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Decexber 17, 1951

5A08.1, Gholam Hosein

Supplementing Babassy's CBD of January 17, 1951.

sarser:
1529z Left for France.
1937 Received Doctorate in Literaturs, University
of Paris.
1946=datet Frofessor of lodern Philosophy and Socliology,

Univeralty of Tehran.

Decenber 12, 1551:
Hinister of PTY, Mosadeq's Cabinet.

Lemarke:

The appointment of Dr. Sadeql Lo & Cabinet poet caze az a cow . lete
surprise to mo0st comzentators, sioce he has never courted publie
office and haz repeatedly ex res:¢: his disinterest in ;ractical
politics, Furthermore, as 2 irrofessor of Shilosophy and Soclology,
it is unlikely that he can offer muck to the Mnistry of rosts

ard Telegrajhs. Aside from his active participation in UNzZio,

Dr. Sadegl has been an inconspleucus figure, unknown outside the
University., It is belleved that the appololzent is probadly
teporary, designed chiefly to Belp f1ll the gaps in Dr. kosadeg's
ailing Cabinet until the els:tions are coagleted. ko source wap
abls to offer any inforzation on Dr. Sadeqts previous relationshipe
with Dr. kosadeq or other mesbers of the Natlomal Front.

MRFarrd sh/urp
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ONFIDBNTIAL

SUPPLEMENTARY Blui .. HI2 DaTa

July 31, 1952

SADEQI, Gholam Hoseln

Supplementing Esbassy's CBD of January 17, 1951; and Broassy's
Supplementary Biograchic Data of Decesber 17, 1951.

Gareer:

July 26, 19521 Appointed Minister of Interiocr in Dr. sosade;' s
Second Cabinet.

Remarks:

While Dr. Sadegl has no special attributes which would cualify him
for his new position, being & quiet, moderate and scholarly man, he is
thoroughly trusted by Dr. Mosadeg. The Sadeqi and kosaceq fizllilies are
long-time friends; and while serving in the previous Cabinet 1 proved
himself a man tlat the crime Minister could rely on, des ite his disinclination
toward practical politics, If the elections are to progress, the .iinister
of Interior should be such a man -~ trustworthy and perhaps susceptible to
pressure -~ especially if the elections are to progress according to National
Front designs,

MRParrish/mrp
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FIELD INFORMATION REPORT

EVALUATION OF SOURCE:  A: Completely reliable.  8: Usually refiable,  C: Fairly reliable. D: Not usually reliable, E: Not seliable. (Applled fo
sources of doubtful honesty or loyalty. regardless of their competence). F: Reliability cannot be judged (Applied to untested or insulficiently
tested sources).

APPRAISAL OF CONTENT:  1: Confirmed by other independent and relisble sources. 2: Probably true.  3: Possibly true.  4: Doubtful.  5: Probably
false. §: Cannot be judged. Documentary: Based on original document.
CMFILFIAL
EOPORE/CMTITIED CWTRIL

COUNTRY Trem REPORT NO. FIT=5626
SUBJECT Xmtepwiew with Oholem Sneein tadeqi DATE OF REPORT 27 July 15€1
1o  Hogreptde
2, pinicos NO. OF PAGES e |
REFERENCES °
DATE OF Nly 1963
PLACE & Tvwmy, Tohvan (X7 Jeuly 2F1)
DATE_ACQ. ( ¥

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. . APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. NOTE FOREGOING EXPLANATION,

SOURCE: Competent Americen chowrwer (B).
Aopraise) of Contant 2«

s Blogrechis data s Cheden Hemeis Sadeql, Bstiona) Yroms (#F) counetl sned
smeutive comiiton amder, follows.

S Ager 55 pesss.
be tducetions Pénsated $n Yrma and T 3 bag d & & !

€ lenguapes: Perwisn, Prene’:, Areddo, Meiish (resds techinical worke
Wk does not spesd).

de  eexmations Prefesace of shilesosty sud sociolepy at Tehrsa Universitye

& Trawels finn visited most ‘uropeam comtries, includiax inrlandg
Tgypts ledbamong Torkeyy snd Sfphanirtans

fo Cadeql is married mmd has two Jgughisry and one se 50 19 & man of
wadtum hetght, far sm franien, sliz alwst (o the poist of beins reunte
He tead s tmld, with @ fringe of graying haire e peers tot somowhat
owlishly from behind Xs glasses, sencsth rather bushy eyobrowse

fadeql forverly mmed 3 hovm oooosite the Americs~ “mhassy 1= Tehvrm-,
Wt alher his relense fros prisve h¢ wes forced by sowoRic o essity
5 sall this home, at which tias he and 2iz fRadly mownd fnte what had
been “is fatherts bouse, and Vere Tiz mothar was Uvinge Tiiz Watter
gagmy In which he #til) HMwes, is locsted far dows i Tehran, ‘o xhat
was ouoe 8 goud eirhborhood, det -az sinoe ber srersrows st is new
dafinitely widdle clnss, Weizr eorsowed of modest homa ere-mwd toret sr
aneny sereniine alleyweyss The hiouwe 12p6lf has Dren red 314 Suwing
the Past few years, and is & nodest, madern, bt nol flaser, omd nest
tomse The hoame stands in contrast 20 the "ruine,™ as “adegt s ity
that surroend ite
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CONFIDENTIAL
ROPOWN /O TINERD COMTAOL
Ly £ v
e Sndeqt wes net tn pelities atll Bhe adead of Metuwemnd Nensudey, A%
wieh timm he hecune then Ministey
Aftee the 1aX! of NeebiR el [l

2. The falledng ere axinlons sapresssd by Sedoql en wrises politice) Levesse

Jasively uselaes affhire sod for prodosiive uy el aw
ZMWWuu How smech batter if all this bad gus te sene
prodretive xsal Tog enly the loses snd grants that yus heve g
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lenoaxind Jity, bath intervally and totemstionally.. The words is in twe
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rescinise that we #hould nat soeest ald fren inet & single ecmiyy, nor
i ld ve acoenh ald from eny emmiry that pate senfittass on I8s aid in
order to serw molitios) intererts other than owr wwme

2ide Amomg the mesiblo foreign advissrs ¥ho ecnld and indeed,
@ Dave, s 30 our SsklE, thore heve Lasm md ayw wemy di7ferwnt Rindee

§
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¥

s sdtnstion we mw neb strwngerse Jut w steste
for wmc: thingse Itmnmq;thwummmmim.
a5 =01l as any other Cewiet orysnisstim o lnstituton, is suhordinated o
the interiionsl melitieal hiloeochy sid gewls of the jowied finlom, we

coxle net secept “eviel imciricm) advissres For the st alne or tey

the “nitod States bas played a Berions role 1+ enr politicel 1rfe, snd 1
cannct e sertain that the Snited Itates cee divores 1ts technical ssmi
frox tts colisienl alume

b The cnly sid that ve ac:ld poseidly sccert from the
‘owiet Txiom woulX zrasis, not lomms, cliven estirely without emditiens,
a‘o!\auyw!nmatnbnnnmm;w.numoﬁamw,
the g

4
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P retlonality, ar trwd) oar rarything eodasagered by
the oviatae Y told the petdls here 20 2F homse lash Fridey Yar years 1t

»

of that tirey no one  wWwkdd Sxpost Tren 48 Yo wother state in D Tedted
“thSSfe Duty T told thew, In lems ihem Five yearz, if the Scwlets

galn thw voner Mamd, Iren, o8 e ertity sad av we kunow 1%, wirld conms te
oxist, fovuwr. T rive the ‘ovists an epeming fev thair proourande escd
nolitical 1filtrstion in Tren wewld be suieidwe Tren has o)f tlee with the
worte 1le we are Sf4en ooneldere’ & serd of e riant, ve haw traditionally
had aerw of e orlentation towsrd the pultere and civilisavias of the Yeste

fnd we know that, ar I sentionsd, 311 ‘oviet orpmnisetione, institntionsy
rerpormal, shatover thay MRy be, are devotad Lo the mrentt of the Tovied
ldeolarys Yossedeq = W6 = RBCR many ereat sl:tekes, bt the zrest eantriduties
of Yossgdeq Waz thist he showed the irmaien n-tion thet theve wes an
alternative to the eorr ot reglue of e old restitonaries md peaply sroumd
ihe huh other then the Commanistse e showed thad thare 1o a (hind way

%xmhnjmmmmmn" I €0 ot believe that,

- MOrld of Lodayy & wiilon soch 8r Iren omn be Teally neutrale I wmet,
matuxmsaauu-umﬁo/um«ammny.mnamﬂq -~
for Iran In jnternational affairse s went to be able to sceest or rejeet M -'+ <
nhﬁmﬁt&mmmmhﬁmm-um&wmmmh “:‘-
deat intarests of Trem or note e chemol be trxly seutrel todaye “illpe
all'yy we murk recopmise What we aast sefntain relations with
yarkly and the resifiostims of thie 2re saoh tvhat res) nectrality -
18y D taing more tlomly aligned with ane side tion the other

pRrtas  the “oviet Rloe and the wsste Bt ewMOL
mization mtirely. snd t"e peonls of Iran 2vw bacoming more snd

t
i
J
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT SEGREI

—

Memorandum vorors/mwrzsss: v oy '/(5 v

To Chief, Political Section PATE: 3 August 1964
P-394/64
1
FROM CAS IL[V
SUBJECT: SAVAK Discussion with NF Leader, Mohammed Ali

Keshavarz-Sadr

The following is for your information and whatever use
you wish to make of it within the security limitations
designated. Any reporting by you of this information
must cite the control NOFORN but need not cite CAS as
the source. The source is a former official (B) in
the Mosadeq Government with good contacts among oppo-
sition leaders,

l. Colonel Naser Mogadam, Chief of Department 3
of SAVAK, called in Mohammed Ali Keshavarz-Sadr, former
spokesman for the National Front, and asked Keshavarz-Sadr
what the National Front was doing. Keshavarz-Sadr said
that he did not know. Colonel Mogadam brought the
questioning around to the students abroad. He had two
volumes, collected for the trips of the Shah abroad,
containing biographic data and pictures of the students
abroad., Colonel Mogadam stated that it was too bad
that the National Fromt students abroad were joining
forces with Arabs and "twelve" Communists., Colonel
Mogadam asked Keshavarz-Sadr to ask the other National
Front leaders to write the National Front students
abroad to break off their relations with the Communists
and the Arabs since this was unpatriotic, Mogadam stated
that the National Front students abroad were not using
the language of the National Front but were threatening
the Shah, Keshavarz-Sadr told Colonel Mogadam that this
was Colonel Mogadam's own fault if the students turned
against the Government and the Shah since they had tried
to break up the National Front and now many of the students
were adrift and ready to accept any ideology that opposed
the Government and the Shah. The NF had not been against
the Shah but only asked that the Shah reign and not rule,
Keshavarz-Sadr stated that he would not ask the National
Front leaders to write letters to the National Front
students abroad,

§rosre s
170 .
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2, Colonel Mogadam then asked Keshavarz-Sadr to ask
former Prime Minister Mosadeq to write a letter to the
students abroad warning them about contact with the
Communists and the Arabs. Keshavarz-Sadr stated that
SAVAK had recently been threatening Mosadeq for writing
letters to the students abroad and now wanted Mosadeq
to write a letter abroad. In view of this how could
Keshavarz-Sadr ask Mosadeq to write such a letter,
besides Keshavarz-Sadr stated that he had no access to
him, Colonel Mogadam stated that Keshavarz~Sadr could
ask Mosadeq’s son, Dr, Qolam Hosein Mosadeq. Keshavarz-
Sadr stated that Dr, Qolam Mosadeq would not accept
political messages for transmission to his father.

