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1929: 
1937• 

1946-da.te• 

Decnber 12, 1951• 

f.oma,rku 

Le!"t !or Fnnce. 
S.Ceived Doctorate ln Literature, Unlv.rsit:r 

ot Parl.a. 
trot .. aor ot llodern l'bil.,..opey and Sociolou, 

IJW.verait7 ot !ebnul. 

llln11ter ot PTT, lloe~d9<!' • Cabinet. 

The ap;:toint.m.ent o! Dr. Sadeqi t.o <.1 Cabinet j)oat. ca.me u. a cau;.-!.et.e 
surprise to mat. c~t.atora, :...i.lClii he ha.e aevt:r courted iJUblic 
office and has re.,eat.edly e»,.,re&!..:: i Lis diaint.erest. in ,.r11.ctical 
~lit.ice. FUrthenuore, aa a .1:rofel'!sor ot ?h110&0phy and .XX:iolog;;. 
it 1a ur.llkelJ' tha.t he can ofter mch to the .111.nietry o! 1'oeto 
sr.d Telega;Ala. Asid.e fron hia e.cUye partJ.cip&.tJ.on in UN:.:XO, 
!lr. :;a.leql. has been an lncom;>l.cuou1 !igure, unkD011n outeld• the 
Ur.lvorsity. n 1a believed tbat U.e &ppoint .. nt lo probably 
te;.:;o0ra17, designed chiefl,y to llelp l1ll t.b• ga,-1 1u Dr. aooadeq'1 
ailing c.iblnet. wit.il t.he ele.;tiQCll are c~leted. t•o aow-ce wae 
:.ble t.o offer any infor:::aUon on :ir. Sadeqfa 1"'9Tioua reJ.,.tionahljA 
with llr. liooadeq or other -r• ot t.111 Jiatlon&l Front. 
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Career: 

July 28
1 

1952z Appointed Minister of Interior in Dr • ..tosadeq 1 s 
.5econd Cabinet. 

~: 

1·,hne Dr. ~deqi hae no 1peoial attributes •hich would qualify him 
for hie new position, being a quiet, moderate and scholarly :-:;an, le is 
thorou~hly t.rusted ':l:' 'Dr. Mosadeq. The Sa.c!cqi and l4oeaC.cL: L.:l_--.les are 
long-time friends; a:Jd while serving in the preivious Cabinet ..x.r:ec.i .i,1roved 
himaelf a man that the ?rime Minister could rely on, desi_·ite his disinclination 
toward practical r;olitict. It the elections are ti.1 ;-iro~reea, tlle :..:.lnister 
of Interior should be such a man -- trustworthy and perhaps sua:ce?tiblo to 
prdesure -- esyecially if the electione are to progress according to National 
Front desigr..B. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT SECREl 
MemorandumwFORN/INTERNAT :i:;::: o;n,y 

TO 
Chief, Political Section DATE; 

FROM CAsf/v 
1 AugustJ 1964 

P-394/64 

SUBJECT; 
SAVAK Discussion with NF Leader, Mohammed Ali 

Keshavarz-Sadr 

~ 

The following is for your information and whatever use 
you wish to make of it within the security limitations 
designated. Any reporting by you of this information 
must cite the control NOFORN but need not cite CAS as 
the source. The source is a former official (B) in 
the Mosadeq Government with good contacts among oppo­
sition leaders. 

l. Colonel Naser Moqadam, Chief of Department 3 
of SAVAK, called in Mohammed Ali Keshavarz-Sactr, former 
spokesman for the National Front, and asked Keshavarz-Sadr 
what the National Front was doing. Keshavarz-Sadr said 
that he did not know. Colonel Moqadam brought the 
questioning around to the students abroad. He had two 
volumes, collected for the trips of the Shah abroad, 
containing biographic data and pictures of the students 
abroad. Colonel Moqadam stated that it was too bad 
that the National Front students abroad were joining 
forces with Arabs and "twelve" Communists. Colonel 
Moqadam asked Keshavarz-Sadr to ask the other National 
Front leaders to write the National Front students 
abroad to break off their relations with the Communists 
and the Arabs since this was unpatriotic. Moqadam stated 
that the National Front students abroad were not using 
the language of the National Front but were threatening 
the Shah. Keshavarz-Sadr told Colonel Moqadam that this 
was Colonel Moqadam's own fault if the students turned 
against the Government and the Shah since they had tried 
to break up the National Front and now many of the students 
were adrift and ready to accept any ideology that opposed 
the Government and the Shah. The NF had not been against 
the Shah but only asked that the Shah reign and not rule. 
Keshavarz-Sadr stated that he would not ask the National 
Front leaders to write letters to the National Front 
students abroad. 

1,,,-c:-' --, 
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2. Colonel Moqadam then asked Keshavarz-Sadr to ask 
former Prime Minister Mosadeq to write a letter to the 
students abroad warning them about contact with the 
Communists and the Arabs. Keshavarz-Sadr stated that 
SAVAK had recently been threatening Mosadeq for writing 
letters to the students abroad and now wanted Mosadeq 
to write a letter abroad. In view of this how could 
Keshavarz-Sadr ask Mosadeq to write such a letter, 
besides Keshavarz-Sadr stated that he had no access to 
him. Colonel Moqadam stated that Keshavarz-Sadr could 
ask Mosadeq's son, Dr. Qolam Hosein Mosadeq. Keshavarz­
Sadr stated that Dr. Qolam Mosadeq would not accept 
political messages for transmission to his father. 

3. Colonel Moqadam stated that he would then 
contact Central Committee member Nosratollah Amini, 
lawyer of the former Prime Minister, and have him ask 
the former Prime Minister to write a letter warning 
the National Front students abroad to beware of their 
contacts with Communists and Arabs. 
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EQPAL, ~ioun1!Chehr 

,,,~~~~~­
('osic :iio'.'-O!J'.1ic--ro~~~~ 9::~tb 
•1ental of ; rch 1., 19Sl~; c.n<l rn8ny cspatchcsl 

riur.iors of the ;,ossil•le fnll of th<? Pri nnti;tcr "ncl his. 
cnl~tnct o.re rc;>ortecl in Tch nn :;ubl !er.ti every rcw 1

:
1cdts. :!ow-

cvcr, throu·ih luc!;;, ~nr 1 2 11111 y, r:0.;r·,ul · 5 "i'Jce.thered all crises so 
far, :rnr1 .,rclmbly "'111 cont! uc to r' GO for the forcseeni.ile future. 
Pe h:1s r,,..-.Int.n!ncd hi~ ''CC)itlo for · ~V' n.:;,"';r-rrcorri tf~e of more t"tan 
two ycn·, 5 :->rinclroat!y hy a·eo! !. ·' any Mc.Jar crises \'Jhfc;h wout<l cousc 
the Shah io lose fuit.!1 !n hk- I' fc-rce the Shah to ,-,et r1d .or hln 
as a sco;:>e~1or't.., The rcnoval ).l ·::1:·~·:Hl\J was o vl-:-:tory f'?r T·.qbal a:td 
places Jn '.<! s hnnrla 1m:ch r.i c rl rcct responsi b! 11. ty for the !'.'lananc­
ricnt of !rrrn• s devclo"mc . , o. duty which the rr!me ~Unister 
welcooeso 

There a.r<0 seriou doul:>ts that "qbal is keii. lnfore1ed on alt the 
Shah•n ;:1ujor r1cclslo s, c'Ut '11ven t w nuture of the present Iranian 
rioverrn~cnt, no 'Tin_ "lr1istcr !Jhoul cx~ct to !1e ~o!d overythlnq. 
lfovmvcr, fn V!c: du -to-day affnlrs o .,ovcrn":'lcnt., :·.qoal works hardsi 
lrneris :11n:;clf ·:el !nforned and is '' nr on acccptahle 3nd honest 
jo!J. J!C SC'CfnS t wont to br. a real f' imc r:!n!sier, and QiVen the 
handicaps of th ~hah's own rower, he as tJOl'lted honestly In that 
dir<'ct!on, '.le however, has no true n !ona.l foll.owing and his 
power ls •Jascd only on the 1oodwl ll of e Shah, 

r _.,/". 
/' rr;1 ! nvv~ " r!tis (CAS reports that full bloorapl1lc inforr.mtion on this 

nan ls avollahle In ·oshinriton) 

i------f'oruhar is the youno and lntcltcctual leader of the Pon~lro.n 
Party, rrc, like /\TAI and ;:/\Q/\I, is noi actively baclt by l'OSAJ1EQ, 
ntt:1oug!1 :·osadeq ls said to res;occt his ability. l\ctualty, though, 
his tic<:> ar·e :iuch closer to /\layar 51\l.Cll, ond Foruhar calls hlmself 
a follower of :;ateh. 

roruhar was orir,lnallY, tntcrcGt."d in the idea. of f''lll•Iran (the 
rcch1lninn of Ir~.n•s "lost' tcrr!tor!cs) • but his ideology today 
ccntcrc. on a neutralist freedor;; frc.,-, i1ll the orcot powers. Tte ls 
st row1ly anti -co'munl st. 

··('I ·::.l1F;ynn 1 ~ 
; 11 t; ·:~T:':t .._ir~'iinl~trnt0 
~ .. 1nr~~ -:·,·o lri cr-.:<vcr:~ofJ:·~n 9 ~1C' 

. .. ~ort of June ;:;r; • l'.)')6 and 
.--:t. 27, 19-;~. r;irlous 

r:::.rd~) 

~~:r Y'll.I 1-~J :! nrcr,') an a:.:le 
· ,~ .. 1L 1 -,os-;i }'f Ii t ~; -:\~. i"ri;:ic 

1:.1 ;""cct 'l./ ur< 
0 I·;rLly nhout 
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FOllUllAR, Darius 

SECRE'r/NOFORN NIS-33 
KP 

Darius Foruhar, leader of the Pan-Iran Pe.rty and publisher of the 

party weokly fil:!!!!!-!!_-~ (published on a mimeograph machine in his 

mm home) , is a y0ung and respected nationalist leader. Originally, 

around 1946, the Pan-Iran was an extreme, nee-Nazi association whose 

objective was to ha~ Iran return to its former geographic and political 

glory and to expel all foreigners and foreign influence. The party was 

and still is violentiy anti-Communist and during the regime of Prime 

Minister Mohamad Mosadeq (see biography) specially trained Pan-Iran 

Party toughs sought out Tudeh (Communist) Party members on the streets 

e.nd attacked them. It is reported that Foruhar was injured in one 

such fight. Foruhar's political philosophy has softened somewhat since 

the Party• s formation and he is now more interested in obtaining for 

Iran complete neutrality and freedom from all great powers. Forµhar's 

specialty is as a pamphleteer whose writing attempts to seek out and 

expose what he considers to be law violations on the part of the 

government. Foruhar is said to consider himself a follower o:r the 

nationalist leader Ale.yar Saleh (see biography} and one source has 

stated that of this pair Foruhar is the leader. 
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Darius Forllhar was probably born about 1926 and in 1946 was a 

freshmn at the Faculty of Law of Tehran Universit~·· At this time he 

and four other students from the law and medicine faculties joined in 

an oath to combat Conmnmism in Iran and they thus formed the Pan-Iran 

Party. The Party grew so that by 1952 it at least thought it was 

sUfficiently strong to weigh the advantages of entering the elections 

for the 17th Majlis. The results of this discussion caused some 

dissension within the party and Foruhar emerged as the leader of the 

faction which preferred to wait and support Mosadeq • s National Front 

as long as there was an identity of interest and support the 

constitutional monarchy. For most of' the Mosadeq regime the Pan-Iran 

Party supported the goverrunent but retained its freedom to continue to 

attack the communists. Thus in the summer of 1953 when the cormnu.nista 

seemed to be getting stronger and the monarchy weakening, Foruhar 

withdrew his support. .l\.ccording to an unconfirmed report his speech 

against the communists was the first that was ne.de on August 19
1 

1953, 

the day Mosadeq was overthrown. 

Since the end of the Mosadeq era Foruhar has been an active 

representative of his ;Farty in the councils of the National Resistance 

l40 
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Movement. He has been in:prisoned several times and reportedly has been 

wooed b various politi,__..:.l elements including the Court and the Ma.rd.om 

{Peoples) Party leader Amir Assadollah Alam (see biography). 

There is no personal information available on Darius Forut.ar · 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT r~~~~T 

M ndum'"OFC--'/r--~11 .. ,-emora " ·c. •. _,:,~---· 

TO Chief, Political Section DATE: 21 October 1965 
P-300/65 

FROM : 

\J;~"'l ./ r-· , 
SUBJECT: Sentence o. ~M,v ~t 

The following is for your informati~n and_whateve~ u e you 
to make of it within the security limitations designated. 
reporting by you of this information must cite the control 
NOFORN but need not cite CAS as the source. 

wish 
Any 

on or about 16 October 1965 Dariush Foruhar, leader of the 
Mellat-e Iran (Iran Nation) Party, was sentenced to three years 
imprisonment by the presiding judge of ordinary Military Court 
No. 2. Foruhar was arrested thirteen months ago. 
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SEC.~T 

.J~N~ fe1tWNU!. 

llATE1 llovaber 2, 1965 

SUBJECT1 .. 11JJ.tar.r Trilll. ot ~·Ol'llllar, .1mn1an i.lat.i011 rart,y .i.eader 

REF 1 A•$67 o! ""'"' 31 196$ 

On or ab1>11t \Jotober 161 196) llarius F.J.iiild.1..t, loader o! the 
Iranian «at.ion J:'arty (a-)67 ot "IS.ii 31 196$)1 was s11ntt1t1eed to three 
;f84lrS in prison by the presidin.; ji.ld,;e o! <dlitar,y Co11rt 1'wo. lt 
is not kngwn exactl,y what. cb!u-.:es uere made a,;ainst !o'cruhar 1 but. 
the jJrosec11tor l'eportedly cit.eu. previous !'eriOdo o! imprisonment as 
proo! that i"aruhor WllS a trollblemakor in addition to boin,; op.i;osed 
to tha rei:ir.ie. 1'he sentence was appeal.eel, b11t llpheld by the .;olll't 
o! i•ppea.la. 

F oruiw.r l'.ad bee11 arrested in late :iept.embe:r 1964 ano. held for 
over a ;poar vi.tho11t triul. lt is possible t.hat this year in prison 
will be subtracteU. !l"Olll the now sentence, as \;horo are precedents 
for this p~·ooedure le.!. Lerelian case, pa.,e 6 o! the refal·~nce). 
Foruhar 1s dai'easa attorney. llri!ladl.or Jorwral l!<111) SAW-i, who 
also usalstod in ·t!lO de!ense of th~ :U. people char.,od with compl1c1t; 
in tho Aprill:) :i.asassination at.tsml't on the :;>oon's ll!e, brou,.ht 
11p l"orut>~~r 1 s previo11S perious o! impr1sonm~nt wi thou.t trial and 
Slltmested tt>..at t.hey bo sllbtractecl !rom his sen1;en.ce. riowever, 
this line of rea.sonint; was rejecwd b,y the cou.rto 

•lo men1;ion o! the ~·orubQr tria1 &JlJ>&~d in t.he press ll!ld it 
was not wi<lel.f <lisc11Saed. .i.t is verhaps more than coincidew:e 
that this trial occ11rrea at t.he same tiiae aa the muoh-pllbliciZed 

G1'011p 4 

UcJWn.iraaed at )•,year intervals. 
!leolassi!ied. a!ter 12 ;years. 

1'0i.1Ai·aiolswr1 alw ll/2/65 liFHorz 
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tr1Al or the l4 alle.;ed oonspirators "'""""""" above. :.:nu W'ial 
o! .iarius farubar proviuau !ill't.llur evi~<JCll o! the rw.N lL"' 
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S-E-C-R-E-T 
NO FOREIGN DISSEM 

IRAN 

Leader of Nation of Iran Party 

Daryush Foruhar is one of the National Front r 5 
young:r, more radical figures who in recent years 
have increasingly criticized the· front's more 
moderate leadership for its alleged over-cautious 
attitude. He is a militant nationalist in the 
Nazi mold and noted for his virulent anti-Com­
munism. Al though he originally called for Iran 1 8 
return to its ancient geographical and political 
~reatness, he has more recently emphasized neutral­
ity and freedom from foreign influence. While 

Daryush FORUHAR 

not an intellectual, Foruhar is a devoted advocate 
of his c~use a~d a talented organizer and propagan­
dist·. His Nation of Iran Party is the National Front 1 6 most militant well 
orga.rnzed component. It is under close surveillance by the governmenf. and -
Foru~ar, who has spent a large part of his career in jail, is currentl; 
serving a three-year term for anti-government activities. 

Pr?-West, Foruhar, nevertheless, wants Iran to follow an independent 
poli:y. in the mi:mner of India. He considers CENTO useless, and is critic al 
of military alliances, which he believes tend to shore up corrupt and 
unpop~ar ~over~ments more than they deter Communism. He admires the us 
but criticizes its support of Britain and the current Iranian regime. ' 
Al{ho~h he does not advocate revolution for Iran, which he says would benefit 
on Y alien and imperialistic" elements, he doubts that the present Shah 
would accept a limited constitutional role. 

