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In the name of Allah
the most
Compassionate and Merciful
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11650
FROM . CLASSIFICATION
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN CONFIDENTIAL
€ o tiesz. | ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC  IMMEDIATE 1
TAGS: .
SUBJECT: | CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 11650
ACTION: | E.0. 11652: GDS
AGS : PINS, SHUM, IR
SUBJ : STATUS OF BAHAIS
pOL,,/ REF: STATE 296186
MAMBIN 1. BAHAI SITUATION IN IRAN HAS MARGINALLY IMPROVED SINCE
gﬁon'z REESTABLISHMENT OF DEGREE OF ORDER BY NEW MILITARY GOVERN~
ég“ MENT. THERE REMAINS MAJOR DEGREE OF HOSTILITY AGAINST
igm BAHAIS, PARTICULARLY ON PART OF ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS OPPOSI-
Kﬁgs: TION, WHICH IS LEADING ELEMENT OF POLITICAL OPPOSITION TO
CRU SHAH AND GOI. GOI HAD RECOGNIZED THIS PRESSURE AND BAHAIS
;ggn ARE STILL BEING DISMISSED FROM GOVERNMENT JOBS. SEVERAL
TABR DOCTORS AT GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS WERE DISMISSED LAST WEEK,
ACCORDING TO PERSIAN FRIENDS WHO KNOW THE INDIVIDUALS.
HOWEVER, THERE IS NO OPEN STREET HOSTILITY TOWARD BAHAI |
SECT BEING MANIFEST AT THE MOMENT. BAHAT TEMPLE HAD
MILITARY GUARD DURING RECENT DISTURBANCES,BUT AS FAR AS
WE KNOW THERE WERE NO ATTACKS AGAINST IT IN RECENT MONTHS. |
2. WE UNDERSTAND BAHAIS ARE LEAVING IRAN, BUT SOME
URAFTED BY: t DRAFTING DATE| TEL. EXT. CONTENTS AND CLASSIFICATION APPROVED BY:
PO Stempel 11/28/78{ 1112 MIN:CWNxas
ATy - 7 =
POL: GBLambrakzs&(/ (/
ECON:CTaylor (c8Htributor)
|
!
|
CONFIDENTIAL OPTIONAL FORM 152(H)
CLASSIFICATION (Farm'rljl:f;fla(;)s)
50162-101 3 Dapt. of State
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50152-201

CONFIDENTIAL poge2 o i é’g‘o

Classification

r_PROMINENT ONES DO REMAIN. LOWER MIDDLE CLASS BAHAIS '1
AND

TELL US HARASSMENT FROM MOSLEM NEIGHBORS /G3%¥#F PROSELYTIZING
MULLAHS INCREASED THROUGH OCTOBER BUT HAS EASED OFF SINCE
GENERAL AZHARI BECAME PRIME MINISTER. NO CONNECTION IS
ALLEGED, BUT SOME SAY THAT MOSLEM OPPOSITION IS NOW
FOCUSING ON CONFRONTATION WITH GOI DURING MOHARRAM

(ADDING THAT IF KHOMEINI "WINS," BAHAI SITUATION IN

IRAN WILL BRECOME INTOLERABLE) .

3. WE BELIEVE DEPTOFFS COHEN AND PRECHT TOOK RIGHT LINE

ON POTENTIAL FOR POSITIVE USG ACTION. SINCE U.S. IS

SEEN AS SUPPORTING GOI, ANY PUBLIC ACTIONS ARE LIKELY TO
ENRAGE PRECISELY THOSE PEOPLE MOST LIKELY TO COMMIT
VIOLENCE AGAINST BAHAIS. WE BELIEVE BEST POSSIBILITY

FOR INFLUENCING SITUATION IN POSITIVE DIRECTION IS CONTINUED
DfSCREET DISCUSSION WITH GOI OFFICIALS ON NECESSITY TO
PROTECT MINORITIES, COUPLED WITH REPEATED REITERATION

TO OUR OPPOSITION CONTACTS THAT PERSECUTION/VIOLENCE
AGAINST BAHAIS DOES THEIR CAUSE LITTLE GOOD. WE BELIEVE
THIS REMAINS BEST POLICY FOR USG SPOKESMEN AT HOME AS

WELL.

4. COMPLICATING FACTOR IN SITUATION IS FACT THAT SOME
BAHAIS PARTICIPATED IN WHAT ARE SEEN AS EXCESSES AND
CORRUPTION OF PAST FEW YEARS. PERHAPS THE MOST NOTABLE
BAHAI BUSINESSMAN CASE IS PROMINENT INDUSTRIALIST/FINANCIER

HOJABR YAZDANI, WHO HAS BEEN HELD SINCE AUGUST ON CHAR?E?

CONFIDENTI OPTIONAL FORM 152a(H)
Classification {Formerly FS-413(H)a)
January 1975

Dopt. of State




80182.201

CONFIDENTIAL pege_3 ot 11 éu ER 0

Classilication N

r OF FRAUD AND ILLEGAL USE OF GOVERNMENT mns.mﬂwz_]

WE HOPE

DISTINCTIONS WILL BIE MADE BETWEEN THOSE WHO MAY BE
ARRESTED AND TRIED FOR POSSIBLE CORRUPTION OR OTHER
SPECIFICALLY ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES AND GENERAL PERSECUTION
AGAINST SECT. CONCERNING THE SABET FAMILY WE UNDERSTAND
ALL KEY MEMBERS ARE OUTSIDE IRAN: IRAJ IN SWITZERLAND,
HARMOZ IN THE U.S. AND THE FATHER, HABIB, BETWEEN NEW

YORK AND SWITZERLAND.

SULLIVAN
CONFIDENTIAL
Classification OPTIONAL FORM 162a(H}

(Formerly FS-a13(H)a)
January 1975
Dept. of State
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. INFORMATION BZPORTED KELTEL IS MOST DISTURBING.
CUASE OBTALN AND £00CY TO US 4 COPY OF PRYOR REPOA%,
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SECRET TEURAN
DE RUQMER #6755/01 179 **
ZNY 55588 IZH CLASS:
0 2813167 JUN 79 CHRGE:
F AMEMBASSY TEHRAN AFPPRV:
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2332 LRPTL:

BT CLEAR:
SECRETSECTION 21 OF TRHRAN 26755 DISTR:

LIMIIS

E.0. 12865: GIS 6/28/85 (CLEMENT, €.} OR-P
TAGS: SHTM, IR
SUBJECT: BAHAI COMMUNITY SITUATION

REF: (A) STATE 158779, (B) TEHRAN 6421, (C) TEHRAN 6500
1. (S = ENTIRE TEXT.)

2. EMBOFFS HAVE OBTAINED INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF
BASIC POINTS IN INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED BY
REVEREND PRYOR AS REPORTED IN REFTELS. VERIFICATION COMES
FROM FSN SOURCE WHO IS CONSIDERED KNOWLEDGEABLE AND
RELIABLE. SOURCE IS WORKING ON SETTING UP MEETING
BETWEEN EMBOFFS AND BAPAI LEADERS.

Z. IN ¥OST RECENT DISCUSSION WITH PRYOR ON JUNE 28, HE
SAID TRAT CURRENT SITUATION OF BAEAI COMMUNITY SHOULD
PERHAPS BE MORE APPROPRIATELY CRARACTERIZED AS ONE QF N
BARASSMENT AND DISCRIMINATION™ RATHER THAN “PERSECUTION.
BE THIS AS IT MAY, IT IS ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THE PBAHAI

. LEADERS ARE EXTREMELY WORRIED AND SEF THEMSELVES FACING
THE WORST CRISIS IN THE HISTORY OF BARAISM. EVERY DAY

BRINGS ALDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF EARASSMENT.

4., THE BARAI LEADERS ARE STILI HOPING THAT VIOLENCE CAN
BE AVOIDED IN SHIRAZ ON JULY 14. THEY BAVE ASKED TO SEE
PM BAZARGAN REGARDING THIS. MEANWHILE THEY DO NOT WISE
TO PUBLICLY EXACERBATE THE® ALREADY TENSE SITUATION. THEY
RAVE SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED TEAT THF USG NOT TAKE ANY
%0T§S§NAT THIS TIME BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL SITUATION

N .

5. THE BAHAI LEADERS DO WANT T0 MAKE SURE THAT INFORMATION
AND TOCUMENTATION IS SAFELY IN PLACE OUTSILE IRAN SO TPAT
THEY CAN GO PUBLIC WITH THEIR STORY WHEN AND IF NEEDED.
THEY HAVE ASKED PRYOR TO GO TO GENEVA AND ZURICH, AND HE
WILL DO SO AROUND JULY 7. PRYOR WILL REPORT TO THE WORLD
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES” HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION IN SENEVA AND
LEAVE DOCUMENTATION IN SAFE HANDS IN SWITZERLAND. HE IS
AFRAID, HOWEVER, TYAT THE SITUATION COULD BECOME SUBSTAN-
TIALLY WORSE BEFORE THEN.