3. Colonel Mogadam stated that he would then
contact Central Committee member Nosratollah Amini,
lawyer of the former Prime Minister, and have him ask
the former Prime Minister to write a letter warning
the National Front students abroad to beware of their
contacts with Communists and Arabs.

et e
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QPAL, rapuchear {(Fasic biongephic rofori of Sentd il

e
TANHAR

~cE5HAYALT, Abos Joli (Casic bi

mental of tharch 1, 19%4; and mony #2spatches)

numors of the sossible\fall of the Prd inister and his
ecablinet are reporied in TehAan nublicald every fow vceks. !low=
aver, throush luck and anility, hobol pes weathered all c;lses s0
far, ond nrobably will centinue to @so for the foresecable futufe.
tie has meintoined his oesitiop fep/he nosrercanrd time of more than
two yecars nrinclpally hy avoldigs any mejor criscs which woul? cause
the Shah to tose faith in hin Yt force the 5hah to et rid_of hin
as & scapenont, The removal /A3 THTEHAY was a vistory for fgbal and
places in liis hands much mofe d{reect responsibility for the manage=
ment of Irants develovme 4, & duty which the frime Minister

welcomese

doubts that\~qbal is ke informed on all the
6. but alven tGe nature of the present Iranian
qovernment, no “rirmg Tinister should exncct to be @o}d everythinge.
Yowever, in the daf-to-day affairs o ~overnment , “qgbal works hard,
keeps himsalf :ell informed and is ddinc an acceptable and honeft
Job, e scems U went to be a real PRime linister, and given the
handicaps of th¢ “hah's own power, e has worked honestly In that
directton, 'lef however; has no true n tonal following and his
power is hased only on the 100dwill of ¢ Shahe

There are seriou

vdrius (CAS revorts that full biographic information on this
man is available in “ashington)

roruhar is the young and intellicctuval leader of the Pan-Iran
Party. lle, like ATA¥ and DAQAIL, is not actively baclk by HOSADEQﬂ
althiough "osadeq is said to respect his ability. Actually, thoughy
nis ties are much closer to Alayar SALEH, and Toruhar calls himself
a follower of saleh.

rorvhar was orlglnally fnterested in the 1dea.of lan-Iran (the
recleiming of Iran's "lost® territorics), but his ideology today
centers on a ncutralist freedom fron all the oreat powers. Tl is
stronily anti=communist.

<mori of June 25, 1956 and

Tahbriz's 7 of nnte 27, 1956 farious

selivisnl "tourcc, an able
1 nossiriiily rrine
circotiy and T iurtly ahout

“elchayan {a one of
and vmaeat adninistrato
siniat 2, In crnversafion, he oo

5

32




State -.October 1959 SECRET/NOFORN : llgs-33

FORUHAR, Darius
Darius Foruhar, leader of the Pan-Iran Party and publisher of the

party weekly Arman-e-Mellat (published on & mimeograph machine in his

own home), is & young and respected natiopalist leader. Originally,

around 1946, the Pan-Iran was an extreme, neo-Nazi association whose

objective was to have Iran return to its former geocgraphic and political

glory and to expel all foreigners and foreign influence. The party was
and still is violentiy anti-Commmnist and during the regime of Prime
Minister Mohammad Mosadeq (see blography) specially trained Pan-Iran
Party toughs sought out Tudeh (Communist) Party members on the streets
.and attacked them. It is reported that Foruhar was injured in one
such fight. Foruher's political philosophy has softened gomewhat since
the Party's formation and he is now more interested in obtaining for

’ Iran complete neutrality and freedom from all great powers. Foruhar's
gpecialty is as a pamphleteer whose writing attempts to seek out and
expose what he considers to be law violations o:; the part of the
government. Foruhar is said to consider himself a follower of the
pationalist leader Alayar Saleh (see biography) and onme source has

ptated that of this pair Forubar is the leader.

SECRET/NOFORN
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State - October 1959 SECRET/NOFORN KI8-33
Kp

Daerius Forubar was probably born about 1926 and in 1946 was a
freshman at the Faculty of Law of Tehran University. At this time he
and four other students from the law and medicine feculties Joired in
an oath to combat Communism in Iran apd they thus formed the Pan-Iran
Party. The Party grew so that by 1952 it at least thought it wes
sufficiently strong to weigh the advantages of entering the elections
for the 1Tth Majlis. The results of this discussion caused some
dissension within the party and Foruhar emerged as the leader of the
faction which preferred to wait and support Mosadeq's National Front
as long as there was an identity of interest and support the
constitutional monarchy. For most of the Mosadeq regime the Pan-Iran
Party supported the government but retained its freedom to contimue to
attack the communists. Thus in the summer of 1953 when the comunis@s
seemed to be getting stronger and the monarchy weskening » Foruhar
withdrew his support. According to an unconfirmed repo_rb his speech
against the commnists was the first that was made on August 19, 1953,
the day Mosadeq was overthrown.

Since the end of the Mosadeq era Foruhar has been an active
representative of his Ferty in the councils of the National Resistance

140
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EVALUATION OF SOURCE.  A: Completely refiable. By (sually retiabte.  C: Fairly reliable. D: Not usually relisble. E: Not reliable. (Applied to
nurcc.d. of doubtful honesty or loyalty. regardiess of their competence). f: Reliability cannot he judged (Applied to ustested or Insufficlently
tosted gources).

APPRAISAL OF CONTENT: 1. Confirmed by other independant and relisble sources.  2: Probably true.  3: Possibly true.  4: Doubtful, 5: Probably
false. 6: Cannot be judged. Documentary: Based on original document.
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State - October 1959 SECRET/NOFORN %9-33 COUNTRY REPORT NO, WIT-55%
SUBJECT  Toterviow with o DATE OF REPORT 3 hly 162
1. Morrs
2. pinions
Movement. He bas been inprisoned several times and reportedly has been e ph NO. OF PAGES é
REFERENCES 0
wooed b various politi..l elements including the Court and the Mardom DATE OF  Jvne 1961
INFO.
PLACE & Iran, Te-ran (29 June /1)
(Peoples) Party leader Amir Assadollah Alem (see biography). DATE ACQ. ’

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE, APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. NOTE FOREGOING EXPLANATION,

There is no personal information available on Derius Forukar. SOURCE: ¢ ¢ Amertcen cbesevor ().

Appraisal of Contentt 2.

1o Horrsntie data on Taryash Foruhar, wader of the swmiral sometll of the
“ational “roat (57) snd Pmnelran ‘arty leadar, fallowss

#e trms 33

re iducarions Yerly edmestion in Tafahan snd Tehseng University of
Tehven, freduate of lew 9.

2o lanyuaress Fachay speeke anly fersian, theugh be reads sosw Inglish
and sertape 2 little Fremche

fe  Teeupstivn: The Tationsl Intsllipeneo mnd “seurity Trganisation (I2VAT)
mly resently peraiited Mm to prectice law, and ‘e adults
relrctantly that "o h12e bewn involved in very lew coscse
4is srineipal sreocounstion hes aluays bess with pelitieal
sfraire.

®. Iyavelt To travel outeide of Irsn. Pervhar has trisd ofm“.“.m
the uic'r youare, 1o ovtain persissien te ¢o
mt &'&" n' ;y the governmemt, t:ab is CA7AE.
mm-muueenn-dummwmoanm
md s still required $8 have paswission hefore leaving
the eity.

f. i@ Parvansh M-dfmhnmmodmumu-o
Iast relansnd from Jaile. The new ‘res Foruhar is 4 studeas of
2t $he "niwraity ef Tehren and ma active ¥T mpportes whe dae spend a
n:&nu—mudmumhmm-mmm
adert 1 with her studies 88 Wil a8 her
polstienl sativition, Oa he sion of thelr wmrvi rre

e ol J
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Mem orandunrorom e ¢

TO . Chief, Political Section DATE: 21 October 1965

/é’/ P-300/65
FrOM : CAS
B )

supjEcT: Sentence ol
7,

Darius Foruhar

The following is for your information and whatever use you wish
to make of it within the security limitations designated. Any
reporting by you of this information must cite the control
NOFORN but need not cite CAS as the source.

On or about 16 October 1965 Dariush Foruhar, leader of the
Mellat-e Iran (Iran Nation) Party, was sentenced to three years
imprisonment by the presiding judge of ordinary Military Court
No. 2. Foruhar was arrested thirteen months ago.

B
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ECON-2
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UsSIS FRM & Anembassy TiHiAs DATE: Novesber 2, 1965
AID ’
MAAG SUBJECT: ,4litary Trial of Foruhar, iraniaq sdation Party ieadsr
DAO-3 .
CRU-2 REF 3 A=567 of say 3, 1965
CR
POUCH: .
ISF¥ On or about vctober 16, 1965 Darius Fuiidins, lcadsr of the
KHOR Iranian wation rarty (ne567 of say 3, 1965}, was sentenced to three
MESH years in priscn by the presiding judge of rdlitary Court fwo., It
TABR i3 not known exactly what charges wers made against Foruhar, but
the prosecutor reportedly citsu previous periods of imprisonment as
22/gx proof that Forubar was a troublemakor in addition to being opposed
to ths regime. The seutence was appealed, but upheld by the vourt
of Appeals.

Feruhar had been arrested in late September 196h anc held for
over a year without trial. It is possible that tids year in prison
will be subtracted from the new sentence, as there are precedents
for this prosedure (c.fs berelian case, page 6 of the reforcace)s
Fopuhar's dafense attornsy, brigadier Jensral (fau) SAluii, who
also assisted in the defense of ths 1b psople charyed with complicid
in the Aprills) sasassination attempt on the Shah's 1ife, brought
up Foruhar's previous perious of imprisonment without trial and
suggestad that they be subtracted from his sentence. iHowever,
this line of reasoning wes rejected by the court.

w0 mention of the rorubar triaX appeared in the press and it
wag not widely uiscussed, it is perhaps more than colocidence
that this trial occurred at the same time as the much-publicized

Group 4
downgraded at 3eyear intervals.
leclassified after 12 years.
SECR.T
POLiaibolstersalw  11/2/65 iiFerz
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SECALT Page 2, A= 337 from Tenran

kY 8l
trinl of the 1 alleged conspirators xpenﬁuneu above. T W
of vapius Foruhar proviuss further evidease of the nars 1l
bein, curreatly takea ajainst tae polivical opposition seres

For tns smbassadory

-
G,
Hartin F. detz.
Couns of wrbassy
for Political Affairs
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"IRAN Daryush FORUHAR

Leader of Nation of Iran Party

Daryush Foruhar is one of the National Front's
younger, more radical figures who in recent years
have increasingly criticized the' front's more
moderate leadership for its alleged over-cautious
attitude, He is a militant nationalist in the
Nazl mold and noted for his virulent anti-Com-
munism., Although he originally called for Iran's
return to its ancient geographical and political
greatness, he has more recently emphasized neutral-
ity and freedom from foreign influence, While A
not an intellectual, Foruhar is a devoted advocate (PRE~1966)
of his cause and a talented organizer and propagan-
dist. His Nation of Iran Party is the National Front's most militant, well-
organized component. It is under close surveillance by the government, and
Forvhar, who has spent a large part of his career in Jail, is currently
serving a three-year term for anti-government activities.

Pro-West, Foruhar, nevertheless, wants Iran to follow an independent
policy in the manner of India. He considers CENTO useless, and is critical
of military alliances, which he believes tend to shore up corrupt and
unpopular governments more than they deter Communism. He admires the US,
but criticizes its support of Britain and the current Iranian regime.
Although he does not advocate revolution for Iran, which he says would benefit
only "alien and imperialistic"” elements, he doubts that the present Shah
would accept a limited constitutional role,

Foruhar favors bi-lateral agreements with the US, particularly those
involving economic aid. He would also accept aid from the USSR provided no
strings were attached (a remote poseibility in his opinion). An advocate of
planned development, he would accept limited technical assistance and encour-
age the construction of steel mills. He is pessimistic concerning land re-
form, and proposes the nationalization of agricultural land and the formation
of farming cooperatives. He would 1ike to revise the oil agreements, but
through negotiation rather than nationalization. Foruhar would alsc re-
organize the army and recognize Communist China.

Born in 1928, Foruhar received his early education in Isfahan and Tehran,

He graduated from the Tehran University Law Faculty in 1951. He was a found-
ing member of the Pan-Iran Party, a right-wing nationalist group formed in
1946, 1In 1952 the party split three ways over the issue of support for the

monarchy. Foruhar and his followers broke away and formed the Nation of Iran
Party, which affiliated with then Premier Mohamad Mosadeq's National Front

(wF). (The parent organization, led by Mohsen Pezeshkpur, went into a period

of eclipse, and for several years Foruhar's group was referred to as the Pan-
Iran Party. With the recent recrudescence of the 0ld Pan-Iran Party, which

GROUP 1

Excluded from automatic
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Daryush FORUHAR (cont.)

has unofficial government support, the differences between the two grouz}s] have
become more spparent.) Although Foruhar supported Mosadeq, he opp:sedt :n .
growing power of the Tudeh (Communist) Party, and Nation of Irag ilre?n gang;
frequently clashed with Tudeh members., One report stai.:eg that fo. o;u gake
Mosadeq's overthrow in 1953, Foruhar was the first political leader to m:

a public speech, taking anti-Communism as his theme.

