150 Ps.-Damascene, Letter to Theophilos

(4.b) There is an even more marvellous occurrence. The God-seeing and
leading apostles, Peter and John, while living in Lydda — also called the
city of Zeus, eighteen miles distant from Jerusalem — built a house of
prayer named after the mother of the Lord and Mother of God and
pleaded with her to be present at the consecration of the church. And
she said to them, "But I am here with you". At this point by some
divine energy her image was set up on one of the columns, where the
Mother of God herself later on being present, and having gazed at her
own imprint, was filled with joy and amazement, and wondered and was
astonished at the maternal glory and good fortune, because He, who
became man through her, rendered her honour.

(4.c) This image survived until Julian the Apostate® sent some
Jewish painters. And as a result when they saw the imprint {of the
Theotokos) set on one of the columns of the church, the full length
figure impressed, the purple and the raiment, and they saw her as if she
were still looking at and speaking to them, they tried to chisel her out
with masons’s techniques, only to discover that she shone even more
brightly and remained unchanged in the depth of the column.

(4.d) And many other miracles and extraordinary marvels are
performed by the same divine energy through the revered icon of the
All-Holy Mother of God, thanks to which demons are driven out,
diseases are cured, lepers are cleansed, miracles are performed and
every weakness and feebleness (becomes) strength™.

(5.a) And the Saviour of all and Lord Himself, while He still lived
on earth among men, (left) the impress of His divine face by wiping it
off on a towel, and sent it with Thaddaeus, the holy apostle, to a certain
Abgar, ruler of the great city of Edessa. He had wiped off the divine

31. See Letter, 7.4, p. 36, n. 146. For the preceding stories cf. Letter, 7.5, 7.3.
32. Cf. Mant. 4:23, 10:1.
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(4b) Kai &regov 8¢ magadoEdregov: ol Osdmran xoguaior dmd-
atohor ITérpog »ai *lwdvvng, &v AVddY tff xalovpévy Alocmirer,
xEod whiov dexaonvd thg ‘Tegovoalp tdg dratobdg molovpevol,
ebumiolov oixov éwdvopatt Tiig pnteds Tot Kugiov xai Geoptjto-
005 oixodoprjoavres, nai ravmv nagayevéoba eig tv tol vaoi
g¢vBgoviaowv &xlmagoivies, Epnoe mpodg avtovg, Kaydm aivtéb
pue@opdv eipi. Kai o Oeig vi xai dopdty évepyeig, 6 yagaxnte
avtiig, xiovt évi xabidguoro &v § xai adt) | Beoprjrwe magaye-
vouévn xoi Beacapévry 10 idlov Extinmwpa, xaeds te nai Oauéoug
avaninoOeioa, Bavpdoon &8¢ xoi Exmhayfjvol éni tfj tob £ airvijg
évavBowmioavrog untounf] edxleiq xoi edxdnoiq, 1o 0é6ag dmovei-
KOLVTOG.

(4.c) “Ovreg yagaxtijoa péxor *Iovhavol tod magubdrtov dso-
omtouevov, ‘E6gaiovg nvag Lwypadoug amooteilag, xai dud to, 10
dxtuonopa ¢P’Evi T@V umovav tol vaod xabdoupévov 6pdvieg SAnv
dvietvnopévnv v flxiav, fj te nogdvga xai 6 atohopdg, wg fidn
6p0cav nai ¢Beyyouévnv 6Aémovres, pappagixols TEXVAORaOL Tav-
™V xatoQUEqL REwpuevol, &t udAlov Aoumpotégav xai dmagdila-
xtov &v 1® 6dber ol xiovog Edevgronov.

(4.d) Kai dAda 8¢ moAhd onpeia xai Bavpaotd téoata &v tff Tiig
navayiag Oeoprjrogog eixndw, tfj adrf) Oeiq Evepyeig dwadeixvuvran,
g xai daipoveg Edatvovial, vooolL Beganevovial, Aemgoi xabapi-
tovrau, Suvauers évegyotivral, ndoa pahoxia xoi doBévera davvutas.

(5.2) Kai attog 8¢ 6 v Shov Zomie xai Kvgrog éni yiig #u
nmoMtevOuevog, 1O éxpayeiov Tijg dyiag popdfic alrod év covdagiy
anopokdapevog, Adydge tvi tondoyy s "Edeonviv peyalomorews
10 Oaddaiov tol Beomeciov dmootdhov Exmémpag, xai Tov Oeiov
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