6. PRYOR PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION (WHICH WE HAVE
NOT YET HAD TIME TO VERIFY FROM OTHER SOURCES) ON JUNE 28:
OF THE ROUGHLY 4¢@,2282 BAHAIS IN IRAN, ABOUT 75,800 ARE [N
TEERAN. THE MASTER MEMBERSHIP LIST F¥OR TEHRAN WAS STOLEN
ABOUT SIX WEEXS AGO. THE BAHAIS BELIEVE IT IS IN ISLAMIC
FANDS, BECAUSE A NUMBER OF BAPAIS HAVE BEEN RECEIVING

SECRET TEHRAN 6755/1

1z

§755/1

SECRET ‘
STATE 6/28/79]
CHARGE:LBLAIN
POL:CCLEMINT:
POL:VLTOMSETE
POL-4 CHS




SECRET TEHRAN 6755/1

LETTERS IN THEIR NAMT AT TREIR HOME ALDRESS FROM THE
1S1LAMIC PROPAGANDA ORGANIZATION IN QOM STRONGLY URGING
THEM TO CONVERT TO ISLaM. SPTRITUAL ASSFEMBLY MEETINS
HaVE EEEN BROXEN UP, AND PILES RKAVE BEEN DESTROVED.
WMERTAS RELIGIOUS MERTINGS NOARMALLY WERT ATTENDED BY 220
PEMBERS, TEEY ARE NOW LIMITED T0 18-15 PEQPLE S0 AS TO
AVOID HARASSMENT.

?. TO DATE, THE PERSONAL BANK ACCOUNTS OF THE TOF 27 BAHAI
I.LEADERS WHO MAKE UP THE NATIONAL COUNCIL HAVE BREEN FROZEN
{PUT NOT YET CONFISCATED). TWO OF THESE LEADERS HAVE BEEN
DENIED EXIT PERMITS, OTHERS HAVE NOT ATTEMPTRD TQ OBTAIN
ONE. IN ADDITION TO PREVIOQUSLY REPORTED CONFISCATIONS OF
BAHAI COMMUNITY ASSETS, FOUR OF THE MAIN FIVE ADMINISTRA-
TIVE BUILDINGS OF THE COMMUNITY EAVE BEEN CONFISCATED.
THESE BUILDINGS ARE VALUED AT BETWEEN $72-1@¢ MILLION.

THE NUMBER, OF CIVIL SERVANTS DISMISSED FROM THEIR JORS
SINCE EARLY DECEMBER ON THE SPECIFIC SROUND THAT TKEY WERE
BARAI 15 ABOUT 3¢, ACCORDING TO INFORMATION {DOCUMENTFD)
PROVIIED TO PBYOR.

&, THE BABAI LEADERS DO NOT HAVE ANY EEAL ITEA OF HOW MANY
FAHAIS HEAVE LEF? IRAN, BUT ARE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT
THE EXODUS EAS NOT SO FAR BEZN SIGNIFICANT. THY LEADERS
ARE URGING THEIR MEMBERS TO STAY IN IRAN.

4., UP TO NOW THE ACTIONS HAVE BEEN DIRECTED PRIMARILY
AZAINST THE COMMUNITY AS AN ENTITY, RATHER THAN AZAINST
JNDIVIDUAL BAHAIS--EXCEPT FOR THE FROZEN BANY ACCOUNTS OF
THE LEADERS, DISMISSAL OF CIVIL SERVANTS, ATTEMPTS TQ
PRESSURE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS TO CONVERT, AND THE HARASSMENT
OF RELIZIOUS MEETINGS. THE BABAI LEALZRS ARE FEARFUL THAT
THE SITUATION FOR INDIVIDUALS WILL CHANGE FOR THE WORSE
SO0N.

1@. NO BAHAIS HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE POST-REVOLUTION ERA,
AND NONE OF THE MORE THAN THREE HUNDRED PEOPLE WHO HAVE
WEEN EXECUTED WERE BARAIS (IT IS AGAINST BAHAI RULES FOR
MEMBERS TO BE ACTIVE IN FOLITICS). BOFPEFULLY THE SAME CAN
STILL BE SAID AFTER JULY 1@¢. BAKAISM STARTED IN SKHIRAZ IN
;244 WITH BAHAULLAH PROCLAIMING HIMSELF AS THE MISSING

#5755

NNNN
SECRET TEBRAN 6755/2

IMAM,

11. AS FURTHER INFORMATION BFCOMES AVAILABLE THROUGH OTHER
SOURCES, WE WILL UP-DATE REPORTING ON TEIS SUBJECT.
LAINGEN'

BT
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TAGS$ (VIS, IR, CE
SUBJ: INCREASE IN IRANIAN VISA APPLICANTS IN SRI LANKA

le SINCE END OF AUGUST EMBASSY HAS OBSERVED DEFINITE
INCREASE IN NUMBER OF IRANIAN NON~-IMMIGRANT VISA APPLICANTS
APPEARING IN OUR CONSW. AR SECTION. NUMBER OF APPLICANTS NOW
AVERAGES FOUR PER WEEK AS CONTRASTED TO ONE EVERY TWO WEEKS
FREVIOUSLY., SIX APPLICANTS CALLED ON CONSUL oON /1@,

2. APPLICANTS USUALLY HAVE BEEN MALE STUDENTS IN EARLY
20°S, BUT THEY NOW INCLUDE BUSINESSMEN AND FAMILIES., THE
IRANIANS EXPLAIN THAT SINCE U,S, VISA FACILITIES IN TEHRAN
ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE, SRI LANKA IS A CONVENIENT PORT OF
CALL FOR THEM, APPLICANTS SHOW EXTREME TENSION AND ANXIETY.

3. THUS FAR DOCUMENTATION APPEARS TO BE IN ORDER AND CONSUL
IS ISSUING MAJORITY. OF VISAS., APPLICANTS DISPLAYING
GREATEST TENSION CLAIM To BE MEMBERS OF BAHAI AND
ZOROASTRIAN MINORITY GROUPS AND STATE THEY CANNOT

RETURN TO IRAN BECAUSE OF PERSECUTION,

-4 EMBASSY WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS.
ANY GUIDANCE AND INDICATIONS OF IRANIAN APPLICANT TRENDS
ELSEWHERE WOULD BE APPRECIATED.

WRIGGINS

BT
#4698
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. 3.0. 12065: GDS, 9/13/35 (CLEMENT, CARL)

CeACS: SHUM, SOPN, IR
:SUBJECT: RUMORS OF ATTACKS ON BAEAIS IN SHIRAZ

I Rere TEERAN 18081

il. {C - ENTIRE TEXT)

‘2. MR. GLENN MITCHEL OF TEE BAEA’I HIGH ASSEMBLY IN THE
.0S (PROTECT), WEOM WE HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITE BEFORE,
CALLED NEA/IRN SEPTEMBER 13 TO SAY THAT DESPITE REUTERS
STORY DENYING DESTRUCTION OF THE BAB“S SHRINE IN

SHIRAZ, THE BAHA“IS HAD INCONTROVERTIBLE PROOF OF I?

AND #OULD TRY TO GET ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPES TO US.

3. ACCORDING TO MITCHELL, WRECKING CREWS HAVE BEEN AT
WORX OVER THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS IN RAZING THE BUILDING
AND ARE PROBABLY STILL DOING SO0. WE ENOW THAT THE SHRINE
1S NOT EASY TO LOCATE, BUT WOULD IT NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR
ONE OF THE SHIRAZ CONSULATE NATIONALS TO TRY TO CHECK

ON THE STATE OF THE SHRINE?

4. MITCHELL ALSO CLAIMED THAT THERE BAS BEEN A GOVERNMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT RECENTLY GIVING THE NAMES OF THIRTY BAHA'IS
WHOAREPROSCRIBED FROM LEAVING IRAN AND WITH WHOM NO ONE

IS ALLOWED TO BHAVE ANY DEALINGS., ACCORDING TO MITCHELL,
THE GOVERNMENT, OR PEOPLE CLOSE TO GOVERNING RELIGIOUS
CIRCLES, ARE IN TEE PROCESS OF FABRICATING EVIDENCE
REGARDING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT, BUSINESS CHEATING, CORRUPTION,
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE PREVIOUS REGIME OF BAHA® IS S0
TRAT THEY CAN THEN BE TRIED BY REVOLUTIONARY COURTS ON
TEESE GROUNDS R;THER THAN FOR BRING BAHAI.

5, ANY INFORMATION THAT EMBASSY CAN DEVELOP ON SITUATION
0; BAHA“IS WILL BE APPRECIATED. YANC

[2%4
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();'snzstcrz STATUS OF BAHA’I SHRINE IN SHIEAZ
EIAEF:’ (A) STATE 241745, (3) TEHRAN 108801

opcd1. € C = ENTIRE TEXT.)

