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THE MONOPHYSITE CONTROVERSY
AND THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES
Spring Semester 2005
Instructor: Fr. George Dion. Dragas

Course description: The Course will consist of two parts.
Part I: The historical dimension, which will include:

a) The history of the Monophysite Controversy in the Fifth and Sixth centuries and
the emergence and subsequent development of the Oriental (Anti-Chalcedonian)
Churches.

b) A General Profile of each one of the Oriental (anti-Chalcedonian) Churches.

Part Il: The doctrinal dimension, which will include:

a) The initial Christological controversy and the chief theologians involved in it and

b) The contemporary rapprochement and achievements in the dialogue between
Eastern and Oriental (Anti-Chalcedonian) Orthodox Churches.

Assessment: Candidates are expected to attend the Seminars and prepare for them by
reading assigned materials. They will write an extensive essay and take a Final Quiz.

Bibliography:
On The Monophysite Controversy:

PHIDAS VI. Ekklésiastiké Historia vol. 1, Athens 2™ edition 1994, Vol. 1, chs. 14, 15
and 16, pp.620-763 [in Greek].

JEDIN H. (Ed.), History of the Church, London 1975, vol 2, Part 1V, chs. 22-27, 29,
32, 39 and 43, pp. 421-483, 488-495, 509-514, 614-636, 728-735.

FREND W.H.C., The Rise of the Monophysite Movement, Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge 1972.

WIGRAN W.A., The Separation of the Monophysites, The Faith Press, London 1923.
On the Oriental Churches:

Armenia: An Abridged Historic Outline of Its Church and People, published by The
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, New York, NY 1964.

ATIYA A.A., A History of Eastern Christianity, Methuen & Co Ltd, London 1968.

ATIYA A.A. (Ed.), The Coptic Encyclopedia, vols. 1-8, McMillan, New York 1991.

ATTWATTER D., The Christian Churches of the East, vols. I-11, The Bruce
Publishing Co, Milwaukee 1947,

CHAILLOT Christine, The Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch and All the East,
Inter-Orthodox Dialogue, Geneva 1998.

DANIEL David, The Orthodox Church of India: History, New Delhi, 1986.

KAMIL Jill, Christianity in the Land of the Pharaohs: The Coptic Orthodox Church,
Rutledge, London and New York 2002.

MEINARDUS Otto F.A., Two Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity, The American
University in Cairo Press, Cairo, New York 1999.

MEINARDUS Otto F.A., Christian Egypt: Ancient and Modern, The American
University in Cairo Press, Cairo 1977.



PATRICK, Theodore Hall, Traditional Egyptian Christianity: A History of the Coptic
Orthodox Church, Fisher Park Press, 1996.

ROBERTSON R. The Eastern Christian Churches: A Brief Survey, Edizioni
“Orientalia Christiana,” 6™ edition, Roma 1999.

The Church of Ethiopia: A Panorama of History and Spiritual Life, A publication of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Addis Ababa 1970.

The Oriental Orthodox Churches: Addis Ababa Conference, January 1965, Edited by
the Interim Secretariat of the Oriental Orthodox Conference, Addis Ababa 1965.

St. Mark and the Coptic Church, Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate, Cairo, June 1968.

WATTERSON Barbara, Coptic Egypt, Scottish Academic Press, Edinburgh 1988.
Oriental Liturgy:

DAY P. D., Eastern Christian Liturgies: The Armenian, Coptic, Ethiopian and Syrian
Rites, Irish University Press, Shannon, Ireland 1972,

KING Archdale A., The Rites of Eastern Christendom, vols. 1-2, Catholic Book
Agency, Rome 1948.

LIESEL N., The Eucharistic Liturgies of the Eastern Churches, The Liturgical Press,
Collegeville, Minnesota 1963.

Christology:

ROMANIDES J.S. and others (Eds.), Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox
Churches, The Greek Orthodox Theological Review, vol. X:2, Winter 1964-5.

CONSTANTELOQOS D. and others (Eds.), Papers and Discussions Between Eastern
Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox Theologians: The Bristol Consultation, The Greek
Orthodox Theological Review, vol. XI111: 1968.

NISSIOTIS N. and others (Eds.), The Third and Fourth Consultations between
Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox Theologians: The Geneva Consultation and the
Addis Ababa Consultation, The Greek Orthodox Theological Review, XVI:1-2, 1971.

GREGORIOS Paulos and others (Eds.), Does Chalcedon Divide or Unite: Towards
convergence in Orthodox Christology, World Council of Churches, Geneva 1981.

FRIES Paul R. and others (Eds.), Christ in East and West, Peeters, Macon GA 1987.

WESCHE K.P., On the Person of Christ: The Christology of Emperor Justinian, St.
Vladimir’s Seminary Press, Crestwood, NY 1991.

UQBIT Tesfazgi, Current Christological Positions of Ethiopian Orthodox
Theologians, Orientalia Christiana Periodica, Roma 1973.

CHAKMAKJIAN H.A., Armenian Christology and Evangelization of Islam, E. J.
Brill, Leiden 1965.

LUCE A.A., Monophysitism, past and present: a Study in Christology, London 1920.

Books for special study:

CHAILLOT Christine & BELOPOPSKY Alexander (Eds.), Towards Unity: The
Theological Dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox
Churches, Inter-Orthodox Dialogue, Geneva 1998.

Dragas G,D., Miaphysitism versus Monophysitism: St. Cyril of Alexandria’s
Christology according to Eulogios of Alexandria, Patristic and Ecclesiastical Texts and
Translations: No 3, Orthodox Research Institute, Rollinsford, New Hampshire 2005.

Additional Bibliography for those who read Greek: See Next page