. Foruhar fav?rs bi-lateral agreements with the US, particularly those 
inv?lving economic aid. He would also accept aid from the USSR provided no 
strings were attached (a remote possibility in his opinion). An advocate of 
planned developme~t, he would accept limi tea technical assistance and encour­
age the construction of steel mills. He is pessimistic concerning land re­
form, and proposes ~he nationalization of agricultural land and the formation 
of farming cooperatives. He would like to revise the oil agreements, but 
thro~h negotiation rather than nationalization. Foruhar would also re­
organize the army and recognize Communist China. 

Born in 1928, Foruhar received his early education in Isfahan and Teh 
~e graduated from the Tehran University Law Faculty in 1951. He was a fo~~· 
ng member of the Pan-Iran Party, a right-wing nationa1 ist group formed in 

1946. In 1952 the party split three ways over the issue of support for the 
monarchy· Foruhi;ir. and hi~ followers broke away and formed the Nation of Iran 
(art)y, which affiliated with then Premier Mohamad Mosadeg' s National Fr t 
~F · (The parent organization, led by Mohs en Pezeshkpur, went into a ~~riod 

0 eclipse, an~ for several years Foruhar' s group was referred to as the Pan­
Iran Party. With the recent recrudescence of the old Pan-Iran Party, which 

S-E-3v2-R-E-T 
NO FOREIGN DISSEM 

GROUP 1 
fxduded from outomotic 

downgroding and 
dedouifieotion 

S-E-C-R-E-T 
NO FOREIGN DISSEM 

Daryush roRUHAR (cont. ) 

has unofficial government support, the dif:ferences between the two groups have 
become more apparent.) Although Foruhar supported Mosadeq, he opposed the 
growing power of the Tudeh (Communist) Party, and Nation of Iran street gangs 
frequently clashed with Tudeh members. One report states that following 
Mosadeq 1 s overthrow in 1953, Foruhar was the first political leader to make 
a public speech, taking anti-Communism as his theme. 

Foruhar remained within the NF, however. An outspoken critic of the 
government, he retained his small but intensely loyal following, and dis­
tributed pro-NF literature which he mimeographed at home. By 1962 his im­
patience with the NF leadership led him to join the NF' s radical wing. 
Appointed to a commission to study proposals for reorganization of the NF 
executive machinery, he tried unsuccessfully to oust the moderate leadershi1'· 
After the major tactical defeats suffered in 1963 by the NF in the land re­
form referendum and Majlis elections, the radicals threatened to desert the 
front. Aided by a letter from Mosadeq which criticized the NF' s inactivity, 
they forced new party elections in April 1964. Some radicals were elected to 
the NF Executive Council, but lack of sufficient leadership ability and gov­
ernment interference prevented them f'rom bringing about any significant 
changes in the front's political situation. An attempt to broaden the NF' s 
base by forming a united front with other nationalist groups foundered on the 
subsequent distrust of Foruhar' s group for the Tudeh' s enthusiastic support 
of the effort. Foruhar himself was jailed in September 1964. 

Daryush Foruhar is a tall, rather handsome man who is usually impeccably 
dressed. He has a pleasant, informal manner, and is polite without the usual 
Iranian effusiveness. He speaks unemotionally and to the point, with little 
elaboration. Al though he is a trained lawyer, he has rarely practiced even 
when permitted by the government to do so. He has never been outside Iran 
because of government opposition; in 1958 he was invited to the Afro-Asian 
Peoples Solidarity Conference in Cairo, but was unable to attend. About 
1960 he married Parvaneh Eskandari, then a sociology student at Tehran 
University who had already spent some time in jail for her part in NF student 
demonstrations. Foruhar speaks only Farsi, al though he reads a little English 
and some F'I:cench. 

ABA:cjb 18 January 1966 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum ~··n r··,-r:~r~: 
liJ i ....... '.!Ol4 

ro Chief, Political Section 24 August 1966 
P-149/66 

FROM CA s --1 \. 

suBJECT: Impending Release '(/Darius ===:__--­
The following is for your informati~n and ~h _ver 
wish to make of it within the security limitations 
Any reporting by you of this information must cite 
NOFORN hut need not cite CAS as the source. 

use you 
designated. 
the control 

1. The family of Darius Foruhar expects that he will 
be released from prison on tbe Shah's birthday 26 October 1966, 
Foruhar's mother has been ceaselessly active in her efforts 
to secure support from Government and Majlis figures ~or the 
release of her son and she is now confident that he will be 
freed. 

2. Conditions attached to F.oruhar's release are that he 
refrain from ail political activity and that he not attempt 
to leave the country. Foruhar's mother believ~s th~t he will 
readily agree to these conditions; his health ~s still not 
good and he is despondent after his incarceration. 

GG~~f:liiENTIAL 
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Sllll.bCT• 

CO IFIDEJll'UL 

FereidllJI TA\i!ZAJ.J<li, Medical lloctar, (Med>er o! Hation of 
Iru Part.r) 

lArr7 w. 5elak1a - Seoelld Seerwt.ar,,- of "1dluq 

llm;r 9, 1363, ~ ol ~~ J<.ATI•flAITAIU 

P.ll. ~·· Mee\Ulg 111tA ;on ol Iran P.,.ty LNder. Foruhar 

POL/SI', POI/M, CJll10M, ~i!U, BlO (2), 0!( ,,..,.. , L 

I • // • ,f, /',;~' 

T~ u1d tJlat t.hree mat.Ila ago, PriM Minlater ilo"IV;p'lia slllll00ll8d 
Dllriull FOl"1llla- (1-dm- ot the Mltion of IND Party) to bi.a of!ico !or a tall:. 
Accerd1JIC te 'hqiudllla1 lk>ft1da othnd 1on!lar (a l.,.;u by pro£eu1on) a 
job u Lepl. AllY180I" 1JI u:r 1'11Dlatz7 1f renabar WDJ.d renowx:e Ids oppositior: 
te tm ..... ~. Jllnol;yda nportecll.7 pniHd Fonlhar for hia leadership 
abil1U.a and ~ t.lle 1'atili\7 o! coati,_d political oppo•ition to tho 
SllM1a go-mzA. J'onhu' decl.1D9d t.he otter catcrgorieall,y. 

T-.iMclH Mid tMt l"onbar '• Hatton of lJ"llll Part,- baa • :ma.11 but 
dedictated tGllolliJlg. Bee- ot the t.ilbt political controls nr.rv obtainill€, 
bit ud hi• follow pe;rV - are puai"ftl7 waitiDg for tba right tim to 
~go u a poliUoal toroo. n. Party stama tor comt:ltutional i;onrn­
..m in Inn and u oDI to Ule ooq>lote au~bor1ty exerui89<1 b;y the :;bah. The 
Part.;r wlal.d nat1onal1M all iqlortsnt eeomlli.c end.ettor• in tho country and 
-1.d a.et. ~ ~ tor Iru ~ tile 011 •:oNortiwa. In foreign affairs 
\be P&rty 1IOllld s...it a rllpl!ll"OC"-nt v1 th t.be •proeree11be• Arab Btate•, a"l 
llC>Gld .u111U1Ch a ·~ iJldopemeDt. national foreio> policy.• ?aqbaJcb dailar; 
that rural <liacontent ill t.1111 a!teniat.h ot l8JX! re.fnl"lll 1.11 ;:rowing al1<l tllat this 
diaoontent 18 dirocted a-t t.be 3bah•c &09"1"-· lie claimod t.hat the ~mrern­
•llt bu not. Mt tlle """'"' of the pouanto prertousl.I rllrn1abed by the land­
lords, aJld that. tll1.a !ail~ bu bee- a •jor source l!Jf 01Bconte11t. Ho a.l~o 
feels that tho SMb•a f,Oftri.ent 1l1ll be wiable to .,..t tho rising uxpuc Laticn• 
of other el-nt• ill -WW popalati~t.icu.larly the dawids of a grovinc 
adadle e'J.1188. 1'81lbodsb predict.a political. inli1.abillt.y 1n Irar.'s futlll'ii. 

lil001UJ11Ic mr;;, 

fsreidun Taqisadeh 18 ~ nephew of Scry<Ki lliU&n Taqisa<.!eh. (an ccto,_.er.,-lan 
r'1ferred to by Iranians u t.h<l •Fat.her of the Irar.1ai1 Jonst1t1lt.ion• becau.-. of. 
hiB aetivit;r 1n the 1905 Co11&titutional i;avclution). l'<.r<:idun 12 a r.,ad.i.cal 
doc:tor 1n hia late 201s. ;....,..al yaar:i llf;O he vu arro•t.ac: lwcau~e ol his 
political activities at Tehran Univer~ity .....:: drai-t .. J into the Arll\i' shon h" 
waa aeaia;nood meld.Ill taske. Ho now is workil1€ at Pllhlav.i lk>•pita.l but t•"fX'" '..o 
f,;O to tho U.:;. to study further in me:J.ici110. He cls.im8 to ha.vr: &1:ceptafl'\:t.;'.. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Daryush FORUHAR 
(Phonetic: forooHAR) 

Leader, National Front 
(since August 1978) 

Long active in the 
opposition movement, 
Daryush Foruhar has 
spent 15 of the last 20 
years in prison; most re­
cently, he was jailed · 
from 11 November to 6 De­
cember 1978. He is the 
former leader of the now 
defunct Nation of Iran 
Party, one of the groups 
that made up the old 
National Front (NF) during 

OFFICE OF 

CENTRAL REFERENCE 

IRAN 

the 1950s and 1960s. Foruhar has a law degree, 
but rather than practice his profession, he has 
used his education and propaganda talents to 
expose what he considers to be illegal government 
actions. An able political.organizer, he could 
claim considerable credit for making the Nation of 
Iran· ?arty the raost militant and best organized of 
the parties in the NF during the late 1960s. He 
is an activist, who has u·rged street action to 
demonstrate popuiar dissatisfaction with the 
gover""1ent. His popular appeal, particularly 
among university students, during the 1960s was 
recognized by both the government and· his col­
leagues in the opposition movement. Firmly com­
mitted to reform and the restoration of •consti­
tutional rule,• he has refused all blandishments 
from the government to induce him to renounce his 
stands. (C) 

Foruhar has been active in the opposition's 
current campaign to discredit the government on 
the basis of its human rights record. He was one 
of the three signers of a letter published in the 
French newspaper Le Monde' in June 1977 that con­
demned the Shah's rule and called for the strict 
application of constitutional principles. In 
November 1977 he organized the Union of National 
Front Forces, which advocated the restoration of 
•constitutional rule" and of personal freedoms and 
the nationalization of industry. During 1978 he 
and several other opposition leaders have worked 
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CONflD!NTIAL 

together to coorO'inate action against the govern­
ment and to develop a positive political program. 
In August 1978 he brought his movement .into a I 
resurrected National Front (its full name is the 
Iran National Front), an umbrella organization 
that includes parties ranging from conservative to 
leftist, though not Communist. The new NF has 
called for the dissolution of SAVAK (National 
Intelligence and Security Organization), the 
immediate release of all political prisoners, the 
abolition of military tribunals, and an inde­
pendent foreign policy.based on Iranian national 
interests. The NF is ·1ed by Karim Sanjabi, but · 
Foruhar had gradually emerged as its principal 
spokesman before his November arrest. (C) I 

Over the years Foruhar has appeared to be an 
ardent--even xenophobic--nationalist. In the 
1940s and early 1950s he advocated the return of 
Iran to its ancient geographic and political 
greatness. Later he developed a stand that em­
phasized neutrality and freedom from foreign . 
influence. He actively supported Prime Minister 
(1951-53) Mohammad Mosadeq. He is an avowed enemy\ 
of the USSR and Communism, however, and frequently 
came into conflict with Tudeh (Communist) Party 
supporters of Mosadeqi Nation of Iran Party mem­
bers were often involved in street brawls with · 
mem~e::-s of the Tudeh Party. Foruhar believes in a 
socialist approach to developmenti he favors the 
nationalization of land and industry and supports 
agricultural cooperatives. He admires the United 
States but has'been critical of its support of the 

·shah. (Cl 

Early Life and Career 

Daryush Foruhar was born circa 192~. After 
attending schools in Isfahan and Tehran, he studied 
at Tehran University, where he received a law 
degree in 1951. In 1946 he helped found the Pan 
Iran Party, a rightwing nationalist group that 
emphasized Iran's past glories! In 1952 the party 
split over the question of whether it should sup­
port the monarchy, and Foruhar and his followers 
formed the Nation of Iran Party. The Pan Iran 
Party, led by Mohsen Pezeshkpur, went into a . 
period of decline, and for several years Foruhar's 
group was referred to as the Pan Iran Party. (,C) 

The Nation of Iran Party eventually became 
affiliated with Mosadeq's NF, and Foruhar served 
on the latter group's Central Council. Foruhar 
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distributed pro-NF literature, which he had mimeo­
gra~hed at hOIQe. He also sought to reorganize the 
~F into a more activist party. He was frequently 
Jailed for his political activities. (C} ! 
Personal Data 

Foruhar is a tall, handsome man who is usually 
well dressed. He has a pleasant, informal manner 
and i~ PQlite without showing the usual Iranian 
effus1veness. He speaks unemotionally and to the 
point. Foruhar reads some English and French. In 
about 1960 he married Parvaneh Eskandari who was 
then a student of sociology at Tehran university 
and a fellow NF activist. (She, too, has spent 
some time in jail for her NF activities.) (C) 

7 December 1978 
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~OD-t.1- vi.ti\ J'.lro ; .... 1,n '1t.hda11)'1 1-Jer of 11.lm lnWu.otiioal 
~-•P or ni. :;au-i h'clrd., --11.,; u.. r.oe:at. 1'111UOQllJ. ITan\ 
:::--i'W& l'Jlll.d_~ -~ 5-~ .n, l.Sl6a. 

'.lib'tt7::.:r:: w;.. ...... iA l~,;.:.i 1a • ...._. ot ti1a 'ltlldllY1• t...n,,- .. 
•~ · la wo noen& ~ • ..__ !:.i.nlllt.1r l'fllhdirl11e ~ 
1;dvoollt.c>J'OI llnll ~llllllN l!chda'f118 ~· llr'. ila!ida'fJ 1St'itliiiir, UD 
iJA nlllu .... ii.Ji a.:i.it, ~~ft\Uiiidlord. - a...,......,._,, 
.i...m.......r1 '4". ~lalldn.J'• i;enarat101t """" ""°-~ .. ai_l - -a 
1nkU..ct114le. Tllllt ...,_t.1..,. abroad which U. •lMr :~ 1-iat.114 t.11.e\ 
their cbildNn ~ (-!'i 1.lo.l;,tl1 ~ t1-.:1- 41d Qet. u.... \l'1a tmPer1- j 
iiaa 1.nlr¥'1t.abl;t CCl'tril:N\.ell t.o ~>r. •::allda..;r'• "1Uwat "-""'°" \o Uoad lftll to 
bee- a ~ .._,..t.l.a w.t.ima. 

·'• • at .. .i..nt. •t ·'.bttord, llnd •• a J'8flld.ni'. ......,.,,. of ?Ian :lrr,antutioti'• 
~ ;..,.,..,.,., '-i• ''lihd9"7 ..._. n•;>Mted bl' ~ c.-1.•qpor&r!Atl .... Ida 
•·•i--Llll'll aUb rur hie tm..Uect>t&l abilit.1". ln 11601 Ur. ''.ah<!a.,,. •t.udiAl<I 
at. 'rinnt.tln 'Jn:l.-.oity. l"•Uovi~ hia 1'f*I: in \!19 !lt...t4e 'lahda'fJ· dllo1dlld 
tb&t n vu MU. to oont.1- 111 ?lAft 'r,;lllliuU• ._ t.lw "'i1- ndt.­
UIWien,.,.lll!a ,_ wtaiw. J>~ •, Md l.&1' the l'lu ~ a!\C' IUA """"' 
~ tha ~ited 'Jt.W.. <lo t.hen jol.Md tbe 'l•U-1 l"r'ant and ~ 
Mn,}' <>then wit.\> •1"'11.u- :>aekf~ \<I J<>in, - •it !JI Clftl;r ~ll 4111 
actl.Tc ,-.olttical ~ that. ~an can bri.1111 a.bola\ the flMaiiN -111'7 'l:oer­
lr•u oon -lnefll.117 pro,-NH." 

