Ad Optimum episcopum
EPISTOLA LXXX. AD OPTIMUM EPISCOPUM. In illa verba: "Omnis qui
occiderit Cain, septuplum punietur."
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Kai &AAwg n&:wg opwv tovc ayaGovg naidag, did te To vnsp ‘E]’]V r]?\uaocv OV
[[0)Y svoraGec, Kal 1 TO mPOG TNV onv sv)\aﬁsmv oikeiov, a(p oV Tl Kal psya
Tpocdokdv #oTiv ém' ahToiG. "Emeldi) UeTd ypauudTwy o®v €idov adtolg mpostdvrag
pot, édimAaciaca to £’ abToig @idtpov. Ote 8¢ Avéyvwy TNV EMGTOATY, Kal 1dov £v
x0T 00D UEV TO Tept TdG EkKANGiag mpovonTikov ti¢ drabéoewc, opod d¢ mepl v
aGvayvwolv T@v Osiwv Tpaedv emueheg, nOxapiotnoa T® Kupiw, kai Ennuédunv ta
ayaba toig ta towadta NuUiv drakouicact ypdpuuata, kai mpd ye avT@V T@ ypdpavtl
Nuiv. ’Emelfitnoag to moAvOpUAAnTOovV €keivo, Kal mapd TaolV Avw Kol KATW
TEpLPepOUEVOV PNTOV, Tiva TNV Alowv €xel 10, ‘O mag dmokteivag Kailv, €nta
ekd1koUUEVa TapaAvoet; Ata ¢ ToUTOU TEwG 77.368 UEV AUTOG EAVTOV GUVEGTNGAG, TO
Tiuo0éov, (omep #dwkev IMadAog odT®, dxpipids @uAdocovrar Sfjloc ydp el
TPOGEXWV Tf] AVAYVWOEL.

"Emelta Kol MfUdg Toug YEpovtag VEVAPKNKOTAG AN kal t@ Xpovw, Kal Tfj
GoBevelq o0 oWdpatog, kKai T@ TANOel T@v OAlPewv (al moAAai Tolvuv Tept NUAEG
KivnBeioon éRdpnoav Nuev thv {wnv), Suwg dtavéotnoag, kai (fwv T@ Tveduatt
KATePLYPEVOLG NUAG, WG TA QwAgbovta TV (DwV €l¢ Eypnyopotv UeTplav Kal
(wtikny évépyelav émavdyeig. “Eotiv oDV 10 pntov, kal dmAds oltw vondijvat
Suvduevov, kai dmoikilov émdé€acOat Adyov. ‘H uv obv dmhovotépa, kai mavti
duvapévn €k tob mpoxeipov mapactiicar didvolx, avtn £otiv: ti del TOV Kalv
éntamAaciova dodvat Thv Tipwpiav Oép v Huaptev. 00 ydp £ott Sikatokpitov Toag
npog foag Opilewv dvtamoddoeig AN dvdaykn tOv Katdpéavta KakoD HETA
npooOrknG dmoticar ta O@elldpeva, 1 HEAAel alTog PeAtiwv Taig Tipwplalg
yevéaDat, kal TouG AoLTovg cwEPOVESTEPOUC Totfjoat TG LTOdelypatt. OVKODV neldr)
TETAKTAL ENTAKLG AToTANp®oat thnv diknv TOV Nuapthuévwy tov Kaitv, tapaAvoet
, Pnotv, TovTw @ IO TA¢ Oeiag kploew €' abT® dedoypévov, O drokteivag avTdv.
00186 éottv 6 volc 6 évtedBev dmd Thg TPWTNG AVayVWoEWs DO TTWY.

"Ente1dr) O¢ €pevvav mé@uke ta Badn TV @rlomovwtépwy 1) ddvola, Emlntel
0 dikatov, nG)q v T® énto’tmq n)\npoﬁtou Kal Ta éK&Ko()psvoc' ndtepoV Ta
apocptnesvroc EMTA €0TLV, EV psv 0 ocpcxpmpa et O€ €Ml TQ EVi ol KO?\ocoslq, A€l pev
ovv 1 Fpacpr] oV tr]q acpsoswq TOV auaptidv aplepov &v t01§ EMTA nsploplZsl
Tloodxig, enot, apocptnoa slg gpe 0 aSs?\(poq pov, kal deriow avt® (6 Hetpoq goti
Aéywv @ Kuplw); £wg sntamq, Elta omoxptolg to0 Kupiov: O0 ?\syco oot €wg sntamq,
GAN' €w¢ ERdounkovtaxig entd o yap €' GAAov ap1Oudv petéfn 0 Kopiog, GAAG Tov
EMTA TOAVTTAGGLAGAG, €V abTH TOV Opov €DeTo. Kal Ot' Enta £T@v O ‘Eﬁpoﬁoq dmeAveto
tng dovAeiag. ‘Enta 8¢ sBSopaSeq ETOV TO ovopaotov TwPiAatov €noiovv tmg TdAat,
év @ €oaPPdtilev 1 yii, xpe®dv 8¢ floav dmokomai, kai SovAeiag dmaAAayr, kai oiovel
véog GvwBev kabiotato Plog v t@ Rdouatik® dptbu@, Tod malaiod tpdmov Tiva
TNV ouvTélelav dexopévou.

