a.nd the countries of the
dle East,.

when they return to Iran;
and John Btuner ' Memo~
via) Periofical Library. of
technical and qclel;tmc !lt-
erature %o help

thepanplenf America |

MB. MATIN-DAFTARI

u:?n of the Come,
z,x)u ellowship which
Mr, /Matin-Daftari has re-
cel is to enable out-
t dlnnm;ﬁlgﬂn to galg

by working

A -
Unlverqmu yabreast of
the latest ments in
the fiéld- in Which

studied while in the Unfi
States. AFME also spf
sors People-to-People p!
grams, of which m.

is a typical ome.

Mith a Senator or Repre-

sentative - throughout ome*

complete sesaion of Con-

. been choden to participate i

this program.

- Matin-Dattar],
Prime Minister. - He was:
‘educated at Firooz Bal

Secondary School In  Iran
and Ellesmere College and
Cambridge  University in
England. He -rebeived his
Bachelor: of. Arta degree in
Koonomics and Law from
Cambridge 1 1956, * Since
his return to Iran, he has
worked in the Mipistry . of
Education and as a faculty
asBlstant at'the Univemty .
of Tehran. He assumed his

present position of Director
of Information and Public
Relations  at the Ministry

s to the Sp-
cioty for the Protection of
mers- and their fami.
lies, and is a2 member of
the Executive Committes
of the Iranian Association
for the United Nations.

Mr. . Matin-Daftart s
married to the former Misy
!lnnX::\n Vnue:x-Nooﬂ. 8he
s company
hlnf to tul:i U:lt:; States
along with thetr small son,
Together they will ‘be re-
cefved .upon axrival in the
United States by Harold
Minor, former  United
States Ambassador 1a Leb.
anon and new President of
American  Friends of the
Middle Fast in Washington,
DC. At this ceremony Mr.
Matin-Daftart will meet
the  Congressmsn  wity
whom he will be Working,
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SOURCE: 4 well-educated Irenisn (C) who is & National Front committee member.
Aopraissl of Conteni: 2.

Hodayatollish Matin<Deftari, the member of the National Pront ublica~
tions committee vho was recensly arrested them rcleased, is one of the
rexbers of the National Proat sub~committee reosponsible for writing

the articles whick appesr in the Jational Iront NcEa. Ae a nember of
this committes, he has oooperated to & ;reat extent with Mohsmmad Ali
Keshavars-ssdr, the propaganda committes chairman, in giving the
National Front newspaper its anti-imerican sismt. In fact, Ustin-
Daftari has frequently bossted st propagands committes neetings that

he has been able to put "the cap over the eyes" of the stupil, pullible
Anericens. Xatin-Dafteri cleims to have close friendships with nem-
bers of the Americen Embessy Political Section. As an exsmple of his
sttitude, Matin-Daftari at a recent jropagmnda committee reeting told
bhow he propamndizes the Anericans, meking them think he is their friend
snd giving them nationslist secrots, while all the while they are
courting him, he is sotuslly the gne writing the snti-American propagsnds.

Field Comment: Several reports have been received which clearly indicate
that Matin-Daftari is the man who writes much of the anti-pmerican propa-
ganda which appears in the National Propt News. Matin-Daftari, the
grandson of Mohammad Mossadeq and the son of Senator Ahmad Matin-Daftari,
a former Prime Minister, spent one year in fha United States on a grant
as a Congressional fellow,
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CAS
State of the National Fromt

The following is for your information and whatever use you
wish to mile of ‘it within the security limitations designated,
Ay repoarting by you of this informstion must cite the control
NOTORN but need not cite CAS as the source, The source is a
mexber. (B) of the National Fromt with access to National

Front lsaders.

grandson

Mosadeq, . he thought Allahyar Saleh,

Dre ww-ﬁoﬂur former Hational Front (NF) leaders
were being very uncooperative in the last few months.

Hedayat MatineDaftari thought that thesec leaders had given up
because thay ware frightensd. He stated that the is now
doing nothing, snd felt that the NF would need the assistance
of thesp former lsaders if the NF is to do anythin;. He
stated that the only thing the NF was doing was trying to
keep the idea.sf the National Pront alive and see what would
happen in the future, Matin-Daftari stated that the N* had
lost one of its miwmeo;raph mechines by SAVAK seisure within
thooutfwdm

2. Dr. Karim Sanjabi openly criticized Hedayat rMatine
Daftari, Darius Foruhar, and Keshavars-Sadr, For the first
time Dr, Sanjabi atated that he thought that Xeshavarg-Sadr
might be working for the Iranian Government and might have
88 his mission the destruction of the National Front.
SanjalLi stated thet Foruhar is youmg, thourhtless, hot headed,
-nd not & leader, Sanjabl stated that Hedayet-MatineDs tari
is young, overly ambitious, and has been feeding falase
infarmation to former “rime Minister Mosadeq. Sanjfabi
stated that the N¥ could not follow the plan of former Prime
tiinister Mosadeq as outlined in Hosadeq's recent lstters.
For this resson the lational Front was doing nothingeenjust
sittin: and waiting.” Sanjabl stated that he personslly
wvas not engaging in any political activity.

g 583§

Oroup 1
Excluded from automatic
downgrading m; declasaification.
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CONFIDENTIAL
MEMRANDUM OF CONVERSATION

Participamte: Hedayatollah MATINDAFTARI, Lawyer and National Front Mesber
Archis M. Bolster, Second Secretary

Place: Caspien Hotel for Ianch
Date: October 1, 1964
Allahyar Salsh

Matin-Daftari is obviously totally opposed to Salsh's leadership.
Just as cbviously he is loyal to his grandfather, Mossadeq, and the in-
fluence Mossadeq exsrts on the National Front. He said that Salsh's
greatest error was in urging the Front to besoms a politieal party and
sttempting to forge a unified political ideology from divesrgent pelitical
expressions of the mexber groups. Matin-Daftari insisted tBat Saleh hes
already lost whatever right to lsadership he onse had,

Saleh's leadership should no longer be recognised. VWhen asked who leads
the National Front today, he replied *Mossadeq.* When asked who, them,
could be said to be the organisational leadsr on & day-towday opeetimal
basis, he replied "the leaders of the groups vhioh make up

Tront." MatineDaftari went on to add that Salsh is not Vhe leaddr of
the Iran Party as he once was, and thus should not even .
this collective lsadership group, e

)
g
3

National Front Goals

Matin-Daftari viewed the goal of the National Front as the achieve-
ment of liberty for all Iranian citisens. As a corollary he added the
goal of a return to conetitutional government. He emphatically stated
that the Front does not want to gain office, but only to influsnce the
existing government or a successor government to allow more freedom audt
to honor the constitution. He expressed the organisational theory of -
the Front as that of a grouping of autonomous political organisations’
possessing heteropeneous political philoeophies but cooperating in order
to work toward the Front's common goais. Wwhen asked what progrims the
Front desired to put forth as its proposals for the future of Irsn,
Matin-Daftari answered that the Front could not afford to bioker over
the details of programs because of its wide spectrum of political -
philosophy and thus must avoid formulating specific political plitforms
and concentrate on the need for freedom and constitutional govermment.

Groups Within The National Fromt

Matin-Daftarl pictured the Freedom Movement of Iren as a wilitantly
Moslem group which has a substantial following because of its relizious

Qroup b
Downg¢raded at . year intervals.
Declassified siter 12 years,
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eriontation. Hs referred in suung to ths trial of its leader Mehdi
PAZARGAN and stated that the Upvermment hss & policy of arresting all
ott‘rnludpnofﬂunr&mnnbormormlauoulw

‘Darius FORUEAR is snother National Frout membar in prison, continued
MatinuDpféari, M Mo {Irsnian Mation), successor to
the defunet PansJran » s w rganized, militant party.

MatinDaftari stated that Xhalil MALEXI is only the titular hesd of
the Sodialist leaguss the real lesders of that group are Mamuchehr SAFA
and (fma) AQALIZADEX, who are both in prison and were sesretly tried
recently by a military court in what was Slsely called a "public trial.”

Although (fau) BERELIAN is also a member of the Svcialist league, ,
he 1s primrily en crganiser of student National Fronters at Tehran L
Mnrdv, upnmd Matin-Daftari. Another student (fmu) NARAQI,
has & wiich smallar student following. Last year, when Natiomal Fromt
students “at Tehran University desired to comammorate the 195k killing
'armmn-uw-mw farces during the Zahedi Goverrment,
Chancellor Jehanshali SA1BE urged them to be satisfied with a small
cmwmmnuwsmmomdm influsnce to veto
a h!'ﬂ! political demonetiation. According %o Matin-Daftarti, both
Berelisn and Nareql were srrested when they met at the home of a friemd
to plan such a small oommemoration, and they are still in prison.
Arrested along with them were seven followers of Naraqi. Since
Berelian's arrest, thirtesn of his followera have besn drafted into
#ilitary servics, not sz officers or NCOs, s would have been appropriate,
but as ‘dommon eoldiers. Ome of them, Pereidun TAQIZADEH is now serving
a8’ s orderly in the Army tuberculosis sanitorium east of Shimran.