Foruhar remained within the NF, however. An outspoken ?ritic of 1‘:he
government, he retained his small but intensely loyal following, anidlﬁ-
tributed pro-NF literature which he m:lmeogrsfpl:xed at hor'ne. By 196 bis im-
patience with the NF leadership led him to join the NF's radical vf{lzkgl F
Appointed to a commission to study proposals for reorganization o L ; it
executive machinery, he tried unsuccessfully to oust the modt?rate ia grse § 78
After the major tactical defeats suffered in 1963 by the NF in thg ant zh;
form referendum and Majlis elections, the radicals “?hreatened ‘Fo .esezi o
front. Aided by a letter from Mosadeq Yhi%hcrigic1zxe‘(;dﬁlclzll;mw:rzn:iec:edyéo

ty elections in Apri . ome W
:ﬁ:yéoﬁzguzizepgzuicil, but lack of sufficier.lt leadership at.)llity a.ni gov-
ernment interference prevented them from bringing about any mgnifl:;.n _—
changes in the front's political situation. An ati.:empt to broadeg Z T
base by forming a united front with other nationallstl'. groups f'ouniere oort
subsequent distrust of Foruvhar's group for 1:'.he Tudeh's enthll:siast ¢ supp
of the effort. Foruhar himself was jailed in September 1964,

Foruhar is a tall, rather handsome man who i:s us1.13.lly impeccably
dressziyuzz has a pleasant, informal manner, and is polite Ylthoui.:tflhii\;i;:l
Iranian effusiveness. He speaks unemotionally and to the point, 1;1 o e
elaboration. Although he is a trained lawyer, he has rarely praz 13 ore
when permitted by the government to diggg.h He haimx;z:g zze:hzuA;;OeASian

f government opposition; in e was -
;:gziz: gol?darity Conference in Cairo, but was unable to atte:d‘i‘ehﬁgﬁut
1960 he married Parvaneh Eskandari, then a soc%o}ogy student at Tehran dent
University who had already spent some time in jail for her par 11?t1;1e Enraen
demonstrations, Foruhar speaks only Farsi, although he reads a 1i

and some French.

1BAscib 18 January 1966
ied
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DR 04 August 1966

To * Chief, Political Section /
P-149/66

FROM @ CAS —/\

SUBJECT: Ippending Release qof Darius Foruhar

The following is for your information and wh ver use you
wish to make of it within the security limitations designated,
Any reporting by you of this information must cite the control
NOFORN but need not cite CAS as the source.

1. The family of Darius Foruhar expects that he will
be released from prisen on the Shah's birthday 26 October 1966.
Foruhar's mother has been ceaselessly active in her efforts
to secure support from Government and Majlis figures for the
release of her son and she is now confident that he will be

freed.

2. Conditions attached to Foruhar's release are that he
refrain from all political activity and that he not attempt
to leave the country. Foruhar's mother believes that he will
readily agree to these conditions; his health is still not
good and he is despondent after his incarceration.

i3 FCTEIGN DISSEM
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CONPIDENTIAL

KEMORANAM OF GOMWERSATICR

PARTICIPARTS: Fereiqun TAQIZADH, Medical octer, (Member of Mation of
Iran Party)
larry W. Semakis - Sevend Secretary of hubassy

TIME & PLACE: my 7, 1968, Residence of Hedayatolla MATIN-DAFTARI

SUBJECT s P.M, Hoveyds's Meeting with on of Iran Party Leader, Foruhar
UISTRIBUYIONs  POL/SP, POL/RF, CHWON, SHU, BIO (2), O% . /.p .. . .,
s . ML o

Teqizadsh said that three montha sgo, Priss Minlster Hevo, summoned
Dariush Forubar (lesder of the Mation of Iram Party) to his orﬁo for a talk.
m te Tagisadeh, Howayds offered Forghar (a lmwyer by profession) &
oo plmm in any Mimistry if Ferwbar would remounce his opposition

mm:m » Howeydas reportedly pralsed Yoruhsr for his leadership
smm- ] stressed the futility of comitimmed political opposition to the

s guverzmect. Poruhar declined the offer categerically.

Tegisadeh said that Foruhar's Xation of Iran Party has s small bub

::d::;hd following, Because of the tight palitical combrols now obtaining,
his fellow party men ars passively waitirg for the right time tc

re-emerge as & political force., The Party stands for comstitutional govern-
went in Iran and an end to the complete authority exervised by the shah., The
Party would natisnelise all importiant sconamis endeavorz in the country and
::ld exact morc money for Iran from the Oil Jonsortimm. In foreign affsirs
wl‘;aﬂy -oul.d.s.ek » rapprochement with the *progressive” Arab states, ard

isarch a "truly independent natioral foreign policy."” Taqixadeh clalims
that rural discontent in the afterwath of land reform is yrowing and ihat this
discontent is directed at the Shah's govermmemt. He claimed thai the govern~
ment har not met the neads of the peasanto previously furnizhed Ly the iande
lords, and unt}ku failure has becoms & major source of discontent. lie alse
n‘e).u that the Shah's govermment willi be unable to meet the rising expeclaticns
of other olmments in the population--particularly the demands of a growing
mdadle ¢lass. Tmqisadeh predicts political instability in Iren's fulure.

BIOGHAFHIC NCTEs

Fareidun Tagisadeh is tho nephew of Seayed Hasan Tagisadeh, (an eccto.s i
referred to by Iranians as the “Father of the Iranian ;gmutuiiz(m“ gec:&;m;;an
his activity in the 1905 Constitutional Levelution). ZFureicdun 18 a radical
doctor :Ln his late 201's, sevaral years ago he was arrosted becauso ol his
political activitiee st Tehran University anc drafied imto the Arugy whoru he
was asgigrwd <mni-l tasks. He mow is working &t Pehlavi Hospital but hopes o
g6 to the U.i. to study further in medifcine, Mo cledms to have accepiancsy



CONTTo LA
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Ameri i but i & trouble getting a
meidcal institutiens. He 1s having A

Irmuport“w;:imn of his political activities in Iran, but fools that.tthe

g::-rnl-nt will eventually 1st him travil abrosd. rnqizgnegn:;i::uzui pretors

» sbout 140 lbs, He speaks 1alr &%

Yo soo ?:}::x.% umarried. He is doepl;g interested in potitics

:;lmqpm- dedicated to the Netion of lrmn Farty ard its loader wica

visita regalariy.

PoLilsSemakinsg)  5/18/68
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Daryush FORUHAR IRAN
(Phonetic: OrooHAR) .

Leader, National Front
(since August 1978) OFFICE OF

CENTRAL REFERENCE

Long active in the
opposition movement,
Daryush Foruhar has
spent 15 of the last 20
years in prison; most re=~
cently, he was jailed '
from 11 November to 6 De- |
cember 1978. He is the
former leader of the now
defunct Nation of Iran
Party, one of the groups
that made up the old
National Front (NF) during
the 1950s and 1960s. Foruhar has a law degree,
but rather than practice his profession, he has
used his education and propaganda talents to
expose what he considers to be illegal government
actions. An able political. organizer, he could
claim considerable credit for making the Nation of
Iran Party the most militant and best organized of
the parties in the NF during the late 1960s. He
is an activist, who has urged street action to
demonstrate popular dissatisfaction with the
government. His popular appeal, particularly
among university students, during the 1960s was
recognized by both the government and- his col-~
leagues in the opposition movement. Firmly com-
mitted to reform and the restoration of "consti-
tutional rule,” he has refused all blandishments
from the government to induce him to renounce his
stands. (C)

Foruhar has been active in the opposition's
current campaign to discredit the government on
the basis of its human rights record. He was one
of the three signers of a letter published in the
French newspaper Le Monde. in June 1977 that con-
demned the Shah's rule and called for the strict
application of constitutional principles. 1In
November 1977 he organized the Union of National
Front Forces, which advocated the restoration of
"constitutional rule" and of personal freedoms and
the nationalization of industry. During 1978 he
and several other opposition leaders have worked

(cont.)
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together to coordinate action against the govern-
ment and to develop a positive political program.
In August 1978 he brought his movement into a |
resurrected National Front (its full name is the
Iran National Front), an umbrella organization
that includes parties ranging from conservative to
leftist, though not Communist. The new NF has
called for the dissolution of SAVAK (National |\
Intelligence and Security Organization), the
immediate release of all political prisoners, the
abolition of military tribunals, and an inde~
pendent foreign policy based on Iranian national
interests. The NF is 'led by Karim Sanjabi, but
Foruhar had gradually emerged as its principal
spokesman before his November arrest. (C) |

Over the years Foruhar has appeared to be an
ardent--even xenophobic--~nationalist. In the
1940s and early 1950s he advocated the return of
Iran to its ancient geographic and political
greatness. Later he developed a stand that em-
phasized neutrality and freedom from foreign
influence. He actively supported Prime Minister
{1951-53) Mohammad Mosadeq. He is an avowed enemy |
of the USSR and Communism, however, and fregquently
came into conflict with Tudeh (Communist) Party
supporters of Mosadeq; Nation of Iran Party mem—
bers were often involved in street brawls with
members of the Tudeh Party. Foruhar believes in a
socialist approach to development; he favors the
nationalization of land and industry and supports
agricultural cooperatives. He admires the United
‘States but has'been critical of its support of the
Snah. (C) i

Early Life and Career

Daryush Foruhar was born circa 1928. After
attending schools in Isfahan and Tehran, he studied
at Tehran University, where he received a law
degree in 1951. 1In 1946 he helped found the Pan
Iran Party, a rightwing nationalist group that
emphasized Iran's past glories. In 1952 the party
split over the question of whether it should sup~ )
port the monarchy, and Foruhar and his followers
formed the Nation of Iran Party. The Pan Iran
Party, led by Mohsen Pezeshkpur, went into a
period of decline, and for several years Foruhar's
group was referred to as the Pan Iran Party. (C)

The Nation of Iran Party eventually became
affiliated with Mosadeg's NF, and Foruhar served
on the latter group's Central Council. Foruhar

38 -
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distributed pro~NF literature, which he had mi
meo—
g;afggg at home. ?e also sought to reorganize the
N a more activist party. He was frequentl
jailed for his political activities. (C)?q ¥

Personal Data

Foruhar is a tall, handsome man who is usuall
well dregsed. He has a pleasant, informal manner of
and is polite without showing the usual Iranian
effusiveness. He speaks unemotionally and to the
point. Foruhar reads some English and Prench. 1In
about 1960 he married Parvaneh Eskandari, who was
then a student of sociology at Tehran University
and a ge;lgw NF activist. (She, too, has spent
some time in jail for her NF activities.) (C)’

7 December 1978

- -
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The Axbassador Jarmary 5, 1963
Mwrough Ar. Hookwell

e Ge "iller

conwsrsations with Jr. Jowesin ‘sidavy, lasier of tiwm Intelleotual

Seoup of The Gational froom, 1rs; the %t dmtional Mromt
Gomress held butween lecesber 2S-lecesber 1, 1962,
Shopray rm:%w;%u-m«m;mnarmn
subtly in two reosid » Anme Siacslair sehdavi's
adventore and ¢ Aehdavi's o Jumene (. Aasdavy's fa s Likw
his relstive taji Malek, Shormsen's Bl g was & werctend amd

lancowner; r. Yabhdavy's gensrstlion hewe bYecome profesaionsl men end
intellectuale. The eduostion sbruad which tbe elder ‘ehdavis imsisted thet
thwir childwen hawe (ewen though they themasiwes did net have this experisnge;
has inevitably comtributed to Ur. ablavy's militant desire to lewd Iren to
become # modern derogrstic nution,

i o stadent ot xlford, and aa & reniciny weeber of “lan Wianizatiocu's
pomasic “uress, Jossein ‘Ghdavy was reapected by his caxtewporaries and hs
gaperiors alike for his imtellsctual abilisies. In 1965, L. “abdavy studied
&t rinvetsn Tnlwersity. Followln his yesr in the States Hahdavy decided
thet it wer futils to eamtinue in "lan ‘wrandzation “when tiw regime neither
understonds or wishes plonmning”, mvd Isft the "lan shortly alter his return
from the mited Jtaten. e then joimed the Yatlomal Promt and snoouraged
manty others with similar backirrounds to join, becsuse “1t is obly tiwourh sn
asctive rolitical party that Iran can briw; about the chanjes necemsary bYefore
irsu can mesningfully procress,”

Althagh Tre abdavy 18 only 30, he nas considershle influsnce smon, tom
younrer intellsctuals. “7ith 'ds nephow Feridun Matdavy (who is actually Wwo
yoarw sldey) and iedaymtellah ‘stinelaftary, the grandgan of L. osssieq, W
wx-reives comsiderable influende over tie umiversity studsnte. o views as
siven in thix memorandm wre of imtuerwst becaus: tomy jresent in an artic.liste
way the viewpolnt of the youny intallectual yrous within the Wwiionsl Fromte

faee Hahde dtionel front con ress.

