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Planning of Coup Against the Government of the Bahamas

Case 61401

11 September 1974
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1974.
B) The meeting took place the morning 
of 7 September 1974 1n Miami. Joe Merola 
telephoned Matt MacVane at h1s home on 
7 September 1974 to pass on this Informa­
tion. The telecon was unsolicited by 
MacVane, who no longer contacts Merola 
per DCD Headquarters Instructions. Com 
Robinson flew 1n from Nassau to meet with 
Joe Merola and Mike Yamanls (Yamanls 1s 
apparently from Ft. Lauderdale and Hke 
Merola he has close ties to arms dealers 
and mercenaries). Robinson plans to meet 
again with Merola and Yamanls after com­
plete financial details have been worked 
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NO. PAGES 1COUNTRY Bahamas

SUBJECT REFERENCES Case 61401

DIRECTORATE OF 
OPERATIONS

Planning of Coup Against the 
Government of the Bahamas

. This report is believed to contain Information of operational interest and may not be disclosed to personnel outside 
the Directorate of Operations withoutthe . prior permission of the Domestic Collection Division.

SOURCE U;S. citizen, convicted arms dealer who maintains close ties 
to known underworld figures.

CLASSIFICATION

CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT NO. OO-A(S) 322/26415-74

DATE n September 1974

-fi

DOMESTIC COLLECTION DIVISION 
OPERATIONAL INFORMATION REPORT

1. Com (Robinson), a black Bahamian who resides in Nassau, Bahamas, 
recently has made foreign enquiries into the possibility of hiring 
armed mercenaries to be used 1n an attempt to overthrow the 
Government of Prime Minister Lyndon 0. (Pindling). During 
a meeting with non-Bahamians, who have close ties with foreign, 
arms dealers, that took place outside of the Bahamas Robinson 
stated that he represents elements of the Bay Street merchants 
of Nassau, and that funds are available for action against the 
Bahamian Government. According to Robinson, his group is looking 
for foreign assistance in the planning, equipping, and execution of 
a coup against the Government. He said that there are many Bahamians 
who are in sympathy with his planned course of action, and that 
after full details are worked out and the required funds are set 
aside, he will convene another meeting with the foreigners in order 
to finalize the appropriate arrangements.

A
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COUNTRY PANAMAS FIELD »0 XMJN OOMS)

PLANNING OF COUP AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
Bahamas

CITI' CONVICTED >RM
TO K MN UNDERWORLD FIGURE

4
I. zr’ (ROBINSON), A BLACK PaNaMI.aN VHn RESIDE" IN NaSSau, 

•iA-A'AS, RECENTLY ”*« maDF FOREIGN E'i^nTN IES INTO THE POSSIBILITY 
C F iqpjM? armed MERCENARIES TO BE ueeu IN Ail ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW 
TU- g'VET went OF PRIME MINISTER LYNDOH 0. (PI®LrNG). DURING 
* MEETING VITH NON-EAHaMIaNS, WHO «ftVE'CLOSE TIE' WITH FOREIGN 
/|?MC riPALF.RS, THAT TOOK R.ACE CHTSHE CF THE ’JaMaS ROBINSON 
'TftTE,? THAT HE RE PRESENT 3 ELEMENTS OF THE R«Y STREET MERCHANT' 
"" NASSAU, AND THAT FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ACTION AGAINST 
T'C EA?A*IA'! GOVFRWMEHT, ACdORDIW TO eO^INOON, HIE GROUP 
1G LOOKING FOR FOREIGN ASSISTaICE I »l THE PL* T’G, .^HIPPING, 
A‘E1 EXECUTION OF A COUP AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. HE SAID THaT . 
THERE APE MANY BAHAMIANS VHC ARE IN SYMPATHY WITH KIS PLANNED 
C' UP;-.- OF ACTION, .AMD TH^T AFTER FULL B^TaTLS *'Rt -WORKED Ot’T

THE REQUIRED FUNDS ARE SET ASIDE, HE WILL CONVENE ANOTHER 
'’•vrrj;? yipi Tpp FOREIGNERS IN ORDER TO FINALIZE THF 
/ ^^npciATF ARRANGEMENTS. END CF REPORT