.·.lt'"'"*·h ·.,... !~ 111 ::ml.;r JC, n. ;-. e-1Wal>la illt11lll""'" anQl\.. the 
Y"'lll> . ..,.. ir.tel.l.Mt.ula. ·;1t11 '·da ~ l"~i<hin ~:.Ilda,,,. (1'1v.1 J.a a<?t.:all;• two 
yoara oltle-r) &ltd ,,.~toll..'h ~:&t:!J>-Laftary, the ~- of '-Z'• :'"""""~• lW 
""'":.- c-1dlll'al>la s.nr:iw- .._. i; .. uJIS.wnitO)' •tuden\io. ;Jlo n- u .,1,,... tn thu _...,.... a.re at ~.t l>oca""'"' 1"-:y ,.....,_ in .,. ~ie..l.aw 
""'1" U... nwpo1nt ot t.hll Y<IWIG 1nt<oll.toctual ~' 111t.h1u the •1;.1.,,...l ;'ro:n. 

rill'. 1'.a.'ldav'• r.-rlal ~ £11! ... t.1-1 •l"<mt. ~<ll!!.J'!!!!· 

Thare wn ti.-.. •la prob1- t.ilat !'aced ti. :;- "*•· n. '~ i'l'O,:r-, 
tne ·~an1Ht.ioft of tt>e ~ar\7 llflli \he <;U.l!t1'>1\ u! ti .. le!t¥1.aiil l'ntedflll .-. 

r. Alt:-0<>>~.:~ t.eAM!' waa a!'~ \"llt t-"1 <l1'tc~l .'l'<:l:I\ Cl>art.u "'""l.i be 
• aou~ of :'"-'•t con~iq, it - a;>prOW<I &1-t ,~:cy. -~ :i.u-1.ua 
c~ obJ...,t9tl. n.. cltN'tw 19 a .._;r aw.r.-rt ot rei"'""" ••UMit\cld w 

• r.-,,, .·e•iran l>ra:>en or \t11t !a"'11.! •!>'Illa ...... 1r ,_ wit.h &II ••••• ,,,,,,.~. vt-41.e 
tn• .-..neo t1f"a~H R;.'W.1lla tne RPllt wi\'1 .1:1> .. ~ .. , ·•t-4.a.rt. 
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\he ;l-"1"0h •M i'J.ann1ng C-it\ee <>Vft' " ;iel"i.<l<l O..f & ,)'- SM a hlll!, ,,. 
c~-1\tee ..... diYided int.<> till"•• eectl-• :\!lit.teal, "'o~e all<l "ocial. ... 
o:Lan t.<> publU.h in t.l>e neer f'u.t.llre a bool< ormta1~, i.r.e Ml l'<>>JOrt& t'rQo 
wl"J.ch the •\lllllU.l7 - !Ude, TM ,.,.._la wli1eil I.a wrUteft in 11 dif:Car--.11t tone 
- ll!'itte'l by ti... l""""utift ·:-it~. 

The ·'olit.1cal not.1""" or ti. obar'f.«r """' • o-e:rn t<W 1."" ;ial'1..; .. a 
wh<>l•, althe..,.11 ~ila Iran l't.r\7 llecl \1111 uJar iAtl.ueoH in de\erainln,o thol t1naJ. 
t-. rz.. .;o~ pGr\1- ot t... 01.....-t.er wft i..n tr.> ttie ,towi,,;er \raiMd. 
eo000111'1.at.e. The ~ • 7-J.aa l'oliq wn vrit.ien att..r a 1'-1.a ...., 
'by '-'!'• Xc9H<*l <t&Ueil "TM !)ej'•ftSiW t-i,.• • ror llU!llpU1 \lie l>i•la\Ual 
-i:n.-t betw«l lnn and Uie Uni.Md S\at.u ie-<Jete,.in ret.._ lllwl a&iJ'M•iW 
11\ ».ture a11d 18 ae••pt.alU• to \M iiat.1-1 rront.. Cl'Jlf::l 1e c1a.r-1 .. 1• 
11awre, '>11t. it hU outU'Nd it.a ueef\il.Maa, .., \aat. t.,. la\1-1 trant. hu 
Ml'i.- 1' .. erftt1- uout. u.u l'M"o Oii\h NYl.111- Uiat. .. CIOUDt for ill"-' 
al.ro•-~. web • .U.U-l.atan.1 troety -.ild be in Iran•a un.r..i. 
n.nher, 1! a det-i .. PMt. Ud9 wr .S-.Ue poliq u - eo<lllCllldA ui-t.e 
ot CUIN 411, 1t. voul4 lie ln. OU' 1At.4>ftet t.o euot11Ht. auah • ?aC'-

1'tlll tfflinit ol th!I ilat.1-l il'l:''Hlt at.out \!111 ehart.er - ~"eel i,,, 
SJ.D~~r. •si.- \hol -nhrw or t.11e <.jaJare t11eN1 ,..,.,. belln •ftl' 60 *'­
-· Ol>l,y 111 ot Vii.oh haw bad • ;>1''111;"""" n.. .-b1Mtion o: t.h• l4 
FOl:NM ·- M\ "'QWl1 Ude _.. • 9"auae t.t. <therkr .... eo wide~ a"""'", 
the ~- - lUU..fiN tlA \he qAHt.loa el 0011'17 and it "'"*' W \b9 
dU'1'1hl\ qa.Ue ot wgmbatinll. 

n. Qre!d!!t.i• 

The T....,._. ilnll~ ....... it;f P""11'9 .......,.illir 60 out. ot t.1w 170 
4111lac:•1M tallillg 1*'t. ~ U.t t.be lat.1-1 h'ont ,.. u •ope.a o-1t.\ee 
'nle• ot W!llUd.aatiea allll dieeud t.>iR • .. u tne" .,n. or -..m..t.S.m llllM 
11p to \bl !ll""llllnt. UM. 'nw 'PftPOUl - daf'eat..4 ftlll' wo ,..._. rtnt. 
the rront. ..,.._.. n larc• had alzoead7 •- aooun...i. \o uaiJll! \lie .;;u 
.,.._.. 11eo..i, it - t.i. aJtri"T -- ~' •1- .... ,.._ ..... 
OOllot be !llC)IMt.ed to OOllt.Ulofl l\lt 11NPl'Het .. -· 1\ -U • wiaw hfr 
t.IHt t&a Mine w ., .. ti. _.. oo_i..t, but. ..,. - •t.Mll. 

1'lla llWI "-'iT 111 ill tin •-.....1. Or. Selell., $UJU1 ... ~ It.ill 
"" the Inly - ewa tJlol&g'b 1l&n,1&111 en ..., .. ien Jou..l t.i.e na.Jl peup. 

h '1111...,.tt;f atud!lnt.s ere - uadw \lie '1M1pl1M et - P'8llPo a.. 
of ~ _, dra1Mt1o -me ot tl• vlaole COJli:lreee - whn i!ltjQi allll 
Snall;M' Zla<tll\iar """ eeOUM4 et a broa•l> o!' diHijaUne "7 t.;,e Wl11Velflr 
P'Ol'J> 1a tJoont of \lie c~,.:rn•. f!eJut. in pvt1oular, vu •111fll!ld ou.t u 
\ha .,.. IN•P"""il>le !ctr' tdlillr, to em.ult. "1th ~al•ll •bout tlW flnt. ot 
am-n (J•n. n, 1962) rlo\11, !leJui who 19 the "bnlin t.rtl•ter" of tllll Ina 
l'ar\1 clid noi. •wo tie\ .,. the o-s.t-. • • rewlt. •t th1ll 11...._t.ion Iii' 
the •t•Jdent.e. There 1e abeolatelT .., Wilt.la \6 \he at.a\a-1. •• ill 
r•~nt papen that tlia at.wieftt.11 ha'1'8 broken atlflT t'lraa tbe ;wu-1 !"ront. 

41 



oonFIDENTIAL 

- 3 -

I walked out vith them. The issue vaa ot parlialllentary procefdure. W• 
walked C1Ut because ot a bl"9ach ol procfll<lure. The students contention was 
later up held. The students and intellectuals have ency one active ..,mber 
and two weak aembers on the aonmittee. Feridun l!ahda:vy was elected only at 
the insistence at Sadeqi. We will be luck;f to get acyane else on the 
cOlllllit.tee, because the 15' remain1Jli mellbers are appointed by the 35' already 
el.eoted. It is o~ through elect.ions that. we will be able to pr<>"ftl our­
ael..... llut even though 'tq group did n<>t do aa well ae ve had hoped, the 
whole atmosphere ol the Congreaa wu like a Parliament, Parliamentary 
proc9'1iurea worked "ftley well. It the intellectual and student. groups are 
to gat. JllOl"e poaitiona ot party leaderahip bef:ora the Col\;reH in .two yaara 
t:IJne, it will be by winning Majlia seat.a. We are aOlll!What d1aappointed1 

bu\ at the •- tillle we are 0Vtl?'j0T9d that Parliamentary preceedurea can 
work in Iran. •It waa a 81Ull taate et treedOlll tor us. We will be 
satisfied anfy men we have a truly e1sote4 Majlie. • 

Wb.11e the Congreas vu a viaterT tor the old guard oonaervatin ~P 
represented by Dr. Saleh, the Co11greea had tc conaidllr the position or the 
left ~ Freed-. 11o-m. 

Ill The Freedom Ke'fuent.1 

Fcl.l.oidng the 28th ot llOrdad the group led by Dr. Mehdi Bazargan went 
Ullderground. and •ontinned reaiatence to the Shah and tb.e regille. The Free­
dom MOYellllnt bu Tuclah Ullbera, hool.igllllll and BOll8 mentally unbalanced 
people aa well. There vu a strong feeling that this group becauae it was 
so violent and UN1table abou.ld be excluded. llut Bazargan has agl"9ed to 
purge hia party and. to -pt the discipline et the committee. The Freedom 
Monment bu two •llbera on the conimittee, but they are prabatiomary as 1B 
the party as a whole. The undesireabls e lementa who have been named must 
first be purged before tbq are given full partq natwi. 

IV ~1 

Aoccrrdillg tc Mahdrt7 the Oo~reas was 11UOceas.f'ul. Dr. Moesad.eq '• plea 
tar unitT gi"ftln by a tape recording at the beginning af the Coni;rees waa 
baeded. Kabdav- felt that the auoaeasful UH ot parliamentary prooe~dures, 
the aacaptanae et thtl platform, the wil.l.1.no;neaa to submit to enrall party 
diaoiplina in matt.era ol organisation and 111811berah1p have helped to make 
the Hati-1 Frat a tar aore aobesiTe end etteotin political party. It 
ae.,,.. also te baq ftuotber whetted their appetite tw a l&rger share of 
ponr. 

AMB1WGl!Uler1oah 
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CUNFIDEN'flAL '0 ~ /~t... 
STA~~ GOVERNME~ Office Memora!!__c/,um 

V' 
UNITED 

TO '!'he Atftbalrsiidor 

FROM William G.~ler 

SUBJECT: Memorandum of Conversation wi·~~avy, a ation&l Front Leader C .. .,... nu~ ... LU '""'"'~ 

.. , ·---·----
Participants 1 Dr. l!Osein Mahciavy - National Front 

William Green Miller - American Embassy 

Place1 Dr. Mahdavy1s home 

'£:i:me 1 February 6, l~b3 

~I 

'fhe remarks made by Dr. Hosein Mahdavy reported here are of interest 
because they help exp.lain the curious decision made by the National Front to 
oppase the Jteferendum of January 26. For men like Mahdavy, ao least, the 
decision was made primarily for intellectual reaons, which seemed to ignore 
immediate tactical political considerations. 

Swnmary of Conversaoion1 

Dr. Mahdavy ,first asked me what my impressions were of the events that had 
taken place at che end of January. I said t.hat it seemd obvi.ous that most 
Iranian.9, in fact, tne overwhelmi~ majority were in favor of the Shah's program; 
the Referendum clear .ly pointed thlB out, I said that. western observers such aa 
the press believed thao signliicant reforms were at last underway. I said thai; 
the National. Fron• appeared to many peop.le oO be a spent force, t.i.l.ting at wind­
mills of the past, I asked why the Nation~l Front decided to oppose •he 
tt.eferendwn. 

Dr. Mahdavy said that the whole issue of the llei"erendum was a very difficuJ.t 
prob.Lem for the ivational Fron•. As the ivational Front viewed the problem, to go 
along with the Shah was capitulation. 11' would be an admission 10hat. dic•ai:.orship 
was •he best form of government to carry out needed refoI'll!B in Iran, However the 
National Front favored the reforms pushed by t.he Shah, lt was then decided tha• 
th~ tleferen~ would be opposed using the formula ".tteforms Yes, Shah's Dictator­
ship No11 , LAt this point f"1hdavy spoke primarily in •arms of technical. logic 
·oreaung the who.le issue as though it were a philosophical problem rather than a 
situation involving &he acoions of political groups. Jte said that "the horns of 
the dilemma were either to oppose the referendum or to support it, Either choice 
would have been a disas1,er for us, We solved this problem by separating the Shah 
from reforms. 'l'he clarity of' t.his solution was essential to us. "7 It was decided 
tbat meetin,>s would be held and the bazaar closed and the party line was t.o 
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s10ress that their opposition to the lieferendum was not opposition to the reforms 
but rather opposition to the authoritarian manner in which vhe reforms were 
being carried out. 

I said thao it was wide],y believed, as far as I could -cell, that the ~ational 
Front was simply opposing "the Shah in order to remain in the popular eye. I said 
that the peasants who haa been given land by ohe Shah could nardly i;hink the Shah 
a tyrant. I said the sporadic figh-cs at the Univer"ity were thought of as fu-cile 
gestures reflectinc 'the National Front ts lack of direction. 

Mahdavy answered that the National Front believed that the decision to oppose 
the lieferendmn because it was dici;ated by the Shah was the righ"t choice in i;he 
long run. Mahdavy said that the Government thrcugh comrol of the security 
forces, the press and radio had always had an advantage. '!'he people will be 
dfoillusioned and see through all the propaganda as they were shor-cly arter the 
Shah's last enuhusiasm1 the tw<> party system. Popular opir:ion is behind the Shah 
now, I know, but tlus will change. He has weakened his position by fixing the 
rteferendum he already had easily won. Who believes tha-t the vote was so over­
whelming as t.he 99% claimed? '1'!1e people will soon see that the Shah is not 
capable of carrying ou"t the reforms he has begun. After all, the driving force in 
these reforms has been Arsanjam. '!'he Shah cannot bear for long a popular leader, 
as the past has so clearly shown. 'l'he conflici; between Arsanjani and the Shah 
will come. When Arsanjani goes, what then? What happens if 10he Shah is assassina­
-ced? Assassinadon is a highly developed art in Iran. '!'here are many who are 
now willing t.o do it. It is the always presen10 danger tha-v che Snah or the lead­
ing ministers might be suddenly removed that worries me. Dictatorship is an 
eff'icien-c wa,y to carry out a program as Hitler and S-calin proved but we do not 
want this kind of progress. 'l'he Shah is not a Hitler or a Stalin or even like 
his father. He is a weak dictator, who vacillates from one enthusiasm to 
another. Land distribution is the latest en-chusiasm. You should hear what the 
mullahs are saying in the Mosques about the Shah's visions. 

Mahdavy said that t.he peasants may be behir.d the Shah 11 at presentn, but what 
will happen when the rEform administrative machinery breaks down as it. certainly 
will. 'l'he dispossesoed landlords, the baza.ari, t.he intellectuals and "the mullahs 
are now opposed to the Shah. If the peasants expectat,ions are not met, they will 
join in opposition. 

When the nex~. budget comes up, what, then? Who will pay for ·1,he reforms? 
Will the Shan cut back on military spP.nding by 20;t'? Will he cut Dack on industry 
an<1 cornmunica:r.ions to pay for the land. dist.riouvion proF,ra.rn? Who wi.ll ma.Ke up 
the gap? Will the United St2tes pay t.he price, even if the Shah does not cut 
back on his miJi tary buctr:et? 

I an.swf:.red that I thnur,h-r, the Un:Lted Sta<.es Government would assist. in some 
way the reforms that. h<JVf> heen begun, but in what way or to what extent., it was 
toe• early t.o say. I a:-~kerl: what t!1e ,;ational Front would do if r:.he rr;forms in 
fact, s11cceeded. 

