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In the name of Allah 

the Compassionate, the Merciful 

In the series of books entitled "U.S. Intervention in Iran" and specially "The Moderates", 

the policy of the U.S. against the Revolution and its leadership is quite evident. The 

following is the important excerpt of the cocuments published in the book No. 55, which 

illustrates how the issue of Shariatmadari and people related to him was being conducted. 

"/(chief of C.l.A station, Tehran) would say, unit/ the military recovers, and that is a process 
we can do almost nothing to affect, what we can do, and, I am now working on, is to identify and 

prepare to support the potential leader of a coalition of westernized political liberals, moderate 

religiousflgures, and (when they begin to emerge) western - oriented military leaders. The most 

likely catalyst for such a coalition is Ayatollah Shariatmadary." 
In response the headquarter of CIA emphasizes that "our political action goal in Iran would 

be to promote a government favourable to U.S. interests. To give consideration to 
Shariatmadary' s party as one means of achieving our goal, we must determine its strength and 

depJh." 
"This goal can probably best be attained through the establishment of a moderate popularly 

supported government which is either led or has the blessing of, the religious community and has 

the strength to maintain law and order." 
With this preface, it becomes clear that, while the U.S. has faced an unexpected defeat in 

its first attempt and by doing all its efforts and behind the scene manipulation, failed to keep 

the Shah in power, acted cautiously in connection with the Revolution, and while being 

regarded as number one suspect and the major threat to the Revolution, shall make every 

possible effort to refurbish an rehabilitate the lost leverages. 
' The documents presented in this series indicate that after the victory of Islamic 

Revolution, those elements who favoured restoration of closer relations with the U.S. 

officials in every possible way and insisted on the U.S. support for overthrowing the Islamic 

Republic, where often faced the same and the chiche answer that ''The U.S. does not intend to 

interfere in the internal policy of Iran." 
The reason was because such elements often lacked the important and basic 

characteristics required by the U.S .. In other words, they were considered to be aimless and 

did not enjoy popular support. Proportionate to the moderate and logical position of such 
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elements in connection with the new situation, the tone of U.S. response also was changing 

favourably paving the way for U.S. support. Obvfously, the Shahs' cronies and the close 

associates of his regime could not be the axis for the future movements of the U.S. policies. 

Besides, the ambitious or as the Americans themselves say, the opportunistic objectives of 

such elements, the U.S. with the mtemion of espionage and gathering of information, tried 

to benefit from the accessibility of such elements to the maximum extent. When such 

information was recognized to be valuable and classified, the person was introduced to CIA 

and the connection were taking completely an informative shape and the contact would have 

been selected to be given special espionage trainings. 

All these efforts and activities were directed towards the same major objective which was 

to create a moderate movement. 

The following activities are extracted from the following documents. 

- Plots and the divisions within the religious leadership. 

- Modern intelligence system and the information related to the national security. 

- Identifying the middle rank colonels who were to form the nucleus of the future 

leadership of the army. 

-The military and defensive strength* (in connection with the Iraq's attack, against Saudi 

family,-against the U.S.S.R. and in support of Pakistan.) 

- Moderates and ways of encountering the provocations of small groups called the unrest of 

minorities. 

- Gathering information in connection with the previous military purchases such as sub­

marine from West Germany. 

The story about the elements living abroad and claiming to be the nucleus of the 

opposition was entirely different. These elements had no value for the U.S. in terms of 

espionage, but the U.S. was interested to be fully informed about the activities of so called 

exiled groups and also be aware of the reaction of the hosting country against them. 

In as much as the U.S. embassy in Tehran evaluated that, they lacked the popular base and 

support of the people. They also often were exaggerating the U.S. support towards 

themselves and since there was a possibility that Iranian government's sensitivity be 

provoked as a result of their activities or cause to undermine the movement of the pro- U.S. 

supporters who were still holding key positions and were not dismissed from _their 

administrative duties, U.S. was scared to contact such so-called opposition. 

The interpretations made in relation to the contemptible character of some of these 

elements is very interesting. Mean while, some of them such as Manoucher Ganj, who has 

become the axis of the right wing movement and pro-west,ern activities in the recent years as 

the hostility of the U.S. against the Islamic Revolution grew wider and more serious. The 
roots of which should be found in the very same initial contacts and the assessments of the 

U.S. from the view points of this man. Even after the seizure of U.S. Espionage Den and 

receiving a new blow, the U.S. benefited from the contribution of elements like Bagheri (the 

B 

then airforce commander) in Tabas military attack. In fact in the special situation after 

revolution, while the issues such as Liberation Movement was, still playing substantial role 

in the adminestrative affairs, giving new dimensions to the U.S. efforts for regaining its lost 

interests through the channel different from the previous contacts who were the cronies and 

associates of the Shah's regime, avoided greatly to be identified as the supporter of those 

who had no success in the political future of Iran. Nevertheless ifthe sources of information 

could be of value to reach the principal objectives, they were advised not to get involved in 

the so-called "opposition plots''. (Syrus Ramtin is one of the examples). 

Despite all non-intervention claims of the U.S. in the internal policy of I ran; even the staff 

working in the political section of the embassy were advancing in their contacts and 

negotiations with such plots and were ready to negotiate with those who clearly confirmed to 

be playing roles in the movement of anti revolutionary forces and seeking military actions 

against the revolutionary government. The joke "non-intervention of the U.S. in the internal 

policy of Iran" is so stale and ridiculous and is very obvious for those who are familiar with 

the doucuments of U.S. Espionage Den. 

The present series of documents, are classified proportionate to the activities of the 

persons involved and for each of such documents. necessary explanation is given in the 

preface. As indicated previously some of these elements were advanced in such a way to have 

direct contact with the CIA; whereas the others with lesser value were allowed to be in 

contact with the staff of the State Department only. Surely the esteemed readers will 

recognize these technical differences. 

On conclusion we deem it apropriate for ourselves and all oppressed people of the world 

who are the lover of the true pure Mohamrnadian Islam (Islarne-Nabe-Mohammadi) to be 

thankful to almighty Allah for being blessed by such a wise leadership of the Islamic 

Revolution who is leading this ship to a safe haven through the dreadful tempests of plots 

every day. 

c 

Muslim Students Follm1 ing 

the Linc of the Imam 

Spring 1989 



Name: Hamid Shiraz! 

Code: S. D. CAT/I 

Occupation: Brigadier General in The Air Force 

Since the documents indicating the initial contacts have been destroyed, when and how 

Shirazi contacted the CIA remains in obscurity. Even his name does not appear in any of the 

existing documents, and only the confessions made by the hostages and further 

investigations discovered his connection with the CIA. 

The existing documents show that in a trip to Hong Kong Hamid Shirazi contacted the 

Americans and following .a series of meetings he accepted to act as an agent for the CIA. 

Shirazi predicted to get a key position in the Iranian Air Force and for this reason the CIA 

made every possible effort for his justification and appropriate trainings. 

The CIA urged him to collect information and report on the capability oflran 's Air Force, 

preparedness and availability of warplanes a~ the pilot's morale, Iran's new Air Defence 

Systems againsts the possible Iraqi's air attacks and Etc. 

(Shirazi stated that as far as current capabilities of the air force and possibly the military 

establishment were concerned, within a very few days after returning to Iran and talking with his 

friends in the military he would be able to provide us with an excellent, well informed status 

report. Cl O said he was glad to hear that, but our national planners and policy-makers also had 
considerable interest in his providing us with plans and intentions on the Iranian military, which 

he would be able to do on a continuing basis only if he again assumes an active role in the Air 

Force. Subject said he agreed with that. Document No. 5). 

Both si~es agreed to maintain regular and active relations in Iran, and if necessary call 

each other through phonecall and coded mail. However Shirazi failed to communicate with 

the spies for sometimes after his return to Tehran. While the CIA tried to locate him and 

find out about his whereabouts, realized that contrary to their predictions, Shirazi was not 

given a post and retired and for this reason the CIA contacts with him was cut. 

As we can remember, debriefing of Cl I indicated no useful access in his status as a retired 
officer and there is thus no apparent utility in contacting him at this time even if he is interested. 

Therefore we ignore this one - Document No. 19. 
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S E C R E T ~3~354Z SEP 79 STAFF 

CITE TEHRAN 54099 

TO: IMMEDIATE HONG KONG INFO DIRECTOR, TOKYO, BANGKOK 

WNINTEL RYBAT AJAJA 

REF: HONG KONG 68177 

1. IF TIME PERMITS, PLS ASK SUBJECT REF FOR NAME BY WHICH TEHRAN 
C/O SHOULD IDENTIFY HIMSELF IF CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD REQUIRE STATION 
T0 INITIATE PHONE CONTACT. IF THIS NOT PRACTICABLE, ASSUME HE WILL 
ACCEPT AS BONA FIDES NAME BY WHICH TOKYO C/O KNOWN TO HIM, PLEASE ADVISE. 

2. APPEARS THAT WITHIN UNAVOIDABLE TIME CONSTRAINTS, PREPARATION 
OF SUBJECT REF HAS BEEN ADMIRABLY THOROUGH. IF ALL GOES WELL, HE 
WILL BECOME VALUABLE ADDITION TO AGENT STABLE HERE. WILL ADVISE 
ADDRESSEES WHEN CONTACT ESTABLISHED, 

3. REQUEST HQS ASSIGN 201 NU~BER AND CRYPTONYM. 

4. FILE: 40-120-47. ALL SECRET 
S E C R E T 

ihis document was retyped because of pale origin 
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CWllltCAllDN 

DISPATCH S B C R B T 
TO 

Chief of Station, Tehran 
••Fo.chief, Near East Division ,Chief,Vital Documents 

Chief, East Asia Division 
FIOM 

Chief of Station, Hon Kon 
SUIJICT 

RYBAT AJAJA - SDCAT/l (201-962507) 
ACTIONIEQU"IO·RIFlllNCIS REFBRBNCE: HONG KONG 68171 

CAUTION-BLANK FOllM llQUllU · 
SECURE STOIAGE 
IN FIELD 

OOIGINATOO'S llQUIST FOO HOS. PllOCISSING 

INDEXING lllEOUESTt:O 

NO INOIXING 

WARNING NOTICE - INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVBD 

iOSs lffllUKE TC' 

26 

Transmitted under separate cover is a front-face 

photograph of SDCAT/l, 

Leonard A. GINOCHIO 

Attachment: USC 
Phor.ograph, use 

Distrlbut~n: 
Orig. &(],/- COS, Tehran,l ea, use 

l - C/NE,l ea,usc 
l - C/EA,w/o/att 
l - C/VD, l ea,usc 

_IOI __ _ 

RVW 14 Sep 99 DRV D9Cl 
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S E C R E T 180822Z OCT 79 STAFF 

CITE TEHRAN 54510 

TO: DIRECTOR INFO HONG KONG, BANGKOK, TOKYO. 

WNINTEL SDCAT 

REF: TEHRAN 54300 

1. NABIEE CALLED HOME SDCAT/l CC/)) EVENING 15 OCTOBER. 
Ml!.N ANSWERED, C/0 ASKED FOR C/1, MAN RATTLFD SOME FARSI AND 
HUNG UP. POSSESSED OF UNMITIGATED TEMERITY, CIO CALLED BACK, 
ASKED IF ANYONE: THERE SPOKE ENGLISH. RESPONDENT GAVE FORTH 
WITH VEHEMENT TORRENT OF <PROBABLY PROFANE) FARSI AND SLAMMED 
RECEIVER. 

2. NU:>lBER CALLED WAS HOME OF C/1, ALTHOUGH STATION RECORDS 
SHOW ONLY PARENTS OF C/1 LIVING THERE CFATHER ALLEGED TO EE 
LATELY DECEASED, AS REPORTED REF>. FILE ALSO GIVES ADDRESS 
BUT NOT PHONE NUMBER OF RELATIVE WITH WHOM C/1 AND FAMILY 
SUPPOSED TO BE STAYING. 

3. STATION PLANS TO BURY C/l'S NAME IN LIST OF AIR FORCE 
OFFICERS AND ASK DAO IF THEY CAN DETERMINE STATUS. FUTURE 
STATION. ACTION THIS CASE DEPENDS UPON OUR ABILITY DETERMINE 
LOCATION AND STATUS C/ I. 

4. FILE: 201-962507. RVW 18 OCT 99 ORV osic.1. ALL SECRET. 
SECRET 
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S E C R E T 19 Z OCT 79 STAFF 

CITE TOKYO 88035 (GRESHI~SKY ACTING) 

TO: TEHRAN INFO DIRECTOR, HONG KONG, BANGKOK. 

WNINTEL SDCAT 

REFS: A. TEHRAN S4510 
B. HONG KONG 68177 

1. REGRET STATION UNABLE AS YET TO MAKE PERSONAL CONTACT 
WITH SDCAT/l (C/l). WISH REMIND THAT REF B PARA 4- CONTAINED 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SENDING SW LETTER TO C/l USING SCO PROCEDURES. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT LETTER SHOULD BE SENT TO HIS OWN ADDRESS 
IF WHICH IS IDEN OF REF B. 

2. APPRECIATE STATION KEEPING TOKYO ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 

3. FILE: 201-962507. RVW 19 OCT 79 DRV D9Cl. 
S E C R E T 

This document was retyped because of pale origin. 

29 



./ 
i 

':I 

11 

. : .. 
·.1.~ ' 

I• 

~ 

l! 
,, . 

k,:.' 

IU;'.o 

'< · .. 
\ ~ Iii u ; ' ' J<t.._11,.,...lrldol~l.cl 
I i t ~1 ~ ,,_,,."°'""&11; . 

30 

IJ • 1• ; i 
'~ 

i~ I 
1 4il . 
:~J 

S E C R E T NOV 79 STAFF 

TO: DIRECTOR INFO BANGKOK, HONG KONG, TOKYO. 

WNINTEL SDCAT 

REF: TEHRAN 

1. PER REF DEFENSE ATTACHE INQUIRED ABOUT SDCAT/l AMONG 

OTHERS, AT DINNER WITH SENIOR IRANIAN AIR FORCE OFFICERS ON 1 NOVEMBER. 

WE WAS TOLD THAT C/1 HAS NOT BEEN RECALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY, AND THERE ARE 

NO PRESENT PLANS TO DO SO, STORY AS PRESENTED TO DATT IS THAT 

BAGHERI'S PREDECESSOR, AS CHIEF OF STAFF HAD IN FACT INTENDED TO BRING 

C/l BACK TO SAME OR SIMILAR JOB WHICH HE HELD JUST BEFORE 

RETIREMENT. BAGHERI ELECTED NOT TO FOLLOW THROUGH ON THIS PLAN, AND 

THAT NOT INDICATED ANY INTENTION TO REVIVE IT. 

2. SEEMS LIKELY THAT ABOVE EXPLAINS C/l'S UNAVAILABILITY. AS WE 

RECALL IT DEBRIEFING OF C/1 INDICATED NO USEFUL ACCESS IN H1S STATUS AS 

RETIRED OFFICER,AND THERE IS THUS NO APPARENT UTILITY IN 

CONTACT WITH HIM AT THIS TIME EVEN WERE HE INTERESTED. WE WILL THUS 

SEND DOWN ON THIS ONE. 

3. FILE: 201-

This document was retyped because of pale origin 
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Name: Cyrus Ramtin 

Code: S. D. Quick I 1 

Last Position, Director, international services of National Iranian Radio and Television 

before the victory of the Islamic Revolution. 

Cyrus Ramtin was one of important agent of CIA in the late 1979 and the begining of 

1980. 
He who is likely to have joined the radio T.V. in 196~. was the director of international 

services during 1977-1979, and due to his responsibility, the role and huge volume of 

activities of radio and T. V. as a medium with regard to foreigners especially Americans 

living in Iran, he was in contact with elements of the U.S. embassy. For instance in a meeting, 

on November 1~. 1978 he informed one of the public affairs officer of the U.S. embassy 

about a dictum emanating from the court, according to which,NIRT international TV must 

offer French and German and other foreign film/serial fare proportionate to that which is 

U.S. - supplied, and without English subtitles. 

Ramtin expressed regret and concern that this would seriously affect the American 

community which in the absence of low-brow recreational outlets (bars, hostesses, English 

language cinemas, Etc.) might cause the Americans to depart from Iran. 

After Ramtin's first contact with the CIA he was hired in Jan. 1979,just a week before the 

downfall of the Shah's regime. He was then dismissed from NIRT in February. 

Following his dismissal from NIRT his access to the required information by CIA 

changed and practically his performartce had no value for the CIA until late June 1979. Since 

June, as CIA commented, "Ram tin was reporting on activities and views of PGOI leaders 

concerned with intelligence and internal security". As a friend of some of these people he 

continued to spy on the clerical leadership's division, new intelligence appartus and internal 

security m::itters. 

He also informed the CIA of misellaneous matters such as, a Bulgarian national as a 

manager of the clandesting Tudeh broadcast station "Peyke-Iran". 

In the summer of 1979, Ramtin informed the CIA of his association with groups 

consisting mostly of the deserted military officers and the elements of the dissolved SA V AK 
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whose objectives were to overthrow the government and conduct sabotage actions. The CIA 

while encouraged Ramtin to maintain his contacts with such groups, warned him to a void 

serious and deep involvement in their activity. This was mostly because the CIA believed 

that if Ramtin works on his PGOI contacts the result could be more valuable than to get 

involved in opposition plotting. 

Moreover, while the CIA was aware of existence of anti-revolutionary centers, believed 

that their influence and capabilities were grossly exaggerated. It was very clear that for this 

reason the CIA paid less attention to such groups rather than the non-conformity of these 

roups with the U.S. objectives. 

An interesting point regarding Razmara group which exists in the documents, is the CI A 

evaluation through one of its agents called Nowzar Razmara who was also one of the 

experienced elements of the SA V AK. 

Nowzar Razmara had mentioned a plan, ostensibly with the aid of Egyptian and Israeli 

intelligence services, to lunch seaborne invasion of Kuzistan to gain control of Iran's oil 

production capacity and thus gain control of Iran for moderate pro-western forces within 

Iran. 

This is a significant point with tegard to the attack of the Zionist regime of Iraq a year 

later, and clarifies the motives of the Iraqi regime in its aggression to the Islamic Republic of 

Iran. 

Ramtin also informed the CIA that Hassan Shariatmadari was reviving a project for a 

daily newspaper in Farsi, he said whether or not this project get the ground, he has some 

contacts who could place items for him if CIA desired. This matter was appreciated by CIA. 

In the margin of Ramtin 's file, there are some indications to the records of general Jam a 

retired element of Shah's army and his connection as the agent of the British Intelligent 

Service. 

The salary paid to Ramtin was '00 U.S. Dollars per month for his espionage activities. 

However as the final existing documents indicate, the accuracy of the reports given by 

Ramtin seemed to be causing doubt for the CIA. 

34 

i'.-\..:<.TICIPAi'ffS: 

i.1..\TE & PLACE: 

IiISTRIBlffION: 

Lii:aTED CFf:CL\.L USE 

INIT:Ri\JATIO.'iAL CQVMUNICATIO.'J AGI:."'NCY 
Tehran, Iran 

Ml'M:JRJ\."JDUM OF CO:'-.'\IERSA TION 

Mr. Cyrus Ramtin, Director, International Relations Dept. 
National Iranian Radio Television 
Jack H. Shellenberger, PAO 

Intercontinental Hotel, 14 November ..,.,,.,, 
.AMB, DCM, POL, POL/MIL, ECON, CONS, OR, IC',A/NEA 

,\t Ramtin's request, we met on relatively neutral grow1cl. He shi:ired with 
rre his deep misgivings about the Iran situa.tion. He spoke of tlus day's 
disorders in Tehran and in several provincial cities. lie said the NIRT staff 
is either radjcalized ("by Marxists posing as Muslims or Khomeini adherents") 
or intimidated. TI1ere have been several demonstrations, "massive demonstra­
tions on the NIRT compound" in the past week. Soldiers are now stationed 
inside the compound even in the corridors. Their presence adds to the 
general nervousness, but, "just the over day, an activist broke into a 1V 
studio and attempted to shout a proclamation. He was dragged back, but not 
arrested--treated with care, in fact." 

Ron Bagnulo and two other Americans have submitted resignations. They are 
nervous and uncomfortable. The martial law inhibition on news gathering 
and dissemination plus the attitude tm~ards them on the part of NJRT activists 
ma~es their situation intolerable and Ramtin can understand their discomfiture. 

Ik• held a meeting today with his expat staff and promised to provide them 
personal security, but apprehension persists. 

The main reason for our conversation was Ramtin's concern about a dictum 
er:ii:nating from the Court, according to which, NIRT International 1V must 
offer French aml German and other foreign film/serial fare proportionate to 
that ,,·hich is U.S.-supplied, and without English subtitles. Ramtin believes 
that this would seriously affect tneAiiierican community which in the absence 
of normal low-brow recreational outlets (bars, hostesses, English-language 
cinemas, etc.) might be more prone to either depart or cut-up. 

