De sacerdotio (lib. 7) Sp.

TOY AYTOY XPYZOZTOMOY Ilepi iepwovvng Adyog €Rdopoc.

Q Oadua mapddofov! & SUvauig &ppnTog! @ @PIKTOV UvTHPIOV TO THAG
lepwolvng voepd Kal ayla, oeuvh Kol GUOUNTOG, v Xpiotdg Ttoi¢ d&ioig AOGV
edwpnoato. Mpoomintw Kal déopar dAKpLOL Kal oTEVAYUOIG, Tva €comTpiowuat €ig
To0TOV TOV Onoavpdv Thg 1lepwodvng, Toi¢ avTdV @UAGTTOLGLY GElwG Kal 0olwG.
OUuPEDC Ydp £€0TL AaUTpOG Kl GVEIKAOTOG, Kal TOpyog dodAevutog, Teixog adiaipetov:
BeuéAiog yap €otiv €3paiog amd yig uéxpt TG ovpaviov apidog €yyilovoa. Kal ti
Aéyw, &deAot; Ot ta t@v vPioTwy aPidwv KabdnteTal, €i¢ AOTOVG TOVG OVPAVOUG
TOV oVpav@dV E€pxetal AKWAUTWG, €V Uéow TOV AyyéAwv dua TV AowUdTwV
Aaump@g kol padiwg tyvoPartel.

Kol ti Aéyw év péow TV dvw duvdapewv; ADTod tod Aeomdtov TOV ayyéAwv
Kal KTioTov kal ewtoddtov cuvOUAog yivetal, kol kab' Goov PovAetal mapavTika
Aappdver Ta adtod aitfuata €v ToAAf Tappnoia. OO mavouat, &deA@otl, DUVOV Kal
So&dlwv oV To0 d&1wpatog Paduodv, dv 1) Tpiag d¢8wke Toic vioic Tod Addy, §t' 00 6
kdopog oéowotal, kal 1| KTiclg mepwtiotal, d1' o0 8pn kai Pouvol kai vémar kai
Qapayyeg memApwvtal thg eadpdg kai oeuviig moAiteiog tod pakapiov yévoug:
Aéyw On tdV povax®v, kabwg Hoalag 0 Aaumpogwvdtatog €pnoev, 0t Ek tdV
KOPLEDV TAV dpéwv dwooust Pwvig adT@V dvBpwmot gic So&oloyiav: 8t' o0 kai
dvoula éx tfic YAg deripntal, 81' 00 kal cweposdvn év tii YA avAiletar, &' ob 6
d1aPolog eswv KatrpynTalL, ol GoeAYELG YEYOVAOL OKEDT Tlylaouéva, ol Topvol ayvol
kol duiovtol, oi dppoveg yeydvaoty 68nyol Sikatootvng: 8t' 00 kai td T BavdTov
KpATog Katrpyntat, kai 0 @dng tnv ioxOv dnwAeoce, kai 1 katdpa tob Aday AéAvtat,
kol O VoUWV 6 oVpdviog niTpémiotar ' 00 T@V &vOpWTwWVY | PUGIE TPOG THV TGV
aowpdtwv petafdAletar dSvvaprv. Ti einw, i ti énaivéow; UnepPaivel yap kai Adyov
koi #vvolav 1 Swped To0 Paduod tfic iepwodvng. Kai, ¢ oiuat, to0td €otv & 6
MadAog ékmAayeic aivittetoanr Aéywv: "Q Pabog MAoUTOL Kal 6oPlag KAl YVWOEWS
@c00! w¢ dve€epsbvnta td kpilpata avtod, kal avefiyviaotor ai 6dol avtod!
Yynétng Umdpxer Gno yAg €ig ovpavov, OELTATWG TPoo@Eépovon TR O@® TA
aitiuata NUAV" TpecPevel T® Asomdth UIEP TAOV doVAWV.