CEls, CONCRESSIONAL OTFICES HAVE BE:N FLOODED WITH TELEGRAMS
'l 0 LETTFRS FOOM BASACIS IN THE #.S. CONCERANING THX REPORTED

THUCTION OF 18X uAE’S ROUSS IN SilxaZ, WHICH IS BEING

RACTERIZED AS miy HOLIEST SHRINE OF THZ BAHACLS,

ALDITIONAL LAFOSMATION ON THIS SUSJECY

5, WE URGENTLY NE-O
70 FROVIDE RESFOKSES TO NUMEROUS

C Jinm EMAASSY IN O
205ATPS FROM CONGAFSS.

C I SINCEL SL1RAZ RELIGIQUS LNDOWMENTS OFFICZ OFFICIALS Al-

oend "5 GEDLY AV BSEN TuVOLVLD IN THE RAZING OF THE BUILDING,
Ji2 MAY 3E AFPFOPRIATE TO FAISE MATILR WITh MINACal AND/OR

C)'|zazax. EXPHESEING Tdi #IDi=SPREAD CONCERN HERE AND THE
TETATIVE EFFFCT HAGASSMENT OF bAHA”1S WOULD NECESSAHILY

. |:4¥E On TRE AMERICAN PUBLYC’S PTKCLPTION OF THE IRANIAN

Q I?’VOLUTION. :

|5 FYI. THRRE 8AVZ BEEN SCME RUNELINGS AEOUT & SKNATR

C 'B£EOLUTIO? ON THIS MATTER. «k <HO¥ THE IHANLAN EMBASSY
LLSO HAS BEEN INUNDATED WITH CALLS and LETTEAS. END FYT.

 Jrance _
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—y
ia. FMBASSY RECOGNIZES THAT MOUNTING PRESSURE BY BAHAIS //

{8 US MAY WELL RESULT IN CONGRESSIONAL ACTION IN FORM
0V RESOLUTIONS AND IN DEMANDS THAT EMBASSY OR STATE
fACE SOME ACTION ON BEHALF OF BAHA“I COMMUNITY.

3. OF THE MAJOR RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN IRAN, THE
"PAKAIS, AS DEPARTMENT KNOWS, ARE THE ONLY GROUP NOT
‘MKCOGNIZED OR GIVEN SOME FORM OF OFFICIAL SANCTION BY
rGOl. BAHA’IS AS YAZDI EAS TOLD CHARGE ARE CONSIDERED

4 POLITICAL GEQUPING. MAJORITY SHIITE COMMUNITY IN

IRAN REGARDS BAHA'IS AS HERITICS WHO ARE OPENLY DESPISED.
(SOMEWAERE BETWEEN A SNAKE AND A COCKROACHE IS THE

USUAL DESCRIPTION). BAHA'IS PAVORED POSITION UNDER THE
fHAH MEANS THAT MANY ARE SUSPECT BY THE PGOI AS WELL

POR CORRUPTION OR OTEER ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES.

6. BAHA'l COMMUNITY IN IRAN IS5 PERSECUTED TO EXTENT
AT THEIR BUILDINGS HAVE BEEN SEIZED, THEEY ARE FEARFUL
or MEETING OPENLY AND SOME HAVE PROBABLY LOST JOBS OR
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES BECAUSE OF TEEIR RELIGION. SOME
NAVE ALSO BEEN JAILED, PROBABLY MORE BECAUSE OF THEIR
FAST CONNECTIONS T0O THE REGIME THAN THEIR RELIGION.

v¥ HAVE, HOWEVER, HAD NO REPORTS OF BAHA'I BEINS KILLED
AKCFNTLY, ALTHOUGH IF THFRE WAS A MOB ATTACK IN SHIRAZ,
WFICH WE TEND TO DOUBT, WE WOULD NOT DISCOUNT THIS
POSSIBILITY.

“, MEMBERS COF JEWISH COMMUNITY HERE DEFINITELY FEEL
TWAT INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE ON P30l HAS HELPED TO PROTECT
TRANIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. WE WONDER, HOWEVER, WHAT THE
YPYECT WILL 3E CF SIMILAR PRESSURE ON THE PART OF THE
PAUATIS.

€. WOULD APPRECIATE DRPARTMENT CHECXING WITH LEADERS OF
DAKA“] COMMUNITY IN US TO SEE THAT THEIR ACTIONS ARE BEING
CAKRREEL OUT AT RRQUEST OF OR WITH ZONSENT OF LEADER3 (F
BAKA COMMUNITY HERE. LAINGEN

[ 13
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SUBJECT: IRANIAN BARA'IS

iREF: STATE 146627
I
51, (¢ - ENTIRE TEXT).

4

52, EHBOFP TALXED WITH NEW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR AUGUST 2¢
ZRE BAHA’IS. AMBASSATOR HAD TALKED WITH A MEMBER OF
$BAHA I LEADERSHIP COUNCIL GEADDEMI (PHON) TWO DAYS AJO.
zGHADDEMI SAIT BABAIS HFRE NOT CERTAIN WHO WAS RESPONSISLE
3FOR DESTRUCTION OF BAB’S HOUSE. LOCAL MULLLAE ON/ABOUT
>SEPT 6 DEMANDED FROM BAHA'IS IN SHIRAZ AND WAS GIVEN
SKEYS SO HE COULD "PROTECT" HOUSE. ON SEPT 8 ACCORDING
=T0 GHADDEMI, GROUP OF ABOUT 100 MEN, SOME ARMED,
“ATTACKED HOUSE WITH HAMMERS AND SPENT ALL DAY SYSTE”ATI-
CALLY TEMOLISEING IT.

3. GHADDEMI ALSO TOLD AMBASSADOR EE DID NOT THINK

BAHAIS IN LARGE CITIES WERE IN ANY DANGER OF LIFE.
SECURITY SITUATION IN RURAL TOWNS FOR BAHA'IS WAS,

HOWEVER, RISXY. NO BARA“IS HAVE BEEN KILLED RECENTLY:
BAHA'I PROPERT! AND COMPANIES HAVE BEEN CONFISCATED

AND SOME BAHA’IS HAVE BEEN JAILED ON WHAT GHADDEMI CALLED
TRUMPED UP CEARGES. ABOUT 109 BAHA“IS HAVE BEEN LISMISSED
FROM GOVERNMENT SERVICE.

4. GHADDEMI APPARENTLY AGREED WITH AMBASSADOR THAT
NEW ZEALAND  EMBASSY INTERVENTION IN TEHRAN MIZHT NOT
BE HELPFUL BUT WAS DEFINITELY INTERESTED IN STIRRING
UP INTERNATIONAL INTEREST IN BAHA'IS. GHADDEMI SAID
BAHA’IS HAVE SENT MANY LETTERS TO PRIME MINISTFR
BAZARGAN BUT THEY HAD REEN IGNORED. TAINGEN
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520 C { @

October 3, 1979

\\

QFFICIAL-INFORMAL

CONFIDENTIAL ()pFJ ’

Ms. Ann Swift
Political Officer
American Embassy
Tehran, Iran

Dear Ann:

Thanks -- as I leave for NYC meeting -~ for
your letter of September 23. You all have done good
work on the Baha'i question and it has enabled us to
satisfy our many callers from the Hill and within the
American Baha'i community. It is strange that the
press has paid virtually no attention and the Con-
gressional interest has seemed perfunctory -~ compared
to past experiences.

All of us here and others around the town are
deeply appreciative for the fine work POL is producing,
It has been a long time since Embassy Tehran had such
a competent political section. (Stop preening and
start sending us memcons,)

Tell your Farsi colleagues on the front lines
we stand behind them.

Sincerely,

550

Henry Precht

CONFIDENTIAL
GDS 10
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Washington, D.C. 20520

OFFICIAL-INFORMAL
CONFIDENTIAL
October 11, 1979

Ms. Ann Swift
Political Officer
American Embassy
Tehran

Dear Ann:

Henry has already answered your letter on the

Baha'is, but I want to follow-up on it with a few
lines. First of all let me echo Henry's praise
for current reporting by the political section.
I hope that you, too, will soon have a chance to
do some traveling in Iran and that the section as
a whole will take every opportunity that presents
itself for taking the political pulse of the pro-
vinces.

/ On the Baha'is, I am sending along copies of

some documents that we have received from the Baha'i
National Assembly here. The paper put out in Switzer-
land is in fact one prepared by Reverend Bob Pryor.

He carried it to Switzerland in July after discussions
with Victor and me about the subject. His role should,
of course, be kept quiet.

I note in the New Zealand Ambassador's cable that
you sent us a copy of, that Ghadimi had fully accepted
the suggestion of the New Zealand and British Ambassadors
that a coordinated and well publicized campaign of pro-
test ‘from Baha'i communities around the world could be
useful. While I do not believe that we should get into
the business of suggesting to Ghadimi what to do, we
should continue to make sure that we are fully informed
about the views and plans of the Baha'is in Iran.
Therefore, we would urge you and Victor to keep in
touch with Ghadimi. .