There were Lhrwe maln problens that faced the Lo xess. The Tarty ro ras,
toe rgaisstion of the Party wnd the gquestion uf tie leftuwing Preedom ovenent.

‘s Beregr!

Lo Althoch there was & fealing that Voo ‘alisnel Jromt Charter wirld be
8 mource of rest controvercy, it was soproved sleost unandmously. mly Derius
Taruar chlected, The cosrter 1a & sumary statement of repats sutmitted to

¢ Tra Jearsn branch of the fanily spells thelr name with sa "a%, “andavy, whils
L esnes Dreseh swmlls the name wit: s "a", Yeldavi,

SWE LAY
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the liesesrch snd Flanning Comeitise over & period of & yesr and s half, The
Comrittee wea divided into three sections: “olitieal, lconmmle and “ocisl. e
slan o0 publish {n the neer future & Yook oomiainin e full revorts from
widoh the susmary vas mede. The Areasble whish i written in & d4ifTernt tone
was written by the Ixecqtive Comnities,

‘The ‘plitical sections of the charter were s condern for ine party ss a
whole, althoush the Iran Party had thw major influence in deteraining the final
form, Toe ooneuis porticns of Lo olurter wers left to tne youncer trained
egunon ats. The portions on Forelgn Policy were written after a farwuls nade
by Or. sosssdeq aalled "The Defenwive Yormila®. For exemple, the bi-latersl
agresnent between Irsn and the United States s defensive rather thun azgressive
in nature and is sooeplabie to the Hatiomsl Frent. CI¥TO ts defensive in
nature, hut it has outlived its usefulness, so thas the avional front has
sarious reswrvations about this past. Kith revisiens that sscount {or resent
oircunstances, suoh & smulti-lateral trosty would be in Iran's interest,
Further, if a dafensive pact aids our domsstie polliacy a» some woonomio aspects
of CLNTU da, 1% would be in our interest to sugyest such a pact.

The feeling of the dationsl 7rout about the charter was expressed uy
845031, ¥Sines thw averthrow of the Yajars taere nave hesn over 60 Loverse
nanits, only 1k of which had 8 sroprame The sombinetion of the L

+ Bosause tiw cherter wvas so widely sdecepted,
the question of noliay and 1t turned to the
diffisult question of cryxanisatina,

1. drganisstion

The younger imbellestnal-university groups mudering $0 out of the 170
dslacates taking part provesed \hat the Nstionsl front use an "open comities
Sype® of srganisation and diesard the "esll type” system of ergsninstien used
up to the nresent time. The propossl wes defested for two rwasons: Yirst,
thhmmnhrgcmnnndyhc-mm“ﬂ\oumm'-di
systen®; Seoond, it was Lhe majerity comssnsus that sinse the govervment
eculd be expected to sontimue 1its “represcive ws® it would e wiser for
the time being 10 use the mere Guoncesled, but uore secure method,

The Irsn Perty is i firm satrol. Dr. Saleh, Sanjabi and Sadeqi still
are the key rmn even though Sanjabl on cscasion joined tae Khemji greup.

The univerwity students sre now umier the dissipline ef our group.
of the nont dramstic momente of the whols Coniress wes whem iiejasi and
Shahpur Jsihtiar were scoused of a bresch of diseipline Yy tie universiny
£roup in fromt of the Comiress. Hejasi, in particular, waa singled ocut as
the ono responnible for Fallimg to comsult with Salel: sbout the first of
Salman (Jan, 21, 1962) riote, Helasi wno {s the "brain truster® of ths Irsa
Party did not even yet on the comities a9 2 rewult of this aondemation Wy
the studeute, There i» absolutely no truth 3o the statement made in
vevargsent papers that the students lLave broken awsy fros the ‘eticnal Pront,

CONFIDFNTIAL
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d 6ub with them. The issue was of parliamentary procejdure. We
m out be::m of & breach of proceffdure. The students cortention was
later up held, The students and intellectuals have only one active merber
and two weak members on the committee, Ferldun Mahdavy was slected only at
the insistence of Sadegi. We will be lucky to get anyone else oun the
committes, becauss the 15 remaining members are appointed by the 35 already
elscted., It is only through elections that we will be able to prove our-
selves. But even though my group did not do a8 well as we had hoped, the
whole atzosphere of the Congress was like s Parliament. Parliamentary
procegliures worked very well. If the intallectual and student groups are
to get more positions of party leadership befors the Congress in two years
time, it will be by winning Majlis seats. We are somewhat disappointed,
but &t the same time we are averjoyed that Parllamentary proceedures cen
work in Iran. "It was a small taste of freedom for us. We will be
satisfied only when we have a freely elected Majlis.®

While the Congress wes a victery for the old guard oonservative gzoup
represented by Dr. Saleh, the Congress had to consider the position of the
left wing Freedom Mo . :

III The Freedom Movement:

Following the 28th of Mordad the group led by Dr. Mehdl Bazargan went
underground and eontimied resistence to the Shah and the regime. The Free-
dom Movement has Tudeh members, hooligans and some mentally unbalanced
pecple 88 well, There was a strong feeling that this group because it was
80 violent and unstable should be excluded, DBut Bazargan has asgreed to
purge his party and to sccept the discipline of the committee. The Freedom
Movement has two members on the committee, but they are probationary as is
the party as a whole. The undesiresble elements who have been named must
first be purged before they are given full party statua.

N Sumarys

According to Mahdavy the Congress was suocessful. Dr. Mossadeq's plea
for unity given by a tape reoording at the begiming of the Congress was
heeded, Mahdavy felt that the successful use of parliamentary procegdures,
the acceptance of the platform, the willingness to submit to everall party
diseipling in matiera of organiszation and mexbership have helped to make
the National Fromt a far more cohesive and effsotive political psrty. It
seens also te have further whetied their appetite for a larger share of
pover,

AMBWGMillertoah
' CONFIDENTIAL

42

— o~ D O Al
Oﬁ%e Memorandum + vnitep smgs GOVERNMEKT"

TO : ‘Tne Ambesgador / pate: February 9, 1963

FROM : William G.dmiller

susject: Memorandum of Conversation ﬁ(m}d;d&wy, a National Front
Leader

Participants: Dr. Hbsein Mahdavy - National Front
William Green Miller - American Embassy

Place: Dr. Mahdavy's home

Times February 6, 1903
Commentt

The remarks made by Dr, Hosein Mahdavy reported here are of interest

because they help expiain the curious decision made by the National Front to
oppose the Heferendum of January 26, For men like Mahdavy, at least, the
decision was made primar:ly for intellectual reaons, which seemed to ignore
immediate tactical political considerations.

Summary of Conversavioni

Dr. Mahdavy first asked me what my impressions were of the events that had
taken place at the end of Jamuary., I sald vhat it seemd obvious that most
Iranians, in fact, tne overwhelming majority were in favor of the Shah's program;
the Refarendum clearly pointed this out. I said that western observers such as
the press believed that significant reforms were at last underway. I said thav
the National Front appeared to many people w0 be a spent force, tilting a2t wind-
mills of the past. I asked why the National Front decided to oppose vhe
Heferendum.

Dr. Mahdavy said that the whole issue of the Referendum was & very difticult
problem for the national Frono. As the national Front viewed the problem, to go
along with the Shah was capitulatvion. It would be an admission that dictavorship
was ohe best form of govermment to carry out needed reforms in Iran., However, the
National Front favored the reforms pushed by vhe Shah. It was then decided thav
the referen would be opposed using the formula "Reforms Yes, Shan's Dictatore
ship nott, ?ﬂ this point FManhdavy spoke primarily in terms of technical logic
treaving the whole issue as though it were a philosophical problem rather than &
situation involving che acuions of political groups, He said that "the horns of
the dilemma were either to oppose the referendum or to support it. Either choice
would have been a disaster for us. We golved this problem by separating the Shah
from reforms. 1ne clarity of this solution was essential to us."7 It was decided
that meetings would be held and the bazezar closed and the party line was to
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stress that their opposition to the Heferendum was not opposition to the reforms
but rather opposition to the authoritarian manner in which whe reforms were
being carried out.

I said that it was widely belleved, as far as I could tell, that the National
Front was simply opposing the Shah in order to remain in the popular eye. I said
that the peasants who haa been given land by the Shah could hardly think the Shah
a tyrant. I said the sporadic fights at the University were thought of as fuvile
gestures reflecting the National Front's lack of direction,

Mahdavy answered that the National Front believed that the decision to oppose
the Referendum because it was dictated by the Shah was the right choice in the
long run. Mahdavy said that the Government through conurol of the security
forces, the press and radio had always had an advantage. The people will be
disillusioned and see through all the propaganda as they were shortly atter the
Shah's last enuvhusiasm: the two party system. Popular opirion is pehind the Shah
now, I know, but this will change. He has weakened his position by fixing the
nreferendum he already had easily won, Who believes that the vote was so over-
whelming as the 99% claimed? ‘'fhe people will soon see that the Shah is not
capable of carrying out the reforms he has begun. After all, the driving force in
these reforms has been Arsanjani. The Shah canmnot bear for long a popular leader,
as the past has so clearly shown. tThe conflict between Arsanjani and the Shah
will come. When Arsanjani goes, what then? What happens if the Shah is assassina-
ted? Assassinavion is a highly developed art in Iran. There are many who are
now willing to do it. It is the always present danger thatv ihe Shah or the lead-
ing ministers might be suddenly removed that worries me., Dictatorship is an
efficient way to carry out a program as Hitler and Stalin proved but we do not
want this kind of progress. The Shah is not a Hitler or a Statin or even like
his father. He is a weak dictator, who vacillates from one enthusiasm to
another. Land distribution is the latest enthusiasm. You should hear what the
millahs are saying in the Mosques about the Shah's visions,

Mahdavy said that the peasants may be behind the Shah "at present", but what
will happen when the reform administrative machinery breaks down as it certainly
will. ‘he dispossessed landlords, the bazaari, the intellectuals and vhe mullahs
are now opposed to the Shah. If the peasants expectations are not met, they will
join in opposition,.

When the nex! budget comes up, what then? Who will pay for ihe reforms?
will the Shan cut back on military spending by 2057 Will he cut vack on industry
and communications to pay for the land disurivucvion program? Who wiil make up
the gap? Will the United States pay the price, even if the Shah does not cut
back on his miditary budget?

I answered that I thoughu the United States Covernment would assist in some
way the reforms that have been begun, but in what way or to what exvent, it was

too early to say. 1 asked what the sational Front would do if che reforms in
fuct, succeeded.

Mahdavy reiteraned that he did not believe this covernment was capable of
carrying out the relorns to enmnletion, if the repime somehow did accomplish
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i nt
f dictatorship versus representative goverrme
Kiieb:eggzgiytg:?izzg %csr:u:l;. He said, "L know the Uni.ted States Go:;errl;mem
is backing the Shah because for the first timetmgani\ggf\;i. iii:rx;zn Zegrjr-lstgib\emim
ited States wanted relor d 1
taking place. I thought the Uni ke L e rhat it
h of democratic government.
to go hand in hand with the growt ) . e in
i i he carrys out the reforms y .
is easisr for you to back a dictator if r ; ant in e
i hese relOrms are accomp )
for helping to keep him in power. But if o c
:‘:3111.!;011 sti]_lpbagk the Shah, and not help those who wantu representative

government?®

i s, were behind the Shah and as
I said that 75% of the people, the peasants, HerS e e e nahe

long as this was so the claim of the national From
people' sounded rather hollow.

Mahdavy answered that the peasantry was a group that the Ng\t?oﬂ;ifﬁ:n;
could not reach in the pasv, because they wegitcut oiiefgﬁzhpgit;;;it poss}i{.ble
the nature of the Iranian social structure, ; now T Do ren

‘1 i he cities 1like Isfahan, Abadan r
for us Lo get to them. ‘The workers in © e ir suppors again.

i behind us in the last elections and we W g

gi‘rihioé;gffails to fuifill the peasant's expectatzonstzn tnes;x:)é;. ;v;ii)éizrals.,

: 5 e pes.
they will turn to us, If the Shgh‘s progrgm succeeds,
de:}irres will grow along with their prosperity. In any case, ml?ssthihismost
assassinaved first, the Shah has secured his throne for two years & .

We can waite.

T asked how the National Front was dedling with the continuing arrests of
its leadership by the regime.