1-'.e 1·:onders whether this advisory really has been thought through ~nd is 
seriously concerned that, if implemented, in the next 2-3 weeks, 1t coL!ld 
seriously affect an already damaged American morale in Iran. He thinks 
it "is based on a very unrealistic reading of the political bias in this 
cou:1try. lidding hours of French and German, Indian, Korean, 1V fare·1.ithout 

UJYiJ.TED O:FFICIAl USE 
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-2-

subtitles in English would be a political act with minimal return in 
terms of the Shah's stm1ding ancl would only further alienate an already 
restive English speaking community (including Iranians). 

Ramtin acl:led that the new Minister of Information, General Saadatmand, 
1·:as a former Savak official charged with press censorship. He is the l:ast 
likely presence to instill any confidence among journalists that all this 
too shall pass away. 

~1ellenberger:mh 
11Y1s;1s 

l 
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SECRET l.0715Z AUG 79 STAFF 

CITE TEHRAN 53911 

TO: DIRECTOR. 

WNINTEL SDQUICK 

REF: A. TEHRAN 53904 (NIT-10,682) 
B. TEHRAN 53909 {NIT-10,683) 

1. REFS OBTAINED FROM SDQUICK/l DURING HEETING ON 12 AUG· 
Q/l SAID THAT HE DISCUSSED COVERT ORGANIZATION WITH NADER 
MOTAZED ABOUT TEN DAYS AGO AND AGREED TO PUT HIM IN TOUCH WITH 
SHAPUR ZAND-NIA, WHICH HE DID ON 11 AUGUST. MOTAZED WAS FORMERLY 
SAVAK OFFICER IN DEPARTMENT VIII, WITH RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 
RADIO AND TV. MOTAZED TOLD Q/l THAT HE WAS IN HIDING IN 
IRAN FOR ABOUT THREE MONTHS AFTER THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION. 
DURING THAT TIME, THE PASDARAN TOOK HIS CAR AND STOLE 
THE FURNITU~E FROM HIS HOUSE. HIS WIFE EVENTUALLY RECOVERED THE 
CAR. 

2. AFTER THREE MONTHS IN HIDING, MOTAZED LEAR.NED THAT 
IT WOULD BE SAFE TO COME TO AN INTERVIEW WITH MOSTAFA CHAMRAN, 
NEW CHIEF OF IRANIAN INTELLIGENCE. AT INTERVIEW IN MAY, CHAMRAN 
OFFERED MOTAZED POST IN NEW ORGANIZATION AT SALARY OF 5,000 
TOMANS PER MONTH (ABOUT $500 PER MONTH). MOTAZED TOLD Q/l THAT 
HE WAS INSULTED BY THE LOW SALARY AND TURNED DOWN THE OFFER. 
Q/l IS AWARE OF THE POSSIBILITY THAT MOTAZED MAY BE ACTING AS 
PROVOCATEUR FOR CllAMRAN, BUT IN HIS JUDGH!ENT, MOTAZED'S ANTI­
REGIME ACTIVITY IS SINCERE. 

3. MOTAZED WAS ACCOMPANIED TO BOTH MEETINGS BY A YOUNG 
FORMER SAVAK OFFICER OR AGENT WllO GAVE HIS NAME AS "FEKRI" 
(PHON). Q/l THINKS IT IS AN ALIAS. "FEKRI" SAID THAT HE HAD 
TAKEN PART IN SAVAK OPERATION IN PARIS AGAINST KHOMEINI WHEN 
HE WAS THERE IN AUTUMN 1978. "FEKRI" CLAIMED THAT HE HAD 
RENTED l!OuSE IN NEAUPHLE-CllATEAU ACROSS STREET FRO\f Kl!OMEINI 'S 
RESIDENCE. STATION RECALLS REPORTING FROM SDJANUS ASSETS IN 1978 
IN AN OPERATION AGAINST KHOMEINI. Q/1 GAVE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION 
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PAGE 2 TEHRAN 53911 S E C R E T 
OF "FEKRI" WHICH MAY BE ENOUGH FOR FORMER SDJANIJS OFFICERS TO 
IDENTIFY HIM. "FEKRI" IS ABOUT 2.-28 YEARS OLD, ABOUT 
6 FEET 2 INCHES TALL, THIN, BLACK HAIR, BLACK EYES, AND BLACK 
HANDLEBAR MUSTACllE, COMPLEXION IS TAN. DURING TWO MEETINGS 
ll'ITI! QI 1, HE WAS DRESSED IN SHIRT AND SLACKS OF GOOD OIJALITY. 
FROM "FEKRI'S" SPEECH, Q/l ESTIMATED THAT HE WAS UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE WHO GREW UP IN TEHRAN. 

4. MOTAZED MENTIONED TO Q/1 THAT HE HAD llEARED TJ!AT 
ANOTHER FORMER COLLEAGUE IN DEPT VIII, FNU IZADI IS NOW A 
MEMBER OF THE FEDAYAN-KHALG (MARXIST CHARIKS). 

5. INDEX: MOTAZED 

6. FILE: 2!1)1-95911)13. RV\\' 12 AUG 99 DRV D9C.1. ALL SECRET 
S E C R E T 

This document was retyped becau.se of pale origin, 
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S E C R E T 161246Z AUG 79 DEFFERED TELEPOUCH 

CITE TEHRAN 53934 

TO: WASHINGTON 

FOR: C/NE/ IRAN 

SUBJECT: WNJNTEL SDQUICK - SDQUICK/l'S SON 

1. SDQUICK/l HAS MENTIONED TO C/O THAT HIS SON (IDENTITY) 
NOW A ~TUDENT JN CALIFORNIA, IS ........... EMPLOYMENT AND 
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN POSITION WITH NV.BLAZON. C/O PROVIDED Q/1 
WITH ADDRESS ANO TELEPHONE NUMBER OF ..... RECRUITMENT ORGANIZA­
TION FOR SON'S USE ANO SAID FURTHER THAT HE WOULD REPORT SON'S 
QUALIFICATIONS ~O HQS. 

2. Q/l SAID THAT HIS SON HAS BACHELOR'S DEGREE, IS COMPLETING 
WORK ON MASTER'S DEGREE. SON JS MARRIED TO U.S. CITIZEN ..... 
CERTAIN OWN U.S. CITIZ~NSHIP JN ABOUT ONE YEAR. SON SPEAKS SEVERAL 
LANGUAGES, INCLUDING FARSI, ENGLISH, ....... . 

3. IF HQS CHOOSES TO CONTACT Q/l SON, NO MENTION '>HC'l'LO 
BE MADE OF Q/1 COOPERATION WITH ........... IS NOT WITTING. 

4. FILE. 2!1!1-959(1)13. RVW 16 AUG 99 09C.1. 
SECRET ALL SECRET 

This document was retyped because of pale origin 

41 



j . 

t 

I 
l 

I 
Ji ., i · I 

\ 
l 

I I !: 

42 43 



S E C R E T 191422Z AUG 79 DEFERRED TELEPOUCH_ 

CITE TEHRAN 53966 

TO·. WASHINGTON 

FOR1 SE/BB, NE/IRAN 1 DC/NE/SAO 

SUBJECT! WNINTEL SDQUICK CKLEG YKBAND -- ALEXANDER POPOV 

1. DURING 18 AUGUST MEETING, SDQUICK/l REPORTED THAT HE 
WAS SURE HE HAD SEEN ALEXANDER POPOV, A BULGARIAN SPECIALIST F. 

0-EAST RADIO. IN TEHRAN ON TUESDAY, 14 AUGUST. Q/l . 
EXPLAINED THAT YEARS AGO. IN THE COURSE OF HIS RADIO-TV DUTIES.' 

HAD BEEN PART OF AN NIRT DELEGATION TO BULGARIA, WHERE HE .. 
MET POPOV. HE DESCRIBES POPOV AS A TALL BLOND. HEAVY~SET 
MAN. LATER IN TEHRAN, A FRIEND OF Q/l'S WHO HAD BEEN IN THE 
TUDEH IN EASTERN EUROPE AND IS NOW DEAD TOLD HIM THAT POPOV 
HAD BEEN THE MANAGER OF THE CLANDESTINE TUDEH BROADCAST STATION· 

"PEYKE-IRAN". 
2. Q/l'S OFFICE IN THERAN IS ABOUT TWO BLOCKS FROM THE 

BULGARIAN EMBASSY. ON 14 AUGUST 79, HE SAW THE BULGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR'S CAR WITH POPOV INSIDE DRIVING PAST HIS STREET. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFO ON POPOV THAT MIGHT EXPLAIN 
MISSION IN TEHRAN. 

4. INDEX• POPOV. FILE; 201~95901 . RVW 19 AUG 99 DRV 

ALL SECRET. 
SECRET 

This document was retyped because of pale origin 
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-~ E C R E T 201245Z AUG 79 STAFF 

CITE TEHRAN 53973 

TO: DIRECTOR. 

WNINTEL SDQUICK QRBOLSTER 

1. SDQUICK/1 SAYS THAT SHARIAT-MADARI'S SON, ENGINEER 
HASSAN SllARIAT-MADARI, IS REVIVING A PROJECT FOR A DAILY 
NEWSPAPER IN FARSI, ll'!IICH WOULD BE BACKED BYS-M'S AZERBAIJAN! 
,SUPPORTERS. 12 MILLION TO\IA:-.IS (ABOUT 1. 2 MILLIO:-; DOLLARS) WllICH 
ll'AS DEPOSITED IN BANK ACCOUNTS TO GET THE NEWSPAPER STARTED 
WHEN THE PROJECT WAS FIRST PROPOSED SEVERAL MONTHS AGO IS STILL 
AVAILABLE. AT THAT TIME, KHOMEINI FORBADE IT. HASSAN 
SHARIAT-l!ADAP.I 'S BROTHER- IN-LAW (FNU) SllOJADINI, llAS I:-.IVITED 
SlJQUICK/l TO DISCUSS THE PROJECT WITH HASSAN. 

2. SDQUICK/l SAID Tl!AT ll'flETHER OR NOT THIS PRO.JECT GET 
TllE GROUND, llE HAS SOME CONTACTS WHO COULD PLACE ITE~lS FOR llIM 
IF WE DESIRED. C/0 SAID TllAT WE WERE INTERESTED IN THIS 
AND WOULD RETURN TO SUBJECT IN FUTURE MEETINGS. 

3. FILE: 201-959013 RVW 20 AUG 99 DRV D9C.1. ALL SECRET 
S E C R E T 

This document was retyped because of pale origin. 
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S E C R E T 20.33JZ AUG 79 STAFF 

CITE TEHRAN 53975 

TD: DIRECTOR. 

WNINTEL SDQUICK SDJANUS 

REF: TEHRAN 53911 

1. ON .. AUGUST ALIAS ..... OF REF HAD ME!.TING WITH SDQUICK/l 
(Q/l) AT WHICH HE ASKED Q/1 TO OBTAIN DETAILS OF LOCATION OF THE 
PRINCIPAL RADIO AND TV TRANSMITTERS IN IRAN, AS WELL AS ASSOCIATED 
POWER SUPPLIES, GENERATORS, AND ...... INES. Q/1 ASSUMES THAT HE .... . 
WANT THESE DETAILS FOR SABOTAGE 0 ..... ONS. Q/1 SAYS THAT HE 
STALLED ALIAS FEKRI IN ORDER TO ...... NSWERS FRO~ C/O AS TO WHAT HE SHOULD DO. 

2. QI 1 SAYS THAT HE CAN C ..... DEN THAT HE !!AS ACCESS 
TO THE KIND OF DETAIL THAT FEKRI ........................ . 
. . . LO OBTAI :-i ALL OF IT AND KNOWS • • • • . • IT FROM HIS OWN EX-
PERIENCE. C/O TOLD Q/J THAT HE WAS .. 'TSU .. THAT HE SHOULD NOT 
GIVE THIS KIND OF INFOR~lATlO?\ TO A ....... RI, EVEN THOUGH 
WE WERE INTERESTED IN KEEPING Q/l'S .... TO THE NOTAZED GROUP. 

3. AT NEXT MEETING, C/O WILL CONFIRM TO Q/l THAT HE 
SHOULD REPLY TO ALIAS FEKRI THAT HE, ... , HAS NO ACCESS TD DETAILS 
OF THIS KIND ... , IN ANY CASE IS· .......... TD BECOME INVOLVED 
IN SOLITARY ACTS OF SABOTAGE, WHICH ..... CAUSE SOME 
EMBARASSMENT TO THE GOVERNMENT, BUT .. TO BE INVESTtGATED 
VERY THOROUGHLY. BELIEVE THIS PROPOS .... WILL PRESERVE Q/l'S 
ACCESS WHILE KEEPING HIM FRON DANGER OP INVOLVEMENT. 

4. FILE: 
S E C R E T 201-959013. RVW 20 AUG 99 ORV 09C.l. 

ALL SECRET. 

This document was retyped because of pale origin 
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S [ C RE T :0J344Z AUG 79 DEFERRED TELEPOUCH 

CITE TEIIRAN 53977 

TO: l':ASllINGTON. 

FOR: C/NE/IRAN 

SUBJECT: SDQUICK - PAYMENTS TO SDQUICK/1 

1. ACCORDING TO AVAILABLE MATERIAL IN SDQUICK/1 'S FILE 
A'lD Q/l'S OWN STATD1E'lT ON JS AUGUST, l!E HAS NOT BEEN PAID SINCE 
~1ARCfl 1979, WHEN !IE RECEIVED USD 500. HE PROPOSED TO C/O TllAT 
IN LIEU OF COMPENSATION, llE FORW/\r::D TO 'IIS SON A VALUABLE RUG, 
WllICfl COULD BE SOLD IN USA FOR CASH. 

2. RATHER THAN BECO~IING I'lVOLVED IN EXPORT OF PE RSA IN RtJGS, 
STATION PROPOSES TO PAY SDQUICK/1 USD 500 PER ~O'lTll, RETROACTIVE 
TO APRIL 1979. H HQS APPROVES THIS ARRANGE~1ENT, SDQUICl\/1 
~EQUESTS THAT OF TllE $2500 FOR FIVE MONTllS APRIL-AUGUST 1979, 
SlOOO BE SENT TO TllE IDENTITY A BANK ACCOUNT, AND $1500 BE 
SENT TO IDENTITY B BANK ACCOUNT. 

3. FILE: 201-959~13. RVW 10 AUG 99 DRV D9C.1. ALL 
S E C R E T/ETX3977 

This document was retyped because of pale origin 
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S E C R E T 210757Z DEFERRED TELEPOUCH 

CITE TEHRAN 53978 

TO: WASHINGTON. 

FOR: C/NE/ I RAN 

REF: TEHRAN 53977 

.SUBJECT: SDQUICK 

1. IDENTITY A: MR. SYAMAK RAMTIN 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT NO, 10.41-3994 
SCR.IPPS MIRAMAR OFFICE 
BANK OF AMERICA 
935 KEARNY MESA ROAD 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA .. 26 

2. IDENTITY B: MR. SOllRAB RAMTIN 
ACCrUNT NO. 070370. 
SECURITY PACIFIC NATIONAL BANK 
POINT LOUA OFFICE 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 9212. 

3. FILE: 201-959013. RVW 21 AUG 99 ORV D9C.1. ALL 
S E C R E T 

This document was retyped because of pale origin. 
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S E C R E T l~Z~21Z SEP 79 STAFF 

CITE DiqFcroa 51~719. 

1 
'!'0: TFBflAN, 

I . I WMINTEL SDQUIC~ HJTBL 

. ~\fl'.'FS: A. Nrr-1z,n,3 TDFIRDB-?115/1523;>;-79 
~i B, NIT-13,731 TDFIRDB-315/15214-79 

u~i 1. IN VIEJ RATH~R SENSATIONALIST AND CO~r~OVERSI'L NATU~E 
~I/or REF REPORTS, WE HAV~ BEGUN REVIEi SDQUIC!/l'S RKPORTS OI THt 

:1LAST FFW MONTHS. PLS P~OVIDE AS MUCH DFTAIL AS POSSIBLE 
~10~ S!l~UIC'</l'S ACTUAL JOB ACCESS, SOCIAL ACCESS, AND FJ\i'l!LY 
![ACCESS. FOR Tlt~F. BEIN'}, PLS ALSO ZRNAEOO SDQUICi<'./l'S }:JmJB.T3. 
Z I 

~·1· 2. FILE 221-059013, RVW 195EP99 Dav D9C.1 ALL SSC3Sr. 
gSECRET 
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SE CR ET 18153&'. OCT 79 STAFF 

CITE TE f-P. AN 54524 

TO: DIRE GT OR. 

WNINTEL~ 
1. ID (;IUICl</ 1 CALLED CASE OFFICER rH·' HOURS B~rORE LAST 

SC>€DU.ED MEETING ON 1 OCT TO CANCEL AND HE SEEMED AGITATED IN 
VERY BRIEF' CONVERSATION. S/l DID NOT GET IN TOU"CH AGAIN U~TIL 
17 OCT ~·HE.N HE LEFT MESSAGE FOR C/0 TO CALL. S/I HAS NOT BEEN 
HOME rCF. C/O CALLS ON 17 P.tID 18 OCT, WILL ADVISE FURTHER 
DEVELOPf',ENT s. 

r. FILE: 201-95901.3. PW IE' OcT 99 Df·V fl9c.1. ALL SECF·ET. 
SECRET 
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Name: Hashem Kambakhsh 

Code: S. D. TUNDRA 

Position: Colonel in the ground force. 

On 9th September 1979 the above person travels to Italy with his family and contacts ths 

U.S. embassy in Rome and in there he vows to be "at the service of the Americans". 

The CIA. station in Rome with the coordination of CIA's headquarter, begins to 

investigate about his background and biography and as the first step, request him to gather 

information regarding the continuation of purchase contract of sub-marine from West 

Germany and gun-boat from the Netherlands, as well as the information indicating the 

ability of the Iranian armed forces against Iraqi invasion. 

Following a series of contacts and survey in his mental characteristics and individual 

behaviour as well as his professional background and also his accessibilities to classified 

documents required by the CIA for identifying the second in rank colonels who are to form 

the nucleus of the future army, they then decide to hire this man. 

Allthough the evaluations of his biography which was conducted more thoroughly later, 

produced doubts on this man's capabilities to meet the needs, Kambakhsh left Rome and 

hopped to be in further contacts with the CIA through his mailing address in Iran. 

The training record of this man in America reveals that he had an unstable personality and 

obsequious to his superiors. The main reason he failed to succeed in his education career was 

due to pleasure seeking life (sex abuse) he had there. 

Nevertheless, this treacherous henchman while talking to the CIA, expressed his hatred to 

the recent events in Iran (victory of Islamic Revolution) and insisted on the necessity of 

collaboration of "sensible fellows" to upset the situation. He said that the responsibility of 

the army officers is to rescue Iran from this miserable situation. 

Kambakhsh, indirectly confirmed that at least 60% to 70% of the masses are supporting 

the government, and contended that his tendency for acting as a spy for the U.S. is just for 

the benefit of the country and claimed that he did not want to be regarded as an agent for 

America, however he then forgot his comments and unskillfully raised the question of his 

remuneration and advantages of such coorperation. While he was undergoing tests of the 

CIA in Rome, Kambakhsh furnished the Americans with whatever information he was 

68 

aware of, and perhaps one of the reasons that they were reluctant to investigate further on 

this agent, was the insignificance and low quality nature of such information and his 
personal inabilities. 

However, after the seizure of U.S. Espionage Den, the activities and employment of this 

agent came to an end, and order for his prosecution was issued by the judicial authorities and 
he fell in the hands of justice. 

The extent of investment of CIA stations in Europe for this man's employment and the 

information, they required concerning the preparedness of Iran for confronting the Iraqi's 
invasion is quite significant and noticeable. 
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!-1_ 1 • • • 1' I i [' •! · 
AGE 2 ~·IJ)rl,El 1 7774S>i5 E O•ff; E. 1 1 ! l~rJ ' ·:,: 1 

'ELLOW rs:ENlOR OF'F'll1CERS, 1 AJ!E ~S:ITlf~ i : (4CI< PATIENTLY WATCHING' I 

:HOMEIN'I 1 1"'D[G HIS1 OW'N: G~HVE: .. , 'A , ltTING FOR 1 THE TIME WHEN 
HE MA:~ciik'ITY OF Tl<E IPOIHILAQg ;HA Ab ENOUGH OF': WHAT IS Got: G 

JN BErOlli:E.MAl<ING 1ANY'fllQV~S.· 1 :r/'; JPt WHILE ,ijE HAtED TO ADl·IT .\. 
CT, "Ei!il>-·75 PERCENT OF IRANI:~NS ffi£! OTA!;.' IDIOTS,. AND WERE 
;i..iEPT CWF''',r•HE·IR FEEt'.aytH;E:·!CQM I~ lioN'.OF RELIGIOUS FERVOIJ! 
\ND ANTli:.,.SJHAH EXC'ITBMEN'r: ~NP: 11'1!\I .~ 'cKEO. KHOMEHl'I'S CALt FO :, A 
ffL1GI011JS:)REPUB1.l'<t• :(/~ B.P;ljIE:Vt'~ L THIS )WILL WITHER 'AWAY ' 

~ NTRAL.''AOitHORIIri 1 U IRl-'~;~T,. ~: lfl.i~ VES ONLY THE MlL'IT·Mti'f WtLL 
'1 VE T HE1'iORGAN·~ i/itl!<W ',,NP'.: ~I! T$ AL LOYALTIES ·TO .SUl~V'lVE ' 

r THE !''ACE I OF ECll>NOM'!C 'i> ts~S!FE ! 11USED' BY THE COLLAPSE OF 

r ;rs COLL:.AF'SE A io wtu.~·st.l ·!1 PIS ION TO RALLY THE COUNTRf 

T '1 st1~'l'·F.D ""!HS:' 1$HAH1 iW~ll.t:= i t~ I N .. BUT THAT THE· "MULL/ HS 
r 1 A MORE DEMOCRIAT XC :A ~p~i Pill ; ! GOVERNMENT LATER Otf. 