CONFIDENTIAL
GDS 10/11
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CONFIDENTIAL

P

As a final point, let me alert you that yesterday
the Head of the Assyrian Church had a meeting with the
Vice President. We do not have a report yet on what
transpired, but it would not surprise me if you were
asked to report on the Assyrian situation.

With the very best of regards to all of you,
Sincerely,

PR

Carl Clement
Deputy Director
Office of Iranian Affairs

Enclosure.

CONFIDENTIAL
21
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CONFIDENTTAL
¥l
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Iraj Farnoush, Recruiter, Iran Electronics
Industries

Sandra L. Mendyk, Vice Consul, Shiraz

I
DATE & PLACE: November 2, 1978, Shiraz

SUBJECT: Religious Intolerance in Iran
NISTRIBUTION: AMB/DCM INR/RNA/SOA for ORDA/SOA

POL NEA/IRN

POL/M INR/RNA

ECON

OR Amconsul SHIRAZ 3

UsIs Amconsul ISFAHAN

CONS Amconsul TABRIZ

Mr. Farnoush is one of several members of Shiraz's Jewish
community who have recently inquired about immigration to
the United States at the Consulate in Shiraz. After nine
years of study in the United States, Mr. Farnoush returned
to Iran to accept what he terms a very good job at Iran
Electronics Industries. When asked why he wishes to leave
Iran, he replied that as a member of a religious minority
the future here looks grim. He asked if there weren't
some provision of United States immigration law which
permitted members of persecuted religious groups to obtain
immigrant visas more easily than the average applicant.

lle stated Shiraz's Jewish population of approximately
10,000 is extremely nervous about recent manifestations of
religious intolerance in Iran by Moslem fundamentalists,

a group he described as volatile and unpredictable. Es-
pecially concerned are older Jews who still remember the
holocaust of the World War II period.

Mr. Farnoush noted that though religious discrimination
is less overt in Shiraz than in certain other cities in
Iran, it still exists. For example, his sister, a nurse
at Nemazi Hospital in Shiraz, has learned that a petition
is being circulated by Moslem fundamentalists demanding
Jewish and Bahai employees of the hospital be fired.

CONFIDENTIAL
23



CONFIDENTIAL

lle said some Jews here are talking of emigration to Israel,
while others are looking to the United States as a safe-
haven. He stated a substantial group, however, hasn't this
option because of binding ties in Iran. Those, for example,
whose wealth is tied up in land have found no buyers for
their properties. For them there appears no alternative
but to ride out Iran's present social and political crises
and hope for the best.

SLMendyk; slm; 11/5/78

CONFIDENTIAL
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12¢65: X3DS 1/8/85 (LAMBRA{1S, GEORGE B
PINT, IR
CT: STATUS OF MINORITY GROUPS

0 BEST OF EMBASSY’S INOWLEDIE THERE YAVE BEFN NO MORE

T SPECIFIC ATTACXS ON BARAIS OR OTHER MINORITIES

AR TO THE LOOTING ANL DESTRUCTION OF BAHAI PROPERTIES
TCCX PLACT IN SEIRAZ ON TEC 13 (TEERAN 12342). NCR HAVE
O¥NED BANAS OR SIMILAR INSTITUTIONS BEEN TARGETS OF
FIC ATTACKX AS THEY HAT 3EEN IN BEZINNING OF TROUBLES
MONTHS A50. «F HAVF BEARD NC RECENT STOQRIES 0OF

UCTION OF JEWISH SEOPS OR HOMES IN PROVINCIAL CITIES.

TVERTHEIESS, MINCRITIES HZAVE NOT BEEN EXEMPTFT FROM

3 TFEIR XNOCXS ALONG WITE OTHER PORTIONS OF FCPULATION,
OR A VARIETY CF REASCNS THEY ARE SCAREI. SCME (JEWS)
HEARD DARY TALES OF ECW BAD TFINGS WZRE BEFORE TEE

VIS. CTHERS fPAHAIS) FEAR A KHOMEINI VICTORY WILL- /
PCGROMS AIMEL AT PEOPLE LIXE THEMSEIVES. THE

TANS ARE {EEPING A LOW PROFILE SINCE EAVINS RECEIVED
ETS THREATING IFATH T¢ PECPLE WHO COOPERATE WITH

S BEGIME. ATTENDANCE AT CEURCHES HAS DROPPED CONSI-
LY. ZOROASTRIANS ARE ALSO wORRIED. ALL MINORITIES
TEF UNXNOWN IF THE SHAH LEPARTS ~- AND MOST SEE HIS
TURE EAND-WRITTEN ON THE WALL.

CCORDING TO THE UNOTFPICIAL ISRAELI MISSICN HERE, .
R~1¢,e¢¢ JEWS HAVE LEFT TET COUNTRY, LEAVING &
n1TY OF 7@,000 OR SO. SPOP CHECIS OF NIV ISSUANCE
'SGLATE 1IN EARLY NOVEMBER FCUND MINCRITY APPLICANTS
"G AT 3U-4U PERCENT OF TOTAL, WITH JEWS MAIING UP
MAJORITY CF THCSE MINCRITY APPLICANTS. THESY PER-
7ES APFEAR TO BY SUBSIDING SOMEWEAT IN JANUARY, AND
SSUMPTION IS THAT MOST OF TI0SE WHO WERE SCARED
7 BY EVENTS LEATING. UP T0 ASHURA TC GC FAVE ALREALY
AST GCTTEN TEEIR VISaS. A NUMBER OF JE¥S WITH
ESSES EERE ARE TRAVELING TO U.S. OR ELSEWHYRE TO
OUT TEE POSSIBILITIES ON THE GROUNI BUT RETURNING
ML THEIR BUSINESSES FOR THE TIME BEING. MANY OTHERS
UPSE EAVE NCWHERE TC GC ANL NOC MOVARLE WEALTE T0
ATE FLSEYHERE WITH. THEEIIR ONLY OPTION IS TO XEEP
HFADS DOWN.

Y1+ WHEN A REFRESINTATIVY CF WORLD JEWRT FRCM FRANCE

D THT AMEZASSADOR ON (UICZ FACT-FINDING TRIP A FEW
£GC, 9F FVPHASIZEL THE LESIRE CF JEWS TC STAY IN
EEPRESENTATIVES OF ISRAELI MISSION HERE, ON THE
SAND, REND TC EMPEASIZE IN THEIR CONVERSATIONS THE

.73 OF TaN3TR WHICE ARE LEADING JEWS TC EMIGRATE.

£t LOT OF JI¥S GO FIRST TQ ISRAEL A'D THIN FIND IT

CLT TC GET VISAS FCR TEE U.S. CR GO ELSIWAERE, WE

IP TEERE MIGET NOT 3% AN TILEMEINT OF PCLICY INVOLVED

CONFITENTTIAL TEHRAN 8379
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CONFIDENTIAL ' TERRAN 927!

IN TEE ISRAELI MISSION’S RELATIYE ALARMISM ABOUT THE
SITUATION HEFE. THIS IS ZSPECIALLY TRUE IF ONE COMSIDERS
TEAT MCST.OF THE JEWS WHC MANAGE TC<LEAVE ARE MIITLE-CIASS
PEOPLE WITH S{ILLS AND SOME FINANCIAL MEANS, THE TYPES OF
IMMIGRANTS ISRAEL HAS LONG REFN ATTEMPTING TO ATTRACT. _
E;D FYI SULLIVAN

B
#O379
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@UBJECT: CONTINUING CONCERN FOR SAFETY OF IRANIAN JEWS

€0) ENTIRE TEXT'

L: .GROUP OF IRANIAN-AMERICAN JEWS CALLED TODAY ON HEA/IRN

G DISCUSS STEPS THAT WE MIGHT TAKE TO ASSIST IRANIAN JEWS.
€Y IMMEDIATELY AGREED WITH US THAT ANY PUBLIC MOVES

QOULD HAVE THE COUNTEREFFECT OF JEOPARDIZING THE WELL BEING

OF THE COMMUNITY IN IRAN. WE ASSURED VISITORS THAT WE WERE

KAEPING STATUS OF IRANIAN JEWS UNDER CONTINUING REVIEW AND

INAT EMBASSY WAS REPORTING FREQUENTLY. WE GAVE THE# A

BRILF RUNDOWN ON LARGE NUMBERS OF JEWS WHO WERE REC"IVING

VISAS.