Mahdavy said that the more people the regime arreste'c%, the }elaszlii I:;‘t;twg:ig
be for them to say that the Shah was a despotlc.leadgr. lhfa Sha amr‘L2 o ey
the courage to keep the navional Front leauer_-s in prison. Eher{eJ Eed 00 han
against him. He needs the financial support of the Unl

gga::;rnes efford to be as ruthless as Heza Shan would have been in a similar
situat
AMBaWGMillersogh
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KEATRANDA OF COHVTUSATION

Participants: &mnkz Fahdavy b Nstisnal Pront Lsader

W{lliam Oresn Fliler - imerican Tnbassy

Maces e Mahdavy's lome
rates Xaren 25, 1563
Juhjeats fational Tront views comrernirg eoup d'etat, assasaimation,

noegible successars to the Sheh, and some thoughts about the
oresent econowmic situation in Irsn,

Commant

Tr. Mahdavy iz one of the rincipsl leadersz of the Xational Fromt, now
that mast of ibe central committee are imprizoned, fahdavy claims his views
are shared nob only by hls greup of younp intellectuals bat that they are
also held by sone of the oliter moderste ;roup lsd by Allahyar Salahe

The Prasent !conomic oituatlons

. Zehdavy sald thet when oo was in the Flan Jrganization iconomie
“ureau, he neloed in the rreparstion of the Third “lan. e sald that the
aronjections for the Third Plan were hased o1 the econosioc perfarwance of Iren
in 1333 (1957 ). He noted that private inveatment has been LOT below the
rrojected lavel far this year, and from sll ne could lesrn, investmont is
srobably soing ta eontimue 3t this low level., He reflected that histarieally
it takes for longer 1o come out of a depression than vo fall into ome. The
nah's solution 1o last year's eoonowin crisis was o reduce devalopment
furis in order to maintain the amilitary establishment. Mahkdavy resoried that
the Clay Report seemed 1o have sevaral relrrunces that apply (o lren., Habe
dovy reflscted that 1f atlitary sid from the U3 is reduced or sut off that
the jhah, following pest performances, would cut the develommsnt budget even
mare in order to maintain the military establishwment, Mahdavy gugiested that -
ihe 3han might make overtures %o the Soviets as he has in the pest in order te
sxtract more sid from the United Statea,

Aszpazination of the Shah:

Mahdavy svoke at length shout the differsnces bLetween the kationsl Fromt
and Arsb latiomelist croups. dhereas Arsb devionmalist parties Cavored violsnce
t2 actieve poser, the National Frost belioves pesasful means anould be used as
long az poseible to achicve its ends.

Group L

Sovmpraded &t 3 year inmtervels.
Leclaasified 12 yoars after date of oriyin.
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Mahdevy fwels that Mossadeq's Lnflusnoe is still Accinent in the Farty.
In Honsadeq's view tho use of nobs and violence can omly lesd to disaster 2s
his own experience so tragically prowed, lahdavy said that nds closs
collssgues 16 the Sational Front flrsly belleve in the necessity of building
deaceratis institutions and use of demorrstic methods where pomasible. e
sew useful parallels in Jelwuls govermmnt's oredusl sssusptiom of power,

Sontrary %0 thoss around ihe Shah, we belisve democratic imetitutions
are possible in irsn. "Why do the imericens seem to supsort dictatorship
in Iren? Is there not a contradietion in your beliefs to sunnort & petly
tyrant and to stand alool while & zroup that belleves democratie institutionn
ars right fer Iran 1a ruthlesaly supressed?

Mahdavy sald that vislent action should only be used as & lsst resort.
He reflected that despits the deop rencour that exists, assaseination hes wot
besn attenpted by the liational rromt. Ho sald thet assassination has often
been discussed. Findir as mszassin wild nob be dlfficult. The real
provlens wauild berin onea the Shah was removed. In the svent of an asnassinae
tion, the militery would take over - (General ‘existier ar somsone of his kisde
The progression of events wiuld nrobably lead to & 'stionalisy ; oversment,
_cononie conditions would be shaien to depths lower then now exist, <ven if
we hed a zowermmert composed of the ablest nen, Amini, btehs), Ysrwanferceian,
Saleh, #“oagiml and the de-uty positione filled by ihe sblest technacrats, the
military would not perwit us the time that would be needed to xet Iran on e
right road, ¢ would certalnly bave a sitvorlon ke iyris: the silitsry
constantly overeturning eivilisn rule becauss 2 innstlents. An asrescinstion
16 not In eur iotersut. If the “han died of a neart stlaci novt wesh we yould
be faced with & similar Loossible situzilon. -hat we want t9 mcescplisn i
to force tne Chah to accept us and to bulld up demceratic instititions thet
will free Iran fron velng decendant m the wirlms snd the mere existence 2f one
man.

Tne Nationel Sront and Coup d'itat:

rahdavy thon turned to the gquestion of eouy d'etat. tandavy seid the only
groups with Torce enoush 0 carry cut & cour dletat are the wilitary, ot even
Latugn there ave 2 larye mumber of ~ilitary lesders with Jdatlional Vront
sympathles, the .atisnal rront diztrested then Tecsume they were wmilltzry men
dedicated to the use > Toree as the oriscizal means of petiocn,  Whe oml,; xim
2f 3 coup dfetat that ahdavy $amcht it work ¢ the fationsl frontls
adventaze was & bloodless one where the imn wes {arced it of oower by tedng
aomdglled to lsave the country or to redon gnd not ruls. Mt alwievy srved,
Pwno in Lhe military can we Srast to alt bees and let the mitis with all ite
seening inefficienay and its scralrm: ly endles: talk, v toc counte it s
aur nelief that e silitery »wats ot sermit this.  cera it
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h}; siilitary menteiity, and the mrssent Loalh educated 13 « =ili
., o peralt perlissentar; rule,  Lenersl takntiar - no
7 40 wxert pressure on the Shun gw that .

gvertrwint rule Iran,

i AU MAWr, would
“0at we have o ¢o is
be will be forced o let « par Lawentary

The imericwn ,overnment has exerted
s merd T haw same nrezsure. [ obave ne dous )
:,auﬂ.mz largely resnonsible for Lend “eforn, ana of course J:X:cn ucon:m;cx‘ et
:?;o.h)-.m“ a‘a{w Have m:ia s largely due to your alde b &b tho same um
,w“«‘xv:aag;l’?:c:: & ’-i;i:;:y imo aud 3 gecred rolioe that Aas sun waszed tie

¢ 9f dennsratic fnatitutions, You have helped wloe out melerts Lo
ave heloed arush the Lerinnings : o e Yoy hare e
- E: othe U of desdoratic yoverment, Yo, h 2
used the nower you possess to foster democroilc institutlons., e not yet

ces The imbasssiop
M. Schwartz
Cole Tatmeviteh
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PerileSpandsr . Seepsin Yabesvy « Ntisnal Trowt Lesder
411lem Sreet Mllep » iasricen hassy

"ace: e andavyta lome
Tiwes Fyewing - Jow 5, 1963
Fabjectt Telran Riots of June 5, 19ul

CRCTHYS Flve laporsent yoifts wers mude Uy or. Jehdsvy derimg Wiis coeaverasuion

1. The Govermment knew Abaut the ducoastratiss at lsaat Uw ewmning telwe
the Jume 5ih rista.

2. M riots thasmclvec weare plemmed wits ssratepio sbjectives im rdnd.

3. mswaummmmmmmammmw
the regine.

he Xhoowinea in wow an imsrtesd matiomal fizure that the resime must
handle with exteress sire.

%, The Jationsl Front was not direetly invelwed in the ricts.

Tra Foandavy's Tiews an the Tiots

Ly, @ity said he had oee througivmt the elty frea 10 untidl lnc in the
aiternoes, wad was waet Lstrecsed Ly the argsaizution al the rloters, i clted
e Places thet wvere Attacked by the riolars. In the “inistry af fﬁsu? thn’
£lee were turned; the Anietry of interior wes wreoiadp Teffazoli's ariiee of

and Swosdeasting wes destroyed: toe iurkhamed {mwe of Btrengih) of

had. She well ¥mow: Covernment hutchwimen was desirapeds Slaslast Sewsmaper

dcumeds UTT wes attecked; olice “tstione were attasioody fetrs)

£ized; telunhons linas ripped upy shone booths destrareds buses and ns
stotims ware destrayed. Mabdavy sald tils ned cbviously beey well plunned
and She Sarpets were Dotk strategis And nincen rated Dy mamy af tae peonls, e
avted farther, thet thers was reletively little lovting, tu_tmuah deliborate
Seatwbod: 58 0f sovermmnt property., o reflected that the Clghting wes dirscied
frem fove main pointe 1a towsrd the nalooe! ihe lakser, Cmnmlen tirels) the
and the railread station, & seid She avisat llgnting wee at
aud of oourae 1n Lie Casemr. e sald the defenss parimstar sroundt
Herbls “elsce was otrdgly defendsd Rltatugh repested altonpia were Tace O
Auosgh tiw perindter,

|

ZE

poup &
Downgraded at 50 rpar inmtervalse
Declansified 12 years after dete of Wwiuln.
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1es onips oF Hm SA0TRs

e main cauge of e Flots asoorviin. v
syetoliat Loeiloehs  eiavy salsimed Coo i 8p® Lhomeineh wis ohaden
e leder 07 Waa i seot oF Jalar, Gk o L um effect oa the [rasien
xode A Sia arrest of cesinsa with bhe slleud e arrust of Ua fope would
e on the canale of LOME, b GaSdavy sild osrd religleus feelin: usa saly
& Jocus I ey and ooenlar sricvances, Le Baid Se noticed tie deli it sevple
took In laarmin: o7 ihe oosteeetion of Jeffari's fouse of -Aramgth (Jaflfsrd
16 widsly Meoamied 45 an enporasulons knife stabber), le sasd some xancphobie
tonivaciee vere ovicent. The Llbrary in the clty perdt wes Lurned, he thaught,
bocarps fL wag tnown Lt vas the it of sone inericans. bt ne sdded that
xenypnabla picved & relstiwly snall mart lz the viote, Those w0 liated
sensidn ohviwely wore varvoreinle [or tae atiewpbed burning of teslast
wuspeer alTicer &nd of tm LDevartmsat of dews amd “rosdessting,  dsired sgaingt
PMoLice was dirested 8% volice 3%4tiomss frritatism at poce bus scrvice was
dlreciod at hupes and sus st altawgd grievascee and hatreds too: o T0grenty
Zarem, Tehiavy stressed the grraat of owesineh united tham all, et sinoe
ronoedon elalued iy s e st Weouzhit g0 <Ay diverse elesments tovelhers

e i GVY Wil LD arvest of

sratallah Thomeineh

SalinTy arid sz momthy &9 Khodeingh vas relatiwvely amknown, Tet 1t wow
Als ooten o Trorisisn o the Snsi's satiemllad ectione thet nes Ly bt him
ints e limeid wte e e peosrded by Iracian intellscladls, ¢ven Lioee wio
e TiVile o0 g Yor Ixlasm, as lesrasd, entrermly Imiellivent end asurs couse
Sinee be wex rooentdy electsd wmomk airitual lesier of all Mg awt is only IS
and vicorais, [uoseioeh® role in Iruntan polillce e now nost daportent. e
nated ssrantuelically tist A% seitiodal Jproat s dewver able te Dping out the
maple in this way erdept wimn 103 Uy clossedege cwalavy Jelt that tos repise
eald At Niold Jomelinmn wider detent!en witteut ooctisied viglant opoaitione

farioe] xroot wa mgt Invelve! I3 iloty
‘1o fubdavy sald thwl o o BLional Vrawt was p% imralved in vxlays
setivities in toe lute aftertoon U Jams ke  ahdevy wes called by favie end
agked L7 the Mgtivnl rront was olemving 40 cariicipshe Un aswoustrations
asaingt Lhe yworomnt m o June T Cakdawy sald, “iet.  Lome ledt wing ationsd
“roat atuderdy vere involwed i the incidents that Lool leee st Lu¢ cniveveity
2t Aoout arm il Jlng L0 dlsaliy of the wwr saying “Death L3 the loody
Trrantt acd Sw Thurodng of 5 o overmeent Jecie s S0on sp the satioatal (rant
1rplers (ool odirg ahdlvy vere {Wowe? ¢ e3led AKX sl wold thor te stop
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CONFIDENTIAL C
MMCRANDUM OF CONVERSATION

Participants: Dr, Hossein Mahdavy, National Front Leader
William G, Miller, Second Secretary of Embassy

Places Mr. Miller!s Residence
Dates December 11, 1963
Subjeots SANATI Resumes Negotiations with the National Front

Dr. Hossein Mahdavy said that Homayoun Sanati head of Franklin Press and
go=between for the Shah, came to Dr. Mahdavy's house to talk with Mahdavy and
Darious Homayoun, a prominent journalist, having just come from an andience
with the Shah. Sanati told Mahdavy that the Shah was in a depressed mood and
that he complained of the economic depression and the poor adminisiration of
his government. Sanati said that he and the Shah agreed that it was essential
to bring in some of the more able younger talent into the governmenit, Sanati,
Mahdavy sald, then followed this up by asking Mahdavy and Homayoun to consider
Joining the government in high and responsible positions. Mahdavy sald that
Sanatl expressed the view that the Shah was thoroughly dissatiwfied with his
chlef advisors. Sanati said that the Shah will never give up the smallest
plece of his power under any circumstances, Mahdavy replied to Sanati at this
point and pointed out that if the Shah was unwilling to give up any of his power
and responsibility then how was it possible for other to help in the administra-
tion of Iran's affairs. Responsible positions require the use and possession of
power, he said. Sanati answered saying that perhaps the only way to carry forward
Iran's development is to work within the system. Mahdavy said he replied, "What
you sre asking us to do is to become like Moinian, Ansari and Nafiei." Sanati
then left and said that he wanted to continue these discussions the following week.