11.J..hd.cn'J~ reiternr,€'d th:i.t. he dirl not believe th1s rovernmer::t was capable of 
c&r1yinr, out t.h~ rc[nrr·1~1 t,i t~',:nnJyt.ion, if the ref':jme soPJehow did accomplish 
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f dictatorship versus representative goverrunent 
these reforms' then the issue o . d "l know the United States Governmem. 
will be clearly defined for all. tte ~a:i. ' . meanin ful reforms seem to be 
is backing the Shah because for. the f:Lrst time t d ref;.ms like land disuibution 

taking p~c~ hI r!h0't_t~\~~e g~~~d 0~t~!~~c;:i~ government. l realize that it 
to go han a w d. ta-car if he carrys out ohe reforms you want in 
is easier for you to back a . ic in JJut if i;hese re1·orms are accomplished, 

~~~;0;~t~J:P:!~kt~h~e;~a~:'" and ~:e~~lp those who wam:. representative 

governmeni:.?" 

I said that 75;;> of the people, -che peasanos, were behind the Shah a~~h:s 
long as this was so the claim of the National Fronc -chat; -chey reprcsen" 

people" sounded rai;her hallow• 

Mahdavy answered that the peasantry was a gr~up f;h~~o!h;o~~~i~~~.L lD:~n~y 
could not reach in the .pasv, because t~ey we~tc~owothe Shah has maddt possible 
the nature of the Iranian sona~ st~c u::;e, cities like Isfahan, .Abadan and !'ehran 

for us ~o J;\:~i:;~e:~ 1~h~h:"~~=~s e~c~i~ns and we will get their suppor-c again. 
were so S~h fails to fulfill -che peasan-c's expectai;ions in -cne nexc "wo .Y~ars, 
~~ the·11 turn to us. lf t.he Shah's prozram succeeds, the peasants hol~tical 
de:rr~ will grow along with their prospde:;;.!Y;hr:e~~r c~~~· Y:,.;~s:t ~hes most. 
assassina-ced first, the Shah has secure 
We can wai"to 

I asked how the National Front was defiling wit;h the con-cinu:uig arrests of 

its leadership by the regime. 

be ro~~:.vy t:a;~/~~;t t~~e m~~:hp:~~1: ~~=p~~r~~e:~~~te'~h~:~~:~:~~u~!:~ 
e to keep the Nadonal Front leaners in prison. 

the oourag . ed th f'nancial supporv of the United States 
~·:::~ :!~O:t t~~; a~e ,:nl!ss :s ~eza Shan would have been in a similar 

situat"'* 

AMB1WGMiller1oah 
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?artidpante1 C:__:ioeffin 1Wida"I)" ~ ?l&ti•mal l"rmt 1.Hde2' 
--. -·---.. ~·-· 

1'.'·ate1 

~· 

Willia,. r>reen l'llw - A...,rican f'Jlbuq 

Merob 25' 1:;6J 

l'lat1-1 Jl'rant ~ coment~ eoup d'etat, uH8&1na'l.ion, 
noe.dble aueaecaOZ'll to t.119 3hah, and. .... tb<:lll;!ht.a abou'I. tile 
cir..eezrt. econQlde eit>uitian 1n Iran. 

''r. :\11/lclaT,r ta - or tblt primipal :i...i.ni ot the N.t1onal Frolil., -
that l"OSt ,,! t.!111 central eOOllllittee arw 1"'l'r'Uoned. 1lahda"7 clAiM b1a 'fl­
ue .i1<•nd not onzy tr.1 h1a i;roup ot young 1~ell.aetu.i.1e lY~t that tn.;r an 
o.lso t.<; l.d \>7 80M <>t 1.h" ol.l!•r ,.QcJerat.4 t;!'IJU? led bJ' ill.a}qar Sal.el\. 

'!'he i'TeHnt Lc°"°"'1c ;.;;. tuat101u 

;i.-. !:ah!l.«y; Hid t.hat ><hen iio _. in t!l6 l'lan <.4-ganiaat1on iOOMlde 
~-'lll'eau, !w h&L....t 1n t.b• pre~ar.1on ot tile l'llird i'4n. ,ie u1d t.llat. '119 
"ll'"'>j..Ct.ione tor t.118 Tn1rd ?l.an wre haaed <>11 t.h<o "°'1Qlr/J..o pert~nH ot lNJl 
1.n lJJ;\ (19$9 ). He nm.ed. that privaw il'lft~tunt. Ma ba.., 40':' bt>lw t.M 
"1"0J...Cted lewl rar t.hi• ;rear, and l\'<JRI all 11e could leam, ilnM-.it u 
:Jr<>!:>ah'l,y ;:o.m> t.t1 C<>'lt.ime at t.>rl• l<N level. He l""!)Joted t.l>at. h1st'lll"1eal]T 
it tala9e fa:r> long•r t<> c- out or a ~don \he to tall 1nto 01111. n. 
.>llah'a sol.ut1on to l.aat. ;yea'• eo-W e:r>iais waa t.o l'tldl<o. dnelo~t 
tunda in or<:Wr to ••aintain t.laa aillt.ar:r ••tabllshlllent. 1'1;ihd&'7 ,.,. .... .M:ltd illat. 
t.be Clq R")>Qrt. .. -.:1 t,<) tiaw ..,,,. ... 1 nt'•·nn"911 t.h.at appJ:r to l.Nn. Mala­
®vy retlaot.d that it ftiU\a7 ald tr. \i. Uct 14 nduaed "" out. ott thllt. 
the ::n>ah• to11""1nl! pqt ~. llOllld cut the devel.or.e~ bQdj;et -• 
"'"" in Gl'dol2' to Jldntctn tile 11llltaJ-y •tablis-nt. *hdnT ~:••Wd tbAt. 
tile Sllab Might ..ire owrt!lNe to tbe $&\'i4Wi ea he bu ln t.hll ';JUt 111 °"'*" \e 
11xtraet l'lcn'e aid t'rQlll the t:'nit.ed S\ataa. 

:1alldn:r n"Ooke at l.enatb •~t the dit?•re- be"'-11 the !.;ational t'ront. 
and Arab !in"..1-u.t. ~· •'11a•u llreb fl&•,ionaU..t part.i,... tnor.d viola­
h ac~iAn!e poirer, the llattonal FTont :O..linui P"atl<'l'ul .......w •i:ould be uaed M 
l<m& u poe•ibl.e to acbi•w it.a •l'lda.. 

Oroup 4 
!.lolmf;radad &t. J ,..,..,. 1.-.t .. rvda. 

Iie<tlMe1.t1ed l2 ¥oan &rt.er <law ot ori;.1.n. 
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.Mabda'f7 t'Mla that Masudeq '• L"l1"1.uenott 1a et ill <lo:uinnm in t~,., Party. 
Jn l'.......i.q •a n..v 'th• UH or .. oba and Yiol.,,,,. can "'11,y le*<i t.o diN.ll:\.er as 
h:t. 'lllln expGriea:e so tra~ically pt"O'nld. HanC.ny aaid tr.at. nu oloil• 
oGl.laaguq in 't.M Nati®al i"ront ru-..1;:1 oe :.i. .... in U... !leo..,a1t.¥ ot btill.din•; 
~t1a l.mt1t•.tione a.rid..,,,.. aot: deotacrs1.ic ..,tnods vhere ;>OHil>l<,. '"' 
..., UM.fl>.l parallllls 1n :f"1>ru'a i;~nt•a .;radual ••'""'Pl.ion or power. 

~ to tbos• aroll.lnd 1.blt !!bah, w b<!l1'"'" de"°""atic 1!1Rit1.:ti<1Da 
ar. ~ in lrlin. ..... 11,r d:> l.lla i..eriHNI • ., .. ,. to eup-.>Ort. d1ct&\or8hip 
1.a U-7 111 \her. not • O<lfttl:'adict.ian 1o ;iour b6li•f• to SU:>'.)OM • petl,y 
V'l:'mR ....S \o eta.'>d ai.-.or whil• a ;,roup that ""li•Y"" :leloocratie illatitl.i.tionu 
an rlgb' rw Inn 1a rut.hl.eee'ly wp;>nHed? 

i'ldda17 •aid th.at Yblent act.tan ehO'J.l<l 0!11.y ':>ti """" u a last NSGIM.. 
lie :ren.cteci that dupit. tlw deep renccul:' t.hct erlets, asaacd.:uit.ioo hu 1'">t 
ll9el& at.~ by tlta '<att.mal ;'J"ont. !l<> sdJ thot ..... .,,i,,..1.1.mt ;,..., ort.n 
been ~ l'indi -ir a,; acaa11sin v?Ul.d not. '<>o citrt"ict.lt. 7he real 
probl.,... """1d ~c1n '"'~" tho ~;hah'""' "'"''7ftd. 1" tt"' event. o! a:i auaasina• 
tton. the milit.r; '"'"le! talce .wer - ~Mral · eJ<htiu or aameo""' oJ: hi.a ki,..i. 
Ti. l'l'Of"''"!li°" or ew'lts VT.tld irolml:>ly lJO&d to • 'latio,,., H"t ' "'1el":ll•Mt. 
.conoioic 10<>nditiona ,,.,.,ld be sh•<ttn to depths l""•r th"" """ C>xL<t. 'Wn if 
""" Md a !!'""'~r.t lt""'J'O'l~d CJf th• ab1"st "41n, A>Wii, :at.b&j, l'~r.,.;nfe.r....,ia..,, 
''"'leh, .'lollal•i and t~ <W.•1t:r P'3Glit1'>1111 till•d l')7 the abl.,ot t.eeh!\"'Crats, th" 
m111t.&cy 1'0'..tld not perr..it us th .. tiroe that v~nld ti.. !Mt<'<i4!d t•> "rt Iran "" ')"' 
rt~ht l'l>lld. ·:., would certably llAV<> a nt·'•'.ion li'°" .. ;vrl.as ti.. .-.,ilit&r.:; 
comt.atltl.1 cwer-t.~..rni~ eivilia!':. rule bec£1.!Ut.: ?! l!:t'.:>~t.le:w:o. An: U:!OJ:r.:i1·ui1.tion 
la not in tN1' int~l't':•t. If I.:..: :.'18.r:. d1ell of A """rt at tac< """" V$o;'. 1"<' ,,,,, l<l 
be faced vltJ:: & si:\'li~ i:c.:-roeai:>lo alt·~.G~icm. .· :l&\_~. ~:nt. _ i.a $lCC',...#.~::ilis:~ !..:; 
to for<:e tnu =::het. to acce?t. wa and to t.~~ ld up :.let.'iccr:.8.tia--:-inlitil-i.t.i~·n8 th.;t 
will fl:'&e !ran .t'l:'O:S oeirig <koo.ndant :n the Vil1- &nd t!1'!l •t-.t exist&UC" 'Jf ·>r-<' 

""""' 
?!loll Nat.ianal ;,·ront and G'?"P d'i.t&tr 

>.ah<lAv,y t.ben turned to tiWJ queo ti·:m <>! "°"''" •i'.,t.at. ;ial!Jav,f .. aid be on1,y 
;;Nupe with f?ree en·r~,b to carr-1 o-~t. a com• d'e""t are the '"iliu.r;t, ''"t ,..,,,., 
t.;lOUtlfl there a~·e a lit'!"f" ~r 'J!' ... ilit.&~"';. U~atiel"'8 k-i't;: . .[at.1-:.nal Prout 
sym;.latt~l.Pli- 1 the :at~l'Jl'Yll ~·rfmt aa:tr·.~t.<td t.ttt':::t :--ec&~1ft't1 t.hey '-'Cr<S '!1.ilitlil1-.i men 
dedicated. \o the us~ >f t">:-ce u t!a• -~riooi;.-.al ;;1e:a.rliJ !'>!" actl..:;.n. · .. ':;-.e ;;m.1._,- kif"ll:~ 
vt a coup d'Ptat 1:Jlat · . .ah•~.av7 t·t:ii-...i. ht ·~i·.::t. ".torte t.1 the \.at.1.ont11 ~·J-Ont•g 

adTUJt1.ge wae a bloodle-ea Ol\ill wr~:-e t'.lt'!' .iito.n 'if'.WS t-:irce'I!. 'lllt of :'O\ofl"'t" by ·n~in;;· 
c~lllid t.a lea~ t..~e. c~..mtry or t.:> t'l>;i.·n ~n--:1 not rul11t. ,.~t , A:1'.i.&VJ" &~~~.,.·;, 
.,,_.,'IO in the milit..ar;r C!!n ~...,. tr_::~t t.J ~lt '.•.nr-.: D!'·l~ l~t t~1~ .·13jl"..:J :.t!.~.'i .all it.~. 
•~?i~ in.~!'f'tcimcy &!1>.1 its .SC-;"il'f!n: .. l~: t-ln~~11"-~:.: t.;1lk, rwi t:>~ r=~)· .. mt!"y. !t if 
:'\Ur f,,;111-lier t~t.1~ t.·~ ·i.1it3r;r "'i ... ;1t&;)J~.;. 1n\:.~.~1 "'':'."t :~1·1~""!i.t thin. · ei'.l!a ,-~~. TriL) 

""''"·T.iil. ·------
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1•art.1d:i:•w1 :,.... ;;...._ta "~ • 'r.t.i-1 ~ 1-i.r 

c!ill\an. ,,,,...., 11111411' •.<-lee":'~ 

-:i.-1 F."ftlld..'111: - .tu. ~. 1?63 

....... ll1o\a •t JulW :;, l?<J) 

~· !he 1-p<1rwrn ~:i.m. _.. -ie llj ur. •laMllV ~ ti.a ~t.J.oa 

l. '1'bl ;J-rlllllllllt. s- ~t \IW -~* ai ~ 'IJllt ~ t..,: ... ., 
ti. ,,_ Si.h ri.v. 

2. tllll r.1..i.a U-lft• ...,.. p1anllN "1~ ---~ -~- u rdJl!1. 

3. ZM .,~11 or ~ Nl.~ t.al.1lc - V9'&U;r ~t.d D,)' 

~~-

i.. 1..i-tnaA u - u ~ aatt-1 ll<:vn \Mt the ft.iJM -' 
llan:lla vl\!'I ~ ._ 

s. na :.i.u~ tr-mt wu 11<>\ •lt.no~ ilm!tl...S Sa t.i. ~ 

i.il'OllX> .~ 
!'.-,;~ 11t SO PliG' ~..ui.. 

Iiedaui·n..& 12 1Wllft •.fur rl&i<t ,,! ~ 

-2-

r:·.a '""ill """"*• <>! \.,.,. r1.:.u *'"""~vt ··• ·,,,.:."' - ~._ 11.t"rUt or 
J,yi<t<lll~-: •• ~l!wh. .~av u,:~ t _.. ~., i..'-l.Mh vu ott.QI• 
tUI> l.;a.!EJ" ,,.,- l;;.a ")l.f.11 ->f. Q;." .: ... l.ai;. ,;,. ' ' : ; .. ,,. ~"" .rt.et 011 u .. rram.. 
~"'1~;:.J.e -i)t t.i..at vre-..st. r.t •.:.i~J.n&a vi"tt~ \.t!C .fSt:·~~t ~.-. .arru.\ ~ 'ti• ::~qpe 1lft».lld 
141V!t °" t!.., !'""'"'"° ~ ;.-. :!ri'r. .~ .. ..aid '*" 1'1111.;1 ..... !•llll'; - OQ],y 
a :0c1;n l"'-.r ~ . .,.;.?V anJ 0~1;l~ z_11.t·,.• .. i1'*$• -'•t;i ••l\'.1 '°"' t»Uced t.We> Qttll ... ht ~ 
t.QOk tn lHa•i'li;). ,,1 '.!'41 lleat:o..ct.1<.lft ~ Jcftvt •a riot&M ot ·i.z,rnisUI (Jat£'C'i 
ia "141tl;r r.-;a:t»Jeol H e:n ;,~lot:a ltl)l!'• ll'41bber/. He Mid .. _ MnO)lhtlbSe 
~1- ·~rv ovi1111:rt.. The 11\>l"Vf in ~.~ <lli,v Jllll'k - ~ b9 ~~ 
l>oc.,t.JUt ii. \JU ''-"<Jim it -- t.'141 •;'1!1. ot O<lA9 Alleri.- 'Jttt. ,,. ~ l.Ut. 
xcn>l.,.1'abi;a ;-4e;'Wd .11 Nlatiwl,:f ..,.ll ;'-".M. ic tti. a'Sot.. ~ v!)<) hlli.4 
~t1:> <St>Vl'lCs),;v """ l'ti!:>onilble ~.;,r t.ll9 •t.~ ~ <If .. U&laa\ 
"""'~;·''"'C!" otr~ ac..1 .,r ~!-. J.;.,·.~t. ot lnla and ~tiQgo, ja:.red llPf.llSt 
;>vi.!A« vu <!U..<:it.~ at '?~lice ""'~t.t-1 in1.t.AU• at. ;Niia" baa ffr'lioe -
·Jin.:~d 11t. ~- ;m.i '"m 6t ,.,.. .<lt1"'1i,ll VS.- •tal hiltN<le """'~ <\V~ 
~Q!"!llll. ~:a;>4Y.f IS~,...; tte «l"l"Mt '>t' ·J'...-1.mll uni\<td ~ •U. .lot e1-
i·~IN'!tlq d.•u,_. ,...,'l<i•T.T ._ ·me ,..,,.a t.r-,.,,~Jn. .,,. "*'7 "1.....,.,.. e1-ui... ~·~ 

•(ebdJt"'Y M.,d Ax """'1t1'll ll.,ol 1\:1-inl:h - NlatiWl;r ~ tet tt. -
!•l.• "~'~.,,- "'r•«1t.14n !.<> i.• .. . cstall 1:t .,..u-lla:i ar:ti- taet l1&a L!'?><.:ll\ iu. 
int? t.i1'! H,,., O.! .:'•\. .io l.s r" .• ~ l)y lrar.1'm <ni.<tl,l.l'ct.>"111, '""'" k;lole •mo 
"'*"" Htil1> r ~ .. ~·,,,.. .folMI, "'" lu"~• '°"t.:'9t"'~" im.eUi·:•"1. end Cl131U".lltc­
.ioce im :.ra.. N.u-¢c1t.l;/ "luc\G,: 1111'* a;iinW~ J.«a;(>.t' ')! all .. iu.., 11.•-.t ls 011l,;• l.S 

•:to! T'.i:;Ol'"~~n, >~1 1.rsh't r-.)k in {':"';J,~~t.a..c PCliUO'il lit n.ow tt:OG't ~~ A 
!Wt.ad pM"iIDtllAi~~ t.:'1ilt t•• ""\.i·>t111.l .'r~ wu - .uJe t.c 1'4-iJlv. """ '441 
;.-;:le int~ "'V ,.,_pt.,.,... .l.e<1 l:.<y ·\~• ;..i*1r;r t'eU t.'<at. t.llOI n.;rU. 
o""lli r.>\ :.ol<i .(·,-1,.,-1 u...;el" ""~"'~!""' wlt.."""t. o<mtizaled Y1Ql- O?<•ait.1-

':r. •'!ah<'<A'7 said t.ho.t ,.. .,;'.tonal ·:!"l'W\. - r>.>t imolv..t 1" t."'l•.:r• 
aet.1'1'1ti• 1" t.ae Uta a!1Ar:.-r~:-.-r . .,;: JiJ.M lJ.. ··a.~.Ja'V)· wu e_.u .. a bJ .:."h·~4,; and. 
uQcl ir t.b• "'.al.1~ ,,..,.,i, '"'"' "~.Jl:: t<> "'1!'tlcil'&·IA ln ·~<lnl>\ra'U­
a~·•irwt. Ul.fi -~!"~nt. ·'JJ'l ~'t.~ ~. ~'-1.~ .... I r;id:J.J• "'.'fa~. ~ar..t lett w.fl\.:; :,i'.itt.ilJllAl 
"l'ol\i ati.r•mrt,., .,.,.::"ti 1.n'1'<>lw.G i"1 t'"' 1...,j<t•nt.t. t.'1a'I. t.a<tl!: ;>1- at. t:.;.; cnneniQ' 
a\. a~t n,,;.a !."'JICZ~ ~ lzl.; t.10 :'tt1r.12.lt.'-" "t ~~ ·,,,,.71.~r "~41-ne 11 neat.~.J ~3 U.- ::l~ 
'/)'rcrt""' ar..t'! •J• 1'.'f>:.mtnr u!" A on~ J•r;,. \s OOQO • th" •t.:toral · :OGl'l't. 
2~1t'lff<• hl<ILdi'"•f . .,,.1 • ..,, ""''"" 1m-~~ -.: .. ;,.: c.a:w :;,:u a."lll t'>ld t!ut t.o at.op 
tt# .:.Cf.'~"lf:~·tr-Ati!"Jtl a-t t!w ··~-'-•r.i1ty9 llr'lie-~ ~ ~~.A-1..\Y W... 
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MEHCRANDUM CF CONVERSATION 

Participantst Dr. Hossain Mahdav,y, National Front Leader 
William a. Miller, Second Secretary of Embassy 

Place: Mr. Miller's Residence 

Dater December ll, 1963 

/, 

Subjeotr SANA.TI RellUllleS Negotiations with the National Front 

/ ' ' , 

Dr. Hossain Mahdav,y said that HOll18¥oun Sanati head of Franklin Press and 
go-between for the Shah, oame to Dr. Mahdav,y 1s house to talk with Mahdav,y and 
Darious H~, a prominent journalist, having just come frOlll an audience 
with the Shah. Sanati told Mahdav,y that the Shah was in a depressed mood and 
that he complained of the eoonOlllic depression and the poor administration of 
his government. Sanati said that he and the Shah agreed that it was essential. 
to bring in some of the mOl"e able younger talent into the government. Sanati, 
Mahdavy said, then followed thia up by asking Mahdav,y and Homayaun to consider 
joining the govel'lllllllnt in high and responsible positions. Mahdav;y said that 
Sanati exp<"essed the view that the Shah was thoroughzy dissatiwfied with hia 
ohief advisors. Sanati aaid thst the Shah will never give up the smallest 
pieoe of hia power under &l\Y circumstances. Mahdavy replied to Sanati at this 
point and pointed out that if the Shah was unwilling to give up al\Y of his power 
and responsibilit;r then how was _it poaoible far other to help in the administra­
tion of Iran1e affairs. Responsible positions require the uae and possession of 
paver, he said. Sana ti answered saying that perhaps the oncy way to carry forward 
Iran's develo1111ent ie to work within the system. Mahdav,y said he replied, "What 
;you are asking us to do i• to become like Moinian, Ansari and Nafici. • Sanati 
then left and said that ha wanted to continue these discussions the following week. 

Both Kahda'fY and Homayoun were impressed, accarding to Mahdavy, at the skill, 
apparent aincerit;r and subtlety of Sanati •a arguments. Kahdavy believed that 
Sanati's visU to J.llab;yar Saleh and Sanati •s visit to them indicates the beginning 
of fresh attempts on the part of the regime to divide the more moderate Nationa1 
Pront IUllbera frOlll the more militant opposition cf the National Front. 

Dia1a Charge 
Mr.Herz-rdg file 
GTI•Tia;er 
OR 
CRU 
'WM 

POLrwn&racak 
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Downgraded at 3 year intervale. 
Declassified 12 ~'fs after date of ori-gin. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMCRANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

Participants: Dr. Hossain Mahdavy, National Front Leader 
William G. Miller, Second Secretary of Embassy 

Place: Home of Dr. Mahdavy 

Date 1 January 26 1 1964 

Subject: Attempts to Form a New Party Out of the Remains of the National 
Front 

1. Origins 

Dr. Mahdavy discussed the plans that he, Abdorrahman BORUMA.ND, Darius 
FORUi!AR, Shahpour BAKHTIAR and Hedayatollah MATIN-DA.l<""'TARY, have been meeting to 
form a new party from the moribund National Front. Mahdavy said that this group 
has been meeting regularly over the past few weeks discussing the necessity for 
the younger elements of the National Front to organize a new party framework, 
develop a program and to lay down firmer lines of policy over the next fewpears. 
So far, it has been decided, Mahdavy said, that such a party lllllst be spearheaded 
by the well-educated and liberal members of the National Front. The older leader­
ship, the extremists of both right and left were not to be included among the new 
party leadership. 

2. Leadership and Organization 

Dr. Mahdavy said that so far there are about 20 members in the top cadre. The 
party organization was to be open and no clandestine activities would be permitted. 

3. Obstacles 

There were two major obstacles, Mahdavy thought, to the development of the 
party: first, the older leadership of the National Front had to give their 
sanction to the new party. Mahdavy said he had seen Dr. Qolam Hossain SAD~I 
today (January 28) to get his opinion. Mahdavy said Sadeqi was noncommittal. On 
Thursday, January 30, the original five as well as six other younger National 
l"ront melli:Jers were to meet to discuss the proposed party in more detail. Follow­
ing this meeting Mahdavy said he plans to go to Allahyar SAIEH to ask his support 
for the new party. Mahdavy thou;'.ht that Saleh is ready to turn over the leader­
ship of the party to younger hands, but he was not so certain of other members of 
the central council. Second, Mahdavy thourht the attitude of the government and 
particularly SAVAK was crucial. SAVAK has the means to prevent the party fran 
becoming f.lore than an idea, he said. 

Group 4 
Downgraded at 3 year inteI'lfal.B. 

Declassified 12 years after date of origin. 
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4. Rationale 

Mahdavy said the basic idea of the new party was to give political form 
and expression to popular nationalistic feelings. It was their aim, he maintained, 
to be the successors to the National Fr6nt. 11The old issues, the old methods, the 
old leaders have gone by. It is time to re-think, re-organize and work to revive 
popular democratic political •parties.• Mahdavy felt that it is essential for 
Iran to develop sound democratic institutions to parallel the social and 
economic growth taking place within the countr;r. He thought the major step to be 
taken and their aim was in development of a genuinely popular political party. 

5. Attitude Toward the u. s. 

Mahdavy said that the party would be pro41estern and would actively seek 
American support and advice saying that under the present circumstances no OpflolJi ti® 