: s Of tical

Matin-Daftari divided pelitically~swars Iranians into three groupmi
pro-govermment politicians who cooperate for personal reasons such &as
the procuremsnt of better eaploymnt; National Fronterss and other none
violent oppositionists, ad the Communists who would overthrow the
gmrnnntbymhm 1f they were only prepared to do so. He placed

Khodadad FARMANFARMAIAN in the first oategory, Cyrus QANI right between
the first and second wvith friends in both, and Hossein MAHDAVI in the
seoord categary, for sxampless. Predictably he charged that government
persscution of the nom~violent oppositicnists plays into the hends of
the Commnista by removisg the middle road and causing the non-violent
oppositionists t0 cooperate with the Commnists or at lesst move closer
to thems. Matin-Daftari placed himself, of course, in the second (non-
violant oppesitiomist) category, but explained that, like many people
who must think of their economic situation, he keeps in touch with the
govermmnt An order to have work.

Netiona) Fromd Tsoties

The pisture Matin-Daftari painted of the economic poeition of middle
and lower class Iranisns was black 5 ieed. Even as a lawyer, he said,
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he had to struggle to make ends meet, and he claimed that things are
tougher now, due to inflation, than they were four or fiwe years ago,
despite imoreasss in income. He conoluded from this that dissatisfestton
with the economy would play into the hands of the Natiomal Froat %o an
ever-increasing extent. There were no further tactics mentioned, sc the
reporter assumes that "watoh and wait" is the one and only tastie,
Although "non-violance" was referred to, Matin-Daftari eited mo front
intentions to call strikes or dnautr-tim.

Suppression

Apart from the arrests of National Frant lsaders whish were mentioned
earlier, Matin-Daftari claimed that students st Tehrsn University snd ia
other Irsnian universities who had Neticmal Front sympathies ware being
persecuted. He said students with pro-National Front records had &if-
ficulty obtaining employment because of SAVAK harressment.
called in almost every week for questioning about Fromnt activitiss, and
many wers told that the next time National Front activity breaks eut.
they would be imprisoned. The Front is so closely watohed, said Matimm
Daftari, that even printing. uthitm are too dangerous to be mh‘ -m,

Comments

i
\
<
i
1
[

It is intereating that Matin-Daftari made no references to Amsricsn
involvement in Irsn during the interview, neither te ariticise our suppors
of Iren end the Shah nor to urge support of oppasition groups in ary way.
He was frank in his discussion of internal Front affairs, personslities,
and policies. Ihe reporter was left with the imgpression that the Naticoal
Front 4s experiencing the lowest ebb of its influense since 1953. Despite
his criticism of Saleh for organisational errors and for failing to
capitalize on allsged recent dissatisfaction with the government, it
was obvicus that Matin-Daftari himmelf had no program mapped out whish
would remedy these ills and make the Front more viable. Indeed, on the
mnatter of Organisation he seemed te advocate such a loose grouping of
political parties that only such nsbulous goals ss freedom end cone
stitutionality would serve ss common denomimators. led by a free grouping
of party lesders, many of them now in jail, racked by dissent over lsader-
ship and policies, constantly harrassed by the government, and lackirg
commonly«shared plans of astion, the Mational Front seems to be in dager
of losing entirely its once formidable influence.

=
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PARTICIPANTSt Hedayatollah MATIN-DAFTARX, lawyer, grandson of losadeg,
member of the National Front
Archie M, Bolster, Second Secretary
PIACE t Caspian Hotel

DATE 1 PFebruary L, 1965

m [lansur Assassination

Matin.Daftari ssid he had been surprised at how little public dis-
play of emotion there was over Mansur's death. He had expected the
announcement of some official mourning period. He sald he was convinced
that the three young men involved in the assassination were not directly
linked with any religious or political group, although he thought it
possible that the crime wohld be "pimned on" one such group or another.
MatineDaftari claimed that many basaar merchants only vaguely connected
with the three were being picked up for interrogation, a development
vwhich was causing animosity in the bazaar, and he observed that the
bazasr is an institution which it is difficult for the authorities to
control.

Changes in Security Officials' Assignments

Matin-Dafteri thought General Hesan PAKRAVAN had & good deal of
potential to be an effective Minister of Information. He interpreted
Pakravan's recent promise to tell the people the truth as a frank admiss-
jon that Pakravan's predecessors had lied to the public. Hatin-Daftari
respected Pakravan as an intellectusl who gave some relief to SAVAK's
harsh reputation, and said that in the past opposition figures were
better off in SAVAK hands than they were when they were sent over to the
Police. Pakravan had occesionally ordered the relecase of people in the
temporary custody of the Police only to find later that his orders had
been disregarded. Matin-Daftari said Pakravan headed a group of en-
lightened security types who were opposed by Ceneral FARDUST and
Colonel MOLAVI, the official who specializes in interrogating students
and political opposition leaders.

Group

Downgraded at 3-year intervals.
Declassified after 12 years.
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It was Matin-Daftari's epinion that General Nematollah MASIRI
would be a ruthless SAVAK chief, but that Nasirit!s replacement, General
Mohsen MUBASSER, would be an even tougher Director of the National
Police than Kasiri had been because Mobasser was both a trained police-
man and a ruthless army officer.

Mellat-e~Iran Party R

Darius FORUHAR is still in prison awauiting trial, according to i
Matin-Daftari. Since sometime in November he has not even bee2 allowed o
visitors, The militant Mellat-e-Iran (Iranian Nation) Party is still
the most active group in the National Front and has not been incapacitat-
ed by Foruhar's arrest because there is a group leadership concept
developing there, Although the plans for an Iranian Nation Party Congress
were given up when Foruhar was arrested, Matin-Daftari said the party was '
continuing to hold meetings. 5

Freedom Movement of Iran ‘ L

Matin-Daftari sald General MUSAVI and Colonels ELMIEH, MASUDI,
GAPARI, and RAHIMI (P-L72/64), who defended some FMI leaders at their
trial and later spoke out sgainst the treatment those leaders received
in prison, were sble to do so because they had already been retirsd from
the army for having sentiments similar to the FMI members. Since their !
pensions camnot legally be withheld for political activity, those o
officers felt they could speak out without reprisal. (The four Colonels o3
were arrested for their action in complaining on behalf of the FMI !
lesders - P-472/6l.) ' s

The Socialist League

Despite the imprisonment of Mamuchehr SAFA and Abbas AQALIZADEH, the N
Socialist League, like the Iranimn Nation Party, contimies to function
because it has a collsctive lsadership. Matin-Daftari said this group
leadership concept was being incressingly used to counter Government -
attempts to subdue opposition groups by arresting their principal leaders.

The Pan Iran Party

Matin-Daftari minimized the importance of Mohsen FIZESHKPUR's Pan
Iran Party. He sald it counted no more thas 20 members and had been
disowned by the former Pan Iran Party in 1961 when that group formally
met and changed its neme to the Mellat-e-Iran Party. HMatin-Daftari
said Pegeshkpur had little influence. He Theorised that Colonel Molavi
had tricked Pezeshkpur into msking a public statement againat Nasser in
return for a promise of increased frsedom of operation to expand party
setivity and membership, & promise which was then not honored.

8
CONFIDENY 1A {/HOFCRN

P



OONI‘DM& HOFORN

-3.

Berelian and Netional Front Students at Tehran University

Berelian and eleven other Tehran University students had been in
prison for 13 momths when they were finally tried in Jamary. They were
sentenced to 13 months imprisonment, which they had by then already
served, and were subsequently drafted into military service as privates
daspite the fact that Berelisn lacked only four months of study of being
a dootor and others were in a similar situation in other fields. Hatin-
Daftari atiributed the Government's decision %o try these students to
articles by Bertrand Russell which called to the attention of the people
of Britain, and of the readers of National Front literature in which the
articles were reprinted, the shameful imprisonment without trial of
opposition lsaders in Iran.

Mosadag

lhtin-mmﬂ said his grendfather was well. Mosadeq is ullovod te
receive only immediste family members, and it was olear that Matine
Daftari made periodic visits to see his grandfather. According to him
Mosadeq is unhappy about the tightening security situation, but optimistis
about the Nationsl FPront's future. Mossdeq is not visited by Government
representatives interested in his thoughts about surrent events and trends,
which Matin-Daftari thought unfortunate beceause he thought Yosadeq was
sager to serve his country sven if he did so at the request of thoss in
power. Matin-Daftari pointed out thst Mosadeq is a petriot and a consti-
tutionalist, and was willing to work for his country if only the Govern-
ment would strioctly obgerve ths constitution.

Anmini

Matin-Daftari voluntesred that he and the National Fyont members with
whom he had contact were all agreed that the Front hsd made an error in
opposing Amini during the early months of his temure of office. Lobking
back en that period, Matin-Daftari thought Amini was the strongest Prime
Minister sinoe Qavam Sultaneh (Who, he cbserved, solved the Aserbaijan
question and then got no oredit for it.) ,

He pointed out that Amini wss handicapped by the Shah's control of
the Army, SAVAK, and the Police and was thus prevented from bullding up
adequate support for his policies. He thought Amini should have organiged
free slections in the cities, and controlled elections in the rural areas,
and thus gotten & Parlisment elected which would have been loyal to him.

A Parlisment thus constituted, Matin-Daftari's reasoning ran, would have
given Amini the support he needed to stand up to the Shah, who would have
been reluctant to go against a popular parliament. As it was, Amini's
agreement to dissolution of the Parliament left him with no suoport and
forced the National Fyont to oppose him on constitutional :(rounds.

