De nativitate Joannis Baptistae

Tob &v ayioig Tatpog NUGOV Twavvov apxlentokdTov KwveTavtivouroAews
T00 XpuoooTopov £ig TO yevéOAOV ToD ayiov Twdavvov tod mpodpdpov Kai
famtioTod.

'EMEOTN ONUEPOV 1] TV XPEWOTOVUEVWY GTaitnolg, Tapeotv 1] uebodevovoa
Nuépa NuUag t0 S@Anua, Emikertar 1 éumpdbeopog tdOV davelsbéviwy  OELTNG
dedaveioueba yap wg dGAnB®G kai TOV mapdvta kapov kal to Aeinov toi¢ Adyoig. Ti d¢
Aéyw 10 Aginov, 6mov Kai drodidduevov albéel 1O Xp€og Kal TANPOUUEVOV ETEPAV NUTV
apxnv 0pAnuatog anepydletat. Tolodtot yap ol €ig tov dytov Twdvvnv tov Bantiotnv
ywvouevor Adyor @rAovelkoOvteg pev amodiddval to xpéog, vmomintovteg de del TQ
OpAfjuatt. Ti yap €otiv einelv éml @ peyéler TV tod Sikaiov mpayudtwv A €mi T
to0aUTN TOV Katoplwudtwv Aaunpdtnty; “H uoévov taxa ékeivn xprioacbat dikatov tf
QWVT* «Aunv Aéyw Ouiv, oUK €yryeptal €v YEVVNTOIG YUValk®V Ueilwv Twdvvov tod
Pantiotod.»

AUt Yap &&la T@V Eykwpinv 1 uviAun, adtn thi¢ d@silopévng Tiufg 1 GARdsiar
deomdtng ydp €otiv O Kal Aéywv devd®c kal énavdv énaliwg. OOk Eynysptal gnotv,
€V YEVVNTOIG YUVAIK®OV pellwv Twavvou tod Pantiotod. O0delg yap €v YeEVVNTOIG TGOV
dikalwv oUtwg éynyeptar Tepeuiag 6 mpoPNTnG €k UrTpag Nyiaotat, GAAG Twdvvng o
Pamntiotig kKal tovtov TAfov Tetiuntat. AAAG Kal a0ToDd ToD dyiov Tveduatog TAnpodTal
KUOPOPOUUEVOG” TVEDUATOG YAp PNoLy, ayiov mAncbroetat €k kKotAiag untpog avtod. Ao
Kal £vOoV TfG YyaoTpog oKIpTHoNG eDAYYEAETAL KL TIKTOUEVOG TNV €Ml T® TaTpl £0OVG
Oepamneiav épyaletar. ApéAer mavteg enotv, ol dkovoavteg EAeyov' T Gpa T maidiov
to0to €otat; Adnuovodor ydp Oavpatovpyobvta tOv Pamtiotiv mpod ToU Kapod
Bewpoivteg, Oavudalovot Thv tod Ppépoug Umep dUvauty &&iav. BAémovot to maidiov kai
Xpovwv tod Piov kol TpdTwV avwtepov. Ta Tpod ToU TOKOL UabOVTEG EKTANTTOVTAL, TX
petd tov tékov ophvteg Eevilovtat. Kal amopolvteg kekpdyaolv: « Tt dpa t0 moidiov
T00TO0 £oTar» OéAete pabeiv trv Tpokomr v To0 Tadlov; OEAETE TNV TPOSYLVOUEVIV
avT@ yvavat a&lav; Akovoate ToD GyyéAov mept avToD Kekpaydtog « “Eotat gnot, uéyag
EVWOTILOV KUPLOL.»

