
150 Ps.-Damascene, Letter to Theophilos 

(4.b) There is an even more marvellous occurrence. The God-seeing and 
leading apostles, Peter and John, while living in Lydda - also called the 
city of Z.Cus, eighteen miles distant from Jerusalem - built a house of 
prayer named after the mother of the Lord and Mother of God and 
pleaded with her to be present at the consecration of the church. And 
she said to them, "But I am here with you". At this point by some 
divine energy her image was set up on one of the columns, where the 
Mother of God herself later on being present, and having gazed at her 
own imprint, was filled with joy and amazement, and wondered and was 
astonished at the maternal glory and good fortune, because He, who 
became man through her, rendered her honour. 

(4.c) This image survived until Julian the Apostate31 sent some 
Jewish painters. And as a result when they saw the imprint (of the 
Theotokos) set on one of the columns of the church, the full length 
figure impressed, the purple and the raiment, and they saw her as if she 
were still looking at and speaking to them, they tried to chisel her out 
with masons' s techniques, only to discover that she shone even more 
brightly and remained unchanged in the depth of the column. 

(4.d) And many other miracles and extraordinary marvels are 
performed by the same divine energy through the revered icon of the 
All-Holy Mother of God, thanks to which demons are driven out, 
diseases are cured, lepers are cleansed, miracles are performed and 
every weakness and feebleness (becomes) strength32

• 

{S.a) And the Saviour of all and Lord Himself, while He still lived 
on earth among men, (left) the impress of His divine face by wiping it 
off on a towel, and sent it with Thaddaeus, the holy apostle, to a certain 
Abgar, ruler of the great city of Edessa. He had wiped off the divine 

31. See Lener. 7.4. p. 36, n. 146. For the preceding stories cf. Letter, 7.S, 7.3. 
32. Cf. Matt. 4:23, IO: I. 
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( 4.b) Kai. hEQOV be naQa6o;Crt£QOV" ot 9e6mat XOQ\lcj>aiot emO­
<J'tOAoL DttQos xai. ·1roaVVf!s, bi AuMn ifl xaM>vµivn Atoan6A£t, 
nQo µtA.i.rov l>exaoxt<i> 'tfls ·1eQovaaA.fiµ tcis l>tatQt6cis notouµevot, 
rlixn1QLOV olxov bt"bvoµatL 'tfls µfJtQOs toii KvQi.ov xai. 9eoµitto-

5 QOS otxoboµfjaaV'tes, xai. taU't'JV naQayevfo9at ds tfiv toii vaoii 
EV9Qovi.aatv ExAL1taQOUVt£S, EcpfJGE 1tQOS autous. Kciy<i> aut69t 
µe9'uµ<i>v etµi.. Kai. bit 9ei.Q ttvi. xai. aoQai:<p EvEQYEi.Q, o xaQaxtfiQ 
au'tfls, XLOVL £vi. xa9i.bQ\l<J'tO" EV 4> xai. autfi " 8eoµfjtroQ naQaye­
voµEv'J xai. 9eaaaµEv'J to i'.btov extunroµa, xaQdS te xai. 0aµ6ovs 

10 civa:rtAfJG9etaa, 9avµaaat be xai. exnA.ayfjvat £ni. ifl toii es au'tijs 
blav9Qro:rtfjaaV'tQS µfJ'tQLXfl eiJxA£i.Q xai. EiixAfJQLQ, to a£6as emovei.­
µaV'tQS. 

(4.c) .. OvneQ XaQax'rijQa µtxQt 'lovA.tavoii toii naQa6atov cixo­
arotoµevov, ·E6Qai.ovs ttvcis troyQacj>ovs Wtootei.A.as, xai. btci to, to 

15 exwnroµa £cp'£vi. 'tOOv XLOv(l)V toii vaoii xa9tl>Qvµivov 6Q<i>vtes OA'JV 
Met\l:rt(l)µEv'JV tfiv yti..txi.av, ii 't£ :rtOQcj>UQa xai. 0 <Ttoi..taµOs, ros ijbt) 
6Q<i'>aav xai. cp9eyyoµEv'Jv 6AtnOV'tes, µaQµaQtxots texvaaµam tau­
't'JV xatoQilsat netQ<i>µevot, ht µdAM>v A.aµnQotEQav xai. emaQai..Aa­
xtov bi tcp 6a9£L toii XLOVQS EcpeUQLGXOV. 

20 (4.d) Kai. cVJ.a be noUci GfJµeta xai. 9avµa<Ttci t£Qata bi ifl 'tfls 
navayi.as 0roµfjtOQoS dx6vt, ifl al>tfl 0ei.Q MQYELQ l>tal>ei.xwV'tat, 
l>t'~s xal bai.µoves eA.auvOV'tat, vooot 9£Qa:rteUOV'taL, AE:rtQoi. xa9aQi.­
tOV"taL, bvvaµELS EveQYoiiV'tat, ndaa µaAaxi.a xai. aa9£veta QWvwtaL. 

(5.a) Kai. autos be 0 t<i>v oi..rov l:rotfiQ xai. KuQLOS bi. yfjs EtL 
25 noi..tt£VOµEVQS, to exµayetov 'tflS ciyi.as µoQcj>fjS autoii bi aovbaQi.<p 

emoµasaµEVQS, AuyaQ<p ttvi. ton<iQxn 'tflS 'El>EGfJVOOv µeya).on6A£ros 
l>Lci eaMai.ov toii 0eaneai.ov MO<J'tOAov ewµ'ljlas. xal 'tOv 9etov 

MPKTir 
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