CONFD)M”Q‘ 'z NOFORN
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He“said Amini was talking himself up as a potential Prime Minister
even now, and was plugging a so-called *United Fronit" s a broadly-based
political party to further his ambitions, Should Anini become Prime
Minister, said Matin-Daftari, the National Front would at least support-
him initally until it had a chance to observe and analyze his actions dé
Prime Minister. Matin-Deftari would not say what he thought Aminils
chances of beooming Prime Minister were:

Tightening Socuritz

Matin-Daftari sgreed that the nourity situation had tightened up
conaiderably during the last yoar and observed that there was no way for
opposition groups to let off steam if the 1id clamped on the boiling pét
were simply reinforced from time to time against the growing pressure.
He said Amini had in mind the use of a "United Front" as a safety valve
to let some of the steam escape, but that Amini wanted more than just a
re-named National Front, he wanted a complete spectrum of opposition
groups, Matin Daftari thought that Mansur's assassination was an
inevitable conséguence of the inoreasing vepression in Iran, and vwhile
he had not foreseen that particular astion he was rot surprised by it.
Looking back to Mansur's unpopular price inoreases, Matin-Daftari :
observed that if the taxl strike had continued for one or two more days,
thé National Front'would have been able ¢ capitalize on public unrest.

Comment

Matin-Daftari is a reliable source for information about oppositien
political activity., He talks freely and seems willing to discourse on -
any facet of opposition activity about which he is informed. He is short
of stature, wears glasses, and hes a moustachs, A lawyer, he has a wide
range of acquaintances &nd is rather well informed sbout events of the
day., He is married to-the former Miss Mariam VASEHNURI and has two
children, .

\
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PARTICIPANTS: ' MASI-GATARL, soogrer omd Young Hatdonal
« Froms N
Avehde K, Delater, Seoend Seeretsry

PLACK: unetalk Rostawreivt

B

W talhek ab Jeagth about the recest arrests ace the
arowe, e gave the ngmes of thecs srrevied as Khalil MALIKI,
‘ Bosaln SANSHA?, i Alidan BLusl of the Secisliat Lcamc;
Aoss tcmmnaamtarmn;mwmmoxm
Sallag-o-Ixan Pariy; Senelu KALI, br. HARSAYI, Ur, TARY, =nd Dr, Hatdbollah
PETMAN of the Nurdomeo-Iram FParty; and Sngineer Kuae: HASISI of ths Iran
Purty. HNe spid Xuz. Haaibi had heen relecsed efter une day, = 25 far
a3 he knew the others wers still ia detentiza, Hatinsleftari also listed
thres stadonts a8 beirx smong & grour of slucentis arrosied i the caxm
iinsy Tagavl Bml? d% Facu:ty, #ilAQAGZADIH Gf the Sclence
¥ il A the Law « Lzst 5t nod lesst, &tin-mﬁ-n
sald he b&anu’ hud beer arrosted mmt detzimd for a day.

Matin-Lartars wadd & 3AVAK Calonel and fowr asn srrived =t his hume
&t A0 a4sie AN begaR & sesrdh of his apurtico:r which Iasted witil sboat
G100 - sona  Swong the Lieas selized were notas he had prepured on the legsl
aspec.s of Joss of Au xcmltt: wizish happened 10 show "palitical” hoadings,
& ooy of the book by the Iranian amthor Bosorg ALATI { & book
which eriticized Hesa Vs sutocratie methods and 43 well dwown ameng
opresitianiste in Im), uzd an seticle by hip father, Senator MatineDarturd,
ortitled *ires teeks in “hree Gosmurist Countrizcs®, a hernless trevelopws
of A brief vielt to “umnie, Huncey , s0d Balparis. During the vemsdnder
61 the day he wic qusstioned aboat nis elle.od {riesdshi; with epposition
fiures, Wis Tunctd:ne in the ald Hstiomsl F cm, sud sbout his setivities
in dstional Fromt 111, #Setin-safteri sedd he wvas visited during the day
by lolacel Molavi, head of the “dhran Provimce 34VAK office, and others,
and was tald that he might be freod later in the dsy it Be were psoperstive,
He sadd he replied to his jwestioner that Lhoso who had ordersd hie arrest
would keep both his and his interrogator es long as dirscted, so rather
thau intisidalicn it alght ve nore pru!ucuvo o try ;-olitc:nul. iter
inswerins scce quotios asd pereyling olhiorg, Rowas flslly releseed about
T ol

e
Downrredes sl J2-yoar Ldeivels,
not axtomntically decluseiddod,
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Hatdr-liaftard stated thet o friend of daleki whe hed amedsted s
inzerrreicy when Haldks et Mre. Mergsret Stiey, & mesber of the iLabor

Vartr dn inéland snd o deleosie Lo the meetingzs of the UN Conmiiaica
of the Liutus of Lnven held 4n Jehren this past suumer, was shovn by
#3VAK a vaper adleswoly civen to Hekay by Yalelcd. he paper rejuceted
o, Hkay's services in farthering the cave of Irsn's Scedalist
Lea;ne by enlisting Lebar Covermuent support for an eppeal to the
“‘ootalds® lnternaticnai to -utllefze soelalist tirities in Irem. ic-
eor-diu to Hoidu<jafisrits sources, Krm. okay viclcted Malekits con~
fidence mxi turped over 1o - AVIK the paper be
Doltard showod ae 2 clipoing Irom iue landon

mmtmn. T’m clininz. aho carried jtams phoat Lhe expulsion of
Tllforce and Roos chd cioul Lhe exile frox 7
ferss Iun dirxemgsing Talekils s:reat the eliy ing
hat bean aliowd o a;rumr in the Tranlam jresn, wiieh WtineDaftari
aasum-d had prouphed “he overnrmmt to belatediy ;lant the story in
Yorhan on eptembor 5.) .

#atioedaftard ARat it the wnld Turpone of the arrests was to blumt
n. efferts 4o mJuvmntc ihe Moclonal fromt. hen Acked WY & re-
partidiiant in suea netivities, Pager KASHRY, had sol Leen
arrgated, he yperlied that here w=g D peoat Lo £o witer the alder and
Inss active Rational Fromters when you oculd bo aore effective Ly jdcke
Ang up the %;oung blocds® who are providis; what mmtive fovos thers is
selind the movement,  In the case of lluini, Fatinslelt-rt soid he bad
been ylckod up hecarss 11 was yunorec thot the Irmn Farsy plamsd to
rold an aruusl westin: st hiz Reuse, but after wetdning the hoase ¥11 day
long withoat resalt, BAYAE relésved him, Hatd ari Showht it was
sore than coincidenss Shal these verlais a-rects teok place just before
the promotion Liste 6 the Irwilen araed foréss cose ot , ole sesumption
vedn; that Calonel »olavi wss uore active than veual in an affort
(unsucgesaful) to keep nls nww in the limelizht e0 £8 40 be jrovoted,

tishal Ire

when aukted what the Faliceal rromt II1 wae doing these days, Metine
Taftard apswerea el At ¥ESSDumerlive in the wake o Lhese now noved te
sms its sctivity., H= wis Mesourased sbowt the position of the
natdonalist orrosition unl recarked tha: these davs thers is barely
breathing epace for amyoas noel on the Colerment's side,




g > -

Ttineiafiarl euggesiod that 1 peou eall by jhooe to arTampe reeLing o
becaise he weg Lelrr sartdcularly olowed; walcted after Ms recent & rust
aasd he was sure ide phons was taped. He said he gseumed G VAK kmew Lhat
we were havlag lusel togather, I snswersd that 1 2lso sspsumed FavAK ,
know ihiy snd thei the fact did not worry me técause It wen cectalily prre
Lectly norial thet fgbaesy of ficers shculdd miot Iranians of 31l peditioxd
persuasions, Matin-Pafturd then mentl ned that the Caepiss lotel was *
Lot & so0d piace to meet for lunch because Colonel Woluvi himself oftem
lonches there. Yot suly thet, “ut SAV:K's ‘shran Prevince affies has.
bewi moved imto the uLu e F the sotheart cormer of the Tekhte
Janshid-Irenshalr interaocti-n, s few doors swiy from the Caspian Notel.

)

POLsARDOlaL e tJue
9/30/65 ‘

ir, Hertfiol dp.rile
FLLounle File
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NRERADN FOR K _FUK March 17, 1966

In reviewing ny notes todsy I fownd one I made on Tourgemsn's
comnent re Xhelil Maleki, whioh had slipped my mind,

It sesms that about nine nonths ago in "s debate™ with Meleki.
sd his sssociates who wers resdy to cooperste with the “religlous
| extrenists® the Isrselis csutioned and advised spgainst this, Rether
" they sdviséd laleki Gt contimied irrstionsal opposition to the regime
was usecless snd that they should reslisticslly adnit thet the regzime's
reforns had sone velidity smd that they should stert thinking how they
oould cooperste with the r-ahu rasther then Joining with supporters of
Btrntm "or worse”.

There wes s split among the Socislist League end Msleki hinul.t
was undecided. 2 smell group of young people who cslled themsolves
"arxists” opposed such an esocumodation snd referred to Lalekl snd
his collaborators os "poox” Marxists. This group of “extremists" felt
that they preferred s oomplets reorgenizstion of the sooislist novement
into an "independent™ revitalised group "libersted" from Soviet influmoce
snd teking its inspivetion from'ihe Chinese Commmists.