Kal mpdoywuev, adedgol, thAavy®dg €I ToOTO TO UUGTIKOV KAl (PPLKTOV
diynua, 6Tt dvev TG oEUVIG LEpWoOVNG APESIS AUapTIOV PBpotoig o0 didotar Béte
TOV VOOV D@V, adeA@ol’ LUEIS Ydp éote €paotal Thi¢ evoefelag, avyalovTteg TO O&OG
OV Sdayudtwv. Ti éotiv 0 mpwdnv EAECapey mept ToD puotnpiov Thig iepwodvng; TO
KAfua Tg auméAov, kai 6 kOkKog ToD oitov, Kal 1] lepwolvr OUdvolaV KEKTNVTAL TO
kAfjua kai 6 oitog todiokat Undpyovoty, 1) 8¢ iepwoivn éAevBépa Tépuke. “Otav oDV
ouvaxf@otv ol Tpeic tod avAebfival Emdvw TV Bnoavp®dv, Tpoo@épel TG PactAel
ékdotn TV SOvaurv @V 1dlwv kapn@v eic edwdlav: T kAfua mpotnot T aiua,
Opoiwg kal 6 6itog TOV dpTov, 1 8¢ lepwaolvr €0MAPPNOIAcTWS DVYNAOTETET GO YG
€l 48.1068 ovpavov, dxpig av Oswprion adTOV TOV AdPATOV, KAl TPOCKLVHONCA
gunpocbev tol OYnAod Opdvov, iotapévn déntar Omep TOV doVAWV TPOG TOV
Aeomdtny, Paotdlovoa ddkpua Kal 0TEVAYUOUS TV GUVIOVAWY Kl TIPOGPEPOLOA TG
Aeomdty® Opoiwg TapdkAnoLy dua Kal HETAVOLAV aitodoa, GLUYXWPNOLY Kal EAEOV TG
gvomAdyxVw BaotAel, Stwg tO tapdkAntov Mvedua cuvéNDD, kal dyidon T d@pa £v
YNl Tpookeipeva. Kai dtav mpookoutodi] pvotripia @ofepd, TAnpn dOavaociog dia tod
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TPOEOTAOTOG lEpéw( mpeoPelav molodvtog Umep Tavtwy, Tdte O mpooépyovtal Puxal
1 TV pvotnpiwv kabapuov Adappavovsal TGV oiAwv.

"I8ete, @1AGOe0L, TG oUK €vepyololv ol dVo eml TAG YG, €1 un 1] ovpavia
Piipog mapayévnrar, kKal aywdon ta ddpa. Edpakag, &vOpwme, @aidpav
Bavuatovpyiav; eidec Padudv igpdv nds pading kabaiper TV PuxdV Tag KkNATSag;
EVAoyeitar 0 Zwthp 0 dpdoag £mi TG YAG TOUTO TO UMEPAAUTPOV KAl PUTTIKOV
dwpnua, pwticag xapttt Tovg 1EPeiG, ToD AGUTELY WG PWOTHPAG £V KOOUW. ‘O Aadg O
PO NUAV, KEPAG EAXLOPOPOV, TTPOKOTINV KaTeIAN@eV: NUeig de ol aypeiot doUAot tod
g0Aoyntod, oV képag, ovk EAatov aicOntov eilfeauev: GAN' avtog 6 kKpaviov v, 6
OYNAOG kal @pikTog KathiABev €€ 00pavoD, kai €dwpricato NUiv &v tfj émbéoel TGOV
XEWPQOV TO Mvebua To £avtol, T0 EABOV Woel Thp €mi Tovg dmootdAovs. "Q dVvapig
&ppnrog 1 katamadoaca oikfoat &v uiv 8t' émBéoews TV XelpdV TGOV iepéwv! @ T
Uéyav Babuov €xer 1 @piktr| iepwovvn! Makdprog Odpyet Gotig ToAtteVeTal v aUTH
ayv@g Kal auapwg. Métpog 6 kAnbelg Kngdag, 6 caynveubeig mapa to XeIAog TG
BaAdoong, 0 paptupnbelg Umod tod peydAov mowpévog 6Tt Eml taldtn tf] mETpQ
oikodounow pov TNV 'ExkAnciav, i iepwolvng Kol Ta¢ KAEG TOV 00pav@Ov
giAn@ev. Ouoiwg 8¢ kal MadAog, 6 mote SwKTNg, TtavTtng G€lwdelg, LTOTTEPOC
Nédpape knpoTTWV €v YN Kal Baddoon thv €k vekp®OV dvdotaoty. 'EmavéAbwuev
npoG "APeA tov dikatov, 0¢ yéyovev €v dpxi] TG KTiocewg 1epels, kal udbwuev €€
avtol 8Tt igpdtevey €v dpxi] TV Busiav avtod Tpdg TOV Oedv. OOX1 p €€ 0VPAVOD
KateABovV katépaye TV Busiav avtod; “Ote d¢ mpocéPepe T Oe® TAG ATAPXAG, (G
onowv 1) Tpaen, 'Eneidev 6 O©e0¢ émt thv Buoiav tod "APeA £mi 8¢ trv To0 Kdiv ok
g0d0kmoev. TTaAy 8¢ 6 NQg, 6 owbelg v KIPwT®, bte €kdnace T VOWP, Kal EkABioEY
€ml T 8pn T Apapdt, TAOTNV TAALY €DO£WG UETEOKE TNV LEPWOUVNY, KL TIPOCHVEYKE
Buoiav eilikpiv@g t@ Oe® €ig dounv edwdiag.