« WE PROMISED TO RAISE WITH THE EMBASSY TWO STEPS THAT IT
QGHT CONSIDER IN ISSUANCE OF VISAS. FIRST, WE AGREED
IMAT UNLESS EMBASSY OBJECTED I-20 FORMS COULD BE SENT TO
INE CONSULATE DIRECTLY TO CONGEN GOELZ OR VIA NEA/IRN,
CONSULATE WOQULD MAINTAIN THESE PAPERS ON FILE UNTIL APPLI-
CANTS CALLED. SECONDLY, WE SAID WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT
MBASSY CONSIDER NOTATIONS IT MADE ON VISAS WHICH I& EFFECT
MECLUDE VISITORS FROM CHANGING THEIR STATUS (FOR EXAMPLE,
JEWISH STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE A B-2 VISA WITH A NOTATION THAT
#YAIUS CANNOT BE CHANGED FIND IT DIFFICULT TO CONTINUE THEIR
\"UDIES HERE AND AT THE SAME TIME FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO
RETURN TO IRAN). WE ARE REPORTING THIS CONVERSATION
YITHOUT ANY INTENTION OF INTERFERING WITH VISA OPERATIONS.
SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT THE EMBASSY REVIEW ITS OPERA-
JONS TO ASSURE THAT THE CONCERN OF JEWISH GROUPS FOR THE
FETY OF THEIR COMMUNITY IS APPROPRIATELY REFLECTED IN:
ASSY REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES.

» IN ADDITION, WE ARE WORKING WITH INS WITH A VIEW TO
TAINING FOR IRANIANS THE SAME KIND OF LIBERALIZED

OCEDURES” THAT WERE IN EFFECT FOR LEBANESE DURING THAT
I815.  VANCE
L { CONFIDENTIAL ;
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TAGS3 SHUM, IR ’
SBJCT:  STATUS OF JEWISH COMMUNITY (C) ENTIRE TEXT

1o PROMINENT MEMBER OF LOS ANGELES JEWISH COMMUNITY,

OSIAS G. GOREN, HAS CALLED ASSISTANT SECRETARY DERIAN ABOUT
FORMER'S UNDERSTANDING OF RAPIDLY DETERIORATING STATUS OF
TEHRAN JEWISH COMMUNITY., LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY HAS REPORT
BY TELEPHONE FROM TEHRAN, FOLLOWING ELGHANIAN EXECUTION,
THAT MANY MEMBERS OF TEHRAN JEWISH COMMUNITY BEING PICKED
UP AND ENTIRE COMMUNITY IS IN DANGER. APPEAL TO ASSISTANT
SECRETARY WAS FOR IMMEDIATE USG ACTION,

2, IN LATER CONVERSATION, GOREN TOLD DEPOFF HE COULD NOT
DISCLOSE NAME OF THE TEHRAN JEW WHO HAD REPORTED THE MANY
ARRESTS SINCE ELGHANIAN EXECUTION, GOREN DID SAY HE
WOULD HAVE FURTHER TELEPHONE CONTACTS WITH THE TEHRAN
SOURCE AND IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF LATTER COULD CONTACT
SOMEONE IN EMBASSY. DEPOFF GAVE NAME OF JOHN STEMPEL.

3. PENDING ANY CONTACT BETWEEN STEMPEL AND UNNAMED TEHRAN
SOURCE OF THESE REPORTS, APPRECIATE IMMEDIATE REPORI ON

JEWISH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTS FOLLOWING ELGHANIAN EXECU-
TION, FOLLOWING IS LIST OF JEWS SAID TO BE IN DETENIIQﬂs

== KHALIL NAHAI = BUSINESSMAN

-~ MORAD DANIEL-POUR -~ NEPHEW OF LOTFALLAK HAY, EX-MAJLIS
MEMBER

== MR, COHEN -CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
WOLLEL BONEH, ISRAELI FIRM

=~ YUSSUF COHEN
-~ KHANBABA SHIRAZI
-- PARVIZ HAY - BELIEVED TO BE PERSON IN GREATEST DANGER

-=- ALBERT DANIELPOUR

== RON HABIB (SPELL ING)

~- MR. KUKENOUR (SPELLING)
-- MR, ARGAIE (SPELLING)

4, HAVE ADDITIONAL PERSONS BEEN ARRESTED SINCE ELGHANIAN

EXECUTION? ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT NEW DEVELOPMENTS INVOLV-
ING OTHER RELIGIOUS MINORITIES? WHAT 1S REACTION OF PGOI

TO0 FOREIGN OUTCRY OVER ELGHANIAN EXECUTION?

5. WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESS, AND THE
PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF INTENSE CONCERN ABOUT STATUs OF
IRANIAN JEWISH CONMUNITY, PLEASE SLUG REPLY FOR WHITE
HOUSE AND D.  VANCE
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", SEUM, IR
fonIrCT: IRANIAN JEWS . éi)
-

f, {C - ENTIRE TEXT)

’ ¥E WOULD APPRFCIATE TMBASSY’S ERST INFORMATION OR
6'!6? ON FOLLOWING QUFSTIONS WEICH KAVE BEEN RAISED BY A

C¥Y MEMBER OF CONGRESS,

v S5TATUS OF YUSSUF COHEN., IT IS QUR UNDERSTANDING THAT
OREN IS A PORMER MAJLIS MEMBER WRO IS PRESENTLY UNDER
FRRMTION, WE KAVE ASYED IQANIAN EMBASSY HERE; THRY WEIR
MABLE TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION AFTER CONTACT WITF TEE

RRIGN MINISTRY, JF HE 1S UNDER DETENTION, WHAT ARE THE
EPAROES ACAINST PIM AND WHEN WAS FE DETAINED?

9, ART THERE ANY GENERAL On SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS WEICH
YLr PREVENT RELATIVES OF HABIE ELGHANIAN FROM LEAVING
#%7 SPECIFICALLY WE HAVE BEEN ASKED ABOUT HIS 8ON,
RIDOUN,~AND DAUGETER IN LAY ELIANI, AND NEPFWV

'lIIFIRZ. WE YOULD ALSQO APPRECIATE EMBASSY 8

OMMENDATIONS WEETHER A LETTER FROM MEMBER OF CONGRESS
ING THAT THEY BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE IRAN WoULD BE
RFUL, ONE SUGGESTION IS THAT LETTER BE ADDRESSED T0

UROMRINI AND CONTAIN GENERAL PLRA ON BEHALF OF IRANIAN

et

:. ¥F ARE PARTICULARLY GRATEFUL FOR EXCELLENT EMBASSY
‘ifﬁl?lNG ON STATUS OF IRANIAN JEWS, JE?IQH LEABLRS

“EMBERS OF CONGRESS HAVE BEEN ESPECIALLY
¥0 TAFM, PLTASE CONTINUE TO REPORT IN FULL DETAIL. VANCE

PPRE-
t FOR INFORMATION VEICH WE EHAVE REGUL&RL! CONVEYED
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be (€' TIRE TTYXT), N !/ vis

®, v UAUL MAD SEVER AL CONVERGATIONS WITH ISRATLI
BTG AROPT CITUATION OF 4708 1IN mm, UL OF WHIcH
Bogretp THAT THE GOI HAS VERY LINMITED J#FORMATION, . NG
N 19 NRMATINN T8 SLING OBTAINED FROYM IRAVELLTRE, 5
W or TN COUNTRY DIFLOMATS, AND TUZN- ROV TELFPHONE s ¢
o0 o oM IR AN, YT TUFRYTHING THEY ARE REL‘FIUIHG
#: 03 T RE EXTRM‘LY TKETCHY,

1, AMAROY AMIT, DEPUTY DIRTCTOR GRENERAL OF THE
CRsInTRY OF ARSORPTION, TOLD US THAT H!S ™INISTRY
SR QTOALLY KO TNFORMATION ON THE CURRIMT SITUATION
e eas TR JFWS, ENTY RAFAFL KOTLOWITZ, HEAD OF THE
WLCST IO AN ARSORPT IOM DEPARTMENT OF THE JEWISH
61 ey, AN YORAM SHANY, OF THT WFA®S MIDDLT FAST
P15 10N, 'AID THREY YERF VERY wCRRTRD, AS WS THE
AP TP IR EITY TN IRAN TTSELF.  WOTLOWITY SATD THAT
¥ ONA T AFRAID THAT THE FLGHAMIAY FXILUTION YAS NOT AN
YD AL CASE AND THAT OTHER J3p& ARS BRRETMG HELD AS
W TANDe  USMANT, WHO SPENT_TWO.YEARS AT TWI 1 ng*'J .
PN 10 TEUP AN AFD RETUREED HIpE prouT 51X nONT
Aoy RID THAT HE FERED NOT 80 MUCH FUTHER EanvtILns
A0 A CERTRAL NETERIOPATION OF THE POSITION OF THE.
ST COMMENTTY,  GRAND SAID THAT, ALTHOUGH THE SITuA- R
LE OF THE JE¥S IN IRAN WAS OUTWARDLY COMFORTARLE
ANCROTHR SHAF, THERE WAS AN DISDERLYTHE RESTNTMONT,
. ESPECIALLY APZCNG TH: POCR AND RURAL
srengs, WHFICH DUDER THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES COULD

VP anT TATA st AT AATS ARATMNET LITWE. . . o

51




4, UOTH O ACRERD THAAT 2042 NOT €8 THY PLACK LIST (WHICH
‘£ ARARD HAS £S MANY A5 §,230 BAMES, J7WS AMD NON-
RE AZLT TO LEAVS IRAN, BUT KOTLGWITZ HOTED
Al AUEHABE OF 25 A DAY iy ARRIVIKS
RESIDENT UR TGLURTST VISiS.
LEaet LTS MAD zV‘W RETURMED TO IRAK FRLM -ITRATL TO LOSK
AFT-. THEIR PERCCHAL ZCONOMIC INTERSSTS,  SHawl
cST o TED THE KUMSFR Oi JIWISH PRISORERS IN IRaM

#ORE THaAN TLu, “tT RUMORS FPUT THE NUMBER T
SURE BETWELK FOUR »~ND TWO HumDR ED.