This was the thinking emong these groups nine months ago whem
Doriel deslded to osll off Tourgman's contacts with them decawuse
*he folt it was beooning too dangerous.*

Cocmenks It seans the regime took aotion to make uwp Maleki's
nind, but spparemtly slso took cognizance of his relustence to -
ocoperate with the extreulsts of either the “left" or the "right",

FOLiCNRassias/nje

Distributions
MFE/PUL Resding
TAR/POL Subjeot
BIO=2
CliR chron.
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UERORABEH oF O v avIen

duly 27, 1966
CUBJILTY Mationsl Front lesctions to Rumored GOI Arme Deal with USis
e, :
PATICIT AN G Lu@_\gg_zm. 1st ecretary Tsresli Mlgsfon
william X, Holseth, Pirst Ceerstary
Charles ¥, Jassias, leconl tecretary

PLACB2 hir!m zbessy
CoPlns 70:  MEB/DOM . oL np
o; AIO (2) tn
Sa G -3
/M. Bk &
Swring the course of & conversaticn ¢ avated primerily to iis ﬁahing} for g
details on the:Col«US ssvw nsgotia fons. (reportod zeparately provicusly), 9
T UHGFKAN remarked that he wea surprised and iwpresssd by the resctions. . @

of the young Natiomal Fronters, such as Hedaystolish MATINDAFTA I, A5
the runored GLI aprroach 46 the USIR for arms. Towfgewin sald ho was 3
surprised thatthe Natiopal Frumtera seersd concernmi Lhat a miidtary re~
1stlznehin with the Lusd would be against Irants intecesis. Trourpesan

hit falit that the Wetiocmel Front wocld be pledsec thal tho U0 militny
prescnce adsht be diluted by the influx of & Jovied nilitary 1resence,
“hey avomed to o quite worried that the Shanh would roerhaps g Tald
error 4 in faot he wend ahead with any such desl with the Ui

POL:Cinaosios s Jant3/10/66
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Martin F. Herz, of Embassy

Flace 1 Cesplen Hotel

Time t Januery 23, 1957
Gubject 1 State of Healtn of Forwer Frime Minister Nossadeg

Virtribution: LOM/Astacsedor; Ok; POL Rdg.; IRN-Eliot; IMR-Bolster;
MPH ehron.

I ran into Hatinelaftary by accident and eaked him sbout the health of
his crandfather. He anid that while Mosssdeq is indeed receiving cobaltu
treatnents, people have Juz;ed to the conclusion that he bas cancer.
Actually the eondition in his upper jaw (or lower sinus) was termed
"gre-cancerous” by the doctorz. 1L was at the point where it might
have Gecome a cancer, but it iz Lelieved that the trestment will rrevent
this. Nossadeq i3 im.ulatory sni, aside fros the general cebiliiation
thet coses from his age and perhaps also the sffects of the treatsent,
15 just avouil ae vigjorous and healihy as night be expected,

¥ h’r’;\jfi

CUNFLLENTI &
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BIO file 20, Kuchete Malbghan,
Hedayatollah Matin-Daftary ’(k Na kL,

/ Tehernm 4"—-&'va 1346
Deav Mr. arnd Mu. Hefj , |

W7mlcmigmdd&éghexfmm
d,wp Waﬁm {-rr yorv  ondolences  gu B

He wra wderd agread wanm aud alort
all  fo fhore WSho werc cleredy wrsemated uﬂ/L.
b ,kww Y b Mm,ﬁam
e tdewsnt m mikcl  on b AL fn naTom
nghT phud wp and ey b oalt fr. wssvld, fheo
e a4 mas . '

Ne an. né? gm:aed for 43—&170.
prﬂ.w,y wt art  oad  und  baa tlrtEen a0
harrias for kmtsy LT A Gral Meoviacdhgt
our WoLBoal Leader . . Menadeght deate
v oudeed o w—r-z.pwwL&c Cote (v oun Maisn
MMMM&W(?WGM/PD‘M
Thouwgte govr prone Sv wiodeT b J':A.(‘,I\M;V) annd
eas  will rinasn as @ precipas  nefiamd Lunb.r.
fr us el Goerrdionn B Cgese .

ydwn w..m(-l ,




CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
PARTICIPANTS:  Mr. Sharokh Firuzs, Iranian Businessmsn
John A. Armitage, Coungelor of Embdbassy
TIME & PLACE: April 11, 1968, Armitage's Residence
SUBJECT Beating of Hedsyatollah Matin-Daftari
DISTRIBUTION:  POL/RP; POL/SF; BIO; NRA/IRN; CHRON; CRU

Firuz, who said he had seen Mastin-Daftary shortly before, gave me the
following information:

Metin-Daftary was seized one evening (apparently during the first veek
of April) as he came from his law office on Laleszar Street, had a sack
thrown over his head and was thrown into a vaiting automobile. He was
taken to the Lashkarak area outside of Tehran sud was soundly beaten
by several men. No bones were broken but Matin-Daftary suffered
mltiple bruises and had a fever four days after the attack, when
Firuz sav him.

In respouse to my question Firus said that Matin-Daftary had almost
ecertainly been assoclated with those at the University of Tehran wm
had ecirculatsd leaflets apparently of Chicom inspiratiom.

NOTE: John Chere's versiou of the incident varies somewhat from the
above. Chere's informants indicate the aceident occurred early in
April but state that Matin-Daftary was seized cutside Tehran University
and had "something put over his eyes” before being thrown into the car.
Chere's sources report that Matin-Daftary vas driven around town, beater
thrust out of the car and made his way home. They suggest that there
were threa or four assailants, one of vhom Matin-Daftary stated dis-
guised his voice (mpparently suggesting that he was a-person known to
Matin-Daftary). These sources also report that Matin-Daftary wvas
badly druised bdut not hospitalized and had no broken bones. They also
report Matin-Daftary as desiring to publicize this incident, possibly
through communicating this information to the United Nations.

POL: JAArmitage:pc:sgl: b/17/68
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tjt.t‘:

April 17, 1968

GFFICI AL~

Theodore L. wt. &.' m
KEA/Xi8

Depnrtancat of State

Washington, D. C.

Desx Ted:

On general groumds, we would fervently bope thet you woald be
sble to tell Bill Miller only that we hud heard tha

f
:
%
i
;
i
|
{

we .
cnfireding or commenting on Hossein Mahdevy's reports.

POL: JAArmi tage:pe



SOWIDEMIAL

HiMOKABDUM OF COWVERSATION

PARTICIPANTSS Hedayatollsh MATIN-Daftari, Lewyer (Grandsen of Pormer
Prime Minister Xosadeq
larry W. Semakis « Secend s-mury of Dbessy
DATE & PLACE: May 7, 1960 « Matin-Daftari's Residemoe
SUBJECT Beating of Hedayatollsh )m.ynm.m

" DISTRIBUTIONs POL/SF; POL/RF; CRUj OR; BIO; CHRON;

In esrly April, Matin-Daltari weas picked up in front of a Tehran
Undversity building by thres men, blimdfolded, tied, and driven to
Lashicarak wvhere a severe beating wes admirdstered. His assailants avoided
bruising his face., After beating hinm they dumped him-out of the car and he
went tumbling down & steep incline. Tattered and bruisad, he managed to get
a 13ft home from a passing motorist. Matin-Daftari belisves the men were
SAVAK agents doing their "usual dirty work" against persons who dirapproved of
the Shah., Asked the reascn for the beating, MetineDaftari said that be had no
idea vhat was behind it. Be bad not sngaged in any political activities, nor
had he been involved in ay wy with student disturbances at Tehran
Univarsity.

Katinenaftari®s wife, Marism, said that she hai learncd about m‘dmtollnh' :
seizure, almost imwsdiately, from & witness who obserwed ihe ren forcing : i
Matin-pafrtari into a car: She called persons with influerco to work for his
release. The Maiin-Daftaris bave been unsble to learn for cure who was
behind the sction nor the reasons for the beating, but Iranian *sources”™ have
told them that the US had put SAVAK up to the attack.

BES  RH L PR
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CONFIDENITIAL

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICLPANTS: Hedayatollah Matin-Daftary, Lewyer

- ER --Timothy W. Childs, Second Secretary of Embassy
Michael A. G. Michaud, Second Secretary of Embassy

DATE & PLACE: July 3, 1968 = Mr. Child's Residence

SUBJECT ¢ The Matin-Daftary Approach to Nationalism

DISTRIBUTION: /FOL; ECON: TWC Chron; MM Chron

.During the course of the evening, Matin-Daftary made some :Lnteresting
remarks including the following:

1. There is an influential group of Vfreemasons" in Iran. These
people, who are often the rising young members of Iranfs new managerial
class, are in close contact and assist each other in obtaining good jobs
and influential positions. The "freemasons® have strong ties with the'
British. .

2. Many members of the court rejoiced on hearing the news that
Robert Kemmedy had been shot. In this connection, Matin-Daftary observed
that it was *well known" that the Shah had contributed heavily to Richard
Nixon!s Presidential campaign in 1960.