Both Mahdavy and Homayoun were impressed, accarding to Mahdavy, at the skill,
apparent sincerity and subtlety of Sanati's arguments. Mahdavy belleved that
Sanatil's visit to Allahyar Salsh and Sanatils visit to them indicates the begimning
of fresh attempts on the part of the regime to divide the more moderate National
Front members from the more militant opposition of the National Front.

Dist: Chargé
Mr,Herzwrdg file
GTI«Tiger
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MEMCRANDUM OF CONVERSATION

Participants: Dr, Hossein Mshdavy, National Front Leader
William G. Miller, Second Secretary of Embassy

Place: Home of Dr. Mshdavy
Dates January 28, 196L
Subjects Attempts to Form a New Party Out of the Remains of the National
Front
1. Origins

Dr. Mehdavy discussed the plans that he, Abdorrahman BORUMAND, Darius
FORUHAR, Shahpour BAKHTIAR and Hedayatollah MATIN~-DAFTARY, have been meeting to
form a new party from the moribund National Front. Mahdavy said that this group
has been meeting regularly over the past few weeks discussing the necessity for
the younger elements of the National Front to organize a new party framework,
develop a program and to lay down firmer lines of policy over ithe next fewyears.
So far, it has been decided, Mahdavy said,that such a party must be spearheaded
by the well-educated and liberal members of the National Front. The older leader-
ship, the extremists of both right and left were not to be included among the new
party leadership.

2. Leadership and Organization

Dr. Mahdavy said that so far there are about 20 members in the top cadre., The
party organization was to be open and no clandestine activities would be permitted.

3. Obstacles

There were two major obstacles, Mahdavy thought, to the development of the
party: first, the older leadership of the National Front had to give their
sanction to the new party. Meshdavy said he had seen Dr. Qolam Hossein SADEQI
today (January 28) to get his opinion. Mahdavy said Sadeqi was noncommittal. On
Thursday, January 30, the original five as well as six other younger National
Front members were to meet to discuss the proposed party in more detail. Follow=
ing this meeting Mahdavy said he plans to go to Allahyar SALEH to ask his support
for the new party. Mahdavy thought that Saleh is ready to turn over the leader=
ship of the party to younger hands, but he was not so certain of other members of
the central council. Second, Mahdavy thought the attitude of the government and
particularly SAVAK was cruciale SAVAK has the means to prevent the party from
becoming more than an idea, he said.

Group 4
Downgraded at 3 year interwals.
Declassified 12 years after date of origin,
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L. Rationale

Mahdavy said the basic idea of the new party was to give political form

and expression to popular nationalistic feelings. It was their aim, he maintained,
to be the successors to the National Front, "The old issues, the old methods, the
old leaders have gone by, It is time to re-think, re-organize and work to revive
popular democratic political parties.® Mahdavy felt that it is essential for
Iran to develop sound democratic institutions to parallel the social and

economic growth taking place within the country. He thought the major step to be
taken and their aim was in development of a genuinely popular political party.

5. Attitude Toward the U, S.

Mshdavy said that the party would be pro-Western and would actively seek
American support and advice saying that under the present circumstances no tppositian
political force can exist in Iran without American support.

COMMENT

The projected new party briefly discussed in this memorandum has been brewing
slnce the failure of the older leadership of the National Front to meet the
challenge of the September Majlis elsctions. While it is too early to say whether
the idea of the new party will be translated into action, the quality of the
personalities involved ,the ideas and aspirations they have so far expressed may
lead to a popular party of substance that could fill the dangerous political
vacuum that presently exists.
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CONF IUENTIAL
MEMORASDIM ¥ CONVERSATION

Participants: Dr. Hossein MAKDAVY, National Froot Lesder
Willism . MWller, Sesond Secretary of Ewbsssy

Flaee: Dr. Nehdavy's Home

Date: Februaxy 26, 196k

Subjest: Shehpour BAKHTIAR's Allaged ffay of Natiomal Pront Suppors to
the VAXOUR Oreup; Coslitien M Between O vative

Elwemts and the Netiomal Front; and Tectical Considerations

[

Bakhtisr's Alleged Offer of National Fromd Suppmrd $o Mensur Group

b, Mahdavy said that Shahpowr Saihtiar 414 in fast mest with Yohsem
Kasjebnourd last week but that the meeting wes wothing wrusual becsuse Sakhtiae

advantage to Hational Prent st this tims t¢ align 1%8elf with so powerless a
group as the Iren Kevim Party, whose only ressem for belng s & whim of the Shah,
Mahdavy said that other messbers of the Mational Froat had talied wilh memders

All Amint kas besu o 500 Allalysr Salsh seversl times recently snd has made a
serions effort to et Salsh to agree to jein Asini in & coslition. Mahdavy said
that Saleh's view is that sush & s3alition would be advantagecus at this time ut
that negotiations had not yct reached a sta e for sction. Kshdavy said that Jalal
Abdoh had been mentiomed & muder af this coalitinsn, KEbtehal's name also was
Wwwmws‘hhuamdamuﬂmwlmt. lersihshesh had
asked ta talk to Mehdavy, hs said. Mahdavy said he had agreed to sese Dersihshesh
and would do o in the near futuwre.

3. Tactical Comsiderations

Mahdavy viewsd these new coalition talks as posing & deliman. The deliiw was
thise if the Mensur govermment came 35 power bscauss 27 its complets depsndence on
the Shah and the faet thet it would continue the pattern of the inept rule of the
last year or so, the jovernment would undoubtedly fall on the erises reised by the
failwrs of land reform and the failure to push the development pro.ram. 4 more
porular covermment would probably come te power at that time, however, the problews

TH
ar intervals.
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it would have to Zace would make sudcess sxtremely uncertaln without comsidersbls
ageis:enoe fyom ocutside socurces. Jn the othmr hand, Mehdavy reasoned, a
resporwidle coslition goverrment farrmd now eould move to swrrect the obwious
inadequacies in the land refors pregran and ic restere halsnoe and direstion te
the development program. The seoner soms msamre of rsprosentative uvu'-lt
takes place in Irsn, he added, the sosmer Iran can heeoms 3

Lovermment.
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srtasrily with the well=known histortan Hu:

Chwrob, Oxfowrd,
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received an howore dagres in falities, PMiiloeoaly and Feonemicy in
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He
1955 ™
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the meinoirle of reqiomal plasnin;. Umder fahdavyle directiem
surrey of Sistan-~sluchissan, the iswag Svvey done Wy BALASS
af Eurdisten were completad, Werkin: slowely in the yeary
Diodaded Zarmanfareatan, Cyrus Semii, o:d ‘esa Mosadsw, ahdavy wes a prominent
part of toe most dynawie -nvarmmental or; siizaiise yet seen in Irsn,

the itsl Conpult
. sarvey

=il wits

Shortly wetore Dbteha) was rewnoved by the Uhah ia e F, P
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g - : nd with the subsequent
# X sone [rom the i'lan Or-anizatica, &
veaketil:.:g o)?ﬂ;:ﬂ :-o).c in Gover mant, ‘audavy D EN to‘l\;;li;v: that i:a \{a; only
Sero 1 nolitical sction rather than workin from witnin m.mmpha slor
uminist;-ativn nosition that any neanin,;ful reforms o 14 tak B meton
About this time in 196C, the "lan ik‘g:;r;iutian z::. :;1;?1 'oz.d e it
j for a yesr of study. &t Princeton, !
‘:Prnz;:::t:y'!‘.ng\wlz; Young and contributed much of the material u; u{;zg papers,
two of which were nreserted to the founcil on foreign Rehﬁmlu nm or'Irln
entitled, The Social Rewolution In Iran Rmm.ﬂmo-ie Deve A
[ [{ﬁ‘["{a
"w. Poliiloal Charter ‘.h o Rational ’ .;\nmonh.cm.z:;t'
123 Flan (all evaliad

e fdbynr.h-hdaw,ﬂmm_ of his economic and

were e,
political thought is set forth.

on his wey back to Ilran from the b‘niﬁ ‘;:ctx.;: 1:1\“];26;‘1 l;:ht:::i‘:?nu.d
hroug) Opient and spent saveral wmont Indian
i o, tom Crvs oy ey 1 S NS
and devoted his enersg
gﬁﬁr&w, and Oyrus Jani of the Industrisl Mining and Development Bank,

in an,
turned froa Y wmcmaammwsum sotd
rx:muy m-gml:od a u:-u- of indooctrination classes for younger menbers of the

Pront. Thase clamses, which attracted several
)::::mihod f.h; influenos of the Hatiomal Froot in the universities and in the

lower echelons of the government ministries.

phvyy mhuml?ru‘l’:‘lg m&:nhhwn;fmz;;mlm
tivitiss increased, partioulariy &
A e T
£ whoa were res ]
mdgtn(m :a Followiny the religious riots of .hn;t1963, Mahdavy wes
arrested by SAVAX and imprisoned for & few days. Hecause m‘mmw
from & ramber of 80urces {neluding his extensive and influentisl £ w'nmu
was relessed. le {wnadistely resumed political activity, sttempting
the vacuum left by the {xprisoned leadership af the National Front.

nd the failure of the
Mer the 11s slections of September 1963, &
N.ti:mﬂ. h‘m,:ja orcanize either to run le\‘tht q}nﬁgﬂﬂ o ?:o m then,
Mahdavy with Hedaystollah HMatin-Daltary, Abdor Bor » aruhar,

ive taotics of the -
mmmntmummnhdmksnbyutugm regine
Mahdavy's policy bore frait in the Spring of 1965 when Dr. Mohamed wf 1::}.«“3“
into the pisture of Iranian politics once again, Through & saries o »
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whish independently paralleled M ry's viewn, Mosadeq oriticized Salsh's
lsadership and as & result of this pressure, Szleh and the older leaders
resigned. But, before Salsh resigned, Manhdavy was elscted to the Nationsl
Frout Central Couneil upon Salsh's instructions. In Hovember of 1963, Saleh
saked Mahdavy t0 becoms Secretary Osmeral of the Hationaliront. Hahdavy de-
elined saying that a fer more conprehensive over-haul of the Front was needed;
a few appointments would not do the job.