politic al force can exist in Iran without American support. 

'.!he projected new party briefly discussed in this memorandum. has been brewing 
since the failure of the older leadership of the National Front to meet the 
challenge of the September Majlis elections. While it is too early to say whether 
the idea of the new party will be translated into action, the quality of the 
personalities involved ,the ideas and aspirat.ions they have so far expressed may 
lead to a popular party of substance that could fill the dangeroos political 
vacuum that presently exists. 

Dist: 
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CWWU'l'UJ. 

!!F.l!!Nell>UM ,., OJIR:Ws.t.Tl'OI 

Dr.~··--
J'ftra11r7 26• UA 

llluillpoao Jillft'Ull'• il:t.ced ,"Jftw ot lldi-1 Prant. B1ippon t.o 
u.. lWl:lua llr9upa coauu ... ifue•wn lletwen c_.....u,. 
11--.. ad \he llat.1-1 hon\J uil 'fMUNl 0-idllnti-

1. Bellhtbl' '• AU!ied Ottct of llllU-1 Pl'-' S!flPl!!!1 "9 !!r-Lll' Gr!!p 

Dr. ~ ..u "'" 5118hpov llalchtJ.ar d14 la r.t. -- with lfabll• 
Illa~ l.nt. wu nt. tMt. ~ .nine - uthinc 11nuu1 bee- 1!aldlUw 
and ~ bM 11iea ei.e tM.eMa tw ner 10 ,_.., 'l'btlJ' Mrwd t.oa•tba' 
1a t.b.e lUn1RrJ' et Laber 1lllMr Jilolluaq allld •M Neb ot.iln' N&lllarq. lfahd&'17 
M14 ha d14 ..._ dwltt. \bat. Balcbt.iar ad ~ dUnued -lliiClll p1-
lsn Use 1dea \hat. ... ott ... - mde - JIN~ It. lfOlll4 ..ot be~ 
...__. te u. 11au-i 7-t •t '8u u.. t.o altca 1\nlt w1Ui" r-i... a 
P'OQlt • \he 11'1111 s.da h:rt.v • lllaou nq - twr beiJ11 u a llhia ol t.119 SIMdl. 
!Wl4n1' HU tlult. oUier .._,. ot b *u-l Fl'QQt. la..s t.aliaetl "1\h ......., of 
.. Inn Jr'"1.n !Vt.; .....,, -llt.1-. lilt ... 1-8 \lie - ~ ... 
Unk ZIMlllh \1Qt. ......... '°' -uu .. w1t.la \lie I.ran llO'ria w..i.l - 1.-d ,. 
aD;J'tlainc at. t.h1e "-• 

2. C..Ut.1• T!)!! 

All I.Ill.Ill lloe 1Mm te - ~ S&hb -.1 t.l•• reoent.l;r and nu aade a 
Mri,,... ottan t.o to•t. se:i.a w ll!Z,.. t.o Je111 All1lll I.JI a -uuon. KalldP7 uid 
ta.at S.lela'• n- 19 \lult IN.ell a -ut1on -u lie ~- at. thu t.lM bllt. 
t.bat. n.gotiaU- bad """ 79' reMlhN • at.a. • tor act.inn. Kabda'IJ' u1d that Jalal 
Dcl1* bad been MR\i-4 u a ..mer ot tbia coal1tian. F.btehaj'e - alao -
'"""" vp i., AJl1ld aJld Sal.eh u •....,..et a -lit.ion cabinet. ~h bad 
Ui.d i;o Ul.11: t.o l!Mdny, ba Hid. Mllhda"J' Hid lie lied a&r.ci ~ - llerakl\al\uh 
ucl would .to •• i• t.• - ruw.. 
J. hot.ioal c-idolrat.t!!!! 

~ 'llewd then,.. -llt1on tel.lca u ))<Ill~ a dal1-. 'Mw deU- vaa 
11da1 U' the lie-r~ - \e ~bee•- '>f Us •0111P1"te ,~,.. 011 
the Sbab and tboo fMt \Mt 1t. wuJ.d 111111\imia t.i. J>ll\t.era ot thlt 1.mtpt ftlo ot \he 
tut. 7f1U or ..,, the ·;~ "®ld \111doubtedq fall on t.he ma.a ralnd i., the 
tailur. or land ?Wtora llDd the railUtt. to pueh the dewloi...st lll'O•:r-. A "'°" 
~l&J' g~nt. 'llOuld probablJ' - to pwer at. that tt.e. h-ver. th• i:robletol 

c;::;o1;r 4 
D'.)wngrad,__5....6 d.~ ·,:-,,-ear intervaJs. 

it. .-1.d u- to r- -U Mb - ex1-1J' ~ without c-ldenbla 
aai•~- fl'• .WW.-· an illll nmr 111114• lllllldav --.1, • 
raaponsi"ble -utSMI 1-' t-4 - eould - w eairnct tile olwl­
~- 111 t.u 1-1& rer- ~r11111 ellll w ,...._ ::.ai- aad 41noti• w 
the dowlo.-t. ,........_ Tllo - ·- .._.. ot rapn••~u ... ,_. 
t.tllea pleoe ill ?rm, Ila ....... - - Ina - ~ • ~ ... 
gO'IU ?¢ 
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llr. !laM1a llaild&1IJ' - <>Or~ 1n 1931. ~ ..... 1-t. tkll , - ....... ·~ 
11-1n 4."1111 ua (re.p.r et,...,. Kin). "'111 l'.a-b - • ~ .... '-' 
la t.ar.o t'l>a a Jll'Olllmat. t.ua1l;f *" h.o .,_ Ml r.wa. hGa lstU. ... *"'""" 1a tbs i.-. l"'1 C.OkrJ. II i.e..-. 14 \lw C-"Uv.\1-l. ......... ta 
UC6. Wit lult - ....... '.It w tu.\ itliJl.iao Ti. llo&1ldw ot ......... 
rtnt. .i.tna !!-.U. Plano ......... 1 f'llOtarS- aad • ..u nllrw4. 
111:11.D ".rli> .u.11 J.n W.. .._..\a "8."<>•\'J' - .,,_ bll\ 1a IWI .Ul 1-ll -.. 
., .. -•1 ~ la .. ,--.., .. b.1a l.ut. c!UlA. $M ._ ,... 
ei.i. .. ..-u~:..~ \e Uw ftlA!t.1~ wll ..a w ~ 
- -..:ur n.. ... ..,,_ 

-.i.v - ........ 111 1*u !1r1.Mr7 llft!>ela .. """" '° - lilr.lslbla 
pldlliAt .-..i. II\ lfrta)l1- l1l ~ Ila •"' "" to Cbl'ie\ ~ tllcl...., 
~ ~ td.Vl tlb9 .u..i.:.- h1atort.a H..,,.,h 'l'Wws-lllo!»J • .. 
ftOl111Wd - ~ -- ill r.uu.a. 1'1111'>&<>• - ,.._. .. 111 199'>o !ti 
\lw•-"' w Pwrie ... \GOit a I'll.II.~ in 1- tr-. t.be ~la 1,511. 
.. 'l'ttolnM ... Ina ... - hind ~ Abel 1!au.m "MllbeJ 1a ~ !'l.flft lrpets.-
\le. ~ Dr ~ • •Inn•• -' lltlt. Y"'11'¥'. ... , i'!U<la"7 ,,_ W 
~ 1'WW '4 !l9riu'7 JJUow'411' el \M r~ :••·.rHll. lUt - larr, .. i;, ~1bl9 
tw hrhcia!". to """~·· nwat.t"'I \!wt dl.N<!Yal1tar"3 in \."" 9'Ml •ill ,...,... 
Gt U"f9 lllbiu 1T1Jjea\, 1.1' ~ "°'• -w Ila,.. . i"llli" !.nn "" .---.rsl,y 
-t.l;J 11!11\e ~ 

l!ie 'l'Sl't.101:11.rr ~ Wdle bl the i"1a11 '4"!:&nl!<a·tia11, ,._ ~ ~lielt 
u.- ..n-1pt. ot ~1 plae.121:1;;. t.,._. 1'.•'>o:l•"7'• d1r-t.\t11t \he 1!.f\ c-a 
ftnq 6f llina-"•\t>Ohlnaa, t.i.. ~ '''""" ~ 1l)y IV.''m'· ...a • ~ 
12! l~ tNN ~ lJoM<~ ol.lffl;r ta \t<• _,.._ i-41 wit.a 
0."'2aaed 7-..f'-s..n_ ey.... 31m!.1, ..... d .• Iesa !...,.~~.., ... :m..,--~ 
p.arl. 'l>t tone ..t ....... ;n-yl ar.:.a><:l.<ai.1"" 1et ....,,, la .traa. 

~hOll"tl,y ""'~"""' ~ - 1'9"""""1 I>)' u.. ~~.ah 1" i't?<J'r"4Q' 19q,, 1'-adrq 
j<>4...i ti• ·iau-\ inn& and u. .. an t.::i r-.i.U a lAr,;e ....,.., ..t '>l• coll.G>aguq 
to t.1>1• "•U-U.a\ or;calut.i<a> \c.et. lad J,,..i be .... ,;tn.'!....._ a qu•i-:i,..;al 
.. t. .. t.ua or \!:!• ,..,;i• .ri. .. lli4 :re- <>! rt.; ..... <>we .... µron1en. lie ... ~11\ Sa 
Gyru• c;.ni• ""• .,... a\ \.'lat. '1• 1nr:<1a. as " l•,;•l -is'-"'• ar.d '* tile 
q"'1"0lt:;r >t - lt.ke ~,,....,. ~ .. "" ~\006·1'Mi i IU'awtn!e.t·qa18Jt. 

GROUP 4 
Downgr3.ded at 3-year intervals. 
Dec1a::;.slfied af·~nr 12 years. 

~-s.~_ATION 
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- J -

vh1llll 1.ndi9pemkmtl;r ~led !11.bdaV'• Y1ewa, !k>aadeq oritillilled S.lah'a 
1-adenhip ancl u a rwv.U or thia ~. Saleh and the older leadara 
ruignad. M, betGN S&lah ruigned, l'labd&V vu eleot.9d to \be !iat.ional 
hont. Oent.ra1 Ooam1l UJ10D Salab.1• i.Dllt.Not.iona. In llo'9811l>ar ot l.963 1 Salab 
•latd Mabda'fJ' Ml baoo. Searetar,r Clemral or the Nat.ional.Frout.. Mallda'I)' da­
o11Jllld Sll7Dc tJat. a tar _.. aoirprehenaiw O'ftlZ'-halll. ot t.M Front. vu needed1 
a tw appointMma -u. not. do t.i. job. 

Or. llabda'fJ' Waohu at Tehran Unhenif.7 in the Inet.itute tar Social lllld 
~ l88U1'dl. At. prnent. ha 111 laad1:ng a group atudying tba affects ot 
land ref- urnm a eupla aelactiClll of Iranian Tilla,·ea, a proj~ finamad 
br 'lilMI Fwd FIJWDdation. In HQ' 1964, Dr. llahdav reoa1TI>d • Ford l"oundatian 
great tw •t.adJ' at HarTard !Jn1Tere1f.7. Mahd.a-ry nlane to accept. this grant in 
order t<> etuey l'oanomi.oa and ellJMOially ~loinmt. Eoonoad.ca. tor two y.are 
bag1Jmilte 1n tlta Fall of 1964, dlll'ill!: whiel! t1M he will alao attenipt. w 
orgmdsa llat.1-1 !"rant. atudent. actiYitl.ea in the United stat.ea. 

Aa a student at. Oxford, llr.l!ahda'f7 •t a young girl !l-a111 a ]Jl"Olltlnent 
Aln:andr1an Oopt. falllil;r and vl!J.la in hill lut. yesr at the Sarbonne married 
a-. Hia wlta, lln1m, 1a • tall, willowy, aott...poken .•irl whoee reaturu 
- Nllinilloent or the bus\ or lle!l-etete in tha Berlin Mtiaewo. The Mahda"'9 
haft two dllughten, Tora aged '5, India apd 2, and a .mi, Haahi, aeed 4. 
Mabdav u.,.. "1th hia ta"'1l;r and 1110ther in a -1.eat hOllSe on Avenue !lahar. 
Be eold all or hie dlla;•ee follDvi~ tha J>Mlllli• or th" land !"f>form lair, 
alt.hour,h he at.ill haa a houaa in Aliabado one of hia distributed villages in 
tile lbaueh. (See .t-247, Ootober 22, 1963 tor a description or Aliabad.) 

~ rud, Mahda"Y'• priJmr;y intellectual ener(liea an dirt'cted toward 
po11t1ca and acollOllic dHelopoant. He 1a alao lceenl,y ht.erest.ed in poet.r;y 
and contenipor&r)' ?eraian• F:rench• 1.-rican and i>ngliab literature whicb be 
knon well. llabda"7 NeOta regularly with C,yrua '""'111 liariua Hotnayoun, Ali 
Fal"lllllDfarmaian and Khodadad fanoant'armaian in a dowra vhero contemporary Jll'O­
blema and books are uauall;y all8l;rwd and discuaaea:--Wb1l.e l\hodadad Fannan­
ta-1an ia uauall;y exuberant, Ali l"anumi'annaian aoldl,y cynical, am! Dsriua 
HO!llqoun 111oat lot;ioal, l!ahdaV7'• anal,ys"a are atruct.ured on the praniaes that 
popular reiresantative v,o.,.rraent is possible in .!ran, that l<>1;1cal aconCllll1c 
daveloi:nent ia possible, that dictat.orship and its tnppi1'..• and unwloome 
foreign WluencM have oorroclad the Persian cbaracur, that rran ha& a 
h1stor14al and cultural tradition to be proud of, md that a ,)udic1oua blend­
t~ at tha w .. t•a acc011pli"'-nta with th" heritage or l'9n1a will create a 
nati<ll!I or wcrl.d ateniticance. 

60 

u a national:la1.• u ti. - at a -Ututional rnoht.ionar;r. u • 
i.at.elleotual treined 1n tb9 varld1a n.-t. ~itut.iona, lfattdln7'• omwisteD9T < 
baa 'brollgbt hill tbe rnpacn.ad am.:lrat.iao or an inareuing mmlMr or ~/ '°"'')O 
llllbdaV 1a at.ubbcrn and on oooaaian .t:rilDk to tbo extreioe ot rmi--. and. 1a 
J*'Dne to period• ot .ood.1nllae. OD the whole• b-• ha ia ciel.ight.tul 
CIOlllP&'l1 and t.ha 1nWnll1'7 ot bia lleu.t• an ot a eort. rareq found. 

In .-ppaaranca llahda'Yy 1a about. tl'RI tut. nine inllhea, ot MdiWI b\IUd, a 
not. udlai:id.._ r-, ba&l)&Ct.uled and to""8C! 'by a gnat abock ot tbiolc bhok 
hair. Dr. MabdaV7 con\raoted Mal\a tner vblla in India and u a neult. -
111 tr• tm to u. tor 0\'111' t.vo ;resra. Mahdav plq• fair tamia an4 
aquaeh and UU. to nlk and rt.de. MabdllV entwtaim a great. dul and h18 
~ 1a oft.en tulad vith Tiaiton and !rianda flow ~. &!gland, the 
United St.ataa and India. In add:!.tim to h1a .. u ... PWaian. l!ahdaV ...-.. 
and road& Jqllall and irr-h filMISt.l;r mid '"81111 a.-
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Date: 

Place: 

Subject: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORAflDUM OF CONVERSATION 

U:· ~ossein Mahdavy, National Front Leader 
William Green Miller, Second Secretary of Enbassy 

June 3, 1964 

Dr. Mahdavy 's Home 

Visit ?f University of Tehran Survey Team to Land Reform 
Areas in Gilan and Mazanderan 

Dr. Mahdavy said that of the b · la dl · 
Amini family had been distributed ~h nth ords :n Gilan only the lands of the 
had their lands distributed. • e o er maJor land holders had not yet 

There was considerable unrest among the 
lords were usine legal tactics to irn i peasantry in Gilan and the land­
the usual tactics of bribing regi tr~. son ¥~asant leaders and were exploiting 
Ju~tice functionaries to prevent ~he a l:nf~om i~ials and minor Ministry of 
said that Gilan in the st had b eing carried out. Dr. Mahdavy 
he noticed signs that C~nmunist symeen ~h?enter of Communist activity and that 
two examples of landlord a.ct ion whi~~ h~es we:e again. being aroused. He cited 
The first took place in Gilan h s seriously disturbed the peasants. 
houses of a village• After th: ~~e a landlord wi ~h a bulldozer leveled the 
claimed that there were no vill.a:re us~s w~re demolJ.~hedJ the landlord then 
were no houses' and then decla ~ ~. n his land, citing the fact that there 
by registrntion officials. re 18 land mechanized. This was certified 

In r{azandaran, not far frotrt Shahsavar la 
the following technique was used Th on nds owned by Prince Abdol Reza, 
paid a nominal sum, and settled in a ~e pe~san~s were rer;ioveC: from their hauses, 
p~asants. living on the land, the land w: ~e~lage, Srn?e Lhere were no 
viUaee is now overpowlated Dr Mahd d l ed mechanized, The nearby 
recourse, Dr. Mahdavy sa' d that 

0 
avy 0 ? ared but the peasants have no 

surveyed lC years ago and- these sa~ th7 basis of the comparison of the villages 
that there had been a marked incr ~llage~ surveyed now it could be concluded 

r ..... r,, ~village in Mazandaran, the ner ca;~~= ~c:ricult~~l f"oduction. In one 
from this village of 3 000 four b ·~ was s igh 1y over $JOO a year and 

,. • -' "' were at the University' of Tehran. o~s t we~e lilMa. universi~ies in Germaey and ten 
,. prosperity of this villai:;e was du tu fu r. f hdavy pointed out that the 

,\ little to do with assistance from \ho G e e forts of the villagers and very 
f.• general Gilan and Mazandaran we e . e overnment. Dr. Mahdavy said that in 

, . { if the Government does not vi' ;ou~~ a f~~~er~~ state of expectation and that 
', ··~· could be serious unrest. t.. ow 0 w;h with land reform there 

. "J 

POL:WG~liller:cak 
6/4/64 
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o~sw wUb -_peot w _. JIOl9:ilt1At ~ 'N'- b lid~ l'rclat 
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,.,. 11111.-, 'Ill.a .,,. - ...... - u. .. u-1 '"9t -.14 ....... to - .... 
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Is ~ U-10!& tM }lllR1l1Uit7 - .... ua.s •• - ... ~ -a.• 
- Ml: to o~ wi\h ._ llaU-1 .hm\ Ml lliaftt 1llelu6I - of 1'8 --. 
ill a •lJO--ut ot llitU-1 !IJaiQ". I• -. J)OSllW .t '8 JIJUalav7 "-' ta .-11 a 
rathor -'•lJ' ~~oal aUu•ti.• ti. SJIU -W ~ wt•'° _.Sii rv 
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il'1- u ft.It ~ ... lliJJI\ '° ll.abila"VJ tlat 1' - 'fltZ7 11Dlllatl;f U.\ tllit 5Jlall -u 
.u- ~lt 1lo -- u e:QeM, .1118 wpl;;' -· "!'llaswi'on be _, p1• 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washing-ton, D.C. 20520 

OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 

John A. Armitage, Esquire 
Counselor of Embassy 

for Political Affairs 
American Embassy 
Tehran 

Dear JacR : 

January 2, 

When in the Boston area I ,,- ------ --- -----
in Cambridge on Decembe; 21 wen; to see,.,Hossein Mahdavi -:_, 
be Of interest if only for ;,. ?,--1'"1l~ 
Embassy. isc:_=0~~file in the 

Hossein is winding up his studi 
and expects to take his es.at Harvard in economics 
He then has only his the~~ne~als in a few weeks' time. 
the requirements for his P~D o ~omplete in order to finish 
afford staying in the U S .d e does not feel able to 
England, Germany or Bei;ut ~~ wiskconsi~ering going to 
one time considered oin ?r on his thesis. He at 
wife is Egyptian) b~t n~ t~ ~'.'iro ( you Will recall his 
understood in Ira~ H iw fe ieves that would be mis­
nervous about adoptingeB ~ ~r the sam~ reason somewhat 
proximity to Iran and re~a~~ ~s ~ residence, but its 
attractive. ive Y ower cost of living are 

Following completion of his t 
to return to Iran He anti _hesis, Hossein says he intends 
saying he intends.to fly inc~~~t~s ~o difficulty returning, 
response to questions a an '.'t Mehrabad. In 
said: "What I did befo~ t~ w~at he will do in Iran, he 
government, frowns on wo~k· e woul~ not work for the 
organization such as the I~~~Ifor a semi-governmental" 
taking a university position a~dw~sd~va~ive abo~t po~sibly 
become a farmer on his family's 1 ndica ed he might JUSt 

an s near Zanjan. 
Hossein's views of the . 
always of some interestpresent situation in Iran are as 
of economic boom as tempor~~ regar~s the present period 
last forever. When the Y,_say:ng that no boom can 
for the worse he bel· economic situation takes a turn 
be serious fo; the re~~vesb the political situation will 
part of the population ~= n~~a~~e tshuch a mu?h greater 

in e political sphere." 

CONFT61:jRNTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

By this he means that the masses of the urban workers and 
rural peasants have been encouraged to expect more from 
the government, have thereby become interested in politics 
and will react against the regime if the fulfillment of 
their expectations appears endangered. Hossein is a 
little vague as to what form this reaction might take, and 
I suspect more than a little wishful thinking supports his 
theory. But he alluded to the possibility of guerilla 
activity, and I would not exclude the possibility that he 
might encourage such activity if he were on the scene. 

Hossein thinks the Shah may yet do something to reform the 
political system, but he believes that the Shah's reluctance 
to undertake any meaningful reform is due to the Shah's 
continuing sense of insecurity. He says he is convinced 
that the Shah is aware that he is completely dependent on 
the repressive instruments under his control and that were 
the repression to be eased in any way, the regime would be 
in danger. The current indications of the Shah's great 
self-confidence are due to the economic boom, the fact that 
the security apparatus is effective and his success in 
improving his image abroad. 

As for the details of the economic situation, Hossein thinks 
that industrialization is not proceeding fast enough to sop 
up surplus urban and rural labor. The boom is generally 
therefore merely making the rich richer. He stresses that 
the whole set-up depends on the oil industry, adding that 
that industry is highly vulnerable to an act of sabotage. 

If Hossein should return to Tehran, you would find him a 
stimulating contaGt. 

Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 

;;~ 
Theodore L. Eliot, Jr. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDcNTIAl 

Hosein MAP.DAVI 
(Phonetic: mahdaVE~) 

National Front Member 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Mahdavi 

Hosein Mahdavi was 
a p~o£essor of econc~:cs 
and social science a~ 
Te~~a~ Cniversity as o~ 
t~e D:d-l960s. A~~~~~~ 
of tr.2 :~a':.ional F::-o::-.: 
{~F) since 1958, he ~~s 
electe6 to its Ce~~~~~ 
Counc:.l in April 2.9:~. 

(~·rue: :~: is an u.:-r:1;:;:::-e.::_.:::.. 
orga~izatio~ of se~e:::-2: 
political groups ·,.;hose 

OFFICE OF 

CENTRAL REFERENCE 

IRAN 

r.i.e~.Oe::-s are :nos~ly •..:i:i !.:e-col 1·3.!"', middle-class prc~e:;;­
s io~als. N? rnembe=s a=e ge~e=ally Llnited in call1n~ 
fa:- t~e Shah's adbe=~nce to t~~ C~nstit~tion of 190b, 
bu~ ~~ev diffe- wie~:v otherwise.) Hi& ele~tion ! 