3. Many of the younger Ulema (e.g. those in theological studies at'
Qom) are ¥progressives,” not reactionaries,

COMMENT: Daftary'!s views reflect certain continuing obsessions: the
pervasive influence of the British, exercised through such puppets as Alam,
Egbal, and Hoveyda; the just cause of natlonalism a la Mossadeq; and the
need for change because Iran is too "established" (when asked to identify
the establishment, Matin.Daftary gave as examples the Farmanfarmaians and
certain rich contractors). Omne gets the feeling that Matin-Daftary resents
the fact that he. is "out® while these other people are "in"; he noted that
he and his wife are no longer invited to '"establishment" parties.

EJON:MM&WTWS:pm 7/10/68

CONFIDENITAL

21




orm F$ 403 {revised) CLAS*'C~ 0 ON “pOST DATE
ov., 1951 Tel 3.
BZPARTMENT OF STATE e & /‘
Foreign Service of the United Siates of America INSTRUCTIONS Laxry W. Bﬂlﬂ}‘
BIuGRAPmc DATA FORM | i iieoctm oo e "ehesTo
of this forni see 4 FSM 300.
- NATIONALITY
Hedeystollah \}n\m Iranian -
PRESENT POSITION
"""’
DATA AND REMARKS ;
1933 :

Hedaystolleh Natin-Daftari, who was born in MK is the sen of Senstor
Ahmed MstineDafteri (intexrnstionsl lawyer and former Prime Minister) and
the grandson of former Prime Minister Dr. Mohamed Mosadeq.

Rducation

After schooling in Tehran he went to the U,K, where he studied at Cumbridge

University and in 1956 Teceived a B.A. degree in Economics and Law.

- Career

Upon his return to Iren he vas employed by the Ministry of

- Joined the faculty of Tyhran University.

Information and Public Relations at the Ministry of Justice.
the Amsrican Friends of the Middle Rast gave him a Congreasional Fellowship
wvhich provided for a nine mouth stay in Washingtonm,

H11l where he was abls to cbserve the activities of Congress.
‘be becams a practicing lawyer: specializing in nationslity cases.

ion and
In 1958 he became ctor of
In 1960

D.C. working on Capitol

On his return

Matin-Daftari wes close to his grandfather and has long been associated

with the National Front movement in Iran.

In 1962 he served ss & member |

i

of the National Front publications committee. During the years before p
)hudoq:dnthinl%?homuamlofeommmnthevinm-
exiled former Prime Minister and National Front mewbers, He is in close

touch with those who are National Front minded, particularly anong university

students and other young elements.

Matin-Daftari is well acquatnted with

the US and sduires its principles; but, like many Américan-connected Iranians, .
be often feels constrained to edopt a eritical attitude when in the presence .

of other Iranians,
Commant

:

Matin-Daftari is about 5'6" tsll, wears glasses, has dark brown heir and s f
moustache. He smokes cigsretteés, drinks moderstely and is an avid-resder. '

On Pebruary 11, 1959 he was married to the former Mariam Veseh-Nuri (an
attractive and lively conversationalist schooled in the U.K. who shares her

husband's political views), and they have two chiliren.

-Submit to Depariment in Triplicate

CLA 22 ICATION
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CONFIDENTIAL
w2e
Hedsystollah MATIN-DAFTARI - Continued

Matin-Daftari is one of the Shah's most Ditter critics. He is in active
contact with other oppositionists, particularly Nation of Iran Party

isader Deriush FORUHAR, and is well known by dissident minded students at
Tehran University. Matin-Daftari still clings to the hope that a radical
change will come about in Iran's domestic political picture and that he will
be called upon to play a leading role in wvhatever forces emerge. He has
nothing but contempt for thoss who he regards as having sacrificed their
political ideas for the sake of a comfortadble lifs within the establishment.
Hins family's stature and connections, while insufficient to protect him
from being the target of occasional govermment hasrassment (and s beating
in April 1968) nsverthelsss are influential encugh to Xeep his person
relstively safe.

POL;: ISemakis: gh 7/3/68
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MAY 1942 tDiTioN SECRET
nta——a—

G3A FPMR (41 THD) 101118

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : Bio Files DATE: May 11, 1971
FROM : POL ~ Charles W, McCaskill W/W\
SUBJECT: Biographic Report on Hedayotollah MATIN-DAFTARI L

Matin-Daftari continues his intense interest in politices, and
presumably maintains his excellent contects to various elements
in the Iranian opposition. The thing that bothers me most about
both Matin-Daftari and his lovely, charming and very bright wife
is the fact that they tend to see everything in blacks and whites,
to oppose for the sake of opposing: nothing the ShAh does is any
good, while everything National Front or Mossa.deq 4 ) good. His
wife is inclined, at the slightest provocation, to become more
passionate about the present political situation than her husband.

I have the feeling that Matin-Daftari and his wife want to maintain
contact with Embassy officers. We have been to their house twice
for dinner. They seem to move fairly widely in diplomatic circles, .
their closest friends apparently young liberal or young Turk types
(Iskit of the Turkish Embassy, Weston of the British, Ravindranathan
of the Indian, Yagi of the Japanese.)

While Matin-Daftari no doubt maintains good contacts in oppositioniat
circles, I have tne decided impression that neither he nor his wife
would tend to dis the facts for the sake of their listeners.
While it is only an impression, I feel that he moves a bit more
freely now, and perhaps is not watched as closely as he was at one
time.

The Matin-Daftari’s have two children, & boy and a girl about 10
and 8 or 11 and 9. Mrs. Matin-Daftari hed & third baby about two
years ago but the baby developed a respiratory ailment of some kind
soon after birth and died,

Gro
Downgraded at 1l2-year intervals,
not atutomatically declessgified,

%3 cRET
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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CONFIDENTIAL
October 28, 1971
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Righis of Defendants Under Iranias Law
PARTICIPANTS: Dr. Hedayatollah .. ..»-Daftar]
: Attorney, Tehran

Mr. Jobn L. Waghtura
Seoond Secretary, U.S. Embessy

DISTRIBUTION: ADMIN (Mr. Hedberg)
. POL - 2 (Mr. McCaskill, Mr. Rouse)
ECON - 2-
CONS.  (Mr. Springer)

TIME & PLACE: Residence of Mr, Charles W. McCaskiil,
: First Secretary, U.S. Embassy - October 28, 1971.

Dr. jmin-Daftart is a leading lawyer in Tehran with an sctive criminal
practice. From my own interest and in light of recent arrests of
American citizens in Iran, when & natural opportunity came up in our
conversation, I asked him to describe briefly the ostensible rights of an
accused person under Iranian law,

Re said th,qt,“ person arrested by the regular police must be charged
before & presiding magistrate (Iranian law uses the French term fuge d'
inatruction ) =Miiin 24 hours of his arrest. In a significant improvement
over the civil law system as it still exists in most of Europe, under
Iranian law the arrested person is entitled to consult with, dnd have the
services of, an attorney {mmegiately after he has been charged. This
is important because the first period of interrogstion which follows can
last as long as 60 days before any petition to end it may be made, The
interrogstion is conducted by the police and supervised by the presiding
magistrate. Although it is & matter of hot dispute between the police
and the bar as to whether the right to counsel’s services includes the
presence of counsel at interrogations, Dr. ~>-in-Duaftari said that he
belteves the latter right is in fact included in the general right to counsel
and that active and influential criminal lawyers do succeed in being
present at their clients’ interrogations.

CONFIZTNTIAL,




CONFIDENTIAL

At the end of the first sixty days of interrogation, the accused's counsel
petitions the court of first instance which has jurisdiction over the case
for a review. This court asks the presiding magistirate for the case
file and a memorandum, and then decides whether the accused should be
released or brought to trial, or the interrogation oontinued for

‘sixty days. Counsel may appeal a decision to extend the on,
especially in the case of sscond and subsequent extensions, g

" Dr. Amin-Daftsri also pointed out that SAVAK and the military slso
have written regulations conoerning the #jiis of persons arrested under
their authority. Where their regulations sre silent on any matter
affecting an accused the regular criminal procedure applies.

COMMENT

. Dr. - Arin-Daftart said that any competent bi -lingual Tehran
with experisnce in<itininal cases oould prepare an English summary

. of the rights of defendants under Iranian law, with references, ina few
hours. Sinoe I understand that the Congular Section does not now have
such & summary, it seems {0 me that the Embassy should consider having

one prepared.

ECON:JWashburn:jm

CONPIBENTIAL
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‘CONFIDENTIAL July 25, 1976

A
CONTACT LIST .. T
/?‘ chie M. Bolster >

BT

‘ s and biographic sketches given below are
g:iagzzg by funqtional categories for easier reference.
I readily acknowledge indebtedness to the excellent
contact list compiled by Larry Semakis in 1969, from
which I have extracted information on some of the
contacts we have slred over the years since my Tehran

tour of_1963f66.