9. FIELD COMMENTS* (A) RE WaTTS/BEM TELECOM, !« SE>TEH«FR 
074. t?) THi: MEETING TOO*-'PLACE THE MOR HI MG .
; 7 ..rsxrr,.?E.? ^74 T,t JOK MEROLa TELEPHONED N»TT

■a-:7aje: ar uts 7 ^FPTi'^fri’’ 1971 to pass 0/ this
y J Fl- "AT! CM. TrLf.-ON WAS ■'<JLIC IT HI AY MvyVANF, ’-’'IO

LC^‘!P CONTACTS FTWLa PfR DCD pEaDChaHTERC IN^TRuCTIO-NT.
nj-v in from to meet ;ith joe msrola 

AO HIKE YAMAJI." (YA u MS IS aPPaRKUTLY FROM FT, LauDERDaLE 
a 1:^ Ltr J-CRUA HE HIT CLOSE TIL<; TO A^S DEALERS AND

Pr'HIHW H.AN.'; TO meet again with mcrdla
■/ aHSP -yn^LYT’' FI ■■> •>?] AL DETAILS HaVF BEEN

bi.-U’.'.ii
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U COM

5. C. 
AD H'n

(ROBINSON), a BLACK BaHaMTaU WHO RESIDES IV .MaSSa’’

PLFASi. PR 'Pare TYPi;^ COPY '
Si .“HE.'T I'i ED IMPDET

! !'

. BAHAMAS,; RECENTLY RAS MADE FOREIGN ENOUIRIES INTO THE POSSIBILITY 
OF HIRT-WARMED TO BE «SED IN AN ATTEMPT. JO OVERTHROW .
THE GOVERNMENT OF PRIME MINISTER LYNDON 0. CPI NDLlNG). "'Di’RING 
A MEETING WITH NON-SAHa M! a‘13, V HO MftV; CLOSE TIES WITH FOREIGN . .

, J ARMS; DEALERS, f:THAT ^ PLACE OUTSIDE OF THE BaMaSAS ROBINSON. 
stated that he represents elements OF THE BaY STREET MERCHANTS “

’ OFMIASSAU, At© THAT FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ACTION AGAINST , 
the BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TO ROBINSON, HIS GROUP ?
V LOOKING- FOR 4’F0’R’£m'ASSISTANCE 1N TK R^

. A^'EXECliT’ICn'OF. Av COUP. AGAINST THE GOVERNMENTS HE <
. TM7RF ARE HAKY BAHAMIANS. WHO ARE . IN SYMPATHY WITH HIS PLANNED > .
- .'CCURSE OF ACTION', AND THAT AFTER FULL DETAILS AREWORKED O(jT • ■

AND TBE-WOUIREa’ FUNDSf ARE SET ASIDE, HE WILL CONVENE,^.NOTHFR ,. ■
? VECTIN3 WITH THE-FOREIGNERS IN ORDER TO FINALIZE THE *!;■ . ' ,

'AiiSmRlATFl ARRANGEMENTS. • -END OF REPORT _ . ’ '■ • .. ‘

7 ?? hELD:*COMXE^» (A) RE ;WATTS/3EM<EiESNpi«: SEPTEMBER
, 1974. (B) ' THE M£ET1W--T00X:/PLaCE’THE;W«1H6<-.\,-.. ’ . s:
— OF T SEPTEMBER !97< IN MIAMI. JOE MEROLa./TELEPHONED MaTT I

। MACVANE'AT HIS WE^N77>SEPTEMBER./1974:^ ../• . ‘
ifNFOR-ATIUN. ,'T’Hff TELE CON WAS UNSOLICITED BY MaCVaNE, WHO ' 
^'L'CNG-.R CONTACTS MEROLA PER DCD HEADQUARTERS INSTRUCTIONS.

■ G^N FLEW IN FROM NASSAU TO MEET WITH jOF MEROLA
AND MIKE YAW'ftjNIS (YAMANTS IS APPARENTLY FROM FT. LaIFDERDaLE 
AND LIKE FEROLA HE HAS CLOSE TIES TO A’’MS DEALERS A ND 
MERCENARIES), ROBINSON PLANS TO MEET AGA IN WITH MEROLA

' AND YAMANIS AFTER COMPLETE FINANCIAL DETAIL? H*,VE BEEN 
WORKED OUT IN NASSAU.

■ -..7