~ JST GCJ." HE, p~EO:IPliED j I t1 ¢>U '° ~ · !!~F PEOPLE• W~L.U DIE" 
1
1IN 1 HE 

F :OCES $ Or Cl;.EAJ?ING1 C)U't:1KH !Wig~ ~j:lll!T THAT THIS WAS AN 
~ :CEPTi(liBLE: 'J'Rl~C~ T)O' PiAr 1rto ~i ~~ : l ~RTH OF. IRAN~ . "'" 

3!1 S~ ERM_ 'llt"'™''4!dUR <II) B~f ~/1 A:NXIOUSUY ASKED C/•O 
Ii HETHE~ OR ~b?:'iHE; 'A i(;Pl~ telllH ! LF.l ~O START '"'J'HAINING~' 
111 SAffo HE. i'ND Ht ~SE. I~~lJ li BJEqT PARA 4 REF ·D> HA" 
l!..ANNE

1
Dl·1TOGt HErR t~1 .,, tNmf';, Tlf: !EllICANS" AND T/l WANTED 

1 o BE cERT·A~ . rn1At: tn . : t0tlll.r>, E ~ 1~ouGH TIME F"OR HIM ro e : 
• RA I NE fJ F•ORi oNt l N~E!f :ct<> .~er ti l r\ )~MER I CAN s.. IN TEHRAN... ' i 
. / l SA1lD 11E WA$ 1 FUtiL11~AW Ci TH:E: 'Q~olµY· PRACTICABLE CONTACT F )R 

'LITUfff' C00PERA'filON'.B£TiE:N \HIM.SI ll~ AND THE U.S. GOVERNf.C.NT ~ 
1 OULD ~i\IJt TO eE llN. :T IANI" 'A$! ; £, ,Ll'.VED AND WORKED' THERE,' 

IUT HE1 W1A;NTED 10 J.l~VE ·cu~E COi ;titi¢T AND THIS WOULD REQUIJ;:. 
RA INJ[N<3 r'OR HlM· !HE E Pfh;:.SSED W·~RY THAT WE WERE WAST IN( 
IME. ' f./ l WAS TOLD; HAD· TO I" :J;: CLEARED", WHICH HE SHOUtr 

JNDER:STAND·, GIVEN KISiOWN SECUR .T"liBPEClAL.TY,·AND TKATi 
WTH r:NG COULD'. ae: :STARTE·D UNTIL ' 'Hts HAD' BEEN ACHIEVED•! Tl ·IS I 

lPPOR".r'.U~ItY tlJ .. OW,tD'C/O TO DISC· IS$'.THE JBMiNIMUM tESTl:AND THE: 
5GS\t/Ii:!>L' EXAM 'PJ.,AIUIED 1FOR lrll ~EP '.E~~ER. Tl l. ·IHDICATE~,.IS FULL 
~GflEEJ'.'\E~T, TO T HES~· TEtSTS A~D SU J$JtQUENTl. Y TOOK THE J !NII UM : 
ff&j BY ·EZW!?.~RD :O.FF·IC. EH a<.nTo,c (~1! Tll WAS TOLD T.HAT I Al L '. 
rEsrs ·WERE: POSITl~E,: HIS T,RAINI ~~)WOULD ;BEGIN, 11 ·SEPT ~El , .\ 
AND NtA'li' 'T'HERE SH~!4-Di ,BE EJ.JpU~t tiiJJIJE ITO TRAI~. HIM AD iQ"~T .'LY• 1 

DUR IN'C l.'iH l(S coNV!!:RSATlON,, TY:~ /. s!Jt~p "IA$ A ~RlEND~ :DID ~~o THIN 

"YOU" CMU~I~· Ht~CIW' ~°F~i 1'ro 1woRn~r~, 1";;~ I .• 
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'l' I !_:',ii /iilL:~TJ '.,I' I''/!}' l:lf ft~'JJf q/I· ,~ .. Ii· ~- I. . , t - •• I '' ' I I ' I I ,, lo/ f 
~/ . , / -~~1 1

1Cif1~·.',;1' !;'.•:J! '·l ! 1' ,,.· i: , Ill/< I f 1 
( /1 ''( .,_, \ ::11/ ', l l'.·1 I 11 :1 

,i."l'~li('.;/ii/ ":i: iii i 1: ::'1;"11' ,1 :, 

·r I ~ 1 : 'I: : ·; 'I;' / / I : "I ' : r 

ark s E i c 'R 14 ,' :r ., / I ./ . , 1 
,! I . I ! ' 1 

: I · 
6'; (I I QCHE'.D LE$. ASSED AIR /FORCE EXA i:NA ~b t 11 

I
s~ i ' I - S11:Nt ]PR I :HELICOPTER T r.,rn ~NG At K]r !p: ' 11 

. . : : ~r-1s. ~~N s:AN ANTON Io r:: s. \t' !Hr:; N'o , : I 1 ! 11 \jOMfL T~ PY/GRAM ANt> NIS ED A~SIG ' N'.r/ I' ' ·!:I a'N~A G,AGE1SCHOOJ-J(· AYE, ElG~· !'iC~."\"HS. I'!, 
,i: · 'Af,S:f.~ T ~E\/ENTH .OI~ISiiON, 'M Hl-{*D9 i , •/ · 

1 J KHORASti U?,ON ~ETURiN Ttl 1RA~• v: ~REI 'HE 1 , : I' 
/1·· : w.As r iG-2i._an:oN 11~ t:~RG~ ·ofrTIRArrNrNG / 1 · ·1 1954 - P1lOM TED Tei CAFHAIN CSE TEMBER>1i·: / ,' 
~965' ' ' ASSIG ED .ro'.MiL'IrARY co Nilj:R irNT'E1f,4IGE~C t : 
'' / , n:;HRA FOR BAs1¢1·c1 TRA NrnG·i<o~ 1~1x ~oN HS. I 
!"' ,i: I ~~0J·\~~~~.\~usi11 ~kA~~~~.,i~~t~s~UiBJ[!~~'f.DA~ : ' 
:, 

1 10i~ AT CIJ'CENTER/KANDLIN~ CLEARAN r . I ' 
· · / R UEs'fs IN T Ht sEcuR IT/Y !SECT ·9 oR . · I 

.• A, OU-l ON 'YEAR'.'!' ' I I i I i ' . 

1968 · , ·- s NT/ to F'OR/r HOt.;ABIRD, ,'('lARYLA i. ~ :F'OR · 
I It!iTELLIGENcE' MAt.lAGP1ftNT COU~SEJ -~ST ING l6 

1

1 

, i WJ:!ll:KS. 1 UPONnOtllPLf:TlOr OF C0t$ -~• : ' 
~;E!UR NED TO I AN,, W li\EREf HE WAS I /iS !~NED ' 

1 , AG!A!N T10 Cl C NT~~ RJ\NDLING C EARANCE , 

1969'
1

' _:~~~~~~i~·T!' ~E~;Afio~~;_!G~~UP,' t)P~!·ME h 
; ' 'COMMANDER. AFF" ,C. cs~ I': ORK.ING ~ I~ ANS : 

SE:CT I ON. i ' '1 'i '!, I ! 11 I I I 
19711 ' - PR£MOTEb TP MAJOR NDLREASS!GN D T , 1' ' ' ' 

M·ILfrARY ::INOUSTRI ·S P-RGANIZAT ION Mict>p ! 
1 

i 

· OR CIVILIAN EMPLIOYMENT, CHE K D O~ BOTH · 
; 'r', 1' ~ECURITY SE·CTION.,- DEAJ..T ¥.'IT L R,ANICE:s:, 

I. 'r' 1 ILITARY AND c1vR1Mi EMPL01YE£1C NiAcTs ,. 

I
/ . I· ' / ITH FOREIGNERSt,' THEf'T, ~AtjOTAGE , 

i I ; j DENTIFICAT ION f'.RiCEf:URES ;AND, P Y !CAL 
I 'I, ': /GUARD/FORCE ORGAN' ZATJON~ 'i' ~ I: 

. '.1973- I97f ~ ,BECAUSE) OF" CO~iPE;r NC IN. SP!OK N ~N'D ' 
1

,i ' : .,'/,''<iRITTEN ENGLtSH~.1 UB <:CT'~dS E fILED TO 
. 1 /1 EE PART OF'1•I8ANLAN r!RCE SENT" TO: VIETNAM · 
I/ ·· AS PART or'ir~E FIRST GROU? or IN/TERNATIONAI 
'' I 'COMMAND or! I CONTROL A 'D 

0

SU!PERV Is ]ON 1<ICCS). 
1 1 · 1 ' REMAINED doRT' MONTH'S IN,1VIET NAt'l, ,'AND ·1· 

i ,, 11 :· 111· .; I . , ·1; :1; !'In 
' ,1 /1 I I I 'I , I ' 
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Hushang Nahavandi 

According to the existing documents Nahavandi who was one of the key elements of the 

Shah's regime and the principal organizer of the "Rastakhiz P.arty", had been arrested and 

kept in custody right at the begining of the victory of Islamic. Revolution. He then managed 

to escape from temporary prision and went into hiding near Tehran and northern part of the 

country. Later on in April 1979 he fled to Turkey via Kurdestan. In spite of his French 

background and education he often was in contact with the American ambassadors. 

Nahavandi saw embassy's cultural affairs officer, a personal friend, on July 28, 1979 and 

claimed dissatisfaction against the Revolution is growing rapidly. He cited the Kurds, as one 

of the only military forces in the country. He foresaw a coup attempt by certain generals 

within 6 to 8 weeks with support from the Kurds unless this succeeds Nahabandi foresees 

deeper chaos and eventually a communist takeover. He viewed that the Kurds probably have 

the support of Israeal and the Saudi Arabia. A week later in another meeting he said "he 

knoll's of no specific plans/or a coup but he has been describing a hypothetical scenario. He then 

repeated the subject of overthrowing the Islamic Republic of Iran and counted the following 

items for such attempt. 

J - The support of forc:ign countries such as Israeal, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt. He 

added however ''foreign intervention ll'as not necessa1J'for serious element to regain control of 

Iran, but on the other hand there sou/d at the very least have to be an agreement amounting to a 

green light or to the absence of a red light before the military ll'ould move in support of any 

Iranian political movement." 

2 - The Kurds and the dissatisfaction of Shariatmadari and his followers (sympathizers) 

3 - Sympathizers of the former regime in the army. 

4 - Finally he emphasized on the support of the U.S.A. 

In response, the U.S. officer raised the non-intervention policy of America in the internal 

policy of Iran, the roots of which could be seen clearly in the succeeding documents. 

In evaluating his remarks the U.S. embassy in Tehran almost.refused his comments and 

described him as a political opportunist and among the most sycophantic of the Shah's close 

aids in recent years and also widely hated by both his colleagues in government and Iranians 

at large. The U.S. embassy in Tehran adds that we see little likelihood of his becoming the 
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nucleus around which opponents of the present order will rally. 

In response to the U.S. embassy in Paris which asked "does Department wish this contact to 

be maintained and if so at what level". There is a note which says Nahavandi views are 

preposterous and suggests future contact be at the concierge level. 

The State Department by taking into account his past history and biography refuses his 

future leadership of Iran and informs all American embassies "nevertheless, we will 
appreciate your staying in touch ... whithout encouraging ... the various Iranians who show up on 

your doorstep. We need to know what they are up to even though it dosen't seem they have any 

real political future in a positive sense. 

Nahavandi later on informed the U.S. embassy that he was departing for Mexico to visit 

the Shah to brief him on the activities of the opponents, but the State Department stressed 

that there was no objection to responding to his contacts on occasion, however we have no 

interest in taking an initiative towards him. 
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SECRET 

P-Memo # 116 

10 January 1972 

MEI>'.: ::,ANDUM FOR: Political Section 

SUBJECT The Reputation of Dr. Husha!:,l~J!~.filfil~" .... 
Chancellor of Tehran University, among ·· 
Shirazi's 

The following information from a reliable source is for 
your information and use and need not be attributed to CAS. 

Students in Shiraz were placid and well behaved until 
NAHAVANDI as Chancellor of Pahlavi University in Shiraz 
began to use the services of SAVAK to reduce student problems. 
Subsequent head beatings by SAVAK radicalized not only the 
students but their parents as well. (Comment: Previous reports 
indicate that SAVAK told NAHAVANDI that they would enter the 
campus at Pahlavi University.\ In December 1971, NAHAVANDI 
planned to give a lecture at bis old University in Shiraz. 
He was urged by many Shirazi's not to attempt to make this 
speech, but he ignored their advice and went to Shiraz. The 
heckling from a largely adult audience became so intense 
while NAHAVANDI was speaking that he left the hall unable to 
complete his speech. 

S E C R E T 
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SRF MEMORANDUM: 

FOR 

SUBJECT 

Seer cf 

25 June 1978 

228 ('\/JI". 
Counselor for Political Affair~ • 

Hushang Nahavandi 

SRF files contain the following derogatory notations 
concerning a Hushang Nahavandi, who is probably identical 
with the person who is President of the Group for the 
Study of Iranian Problems. 

August 24, 1954. Law student who ha~ been a_mem?er 
of the Board of Directors of a pro-Mussadiq orga~ization 
in Paris known as the ~nion of Iranian Students in France, 
which had cooperated with the Tudeh Party. 

Januaryll, 1955. Law student who h~d attended a 
Tudeh Party meeting on October 31, 195~, in the apartment 
of a Miss Khanlari in Paris. Nahavandi was described as 
a Mussadiq sympathizer. 

WARNrnG NOTICE 
St:NSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES 

AND METHODS INVOLVED 
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Secret 

'.· rullPT FJOll &mm DECUSSIFIC1Tl01 
·:· OF E. 0 1tm, UEMP!IOR Cl!E>3Rh 

§ 51(1),@>, (3) 1r (4) (circle enr er 111r1) 
AUIOWICALLI DECLASSIF:Eil GI 

I~~?.t~~~--!_!:? __ J?_~!--~!:1!1.~~~---· 
· (11Jn1 i11pmiil1, inutl dale If mnl) 

.. :c.. .... _:.:. -_;_1_ 

Cn ·:a:,· 2nd c.n Jy,anian friend, Rafi Javid - <:· :::1ec'crical Contractor­
tolrl me t'.:+: "'.:~K for;;,er chancellor of Tehran .liversity(t.nd former 
mi~d~;ter 0:'. tb.- ::;,,1ecn's Secreta:riat), llr. l:;,· .•andi was lec:.vin9 the 
countr y(1·1DobCJ.l>J.y t 1·:a': nigh'.:) fo:;: Europe and "· cit t~~ iliemters of one 
of t:·.e Comni':'tees 1:ere !'1elp::ns M.:n make his ' '.1artureJesc&;:>e, 

T1e narr.e of ~:a::av&nci l:ac cor·ie i;p in the C0'.1· "sation <.::C.':".':Lnc a 
senPral disc•.1s~io:1 of t!-1e present post-revcJ.· ::.onar:-' ~.it·:.:·".:ion. J&\'i.." 
!-.ad, at 'c:1e c;1C: of ,Ja:-i,, requsstc:C: tllat I ar- .::nge a i.:c<."'.::"·-.: JcEt:;.1een 
t1e am::assador anc:J ::ahavandi. iJue prir.1arily to J;ahavandi '.s feelings 
of insec1xl'it~· at that time the meeting he desired 1·1ith e,"~c.ssy people 
never took place. I had read that Nahavandi had been com:icted and 
senta·,1ce<J J:iy t11e Revolutionary T:dhunal and I assumed th&': he J1ad 
been executed I 1·.las therefore cxp:,:eesing my condolences to '.·.is friend 
Javid. 

Javid claims t:1at l:ahavandi \'1as quc:stioned by co;nmittec people soon 
after the 12th of Feb, but that he manag-ed to elude captc:re and that 
he had been spendins the last fe·:: ·,;eeks seeking refuse 11i"'.::1 different 
friends around ?eilran. Javid believes tha·~ ::ahavandi 's r:-ost recent 
sanctuary •,-·as in the Caspian regj.o:-i. 

At any ra<::e, l?ahc:.vandi has ciepc.::teC: Iran, or is departure is to take 
place very soon. JU though he is on some 1·:an1-e:r] list the t:.id of tl1e 
unnarr,ed Co:n:d.ttee 1s :riem:.ers is s1~pp::issed to ser.ure '1is Ei'.i"'.:. 
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NNNNVV ESB079BRA913 
RR RUQMHR 
DE RUFNPS #4739 2151112 
ZNY SSSSS ZZR· 

CN 148 

CHG 

R ~31110Z AUG 79 
FM AMFMBASSY PARIS 

CH RON 

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 3727 
INFO RUQMHR/AMEMBASSY.TERrtAN 4329 
BT 
S E C RE T PHIS 24739 

~ 
NOFO~N 

E.O. 12065 RDS-4 8/2/99 (ZIMMERMANN, WARREN) OR-P 
TAGS: IR, PINT, PINS 
SUBJECT: FORMER IRANIAN MINIST~P. FORESEES COUP ATTEMPT 
IN !RAN 

1. (S-ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUM~ARY: FORMER IRANIAN MINISTER OF HOUSING AND 
DEVELOPMENT, HOUSHANG NAHAVANDI, TOLD US JULY 28 THAT 
RESENTMENT WAS BUILDING UP AGAINST TBE PRESENT IRANIAN 
REGIME, AND WOULD GROW WORSE. HE CITED THE KURDS AS ONE 
OF THE ONLY MILITARY FORCES IN THE COUNTRY, WITH THE 
ARMED SERVICES IN GENERAL DECAY. HE FORESAW A COUP 
ATTEMPT "BY CERTAIN GENERALS• ABOUT SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS 
FROM NOW, WITH SUPPORT FROM TBE KURDS. UNLESS TRIS 
SUCCEEDS, NARAVANDI FORESEES DEEPER CHAOS AND 
EVENTUALLY A COMMUNIST TAKEOVER. END SUMMARY. 

3. EOUSP.ANG NARAVANDI, FORMER MINISTER OF HOUSING AND 
DEVELOPMENT (ABOUT L966) AND LATER CHANCELLOR OF 
TEHRAN UNIVERSITY (FROM L97L UNTIL END OF THE SHAE'S 
REGIME) SA~ EMBASSY'S CULTURAL AFFAIRS OFFICER, A PER­
SONAL FRIEND, ON JULY 28. NAHAVANDI, WHO WAS AWARE 
THAT HIS VIEWS WOULD BE REPORTED, GAVE A LENGTHY 
ANALYSIS OF THE SITUATION-IN IRAN. RE EXPLAINED THAT 
FOLLOWING THE SHAH'S DOWNFALL BE WENT INTO HIDING AND 
LEFT IRAN THROUGH KURDISTAN, WP.ERE HE E!D BROAD 
CONTACTS WITH KURD LEADERS, AND TURKEY. 

4. NAHAVANDI DESCRIBED THE SITUATION IN IRAN AS BAD 
!ND DETERIORATING, AND THOUGHT NORMAL PE~SIAN HABITS 
!ND CONSUMER PRESSURES WOULD BE MAJOR FACTORS IN 
TOPPLING THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, AFTER IHICH CHAOS 
r.nnt.n DEEPEN. RE DESCRIBED TUDER AS TOO SMART TO 

108 

.c.< 

LEAP INTO THE BREACH AT THIS TIME, BUT CAREFULLY 
BURROWING INTO KEY SECTORS, INCLUDING THE MILITARY, AN1 
WATCEING FOR THE RIGHT TIME. THE RIGHT TIME FOR TUDEB 
IS NOT NOW BECAUSE OF A FAIRLY HEAVY ANTI-COMMUNIST 
TINGE AMONG THE POPULATION A'I' PRESENT. BUT A PERIOD OF 
FURTHER CHAOS COULD MAKE THE COMMUNISTS MORE APPEALING. 