'I800 Kal maAwv o peilov amovéuetal T@ dikaiw, T@ T €pripov mobev®. OUnw
guavOave TV mAOKNV TOV mPayUdTwV, Kal mpoAauPdvwy @uAdttel thg YuxAg TV
amAdtnta. O yap dvéxetar tOv dvOpwdmivov gunopedecbatl mAodtov, ovk £pd dO&ng
Avopévng év Biw, ov mapéxel tf] yootpl TV dxdpectov yedorv, o0 TNV TV Ppwudtwy
notkiMav yivioket, o0k £60fitog kaAwmoudv mepipdAAetat. Eixe ydp ¢not, to évuua
avTOD Ao TPIXOV KauAwv Kal (wvnv deppativiny mept Thv 0oLV avtol. To yap idov
TAG €V €pNUW AoKNOEWS oXAua Tpdopopov Th¢ avdpeiag avtod To Evdupa. Axogdpou
Yap (oL TAG TPIXAG EPOPEL, CNUAIVWV WG TO EMKEIUEVOV AOTH KATA TNV Epnuov PApog
Pépetv kai adTodg dvéxetal kKovEwg: Papls yap AV dAnB&G 6 eig Thv pnuov flog. Eixe 8¢
kad Sepuativnv {wvny, 31 fig TV Te vevekpwuévny tfig yaotpds émbuuiav 8iAov kai
i Puxiic év Tadte v dvdpeiav évépnvev. H 8¢ tpogr) fv adT® @notv, dxpideg kai
UéAL dyprov. Kai todto tfi¢ moAvtedeotdtng 1idtov €v €priw. Agomdtou d¢ Kol ToINTOD
ano@nvapévou ur Eynyépbat €v yevvntoig yovaik@®v peilw Twdvvou tod Pantiotod, kal
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t00 dyyélov €ipnkdTog €v MPpWTOLG Kal HEyav €0ecat AEyovtog évwmiov tod Kupiov,
ovdev TV €ml YyAg, oLdEV TQOV €v T® ovpav® €i¢ tHv To0 Pamtictod TIUNV
napaAédeintal. "Edel yap GANO®G kal mapa Oe® kal map' Muiv Ttov Pamtiothv
peyaAvveobar kai yap £otiv ideiv tov mapddoov tékov thic otelpag kai Tfi¢ avéroewg
avtod Ta Gou’)poctoc Kal TA¢ moAltelog Ta Koctop6<bpoctoc Hii{avs Yap @nowv, Kai
EKpO(‘EO(lOU‘EO nvsvpom Tadta Tfig n?umocg Kal tr]q X&pLTog Td vaptopata ovvnvia Yap
™ cwpoctt T00 VEou Kai 1 Tfg \puan dpeth. Kal 1o GowpactOtspov foqa! nv (pr]cnv v Tai¢
¢priporg €wg Nuépag avadeilewg avtod mpog toV TopaiA. "Hv év taic épripoig. Kai ti
Ueilov TovTov ToU Katopdwuatog; Matdaywyovuévng év épruw vedtnTog, taidiov olmw
v meipav to0 Plov AauPaver kal TV v €pripw ToAiteiav apmddel, oUW YIVWOKEL TOD
KOOUOU TV 8XAnotv kal thv novxiav domdletal.

AN ti tovtoig évdiatpiferv €Tt grhoveikoduev toig Adyolg, cUVEXOVTOG NG
Aon kai tod Aol ol mpog avToOV €1¢ TV EpNUoV TPEXOVTOG; ENECTIATO PEV Yap EKAGTOV
TPOG aUTOV Amiéval 1 Aaunpd tod dvdpdg moAtteiar é€dkovotoc yap del O évapetog Plog
Kal mdoav @IAdpeTov YPuxnv TPOG €UTOV EQPEAKOUEVOG. ZuVEppel d¢ TAEOV TPOG
Twdvvnv t@ TARON T@ v Baduatt Tol KNPOYUATOG" UETA Y&p TO dvaderxBijvar avtdv,
WG TPOEIPNTAL, TAPEYEVETO PNOL KNPUGOWV €V Tf] EPAUW Kal AEYWV' UETAVOEITE" TYYIKE
ydp | [30(017\si0( TOV 00paAVOV* Kal TaALV* étmpo’(cate v 030V Kuplov, eVOeiag moieite
4G tplﬁovg avtol. Tabta 8¢ Eéva toig téte Kal mapddoa ta Aeyduevar Tpddpouog yap
nv, Ty npooeyyllovoav 5n7\wv PaciAeiav, eutpem(wv ™ emSnpovvn 5sonom,
etoualwv @ PactAel v mopeiav, dieyeipwv gig vGvTo Tavtag, £€nyoduevog Ta
péAovta Bavpata, tpofevdv tOV ovpdviov mAovtov. Elofiye ydp peT&volav THV TV
Pux®dv Bepdneiav, £8i8ov kai Pantiopa mpooeyyilov tij xdprtt. “00ev £€emopeveto Tpdg
avtdv @notv, mdoa TepocdAvpa kal mdoa 1 ‘Tovdala kal mdoa f TEPIXWPOG TOD
‘Topdavov, kal éRantifovto vR' avbtol. "Edeilev a€idmiotov ¢ moAiteing avTol TO
krpuypa, udAov 8¢ mpocélaPev 1) moAiteia tO ToD kNpUypaTog Xdpioua. Koai AV 6
TPWNV HOVATATOG €1¢ TNV €pnuov vOV Kal adtnV Kataokevd{wv moAwv tv épnuov. Ti
Aéyw mOAv; “OAny adTNV 00pavOV ATELPYAGATO GKOVE Yyap AOLmOV TV EmOvpaviwy
€vtelfev mpayudtwyv. Tote @notv, mapayivetar 0 'Incod¢ ano tfi¢ FaAtalag €ml Tov
Topddvny mpd¢ tov Twdvvnv tod Pantiodijvar v’ adtod. "HAO: yap 6 TV odpaviv
5sonétng TPOG TOV épnpono?ximv napsyévsro 0 aipwv n‘qv écpocpt{ow T00 Kéopou TTPOG
oV Knpvttovw v pswvow(v 0 PaG 16 dAnOvov mpog tOv AUXvov TOV (pouvovw
o0TOg Ydp pnow, nv 6 AOxvog 0 cpoavwv "HAOev r| nyn tng (g oG otocyova
ﬁantt(ovoocv 0 métapog tod Oeod npoc f)pO(XUtO(‘EOV puomoc 0 ns)xocyoq g owtnpuxq
TPOG oxstov mxpoSsvovroc T00TO Yap v O Xpwtog npoq Iwavvnv gpxouevog. “00ev kai
KAAQG a0ToV 6 Pantiothg StekWAve Aéywv' €ym xpelav €xw OO 6od Pantiodijvat, kal 60
€pxn mpog Ué; «Eywd @notv, tob 600 gwtog Emdéopal Kal ov mpog UE mapayivn; Eyw
napd 600 diemAdobnv, kai ov Epxn map' Euol Panticdijvar; "'HABov (¢ dobAog Eyw mepl
600 o0 deomdTov KNpLTTWYV, 0V WG Pamticatl TOV EUOV deomdtny OPeidwy. "Eacov T
of] Xelpl TNV €unv paAAov Ke@aAnv fmom')q)oa 01da yc‘xp v €Eovoiav Tod épof)
@oPeicbar deomdtov. MA pov to)\pnpav tnv de€rav amepydon, vocchooocv Adn mpodg To
T00 ﬁantlopatoq €pyov.» Ti ovv npoc avTOV 0 6£onomg, «"A@eg dpti, 0V yap n?xeov VOV
Vv éuavtod a&lav youvdoat, ov tO kKabapdv Thig goewg dei€at, GAAG TV cuu@épovoav
OUiv oikovopiav mAnp®oat.» Téte @noiv, deinowv adtév. "Q méonv 1 Aé€ic evtoviav
onuaivet. Aginotv 6 dodAog tov deomdtny, 0 UTMNKOOG TOV PaciAéa, o yap Toxvoev 1
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Qwvn meptyevésBat tod Adyou, ovx O ADXVoG tai¢ adyaig avtioxelv tol MAiov, dAAa
oLOTELIAOG TO 0IKETOV PG TTAPEXWPNOE T VIKWON TFG d1Ka1060VNG ALY,