“00ev 81£0eT0 pet' adtod dabnkNV 6 OdG, TOD UNKETL ENAEAL KATAKAVGUOV
éml tic yAg, xai Sidwotv avt® edloyiav ToD avédvesBar kai mANOUvesbat. Eideg
Bavpatovpylav ThC lepwoldvng; £wpakag tOV Tp@dTov iepéa "APel év tf] mpotépa
KTioel, MG TO TP KATAVEYKEV 0LpavdéBev €mi yi¢ dx trv duwuov avtod
dAokdpnwotv; Ei8eg mdAy tov Nie TOV oeuvov iepéa év tif devtépa ktioet, tég €0eto
0 ©g0¢ pet' abtod dbrknv; Tavtnv 8¢ APpadu AEWON uetaoyelv, 48.1069 kal
TPOONVEYKE TG O TOV 'Toaak, Kal lepovpynoe ta omAdyyxva Tt id1a. 'Exel avt®
deikvuotv 0 ©€0g Badua péya, thv tob Kupiov yévvnoty €v tf] o0 ¢utol Zafek, tnv
év pumf] abénoty, kal 1o tfic €dMoyiag, g adtdg eOASynoev: 'Ev 16 omépuati cov
gvAoynOricovtat tavta ta £0vn. Tavtng kai Mwof|g katn&iwon avapig gig To 8pog to
Tva Tpo¢ TOV Ogdv, kal de€duevog OV vouov map' avtod: 60ev kai £80Edodn To
pdowmov aTol, Kote avTO Opdcbal Lmep TOV HAOV. ‘Opoiwg Kal Apwv TadTng
Katn&i0n, mpeoPevuthg yevouevog vmEp TOV GUAPTIOV ToD AaoD mpdg TOV Odv.
Mwofi¢ yap kal Aapwv €v toig lepebotv avtod. ‘Opolwg kol ®iveeg tavtn Ti
Tavoéuvw E€kwAvoe Bdvatov €k tod Aaol ékelvovr kal 'HAlag d¢ mdAwv tavty
gvduoduevog elonkovodn év mupl, Kai tovg iepeic g aloxOvng Katéopales. MGOwuev
o0V, &del@oi, 8t1 uéya éoti kai vmépoykov T ThG igpwoivng d€iwua. Ad&x TG
Movoyevel kol povw ayadd, T@ Tapacyovtt adTnV Toig £avToD AmooTtoOAOLg, d1d THG
avtol Kavig Kal ayiag drabrikng, tva kai avtol Nuiv vddetypa dei€wotv €v tfj Oéoet
TV XEPOV aUT@V Tpdg Tobg &&fovug. MdvTeg oV eiMKpIV®G TIUACWUEV TOVG TOV
Pabuov €xovtag thg lepwodvng, YIVWOOoKOVTEG OTL €1 TI§ TOV QIAwV T00 PactAéwg
@1\el, Todtov TOAG TAéov dyamd & PactAels. AyamicwUEV o0V TOUG iEPEIC TOD
@e00, £medn @ilot giol tod Oe0D, Kol mpecPedovoty LTEP NUAOV TAVTOTE" TIUNooV
TOUG 1epelg, avamAnp®dv Ty €vToArnv tod Xpiotol thv Aéyovoav, 6t ‘O dexouevog
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TPOPNTNV €lg Svopa mpognTov, Hebov mpoertov Arjpetat. Eav 3¢ tov tuxdvta
lepéa Ayvoeig, el GE10¢ €ott Tod Paduod A dva€iog, ov dia v T0d Xp1oToT EVTOANV
un mopidng.

“Qomep yap o0 PAdmtetar Xpuodg T@ TNAGD CUUTEQPUPUEVOG, 0DdE PaLdpPOC
papyapitng dAAotodtar, Stav Tl ouva@df eidectv dxabdproic TOV avTOV 0DV
tpdmov 008¢ 1 igpwotivy knAidodtan £k Tivog, kv dvdéiog 1] 6 tadtnv dexduevo.
Eqv pév 1§ 4&wbi i tavtny v &lav éAOelv, kal mopevdf v avtfi a&lwg kai
QUEUTTTWG, (wNV adt® mpolevel kai otépavov dpOaptov: €av d¢ Tig avadinwg €ig
tavtnv €AOelv ToAunon, mpolevel £aut® okdTog TO EEWTEPOV Kal Kplowv Gviewv.
"AMo oot vmédetyua Sidwut, @ dvOpwme, tva ur toAurdong év T dAaloveia cov
AaPeiv dvaliwg tov Th¢ lepwoivng Paduodv, éneldn ovk €0dokel 6 Oed¢ £v TOIC
GAACOVIKWG KEXELPOTOVIUEVOLG.