NATIONAL FRONTERS

Dr, {icdayatollah Matin-Daftari Jis the grandson of
'Natigﬁ!TzFFSE? Rero NMossedegh. At present he mﬁ@s a
living as a lawyer. His opposition background is

well known but now generally ignored. On the other
hand, he appears to be reluctant to maintain contact
with the Embagssy, as my efforts to follow up our

chance meetihg at an Indian Embassy party have come

to naught. He expressed willingness to meet, but
every time I ‘called there was some reason why it would
not be possible just at the time I suggested.) Matin
Daftari has had his share of interrogations and torture
which,!in par accounts for his anti-regime views,

but like so mahy Iranians he has been able to reach

a comfortable dccommodation to the existing power
structure. Although his wife Mariam shares many of

her husband?®s anti-regime views, she has become more
socially=acceptable over the years and is now frequently
referred to in theée society columns,

Home telephone: 311648,

- 27




CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Hedayatollah Matin-Daftari, Prominent Digsident
Lawyer (and grandson of former Prime
Minister Mossadeq)
George B. Lambrakis, Political Counselor Gi£§1l
American- Embassy, Tehran - g .-

SUBJECT : Dissident's Viewof the Present Situation

DATE : December 12, 1977

DISTRIBUTION: AMB/DCM, POL, POL/M, OR, AMCONSULS
SHIRAZ, ISFAHAN, TABRIZ, /IRN, INR/RNA,

INR/OIL/B, AMEMBASSY LONDON (KINSOLVING)

Following a chance meeting at a diplomatic function,
Matin-Daftari agreed to come to lunch and discuss his
views with me. He did so on December 12, showing no
particular nervousness and, as far as I could see, not
being, shadowed or harrassed in any particular way even.
though we had set the appointment over his telephone which"
we assume is being listened to. Over three hours he
commented on a number of things as reported below:

Oppositionist Meeting on Karaj Road

Matin-Daftari described the meeting of about a thousand
people on Eid-e-Ghorban holiday November 22 (See Tehran
10428). 1Invitatioms had been sent by the owner of a property
where the two old roads from Tehran to Karaj meet, about one-
half way to Karaj. The affair was partly social and thevonly
man to speak was an Ayatollah, as is customary on that holy
day. Matin-Daftari admitted the Ayatallah was likely to .yield_
to other speakers who would have informally explained the
present political situation as they saw it and what they
might do about it. As he warmed up to his subject, Matin-
Daftari also admitted the group consisted of a wide variety
of old National Fronters, young followers (some with their
wives or children) and others who were attracted by the
-presence of prominent National Front and other oppositionists.
As the Ayatollah started speaking, a large number of men

(he put the figure at over 500) broke into the garden and
formed ranks. They smashed windows and doors and invaded the
house. They threw furniture around at those gathered in the
house and started beating them indiscriminately with clubs,
chains, and similar weapons they were carrying. Some who -
stayed behind were badly beaten, but Matin-Daftari,
accompanied by an older judge named "Banisadr", (phonetic)
and another man named Tabini made their way out to the




CONFIDENTIAL 2,

street. No one tried to stop them, but they had to run the
gauntlet between orderly ranks of club-yielding men who hit at
them. The same was true in the road until they got to the main
highway where Gendarmes ~arrying machine guns were barring their
way. They opened to allow Matin-Daftari and his companions
through, but shortly after, further down the main road, they were
accosted by a very rude-speaking man who asked where they had
been, being so bedraggled and beaten., The elderly, distinguished
judge protested they had been doing nothing illegal, The man
then ordered his companions to attack the group at which point
Matin-Daftari was badly beaten. .He said he was hit on the

spinal column and felt numb for about 10 seconds. He was also
hit on the head and passed out for a few seconds on the ground.
The judge was hurt much worse and is still in the hosbital,

as was their other companion.

Eventually, they were picked up and given a ride by another man
who had been at the meeting and saw their condition, Matin-
Daftari had not driven his own car,which he considered to be
fortunate since all cars parked outside had systematically been
smashed prior to the attack on the house. Matin-Daftari had no
doubt the attackers were disciplined men, trained in beating
without causing fatal injuries. He knew one man who had gotten
off lightly and managed to take shelter in his own car, though
this probably was because he was accompanied by his 10-year-old
son. ,

Lahejan Incident ,

Lahejan is a town on the Caspian where there is a small college.
Students had invited well-known pathologist Manuchehr Kherazkhanie
to speak on the effects of radiation--his field. As Matin-Daftari
heard the story (for he was not present on that occasion), there
‘was an effort to break up the speech by hecklers, but the other
students in the audience did not permit thig to happen.  When.
Kherazkhanie and another man who had come with him (see Tehran
11098) left the college in the company of a few others, they

came upon a group of about forty men armed with clubg;-chains,
etc. (the same situation as the Karaj incident) and were sub-
sequently beaten. Matin-Daftari admitted that Kherazkhanie was

a well-known dissident, who had signed a variety of petitions

and letters currently circulating in Tehran.

Anti-American Incident Involving Wrestlers

Matin-Daftari had run into a lawyer at court the day before who
was waiting to defend a few of the young men arrested for the
anti-~American incident described in Tehran's 10815. As the
lawyer told the story, group numbers were well below the 70
reported in the press. They were apolitical athletes who said
they had been joined on that day by two or three unknown
agitators. The agitators talked up an anti-American storm
which involved blaming the Americans for pushing so many arms on
the GOI. The athletes then went out to tear down the American
.flag, etc, but were sorry about_what they had done afterwards.
In Matin-Daftari's opiniop, thi2? incident was instigated by
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Savak for its own purpcses.

Foruhar and the Moderates
Matin-Daftari readily answered questions about Foruhar, whom
he identified as a colleague and friend. He described Foruhar
as a very dignified, sturdy, and energetic man who expresses
his views directly and forthrightly on the need for more
liberty, but is basically a moderate. On the many occasions
he has been to prison he has gained the respect of the guards
by his demeanor and has berated those who are imprisoned for
terrorism and extremist views. He has not been tortured, as
- far as Matin-Daftari knows, probably because he had no
great. secrets to impart and also perhaps because of his
dignified demeanor. Matin-Daftari had heard of no recent cases
of torture but could not be sure since he was no expert on
that matter. Foruhar's new group consists of old Iran party
liberals, who are the most numerous, Foruhar's own '"Melliyat.
Iran' and the Socialist League. It is not a party but an action
group somewhat similar to the old National Front. Some Iran
party leaders are Hassibi, Bakhtiar, and Ghassemi. The :
lawyer Shayan heads the Socialist League Matin-Daftari gave
his affiliation as non-party, but somewhere between the Iran
party and the socialists--not as far to the right as Foruhar.

Religious Dissidence

As he had the first time we met him, Matin-Daftari lauded the
late Islamic reformer, Shariyati, whom he described as the

most enlightened religious leader of recent days who was trying
in effect to rid Islam of its clergy. Shariyati had been
attacked both by the mullahs of the right and the left wing
followers of Khomeini. Being no expert on the subject, Matin-
Daftari described religious political movements as fragmented,
which is the way the Government likes to keep them. He noted
thdt the Government through its reforms had come into conflict
with only a part of the conservative religious establishment,

and has been buttering them up heavily ever since. He continued
to attribute some of the recently published incidents to Savak
"agents' provocateurs'!. One noted speaker is Bazarghan who
recently got up in a mosque on old Shemiran road to preach what
was, in appearance, a sermon on the unity of God. He was very
indirect in his suggestion that there is no God on earth, but
the political point was made. This mosque was closed down
shortly after. However, Bazarghan had been allowed to preach i
last summér in the same area for about three nights running, His
people were well organized with loudspeakers so they could ;
reach a crowd which at times numbered 29,000 in Matin-Daftari's
estimation. Going among them, he saw they were young and fairly
well to do. They had crowded in and. closed off several roads

to traffic. Bazarghan himself is a dentist and a psychiatrist,
not a member of the Islamic establishment.

Amendments to Legal Procedure for Tgying Anti-Security Prisoners
Matin-Daftary's comments on thijp subject were reported (without
attribution by name) in Tehran A-189.
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Possible New Trials for 0ld Prisoners

Matin-Daftari confided that he 'has been approached to act as
defense attorney for a group of anti-security prisoners who are
to be brought to trial in a few weeks. These are people who
have been in prison for some 10 years now. They were tried and
sentenced to long prison terms of about seven years, as their
case was described to him,and when their prison terms ran out
they were immediately re- -arrested. They are now to be tried
again, He is not sure if he will take this case but is
donisidering it.

Current State of the Judjciary

Tn a brief discussion of the judges' petition (Tehran A-176)
Matin-Daftari remarked that recent judicial amendments have

made justice even harder for people to get. The judges were
intimidated by the Government and told what verdicts to reach.
An example is the Tehran Examining Magistrate, Judge Khagandesli
{phonetic), before whom the students arrested in university
disturbances are brought. He is a good man but he has been

told ‘'what he has to do, as have so many other judges in Iran's
judicial system today.