5. NABAVANDI DESCRIBED THE KURDS AS HEAVILY ARMED 
(ABOUT 10,000 MEN UNDER ARMS, HE SAID), ORGANIZED, AND 
IN CONTROL OF A 100-150 KILOMETER WIDE STRIP OF LAND 
ALONG THE TURKISH AND IRAOUI BORDER. HE THOUGHT IT 
WOULD BE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO DISLODGE THEM, ES­
PECIALLY GIVEN TEE GENERAL DECAY OF THE IRANIAN ARMED 
FORCES. HE ALSO SPECULATED ON ~HERE THE KURDS WERE 
GETTING THEIR 'FINANCIAL SUPPORT (FROM ISRAEL AN~ SAUDI 
ARABIA, HE THOUGHT). 

6. NAHAVANDI P.EFERRED TO A SPECIFIC MILU.!RY.COUP IN 
PREPARATION, TIMED, HE BELIEVED. FOR .ABOllT su..,..t:IGHT 
WEI:.!!:S !ROM .NOW:"- TRl S .IS TO :BE LED BY "CERTAIN GENERALS" 
AND, IF SUCCESSFUL, COULD AVOID C~AOS AND EVENTUAL 
COMMUNIST TAKEOVER. NAHAVANDI SEEMED TO THINK THE KURDS 
WOULD PROVIDE MILITARY SUPPORT FOR THIS COUP, IN RETURN 
FOR WHICH THEY HOPE TO RECEIVE GREATER AUTONOMY 
(PRINCIPALLY EDUCATION IN ~URDISH, AND NO POLICE 
OR MILITARY IN KURDISTAN WHO ARE NOT KURDS). 
NAHAVANDI ADMITTED THERE WERE DA~GERS IN THIS SCENARIO, 
BUT HE THOUGHT IT WAS LESS DA~GEROUS THAN ONE MIGHT 
THINK. IN ANY CASE, HE SAID, TEERE WAS NO OTHER 
ORGANIZED BODY HE KNEW OF (OTHER THAN THE KURDS) IN 
IRAN AT THE PRESENT TIME. 

7. NAHAVANDI DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS A MONARCHIST BUT NOT 
A ROYALIST. HE SAID HE TEOUGHT IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR TEE 
SHAH TO RET~RN, BUT THAT THE BEST FORM OF GOVERN~ENT 
FOR IRAN WOULD BE BRITISP-STYLE PARLIAMENTARY ~ONARCHY. 
HE PLANS TO REMAIN IN PARIS AND EVIDENTLY HOPES TO 
RALLY AN OPPOSITION NUCLEUS AROUND EIMSELF HERE. FULL 
MEMCON BY POUCH TO NEA/IRN. CHAPMAN 
BT 
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SECRET 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

August 3, 1979 

Houshang Nahavandi 
Former Iranian Minister of Housing and 
Development 

Moshir-Fatemi 
Former Dean of Students, Pahlavi University 
Shiraz 

Richard T. Arndt~;l 
Cultural Attache, Arnernbassy PARIS 

July 28, 1979 at Recamier Restaurant, Paris 

FORMER IRANIAN MINISTER FORESEES COUP ATTEMPT 
IN IRAN 

NEA/IRN 
AMB 
MIN 

POL-5 
CA-Mr. Arndt 

Houshang Nahavandi, born in Rasht I would say around 1926, 
was Minister of Housing and Development when I arrived in 
Iran in 1966. From there he became Chancellor of Pahlavi 
University in Shiraz; then in 1971 was named Chancellor of 
the powerful Tehran University, a post ~hich has always been 
considered a cabinet-level job. He remained at this post 
until the very end, though in the last days of the Shah 
he was one of two candidates for the Prime Ministership which 
was given to Jaffar Sharif-Emami. (Under other circumstances, 
he would certainly some day have made Prime Minister.) 

Nahavandi is French-educated. He did his econ doctorate in 
Paris in the very early fifties (perhaps 1952; title: 
Joseph Shurnpeter, Theoretician of Capitalism). He has always 
been in touch with US Ambassadors, beginning with Armin 
Meyer, but especially with Helms and Sullivan, in spite of 
his French background. He was known to be an enemy of PM 
Hoveyda, but he had good support from the Queen, who enabled 
him to stay on. He had been, earlier, one of the early Westcrn­
educated technocrats who gathered around the figure of 
Ali Mansour, Prime Minister before Hoveyda, who was assassinated. 
Though an enemy of Hoveyda, and a friend of Hoveyda's successor 

SECRET 

SECRET 2 

Jamshid Amouzegar (US-trained PhD in Engineering from Cornell) , 
he noted that the difference was glaring: Amouzegar, though 
his friend and in basic agreement, was a small-minded mani 
Hoveyda, though his enemy and in disagreement, was a big­
minded, large-scale man. 

Nahavandi sees himself as a man who resisted the corrupting 
influences of Iran. He sa:;s the only accusation they have 
found against him is that he received an unexplained sum of 
$250,000 in one of his jobs, probably at Pahlavi Univ.-which 
he said was to cover the costs of a major trip undertaken to 
the US by the Queen at the time they were arranging the 
famous Aspen Conference. He says his means here are barely 
enough to provide for him and his wife, as he said "in 
sharp contrast" to some of his former colleagues, whose 
European bank accounts are in the realm of the fabulous. 

His English is not bad, but French is by far his preferred 
form of communication. His French is virtually native. 

«oshir-Fatemi was Dean of Students when Nahavandi was 
Chancellor of Pahlavi University in Shiraz. But, more im­
portantly, he was in charge of security and probably the 
university's link with SAVAK. He has since gotten himself 
into a profitable private business in US, Iran and Europe, 
in security equipment -- alarm systems, etc.) 

CONVERSATION 

He had arrived in Paris only recently after six months in 
hiding. Part of the time he was in hiding in Tehran, then 
he had traveled to the Kurdish territories with a full growth 
of beard. After that, he stayed in Kurdistan for a period 
and finally left, crossing the border on foot and walking 
about 600 yards, but basically transported the rest of the 
way. He has enough to live in Paris and has a small apart­
ment with his wife. Fortunately all his children are 
launched and earning money so he needs little more than 
subsistence. He plans to stay in Paris and "work," which 
work I took to be dedicated to helping restore common sense 
to Iran. He said he was a monarchist, not a royalist, 
explaining that he thought it impossible for the Shah to 
return but he thought the ideal government for Iran was a 
British-style parliamentary monarchy. 

He said that he felt quite secure in dating the future 
downfall of the present so-called government in Iran to 
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a period between six and eight weeks from our meeting. He 
said consumer pressures and normal Persian habits would be 
major factors in toppling a government apparently deter-
mined to eliminate all pleasure. He said that the collapse 
of the Khomeini regime would lead to chaos that could only 
result, in the longer run, in Soviet domination, though at 
first it would not seem that way. Apart from a coup scenario 
detailed below, he thought the collapse would create a vacuum 
where only the Tudeh was organized in any sense. But he said 
the Tudeh was too smart to leap into the breach at this time. 
He said they were carefully burrowing into various sectors, 
including the military, and watching for the right time. He 
feels that the time is not right for a cornrnunist/Tudeh/Soyiet 
takeover because the population's dissatisfaction at the present 
is accompanied by a fairly heavy anti-communist tinge. He 
indicated that the period following the collapse would prob­
ably result in further chaos, perhaps even worse with the 
winter corning on, after which the Marxist elements would begin 
to look more appealing. Still he did not think the Tudeh 
would move for the final solution for another year or two. 

The coup to which he referred was part of his observations 
in Kurdistan. He says the Kurds are heavily armed: he used 
the figure of 10,000 men under arms. He says every variety of 
weapon imaginable is for sale in the open in the bazars of 
Kurdistan. He says the Kurds control a strip of land running 
from 100 to 150 kilometers into Iran along the Turkish and 
the Iraqui border. He offered the judgment that it would be 
virtually impossible to dislodge them, particularly given the 
total decay of the military in T~hran. He felt that the 
10,000 men of Kurdistan, given the disorganization in Tehran, 
could perhaps pull it off, given the proper leadership. He 
said there was no question whatsoever in his mind that there 
was considerable foreign money going into Kurdish arms. 
He had no suspicion that it was US money; on the contrary, 
he thought it probably was not. But it was difficult to 
determine where it was coming from, and even then whether 
from a primary or a cut-out source. He suggested Israel, Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia as the most likely candidates, but was not 
closed to other possibilities. It was clear that his 
escape via Turkey was not impeded by the Turks. In any 
case, he refers to a specific military coup in preparation 
which is timed, he believes, for about six weeks from now. 
If it succeeds, as he believes it has a chance of doing, it 
might provide an alternate scenario, to the above. It is to be 
led by "certain generals." 

SECRET 

112 

SECRET 4 

He apparently, in his travels throughout Kurdistan made a 
point of meeting with the top Kurds as well as doz~ns of 
fe~low-refugees from Tehran at all levels of prominence. He 
said that the mood of the refugees was for vengeance and 
that he had spent much of his time arguing for the least 
killing possible, in the event of a coup that would succeed 
on ~he grounds that the emotional impact of further killing' 
could only widen the conflict and lengthen it. The Kurds 
to whom he talked, and he gave the impression that he had 
·talked with all of the major leaders, seemed quite concilia­
tory. He was impressed with the modesty of their program. 
In returr; ~or help~ng "liberate" Iran from the oppression 
of Khomeini, he said the Kurds want a certain amount of 
regional autonomy but are surprisingly modest in their 
other demands. Language is central: they want all education 
to b7 in Kurdish, with Persian introduced as a second language 
at high school. They would have no objection to governors­
general being sent from Tehran and would not insist that 
the incumbents.be Kurds. They would not of course want 
police or military in their territory who were not Kurds, 
though he indicated they seemed fairly intelligent in their 
understanding of the technical military problems of leader­
ship and so forth. 

Under questioning, he admitted that he personally was grasping 
at ~e Kurdish nationalist sentiment as one of the only or­
ganized forces that could set things aright in Tehran. He 
admitted it was a dangerous risk, but said he had concluded 
it was less dangerous than one might have feared. In any 
case, he said, there was no other organized body on which 
one might count that he knew of. Asked if other border 
regions were in a similar situation, he said he did not know 
but assumed there was a reasonable chance they were. 

In the realm of past history, he said he felt that the 
Americans had made mistakes but that there were many factors 
involved. He had had numerous conversations with both 
Ambassadors (Helms and Sullivan), privately and in depth. 
Both had reported to him that they were not able to get 
the important messages through the screen .surrounding the 
Shah; he was puzzled by this and felt that the Shah could 
have been reached. 

He told the story of the Shah's last-minute attempt to save 
the situation. When the Sharif-Emami government was being 
considered, he was the other candidate. The Shah asked him 
and Sharif-Emami to present programs. His-was rejected 1 

he said, because the Shah found some of his strictures 
unacceptable. Among them, he said, he had asked for the 
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inunediate departure of one sister and two brothers of the 
Shah; he had included two National Front figures in his 
cabinet~both of whom are now active in the Bazargan 
government, one as.Minister of Justice; he felt the Shah 
had particularly balked at his insistence that all members 
of the Cabinet should be men "beyond reproach." Apparently 
something in his wording, he feels, set the Shah off on a 
complicated discussion of who was and was not beyond re­
proach. Without wanting to indulge in what-might-have-been 
games, he said that his demands were infinitely more modest 
than the points which the Shah conceded to Bakhtiar not a 
month later. 

About the situation in Tehran, he related a variety of 
stories. But to sum up, he said that Jean Larteguy's 
piece in PARIS MATCH of two weeks ago (attached) was as good 
a reportage as could be written, that it was exact in every 
detail and that it covered the situation thoroughly. 

It is clearly his hope to rally an opposition nucleus 
himself here in Paris. In response to a feeler about a 
semester in a US university, he said he thought he could 
better do what he had to do in Paris, though he had no 
plans to rent in Neauphle-le-Chateau. 

ICA:RArndt:rw 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

August 10, 1979 

Houshang Nahavandi 
Former Iranian Minister of Housing and 
Development 

Richard T. J:..~ 
Cultural Attache, AmEmbassy PARIS 

August 10, 1979 Cafe,Place des Ternes 

Iranian Emigre Activities 

NEA/IRN 
AMB 
OSA 

POL-5 AmEmbassy Tehran 
ICA-Mr. Arndt Mr. Tomseth 
MIN 

Subject called CAO to request one-on-one meeting. He explained 
that our earlier meeting, conducted before a third person, 
had been constrained. He wanted to pin things down and go 
into more detail. 

'rhe allusive style of the first meeting had led me to a 
serious misconception, which we cleared up immediately. He 
knows of no specific plans for a coup i~ the near future. 
He is certain however that internal pressures will result 
in major changes in Iran in the very near future, as public 
understanding of the-disastrous consequences of the present 
chaos becomes more universal. Without contrary leadership, 
this could only result in a leftward shift. The "coup" he 
mentioned was a hypothetical scenario. He said the situation 
in Iran was so fragile that very little organized force would 
be required to regain control. This indeed was the great 
danger: there were too many ambitious people in too many 
parts of the world who were capable of detonating some kind 
of action. He feared the Shah's sister Ashraf the most but 
said there were others. The problem: how to guide the energy 
into a single channel, uniting military and political 
elements. At the same time, certain facts had to be 
respected in order for any new control to be acceptable to 
the population of Iran. He sees no realistic scenario at 
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present which could i~volve the Shah, given int7rnal. 
conditions. Equally important, a government which will 
succeed in Iran will have to be built around people whose 
reputation and character are irreproachable. Too many 

2 

of the key candidates have been so compromised by their 
past as to be unable to move into a situation which has 
been sensitized to the need .for minimal honesty in government. 

He was disappointed by Bakhtiar. He admired him as a man 
of courage .and conviction; he had the honesty of his rel­
atively powerless past. On the other hand he had always . 
feared his naivete, stemming from inexperience. Worse, his 
press conference last week had told us unfortunate things 
about the man. He thought the conference had been badly 
handled, from an image viewpoint: he thought the effort to 
identify with De Gaulle in his years of exile was a dire 
mistake. More serious, the press conference made it clear 
that Bakhtiar's penniless condition had caused him to reach 
out to strange bedfellows for support. He said the 
entourage of Bakhtiar was filled with the wrong people. 
He cited for example Javad Davalou Alamir, former Tehran 
stringer for Le Monde, whose connections to the PLO and 
other unsavory facts about his life made him very much the 
wrong choice as Bakhtiar's press attache. He was equally . 
horrified to find Amir Motaghi in Bakhtiar's camp: Motaghi 
for years was chief flunky and even pander to the late 
Asadollah Alam. Men like these would lose the game for 
Bakhtiar before it even began. 

He said a Committee for National Liberation would shortly 
be announced,bringing together those of the emigres who 
had the courage to come out in the open. His own article 
would appear in Le Figaro this week, with others to follow. 
He said there were groups of important Iranians in Brussels, 
Munich New York, Washington, as well as Paris. He said 
40,000

1

Iranians in exile were living in the Cannes-Nice 
region. 

Turning to the internal situation in Iran, he said th~t it 
was clearly fragile. This created dangerous tempta~ions 
for at least five nations (and perhaps for others like 
France) whose tacit support for Bakh~iar had to be considered 
as a factor. Israel, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt all had 
interests in stabilizing Iran, singly or in some joint 
effort combining two or more. Iraq's game was hard7r to 
read at the present time but its interests were obvious and 
high. He noted that Iraq would make a great mistake in 
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attempting anything in the Khuzistan area since this thrust 
at Iran's lifeline would unite the present government and 
the military as nothing else would. He felt that there 

3 

was already foreign support going into Kurdistan but did not 
know where it came from. He said he thought foreign inter­
vention was not necessary for serious elements to regain 
control of Iran, but on the other hand there would at the 
very least have to be an agreement amounting to a green 
light or to the absence of a red light before the military 
would move in support of any Iranian political movement. 

He went into a little more detail about the strength of the 
Kurds. They were dug deeply into mountain strongholds from 
which it would be nearly impossible to dislodge them. He 
had been astonished at the extent of their preparation and 
their armament. He had seen mountain caverns prepared to 
land and hide three helicopters at once. He said huge 
supplies of weapons and light artillery were everywhere. 
He reiterated his impression that the program demands of 
the Kurdish leadership were rational and moderate. 

Since our earlier discussion, he had had news of considerable 
unrest in Azerbaijan as well. Ayatollah Shariatmadari's 
dissaffection had important implications for Azerbaijan, 
where he is a supremely influential figure. The history 
of Iran in the last hundred years showed Azerbaijan to be 
the area of the country in which most important political 
movements began. 

The key is the military. He says it is ready to act but 
needs to know when, how and in what direction. He wished 
there was more time for the military to be prepared, but 
it can be done when the time is right, as it seems to be. 
The key man: General Oveissi, now resident in New York. 
General Azmoudeh, a much older military figure who commands 
tremendous respect in the Iranian military hierarchy, gave 
his full blessing last week to Oveissi. The hierarchical 
structure of the Iranian military is its great strength and 
the factor which assures him of its unity of action, one 
the goals are decided. The systematic corruption of various 
military elements by the present government is serious but 
not yet widespread enough to be much of a negative factor. 
He mentioned a variety of spots in Iran where military units 
have been preserved intact, his example being Lavisan, the 
base just northwest of Tehran, reserved for the Imperial 
Guards. He said the base was so strong that the present 
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regime did not dare even approach it and that its loyalty 
to the old military order was intense. Since wives and 
children lived there, its defense in case of attack would 
be bitter. He said corcununications in military circles, 
both inside Iran and outside, were excellent. Various 
military figures moved in and out with ease under a 
variety of passports. He had had lengthy discussions 
with two of Oveissi's delegates during the last week and 
had been present when General Azrnoudeh declared his support. 

I asked him who the military were. He said they had told 
him they did not want their names circulated, out of sad 
experience. They believed, he said, that a military c~up 
in Libya five years ago was destroyed and its leadership 
executed because they had confided in the U.S. Embassy and 
the Embassy had allegedly confided in Khaddafy. Challenged 
as to the accuracy of the SAVAK-originated story, he said 
he neither knew nor cared about its truth but that the 
military men in question believed it to be true hence were 
exercising extreme caution. 

He had reservations about Oveissi, above all in the longer 
run. On balance, given the need to move quickly, he felt 
he was probably the best military leader they could get. 
His reputation as the Friday Butcher had negative and . 
positive implications: it meant, for the pur~oses of this 
discussion, that he was the most feared man in Iran. He 
told this story: in hiding in Tehran (in the home of one 
of the Revolutionary Corcunittee Chiefs!), a rumor had 
reached him that Oveissi was on the march towards Tehran. 
The reaction of his host was total panic: "If Oveissi 
comes, we can only run; he will decapitate us all." This 
reputation for brutality, while a mixed blessing, is an 
advantage in the dirty business of restoring order. 

He said professional military circles are convinced that 
Tehran will be an easy prize. With the Kurds backing them 
up, he says they believe Tehran ca~ be taken with 2000 men. 
There.Mas little doubt the casualties would be heavy. 

He then went into the message he wished me to deliver. 
During the last years in Tehran, he had confided more 
than once in Ambassadors Helms and Sullivan. He treated 
them he said as he would treat no Ambassador from another 
foreign natio~ because the future of Iran, like it or not, 
could only be affected by US actions. In th~ sa~e wa~, he 
was speaking to me as to a channel of communication with 
Washington in the same spirit. His country was in dire 
need and only the US could help. Despite my demurs and 
my references to the new US era of non-intervention, he 
pressed forward. 
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The problem is not to provide the muscle but to motivate 
the coalition of the necessary forces: the military, the 
political stratum, and presumably the Kurds. The second 
aspect of this is to provide some kind of leadership over 
the other nations whose interest in a change of situation 
in Iran is known. The military will not move without some 
kind of green light, or at least the assured absence of a 
red light. The dangers of failure are too great. He said 
that control must be .regained, that an immediate rise of 
oil production by two million barrels would then enable 
the countrx to pull in the capital and regain the confidence 
of the world economic establishment so that they could get 
the economy moving again. A statement, however private, 
of US support or at least non-intervention would permit 
Iranian elements to pull themselves together. His own role 
was to do what he could. He had no illusions about being 
the sole leader, but he can- play an important role and 
wishes to do so. He said he could bring with him a fol­
lowing that he had built up since 1972 when he set up a 
think-team of intellectuals and political figures to do 
research and policy thinking on the social, economic and 
political problems of Iran. 

He said that a critical mass of Iranian leadership could 
be pulled together at any time. He wondered whether a 
discreet meeting between key Iran emigre elements and 
some Washington figure who could speak with authority 
could be arranged in the near future. For such a gathering, 
it would be important to have one or more of the Kurdish 
chiefs present. 

He picked up my theme of naivete in such matters. He said 
his was as great or greater. He does not know how to 
proceed at this point. but believes that dialog with the 
us is the critical factor. Without it he fears not much 
will happen to prevent further decline into chaos and, 
ultimately, into the Soviet camp. 