Tabta 8¢ tOmor to0 «ai®vog tovtov, O¢ O TV €EmTa  NUEPROV
dvakukAoOpeVog NUAC Tapatpéxel’ év @ yivoval ai T@V UETPLWTEPWY duapTNUdTWY
EKTIOEIG, KaTX TNV @IAGvOpwmov €mpéAeiav tod ayabod Aeomdtov, wg ur @
dnepdvtw aidvi mapadodijvar fuag ei¢ kdAaotv. TO udv ovv Emtdkig, S1& TV mpdg
TOV KOOUOV TOUTOV OUYYEVEIAV WG TOV @PLAOKOOUWV avOpwrwv an' avt®dv
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c’>(p81)\o'Vtwv udAtota Cnptoﬁoeat v éveka efhovto novnpséso@at ’EKStKOL’)psvoc d¢
el T T[O(pO( @ Kaiv Aéyorg, svpnosu; éntd- el T& mapa Tod kp1rod €n' adT oprsvroc

, Kal oUTw¢ OUK ocnorsu{r] TG évvolag. 77.369 'Ev pev ovv toi¢ map' avtod Kaiv
tsto)xpnpsvmg, TPOTOV audpTnua, OSVog, £ml Tf] Tpotiunoet To0 "ABeA. Aevtepov
, 86Aog ued' 00 S1eAéxOn T &SeA@®, eindv: AéAOweV €l T Tediov. Tpitov, pdvo.
Tétaptov mpocdnkn tod KakoD, 6tt Kol &deA@oT pdvog ueilwv 1) énitaotg. [Téuntov
, ‘0T mp@Tog Povevg Kalv movnpov vmédetypa @ Pl kataAimdv. "Ektov adiknua,
ott yovelowv mévBog évenoinoev. “Efdopov, 6t1 Ogov €Pevdoarto.

"EpwtnOeig ydp, 81 Tod "APel 6 &8eA@ds cov; einev, OOk oida. ‘Emtd obv
¢xdikolpeva mapéAvoey év @ dvaipedijvon Tov Kaiv. Eneidn ydp ginev 6 Kbpiog, 8t
"Emkatdpatog 1] yij, i €xavev dé€acBat t0 aiua to0 d8eApod cov, kai oTévwv, kai
TpEéPwV €on €mi TG YAG, 0 Kaiv enot Ei ékBAAAeLC pe orjuepov Amo TG YAG, Kal &mod
T00 npoodmov 0oL KpuProouat, Kal é’oopal OTEVWV Kal tpépwv €Ml TG yﬁq, Kal n&q 0
svava anoktevel pe. [Ipog dn todto O Kvplog Pnowv OvY oVt TdG anomswac
Kalv éntd 8K51Kovpsvoc TapaAvoeL. ErtaSr] yocp svoploev svoc?\wrog glvat mavti Kalv,
d1d TO €k TAG YAG TNV AopaAetav pr| EXelv: EMKATAPATOS yap 1 Y &' avTol, Kal TAg
anod Ogob Ponbelag Apnuacdat, opy1obévioc avtod €ml T@ POVW, WG oUTeE Ao YiG,
oUTe Gro tod 00pavol AvTIAAPEWG AT Actmouévng, “Eotat, @nol, Tag O e0piokwv
Ue amokTevel per EAEyxel abTol TO o@dAua 6 Adyog, Aéywv: 00X 0UTwG, TOUTESTLY,
ok avatpebrion. ‘0 8¢ o0 pudvov kpOTTeL TO EAKOG, GAAX Kal ETepov mposepydletal TR
Pévw 10 Peddog, Emouvdmtwy: 00k oida’ ur @OAAE ToD &deA@od el éyw; Evtedfev
Aowmov dmapiBueitar tag Tipwplag. Emkatdpatog 1 yi ano co0. Mia koAaoig. "Epya
™V yijv. Aevtépa altn’ avaykn y&p tig &PPNTog avt® cuVvECEUKTAL TTPOG TO EpYOV THG
YAG a0TOV Katenelyovoa, Kote unde PovAouéve avtd E€ivat dvanatdeobat, GAN' del
a0TOV P0G TO Todainwpeiodat tf] €xOpd avTOD Yij, IV EmKATdpatov aVTNV €noinoev
, avag adeA@dtntog atpatt. A€vr yap TIUWPIX 1] HETA TOV UIGOVVTWY dlaywyr),
oUVOlKoV €xelv MOAEUIoV, Amavotov €xelv T uicog. “Epya TNV yfjv, TouTéotuy,
KATATELVOUEVOS TOIG EPYOLS TOIG YEWTIOVIKOIG, 0VSEVA XpOVOV AVAGELG, OUTE VUKTOC