A SLILOWITR il! GHa o ALTROLCH Gk LR Y S PO AR, o
IRA "N JEWISH LEapvR (UNRAMED) F' s B B & e
S10 . OF INDIGNATIng FuuM OUTSID RAvIaN IR
BENT OF JFWS A%ND OTHEN l:“ORlTI: €, 3 2L OTHERS HAVE
WME D KESIRVE FOR THT TIME EFING. KSTLCGUITZ HIMSELF

Favir.D PROTISTS AGALILST THE GowERaAL C38DUCT GF THE
IRANIAY COVERNSENT, 1., SURNARY TRIALS cad EXECUTIONS,

WITn T CITING !ADIVIGUEAL CATES.  SHAET THOUGHT THAT
CRITICLISM Y wEsTEINERT WHO WERE nOT FORWERLY SUPPORTERS
OF T".. SHAH, £S5 WELL A~ PRESS CRITICIEM, HAS A FAVORASLE
CumiLATIVE JwPACT oM THE IRAWIAW RIGIFL., CRITICISK
SH0:;L" BZ BASED OF CURNENT DEVELOFMENTS anD THEL SITUATION
SHu' L SE REVIEW:D PIFTODICALLY.

te  ACH OF OUK IPSTERL:;TUTORS. EMPHASIZED GOI"S LACK OF

I&F ATION AID EXFRESTED THE DESIRE TO CONIINUE EXCHANGE
OF UnUORMATIOR I THE FUTURE. LEWIS -
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1. {0 = LNTIOY TRKri RWPORTING MAS3ACE’
FUMMARY:  POL ConwS MWD WITE 232HD Sulir it AnD TON

CouED JUNS 1 AND malLED WITH IM QUESTIONS IN WIFTEL.
rno ZUMMARY.

iwg TUAT CulY
talw TN TRAM.
AT THEY HAwY RPN UNARLE
JULD NOT COMNFIAM THAT
HGT HAD DIRECT CON-
' qr IS SURE TuaAv
2% 3£ 4AD RuUs
2 TAYS TARLIER
;o Pa38ED 1[” Bt nI":oJT HYEN
CTING HIM VEAS W1 e NEE PEE CTROUM-
N i WOULD =T .IF!I“' [ACTING Um
DR ' w218 AnY WIFFETS PRECIST SITULATION,
R 3rID SHAT JF OND HIS FATIAR wOULD TRY T ESTARLIAH
Sor. fIND QF INDIRWCT CONTACT., THE BLGHANIANS APPARRNTLY
; “RNE 70 MOVE AREGURD, AND 2T SA00747S OPTNED THAT
. ¢ HERF PROLaAGLY IN NO IMMEDIATE DaNGER.

-, BALED SEOOF
LaNTANCS I
LSO SAID YAl ®
C¥T EXIT
i L

> ITe

AT §.0D THAT K
BjY FEMTLY M
BPLISVES

wt¥N ASEL WHAY LELP THY USS OR pqxv«r AMERICAY
CUZYNS MIGHT aE &0 LE TO PROV TABST SHOCPAY
S 4 CLIPEING 0f  STORY Y LGYLE MEMANDS 04 T
CATION OF 18ANTA: J=wS (THE CLIFPFING WAS UNDATED
S POL COUNS FYLIEVS IT WAS A1QUT Twd 4X¥S OLD).
© SSO0RY, n% SAID wITH CONSIDERANLY EMOTION, WAS (HE
;ST SCET OF THINS THAT WELL-INTENYTIONED HUISIME! :
4.7 DO YOR THAE JXvISE COMMUNITY. IT CITuD WAEBR] SKOOQFAT
AMP AND i NTION.Z SEYERAL OTHER IRANTAN JEWS AS
. BOTH SUCOFATS WERE SMPEATIC THAT ANYTRING THAT
23 ATTEHTION TC J9w3, 210474 INDIVILUALLY OF% COLLYC-
. -LY, EAS Te® POT:ITIAL FOR JUST MAYTIND YRITE STTUA-
T WOBST,  THY ASSISTANSE IRANIAN JE¥S NeBED DOSE NOT
PUBLICITY, <OL COUSS ASLEL SHOOFATS FOR 1UETE
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BEIT NP TR U5, COULD
HE THOSE

t. RAhEI Sﬂp"AT SALD THAT I
S ‘ANIA‘ JiwS WOULL BE VITAS IN Ci5:3 %
N3 [LAN WANT tG 30 To AT 5 PR
THAT A TPUOLLEM APPLARS TO “ﬁ" e ETOPED IN

FHY MANY IRKMIAN JEWS VAVE BRIN SO0 PO AVPLY.

1557, JEWS ZHCOUNTIRED LITILY DIFFICULTY TN Gut
v SIMPATEEPIC UWZARIND, 2YP TURING T+ LAST Maw

ot ol OF APPLICANTS BAD BESH TUENED DOWN FOS REASCH
P o7 wER® NOT GLIAR T I, S3Ma 3¢ PUESE 2r0PLE Mava
« SIRANDED IN ROMU FOR NZABLY A MOuid., D31 COUNS
CLATNSD T .S, POLICY OF SIVING A MPATEETIC
Y GROUF AFPLICAYNTS, 3UT Plaasy :
S MULT wORs WITHIN T
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i POL C“UN, ‘18 HRANT Paw SAMK S&JLY ”*UV
AkL ZOURCES OVEL f+F FAS . Twl DRy
NP R 33 SHCOPiE ATCED 1 11 MIsHS
SR UM CIND OF NOUIFICATION 10 . A4 POSTS WUERE
(VN A k S JOING TO AEPLY PO? VISAS KUGARDING
Tl PROT If Tikan, FOLCTUNS

OTICT sAb IN FACHY
4 BE T2 5.E 1P IT #Mlsat
T SALG TJIAT MENTION DN S00%
STTIRG HE PAS BLEN FROYVIDING
PFlﬂ\HILY POR THE PUYLFOSE
THNY GIVE THE

SdISE, AND RzlUEST
IR YINAL LYSTINA-

POSSLELE To PUT

2Ly

AEACH

o
3

o nAFEL OSHOOSAT COGULD OSPum LITILE YSLP [N IDLNTIFYIAG
S VHD A CLIRENIIY UNDER AAREYT OTHEIN 4K PARVIZ

(¢ -~ RZIZY Y81 AND ALSPRI DENIRLPOUR. 2 M TIONED
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COUNTFIDINTI &L THERAN 85481

Miiut BE BRING DETAINED BUT COULD NOT CONFIRM 1P, A
HU#.2R QF QTHERS INCLUDING A MR. MALAMET WERE WANTED,

BUT APPARENMLY KAD F7.UDED ARPAST SO TAK, THEY MAY BAVT
kVek GOTTZN OUT OF IRAN. HE SAID THAT THERY HAD PEIN NO
RECUNT. ARKESTS THAT 4¥ WAS AWAKE OF. DAVID SHOOFAT SAID
THAL PARVIZ HAL IS YOUNG (ABOUT 25) AND T0 THE .BEST OF HIS
KNOYLEDGE THE ONLY MIMBER OF HIS FAMILY STILL IN IRAN.

HE SAID. THA® YOUNG KAl IS SLIGHTLY RITARDED AND PROBABLY
E4S LITTLE MUNDERSTANDING OF Wit HE IS CHARGED WITH.
RSIr2 FROM HE AND DANIZLFOUR, T4Y OTHER JEWS EITRYR UNDER
“ST OR BEING SOUGHT ARE CHARIED WITH ECONOMIC SRIMES

R THAN EEING ISnAXLI AGEUWNTS, AS IN TEXL CASE 07 TH:
RTWO MEN. BOTH SHOOFATS SAID THAT IT IS DIFFICULT
76 KOW tﬂ@ SITUATION OUTSIDE TEHRRAK, .

€. RABBYI SHOOFAT’S ISTIMATE OF THE WUYBER OF JEwS #HC
HAVY DEPARTED IRAN IS CONSIDERABLY LOWER THAN OUR RSTIMATE
? 29,020 70 23,20, HE THOUGHT IT MIGKT HE KD HIGHER
THah 19,208, ALTHOUGH AGAIN, BB SAID, IT IS DIFPPICULT 19
SNUW HOW MANY MIGHT BAVE LEFY FROM JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN
PROVINCIAL CITIES. ’ .