ICA:RArndt:lvh 
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'· NAHAVANDI'S COMMENTS ABOUT THE SITUATION ALONG THE 
TURKISH AND IRAQI BORDERS' WITH IRANIAN IURDESTAN ARI 
GENERALLY CONSONAl(I' VI'f'B OUi. AtMimDLT LIMIUED INJ'ORHA­
TION. MOST PEOPLE VE HAVE TALKED TO.WHO HAYE VISITED 
'JHE REGION RECENULY HAVE ALSO REPORTED THAT THE KURDS 
ARE IN DE FACTO CONTROL or ~HE BORDER. VE ARE NOT STRE, 
HOWEVER, THAT THEY ARE AS WELL ORGANIZED AS NAHAVANDI 
STGGESUS; "IHERE ARE A NWMBER or I~DISH GRO'"'S OPERAUING 
I~ lHI RE~ION, AND IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT THEY USUALLY 
COORDINATE THEIR ACTIVITIES VERY EFFECTIVELY. 

3. WE n}JE NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT NAHAVANDI'S PROGNOS· 
IIClfION1lHA{fHERE wILL BE A coi'P LED BY DISGRUNULED 
GENERALS IN SIX TO EIGHT wEEKS. IT IS A SIMPLE FACT THAT 
'IilERE ARE rJW GENERALS LEFT ON ACTIVE DUTT TO LEAD IT. 
MOREOVER, "JHE ARMED FORCES REMAINS IN STCH DISARRAY"fHAf" 
IT IS DIFFICULT ~o CONCEIVE or EVEN A COLONELS' COUP 
BAYING M11CH CHANCE or STfc;ESS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

4. HOWEVER, HIS REFERENCE TO POSSIBLE KURDISH INVOLVE­
MENl IN MILIUART ACUIVIUIES BAS A FAMILIAR RING. 1)'BERE 
HAS LONG BEEN A SuBSTANTIAL KURDISH COMPONENT AMONG 
CAREER MEMBERS or THE IRANIAN ARMED FORCES, AND RUMORS 
ABOTND 1ilA~ KTRDISH A~D NON-ITRDISH MILIUART PERSONNEL 
ALIKE MIGHT :i;ESERT TO JOIN A MILITARY FORCE OUTSIDE 
UBE REGULAR ARMED SERVICES WHICH BAS SOME PROSPECT OF 
OVERTHROWING THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. SPECULATION IN 
THIS REGARD TENDS TO CENTER ON GEN. AZIZOLLAH PALIZBAN 
i'BO IS FREQTENULY SAID'J'Q BE OR~ANIZIN~ A MILIUARY 
10RCE IN IURDESTAN. (NOTE: WE HAVE NO CONCRETE EVIDENCE 
THAT SUCH A FORCE EXISTS OR THAT PALIZ!AN IS EVEN IN 
IURDES TAN. ) 

5. RE NAHAVANtf, EOi'EVER HE MI~BT B1: DESCRIBING !!IMSELJ' 
AT TilE MOMENT, HE IS FOREMOST A POLITIC&L OPPORTUNIST. 
P.E WAS AMONG Tfo MOST SYCOPHANTIC oz. TH'E SHAH-~ cton 
AIDES IN RECEN YEARS AND WIDELY BAfl:D BY BO~HIS 
COLLEAGUES IN OVERNMENT AND IRANIANS AT LARGE. WJ 
SEB LIUTLE LIKELIHOOD OP HIS BECOMING THE NUCLEUS AROUND 
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1. (SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT), 

2, BEARING IN MIND TPE REPUTATION ASCRCOED TO 
NAEAVANDI IN REF A, WE REPORT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 
COMMFNTS HE MADE TO CAO ON AUGUST 10. SINCE NO ONE 
FLSE WAS PRESENT, HE WAS ABLE TO BE FXPLICIT WHEN HE 
RAD BEEN ALLUSIVE BEFORE. FOLL MEMCON POUCHED NEA/IRN 
AND TEHRAN. 

3, NAHAVANDI CLARIFIED SOME ASPECTS OF RIS COMMENTS 
DURING THE PREVIOUS MEETING 1REF B) IN PARTICULAR TWO 
POINTS. FIRST, HE DOES ~OT SEE HIMSELF AS THE CENTRAL 
FIGU~E AT ALL BUT ONE or MANY WBO ARE ATT~MPTING TO 
REOALESCE PATRIOTIC ELEMENTS TO REGAIN CONTROL OF IRAN 
~ND TO REBUILD THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY, WITHOUT THE SHAH. 
SECOND, HF KN6ws OF NO SP!CIFIC PLANS FOR A COUP IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE, BUT EID BEEN DESCRIBIN~ A HYPOTHETICAL 
SCENARIO. 

4. NABAVANDI WAS DISAPPOINTED WITF BA~HTIAR'S PRESS 
CONFERENCE. ~HILE AN AD~IRER OF THE MAN, HE IS 
ESPECIALLY CRITICAL OF HIS ENTOURAGE. NAR!VANDI SAID 
THAT A "coMMirrEE FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION, PRESUMABLY 
INCLUDING BAKHTIAR, WOULD SF.ORTLY BE FORr.ED AND 
ANNOUNCED IN PARIS, HE HIMS~LF WILL PUBLISH AN ARTICLE 
IN nOR PARIS DAILY LE FI~ARO THIS WEEK. 

5, < .y TO A COUP IS THE MILITARY, AND KEY MAN IS 
GEN L OVEISSI, NOW IN NEW YORK. SENIOR GENERAL 
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AZMOCDEP GAVE FIS ~LWSSIMG TO OVSISSI LAST WEEK IN 
PARIS. HE S~ID OVEISSI HAD EXCELLENT CO~MUNICATION 
WITH THE MILITARY INSIDE IRAN. 

6. NARAVANDI ASKFD CAO TO ~ELIVER MFSSAG~: HE SAYS 
THE PROBLEM IS NOT TO PROVIDE TB~ MUSCLR PUT TO 
MOTIVATE TITF COALFSCENCE OF NECFSSA~Y FORC~S: THE 
MILITARY, THE POLifICAI STRATUM, AND PRESUMABLYTEE 
KURDS. SECOND ASEEcr IS TO PROVIDE SOME {IND OF 
LEADFRSFIP OR CONTROL OVEa OTHER NATIONS WHOSE 
INTEREST IN A cqANGE OF SITUATION IN IR~N IS KNOWN 
AND ~RO MIGRT BE TEMPTED TO INTFaVENE. TPE IR~NIAN 

MILITARY nLL NOT t·IOVE 'N"ITHOUT SOME 7 I ND OJi GRE.EN 
LI~ET, OR AT LFAST THE ASSUR~D ABSENCE OF A RED LIGHT. 
A STATEMENT, HO~EVER PRIVAT~, OF US SUPPORr OR AT 
'."RE Lli'AST, OF NON-PJTEHVlfNTION WOULD PEPMIT IRANIAN 
ELEMENTS TO PULL TBEMS~LV~S ro~FTHER. BE WONDERgD 
WffETBER A DISCREFT MEETIN~ rOULD ~E AqRANJED, IN PARIS 
OR NEW YORK, IN TRE ~EAR FUTUqE B~rWEEN KEY IRANI~N 
EMIGRE EI.FMF;NTS AND 'SOME U.S. FIGTTRF ';/HO COHLD SPEAr~ 
WITH ADTHORirY. INTER ALIA ON~ OR MORE KURDISH 
CHIEFS SHOTILD EE P'lESEWl'. 

7. OUF~Y: IN VIEW OF R~F A PARA 5 COMMFNTS, DOES 
DEPARTMENT WISH TFIS CONTArT TO BE MAINTATNED? AND 
IF SO, AT WAAT LEVEL? 
CHAPMAN 
BT 
#5905 
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SECRET 

OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 

Richard T. Arndt, Esquire 
Cultural Attache 
American Embassy 
Paris, France 

Dear Mr. Arndt: 

~OPY FOR \'IC'iOi< T:J;.;SLTB,' 
AMEMBASSY TEl'f'.A!l 

August 14, 1979 

Thank you for sending us a full report of your conversa­
tion with Houshang Nahavandi. His remarks track closely 
those of Manucher Ganji, who you know was a member of 
the same liberal clique around the Empress. 

In my time in Tehran, Nahavandi was considered widely 
unpopular in his university constituency. He thought of 
himself as a prime candidate for the Prime Ministry, but 
there were few Iranians in or outside the establishment 
who shared his appreciation of his own merits. Thus, 
like so many other emigres, his potential for assuming 
a leading role in an Iran in the future seems to me 
rather limited, 

Nevertheless, we will appreciate your staying in touch 
--without encouraging--the various Iranians who show up 
on your doorstep. We need to know what they are up to 
even though it doesn't seem they have any real political 
future in a positive sense. 

You may wish to share this with Warren Zi~erman. I am 
sending a copy of this together with your report to 
Tehran. 

Sincerely, 

Henry Precht 
Director 

/' Off ice of Iranian Affairs 

~: PolCouns - Amembassy Tehran 

NEA/IRN:HPrecht:sw 
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SECRET 
GOS, 8/14/85 

~KNNVV 'SBZ32jRA~7Z 
PP R1JC'MF:: 

L~1854 

DE RUFNP~ ~9978 2f!1645 
Z'JY CCCC" ?ZP. 

E X D I S 
CHARGE P E 171E4 Z SEP 79 

FM AMFMH··~y P!RIS 
TC RUE!C/-~CSTATE~WASRDC PRIORITY 5345 
INFO RU(W' 'i/Al"EMBASSY TEHRAN 4394 
RUEBME/Ar 7~BASSY MEXICO 1595 

q/i I CHRN 

V-~~ BT 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L PAP.IS 23978 

EXDIS 

F.O. 12065: ~DS-4 9/17/99 (ZIMMERMANN WAR~~~) 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, IR ' --· 
SUBJ: FORMFR IRANIAK MINISTER IN EXILE IN PARIS 
TPIVELLING TO MEXICO TO TAL! WITP SHAH 

~BF: PAaIS 24739 (~~?AL) 

I. SFCRET ENTIRE TEXT. 

OR-P 

· · :FOP.ME?. IRAl'I!N MINISTER OF FOUSING AND 
~~VELOPMENT !OUSFANG ~AH!VANDI WEO IS ACTIVE I~ IRANIAN 
· IGRE CIRCLES INFOP~ED TEE CAO T~AT RE IS DEPARTINl 
~ARIS ON MONDAY SEPTEMBER 17 FOR ~EXICO TO VISIT THE 
"~AP. EIS ~}S~ION: TO !~FORM THE SHAE ABOUT TEE 
'.~DDING ~OV~KN~E~T IN EXILE. IT IS A POLITICAL 
LOALITION, .RO~ING STEADILY CLOSER, BUILT AROUND 
tA~HTIAR, JAMSHID A~OUZIGAR AND HIMS•LF PLU~ "T 
tPO DO NOT YET wISH TO BE IDENTIFIED- AND-WIT~v fE 
'.:"~PORT OF_EMIGRF MILITARY FIGUR:i:S OVEISSI AND JAM. 
~!w PURPOS& IS TO PERSUADE TEE SHAH THAT EE MU 

TAY OUT OJ THIS, THAT THERE IS NO CHANCE OF HIS EVER 
~!TURNING TO IRAN, THAT THE MOST SE 2AN HOP• FOR IS A 
"'ASJNABLE C!ANCE FOR £IS SON TO PLAY SOM? K~IND OF ROLr 
!•1 "!1'E FU'I'lf!U. - - L 

': KAHAVANDI SAYS TEEIR REPORTS INDICATE GROWIN~ DIS­
:~fECTION, .~~ONOMIC ~INURY AND ADMINISTRATIVE CHAOS 
·~ ~RAN. Tb~Y ARE IN TOUCH WITH IMP~RTANT NA~ES INSIDE 
~ :~~~ RF IS ~OT DISCOURAGED BY TBE CRUSHING 01 T~E 
, '. 1:~w ,AND ~~YS T!AT IMPORTANT MILITARY FIGU2ES HAVE 
· 1.CTID OV&R TB& EPISODE. BE REFERS TO LARGE NUMBERS 

1 ~LO ~ILITARY IN TEERA~, MANY OF W~OM TOOZ PART . 
f\ .EE ~URDISE REPRESSION, E.G. ONE KEY MAN ABOARD 
LV~RT FELIC~PTER GUNSHIP. -

~ .,~, .. ' 
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4. NAPAVANDI SAYS THE M:>MENT IS APPROACP.ING WEEN 
COUNTER ACTION MUST ~F TAKEN. IF NOT NOW, THINGS WILL 
DRAG ON FOR YEARS, OR AT LEAST UNTIL THE DEATH OF 
r.soMn~---

OLD THE CAO T~AT BE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
PROPRIATE USG OFFICIAL {PREF!RABLY IN 
WAY BAC~ FROM ~EXICO EITHER IN 'ASHINGTON 

OR iLSEWBERE. NAEAVANDI SUG~ESTED THAT IF A M~ETING 
WAS DESIRED THAT BE BF. CONT!CTED AT THE HOME O~ EIS 
D!UGRTER, MRS. AFSANEH MALEKZADEH tN SALT LAKE CITY . 
WHERE HE WILL GO AFTER LEAVH!G MEXICO. MRS. MALEKZADEH 'S 
TELEPRONE N~M!ER: eal-261-2392. NAHAVANDI WAS NOT 
ENCOr.RAGED TO EXPECT MEETING WITH USG OFFICIALS. 
HARTMAN 
BT 
#e979 
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NNNNVV ESB043BRA784 
RR RUQMHR 

002110. 
DE RUEHC #9717 2651317 
ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
R 221236Z SEP 79 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO RUDKEBQ/AMEMBASSY BERN 0199 
RUFHOL/AMEMBASST BONN 2197 
RUDTC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 8592 
RUFNPS/AMEMBASSY PARIS 9745 
RUEHRO/AMEMBASST ROME 2754 
INFO RUQMHR/AMEMBASSI TEHRAN 4677 
BT I 
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L STATE 249717 

~ 
E.O. 12065: RDS-4, 9/20/89(CLEMENT, 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, IR 

SUBJECT: 

REF: 

CONTACT WITH IRANIAN EXILES 

PAP.IS 28742 (NOTAL) 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. IN CONTACTS WITH IRANIAN EXILES IN EUROPE IT IS 
CRUCIAL THAT NO IMPRESSION BE LEFT THAT T 
INTENTION OF INTERFERING IN INTERNAL IRAN~!Nui;F~t~sA~~ 
OF .SUPPORTING GROUPS PLOTTING AGAINST THE IRANIAN GOVERN 
MEr-iT. PLEASE MAKE THIS EXPLICITLY C E -
tMFFASIZE TEIS POINT BECAUSE OF DEEP~R~~Ti~ ~~~;~~ioNSWE 
OF 

1

US INTENTIONS ON THE PART OF THE NEW IRANIAN GOVERN­
MENT. ANY CONTACT, HOWEVER INNOCENT, CAN BE MIS­
INTERPRETED BY THE GOI. IT SHOULD ALSO BE KEPT 
TPAT INDIVIDUAL IRANIANS RAVE BEEN KNOWN TO READI~o~iND 
INTO CONTACTS WITH USG OFFICIALS THAN IS WARRANTED OR 
!ELIBERATELY TO MAKE FALSE CLAIMS OF USG SUPPORT FOR 
THEIR PARTICULAR CAUSE. 

'· TEE FOREGOING SHOULD NOT BE READ AS AN ABSOLUTE 
INJUNCTION AGAINST CONTACT WITH IRANIAN EXIL~S IN O 
INSTANCES sucH CONTACTS ARE NATURAL -ON THE BAsis OF s ME 

Pf:RSONAL ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE EXILE. SOME CONTACTS n H~o~~~G s~gi~~MnrnN E~iA~~iE~~nc~~s T~~N u~~. u~gM5ut~ 
CIRCUMSPECTION AND CAUTION AS TO POLITICAL SIGNALS WILL 

0 

CHARGE' 
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Firooz Sharifi 

The above mentioned person was ISIRAN project executive member and in connection 

with the armed forces. 

In the exisiting document his name appears as one of leaders of pro-constitutionalist 

marches which was in support of Bakhtiar during the course of the Islamic Revolution. 

The documents indicate his contacts and meetings with the staff of political section of the 

U.S. Espionage Den from April to September 1979. Although in these documents Sharifi has 

been introduced as a crazy, but the news of his activities which is said to be totally right wing 

was being followed by the U.S. very closely. Sharifi claims that he is planning an armed 

struggle against the Bazargan government, and is in contact with Dr. Sadighi one of the 

leaders of the National Front. 

On 10th June 1979 he took one of the embassy staff to a meeting with a man known as 

"Fred" who boasts to be leading a small group of 200, struggling to restore monarchism. 

Few machine-guns were also in display in the very same room. Fred claims that he has 

already attacked stations of Committe and Pasdaran. He also talks about the support of the 

Baluchies as well as the activities of Palizban in Kurdestan area. 

"Fred" claims that he knows 117 groups which are fighting the Revolution, each having 

from 50 to few thousands members and said that he is in communication with most of them. 

In the presence of Sharifi, Fred alleged that he could line up ethnic groups such as 

Turkomans and even the Kurds and the like minded political groups in Tehran, if sufficient 

financial resources are avaliable. 

In res pons to his comments, the U.S. offcial says that "other factors such as leadership and 

purpose would be at least as important as the financial resources to any movement which hoped 

to oust Khomeini." 

Nevertheles, the aim of the U.S. embassy for continuation of such contacts was mainly to 

gather information about the project he was managing in the Navy. Moreover, American 

government believed it was possible for the Revolution to fail if the economic and welfare 

plans and promisses would not succeed, so the contacts with such elements was evaluated as 

to be a positive step. 

The Americans while surreptitiously keeping the track of the armed activities of such 

elements against the Islamic Republic, continued their contacts with them, and since the 

chance for the success of such group was very weak, they never gave any promise support. 

The documents indicate that Sharifi was intending to leave the country and therefore the 

subsequent fate of this perfidious counter-revolution element remains in obscurity. 
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.UM.IS 

F.C. 12065: XGDS-4 4/29/99 (STEMPEL, J.D.)OR-F 
Tl.JS: PINT, IP 
StBJ: LATEST FROM THE RllHT WING 

R!F: A) TEHRA~ 2739 Bl TEHRAN 1991 

1. (S-!NTIP.E TEXT) THIS IS A P.EPORTING CABLE. 

'.:iFG~: S!ATT 
'FPP.V: CH~:c~~''s 
DRFTD: POL:JDSTE~PiL 
CLEAR: NONE 
DISTR: CEG POL 2 OR 

MAAG DAO ECON 

2. SUMMA!!: EX-RSTABLISHMBNT TYPES ARE PLANNING SOM! 
MILITARY CRALLSNGES TO BAZARGAN GOVERN'IENT. RIGHTISTS MAY 
BE LOO';ING FO"!" MILITARY AID. END SU"IMARY. 

3. FIROOZ SHARIFI AND AC!ING POL CRIEF REVIEWED POLITICAL 
DiVELOPMENTS OVER LUNCH 2~ APRIL. SF.ARIF! HAS PEEN 
I~VOLVED IN SEVERAL EFFORTS TO SAVE A PIECE OF THE 
POLITICAL ACTION FOR SUPPORTERS OF PRBVIOUS REGIME (SEE 
El'TELS). HE I.SUD TO SEE POLOFF TO REVIEW DEVELOPMENTS 
BECAUSE HE IS LEAVING ON MONT~-LONG TRIP ABOUT 3 MAY. 

4. SH.GIFI SAID GE"I OVEISSI AND SEVERAL OTHERS OF THE 
S~A3'S GENERALS HAVE "10 INTENTION OF QUOTE LETTIN3 
ISLAMIC REP~BLIC FRITTER AWAY COUNTRY TO CO~MU~ISTS 
UNO~OTl. ACCORDING TO SHARIFI, OVEISSI WAS BE9IHD 
NAGEADEH REBELLION, WHICH WAS STAGED TO SEE HOW EFFFCTIVE 
GO! RESPONSE WAS. (RESULT: NOTREALLY GOOD, IN SHARIFI 
VIE~·.) THERE >.RE QUOTE MODF.RATE UNQUOTE (EUPHEMISM FOP 
roNARCEIST FORCES WITHOUT TEE MONARCHY) MILITARY G!OUPS 
BUNG FOP.MED AT FOUR LOCATIONS OUTSHE IRAN WHICH WILL 
PF.O?ABLY ~E RZADY TO ACT IN LATE MAY. ONE IS IN FA!ISTAN, 
T~O IN IRA~ AND ONE IN TUR~EY. GROUPS HOPE TO RALLY 
FORCES ~RO EAVE BECOME DISILLUSIONED ~ITH IHOM!INI 
FOR STRUGGLE AGAINST LEFT. 