, oUTE ﬁpépocq éK?\Uépsvog €K TV TOVWV, AgomdTOV TIVOG xa?xenwtépocv EXWV TNV
avocyKr]v €ml T spya o€ Slsyapouoav Kal 00 npooGnoa dolvan 1csxvv owtr]q Kaitot
el kai TO TAG spyaotag dnavoetov eixé TIva KO(pT[OV ou)toq 0 novog ov pstpw( Baoavoc
T dEl KATATEVOHEVW Kal KOTIOVTL EMeldN) de kal 1) €pyacio AmavoTog, Kal AKapTog
1 mepl yiv tadainwpia, 1 dkapmio TV TOVwv.

TTEVWV Kal TpEUwV €on Emi TAG YAG. Avo mpooébnkev AAAa¢ taig tpiot,
OTEVAYUOV dinvekf, kKal tpduov tod 77.372 6WUATOG, TOV €K TAG 10X00G OTNPLYUOV
TOV UEAQDV 00K €xOvtwv. 'Emeldr] yap Kak®dG éxprioato tfj duvdpel tod odUatog,
VPENPEdN avTod 6 TéVOG, Wote kAoveioBar avTOV Kol Kataoesieobal, oUte dptov
duvauevov mpoo@épely Gde®¢ TG otTéuatt, OUTE TOTOV TPOOKOUILELV TG TTOVNPEG
XEWPOG peTd TNV avooiav mpdéy, olte taig idlaig kai dvaykaialg To0 oWOUATOG
xpetaig Aowmodv é€umnpeteiobatl cuyxwpovuévng. "AAAN Tipwpia, fv dnekdAvpev O
Kalv einwv: El ékPaAAerg pe vOv and tfi¢ yfig, Kal &md tod TPOOsWIOL GOv
kpuPricopat. ‘H Paputdtn kdAaocig toig cwepovodorv 6 Gmo ©sod xwptopds. Kal
gotat, (pr]cs‘w n&q 0 €UPIOKWV HE ATOKTEVEL He. Eikdlel €k toD dxoAovBov t@V
npoocyovr(ov Ei &m0 tfig YAG ekPEPANKAG He, €l 4o ToD npoownou 6oL KpuPnoopat,
Aeimetat Gmod Ttozvrog owoupsweoa Ti ovv 6 Kipiog; OvY ovtwq AMN" €Beto onpstov
en' avToV* €B36UN altn npwpla To &¢ pn vantsoeoa tnv Tipwpiav GAAX anslw
npoSn?xw npokeknpLxOat, Tt 00TOG €0TIV O TV Gvosiwv spycov Sm,uoupyoq (KO(l Yap
10 0pB&G Aoylopévwy), Paputdtn koldoewv aioxvvn, Hv kal mept TG Kpioewg
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uepadrikaueyv, 8te odtor dvactrcovTal gig {whv aiwviov, kai obtot ei¢ adoydvny kal
OVELSIOUOV aiWVIOV.

‘AkoAovBel ToUTw {ATnUa ovyyeveg TO mapd Ttod Aduex taig yvvaiiv
elpnuévov: ‘Ot dvdpa dmékteva, kai veaviokov ei¢ uwAwma "AANo o0V Tpadua, kal
dAAo pwAwy, kal GAAo &vnp, kai dAAo veaviokog. Ot €l ék Kaiv €kdedikntat
EMTAKIC, €K O¢ Aduey ELSOUNKOVTAKIG EMTA TETPAKOGING KAl EVVEVAKOVTA Tipwpiag
vmooxeiv. Ei ur dikatog, elnep dikaia tod @0l 1) kpioig €mi tod Kalv, dote €ntd
abTOV TaPéXELV TG KOAGoelG & pév yap ok Euabev map' dAAov T @ovelety, 00Tog
8¢ e1dev Tipwpiav éxovta QoveuTthyv.

"Eyw ¢ €v 0@BaAUoic £xwV TOV oTEVOVTA Kal TPEUOVTA, Kol TO uéyedog Thig
OpYfig 00 €00, 0VK Ecw@povicdnv @ Unodetyuartt, 60ev GE10¢ iyt Tetpakooiag kal
gvveviikovta dolval KoAdoelg. “Eviot 8¢ mpog totodtov puncav Adyov ovk
angdovta tod €kkAnotaotikold ddyuatog, 6Tt ano tod Kalv €wg tod KaTtakALGUOD
enta mapeAnAoBaoty yeveal. Kai e00£wg ennvéxOn tf] yij 1 tipwpia, 31 tO moAANV
yevésBar xVowv Tfig apoaptiag. TO d¢ apdptnua tod Adupex o0 katakAvopod deitat
1pog Oepamneiav, aAN' adtol tod aipovtog TV apaptiav To0 KOGUOU.
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