OUtw¢ didwaotv 6 cwtnp T@ Pantiopatt Xdptv, oVtwg To Kabapov tod Kupiov Kal
AVAPUAPTNTOV COUA TOV EUpEVOVTA TOIG UOaowy dnéounée pumov, WG Exelv Aomov t@v
03dTwV THV PUOLY 00 pdvov TO KABalpeLV €K PUoEWG, GAAG Kol TO PwTIfEV €K XAPLTOC.
“00ev ot Pantildpevol Aowmov v mvedpatt Kol aAndeiq Pantifovtatl, kai todTo adToOg O
Pamntiothg Twdvvng cagp®dg kékpaye Aéywv: «Eyw pev Ouac Poamtifw €v Gdatr uécog de
VUGV €otnkev Ov DUEIG oK oidate, avTOG LUAG Pamtioer év mveldpatt kal dAnOeiq.»
‘0pdg OV Pantiotnv YeTd TooavTNV TNV Kol &€iav €Tt opikpOVoVTa UEV TO OIKEIOV
€pyov, Gavpo’(Zovra d¢ tod owtﬁpoq 0 Sc?)pov Kal ydp del TO MPEMOV TG XPLoT®
napsxwpsl 310 kal owtoq 6£x8tou ™y eE ovpowcov én' abTov éNBodoav papwplo(v ailoq
OV TV snovpawwv pnudtwyv TE Kal npaypatwv Eide yap ¢nov, oV ovpowov
ocvswxesvw Kal To nvsvpa 00 Og0D chtocﬁocwov woel nsplotspocv Kai EpXOUEVOV Ttpog
avTOV Kal q)wvr]g pocptvpouong ourog €0TV 0 u1og pov 6 &yoamntdg, &v @ e0d6KNoA. “Toa
OV npaypatwv T pnpata Kol Gswpa yocp Kal akovel Twdvvng ﬁcxntt(wv 00tog TV
EPNUOV 0VPAVOV KATECKEVAGEY, OVTOG tnv omovpevnv Oeod napa‘ésloov €de1€e t1] to0
Pantiopatog motilduevov xdpitl. 'Oviwg 6 vOpog Kal ol mpo@fital péxpis Twdvvou, &mo
tote 1] PactAeia TOV obpavdv ebayyeAiletal. 'EE ékeivov yap €0Tn TOV TPOPNTOV TA
Knpuypata, éketvou vTodei€avtog 6v €keivor mpogiprkaotv. “Eotn Tod vépov to Pdpog,
éknpuie yap petdcvowv Beol paKpoevp{av KatayyéM\ovoocv ”Eom Ta TOAAX TGOV
‘Tovdaiwv Bomtwpoctoc EV yap 8581)(611 O éxeivou 10 Pamtiopa, O ocvtog napsxsw €lg
psrocvomv anocto 0 8¢ Xprotog €ig acpsow apapti®dv dwpnoato kal {wnv aldviov, ®
npémnel 1} 86&a €ig TOLG AlGDVAG TOV aiWVwV. ApAV.
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