General Outlook
Matin-Daftari summed up the present situation by saying that,
if the Government continues to crack down as hard as it has on
dissidents and students, this will force the moderates to go
back to their hearths and do nothing. It will leave the field
open to the extremists and the terrorists. When asked whether
the moderates could not reach a concensus on changes they would
like to see which might not be too alarming to the Shah and the
present authorities, Matin-Daftari said most of them would be
happy with a Parliament in which they could speak freely.
Warming to his subject, he thought the Government could approach
this problem in several different ways. One would be to reform
the electoral system so that there is some real choice in g
candidates for election to Parliament. Another would be for’
the Shah to give hic Prime Minister and the Government more
real power so that they could attack Iran's problems more
efficiently., He gave the impression that the moderates have
gotten used to "thinking little'" and would settle for
{e%atively minor changes to regain some semblance of political
ife.
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This was the second luncheon discussion meeting with Matin-Daftari,
our first discussion having been Decembexr 12, 1977. He was hosting
at a restaurant of his choosing and was quite happy to sit at a
prominent table near a group of three Iranians who occasionally
showed some slight interest in our conversation. Again there was
no overt indication of monitoring of the conversation by the
authorities. (Protect)

Trial of student demonstrators

Matin~Daftari had tust completed his role as defense attorney for
one of sixteen students tried in civilian court in connection with
disturbances near Tehran University last December. When I noted
the press reported as many as 43 defaense attorneys for the sixteen
defendants, he said this case was looked upon as an important
benchmark in which broader issues were involved than just the
defendants's future. He was in fact very dissapointed that eleven
of the defendants were found quilty of disturbing the peace and
sentenced -to five months imprisonment (his client among them)

with only five acquitted (the three girls involved amcng them).

He said the prosecution was carried out by an assistant prosecutoxr
who was not very good or active. Prosecution presented no evidence
of physical destruction or other illegal behavior on the part of
defendante. Even the policemen who had sustained some scratches
testified they did not know how they got the scratches and theresfore
could not testify against any of the accused. Most of the defen-
dants were in a group marching quietly with placards carrying
demands and slogans such as the return of Ayatollah Khomeini. This
is neither disturbing the peace nor illegal, accoridng to Matin-
Daftari, since anyone has a right to ask or - pecition for anything
in Iran, as long as he commits no illegal acts. The authorities

ot
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do not have to give it to him. In this case, the group dishanded
and fled when they heard police sirens. Police then chased them,
rounded them up, released most of those who were not students, and
locked up the students. There was one fellow who was visiting
from out of town and claimed to have been just a bystander.

There was another case of a student picked up in another part of
town who was sent to stand trial at the same time. While their
approximately 100 days detention counted against their sentence,
they will have another 50 days to go, will miss their university
examinations and, therefore, have to repeat a year~-and probably
have to petition university authorities to be allowed back into
school. (They were not all from Tehran University, he told me.)
All the students said they had been severely beatern at the time

of their arrest, although he admitted that some months after their
arrest few have any bruises to prove it. Matin-Daftari summed
this up with his usual comment that such treatment of students only
wmotivates them to become extremists and firm opponents of the
regime.

legal system in Iran

In response to a number of prodding questionsMatin-Daftari gave
his opinions of recent events and legal procedures here. He said
many judges are afraid, such as the one who sentenced the students
he helped defend:; this was done under considerable pressure and
without any evidence. Two of them were suspended when they
petitioned the government last year (a3 reported by the Embassy

at the time) and have never peen reinstated. They will probably
be dismissed in time as an example to the others. Two lawyers
for NIOC were recently called in by Houshang Ansary personally who
interrogated them on their reasons for signing a petition

critical of the government. When they refused to sign a paper
which would have incriminated them (by admitting anti-government
activity but saying they were sorry) he demanded their resignations.
one of them {(a Mr. Akmadi) was quitting for other reasons anyway.
His resignation, which had not been accepted before, was suddenly
accepted. The other (a Mrs. Ramjpour) was dismissed even thongh
she had six years tenure at NIOC.

In reply to my guestion, he said he was not aware of any trials

of dissidents in military court in which the defendant was repre-
sented by a civilian counsel, at least by any counsel of prominence,
for he was sure he would have heard of it. He did not rule out the
possibility of a defendant being represented by retired military
officers who were now civilian lawyers. When I raoferred to a case
he had sucgested last time he might take, involving prisoners

who had been released at the end of their sentence, but were being
bronght up for trial again, Matin~Daftari said his name had been
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submitted by the father of a prisoner, but it was refused by the
military authorities. Matin-Daftari was not especially anxious

to defend anyone before a military court, since the regulations

as written would make it- very easy for him to be accused himself
of anti-state behavior in the process and perhaps end up as
defendant in another trial himself. Nevertheless, he thought it
scandalous that a prisoner would have completed his sentence and
not been released at a time when the government was claiming
liberalized procedures. The man he would have defended was one
"Shanechi" whose father is a rather distinguished bazaari merchant.
Shanechi completed his original three-year sentence two years ago,
but has been kept in prison ever since, and according to his
father has been retried and resentenced to five more years ‘in
prison recently. Matin-Daftari claimed he did not know what the
offense was beyond "anti-state activities" and had not studied

the man's dossier. (Comment: I thought this a bit_disingenuous
since I find it hard to believe he was never told by the prisoner's
father what the offense was, though it is true we have heard of
cases where ‘the prisoner himself is often in the dark as to the
exact nature of the charges.)

Recent bombings

Matin-Daftari asked if I was aware of the recent bombings. I
indicated I knew about the three bombings of homes of opposition
leaders. He said there was a fourth the same night. It was the
home of Mahmoud Manian, a prominent Bazaal merchant, who is one
of the .shareholders and a member of the board of "Hosseini
al-Shatr." The latter is the organization and place near the
mosque on 0ld Shemiran Road where Ali-~Shariati used to speak and
which the government closed down. The organization itself was
cleverly formed as a commercial company rather than a non-profit
organization so that it would not require registration with the
authorities in order to own property or carry out other key
operations. (This was contrary to the approach taken by the Iran
Writers Association formed about eight years ago, which had
formally applied for registration but its application had never
been approved by the police.) .

Apart from the leaflets signed by the so-called "vengsance” group
left at:-the site of these four bombings, these people have bheen
getting telphone calls in the last day or two threatening further
reprisals and calling them "spies of the Americans." He briefly
joked about the American angle, suggesting this was a dramatic
and amusing twist. The targets themselves blamed Majidi, who
recently anounced the formation of Rastakhiz party "action squads."’

Press protest and recent spy story

Matin-Daftari asked if I was aware (I was not) that about 100
journalists have signed a letter to Amouzegar protesting censorsilpg
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and saying they are ashamed to have to keep printing lies. An
example {which Matin-Daftari gave me near the end of the discus-
sion) is the recent "spy story." He said he knew General
Darakhshani's family very well. Darakhshani had died of heart
attack quietly in the Queen Mother's Hospital when, about ten

days later, the family was shocked to see in the press these
articles that he had an attack in the process of_being arrested fcr
espionage and taken to a military hospital where he died. He was
accused of receiving a monthly salary from the Soviets of 2000
tomans. This in itself was ridiculous: his daughter alone makes
more than 20,000 tomans a month. Matin-Daftari knows the husband
of the daughter very well. It also was ridiculous to say the
General was a Soviet agent. When the Soviets put pressure on

him as commander in Tabriz. in 1946, he saw resistance would be.
useless and surrendered to save lives. The colonel commanding
troops in Rezaliye choose to lose a few lives before he surrendered.
This was an_error in judgment by the general and he was tried for
it and imprisoned. However, he was released & couple of years
later, hardly the treatment one would expect for a spy.

‘Tabriz demonstrations and the religious situation

Matin-Daftari askel if I had enjoyed the "school boy essay" Amouzegar
delivered in Tabriz a couple of days before. HKe said Amouzegar
runs around with these perfect little speeches as if_ he were
waiting for some professor to grade him, but they do not amount
to anything. He said tha large crowd that came. to hear him were
not Tabrizis. They had mainly stayed at home. Instead the

crowd was made up ,0f people brought in from the countryside.

Such people will accept a.ride into town as a lark. Also, when
gendarmes are sent out they can bring in many people. Hé\gave

as example a recent case when Governor General Valian in Mashad
needed some mullahs to attend a ceremony. He sent gendarmes

out. One of the mullahs said the gendarmes had simply told him

to get on the bus. He obeyed, in trepidation. To his surprise,
he and other mullahs were then treated to a very nice dinner and
taken to the ceremony. After it was over they were dismissed.
Matin Daftari noted this behavior is not unusual in Iran. He had
been out in the countryside recently in connection with complaints
from farmers that they had been cheated out of land. It turned
out the owners of a racing association had gone around to see
farmers owning land surrounding the new racing ground (which was
expected to raise land value) and simply demanded the land. The
only document they had presented was a brief letter with a letter-
head containing the world "Imperial." The letter simply said

that the officer in military uniform {(who accompanied these

land owners on their visits) demanded the presence of the land
owner at a certain notary's office at a certain date for the
purpose of turning over this land to the association. The farmers
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were too scared to argue and formally turned over the land. It
was now too late to do anything about it, Matin<Daftari said.

In discussing Khomeéini, Matin-Daftari said Ayotallah Shariatmadari
had ‘a much stronger following in Tabriz (where people care very
much about their religion) and would outshine Khomeini today on
purely religious grounds if Khomeini had not become so political.

In fact, one of the rumors in connection with Amouzegar's rally

in Tabriz April 9 was that Amouzegar would bring Ayatollah
Shariatmadari with him so that Amouzegar could apologize in public -
for the Tabriz deaths. A further rumor at the time said this would
be done by Amouzegar in order to fool the Tabrizis into attending
his meeting. 1In any case, Matin-Daftari characterized Shariatmadari
as more modern and enlightened than Khomeini. However, followers
of Shariatmadari, 1like those of the reformer Ali Shariati, do

not dare to stand up to edicts from Khomeini, partlcularly as they
are both under attack from government guarters.