5. SAERIFI MADE NO DIRECT PLEA FOR AID AS HE USUALLY 
DOES (RE!"TELS) BUT DID SAY T:iAT GROUPS WEP.E RO\:NI'ING UP 
rOhEY P~D ••• ~ITH A QUIZIC'L LOO~ SUGGESTED USG MIGHT 
~ANT TO CONTRIBUTE. POLOFF TURNED RIM OFF FIRMLY AND THIS 
Tlr:! IT wAS SHARIFI WED SAID, QUOTE WE'LL JUST HAVE TO 
~AIT A EIT A~D SEE POW THINGS DEVELOP, ~NQUOTE ~ITH A 
COKFirFNCE SE EAS NOT S!OWN BEFORE· HE T3!N SAID HE 
PLl~NFD TO SPEND ABOUT 3P D'TS ABROAD, BUYING MACHINE~! •OR 
EIS CEICf1N FAP.M. POLOFF ADDED OUOT! A~D OTHER V.INDS AS 
\oiE~? UNOUOTE TO WHICH SR.~RIFI REPLIED ':."ITH A GRIN, BUT 
SE. OU SLY QUOTE YES, SOr-'.i: HEAVY WEAPONS AS WELL. UNQUOTE 
(C , ~~NT: ~RILE SHARIFI IS PROBABLY NOT ON A FULL-

s~ C~ET /LIMDIS T1'~if<AN 2'H35 

SCALE MIPCEANTS-OF-DEATH ~ISSIOK, RE MAY ~~lL BE LOO~ING 
FOR LIMITED ARMED HELP AND ~AY SVR!AC? EITPE~ IN Y'SHINlrr· 
OR IN TBF MUR~IER ARMS EAZAARS OF THE WO~L~.) 

6. ON A PERSONAL ~OTE, SHARIFI FAD SOME INTERESTING THINr,~ 
TO SAY ABOUT ISERAN, WHERE HE IS A COt-'.PUTEll PROJECT-· 
MANAGER. IRANIAN ARMED SERVICES ARE ABOUT TO DISBAND 
ISERAN IN ITS PRESENT FORM, BUT PLAN TO KEEP SEVERAL OF IT~ 
PROJECTS GOING, INCLUDING THE NAVY PROJEQ.!I' WHICH SHARIFI 
HEADS. NEW REVOLUTIONARY PRESIDENT OF ~ERAN IS 
SECOND-RATE SCIENTIST WHO QUOTE ns ELECTED BY THE TEA-l!OY'" 
AND JANITORS BECAUSE HE PROMISED TREM ALL CARS AND HOUSES. 
UNQUOTE THERE IS CONSIDERABLE INTRAMURAL SQUAEFLING 
BETWEEN THE NEW PRESIDENT AND SOME OF THE COMPANY'S 11ADINl 
PROJECT MANAGERS. SHARIFI THltEW UP HIS HANDS AT PROSPECTS 
FOR EXECUTIVE HARMONY OVER NEXT SIX MONTHS, BUT THOUGHT 
~EY PROJECT MANAGERS LIKE HIMSELF COULD 1iEP PRESENTLY 
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS GOING, IF MILITARY RECOGNIZES ITS 
NEEDS BEFORE CHAOS DEGENERATES. 

7. GENERAL COMMENT: MEETING WAS SHORTER THAN PREVIOUS 
SESSIONS, AND SHARIFI DID NOT PUSH AS HARD. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, HE wAS MORE OPTIMISTIC THAN BEFORE, AND CLEARLY 
Th!N~S SOMEONE HAS SOHETHIN•l GOHG. HE POINTED TO 
CONTINUED EFFORTS OF CHILDftEN OF THOSE EXECUTED TO GREASE 
OUT REVOLUTIONARY GUARDSMAN AT NIGHT !S EX!~PLE OF 
OUOTE MODERATE UNQUOTE ACTIVITY BUT WOULD NOT B! 
DRAWN INTO DISCUSSION OF ROW CLOSELY THIS ~AS LINKEt TO 
HIS MOVEMENT. KILLINGS OF REVOLUTIONA3Y GUARDIANS CONTINUE 
(OUR OWN SECURITY FORCH TOLD POLOFF OF SHOOTING OF FO~~ 
GUARDS THAT OCCURED EVENING OF 26 APRIL JUST SIX BLQC{S 
~ORTH OF EMBASSY. NAAS 
PT 
#4435 

t\NNN 
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SECRET 
STATE 
CHG:CWNAAS 
POL:JDSTEMPEL/BJH 
NONE 
POL 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

LIMDIS 

XGDS-4 5/1/99 (STEMPEL, J.D.) OR-P E.O. 12065: 
TAGS: PINT, IR 
SUBJ: CS) LATEST FROM THE RIGHT WING 

REF: ANKARA 3297, TEHRAN 1991, TEHRAN 12691 

1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. EMBASSY NO LONGER HOLDS TEHRAN 1991. 
SUBJECT TRANSMITTED BELOW: 

MAJOR CABLE ON 

SECRET 
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SECRET 

3. SUMMARY: SHARIFI, ONE OF LEADERS OF CONSITITUTIONAL­
IST PARADES IN EARLY FEB, ASKED EMBOFFS TO SUPPORT A 
MOVEMENT AIMED AT MODERATING EXCESSES OF ISLAMIC GOVERN­
MENT. HE TOLD EMBOFfS POPULAR RUMOR HAS IS THAT U.S. 
ENGINEERED KHOMEINI TAKE OVER BY HAVING GEN. HUYSER 
NE~TRALIZE THE ARMY. HIS NEW SCHEME IS TO RUN A POPULAR 
CANDIDATE FOR THE PRESIDENCY OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 
WITH U.S. HELP IN "MARKETING AND ADVERTISING." EMBOFFS 
FIRMLY DISCOURAGED HIM IN EXPECTING U.S. SUPPORT FOR HIS 
SCHEMES. END SUMMARY. 

4. POLOFFS STEMPEL, PATTERSON AND TOMSETH SPENT OVER 
FOUR HOURS AT COCKTAILS AND DINNER EVENING MAR 4 WITH 
FIROOZ SHARIFI, ISERAN PROJECT EXECUTIVE WHO HAD COME 
TO STEMPEL'S ATTENTION ON REFERENCE FROM BAKHTIAR'S 
FOREIGN MINISTER AS ONE OF LEADERS OF PRO-CONSTITUTIONAL­
IST MARCHES JUST BEFORE FALL OF BAKHTIAR GOVERNMENT. 
SHARIFI HAD ASKED FOR M~ETING TO LAY OUT HIS IDEAS ON 
WHERE IRAN SHOULD BE GOING. 

5. AN ARTICULATE MODERNIST, SHARIFI SAID PROBLEM WITH 
ISLAMIC MOVEMENT IS THAT IT WILL DISCOURAGE TALENTED 
PEOPLE IRAN NEEDS TO RUN A MODERN COUNTRY. THOSE WHO 
ARE INTELLIGENT AND TRUE PATRIOTS COULD MOBILIZE POPULAR 
SUPPORT--IT IS THERE FOR THE TAKING (OR BUYING) AMONG 
TRIBESMEN AS WELL AS THOSE, EVEN IN KHOMEINI'S ENTOURAGE, 
WHO HAVE BECOME DISILLUSIONED WITH NARROW ISLAMICISM 
ESPOUSED BY KHOMEINI. HE ALLUDED TO SEVERAL EUROPEAN­
TRAINED INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD HIGH SUB-CABINET POSITIONS 
WHO WERE ALREADY DISCOURAGED ~ND VOCAL ABOUT IT. SHARIFI 
SAID MANY WHO DID NOT SUPPORT FEDAYEEN (COMMUNIST GUERIL­
LAS) WERE TURNING TO FEDAYEEN BECAUSE IT OFFERED ONLY 
CHANCE TO COMBAT ISLAMIC RESTRICTIONS ESPOUSED BY 
KHOMEINI. 

6. SHARIFI SAID U.S. SHOULD BE "IN THE MARKET" FOR 
THOSE WHO COULD RUN A GOVERNMENT MORE ATUNED TO U.S. 
VALUES. EMBOFFS INTERJECTED (AND REPEATED THIS THROUGH­
OUT CONVERSATION) THAT U.S. WAS NOT IN BUSINESS OF 
BACKING ANYBODY, BUT WAS INTERESTED IN HEARING ALL POINTS 
OF VIEW. U.S. WOULD WORK WITH GOI TO DEGREE GOI ITSELF 
WISHED. UNDETERRED, SHARIFI SAID U.S. WAS BEING BLAMED 
FOR IRAN'S PROBLEMS. "THOSE WHO KNEW" SAID U.S. HAD 
DELIBERATELY SABOTAGED SHAH'S ATTEMPTS TO FIND WORKABLE 

·.SECRET 
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GOVERNMENT IN ORDER TO SEE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT COME TO POWER. 
WHEN ASKED WHY BY ASTOUNDED EMBOFFS, SHARIFI SAID THIS 
WAS CLEVER CARTER SCHEME TO CREATE "ISLAMIC BELT" ACROSS 
MIDEAST TO CONTAIN COMMUNISM. IN THIS SCHEME, GEN. 
HUYSER'S DEC-JAN VISIT TO IRAN WAS DESIGNED TO SAP WILL 
OF IRANIAN MILITARY AND INDUCE IT NOT TO FIGHT. HE 
ADDUCED EVIDENCE FOR THIS VIEW IN FACT THAT SEVERAL 
BARRACKS WERE EVACUATED BY IRANIAN TROOPS BEFORE 
MUJAHIDIN ATTACKS BEGAN. EMBOFFS SUGGESTED OTHER REASONS 
FOR THIS, INCLUDING DEMORALIZATION OF TROOPS. SHARIFI 
REMAINED CONVINCED THAT U.S. HAD SOMEHOW CONNIVED TO 
DESTROY IRANIAN MILITARY BEFORE IT COULD GO INTO BATTLE. 
SHARIFI ALSO SAID SHAH HAD TOLD HIS GOOD FRIEND, DR. 
SADIQ!, (SEE BELOW) THAT "AMERICANS HAD ADVISED HIM 
(SHAH) TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY." POLOFF SAID THAT WAS 
CANARD, BUT SHARIFI PERSISTED. (COMMENT: ABOVE RE­
COUNTED IN SOME DETAIL BECAUSE GENERAL THEME ADVANCED 
IS NOW BECOMING VERY POPULAR AMONG FAIRLY SIGNIFICANT 
PORTION OF IRAN'S MODERNIZED ELITE INCLUDING SOME MILI­
TARY MEN. ELEMENTS OF SELF-DELUSION MAY SEEM OBVIOUS 
TO WESTERN OBSERVER, BUT SURFACE ELEMENT OF PLAUSIBILITY 
AND PERSIAN PENCHANT FOR SEEKING EXTERNAL VILLAINS HAS 
GIVEN STORY MUCH CREDENCE HERE.) 

7. SHARIFI THEN UNVEILED HIS SOLUTION: IRAN NEEDED A 
GOVERNMENT THAT WOULD KEEP THE 20 PERCENT OF THE 
IRANIAN POPULATION WHICH COMPRISES THE MODERNIST ELITE 
HAPPY, YET HAVE MAJORITY SUPPORT. WAY TO DO ~HIS WAS 
TO ENLIST HELP OF TRIBES AND BUY POLITICIANS IN SAME 
OLD WAY." SHARIFI SAID HE WAS VERY CLOSE TO DR. GHOLAM 
HOSSEIN SADIQ!, WHO HAD BEEN PRIME MINISTER-DESIGNATE 
BRIEFLY IN DECEMBER. SADIQ! WAS RESPECTED BY ALL CUR­
RENTS IN IRANIAN POLITICS EXCEPT THE COMMUNISTS. WHEN 
ASKED POINT BLANK IF HE WAS PUSHING SADIQI FOR THE TOP 
JOB, SHARIFI REPLIED "PERHAPS, YES," AND WENT ON TO 
SOLILOQUY ON NECESSITY OF ELECTING A SOLID PERSON TO 
BE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC'S FIRST PRESIDENT (SHARIFI CONCEDES 
THAT IRAN WILL VOTE OVERWHELMINGLY FOR AN ISLAMIC RE­
PUBLIC). 

8 BASIC PROBLEM WAS THAT NEW MOVEMENT NEEDED HELP OR­
GANIZING. IRAN'S INTELLIGENTSIA COULD EASILY MANIPULATE 
MASSES USING MODERN U.S. ADVERTISING METHODS AND MAR­
KETING PRACTICES. U.S. SHOULD BE INTERESTED IN THIS. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

EMBOFFS AGAIN POLITELY AND FIRMLY TOLD SHARIFI THAT U.S. 
~AS NOT IN BUSINESS OF MEDDLING IN INTERNAL POLITICS. 
WHILE WE WERE ALWAYS INTeRESTED IN GETTING POLITICAL 
VIFWS OF MANY FACTIONS, WE WERE NOT GOING TO GET INVOLVED. 
SHARIFI COULD NOT UNDERSTAND HOW U.S. COULD DO SO LITTLE 
--~OULDN'T CIA WANT TO DO ANYTHING TO PROTECT U.S. 
INlERESTS? EMBOFFS REITERATED THAT U.S. WAS PLAYING IT 
STRAIGHT, AND AFTER AGREEING TO KEEP IN TOUCH, MARATHON 
MEETING ENDED. 

9. COMMENT: SHARIFI SOUNDS LIKE HE IS EITHER CRAZY OR 
A GOOD CANDIDATE TO BE IRAN'S NEXT SHAH. CLEARLY EMBUED 
WITH HIS SYRACUSE-ACQUIRED FAITH IN U.S. MANAGERIAL 
METHODS, HE IS A FIRST~RANK ELITIST, WHICH MAKES HIS 
ESPOUSAL OF VIRTUES OF WESTERN DEMOCRACY SUSPECT. HE 
CLAIMS TO BE CLOSE TO DR. SADIQ! AND PROBABLY IS, THOUGH 
IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHETHER SADIQ! WAS AWARE OF HIS DEMARCHE 
TO US (WE TEND TO THINK NOT). WHILE HE LACKS UNDER­
STANDING OF DEGREE TO WHICH ISLAMIC MOVEMENT HAS CAPTURED 
MARKET ON MASS POLITICS IN TODAY'S IRAN, HE DOES BELIEVE 
THAT THERE IS A FUTURE IN NON- OR ANTI-ISLAMIC POLITICS. 
IN THIS HE IS PROBABLY RIGHT, SUGGESTING THAT WHEN 
KHOMEINI FAILS TO FULFILL HIS PIE-IN-THE-SKY ECONOMIC 
PROMISES, THE MASS MAY TURN FROM HIM. THIS MAY BE TRUE, 
BUT IT IS NOT LIKELY TO HAPPEN FOR SOME TIME, AND THERE 
MAY BE MORE INTERESTING INTERVENING EVENTS TO INTERRUPT 
AND RECHANNEL THE PROCESS. SHARIFI ALLUDES TO FRIENDS 
AND SUPPORT IN THE MILITARY, BUT IS RELUCTANT TO COME 
FORTH WITH NAMES. WE WILL CONTINUE TO "KEEP IN TOUCH" 
TO SEE IF HIS EFFORTS DEVELOP EVEN THE MODEST HEAD OF 
STEAM THAT HIS PRO-BAKHTIAR FORCE MANAGED TO PRODUCE 
BEFORE BEING FLATTENED BY THE ISLAMIC STEAMROLLER. 
NAAS## 
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J I E.o. 12055: ns-4 f/HJ/gg (T0"1S1':TH, v. L. l oR-P 

Pn•1 TAGS: rINS, PINT, IR 
SUBJECT: CLAND"'~TIN'S ::;n.ours OPPOSF.!l TO KHOM'CIN! J\.ND 

) I - REQU~ST FOil U.S. SUPFOHT 

I !ll:F: (A) T~HRJ\'ll :i'?3?, (il) TF!lRAN 1991, (C) 7!.HRAN F,14 

) u 1. (S - P!l'IR" Tl'XT: qt;POF fll'G CAPLF.) 

) ~I ;:. SUMMHT: POT,CO!.'NS t~F.1' J\TNF o WIT!! T~I') INDIVI lJlFHS WHO 
u CLAit~Fl\ TO P.~PH~Si''li' ~ SMHL, UNtE'l';BOUND OR•H.N UTIO~ , 
~I OPPOSJ\D TO •noMF.INI AND HIS !5L,MIC MOV~MENT. TH~ QR0\1P s 

) II LSADER OUTLINSP A rtAN INVOLVIN1 RECRHITMJ\NT OF SUPPORT 
. AMONG FTPNIC MINOPITIJ\S A.ND B~IBERY o~ ~ET RrOMFINI ' 

natl COMMIT1'0:E PT::OPU W"lC!l H>: ARGUED W01JL.D RF.SULT IN 1,HOM!:INI s 
_)~j DOWNFALL WITH tlO MOFr: TH\N A SHOW OF FORCf.. H~ SOt..IClTf.D 

!j U.S. SUPPORT 708 HIS PLAN WHICH POLCOUNS TURNED DOWN • 
. THIS CONVERSATION JS REPORTED IN so~r: DETAIL POTH Pr:C\U~"' 

j ~I IT PROVIDES INSIGHT TO THI TWILIGHT WORLD or TRE CLA~DE$TINE -:1 POLITICAL A.CTIVI TY WHir.H r.URRENTLT IS T~'<:IN!l FLA.CE ,I.ND 
!~C,1.USE IT ILLUSTRATES SO WELL TR~ DILEMMA OF MUCH OF THE 

) I O~POSITION TO ~HOMEINI AS ANALYZED IN REF ~. END SUMM,Bt. 
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3. ON JUN~ g FIROUZ S"ARIFI (REFS u AND C) TOO~ POLCOUNS 
TO MEET WITH LRADIR OF GROUP WRICH SBA~IFI HAD FR~VIOUStf 
D~SCRIFF.P AS INVOLVID JN ~f!ORTS TO PBOVIDP A MOD~P'T~ AND 
MOJlfRNI~T ALTERNATIVE TO KEOMEINI'S RBICTIONART ISLAMIC 
MOV!MFNT. BFCAnsv or SHAPIFI'S EARLIER INVOLVE~F~T WITH 
PRO-CONSTITUTION ACTIVITIES AND ASSOCIATION WITH »R: 
GHOLAM ROSSTIN S!DI~BI, POLCOUNS ASSUMED TqJ\T IT Mt~RT ~~ 
S~DIGRI•WUOM RF WOULD BF MF!TlM~. AFT~! F0LLOWIN~ I 
CIRCUITOUS FOUTE AROUND NOPT~J\RN Tl~RAN, HOWFVf~, TqF 
DESTINATION PROVEU TO PE TRE_nous1_0F AN \qMfNl'N CIVJL 
ENGINEFR IDENTIFIED ONLT AS P!FD. 