Dr. Mahdavy teaches at Tehran University in the Institute for Social and
Koononic Resesreh, At present he 1s leading a group studying the effects of
land reform unon & sempls selsctiom of Iranian villayes, a project financed
by the Ford Foundation. In May 196k, Ir. Mahdavy recelved a Ford Foundation
grant for study st Harvard University. Mahdawvy nlsne to accept this grant in
ordsr to study Yoonomics and especlally Devslomment Economics. for two ysars
beginning in the Fall of 196l, during which time he will also attempt to
orgenise National Front student activities in the United States,

As a student at Oxford, Dr.Mshdavy met a young girl from a prominemt
Copt family and while in his last year at the Sarbonne married

her, His wife, NHevine, is a tall, willowy, soft-spoken -irl whose features
are reainiscent of the bust of Nefretete in the Berlin Mpseum, The Hahdavys
have two dsughters, Tora aged %, India aged 2, and a son, Hashi, aged h.
¥shdavy lives with his family end mother in a modest house on Avenue Jahar.
He s0ld all of his villsres following the passage of the land reform law,
slthoush he still has & house in Alisbad, one of his distributed villages in
the Xhamseh, (Ses A-2i7, October 22, 1963 for s desoription of Alisbad.)}

HWidely read, Mahdavy's primary intellectusl eneriles are directed toward
politics and dc development. He is also keenly interested in poetry
and contemporary Persisn, French, imerican and English literature which he
knows well. Mahdavy meots regularly with Cyrus Qani, lariug iiomayoun, &l
Farmanfarmaian and Khodsdad farwanfeymalan in a dowrs where contemporary pro-
blems and books are usually anelyzed and discussed. Wnils Xhodadad Farman-
farmsian is usually exuberant, All Farmanfarmeian coldly oynical, and Darius
Homaycun most logical, Mzhdavy's snalyses are structured an the rremises that
popular representative jovermment is possible in Iran, that logleal econcmic
develorment is possible, that dictatorship and its trappings and unweloome
foreign influences have corroded the Persian character, that Iran has &
historicel and ocultursl tradition to be proud of, and that a judicious blend=-
ing of the Yest's accomplishments with the heritage of Perzia will creste a
nation of world significance.
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A9 a mationalist, as the son of a constitutional rewlutionary, as
intellsctual trained in the world's finest institutions, Hahdavy's eonsistensy -
mmhthhmmwmum«rmimnummdm 04}0
hhdmhutubmmmmnimfrankmthnexmmotm. ad is
prone to periods of moodiness. On the whols, however, he is delightful
conpany and the 1ntensity of his beliefs are of a sort rarely found.

m-ppnmmhmunbwtnufoﬂnmmm-,ofmdu-buud,l
mmmﬂtm,ummmwmw-mmuxdwmkmx
hair. Dr. Hahdevy contrasted Malta fever whils in Indim and as a reeult wes
111 from tims to tims for over two yesrs. ahdavy plays fair temnis and
squash and likes o walk and ride, Hahduvy entertaine s great deal and his
homs is often fillsd with visitors and frisnds from Prance, England, the
United States and India., In addition to his native Persian, Mahdevy
and roads inglish and Frensh fluently snd ‘Yeeds Uerman,
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CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

Participants: Dr. Hossein Mahdavy, National Front Leader
William Creen Miller, Second Secretary of Erbassy

Dates June 3, 196}
Place: Dr. Mahdavy's Home
Subject: Visit of University of Tehran Survey Team to Land Reform

Areas in Gilan and Mazanderan

Dr. Mahdavy said that of the big landlords in Gilan only the lands of the
Aminl family had been distributed. The other major land holders had not yet
had their lands distributed.

a

he noticed signs that Communist sympathies were again being aroused. He cited
¥ Peasants,

The first took place in Gilan where a landlord with a bulldozer leveled the

houses of a village., After the houses were demolishad, the landlord then

claimed that there were ne villages on his land, citing the fact that there

Were no houses, and then declared his land mechanized. This was certified
by registration officials.

In Mazandaran, not far from Shahsavar on lands owned by Prince fbdol Reza,
the following technique was used. The Peasants were remove¢ from their houses,
paid a nominal sum, and settled in a nearby village. Since there were ne
peasamts living on the land, the land was declared mechanized. The nearby

recourse, Dr, Mahdavy said that on the basis of the comparison of the villages
surveyed 1C years ago and these Same villages surveyed now it could be concluded
that there had been a marked increase in agricultural production,
village in Mazandaran, the per capita income was sli
from this village of 3,000, four boys were in unive
were at the University of Tehran. But, Dr. Mahdavy pointed out that the
progperity of this village was due to the efforts of the villagers and very
little to do with assistance from the Government. Dr. Mahdavy said that in
general Gilan and Mazandaran were in a dangerous state of expectation and that,

if' the Government does not vigorously follow through with land reform there
could be serious unrest.

T
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE _J;rf‘S) trres
Wgsh[ngten, D.C. 20520 W

January 2, 196% f“&

OFFICIAL~-INFORMAL

John A. Armita
ge, Es
Counselor of Embéssyqu;u‘e
for Political Affairs
American Embassy
Tehran

Dear Jack :

When in the Boston a s \
rea, I went to se 5 1

%2 C?mbridge on December 21. The fcIiowossein Sangay
Of interest if only for his riog Rite s tnmaY

Embassy. (tographic rile in the

Hossein is windin
g up his studies at Ha
and expects to take his generals in a fzxaagei:'eggzgmics

zig:rgioggygtiﬁn), but now believes that would be mis
N Iran. He is for the same reason somewh;t

Foll
£2 rggigﬁ ggmg;:gionHof his ?hesis, Hossein says he intend
saying he intends'to glsngic;ggtis go S ey returningf
and at Meh
g:ig?nSﬁwﬁgtq§egzéogsfas t? what he will gorigagéanInhe
B efore." He would not :

§§VZ§§2EE§’ frowns on working for a "sgmi-ggggrggr Ehe"
taEing : ug? sucb as the IMDBI, was evasive aboutegogiibl
paxing 2 versity position and indicated he might j v

& rarmer on his family's lands near Zanjaﬁ Juse

H M i
a§;Z§;no§ g;;:s.of the present situation in Iran are as
of eyenor s booln erest, He regards the present period
last enome xhas temporary, saying that no boom can
fon eno worsé i en t@e economic situation takes a turn
be s ome o fo; tg bellgves the political situation will
part opols e ?eglme because such a much greate

€ population is now "in the political sphe;e "

c :
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By this he means that the masses of the urban workers and
rural peasants have been encouraged to expect more from
the government, have thereby become interested in politics
and will react against the regime if the fulfillment of
thelr expectations appears endangered. Hosseln is a
little vague as to what form this reaction might take, and
I suspect more than a little wishful thinking supports his
But he alluded to the possibllity of guerilla

theory.
activity, and I would not exclude the possibility that he
might encourage such activity if he were on the scene.

the

Hossein ‘thinks the Shah may yet do something to reform
political system, but he believes that the Shah's reluctance
to undertake any meaningful reform is due to the Shah's
continuing sense of insecurity, He says he is convinced
that the Shah 1s aware that he is completely dependent on
the repressive instruments under his control and that were
the repression to be eased in any way, the regime would be
in danger. The current indications of the Shah's great
self-confidence are due to the economic boom, the fact that
the securlty apparatus is effective and his success in

improving his image abroad.

As for the details of the economic sltuation, Hossein thinks
that industrialization is not proceeding fast enough to sop
up surplus urban and rural labor. The boom 1s generally
therefore merely making the rich richer. He stresses that
the whole set-up depends on the oil industry, adding that
that industry is highly vulnerable to an act of sabotage.

1f Hossein should return to Tehran, you would find him a
stimulating contact.

Happy New Year.
Sincerely,

~ Ted — .

Theodore L. Eliot, Jr.
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CONFIDENTIAL returned to JYran to work for the Plan Organization,
and by 1960 he had risen thers to the position of
deputy director of the Ecoromic Bureau. Mahdavi
was then sent to Princet iversity for a year
of study under Plan Organization auspices. After
his return in 1961, he ieft the Plan Organization
to concentrate on NP activities. He joined the
teaching staff at Tehran University at that time
and worked to establish %P influence in' Iranian
niversities and the lower echelons of the govern-
Tent. He was imprisoned briefiy after the religious
riots of June 1963. Mahdavi went to Harvard

Hosein MAEDAVI IRAN

(Phonetic: mahdaVEZD)

National Front Member

T e

Addressed as: OFFICE OF
CENTRAL REFERENCE
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cultural heritage of Iran. US o described
Mahdavi in the 1960s as a brilliant and imaginative
man with leadership capabilities who was basically
pro-West butr who could b2 erratic and vindictive. (C)
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bt crobeuly lAns s WRt dorg will now Ye o reriod of lees rpessure Leonuse
S Jolwcan Administvation will Ye concerned for Vs g fow =
with domostic Ue.s 'mtters. The Lhal will QGerefors sove ver:
ttdneoe ge the secomd nlage of Tand dist wion. Thould the :
Trited Jtoton be turned on aoaln, the kel will turn oo hia U Tavadution
& nin, wow can alesrr Jdo with mich fenfere lnelwdin: oweling a0y -
w1 s& were Liselin, his meferns &€ csllin; Ureferiers® (Grssniant) oo
%2 offlca.

&

lpcmtrolles following lecowhar Y, 3

T Y A TAT S

68

MMITED OFFICIAL ULy
- Z -

The current ewononie soene, in inldavits viow, is domingtos by e
uncertaintios srising from the reforn progven and from the lach of Iagml
protoction for private inwe stors. o seer for dright opols in tho scouory.

e situation 1n the berasr has worsenod s niu in the past fow woels. It le

tue that the Flon Grgenisation is spending more, Wt it is not clesr vherc the
coney is (oing. Thare is 11ttle smibusissm or elan samong the plamners. :irivete
investors ere soarnd to ¥ake Whe meocessary risks. There is also 1itile enthusinc:
sy nors in the iard Reform Cwgumfssbien., The peamuta are being held in cheer

hy the land iafors Orgaxdsstioe n the £iald, dus how long can thelr
romises of hetier things in the sestmin grewing pessit discontent with
tro nregsent?

iahdavi intende to l'kr in the x‘uluu e Sovea’s Jeve %0 "oocjromioe
his principles.” Ho was reinsteted Aesuiinte Director lehdi
AT (maowrmdtucwu ey o the Menaging
Directoy Abol tasan KEIRAJU. Ne rn-h Jam

!

!i
bt

received bty the TDEI and is hopeful Hhmt (e Dank will coum Yo mke sone
wsaful loans in Fars for sugar faotories amd mu”bummu-
mauer will using bogspse. mmwm“. .-:l-x

750 million rials end to ostablish with ihe DERY s yewsdving "Wgsbly Reat® of

ans tiilion rials, 750 milliow of which will be for mew indwelny kit
for exioting induptrs. the IMORT would use the fwnd 4e ol witd
thon ettenpt to resall then to private inwstors.

iahdavi believes that ihe riret job in Iran's industrisliwntien
the establishront of euch thingn ms food processing and construotien
industries anid agmeubly nlants for sonsumer durablee. The time has mew
eatablish plants which will anable assembly vlents to ues dovestionlly st
factured parts. No thim.o thet the steal end potro-chamicsl industries ave ¥he
placer to stert. o fhie steel indupiry, he hojez thet o etart can ve oede with
& sownd survey. s thin'z that the soverment must tais tha lesd whare rriwhe
induetry will pot venturs in.
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MERAIDIM OF COAVERSAT IO

November 27, 1364

Fereidun Mghdavy, Offictal in the Industrial Mining and
Nevelopment Rank of Iran

arehie ', Holster, Second Secretary

PLACT t  Mandavy's home in Shimran

~~tion, Momelnit's Uxile, and American Prestize

avy declured that american prestige with the rank and file of
iraniang had never been lower in the last 20 to 30 years than it was now,
Rretorically he asiked how the hrbassy could think that the oppositien to
tae etatus Dill shown in the #8)1lis could indicste concern that the
mivlic was displeased with the bill, when tne “ajlis voted immediately
for tne pige 1n petroleum product prices which tHansur requeeted, a bill
which would rlease the public far more. He concluded that the [ansur
Sovernm nt ‘iad deliberately mishandled the status bill in & way what
wrald cause all of the omus to fall on the United States. .aving done
that, said :landavy, the Government then pushed throw o the G2CC million
military credit bill 8o thet it wiula look 1ike it was iue pay-of{ for
passa: e of the status bill., The final blow was then the exile of Khomeini
50 8100 after his antieimerican and antiestatua bill statewcnte as to
mae it seem that the i'mited tates had pressured idansur to ;et rid of
fhomeini, ahdavy pointed Yo the lgsmance ol leaflets which quoted
fhomelni ¥s anti-imerican tirades at lenct!: as beins the first indlestion
for years of directly antieimerican propaganda, and he attached great
imoortanee b0 those leaflots and their effect. Hahdavy asked if the very
idra of requestin: a strtus Hill nad not nen a serious foreil;n policy
hlunder on osur part, savines that ne was corvineed the U tutes could

2 nthalned tihe d ed result withowl putting the taten in the

ized for a will presented to whe sajlis and then

avernnent.

200 T4 ien Silitary Jean and fmevdsan Policy in T

spite the

>
Wern OVer JRsser, ?\I"T-!f:(l

eslors L tied 70 er Sovesher 27, 1960,

ir . was bused on military support for an unpopular dictatorship.