5. [N SUM, THE SHOOFATS® PRIMARY MESSAGE WAS THAT THERE
ARY SOME WAYS THE U.S. CAN HILP IRANIAN JEWS PUT THAT A
PULLICITY CAMPAISN, WHETHPR IN THE PAESS OR IN TRE U.S.

~- ~- =

~

rup

=

<

= -
MENTING OFFICE: 1878-288.344

3 -
. =
——— G S W S S S S T S S—— TE S— S t—— w——
b dd
o~

J§l CONGHESS, WAS NOT TEE WAY T0 DO IT. NAAS
H f
-‘Sl FEIEN
£ -
I CONIS I DENTI &L TEERAN 25681
"
|
o]
C
|
|
|
|
|
|
:hl
b
‘I
o
|
4/ o
' i
1)
o]
|

36




f o ESBRIZNAAGRA
il
YO WBPEY JTL2BLE

KC 72h
14T JUN Vs ()
CITATE 4ASEC : _tot
ALW/AMEMEASSY T.0HaN IMMEDIAYL 3079
CILALO/AMEMESSSY A0ME ITMMEDIATE 984s CHe
- Ecow
RF
, o Chfev
S, TR
g QoS

f1 CONGHESSIONAL CONSULTATIONS ON IRANIAN JZWS

¢I D ELTI AL ®0aps 158767
1465 GDS 6/e0/50 (FEECKT, HENAY)

WIATE 156441

- IKTIKE TEXT). ‘
JOEES MED A5 SCHZDULED ON JUNT 12 41TH CONCHZSSMAN

AND BIS GXOUP #ND ON JUNE 1G YITH SOMG&LSSH
2N, AGD GIL4AK. IN BOTE MEETINGS 42 PERSINTED

A T+vI40 ON STaTUS OF JSwS IN IMAk, DXAWIRG ON

Y ARBCHTING. I© WES ABIRED wI¥d MIETINGL WoULD BE
© ©+3b PRIVATE AL OFP=Pii-RiCOuD. ALTSOTLH T4 POSSI-

RESCLUPION ON THE CONDITION OF IRAWTAM

ol DISCJ ‘e 15 dAS ONR IMPARSSTON TEAT THERL JAS
CRAGNT AT TATS PIME PO FUSH FOAWAR: 50CE 4 HLIOLU-
CONuS\,JH“ﬂ M BERSTOUN THE WECAUIVE EVFECT SUCH
'UAIuﬂ COMLD _Bavs ON. T”* SOBDELICH OF . l»AN}ANjJahS.
voNE WAS “"C“ DI»(UBSIO O! QJESTIONh EELATING O
Jx JIWS AhD OxiEi MIND !1[15. WE INFORMED "CON-
v OF BMRASSTCS PLad T RESUME NIV ORPERAYLIONS LATER
FrER ANL THEY . PREARED IN"*“E"?EQ THAT JF PUEH
An TO PRE EXYENT PRSCTICAL TH QUL VISA PPOGHAM. THERE
L0 CONSY:SRAGLY DISCUSSIOn OF IB3UA:CE O¥ VISAS FOR
iaS IN HOME axD & FAPLAINED ToAT WE WERE ATU2METING -
CNTTEY ROMDY VEos ODEFICER FOR TEAT ﬂﬂ!h?bY.

ON SONVITION OF JEwS UAS BRER -~
SL(45 U5 YO EED enlERS OF COVGRESS
Th b vo {o0A CONUINUING TO
e "‘:'v.'ll )(, v 0 '\Y""{f '+ IL&——“A-
‘.<F77Tq\fﬁﬂnzl e XU TSR TONE TGT FAT
£l 15 4Valbas L On DRPAATORES OF
NP AL nATY OF UEALRT B
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INY ¢CoCCC 224 CLASS: CONFIDTNTIAL
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70 RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 2493 DRP?D: POL:VLTOMSET
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BT DISTR: POL-3 CHS EC
CONFIDENTIATL TERRAN 27034/1 ICA RP CHRON

E.,0. 12065: GDS 7/6/85 (TOMSETH, V.L.) OR-P
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, SOCI, IR, EFIN
SUBJECT: IRANIAN JEVWS AND ECONOMIC MATTERS

1. (¢ - ENTIRE TEXT.)

2. SUMMARY: THE POLLOWING INPORMATION WAS DERIVED FROM
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN EMBOFFS SXUD AND RICHARDSON AND A
INOMBER OF JEWISH (AND IN ONE INSTANCE AN ARMENIAN) BUSINESS-
SMEN. THESE CONVERSATIONS REFLECT THE CONTINUING CONGERN OF
s IRANIAN JEWS AND ALSO PROVIDE INSIGHTS TO CERTAIN ECONOMIC
gPHENOHENA IN TODAY'S IRAN. END SUMMARY.

;3. ONE JEWISH CARPET MERCHANT SKUD TALKED TO JUNE 29 COM—-
SPLAINED ABOUT YHE SITUATION AS IT APFECTS NIS COMMUNITY AND
EMADE A FEW RODE REMARKS ABOUT RHOMEINI. HE WANTED TO KNOW
:UHEN THE EMBASSY’S VISA SECTION WOULD REOPEN. WHEN HE WAS
§TOLT THAT IT WOULD BE AWHILE YET, HE ASKED IF HE COULD
oAPPLY FOR A VISA IN EUROPE AND WHAT HIS CHANCES WOULD BE 4
=0F GETTING ONE IF HE DID. k
4, ANOTHER JEWISH CARPET MERCHANT TOLD SKUD TO HURRY BACK

NEXT WEEK IF HE WwAS SERIOUS ABOUT BUYING SOMETHING BECAUSE

HE WOULD BE LEAVING FOR CALIFORNIA WITHIN TWO WEEXS. HE

ALSO SAID THAT, WHEILE PRICES FOR TRIBAL CARPETS WERE

DECLINING, THE PRICES FOR THE FINER SILZ CARPETS HAD

INCREASED SHARPLY. THE APPARENT REASON FOR THIS WAS THAT )
THE CARPETS COULD BEX USED AS A MEANS OF EXPATRIATING

CAPITAL IN CONTRAVENTION OF RESTRICTIVE FOREIGN EXCHANGE ]
CONTROLS. !

5. SKUD ALSO TALKED TO A JEWISH MONEY CHANGER. THE BUYING
RATE POR DOLLARS THAT DAY HAD REACHED A NEW HIGH OF 120

RIALS. THE MONEY CHANGER SAID THAT HE HAD A DAUGHTER IN

ISRAEL AND TWO SCROOL-AGED SONS IN ALAMENDA, CALIFORNIA.

HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM AN EARLY MORNING VISIT TO THE

TELEPEONE OFFICE T0 CALL HIS DAUGHTER. HE SAID IT ¥WAS NO ;
LONGER POSSIBLE T0 CALL ISRAEL FROM PRIVATE PHONES. HE g
HAD ENCOUNTERED NO DIFFICULTIES AT THE TELEPHONE OFFICE,

BUT HAL BEEN REQUESTED TO SPEAX IN FARSI-—~NOT ENGLISE OR

HEBEEW (PRESUMABLY TO MAKE THE WORK OF ISLAMIC EAVES-

DROPPERS EASIER).

6. THE MONEY CHANGER PROUDLY DISPLAYED A COPY OP AN ’
ALAMEDA PAPER FEATURING A FRONT PAGE STORY aBOUT HIS TWO k
SONS, AGES 13 AND 17 WHO WERE “SEEKING REFUGE FROM A

TRCUBLED IRAN.” AS SOON AS HE CAN SETTLE HIS AFPAIRS IN

IRANG) HE TOLD 5£0UD, HE, HIS WIFE AND REMAINING DAUGHTER

PLAM FO VISIT ISRAEL AND THEN MOVE ON TO THE U.S. T0
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)
SETTLE.

?. DURING THE CCURST OF S{UD’S CONVERSATION WITH THE
MONEY CHANGER, AN ARMENIAN ACQUAINTANCE CONNECTED WITH

THE BANK OF IRAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST DROPPED IN TO SAY
HELLO. DISCUSSION TURNED TO THE SKYROCKETING VALUE OF

THE DOLLAR. THE ARMENIAN’S WIFE (RESIDENT IN THE 0.S.)
HAD ASKED HIM 70 WITHDRAW HER RIAL DEPOSITS, BUT EXCHANGE
RESTRICTIONS ANL THE HIGH FREE MARKET RATE HAD SO FAR PRE-
VENTED HIM FROM CONVERTING HER RIALS TO DOLLARS.