4. FRED GOT RIGHT TO THF POINT. HF AS~ED IF POLCOUNS 
AGREED THAT MO~EY HAD BEEN THE ~EY TO ~ROMEINl'S SUCCESS. 
~ITDOUT WAITI~G FOR lN A~SWFR, Hl SAID THAT R» ~AS 
AFSOLUTELY OPPOSBD TO THE COMMUNISTS AND TRAT ~ROMBI~I'S 
EXTREMIS~ IS PLATINg INTO THIIR'PANJlS. B~CA1JSE OF THIS, 
HE HAD ORnANIZFD ' SM~LL GROUP or ABOUT 2?0 TO OPPOSF 
iHOMEINI .WITH A ll~W TO RiSTOR!TlON OF TB~ MONAR~DT: 
"sU!lE, TKE S~AH MAD::: MISTA~ES, HE SAID, PUT no~sN-T 
EV~RTFODt?" ONE EAD BEEN TO SURROnNJl HIMSYLF WITH A 
iu~CH OF THIEVES" wno WOULD NOT TILL RI~ W4~T i1~5 R!ALLY 
HA~ .. ,.,H.NG. "rtlT H~ DID A LOT FOR T!F COUNT'lT, too, 
)Ip· ·DDEl', "INC.LUrIN1 FOR THOS::O: !\LOOPY BViT.nD:; i/110 ARE 
~JO'.•I , ~RF.AMING !OR HIS P"AD. 
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I .~ · ~ - ••·<i S :; C ~ 'i: T T<:;IRAN 5980 
~. ·1·. ,:,/ ; . . . .. ·-:.f)/1~ 
--! l 5. ffi,F.D SHD 'lf !!~D PilUil1'D,iA30UT ~1·w.·~,1r-1 O?ffIS o:~N) 

~9N~Y INTO.UIS 0~GANI~ATIO~. ~UT, H~ ·~·Pr, "no YOU [NO~ 
,·I WHAT IT co~Ts 1oq ~ ~-~? TPIFTt TROD~~~D RIALS.-

_, I r-:oTIONING 10 s-:vrn~t :;sHo•:s LYING A"l)~JT 1·•i;; ROOM .~Nri 
nnn OffNINJ A BRIF'GA§F WITH A OUA~TIT! OF "M~UN!TION I~SIDF, 

I I FRED CONTINUED: WF'V~ MOPNTED '"'E~ aprqATIONO, 'TT\C{ED 
~ I SOME ·{'OMMITTEE !!S~D'.HTA'lH:RS. $'10T l1P SOM)'; PA5J'H'p.A,J 

(RBVOLUTIONAR! ~UARDS) POST5, TllAT snRT OF 5Turr:· TRJ\T 
I ~AD ALSO USED SOME or TRr MONEY TO HUY T~E FR!~DOM or · 

_) I 1PIENDs JAI11n FY ~HoMEINI's coMMITTrrs. "Ir rou r~INf 
CORRUPTION ~AS BAD PNDgR TBE SHAH,· FRED GRUMP<:D, "ITS 

. I TE~ TIME~ lfOPSE TOD.\T. AND THE MtrLLAR) AP.F TllB WORST OF 
~· I TH~ LOT, VE~ALITY, FRED HAD co~c1ufi1D, IS ONr OJ TH~ 

I ETERNAL VERITIES OF TRT PRPSlAN SCENE. L·rvE~·"R"' 
~MERICftNS AREN'T ... lm::u>i.-:/' Hi: SAID';' ··•.ITR'rn srr i-i0•1rns _) !1 0~,,_T~f.IR ARliIHL HI .IliAN TllFY 'P.ECOMf GOOD fll~'JUNS. 

n~il T~·! RE_ON
1
J"S TAKE WITH EVERYONE lLSB. I~ MUS! PE SOM~­

t; Th LJG IN Tl. ,, A Ill • 
,) ~, 

0
11 6. TRIS VRN~LITT W~S THE '<F.TSTONF OF FRED'S STRAillT TO 

OU~T KROMFINI. I NUMB'R or GROUPS HAVE LITTLE VSE FOR 
) !f HIM IN A~IY :::v-:NT, HS CLAI'1ED, AND I'!' >''JULD ·PE A SIMPLF. 
~,.~ATTER TO P~tl5T TRF.IR SUPPORT. THE PAtUCHIS, FOR 
= ' <:XAMPLE, woqLV FOLLOW ANTON! WHO FED Tq<;M ~ p::;~ ~A~OPS 

) ~I }ND, A;_ LITTL~ ~I Cr.:. T~EY HAD H'lF\DY r:~u <;FVERAJ, !l(IST-UP~ 
~I l!~Ll ""DM•INT s P:,OPLE. AND 'HAD T'!OROu;~u.y 3ATTEPED THEM 
g ON FVRRY OCCASION •. ONCE THEY Rm \°!VF'< CH'TllflEJ). A pr,·o. / 

) .;f ADVISER ALON" WITll ~OME OF '<HOMEINI 'S M!LITUM!~I. Tf!'jt 
1ni1 pISARMFD THl' LATTF9 'ND.FREID THEM, fq~n ~~ID, "!UT •HFT 
. !CILLED TflAT ARA!J S.O.B. -· - 1 <.··1._ 
) I .•• ' I I '' ''. • . !1 

I :?· 1 THB t'URJJ§ ~RF: MOR~ SOPAISTIC~TED," FRED CONTPnn::r, 
BCT THEY DON T LI~P VffOMEINl EITHER.· H~ CLAIME) TO R'VF ) I R.ELIA!'U INFORM~.Tro~ THAT FVERTTHING rn ~irnni:STAN tir:YOMD 

I SANANDA~il~ ~ND~q TOT~L {DRDISH CONTROL. G~N. H\BI~OLL'H 
F~LIZEA~, THa FOPM~R GOVFRNOR GENERAL O~ ~~RMA~SHA~ ft~D A 

) I ~llRD, IS HOL".T) t'P TllF11J\. P.F. s HD, AND "(f'OM:t:I'JI ,, P"'OPLF. DO 
I :~T DARE F,NTER TR~ ARE~. r,1.1rzJAN, ACCORDING To FRID, ·rs 
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"l't!OT tl&t~HE R~ST o• THESf., t!JICUN 5--- GE1lERAL$,. HE WILL • 
=1 ·

1 
1·ICHT •

1 
Irr. couLP uK,f n:~R:\~ IN T''O nu~ n nE 1HNTtD T0. -

JiUT gJ;>DOESN.'T )l;No'\I WHAT T'o DO •. HE'S .. JUST SlTTltlG ON HIS 

I ASS.. . · , · ' . 

_) I ~. ~s~~tr; I~TERJE~TED TO SAT THAT THE TnR~OMA~~ R~v1 coN-• 
I TINUED TO ORGANIZ~ FOR A SHOllDO~N WITH ~HOM~lNI 's ro~Cf.S 

_! I ~i~~iE T~~I:p:~·~~DY S~~~~~~T;~ I ~l~:Aio~~? M~~~~~~ ~~~:~ i~ Er, \ 
1 'HAVI 'BEEN ASSISTIN~ THEM IN THEIR EFFO~TS, HF. ALSO CL~IMED 

_) I TRAT THE :t,URKOM~NS RAD WOR'tED OUT A J)l';U ~·ITH TH~ SOVIETS 
uon DURING TH~EARLif.R FlGllTlllG TO US1'1 SOVIET TfRRITORT FOR f SANCTUARY. THEY HAD ESTABLISHED CONTACTS ON !HI OTHKR SIDE .) I OF THE 'BORDER AND HAVE CONTINIJED TO ucp,tvr. AID TRRou;•1 

THF.S!: CONTACTS. WITH TRf R'11!VFST IN Tf\E.THR~OMAN ~AHRA . I AREA NEARLY COl"PLE!E,-THE TUP~OM1N~ ARE"LOO'I~~-FORWARD TO 
~~,ANOTHER ENCOUNTER 'ITH •ROl"F.INI'~ FORC!S. THf.T SEE IT, 

~ SURIFI SAID, AS .AN oppoqTUNITY TO CAFT'JRO: MOU wl;Al'ONS 
_ ~ A~D TO REPL;:NISH THEIR SUPPLIES OF AMMUNITION. 

_)~I 9, f!lED SHD TRAT TH~RE ARE !"ANT GllOUPS IN TEHRAN Lil'r. HIS 'I OWN TllA'r ARE ACTIV~ AGAINST KHOMf.INI. "wF. •NOW OF ~T I.FAST 
j ~.~, 117," aE SAID, "AND w~ ARE, IN COMMU~lCATION WIT~ MOST OF 

THEM.". n;:sr GROUPS R~NG~' IN SIZE FROM FIFTY TO A CO'JPL': 
~8 !1 THOUSAND Wl1H THE AVERAGf. BFING SEVRRAL HUNDRED MFMq~oR. 
J ~, SEVERAL. GROOP3, FRED SAID, ARJ': COMPOSED OF A.9SOL111B 11~DMEN. 

J ONE RAS' AN .ASSASS!NUION FROGHM IT PUNS TO !11PLr.McNT SOON _ ~I THAT WILL MA~E FORGHAN'S RECENT AC!IVITIES LOOK RITI~FNT. 
J.;I FRED ADD:i:D TH\T HI~ GROUP HAS CONTACTS WIT'! sm1:: OF Tll~s;: 

1 
:

1 
EXTREMIST GROUPS, lNCLPbt~O A JEW ON Tn ... E FAR LEFT, !UT T~AT 

... !HS JRQUP LIMITS ITS COOPJ:RATION ·ro .. I,VPMHNDF.l' ORGANIZA-
'...J I TIONS. ·wr. ALSO uotD THt'sAVA'Cls ANIJ Twr.·GROUP~ H~AD-rn 

El FOdMKR G~tlRRALS," riED SAID, "BF.CADS" ILL TH~t ~a IS I 1ALK."-. Rr'CRUITS FOR PRED'S GROUP AND 'JTHFPS ~S WF.LI, COM!;. 
::) I MHtlLY Il\OM Tllf. MIDllLF. CLASS ("WE DON'T WANT TllOSR RICH 
1Dnt11 BA~TARD~ I WliO FL Er TFE COUNTRY ·~RFN 'T~EY SAW rnoM<:INI 
. COMINt;, yqrn SA!IJ) ~~D LOWER RANqNG o~~ICF~S AND r.v;:N 

'...J I. NCO~S (THn KNOW HOW TO FIGHT," ACCOl1D1~(} TO l'RED). 

I 10· •. _ wnH ;~NOUG!i FINANCIAL nsouRcrs r~F.D c1.A11'1rn Ht wou1.v 
Q· 1 BE AFLl':'TO LINF UP ET~NlC GROUPS t.!KF. TUF. l'ALUQ·;qs, 

I TURlO~ANS AND ~VEN THE 'U~JlS AS ~ELL AS tI,F-MINDFD POLITI-
CAL ~POUFS IN T!,RAN. TH~N. ~I!R A r~w PAr-orr~ TO SOME 

0 I or KHOMEINI ·s rrr coMMITTBE PEOPL<:, No MOH 'l'H\N ' SH0'1 o:o 

I iORCE. WOULD BE NFCISSART TO IND· TPE IMAN'$ POLITICAL C~RFE~. 
_ FRED HAD SENT PEOPL~ TO EUROP~, HE SAID 1 TO PUT· TPF PI Tr 
0 I ON THE lflANIAN F.AT CATS AOLEJl UP Tll1'RT,';( L!Vl~'l.:· AS SI!A!!HI 
1unnl FUT IT, IN A!SOLUTI LUXURY AND D!SPIRAT~lY LON~I~g TU CO~! .. I BACX To re1s llUMP."), BUT PERHAPS Jlc~usE rnrr HAD ALR7~nr. 

I WERf tXTREMFLT RELUCT\NT TO. 'IVE OP ANT MO~! 0' THfl~ 

r--
\ 
\ 

\ 

I 
' r 

U, HAD TO P:AVE PART o• T•IF.IR ronUNfS ll!:HIND IN IHN, 'l'.'i!F.l '\· 

' I ·MoNEY. EF,ORTS !AD Atso PEEN.MAOi To A~PRoArH THE SHATI, y BUT, FRE~ SUD, W:<AT AM I_TO !lIM? ,.xusr A CON!R.Wl'CR \'!II) \' 

', ~~~o~~Y. ~ 1 ~A~O~L r,o~~~N~~~~l~~JJ 118~;,a~ci~~y ~ I~E rg~N~ Li;~n:-~o 
. \... 0 MO~. ·THAN $50,000,~'1'~. "'Nil WY RAV~ TO MOvt F1ST. •1g~l!<;F, \ \ 

I so . 'VP BIG ~ILL !!APPF.N WITHIN THE NF.XT Tl•O OR TPRct • .- 1, 
.. I M01. ·~ I ' ' ''\· ... ' u . ' ' ··.,· .",_ · .. 
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SUBJECT:IRANIAN PLOTTERS 

REF: TEHRAN 5980 (NOTAL) 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

CU.SS 
CHRG1 
APP RV 
DRFTD 
CLEAR 
DISTR 

2. DURING LUNCHEON SEPTEMBER 6 t.'ITH IRANIAN BUSINESSMAN 
FRIEND, POLOFF WAS ASKED IF USG wAS IN ANY WAY SUPPORTING 
FIROUZ SHARIFI IN HIS ATTEMPTS TO PUT TOGETHER A 
COALITION TO TAKE OVER THE PGOI. IRANIAN BUSINESSMAN 
SAID THAT HE HP.D BEEN CALLED TO ONE OF HIS UNCLE'S 
HOUSES THE PREVIOUS NIGHT TO MFET "SOMEONE ~EO MIGH~ 
BE INTEESTING ." TEE INTERESTING FRIEND TURNEL OUT TO 
BE FIROUZ SHARIFI WHO OVER THE COURSE OF AN INFORMAL 
EVENING APPARENTLY INFORMED THE GUESTS THAT HE HAD BEEN 
ASKED EY THE AMERICANS TO FORM A GROUP TO T!KE OVER 
THE GOVERNMENT. SHARIFI WAS APPARENTLY LEAVING FOR 
PARIS IN THE NEXT COUPLE OF DAYS TO M~ET WITH V~F.IOUS 
EXILE GROUPS THERE. BUSINESSMAN SAID THAT TWO OTHER 
BAKHTIAR CONNECTED INDIVIDUALS HAD JUST ARRIVED FROM 
PARIS AND ALSO ATTENDED THE GATHERING. 

3. IN A CONVERSATION THE FOLLOWING DAY WITH BUSINESSMAN, 
POLOFF INFORMED BUSINESSMAN THAT POLITICAL COUNSELLOR 
TOMS ETH HAD MET WITH SHARIFI, (REFTEL) THAT HE RAC 
AS~ED FOR US ASSISTANCE AND THAT HIS REQUEST HAD BEEN 
HEFUSED. POLOFF SAID WE FOUND SHARIFI'S ASSOCIATION 
OF US WITH HIS PLANS VERY DISTURBING. TOMSETH 
BT 
#9897 

NNNN 

S~Ci\ET 
STA'I'!: 
CHARGE 
POL:EA 
NONE 

/9/79 
VLT0:'1S ETH 
win::rn 
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Manouchehr Ganji 

Ganji, the minister of education and training of the Shah's regime and a kin to the wife of 

the deceased Shah, in his meeting with the man responsible for the Iran affairs, in the State 

Department, alleges that for sometimes after the victory of the Revolution he was living with 

his relatives in Tehran and nobody came to arrest him. Later on, he fled the country via 
Turkish border. 

State Department in May-June 1979 learns from a friend of his that Ganji is living in 

hiding in the U.S.A. and reflects the news to the U.S. embassy in Tehran as the moderates 
against the Islamic Revolution. 

Ganji in his meeting in July, appeals to the American for intervention in Iran. 

In response to the U.S. official who wants to know what the U.S. should do then, Ganji 

says "We should look for someone to back who would protect our interests when Khomeini 

inevitably lost power in the next six month, one year or two years, when the U.S. official said 

that "none of the groups we could identify seemed to have any real organization, support or 

promise", Ganji points out Shariatmadary and another, person. 

No more information indicating Ganjis' subsequent contacts with the U.S. officials, is 

available. However, his explicit political activities, in America is a clear evidence of the U.S. 
support for Ganji and his activities. 
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Manuchehr GANJI, Minister for Edt:c'-ltii:n~ 

Manuc!whr Ganji, 45, was appoi~t;-Jd Ninii;t(.~J: of Educ0t::lon in 
Hovember 19 "/6. Following seco;·"'"ry schoo.1. in '.fehra.n '.\'.J 
obtained Bl~ zind M.A degrees in !):)Ii ti cal s.:-_·ir:>nce from the 
University of Kentuc:<y, an int:::r!-1c.1tional lu.w diplo:-:c~. f:com 
Cambridge Univei•sity and a Ph .. D. from th'~ liniversi.t::' of 
Geneva. He remained in Ge:1eva, t-.~o:r.king· frJr the U~'1 s~~cre-
tariat until his return to Iran in 1966. He then ioi.nc~d tiF'. 
law faculty at Tehran Univcr~:;ity an<l becn:::8 t:hc f:i,.r!";!.: 
secretary-general of the Center for Inte~national Stulics. 
In 1967 he wcs appbinted altern~te to GOI delegate Princess 
Ashraf at the \JN Human Rig:its Cc:?cJissio!1 (C:·:!lRC). In his 
capacity ·as Sp"cial Rr..pporteul- for the Cei;c.:~i.ssion, he pro­
duced a lengthy study on human rights 0 av9~cts of epar~heid. 
The report, heavily critical of Rhodesia, South Africa and 
Portugal, rea.!?(~d considerable p'.1'Jli.ci ty in. Inm and ~ c-:l to 
a refusal by the Portugucfie goverrn:1ent to nlj o~ .. , hi1ri "'.:.0 vi~.i t 
Portuguese African territories. !11 1969 he becarne 62~n of 
the Faculty of Law at Tehran University; in that year he 
W?S also ncimcd by the UNIE~C to undertake a s1:nJy of 1:esul U; 
of the 1968 UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In 
1974 he was appointed an advisor to the Prime Mir!ist<':•r on 
overse~'> student affairs but n::t?.incd hi8 position on the 
UNHRC as well as his professorship of International Law. 
It is believed that despite his elevation to the cabinet, 
he will continue to serve on the u:nmc. 

Ganji has traveled widely, inclGding a 1973 visit to the 
PRC, and npeaks English and French. His wife, Sor?.yu, 
(distantly related to Fnrmanfcr~aian fa~ily) is active in 
women's affairs. In addition to his UN reports, Gan.ji has 
published numerous articles and a textbook o::-i int~rr • .:J.tion2l 
law. 