Iv®OL tolvuv 0 memdvOaotv ol TAAaveg €keivol, ol T® Mwoel kai 48.1070
AdpWV AVTIOTAVTEG TTOTE, KAl TPOTETEVOAUEVOL Avald®S Kal avBfaddg Bupidoat t@
@e® obxl mlp katépayev dnavtag, &v0' Gv katetéAunoav eig fadudv od ovk foav
&&ot; MaAv 8¢ kol Mapiap 1 mpo@ftig Tod Og0D, tva Ppaxvv Tiva Adyov T@ Mwof]
dveidion mepl iepwovvng, To100ToV aLTH HWUOV Mptoev O “YPiotog, tva Aempwbeioa
ENTA NUEPAG Gpopiodii €€w th¢ mapeuPolfic. Kai to viv, &deAgol, ayvig avdthv
noAttevoaobe, pipovpevol TOV Mwoiiv kai Aapwv kal tOv "EAedlap. Oewpnoov Tolg
g00ePelg ToUTOVG 1epelg, TMOG €v avTi AUUVAvVTo TAG TOV €XxOpdV mapepBoAds.
Tavtnv €xwv 0 Mwof|g, NTAwWCE Ta§ XEIpag TPOG TOV OO0V, Kal ETpwoe TOV AUaANK
TANynv aviatov: tavtnv APpadu (woduevog, tovg BactAeig Etponoato’ Tavtny O
MeAyioedéx dvalafov, eOAdynoe tov ABpadu edloylav Eaipetov. "HEWONG oDV,
adel@e, kopicaoBar  Pabuov  iepwodvng omovdnv  Exe  €0OPECTEIV TR
otpatoloyrjoavti o€, €v ayvelq Kal €v O1KAlooUVY] KAl 60PIQ TVELHATIK]] Kol €V
Aaurpd mapBevig. Fevod Bepuog (NAwtng w¢ 'HALag, kndepwv wg Tepepiag, cw@pwv
wg 0 Twong, Kal ayvog ws 'Inoodg, eiAdEevog ws APpady, @iAdotopyog wg Aavid,
Kal Tpdog w¢ Mwof|¢ tov mAavnévta oovalov, TOV XwAOV €nidnoov, TOV TecdvTa
avdotnoov, dobevoivtag avtidafod, kai Soa Suota. 'Eyw 8¢ éknAntrouatl, dyanntot,
omola €lBaol Tveg €k TAOV APPOVWV TOAPdv, Kal Emixelpolotv avald®dg kal
TPOTET®G lepwobvnv Aafeilv, un kAnbévteg Omd th¢ Xdpito¢ to0 Xpiotod,
ayvoolvteg Ot1 mlp kai Bdvatov £avtoig cwpevovotv ot dOAlol. OV Aéyw oo,
avOpwte, TNV lepwobvnV UOVOV Ui TPOTET®S KouloaoBal, AN ovdE T1 €tepov €k
TV okeL@OV aPacdar Thg Taveéuvou Aatpeiag, €1 ye dpa avéyvwg ti mémovOev "O(d,
£V T® avtov dPacbat tig Kifwtod tod Ocol.

Tavtng del péuvnoo, adehge dyamnte, tfig Oelac Aé€ewg tob “Yyiotov, TG
pnbeiong d1ax ‘Hoatov tol mpogntov, to, 'Enl Tiva £yw dvanavoopat, GAA' | €ml TOV
TPAOV KAl TOMEVOV Kol TPEUOVTA MOU TOUG Adyoug; Tavtng del tfg €VTOAfG
pvnudvevsov, kai Ktijoal Onoavpov tov mpdov Aoylopov, tva ovtw duvnbiig voep®g
avaPivor €ig TV dvw Tepovsalny, kai Ousiag voepag mpooeveéykal T@ PactAel kat
O@e® €m 10 dvw Ouoiacthplov, Omov TAEKOVTAL OTEQAVOL APOapolag KAKEIoE
EVOTIIOV TOV GyyéAwv dvadnoetl oe 0 Xp1otog oTéppa abavaoiag, Kal ouv Taig dvw
otpatelalg vuvnoelg Vuvov émvikiov tfj ayiq Tpiddi, €i¢ ToLg aidvag TV aidvwy.
‘Aunv.
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