8., HE SAID THE BANKS HAD BEEN DELUGED BY PEOPLE SEEKING

TO BUY FOREIGN CURRENCY. REGULATIONS LIMITED SALES FOR
NON-COMMERCIAL PUGRPOSES TO $3,800.08, AND ONLY PERSONS
HOLTING VALIL PASSPORTS, EXIT STAMPS AND AIRLINE TICKETS
WERE ELIGIBLE TO BUY. NOT ALL PURCHASERS WERE BONA FIDE
TRAVELERS, HOWEVER. THE DIFFERENCE IN THE OFFICIAL SELLING
SRATE (72.62 RIALS) AND THE FREE MARYET BUYING RATE (120
SRIALS) ENCOURAGED BRIBES PO BANX EMPLOYEES T0 NEGLECT TO
<STAMP PASSPORTS OF BXCHANGE PURCHASERS, THUS ENABLING THEM
270 WORE THE SCAM AGAIN. THE BANK OFFICIAL SAID THAT THE
YPOSSIBILIPY OF CLOSING THE FREE MARKET DOWN HAD BEEN DIS—
SCUSSED (RUMORS TO THIS EFFECT SUBSEQUENTLY DROVE THE PRICE
$OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE ON THE FREE MARTET DOWN SOMEWHAT), BUT
£ADDED THAT NO ACTION HAD YET BEEN TAKEN. THE MONEY CHANGER
lOPINED TEAT THE PGOI WAS ALLOWING THE RACKET 70 GO0 ON TO
ZKEEP PEOPLE OFF THE STREETS.

°9. THE BANK OFFICIAL BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THE RECENT BANK
SNATIONALIZATION. HE SAID THERE SHOULD NO LONGER BE ANY
REAL COMPETITION AND THEE ATTITUDE TOWARD CUSTOMERS WOULD
CONSEQUENTLY CHANGE. 1IN THE PAST, HE SAID, BANK EMPLOYEES
HAD BEEN POLITE T0 THE PUBLIC AND THE BANKS OFFERED
COMPETITIVE TERMS TO ATTRACT BUSINESS. HE DID NOT EXPECT
THIS TO CONTINUE TO BE THE CASE.

1. A JEWISH ACQUAINTANCE OF RICHARDSON’S, A MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE CARPET EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION
(PROTECYT), RECENTLY TOLD HIM PTHAT MEMBERSHIP CURRENTLY
CONSISTED OF FIVE JEWS, ONE ABRMENIAN AND 19 MUSLIMS. THESE

. PEOPLE HAD BEEN ELECTED BY THE MEMBERSHIP AT THE LAST

3T

#7034 _
. . TCUNFTDERYTIL” - CT U TRREREN YREL7ET

GENERAL ELECTION (WHICH IS HELD ONCE EVERY THREE YEARS).
NOT LONG AGO, HOWEVER, A PETITION WAS SUBMITTED TO THE
CEAMBER OF COMMERCE COMPLAINING THAT WHEREAS ONE JEW IS
SUFFICIENT FOR PARLIAMENT, THERT ARE FIVE ON THE EXPORTERS
BOARD., AS A RESULT, NEW ELECTIONS ARE TO BE CALLED, AND
RICEARDSON’S CCNTACT EXPECTS JE¥ISH REPRESENTATION TO FALL
%g A SINGLE MEMBER. LAINGEN

#7034
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US SORE DATAILS ON SGCUATDI’S JULY 12 VISIT TO OSLO
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LVALBARD, WORDLT SAID T4F SITUATION IN THE NORTH
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1, (C '~ BNTIRE T2XT)

DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES EMBASSY’S CANDID VIEWS ON

“ SITUATION IN IRAN, DEPARTMENT CANNOT AGRRE, HOVEVER,
WITH EMBASSY SUGGESTION THAT POLICY ENUNCIATED IN STATE
35557 BR RESCINDED IMMEDIATELY. THAT POLICY WAS CARE-
FULLY FORMULATED AND BASED ON PRECEDEN?S SET BY POLICIES
APPLIED IN REGARD TO APPLICANTS FROM OTEER TROUBLED AREAS,
SUCH AS LEBANON. AS THE EMBASSY IS AWARE, TEE POLICY
HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND REAFFIRMED SEVERAL TIMES. VWE PLAN
T0 REVIEW THE POLICY AGAIN IN OCTOBER AND VILL TAKE
EMBASSY’S YIEWS INTO ACCOUNT.

3. IT SHOULD BE KEPT IN MIND THAT THE UNDERLYING BASIS
FOR THE POLICY RAS RELEVANCE NOT ONLY TO BONA' FIDES OF
VISA APPLICANTS, BUT ALSO 0 THE STATUS OF IRANIANS
ALREADY IN THE UNITED STATES., AT TEE DEPARTMENT’S
REQUES?T, CURRENT INS INSTRUCTIONS CALL FOR BLANKBT
EXTENSIONS OF IRANIAN STAYS IN THE U.S. UNTIL JUNE 1,
1980, THE KEXT POLICY REVIEW WILL CONSIDER WHAT PARALLEL
ADJUSTMENTS SHOULD BE MADE IN STATE AND INS POLICIES, -
IN TER CASE OF MINORITY GROUP MEMBERS, THE DEPARTMEN?’S
POSITION IS THAT A DEFINITIVE TRACK RRCORD CONCERNING
THEIR TREATMENT HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED YE?T. -

.- DEPARTMENT REMAINS CONVINCED TEAT CONDITIONS IN IRAN
ARE OF SUCE A NATURE AS T0 JUSTIFY TEE CONTINUATION OF
TEE CURRENT NIV POLICY FOR THE TIME BEING. THIS IS
CERTAINLY TEE PERCEPTION OF THE PUBLIC IN THE U.S.,

BASEN) ON MEDIA REPORTS OF CAPRICIOUS JUSTICE AND

SUMNARY EXECUTIONS. WEILE WHAT PASSES YPOR PUBLIC ORDER

AND SECURITY AND A SYSTBM OF JUSTICE IN THE IRAN OF
TODAY MAY HAVE COME TO SEEM AS NORMAL PROM EMBASSY’S
VANTAGE POINT, WE WOULD EOPE THAT THIS IS NOT THE CASE
AND TEAT CONDITIONS #ILL STABILIZE WITH TIME.  VANCE

”
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SUBJECT: IRANIAN NIV APPLICATIONS BY MINORITIES

REFS: A. TEHRAN #8861, B. STATE ©35357

1. SUMMARYs CONSULAR OFFICER WAS APPROACHED SEP 19
BY REPRESENTATIVE OF JEWISH IRANIAN COMMUNITY IN MILAN
WHO ASKED IF SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO
FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS REGARDING HANDLING OF IRANIAN
NIV APPLICATIONS OF JEWISH AND OTHER MINORITIES.

END SUMMARY.

2. ON SEP 1B, MANOUTCHEHR KASHANIAN, LEADER OF 4
MILAN®S LARGE IRANIAN JEWISH COLONY, VISITED CONSULATE
GENERAL TO INQUIRE IF WE HAD RECEIVED SPECIAL

INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEPT REGARDING NIV APPLICA=-

TIONS FOR IRANJAN MINORITIES, ESPECIALLY FOR

STUDENTS, REFERRING TO THE WORSENING POLITICAL

SITUATION IN IRAN, KASHANIAN SAID HE HAD JUST SPOKEN TO THE
HEAD RABBI IN TEHRAN, YEDIDIA, WHO TOLD HIM THAT

IRANIAN MINORITY APPLICANTS SEEKING ENTRANCE TO

THE US WOULD BE GIVEN "SPECIAL TREATMENT" UNTIL

JUNE 1988, WHEN THEY APPLY AT US EMBASSIES AND

CONSWLATES FOR VISAS,.

42




$. KASHANIAN ADDED THAT HE ALSO DISCUSSED WITH
MnIDIA, ON SEP 13, HOW TO PROCESS A LARGE GROUP
OF APPROX. 1,070@ IRANIANS WHO WILL

Q0ON BE LEAVING THAT COUNTRY TO APPLY TO LONG-TERM
WUDIES IN THE US, HE SAID THAT IRANIAN RABBI

MAD DECIDED TO SEND HALF OF THE GROUP TO LONDON FOR
MOCESSING AND THE OTHER HALF TO ROME SINCE THERE
WYRE NOT "ADEQUATE FACILITIES IN ITALY TO HANDLE
IHF WHOLE GROUP™.

4, CONSULATE HAS TURNED DOWN A NUMBER OF IRANIAN
WV APPLICANTS UNDER SECTION 214 (B) OF THE ACT IN
M CENT DAYSe WHILE MANY OF THE REFUSED APPLICANTS
wAl) PROPER DOCUMENTATION FOR ADMITTANCE TO US
4CHOLLS, AND ADEQUATE FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO COVER
€TSS OF STUDIES, THEY CLEARLY HAD NO INTENTION OF
BITURNING TO IRAN UNTIL CONDITIONS STABILIZED IN
TnAT COUNTRY, -

%, ACTION REQUESTED: CONSULATE NEEDS DEPT"S
@ IDANCE IMMEDIATELY ON HOW TO RESPOND TO
XACHANIAN'S INQUIRY AROUT SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ON
IRANIAN MINORITIES WHO APPLY AT THIS POST FOR
KTUDENT OR TOURIST VISAS TO THE US AND WHO ARE
woT ABLE TO DENMONSTRATE THEIR INTENTION TO RETURN
1o IRAN IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

HARWOOD

11393
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