~~~t~)~~~i!~f j;~ii'.\;f ;f ll!lf j~~l~~~~1i!~lti:: ,. '. 
~;e~~~~~~c~h:~-~o~;~~;=~~ :ne H:c ~ l~ ~ t.{o~!v~~~ t ;~j e~~ 
anv cc=~ro3is~ be~~~en the :;~ and the governmeI1t, 
belie·.ri;g that pop:.!l~!:° :-epres2nta~ive 1ove:nmen~ 
and log:cal eco:--..o:-;iic de1.telo;:.ient were poss1ble in 

Iran without aictatorship o::- fc:'.':"eig:i influences., 
wtich he believed corrocied th2 Irania~ character. 
I·~ahdavi favo::::-ed a jcd.icious b.!.en:::1ing of the accom­
plisr~ments of the ~,;est with tl':e historicul an:l. 
cultural heritage~~ Ira~. ~S ~~fiGiQls_dss~rib~d 
Mahdavi in the 1960s as a bc1ll1ant and imaginative 
~an with leadership ca9abilities who was b~SL~ally ~ 
pro-West bu~ who could b9 erratic and vind1ctLve. (C) 

The ::30'1 of a or:-o:;li:-i~nt ~2h!"2.r1: merchant .J.rid 
constitu~ionalist ~~o had bes~ a ~~~:ber of the 
fi!.""st Majles ~legislc.tu.':'~; , Y_;,;_h·J.3-vi received a 
deg:i:ee wi::h honors .:'..:-:. ~)(:)~. ~:,::.:ie:ice1 philosophy 
and econom:cs fro~ Gx~o~~ Cn~vecsity in 1956 and a 
Ph. D. in la\; frox ~~e 6~orbo~~~ i~ 1958. He 

(cont ... ) 