Officers of the Embass•; have had extensive contact 1·:ith hb! 
throughout his career." A short ::inn, he has been dc>::::rib:>·:! 
as·bright, e~bitious, mature, ha~~~orking, desirir,; ?~~er 
for both personal and philosop~ical reanons. While very 
friendly to .;. •. erica::is, Ganji ·;igorously defe:.ds Ir::i.:iian 
positions a~d takes a~ i:ieepo~3e~t sta~ce in into~~~ticnJ~ 
affairs, concentrating on the proble~s o~ the lesser devc~~-· ·· 
countries. He :cv~~c::: :·:it~ ~·~~ s~:;-pa!'!:, .f~=st :=~ .. --:.~::~7: ·:··:· 
more rece:ttl~.,.· o: tna .C.:;r;~,re.ss.. ue 1:! a i:-.c:.~.;::,er or: .;;l!!.an s 
studv crouo ;f briaht t~chnocrats and was an advis~~ to t~~-· 
Empr~s; ut- !."'ecent .i:it~r~ati:;::.:'!.l co:ifercr:cc:.:s on Ira~i.nn :iE: ··· 

~~~. \fv\.~w-~~~tJ_:~~i~; s~vr!~- + ~' 

L
' .'. 

"h . [ .. -·. --~ ..•... ___ , 
~,..t..:/tYl"-' .. ~'1~4.:!1,..~·;.t.1".;,:..p-"·. , .. ,~ .. t',v__. 
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SECRET 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Manoucher Ganji, Former Iranian Minister 
~£? of Education 

Mr. Henry Precht, Director, Office of 
Iranian Affairs 

DATE: June 28, 1979 

SUBJECT: CONDITIONS IN IRAN 

Mr. Ganji came to see me as prearranged by Ambassador Yost, 
his former host at the Aspen Institute. Ganji had been in 
hiding since February in Tehran and had recently walked 
across the Turkish border. He had stayed with relatives 
in Tehran, but no one had come looking for him. 

Ganji's experience on the border had convinced him as much 
as his time in Tehran that Iran is headed for serious trouble 
In the villages he visited in the Kurdish area he had re­
ports of weapons being smuggled into the country. His host 
in one village was an open supporter of the Tudeh Party who 
introduced Ganji as a delegate from East Germany. Ganji 
thought that the Kurds, the Arab~ and the Left were gain-
ing strength, the latter particularly in the armed forces. 

In these circumstances and from a geopolitical standpoint 
the u.s. should "do something". Asked what we should do, 
he said we should look for someone to back who would pro­
tect our inter~sts when Khomeini inevitably lost power in 
the next six months, one year or two years. When I said 
that none of the groups we could identify seemed to have any 
real organization, support or promise, Ganji said there were 
such people. He listed Shariat-Madari and General Farbod, 
Chief of Staff of the Army, whom he knew to be sympathetic· 
to the U.S. and strongly anti-communist. If the u.s. did 
not have its supporters in place in Iran, the game would 
be won by Leftist elements (who had always been strong in 
a quiet way in the military) or by the Pasdaran, the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard, that Khomeini·'s supporters were creating. 

Ganji characterized the Bazargan Government as being decent 
but utterly weak. Many people who admired him thought Ba~­
argan should have resigned in March. Ganji had no ideas 
about who might have succeeded bim, however. He thought 
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that Yazdi remained a man f · fl we also watch Dr Chamran oa inI u~nce but suggested that 
· 
1 

. · , n ranian who had lived in 
exi e in Lebanon and who was more intelli en 
eloquent than any of the present leader~hip.t and more 

Ganji discounted completely the Shah' ~· 
but thought that the Crown P . s .upport in Iran, 
returning after a reaction h:~nce h~d a 20-~?% c~ance of 
in touch with the circle of . 7et in. GanJl. said he was 
fessionals that he had creatc~v~l ~~rvants and other pro­
visor to the Queen. These w! in is da~s as a special ad­
who wanted decent government :e men of liberal persuasion 
to the Shah from within the s~~t=~an and who had been opposed 
held positions in the PGOI .r ~ ~.... A nu1'.1ber of them now 
the hard line religious in~luThey ~e:e quite ~nhappy with 
Iranian affairs. ence eing exercised over 

The men in his circle had re . 
things that were wrong with i~rt~~ ~~ him earlier the many 
relayed this information to the Q a s government. He had 
been unable to chan e the ~ ueen ~ut the Queen had 
latter's arrogance ~nd hi' S~ah s p:actices because of the 

ld 
s insecurity The Sh h · 1 

wou not move against i d. . d . a simp y 
him no matter how corrup~ ~~~Yu~!~ ~~~n~ere important to 

Last summer the Queen had told G .. 
wanted the Pahlavis to leave Ir anJl. th~~ the.Americans 
had ordered the Shah out in J an. GanJi_beli~ved that we 
be "in his interest" f h" anuary, telling him it would 
b t h or im to go I disp t d th' u e said it was true that th · u e is strongly 
ington probably through G le message had come from Wash-
told the Shah in late Noven~ra Huyser. Ganji said he had 
of the Royal Family and t~: ~~e~f the extensi~e corrupt~on 
The Shah had told him to re .to do 7omething about it. 
eral Fardust, and the matte~0~!d 1~.to his subordinate, Gen­
ways been the way the system ha ied there. That had al~ 
to act against the wrongdoers d w~:ke~. Everyone was afraid 
Royal Family. The Americans ' par icu ~rly those in the 
cause we had installed and ~ad ~ special responsibility be­
obligation to see that h maintained the Shah and had an 

e ran a decent government. 

I asked Ganji whether he th h . 
Shah to come to this count oug ~ it ~ould be wise for the 
be a mistake. He asked wh~~h eh said he thought it would 
come here. I said I tho· ht 7r t e Crown Prince might not 
to attend. a university ~~t thittcould be ma~aged if he wantecr 

, a I thought it would be 
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extremely difficult for him in terms of the desire of a 
young man to lead a normal life. There would be serious 
security and legal problems. I supposed that would be 
true anywhere, but knowing how the Crown Prince behaved, 
I thought he would find it intolerable to have tight secur­
ity in the U.S. In political terms I thought his coming to 
the U.S. in the months ahead might be manageable. In fact 
I thought it entirely proper that the Shah himself should 
come here at a later date but that we needed time now to 
rebuild our position in Iran and the Shah needed time to 
let passions cool. I questioned if the Crown Prince had 
any hope of playing a political role whether a stay in the 
U.S. would do him any good. Ganji agreed that Iranians 
tended to honor a person who was having a hard time and that 
the Crown Prince's fortunes would be enhanced if he remained 
a homeless exile. 

Ganji commented that the Shah was said to have carried a lot 
of money out of Iran. He thought it possible that the Shah 
had taken the enormous sums attributed to him by the Iranian 
Government; if so, he was "quite a thief". Ganji himself 
had stayed in Iran after the revolution in order to clear his 
name of having taken money out of the country. He said that 
had been done by the public prosecutor. Nevertheless, he was 
still tarred by association with "the corrupt regime". Ganji 
said he had only $6,000 in the bank and was looking for a 
teaching job in the U.S. He might also write a book about 
the Shah's regime, indicating he would point out all of its 
faults. 

Ganji's main argument which he repeated several times during 
the two-hour talk was that the U.S. should become active in 
Iran or the game would go by default. In this his argument 
was like so many others; it was also like so many others in 
not having specific remedies for the problem at hand. 

NEA/IRN:HPrecht:hm 
6/28/79 

Distribution: ~embassy, Tehran (POL) 
NEA: Mr. Saunders 
NSC: Capt. Sick 
CIA: 
P: Mr. Suddarth 
INR: Mr. Griffin 
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Freydon Afshar - Palizban 

The remaining document narrates the direct contact of the U.S. officials with those who 
were (explicitly) absolutely known as a '~conspirator". 

Ferydon Afshar was a professor who had studied in the U.S. He was a repre,entative in a 

parliament session during Shah's regime. Following the telephone contacts, he talked about 

the U.S. support in his meeting with the political advisors of the U.S. embassy in September 

1979. He asked for the U.S. support in order to run a millitary organization in Azarbayejan 

to overthrow the newly established revolutionary government. (As far as hi~ success 

(Afshar's) was concerned. the U.S. response was mon: or less similar to the others. But in 

comparison with the others, it seemed that they had accounted on Afshar and prcfcred him 

to other military men. who tled the country. high rank aristocrates .md stupid yaungmen. 

The second document was the result of discussing with Jahanshah Palizban. brother of the 

Palizban, who informed American officials from his illegal exit from the countrv. Jahanshah 

Palizban also talked about his brother whom at that time there was a large. propaganda 

about his anti-revolutionay activities. 
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sUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN CREATING IRREGULAR 
MILITARY FORCE OPPOSED TO THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT 

ORI 
fl (C - ENTlRf. TFXT), 

() §1,2. SUMMARY: FRF.YDOUN AFSHAR APPEALf.t TO POLCOUNS 
DAUGUST S FOR U.S. ASSISTANCE IN ORGANIZIN~ A MILITARI 

_~FORCE IN AZARBAIJAN ~HICH WOULD BE USEQ TO rRIV~ THB 
VJjISLAMIC MOVEMENT FROM POWER. f'OLCOU~S RtJECTf.D TH ;911 REQUTST, POINTING otJT IT IS U.S. POLICY NOT TO lNTF~P'.HY 

jlN IRAN'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. AFSHAR SAID Ht ANTICIPATFD 
0 l1RF.SPONSE, BUT WOULT. r.o AHEAD WITH PLANS A!HWAY. Plr 

I SUMMARY. 

Q ~',~·. ON AU'}UST A FREYDOUN AFSHAR TwlCE CALLED CHAP.IP: TO 
•REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT. CHARJE THOUGHT AFS!!A.R MIG1'1' BE 

l
~Ht "lARin- RAMSEY CLARK LAW PARTNF.R LEVlNE HAD TOLD C) UIH SEVERAL WEE<S EARLIER WOULD CONTACT RIH REGARDING 
TREATHENT 01 J~WS IN IRAN. TO B~ ON THE S~fE SI~E. 

' !HOWEVER, CRARG:F' DISPATCHED POLCOUNS 'i'O MEET AFSRAF. ~ND 
•-.) DETiRMINF. HIS JlUSlt'FSS. AS IT TURNED OUT, AFSHrn 11q1 
ana lrAR 'DIFFERENT 11.>.TTERS THAN IRANIAN JE~S ON !llS M.IND. !IF 
a ITOLD POLCOUNS ':'HAT Elf. HAD RUN !DUCATED tri liISSH>N · 

() SCHOOLS IN UR01'1IEH AND TABRIZ AND Tl!Etl RAD ATTENDFD SfVl'RA!. 
_ jllNIVIRSITIES IN THE U.S. (IDAHO, O~LAHOMA, TALF,' CHICAGO 

I
ANJ5 JOHMS HOPl{J"1S), ULTIMATELY RECEIVIN:l A PH.I• •. Ill 

Q GEOLOaT. HE ALSO :CID A STINT AT IRANI AN MILITARY ACHEMY 
!BETWEEN CO!'IPLr.TION OF HIS ll.Sc. AND RETURNING To: THF. u.s . 

• . 
1
10R GRADUATF -WORK. ~HEN 011 us NATIONALIZED rn: IRAN, 

() AFSHAR WAS CALLFD HOME FROM A JOB AT TdE SMITHSONIAN 
IINSTITUTF TO HELP IN EFFORTS TO LOCATX FIELDS oursirx THX 

I
BP CONCF.SSION AREA. l!F. WAS INVOLV'ED IN BRINGIN:J, IN THP. 

i;) :FIRST PROl'UCTln llFLL Hl THF. QOM. FIT.Lt. LATF.R, ""' w:r..Nr 
a~l jTO WOJll!. AT T.ERR4JJ IJNIVP.RSITT, ANll IN 1P36 W4.S ELECTEI' 

I
TO TRF. MAJLES YROM URU!'1IEil (THEH !l:NOW'I AS BZAEH). !!F v B?CAMJ: DISILLUSIONEI' lt'tT!I roLITlCS. !IOWFUR, AND DID 1.:0~ 

I
RUN AGAIN IN 1901, PREFERRING INSTEAD TO Tl'ACH U T'."'IRA" 

: UNIVERSITY, 

I~ j'· PEOPLE Ll!Cli: HIM~ELF, AFSHAR SUD, 'wHitr. N..:nn HAffY 
·1 ABOUT THE SHAH. WERF ABSOLUTF.LY FED UP WITH THE MESS OF 

O !Tan:r.s TRE 11uL1.A11s WERE MAKING rn IRAN. TRll:Y s111rLY 

lco~1 ., NOT RUN A t-'ODUN ECONOMY. HE IH.D JUST RrT
0

URNJ:D 
FR • · RUMIEH, HE SAID, liHERE RE RAD EEF.N A WITN!:SS TO 

~ 1sot\)·u· THE EVEN'l'S SURROIJNDING TRE CONFRONTATION BETWF:EN° 
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} . 

152 

CONHDf:N'r IAL 

~~n~r.1£~~GWG . 
POL1VLTOMSETH1 
tAO:TSCBAEn:R 

POL 2 CHG RF 
CR RON 

Pll64/1 

CO'IFI~·J'':TJ AL 

CONFIDE ti TI AL 

153 



'"' ;_ \'P •. 

~YSELJ." THE REAL LAN:EL !N ALLOWINJ THE ISLA1IC ~qc:• 
TO CONTINUE TO BOTCH THI .;s rAS NOT TH'T THE IRANIAN 
LLF·:i' WOULD ULTil",A'.r'ELY !!!RO. THE"'i OUT AND !P_'{E POWER. 
t':APXI~M HAS LITTU APP!~AL TO IRANIANS, HE SAII:. RATHER, 
CO\TI~UIN: CHAOS WOULD PROqIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE 
S<iY.IETS TO INTERVENE, so~·:·~;{IN: THAT WOULD BE FAR t':ORE 
DA~GEROUS TO U.S. INTEREST< IN THIS PART OF THE ~ORLL 
'.i'iiAN A BUNCH OF IRANIAN L i'ISTS SITT'ING IN THE PRI'1E 
MINISTER'S OFFICE. 

?. POLCOU~S SAID TEAT THE C.S. COULD NOT SUPPORT A?SHJR'S 
PROPOSAL. IT ~OULC BE CONTRARY TO U.S. POLICY OJ NOT 

:I~TERFERING IK IRAN'S INTERNAL-AFFAIRS TO DO SO. HE 
iSAID THAT IN THE AFTERMATH OF VIiTNAM AND WATE~JATi 
~FOREIGN ALVETURES SIMPLY ~CULL NOT BE TOLERATED BY TH~ 
!AMERICAK POEPLE. AFSPAR SAID THAT HE ANTICIPATED POLCOUNS 
~ANS,ER, HUT THAT HE HAD TJOUGHT IT IMPORTANT AT LEAST TO 
STRY TO CONVINCI RI~ OF THE WORTHINESS Ol HIS PLAN. HE 
IWOULD PURSUE IT IN ANY EVENT. 

13. CO''iM:F:NT: AFSHAR ~:AS T?.E MOST IMP~ESSIVF. CJ TBS 
~-CONSPIRATORS" WITH WHOM POLCOUNS HAS MET. HE IS.A 
!SCIEN1'IST BY TRAINING AND A "MAN -~HO HAS"'SPE·iT HIS UE 
p.00\ING AT FROBL,'1S IN OBJECTIVE TER'1S. AS SUCH, HE 
~FINDS THE LlCi OF ORDER AND THE OFTEN APPARENT IRRATION­
~ALITY OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OFFENSIVE TO BOTH HIS 
SENSIBILITIES AND PERSONAL VlLUES. HE DOES NOT STRI~B 
ONI AS 1HE SORT OF PERSON 'HO H!S COME TO HIS DECISION 
TO OE:ANIZE AN ARMY FOR THE PURPOSE 01 OVERTHROiING TfF 
EXISTirG ORDER ON THE SPUR OF THE MOMENT. HE APPEARS TO 
HAVE CAREFULLY CALCULATED FIS ENEMY'S WEA:~F.SSES. . 
1HlTBER OR NOT HE HAS THI ABILITY !O OR3ANIZE THE rIN~ 
OF FORCE HE PROPOSES IS PROBLEMATIC. BUT IF AND WHEN 
SUCH A FORCE IS ORGANIZED, IT IS MORE LIKELY TO BE 
DO~! EY SOMEONE LIXE AFSHAR THAN ONE OF THE PERSIAN 
MILITARY ?HCOCfl.:S i.'HOSE i/ILL FAILED THEM IN FEBRUARY 
OR OFFER CLASS DILETTANTES WHO PLOT FROM PARIS OR LOS 
ANGELES OR THI PSYCHOLO:ICAL ADOLESCENTS WHO STREAI 
ARCDNL TEHRAN'S BACK STREETS IN THEIR BMW'S ANE FOR 
WH0'1 CONSPIRACY IS l :A'11. LA!~}EN 
.BT 
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REPLY TO 
.ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

~' r;' : [ t ~TI ~ L UIMED 0,lAHS GOVi_RW.'lNT 

AUGUST 26, 1979' memorandum 
MICHAEL J. METRINKO - P~~ 

PRESENT STATUS OF THE PALIZBAN FAMILY 

THE FILES 

I SPENT l·E EVENING OF 12 AUGUST AND ABOUT TWO HOURS ON 23 AUGUST 
TALKING TO JAHANSHAH PALIZBAN, BROTHER OF GENERAL EIZATOLLAH 
PALIZBAN. THE PUBLICITY SURROUNDING THE GENERAL'S ALLEGED 
ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES HAS HAD SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES 
ON THE WELFARE OF FAMILY MEMBERS STILL LIVING IN IRAN, AND 
JAHANSHAH PALIZBAN DESCRIBED THE STATUS OF VARIOUS PALIZBAN 
RELATIVES AS FOLLOWS: 

GEN. PALIZBAN'S PARENTS - ON 21 AUGUST COMMITTEE GUARDSMEN 
IN KERMANSHAH RAIDED THE HOUSE OF THE GENERAL'S PARENTS IN 
KERMANSHAH. THE FATHER, WHO IS 95 YEARS OLD AND IN POOR 
HEALTH, HAS BEEN ARRESTED. ACCORDING TO STORIES JAHANSHAH 
HEARD FROM OTHERS IN KERMANSHAH, HIS FATHER OPENED FIRE ON 
THE COMMITTEE GUARDS WHEN THEY TRIED TO FORCE ENTRY INTO THE 
OLD MAN'S HOUSE. JAHANSHAH SUSPECTS THE STORY MAY BE TRUE, 
SINCE IT WOULD BE LIKE HIS FATHER TO RESIST ARREST IN THIS 
MANNER. THE GENERAL'S MOTHER HAS DISAPPEARED, AS HAS ONE 
OLDER SISTER WHO LIVED WITH THE PARENTS, AND THE HOUSE IS NOW 
IN COMMITTEE HANDS. AS OF 23 AUGUST, JAHANSHAH CLAIMED HE 
DID NOT KNOW WHERE HIS MOTHER AND SISTER WERE, BUT BELIEVED 
THEY WERE SAFE. 

GEN. PALIZBAN'S SISTER - ONE SISTER WAS A FORMER FARMANDAR 
(CITY GOVERNOR) OF MASHAD• AND MARRIED TO GENERAL EMANI, 
HEAD OF THE MASHAD POLICE. THE GENERAL WAS EXECUTED AFTER 
THE REVOLUTION, AND PALIZBAN'S SISTER IS NOW IN HIDING. 
ACCORDING TO JAHANSHAH, ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR 
THIS SISTER TO DEPART IRAN SECRETLY, AND SHE WILL MAKE HER 
WAY TO EITHER ENGLAND (WHERE SHE HAS A HOUSE) OR TO WEST 
GERMANY, WHERE SHE HAS AN ELDERLY AUNT WITH WHOM SHE CAN 
STAY. ONE OF THIS SISTER'S SONS WAS A NAVY CADET, BUT HAS 
RESIGNED SINCE THE REVOLUTION. HE WAS HELPED IN THIS BY 
ADMIRAL MADAN! (NAVY CHIEF AND PRESENTLY GOVERNOR GENERAL 
OF KHUZESTAN PROVINCE) WHO IS APPARENTLY A FAMiLY FRIEND. 
THIS SON AND OTHER CHILDREN OF GEN. EMANI WILL BE LEAVING 
IRAN IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

JAHANSHAH PALIZBAN - JAHANSHAH'S WIFE AND CHILDREN LEFT IRAN 
SHORTLY AFTER THE REVOLUTON AND ARE NOW IN THE USA. HIS 
EXTENSIVE fARl!ll.ANDS IN THE HAMEDAN AREA WERE SEIZED LAST WEEK• 
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AND HIS OVERSEER, A DISTANT RELATIVE WHO IS ABOUT 30 YEARS 
OLD, HAS BEEN JAILED IN HAMEDAN. SHORTLY AFTER - dE FEBRUARY 
REVOLUTION, THE HAMEDAN ESTATE HAD BEEN OCCUPIED BY 
SQUATTERS, BUT JAHANSHAH WAS ABLE TO REGAIN THE LAND THROUGH 
HIS OWN CONTACTS WITH THE LOCAL COMMITTEE, SINCE HE HIMSELF 
WAS NOT UNDER SUSPICION AT THE TIME. THE ESTATE CROPS WERE 
HARVESTED NORMALLY, AND THE HARVEST WAS SOLD TO THE 
KERMANSHAH AGRICULTURAL OFFICE. RECENTLY, HOWEVi R, THE HEAD 
OF THE KERMANSHAH OFFICE HAD REFUSED TO MAKE ANY PAYMENT TO 
JAHANSHAH, CLAIMING HE "WOULD NOT PAY MONEY TO A "ALIZBAN." 
JAHANSHAH WAS TRYING TO FOLLOW THIS UP WHEN HIS :~N STATUS 
SUDDENLY BECAME UNCLEAR. KERMANSHAH NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED 
HIS NAME DURING THE SECOND WEEK OF AUGUST AND ASKED ANYONE 
WHO HAD A COMPLAINT AGAINST HIM TO PRESENT IT TO THE KERMAN­
SHAH REVOLUTINARY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE. PRIOR TO THAT TIME, 
THE ONLY TROUBLE JAHANSHAH HAD EXPERIENCED AT COMMITTEE HANDS 
WAS TWO SHORT INTERROGATION SESSIONS IN TEHRAN. HE DESCRIBED 
THE SESSIONS AS "POLITE AND EVEN FRIENDLY". THE INTERROGATORS 
WERE ONLY INTERESTED IN HIS BROTHER, THE GENERAL'S, WHEREABOUTS. 

JAHANSHAH PALIZBAN HAD NOT BEEN FORBIDDEN TO LEAVE IRAN AND 
·HAD PLANNED TO DEPART FOR THE USA ON 25 AUGUST. ON AUGUST 22, 

HOWEVER, HE WAS CALLED BY A FRIEND WHO LIVES NEAR HIS TEHRAN 
RESIDENCE AND TOLD NOT TO RETURN TO THE APARTMENT, SINCE 
REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS HAD JUST ENTERED IT TO LOOK FOR HIM. 
WHEN I SAW JAHANSHAH ON 23 AUGUST, HE WAS OSTENSIBLY 
"IN HIDING." HIS PASSPORT WAS ALREADY AT THE AIRPORT WAITING 
TO BE PICKED UP PRIOR TO HIS FLIGHT, BUT JAHANSHAH SUSPECTED 
THAT IF HE TRIED TO DEPART IRAN VIA MEHRABAD AIRPORT, HE WOULD 
BE DETAINED AND ARRESTED. HE WAS TRYING TO DECIDE ON A COURSE 
OF ACTION, AND HIS ALTERNATIVES WERE: 1) ESCAPE FROM IRAN 
OVER THE KURDISH BORDER, 2) TRi TO USE HIS AIRPLANE TICKET 
AND RISK ARREST, OR 3) INTRODUCE HIMSELF TO THE REVOLUTIONARY 
PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE IN TEHRAN, PREFERABLY AFTER HAVING ONE OF 
THE AYATOLLAHS INTERCEDE FOR HIM. 

GEN. PALIZBAN, HIS WIFE, AND CHILDRE~ - ACCORDING TO JAHANSHAH, 
Tlftb1:NERAL 1 S WIFE WAS SAFE, BUT HE HEDGED ON DETAILS OF HER 
WHEREABOUTS. "TO ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES", HE SAID, "SHE 
WAS OUT OF IRAN." THE GENERAL'S SON-IN-LAW HAD BEEN PICKED 
UP BY COMMITTEE GUARDS AFTER THE REVOLUTION, AND WAS HELD IN 
PRISON FOR ABOUT THREE WEEKS WHILE HE WAS GRILLED ABOUT THE 
GENERAL'S WHEREABOUTS. ONE SON (ANOUSHEREVAN) IS AT SCHOOL 
IN CALIFORNIA. ANOTHER SON WHO HAD BEEN A STUDENT AT THE 
AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL IN KERMANSHAH WAS ALSO PICKED UP AFTER 
THE REVOLUTION, BUT IS APPARENTLY SAFE NOW. JAHANSHAH AT FIRST 
CLAIMED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHERE HIS BROTHER WAS, BUT THEN 
IMPLIED THAT HE MIGHT STILL BE IN THE KURDISH AREA OF IRAN. 
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DURING WORLD WAR II, HE SAID, HIS BROTHER MANAGED TO EVADE 
ENEMY FORCES FOR A FULL SIX MONTHS THROUGH HIS KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE KURDISH AREAS, ANO WAS NEVER FOUND BY AUTHORITIES 
AT THE TIME. SINCE·THEN HE HAS HAO A CHANCE TO DEVELOP 
EXTENSIVE CONTACTS WITH PEOPLE IN THE AREA, ANO HAS HAO 
VERY VALUABLE EXPERIENCE WITH IRANIAN MILITARY INTELLIGENCE 
OPERATIONS, SO FINDING HIM SHOULD BE NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE. 

DRAFTER: M.J. METRINKO 

CC: CHARGE 
POL 
DATT 
AIM 
NEA/IRN 
INR/RNA/SOA 
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