L of the nilitary credit within the context of US-USSR
sqially "ransparer’t, for cveryone knew thet Iran would never
dttac»eu by the US'R.  Mahdavy then contimied with the usual
1ine thet American supmort of the Shah has been so unequivocal that it
has by e bt ahaut a situation where thers 1s no alternative to the Shah,

4

Mansur tovernnent o narement

ainvy was vartieularly viralent in his criticism of the Mansur

Goverament in peneral, and its economic policies in particular. lie
termed it a sovernnent of "pretentious opportunists" who lle to the
Jranian people contimuously in order to Justify their poorly concelved
and inently carried out policles. ie specificelly cestigated the iansur

avernment for ibs bandling of the mullahs, sugar purchaess and ssles,
w'x,a‘ purchases, and tie latest petroleum price rises. Mahdavy stated that
slthow Alam was not a very inte:liyent mun he was at lesst honest in his
efforts Yo carry out the 3)ah's wighes, and that at the time Alam left the
Prime iinistry e nad succesusd in largely placating the religious
opposition, Heligious attacks on land reform and women's rijhts had
practically ceased and the mullahs were left with little influence, but
under Mansur the religicus opposition to tine status bill had ;iven the
mullahs & chance to pose as a nationalistic opposition proup for the first
time, The Governmentt's handling of the sugar affair had been inept, said
Mahdavy, becsuse the Govermment bousht at high prices and then encouraged
imports of sugar at decreasing orices, thus losin: tremendous sums as the
dnventory value declined. He pointed out that had wheat purchzses been
wade five or gix months ago at a time when their need could have been
easily foreseen, wheat stocks could have been adequate at the present time
and there would have been no mssg hosrding of wheat. Purchese of whea}
Just when 4t was widely known that wheat was in extremely short supply
sinply made consumers and dealers panic and insured that even with large
purchages, hoarding would cause contiruing shortages. Mahdavy criticized
t'w new price rises for petrolsum products as hitting the lower classes
particulsrly hard, which was unfortunate, and as proving the diffijcult
financia) situstion in which the government finds itself, He concluded
that this latest sign of panic was narticulsrly embarrassing when Iran's
oil rewvanues had increased this yesr by 3100 million.

Land Reform

In analyzing the present status of land reform, Mahdavy concluded
that Arsanjani's revolutionary ard, if necessary, csonfiscatory typs of
land refsorm had now been replaced by a lspal type of land reform in
which lund must be surveyed, compensation equitably determined, and mo
forth, He commented that the government did not have sufficient
trained personnel to carry out & lecral type of land reform, citing the
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

DATE: September 21, 1965
SUBJECT: Political end Economic Situation in Iran
PLACE: Caspian Hotel Restaurant \
PARTICIPANTS: Dr, Fereydun MAH;)&VI, Industrial end Mining Development Bank;

National Front leader
Theodore L, Eliot Jr., First Secretary of Embassy

1, Political Situation

Dr. Mahdavi was more pessimistic about the political situation than I
have observed him in the pasit, in the senge that he feels that the situation
of the opposition to the regime is bleaker than it has ever been. The security
forces are in control and have let it be known that the slightest sign of
opposition will be crushed. The Shah has let it be known that any opposition
to the government is opposition to him personally and will not be tolerated.

As a result nobody in the opposition dares raise his voice; even AMINI and
his group are quiet.

The National Front has, Dr. Mahdavi observed, been put out of commission
by the recent arrests of many of its secondary leaders and of Khalil MALEKI.
He believes the arrests resulted from SAVAK!s desire to thwart recent attempts
to reorganize and reconstitute the National Front. The recent London Economist
article on the opposition precipitated the arrests. MATIN-DAFTARY was singled
out because of his contact with MOSADEQ. Dr, Mahdavi does not think that
the arrests were connected with General MNASSIRI's effort to consolidate his
control of SAVAK.

The outlook for the opposition is bleak for the foreseeable future,
Mahdavi believes, because the two main props of the regime, the financial
situastion and the army,appeayy to be solid props. He no longer thinks (hopes)
that an economic crisis will soon precipitate a political crisis. He has
& vague notion that if the Shah moves too close to the Soviets, some military
leaders may become disenchanted with him, but he is not very hopeful that
that would happen.

GROUP 3
Downgraded at l2-year intervals,
not automatically declassified.
CONFIDENTIAL
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Dr. Mahdavi nevertheless conitinues to believe that the regime will
sooner or later get into trouble., He bases this belief on the contention
that except for the army and for some indusirialists who find the current
political climate to their liking, the regime has no support anywhere in the
Iranian population, The middle class generally opposes the regime; the
former landlords are disenchanted; the peasaniry is spathetic; the working
class hes many grievances. As this situation camnnot go on forever, Dr. Mahdavi
s%ill engages in political mctivity hoping for future opportunities.

One aspect of the situation is especielly interesting to Dr. Mahdavi.
He finds increasing apethy among the middle class with respect to working
for economic development, for social reform or for any other form of progress
in Jran., Whereas one will always find Iranians willing to work to make money,
and there are plenty of such Irenians around at the present time, few Iranians
at the present time, in his words, have any "spiritual incentive". The
lack of this incentive will, he thinks, one dey lead %o a deterioration of
the economic and social situation and will have adverse political effects
as far as the present regime is concerned,

2, Beonomic Situation

As usual, Dr. Mahdavi noted the lack of dynamism in the economic situation
and the continuing deterioration of the Plan Organization's effectiveness.
He has heard that the Shah has called for s FourthePlan growth rete of 10
per cent annually, a figure he believes is ridiculous considering the governmentt!s
inability to promote a 6 per cent growth rate in the Third Plan.

The IMDBI continues, however, to promote some good projects. It is
involved with new sugar projects in Isfaehan and Khoy. Its glass project
is about ready for ground-breaking ceremonies. It has almost completed
negotiations with Allied Chemical and an Iranian partner for a $10 million
nylon thread plant, It is working with B, F. Goodrich on a PW plant, but
the government's policies on petro~chemical indusiry are impeding progress.
The IMDBI also has the license for a second rolling mill and is being pressured
to involve itself in the budding automobile manufacturing industry.

Distribution: The Ambassador
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ECON: R. H. Harlan ¢

Unavailability of Leader Grant Nomlnee PFeprcydoun MAIDAVI

On August 24 Dr. Mahdavli told me that, afier tuc sleepless
nights and much serious thought, he had concluded that it
would be unwise for him to accepi t(he very iind offer of the
United States Govermment for him to come Lo the Unlted toles
on 8 Leader Grant. (I had {irst discussed Lt with hilm on
August 22.; He sald he was deeply grateful for this vit:
tion and he knew that some day he wusi visit ihe United O
but that the time was noi rigsght for him Lo 50 now.

His reasons were basically In terms of nis pelSolal secariiy,
his political future, and his present emplo/aenu,

Oon the former - personal security -« he said he was confident
that he would receive GOI permilssion to make the visit, out
he knew that he continued tuv be on the black 1llst, Before he
went tc Morocco he was rellably informed that when the 1ist of
the delegation was shown to ihe Shah, the nane of Fereydoun
Mahdavi wad Lmmediately chalienged by H,I.M. Thus, if he did
£0 to the utates, and if he did see his maly In n orriends,
wmost of whom are unsympathetlic wésh the present i, he
would prouuably be In serious trousle on hHls cewurn,

A8 to the second - polivicul Cfuture - Lf he went vo
and did pot see his friends, thio would nou il we
repugnant o him bul would also mean the complels |
ever polltical influence he stillli may have. besldes,
there are elections coming, up next year, and wil Y
the prospecis are blac the siiuablon might chame the nexo
twelve months (he expecus that the electlors would have Lo we
in the end of August or ey y; of septenver, whlle the
universiiies are stiil on an}, and he
out of the couniry should thig cccur, ile
gix weeks before the last clecvion, after
when the 1id waa compiet Con, 2 ownber
political exgressicn g

whe Lvelesn

a:
ToLeriial

Lriew fur
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to the thind reason - present employment - he
gtggém‘;fdm%}]:gt’; gge OBI was in the busieat period ever, there
vere a number of projects under way in which he was deeply
involved, and which promised to keep him fully oceupied for
some months to come, and he aid not see how he could in good
consolence ask to be away fou 20 long 8 time.

ble to accept
Dr. Mshdavi reiterated his regret that he was une e
this invitation and expressed Che hope that he might be con
sidered another yesr. I Jjoined in the expression of regret,
but noted, +le assuring him of my continued interest in his
possible candldacy another time, that these programs are ajlways
unoertain from year L0 joir s8¢
be glven now about what the situation might be next year or

thereafter.

¢e:  Mr. Hall
Mr. Arndt
Mr. Herz
Mr. Conway
HEA/I-Mp. Ellot

ECON: REHarian: gsd 3/25/00
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(2) Fereidun MAHDAVI, Deputy Director of the IMIBI. Formgrly.
closely associated with the Nationalist ?ront, ?ereldun ?s now heavily
engaged in his work and much interested in Iran's ecogom%ctprogzezs?
particularly in the private sector. None?heless, he is interes z_c:;
the political affairs and, though & blt_glven Po an overl{ analy IIran
approach, he is one of the most perceptlvevpolltica.l creatures 1;11 .
I iunch with him from time to time. You w1ll-h§ve'to be reasoga v
deliberate and cautious in developing his association and confidence.
Speaks good German as well as English.
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MAHDAVY, Fereidun., He has become noticeably less radical over the
past years, and while still basically in the opposition (on constitu-
tionalist grounds) one can talk with him about current politics now
on a much more reasonable basis. At one time he told me thet if the
Shah were to be assassinated, he would immediately race to the
University where he could count on a core of National Front agitators
who would sweep along several hundred students; and these in turn
would meke for the bazasr to bring out even greater crowds to demonstrate
for freedom -- and to get ahead of the communists, who surely would be
plenning to do the same, Lately he seems to have accepted that the
regime may evolve in the direction of greater freedom. At any rate,
he is 80 tied up with his work, and so impressed with the economic
progress of the country, that he doesn't have much time left for
politics, except of course as a very keen observer. A useful apd
intelligent contact, and in our case also a good friend.

Serrot
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Fereydun MAHDAVI IRAN
{(Phonetic: MAHdahvee)

Minister of Trade

CENTRAL

Addressed as: REFERENCE SERVICE
Mr. Minister

Fereydun Mahdavi,
about 40, received the
newly created Trade
portfolio on 27 April
1974. Formerly an
uncompromising opponent
of the Shah and a leader
of the opposition Na-
tional Front in the
early 1960's, he was
jailed for 8 months in 1963. By 1967, however,
he had become noticeably less radical and had
reached some kind of accommodation with the govern-
ment. From various posts at the Industrial and
Mining Development Bank of Iran (IMDBI) he coop-
erated with the economic agencies of the government.

Mahdavi holds a Ph. D. in economics from
Hamburg University. After serving in the Birgmann
Wirts Bank of Hamburg for 6 months, he returned to
Iran in 1959, He served briefly as financial and
economic adviser to the Housing Organization, then
went to work for the IMDBI. At the bank he served
as an economist in the Economics Department, a
staff member of the Investment and Public Relations
Department, manager of the Economics Department,
assistant to the managing director and finally
managing director. He has traveled to Europe.

Mahdavi is financially independent, tough-
minded, articulate and courageous. He speaks
English and German.

31 July 1974
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Br., MAHDAVI, who epexzs Go
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SECRET
Fereydun MAHDAVI, Minister of State

Fereydun Mahdavi, Minister of State, is much more widely known
for his activities as the first Minister of Commerce from
April 1974 until early 1976 when he fell from grace just before
the outbreak of a series of sugar scandals. While Mahdavi

was never publicly implicated, he was a deliberate and willing
participant, according to evidence gathered by GOI officials.
During the same period, Mahdavi was Deputy Secretary General

of the Rastahkiz Party (RPPI). For the past year, Mahdavi

has kept a low profile, perhaps atoning for his participation
in the sugar price fixing.

As a young man in the early 1960’'s, Mahdavi was a radical
member of the National Front and was jailed for seven months
in 1963 for his oppositionist activities. After his release
from prison, he obtained a high level position as Chief of the
Economics Deparlment of the Industrial Mining and Development
Bank of Iran (IMDBI) and by 1968 had been co-opted into the
system. His career moved rapidly upward, culminating in the
1974 appointment as Minister of Commerce. He is a capable
young technocrat, now about 45, who has always been the Prime
Minister's, not the Shah's, man. It is reasonable to assume
that another Cabinet appointment might be tendered after he has
paid a suitable penance.

Dr. Mahdavi has a pleasant and polished personality but has
always been tough-minded and articulate in his efforts to
change the cconomic face of Iran. While Minister of Commerce,
he was accessible and friendly to Embassy officials but could
be blunt in a nice way. He received his baccalaureate degree
in Paris, obtained a Ph.D. in cconomics from the University of
Hamburg, Germanv and rounded out his training at the London

School of Economics. A member of one of Tran's larger and
more influential landowninge/merchant families, he married into
the equally well-connected Akhavan familv. He and his wife,
an interior decorator, have no children. One of his relatives
is reported to be the husband of the Shah's twin sister,
Princess Ashraf. He has itraveled extensivelv in Europe but
not to the United States.  Dr. Mahdavi speaks English and
German fluaent v and with a sense of hunor

SECRET April 1977