CONF1J::NTIAl 

retur·ned to Iran to work for the Flan Organization, 
and by 1960 he had ris'.!n there to the position of 
deputy director of tte Eco~omic Bureau. Mahdavi 
was then sent to Princet~on University for a year 
of stuJy under Plan Ocganization auspices. After 
his return in 1961, 1 ... e left the Plan Organization 
to concentrate on 1',;F activities. He joined the 
teaching staff at Tehran Cniversity at that time 
and wor.'<ed to esta'.::.lish "1;£·" influence in· Iranian 
universities and the lower echelons of the govern­
:r.eP.t ~ He was imprisoned briefly after the relig).ous 
riots of June 1963. ~·laf:Oavi went to Harvard 
L;:--.i,_re:-sity in 1964 fo-:.- -=· .. ;a yea!."°s of study on a 
Ford r·our.d2t1on grant. ·,;:-:il.:: there !le may have 
O!'"'jc.:iizej NF stud2r:t act~viti~s~ (C} 

Mahdavi, abou~ 47, s=eaks excellent English 
and F'::-er.ch and :-:e2Cs so:-:-.e - Ge-::-::;a.n. ( ~) 

8 December 1978 
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d, :r:-'ICIYAW1\: t ;;r. f'?'. ?~Jn ., f 'fl~ Ghiet' • -·.oonat-i:ee :.•&~~:.:;'.·S."l't • l.t.c.ttstri«t.: 
1mc :min;: .... -.v.o""""t lleJ:I,: ot .rar. (_ ... :I) 

'~01"0 ;',-. :liot Jr. t !l'i.rtit ~90'1"1ti-tar._; Of ~-rihas&;' 

r •. a.~rUivi 1.s.u ;u.st. :)Hl't e.~~:J()"into:l ~''i.iof of th1<1 ..con..,ljs~ic~: Ar.:.ti.rt::()S:.'\ of 
tLe I~~ )_I. ::. ha!' ~'1:."EJVi0\1<11./ '>f0r1::.ed in 'ti~t .i•itJ;.e.rt~~t):!t &n::! t.~ thir. :;·n·r$t,t\ .. wot. 
!..-ett1tr\1:wrt o£ tl.-e T1Ur..l • !~l! !.f' a r:ietal..or o.f thi.l ~Wtiar..e.l. :,'11.::~.;;;11 o..t.' t:~~ . .lf.tio:r~:··. 
FrOnt and, a.:- ti'OOI'":, ao- 1n ~a!: for tia~- !'irf..~t &tJYO:l '!O:'lt:i.e ol: : • .'.~r.~. ~;q i~ 2.'·-0~.rt 
~CJ ,!."t08.J.'f.i. oltl, ret."f!i"tl&d l.Otil"t. cf his tra.i..i\l~ in ~OC.O!.:d~r: J.'.n ·:7:-.r:··~-cm (:·t:~, ;,;a:,: .. ,.;· ), 
~"n.11Co &..~ ~(i..ar.-ton .,.Qfl001 of :·.;ocrtonice fol~ six :JOr.ith..!) ruu: 5:~m··.!: 1:~00J 
.~n~).1t.t.. ~nd ncello:~t ,,;,o.rLJf/ifh :!'1! !:e..tt r.ot \'i.&i t«. tL.e t:d:t~ : ta~cl!:.1. 7h~ ;.m.-~··OfAi 
ill' il:e: na~tir" offi(:e-r'~ c.i!.:.1 wnu to er.tal;,l iat contact ~-:i tl! ._1:::· •.• A!1Cav1 i.:i !i!.c 
nn :,or .• 

· ':i.'·;.~vi fi.n·,:~ \ui:r Tt1r.:·~t.B.r. !ICP!fl.• ·~o.~i:>~i;~ i:,:; t~w :~!·.iti.•a -:-?J!orr:_, :)n><?"tt:.: ~\ie:':. 

L" P..Uf:.l t~ f;D..'1 r,tol an \.;<tJ' ~;~tiO:'.\Sl i''ro:tt tr: t.cutli~!!'t'. fiut h~ t1~Stionfi t:Le '!'.:.Jt~:~ri t. · 
of ti..i1 .l:.n.h lt.:!1 a ~f.tifo.t'"'.rt'-1-l" on t.!. :;tl.!il.h(l!" of cou:r~tr;. 1ri t(_.o tir1;1t ?lacl2, Cri ill' not 
.. .,. fl!"(!-.! t<J- 'lGl!.ev.f! tJ.at !l ~&P. ''uho o,.it.-:7'.ti:iZ"l'i t!J.4.1 fOtt")~ 0£ n•etl:;:m..: for t>uvor. 
:."3QY'e h&2 !!'i:t.idm~:;· te.rio;.1t1! gi :i\3:ro..\. ,:cn-~ov..,,~·, 11' the .·hi.ti·. ~.~litr1ue :fr, l""'!'..fo.:~~, 
wl"~~· .i.s !'..e ··,min.: ti,(" :!!&.'~ o"...:l .1~rJ 1 t: e :au:~~.n.:.r. 4tel e.r.d . .-:hari.f· ·z.e:-d. to Oft.r:r::: 
it i'.l\<t -, 

81~.;.nvi i:ol iev'J:r; t~:o "~!Ill•< !iBI· r:;iotit'ft.tl)\i in 1~1....nchJ.~~ •. hit. "raf'OJ"":w µr0{-"l"8!·. 
·.n .. !?JP:!"'i.~;· "r .. f . .,:-<.::~i'"'!) <o.O.l.itJoo,) C0Hfi'ir.?°e!'atil3r:.!'• ':"'oi~ is t,.""I !.16,. tla1; tH3 ,·bar. ~.H 
concet"t.i.~ t·:·.i'tt Li.i.t 1/.iti~J·l n1'.roo.'i' lt"aif b~-1 . .ml.:.:t. t.o :•:~~.>r~'~ ·/r1.~i1:i".l•t! ar.a l..14.-w.>:•r • 
.. :~ 'k'I).~ ~::Ol\.CC'n1''0 '1t t;.~ :'OC-.OtiOfi er.;iucie.~,l;,; at thr. bliCOl'~it:..;.. t:?':rl.l"~' .'tUt-.i.ni@t!'f':tin, 
\o ~is i~:e. .. :a. :~iu tLGJ"•:>.fort' i:;.'"Jt atO'Jt :;;:l-..v~1:'.ini: ~~e i~"'.8,_ .e. I~ !ollowe, n:•l'il 
"'ah·.~ri, ~•t if l~~~ ·! . .ah fo~l: ~· tt,...tt"!l"'il l:t !eut ~:·re::::e~:-rai tzru t:,e tnit'IID .:tu.teh ff'"!' 
l'i!t!O::-:; U, rnlll, t~."1 ~;·;. ;.:i. l ~:e l(ISG 7'~f01"'!'·1-r:.:.irtJOO. n.~";C..\'";i f.uliffV'iir.- t:at ·f:.n 
.. L&! •. · . .rol.J&t,l,/ t!...in.- ~ tl1il t tJ .ar-;r -vi) J HQIJ l;~ a ;·m·i~>( of ~-~~~ :·-l~r.~•:..1"11 \,t,..-.i;.n:i~e 

~.tt .:aimam .. ~/!;;.inl<i:\Y"S.ti->ti ·,;i:! 1 l..e concf'Jrn~1 !o:r \J.~j ;nc))tt t(~'lfr· 'O.Otl.s. -,~·i.~.a.ril .. : 
r-"i"t°. ·?.~$tic t.~. ·.fit\e:·;,. ~-1.t~~ ,hr.it wl:.l 't.i..<t:"•::.!'or0 :-:avw VflT:' u:.(M.'.~: 0t1 ~:r•:!;_ 

t!.J.n~ .. "' or ti\& $11tCO!l'l1; !: :.a:;.~e a!' :.e.~i~ C.!stribt."!:1m-.. ;~ul.d 1trn ;~~'.?:1;~1,~.'i• f ;"OC '\>.;< 
1.1~.i".(td ~t~t;;:~; ~et t:irn~~~ on a,·a.iit, tl:8 ~.hi;..L will turn or:. hin n·.h.it#r ·i011vu.i<..1'do1·: 
e ?.1.1:~, :..o; :'O'tJ~in, ! ~ CM al'ftQ.f!'. J~ witt fl\u::.L !an.fare inch1tli:A,.." 01.w-tln .. : •w .{., 

r• F-..1 !:2.: llW(d':"'e t.Loc' :\.t); hir, ~.fcu·-:i.~.S w.ii;;:: c$.!.l~,: ":?"Cioi"'i·ie'r'ri' (J~~·15ar..'ar.~' J r- 1 

• 1 ·.~r.e :~-.rtt-r.>llnu !ol1e»i:-~ .. ::.VC4)J~1l-,4"!' :; 11 } ·;7-,•· 
;,;.•;,, .. T(',.A: 

68 

- 2 -

'11» c~t ~ 90ell.0• iA. ;:t:Lhd.a.vi'e ··1iuw, itt dG:.i.."lQtci.~ b.: t;1c 
unc•rtaintin ~ tt'Oll tile reform PTOf"'"' aru: fr.xi the lao.:, of ;~""" 
•rotecUon !OJ' pri...- t.aw nore. ilo seen f "'' bri<!' t n;:-oh J.r, tho 0001'oc1,·. 
'nit! s11uat1on 111 ._ ..._ baa worHDeol •t'llill 1n the J>11.St r .... .,.,.,;, •· rt i. 
h'ue that th41 r"l.Nl ~ ia ap4DdJ.nc iaora, i...t it 1• not clear >ihar~ tLo 
:::.ollGl' is ;;om.;. Tharo ill lUU. atlilmia• OJ' elan .-g tbe plant1"1'G. ,.rl...,.h 
J.mreaton a:NJ -""'1 to tM.e .. Mii T 'lf1' ri•a. 'l.'ll8re 1e alllO litth• enthlliliBr:.: 
ar.y "°"" in the Wid illtfo.m C '"'*'" .. ..-at• an "1lll.: hel<l 1r1 ch<>e'· 
h./ tho lAlld :<Jlfor.:1 Or91DiaU. ...... ja .. a.1£, 1Ntl lln lClllt< ca.-. thelr 
;m>miMJ• at bett.GT thin€11 Ja .. -.................... ,.._t diacontent with 
t!·. o ?t"a::ent? 

~CCI! 

U:-;.A D - "!r. ltaut-.. 
~! - llr. n-. 
Cat 
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"'iovember 27, D64 

"i"il'l'ICIP/.iT~'• Fereidun Mahdavy, 1lfficial 1n the ln<hll!trial !41.nl.ng anci 
f1ev~lop!'l('nt l'ank or Iran 

.at'irle.v:-.' d-,~c ldr .. ~o that 1'1tlerican prAet.4;e with -&tie rank and file 01~ 

i.~a:1i.Rr 1-~r ·v1d TJ.Pver bf>~n lower in the la.st 20 to JU yPars than it wan now~ 
i1rwt'11'ically hfl as'<ed h•JW tl"Jf:l },r:i!.>assy could think thDt the orposttion to 
t.1e' stat"s ~ill shOlm in the ,'iajlis eoulrl indicate concern that t11e 
!~U,:Jlic ~,ra~ d

0

LS;')lease<l With the bill, when the ~1.)Qjlifl V(>t.ed immediately 
1"."lr ~nfl ~u-ic .in petroleum pr~duct pric~zs wl:;ch t·ians'.lr r~qneeiter, Q hill 
w1.1ich wo,11.u n.innlt~a.se the public far more. He concl~.i.den that thi· ;Jansur 
V-::ivr~tm• 11t 11ed deliberately mishandletl the et.atue bill in a way t.n.;;t 
w:rnln ca~~so al~ of tne onus to fall ori tile l!nited ~~tat<":s. daV1nt: dona 
tl1flt, saLd .l.9.ndav.;1 , th!! Govermnont t!'u~n pushl'.'U thro• .. t 11 the ~,2(.;0 1::1111.on 
milit.ary credit bill 60 t.h..:t it w mln locJk liKt' 1t WO.ti "Lne pe.y-off for 
pnsso· ·~· 'Jf t!rn· st&tuu bill. Thf!' linMl hlow was t.hen tlle exile a:: Khor.iein1 
so 8'l0'1 after 'lis anti•"\m~rkan and anti-statu8 bill etate·•.cnt• as to 
rr;,o!:c it. Sf'P~· th~t the :'nited :Jtstee httd preaoured Hanaur to ;i:et rid or 
.C:ton•~in~. .',R.!1rl11V1J po1..nt.cC. ~.<' t:1ir. ise11;:1ncfi o." leaflt·t~1 which qu<:>ted 
'\'hr)·-1r·lnJ •5 nriti-r'l.mC'r"lcan tirades :.it 1F·n11tl! as hei!lf" the .first 1ndicaticJn 
f·1r ~.'':!arr of clirectl,v anti-ii."l(lt"ican propaganda, and tw attached p;ruat 
~ ..,n-r,~t,'.!'11"!<·' tr t!tosc lf'afli•ts ar\d their e£'fPCt. :-".aht.iavy askt"d it the w•ry 
tdr;i. \)~ rer!•1r~tin:w a stt't;lf! bLll NHJ t1''.'lt hf<-··t; a s~ri0u3 forc1. ·~, no11c·.r 
hlu-vkr Drr our 0art, sa:vi..n:~ th:1t h•~ was coPvincf'd tho 1_:njterl ·::.utf~~3 c;,,~d 
:1'1'V"'.' 0t~,:;. "!.nf"d ·'","P des~ T'P.tl rni:i•;i.t wi tf~;')1,t n~:ttJn.c~ thA E:-11tf""'; :t.11..e!> ir: 't!ie 
~,..,~;t,},..,,1 ·)f '.1.-;~_r1 criticizt>C r·1r a 'Jitl rresontBd t,n 1 .. :•.r· -'Il,~l_J;:; 1:r1d t:len 

•'h~'';">:dh,_,, l:i.:: i.f'in.•511r',:- ,·,0,·crn;-i.,nt. 

i""!"r:~l~,.J ~~ttar;'.;:«r: t,;:~! T'f.'C'·?l'.t :n.ilit,;,~'t cr~·:".t, ':_)i~l 83 a·i r ~\..'."7'<·l.. 

·.inr.cr::i;;s.-;t~i'~' ''L('•.:e l'~r-~isL:.t:L .. 1ri wld.c:i', dosritc-- "t.hf.J 1;r~n~ r.r ·.(··r;·~1.;e:,L~n 

!F'l')\f'GC!'r.r-'" \)I_' ~!"~Fi,_&'"\ '~O:l('Cr \ LJVf'··!' ~~~S5(~r,,. '.1!'1.)V(•l: +,.-::it rl,1'1'.;.!·i.can 21:::"'r.1.c_, 
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::.:1 ;..r;_ w<.:..i \i<.s.rH:;d <m milit,ar:r S'J.pport £"or an unpopular dictatorah1p. 
: )'1;; n'"" tin , .. jlitary credit 1»ithi.n the cont.ext of us-us.:-.n. 
riw:lr: ;.:;:,.:_. t3Cfl<illy t.ran::;pare-rt, f~:>r f'Vi::'!'""'JOM knew thr.t Iran would ne..,. 
fL;.1t ti· attti.ci:ed hy the e;J."ll. Mahdev-.: then contir\11~d vith the uaual 
lln•~ t..L.:it Anv,ricari su;mort of the ;:Jhah lia& hePn so unequivocal that it 
•u:w hr n- 11t. a1Y"·t u sit;i.ation wherei t.hpre is nn alt.P.rnati.ve to thf' Shah. 

q' 1 riuVJ Wdf, Gdrt,i ~:1lar1,y vlralent in llis criticien of the Mansur 
G.1v~r;11r.r:1t. ln ~:·em·ral, and itn ec'Jnornic polici•s in particular. ;w 
tcrr:iP-<3 it a ;;l")V•;rnr.-ient of "pre"tentious opportunists" who lie to the 
Iranian people contirruously in ordtor to justiJy tt11Jir poorl,y conceived 
and ine-,tl;,' carried o;it oolicieo. i!e specifically c&Btigated the tlaneur 
'.">Wt:<rnr~ont for its :•nndlin,~ of the PlUllahe 1 SUE&r puroh.aeee and aale1, 
-wDt::at purchades, and t1~e Ltest ;.>etrol(!tL~ price rues. Mahdavy at&ted that 
lllt.tuu:_·~l z".laM waa not a very inteL.lir;~nt Illbri tie wae at 1.e41.et honest in hia 
eff~rta to c"rry out the 3;iah 15 v,shes, and that Mt the time AlaM lBft the 
i'rimt< .d.nistry ile had succeeded 1n l.ar[;el.y placatin(: th6 religioue 
oppoeit1on. Reltgious attacks on land reforri and """"'n's rithts had 
praoticall,y ceased and the nrullab.a vere left with little influence, but 
under Mansux- the religious oppoe i ti on to tr:e eta tuft bill had 1, i ven the 
11111.llahll a chance to pose as a nationalistic opposition ;,roup fll!' the !irlot 
t.ime, The Govel"l'llllt'nt '• handling or the nu;:ar a!fair had been inept, aaid 
:llal'ldaTT, because the Gover.-nt bO\wht at hir,h ;>rices and then encouraged 
~ of eugar at decreaeing orioea, thaa loeim tremendoue aume u the 
llnentory value declined. He point"d out that had vhaat ::rurchuee been 
!Md• live or six 01onthe a!:o at a ti!lle when their neAd could have been 
-U;r !ore•een, wheat stocks could have been adequatr at the preeent tinle 
al!ll ~- voul<l have been no ""'"" hoardirl!< of vb.eat. "urohese of wheat 
J•1' 1111.en it ,... widely known that wh•at was in extre,.,.,)J' abort suppl,y 
a1Jlp]¥ .. .- C<m8llJM'?'ll and deal~rn panic anc! insured that even with large 
pureh .. "•• hoarding would eausf! continuinr; shortag99, Mahdavy criticized 
thlt - price !'UH !or P'!'trolelll'I products ae hitting the lower claeseo 
per1;1c11lvl¥ bard, which v11a unfortunate, and as proving the difficult 
!l.nanc!Jt.l dtuat1on in which the goverl'lEnt finds itself. He concluded 
that thia latest eign o! panic """ narticularl;y en1barrasning >lh•m Iran's 
oil ,..,.,.nues had incr.,aRed this year by $100 <'lilllon. 