Prison conditions and ICRC visits

Matin-Daftari mentioned the hunger strike presently under way in
Qasr Prison. He thought the prisoners take water and some sugar
but nothing else. Yet they are striking only for better treatment.
One can imagine the quality of food they get for the 30 rials a
day allotted by the governmment. They also complained that the news-
papers they get have been chopped up so that there is practically
no news in them. On.the other hand, he has heard that conditions
at the (SAVAK-~run) Evin Prison in Tehran are quite acceptable.

He noted Evin Prison was visited by ICRC delegations. However,

he generally dismissed those visits since they do not make their
findings public in any case.

Comment: As before, I found Matin-Daftari an impressive spokesman
for dissent. He was energetic and outspoken, at times lapsing
almost into a courtroom voice, and showed no signs of wear and

tear from the trial he had been involved in or any other vague
"trouble" I had heard he might have been in recently. Indeed,

he seemed invigorated by the present climate here and quite ]
openly criticized the government to me, where he had been con-
siderably more hesitant in our first meeting. He obviously has
many blank spots in his information, but he is an interesting
interlocutor and obviously has stature among moderate dissenters.
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I met Matin-Daftari for lunch. He was looking and feeling more
chipper than usual. We bumped into Majles Deputy Pezeshpour,

who has just announced he is restarting his former Pan-Tran

Party, outside the Rastakhiz, and Matin-paftari congratulated

him on that, Matin-Daftari commented to me afterward that, with
liberalization being announced by the government, it was incumbent
for people to take such steps as Pezeshpour had, so as to test

the limits of government tolerance. If the opposition did not

do this the government could rightly say it had provided them the
opportunity and they had not taken advantage of it.

In that connection, Matin-Daftari said there will be an effort to
register the Iranian Free Jurists Association soon. Expanding on
procedures, he explained that, at the time that the Iranian
Writers' Association had made an effort once again to register
officially, orders had been given to the Ministry of Justice

office (in early 1977) not to accept any more applications for
registration unless police permission had already been received.
The procedure previously was for an application to be taken after
which the office would request police permission. Under the new
procedure, there is no way to prove that an effort to register an
organization has ever been made.. At police headquarters, potential
registrants are,not allowed to enter the premises, nor will anybody
sign anything indicating receipt of an application. Nevertheless,
the Free Jurists will go through the process and, if refused, lodge
legal complaint.

This brought us around to a discussion of the recent Bar Association
elections, in which Matin-Daftari's group had come out wirners

(see Tehran 5944) and he himself given the highest number of votes.
He confirmed he was not eligible by the rules of the association

to serve as president, since he was not vet 50 (born in 1933) and
has not had 20 years of legal practice. He attributed the honesty
of the election to a procedure by which some seven observers and

wh
POL:GBLambxakis/bjh

CONFISINTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL 2

poll counters had to sign the back of every ballot as received.
Thus a false ballot would ‘require the forging of seven different
signatures. He also noted that it helped to have fellow (dissident)
lawyer Lahidji as one of the observers. That was why Lahidji
himself had not been a candidate for the Board.

I asked him whether he was aware of any changes in legal procedures
following the visit of the ICJ's Bill Butler, and his audience
with the Shah. Matin-Daftari said the atmosphere changed after-
ward, as evidenced by the Shah's interview given to lccal news-
papermen (Tehran 4584). Matin-Daftari thought that interview
conciliatory. It had been followed by an announcement from the
Ministry of Justice that .all lawyers accredited with the Iranian
Bar would be allowed to practice in military courts without further
permission required, and that they could be present at the initial
hearing before the examining magistrate when charges are lodged
(see Tchran septel).

I asked if there had been any change to make sure someone
arrested appears before the examining magistrate within 24 hours.
This launched Matin-Daftari on a long explanation. He said that
law is already on the books, but it has been bypassed in practice
by SAVAK with the collusion of the military courts. Since SAVAK
is not required to keep a record of the date of arrests, there is
no way for the defendant to prove he was arrested more than 24
hours before the time he appears before the examining magistrate
and is charged. Another favorite trick has been for the examining
magistrate to look at the defendant's file only and approve his
detention. This order from the magistrate is then shown the
detainee. Most detainees, instead of refusing to sign anything,
will sign the order, writing that they protest. That is then
held to be proof that they have seen the examining magistrate
within 24 hours of arrest. All this could change only if there
were the will to apply the law on the part of government agencies,
Matin-paftari said.

¥ asked if he and his associates had any current estimate of the
numbers of political prisoners in Iranian prisons. He said a
survey has recently been made of the prisons in Tehran, using
people released and relatives of prisoners, and the count amounts
to about 3,800. No survey has been made of prisons in other cities,
though there are thought to be large numbers in cities such as
Tabriz, Mashad and Isfahan. There are small numbers probably.
scattered in other jails around the country too. Students arrested
in recent months who have been convicted by civilian courts are

not included in this count. Thus he thought the number several
times the 2,000 or so being used as a ball park figure by the

.Shah and the Government in recent interviews.
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In reply to another question, he said the group which carried out
this survey was the "Committee for the Defense of Rights of
Political Prisoners in Iran," formed in March this year. It
consisted of 500 interested people of whom Matin-Daftari himself
is one, and the most prominent leader is Dr. Askar Sehjavadi.

I have heard of Sehjavadi before as one of the top oppositionist
leaders. Matin-Daftari explained he is an essayist on social and
political subjects who was formerly a member of the "Toilers
Party" in the National Front, and later left it to join. the
"Third Force Party." He is in his 40s.

On current problems, Matin-Daftari gave us his version of a recent
incident at the Amirabad dormitories for Tehran University students.
He noted, in passing, this was the o0ld American military camp which
had been turned into student dormitories by the government. He
said some 1,000 students were on their way to the Tehran University
supervisor's office to protest the constant searches of their rooms
carried out by security forces, particularly the girls' dormitories.
Guards met the group and laid into them, dispersing them. That
night, around midnight, special security forces broke into the
dormitorieg, beating students and looting them. Many tried to

run away in their night clothes. Many were injured and hospitalized.
Seven are still missing. This was a recent instance of police
brutality (which we have heard about from other sources as well).

Matin-paftari himself is involved in a current law suit on behalf
of a lady teacher at the faculty of Social Sciences who is bringing
suit for fraud against the Tehran University chancellor, along with
many other students and professors. The fraud is jalleged to involve
giving failing grades to some 700 students without the knowledge

of their professors. Those bringing suit point out that only a
professor has the authority to grade a student in a particular
subject.

Comment: Matin-Daftari is clearly on the warpath and feeling his
oats much more than in my previous meetings with him. I under-
stand he has become a regular appointment for many visiting
foreign journalists and is considered by them an-important link
among the oppositionists (perhaps since the time he'organized
meetings for several of them with the ICJ's Bill Butler).
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1. DEPTOFF PAD 45-MINUTES TELEPEON- CONVERSATION #ITE
MATIN-DAFTARY WHC WAS UNABLL TO VISIT WASHINGTON, HIGE-
LIGETS 2F BIS REMARLS FOLLOW:

——501°S BASIC PROFLEY 1S THAT IT IS NOT "HONEST" 417€
FTOPLT, IT TAL"S LIFRRALIZATION, BUT PRESENTS BILLS 70
MAJLIS ON ELFCTIONS, PPFSS, 3SSEM3LY, UNIVERSITIES WSICH
ARE QUITE RESTRICTIVE, IN SOME CASE MORE SO THAN PRESENT
P2ACTICES., UNIVERSITY PROFZSSORS, FOR EYAMPLE, HJAVE BEEN
STRUGGLING FOR YEARS FOR IMDEPENDZNT MANAGEMENT. UNDER
PROPNSIT LAY, FREEDOMS THAT SOME UNIVERSITIES NOW BAVE
‘0ULD BT MULLITIED BY CREATION OF BOARD TEAT RVEN ORDINARY
LAYMFY CAN SE? YOULD BE CONTROLLED BY GOI.

~= GOVERNMENT WAS TRYING WITE NEW LEGISLATION .TC ENACT
SFRIFTS OF TOUGE LAWS SO TEAT WABN MARTIAL LAW EVENTUALLY
LIFTiD REGIE WILL, IN FACT, HAVE MEANS OF MAINTAINING
TIGCET CONTROLS. '

—=- WYFN ASYED 7VHAAT GCI SHCULD DO TO “FFZICT NATICNAL RECOH
CILTATION, MATIR-TAFTARY TISTED FOLLOWING:

«~ GENFRAL AMNFSTY FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS WHICH EE
TSTIMATED AT NOT 'LFSS TAAN 12,822 PERSONS. GENUINE
CRIMINALS SPQULD OF COURSE BE CONFINED, BUT OPPOSITIONI-TE
FYEN THOSE WHO HAD ENGAGED IN VIOLENCE AGAIWNST GOI, SHLULD
BEf RELFASEDR., VIOLENCE WAS FXCUSABLE UNDER CONDITIONS
RESEMBLING WAR BETWEEN GOI AND PEOPLE.

-— MZANIKGTUL AND MJCH MOUE EYTENSIVE CAMPATGN ON
TORRUPTION,
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—— SOCIAL JUSTICE--NARROVING GAP RETWEIN RICH AND P
COMBATTING MAFIA-LIKE GROUPS TWAT AT SPRUNG UN