Laud Reform 

ln ana1;ysing th• prHent status of land reform, Mahdavy concluded 
that A.nl&njani'o reTOlutionary and, if necessary, confiacator;y type o! 
let.nu ref'JI'm had. now been replaced by a le!.'.al typf' of land reform in 
wn:..ch U.1.nd mil.St be surve;red, compeneatio;1 equ.itab]J determined, and ao 
f-Jrth. Hf: cO!mllE<nted th0:rt t~~€ gowrmnent did not h&ve eu!ficient 
trai nfl-d Pf.'raonnel to carry out a l~wal type of land re.f:""l?"m, citinr the 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

DATE• September 21, 1965 

SUBJECT• Poli ti cal and Economic Situation in Iran 

PUCE• Caspian Hotel Restaurant 

PARTICIPANTS• Dr. Fereydun MAIWA,VI, Industrial and Mining Development Bank; 
National Front Leader 

Theodore L. Eliot Jr. , First Secretary of Embassy 

1. Political Situation 

Dr. Ma.hdavi was more pessimistic about the political situation than I 
have observed him in the past, in the sense that he feels that the situation 
of the opposition to the regime is bleaker than it has ever been. The security 
forces are in control and have let it be known that the slightest sign of 
opposition will be crushed. The Shah has let it be known that an,y opposition 
to the government is opposition to him personally and will not be tolerated. 
As a result nobody in the opposition dares raise his voice; even AJ,[[NI and 
his group are quiet. 

The National Front has, Dr. Jl!a.hdavi observed, been put out of commission 
by the recent arrests of man,y of its secondary leaders and of Khalil MALEK!. 
He believes the arrests resulted from SAVAK•s desire to thwart recent attempts 
to reorganize and reconstitute the National Front. The recent London Economist 
article on the opposition precipitated the arrests. MATIN-DAFTARY was singled 
out because of his contact with MOSADEQ. Dr. Mahdavi does not think that 
the arrests were connected with General llASSIRI's effort to consolidate his 
control of SA VAK. 

The outlook for the opposition is bleak for the foreseeable future, 
Ma.hda.vi believes, because the two main props of the reeime, the financial 
situation and the lll'll\Y' appea,. to be solid props. He no longer thinks (hopes) 
that BJl economic crisis will soon precipitate a political crisis. He has 
a vague notion that if the Shah moves too close to the Soviets, some military 
leaders ma;y become' disenchanted with him, but he is not very hopeful that 
that would happen. 
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Dr. Mahdavi nevertheless continues to believe that the regime will 
sooner or later get into trouble. He bases this beliaf on the contention 
that except for the army and for some industrialists who find the current 
political climate to their liking, the regime has no support an;ywhere in the 
Iranian population. The middle class generally opposes the regime; the 
former landlords are disenchanted; the peasantry is apathetic; the working 
class has many grievances. As this situation cannot go on forever, Dr. 1ia.hdavi 
still engages in political activity hoping for future opportunities. 

One aspect of the situation is especially interesting to Dr. Mahdavi. 
He finds increasing apathy among the middle class with respect to working 
for economic development, for social reform or for any other form of progress 
in Iran. Whereas one will al ways find Iranians willing to work to make money, 
and there are plenty of such Iranians around at the present time, few Iranians 
at the present time, in his words, have any "spiritual incentive11

.. The 
lack of this incentive will, he thinks, one de,y lead to a deterioration of 
the economic and social situation and will have adverse political effects 
as far as the present regime is concerned. 

2. Economic Si tua ti on 

As usual, Dr. Mahdavi noted the lack of dynamism in the economic situation 
and the continuing deterioration of the Plan Organization's effectiveness. 
He has heard that the Shah has called for a Fourth-Plan growth rate of 10 
per cent annually, a figure he believes is ridiculous c~:msidering the government's 
inability to promote a 6 per cent growth rate in the Third Plan. 

The IMDBI continues, however, to promote some good projects., It is 
involved with new suL,ra.r projects in Isfahan and Khoy., Its glass project 
is about ready for ground-breaking ceremonies. It has almost completed 
negotiations with Allied Chemical and an Iranian partner for a $10 million 
nylon thread plant. It is workin,s with B. F. Goodrich on a PVC plant, but 
the government's policies on petro-chemical industry are impeding progTess. 
The IMDBI also has the license for a second rolling mi 11 and is being pressured 
to involve itself in the budding automobile manufacturing industry. 
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'' 

Unava:UabUtt..\f ot Leader GN:lnt Nomlnee Ferc;doun MAlmAVI 

::m Aut;uat 24 Dr. Mahdavi t;old me t,•1at, af<.er tw~ GlceplefJG 
nlghts and much serious thout;ht, he had concluded 'uhaL it 
lif()uld be unwise for him to accept the ver;1 ::'.nd <>ffer of the 
United States Gove~nt for hll;i to cot'le co the Un.cted . ta~es 
on II Leader Grant. (I had ftrst d.iscuseed ~::. wUh h.':n on 
Auguot 22.; He said he was dee1)ly ~;ratet'uJ. for t~;_ ,:; ;~v.Lta. 
tlon and he knew tha'i.. a~ da:; he IU\Al:)t vi.:...it Lie un~.-;,,ud .. ~tJ\..c..;, 
but that the t.l.me wa.., n.J·i. rl'-:.}n. f'..:..r hii:i t,v .._';u n01,·,; .. 

ll111 reauone were 1>a1>io&LJ.;1 in terms or nlo ,,..,rco11«J. uecUJ:•i r.~, 
hi11 pol1t1cal future, and his present emplo.,1:iem .. 

On the former - peraunal securit;;· - he said he wau cv11.ftdent 
that he would receive GOI permia1:1ion to make the v!<.11t, out 
he kneW that he continued tv be on the blacl' llst. Defore he 
went to Morocco he wa11 rellablJ ln1'ormed that when the l.tst of 
t.he delegation was ahown to the Jhah, the nru.1c o1' Pere 1doun 
Mahdavi wa::i 1Jome<11atel; ct1al.L<!:1,,~E:d bJ ll. r.M. ·~·huu, ~r· he did 
gv to the Jtates, and if he did set:: h:ls j,JU!l.i Iro.n~i~n r'r~enu.;:,, 
most of whom are W1S.J'lnpathc~ ... ~¢ ~11 tLe ,t.1i~:;c;,~, !'t:\_ ·c;u .. :~ he 
would pNuebly be ln seri..OU3 trol.4.; .. lp 0u f1lu rct.u::·"::. 

AS t.o ·t;he second - po.l1'-.,lcal f",1ture: - lf he ·went •JJ ~ .. l'rC vl,CJ:.ef;; 

and did pot uec: his frtendu, t.hi~' t·;ould no:, .:;;;.:!,, ...... c ,,.ic:c~.H .. naJ.l .e 

replJl:;nant t.o him but. would also mean t.t1e cou;_J.lc~._,,.:: l·..J:.'.>b ot' w} 1 ;.1~,,­

ever poJJi..lcal influence he Lt.·~11 e1a.1 hav(:. Hc~.Ldcc, Le ::~:-.Jct. 
there are elections com.1.n.i_, 11r1 n£>x~. year, .:.t.nd v1:-,: .. 1c r:! .. :_)'t. nc~-' 
the proHvects ~\re blac~~, t.!ic :;;1_L.u.aLl'~)il m.Lt_';}•; .. chu:t.._·c ·.11 1.:.hc nex .... 
twelve months \he expects tl1wi .. the elect. tor.!.> 1Y'uld i·_nvc ";..0 ,,._:• 
in the end of Al.lbust or Uei_;..:..ru·1lrl.: .. , of ..;ep~~e~:10c1·,. v:i·' le t.,l-~c 
un1versli.;.lca are st1.ll 1,Jn vacoG.:,on), end he ;.J:.J{_Ud t;·.;.d.c :,v '--'·:· 
out or the count..r.:1 ul1uuld 1.J-:Ln 0cct.1.r, ac ~~r.;.;_c1 ·~!'1 ~.:-:.c la:',t 
s.i.x t..rcckz l)cf'ore the la~t. clcc"tl'.JH. after :~~-, t:·.:-n:>l '..E~.r :,er~c,<J 

when the lid wa3 corr:1)·1.ct.c.'l"· '~n, a ~Hl.r~bi~I' ·-'!' 1'J,h r~,·U' · t!~: t .1t' 

pol.i..t ~t-caJ. eXt;resnlun u;"'(_.<Je. 

And, finally, aa to the thil'.'11 reason - present employment - he 
observed tl"at the DtO.BI ... aa ln the buaieat period ever, there 
were a number or proJ•eta under way in wh1.ch he waa deeply 
involved, and which prom1eed to keep him tul.ly occupied tor 
aorne months to come, and he d1d not. see how he couJ.d i.n good 
conscience ask to be away fCI<' so tong a t:!JM, 

Dr. ll.ahdav1 reiterat.ed hta regret that he waa unable to accept 
thta invitation and exp!'Vseed the hope trust he might be con­
atderea another year. I Jolned 1n the eJIPl'tll.lll10n of regret, 
bur. noted, while assuring him ot lrf continued interest in hiB 
p<>satblft oandidacy another tl.llMI, that then prog:rama are a:i.waya 
uncert.ain rrom year to J'1>:ir so t'ha1; ot oout'll• no aa!Juranoe• cuu.ld 
be g1 ven now about what the a.1.tuat1on 111ght be ne:xt year or 
thereafter. 

CC• Mr. Hall 
Kr. Arndt 
Mr. Herz 
Mr. Conway 
NEA/I-Mr. El lot 

ECON: RHllarlan: gBd 3/26/oo 
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CONFU>ENJtAt 

(2) Fereidun MAHDAVI, Deputy Director of the ~I. Formerly 
closely associated with the Nationalist Front, Fereidun ~s now heavily 
en a.'reCi in his work and .much interested in Iran's ecm;om:c progress: 
pa~ti'cularly in the private sector. Nonetheless, he is interelyst~~ i~ 
the olitical affairs and, though a bit given to an overly ana . ica 

P h he is one of the most perceptive political creatures in Iran. 
~pi:~~ ~th him from time to time. Yo':1 will ·h~ve. to be reasor:ably 
deliberate and cautious in developing his assoc1at1on and confidence. 
Speaks eood German as well as English. 

CONFIDENHi\L 

1/f µ1 
Se"'"l~·~ 

MAHDAVY, Fereidun. He has becane noticeably less radical over the 
pa.st years, and while still basically in the opposition (on constitu­
tionalist· grounds) one can talk with him about. current politics now 
on a much more reasonable basis. At one time he told me that if the 
Shah were to be a.ssa.ssina.ted, he would immediately race to the 
University where he could count on a core of National Front agitators 
who would sweep along several hundred students; and these in turn 
would make for the baza.a.r to bring out even greater crowds to demonstrate 
for freed.an -- and to get ahead of the communists, who surely would be 
planning to do the same. Lately he seems to have accepted that the 
regime may evolve in the direction of greater freedom. At any rate, 
he is so tied up with his work, and so impressed with the economic 
progress of the country, that he doesn't have mucm time left for 
poll tics, except of course as a very keen observer. A useful &rid 
intelli&!.!lt contact, and in our case also a good __ frien_.Q.. 
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SECRET 

Fereydun MAHDAVI 
(Phonetic: MAHdahvee) 

Minister of Trade 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Minister 

Fereydun Mahdavi, 
about 40, received the 
newly created Trade 
portfolio on 27 April 
1974. Formerly an 
uncompromising opponent 
of the Shah and a leader 
of the opposition Na-
tional Front in the 
early 1960's, he was 

CENTRAL 

REFERENCE SERVICE 

IRAN 

jailed for 8 months in 1963. By 1967, however, 
he had become noticeably less radical and had 
reached some kind of accoxmnodation with the govern­
ment. From various posts at the Industrial and 
Mining Development Bank of Iran (IMDBI) he coop­
erated with the economic agencies of the government. 

Mahdavi holds a Ph. D. in economics from 
Hamburg University. After serving in the Birgrnann 
Wirts Bank of Hamburg for 6 months, he returned to 
Iran in 1959. He served briefly as financial and 
economic adviser to the Housing Organization, then 
went to work for the IMDBI. At the bank he served 
as an economist in the Economics Department, a 
staff member of the Investment and Public Relations 
Department, manager of the Economics Department, 
assistant to the managing director and finally 
managing director. He has traveled to Europe. 

Mahdavi is financially independent, tough­
minded, articulate and courageous. He speaks 
English and German. 

31 July 1974 
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Dr~ lfABDAVIz. who e~a!::r; G.:;;·4'.;: .-~.·ii':?} E11r;J.ish in ~.e:td:f.t:i.cn 
to Farsi, .b!".r.. pro·r"Ow :t~it!i.·-~ .... ~' t·t) !:::1; M tlyunJ:!:;.c" '!:.:f.J.(Ktb:f.c 
and ambitious i11divid1.m.A., L•rc:r t;,., )·~~;::-::; ''"' h'ls ?.'!in-

!~~;•:o~U:~:=i~: 1~~~:~=t~i4J~~::~ -~~ :~~=~~~~:::.:~~·'.~·I -~~~;~.?~'.~;oa .. 
confidence, and reuiaiLs $1• ;">:.., ... •c::13pt!v~ ot~::-~.· ·~ ~· ::·~f 
Irani1111 political sc,1r.e" 
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SECRET 

Fereydun MAHDAVI, Minister of State 

Fereydun Mahdavi, Minister of State, is much more widely known 
for his activities as the first Minister of Commerce from 
April 1974 until early 1976 when he fell from grace just before 
the outbreak of a series of sugar scandals. While Mahdavi 
was never publicly implicated, he was a deliberate and willing 
participant, according to evidence gathered by GOI officials. 
During the same period, Mahdavi was Deputy Secretary General 
of the Rastahkiz Party (RPPI). For the past year, Mahdavi 
has kept a low profile, perhaps atoning for his participation 
in the sugar price fixing. 

As a young man in the early 1960's, Mahdavi was a radical 
member of the National Front and was jailed for seven months 
in 1963 for his oppositionist activities. After his release 
from prison, he obtained a high level position as Chief of the 
Economics Depar~ment of the Industrial Mining and Development 
Bank of Iran (IMDBI) and bv 1968 had been co-opted into the 
system. His career moved rapidly upward, culminating in the 
1974 appointment as Minister of Commerce. He is a capable 
young technocrat, now about 45, who has always been the Prime 
Minister's, not the Shah's, man. It is reasonable to assume 
that another-cabinet appointment might be tendered after he has 
paid a suitable penance. 

Dr. Mahdavi has a pleasant and polished personality but has 
always been tough-minded nnd nrticulate in his efforts to 
change the economic face of Iran. While Minister of Commerce, 
he was occessihlc and fricn<llv to Embassv officials but could 
he blunt in a nice way. HL' r(,ccived his"' baccalaureate degree 
in Paris, obtain~d il ~h.D in economics from the University of 
Hamburg, Gerrnanv and rc1t1nllt•cl out his training at the London 
School of EconoTnics. A nwmht'r nf one of Tran's larger and 
rnorp influential lnndnwnin~·/rnc,rclwnt families, he married into 
the t•qually wcll-connc._•c1 vd Akhavan L1mi l_v He and his wife, 
an inLC'rior <lccnra! nr, hdvc no chi ldrL'n One of his relatives 
is reportc._•d tn hl' lhL' h11sh,1nd or thl' Sh:1h's twin sister, 
Princess /\shr;1f. llP h;1s i Live·] Pd l'Xlc'nsivt•lv in Europe hut 
1H11 In !}w llnitc'd S!;1!t 1 ~~ J)r ~!:ihd;1vi sp(';i!c<.; English and 
Cvrm;in fl 11t•n1 J v :111d wi 1 Ji ·;ens(' Pr h11111(1r 
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