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period from 20 June to 10 July 1956 the Soviet Bloc air defense
;bje;teﬁ to elght psnetrations of aa unvrecedented nature, seven
tkin a period of only eight days. It must be remsxbered that

des tho only basis of judging the parforzance ol thes Soviet

5 is imporiant because it is clear frqﬂ —?214

J Fowever, soxme tentative conclusions may be drewn from
183 =itial flights z2nd a@se are indicated as follows:

fose

. TIn spite of the fact that thess missions came es 2 surprise,
2 of them went undetected. This is clear evidence that their
2 X s above cetl.
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2. By 5 July 1956, the fourth fl:."" , the USSR was aware L
of the purxpose of the nmissions and wvers tal.mg counter actlon.
One positive action was the standdown of civil flights wihile the
mission aircraft vas over the USSR, and a sscond action vhich is
balieved related is the moving of MIG-19 aircrzaft inta EBast
Germany and Peland on 7 July 1956. Also MIG-19's were moved
into Hungary at aboub this tinge. - _

. The performance of the Soviet system on the 5 July mission,
indesd curious. While the action evident ﬁcm@ObLE@ 2(,(

2y an explanation which appears to £it the known facts
is offered as follows: As a result of the previous missions, the
Soviets had comcluded the esssantial facts concermizg the missipns,
i.e., That they were for reconpnaissance, that they flew above Cig OOO)QL}
feet, and that & penetration as desp as Moscow was possible.
orooably surmised that the 5 July mission weas headed for Moscow hen
the track appsared on a northeasterly hzading. The loss of the

targ m, vhen it e:\.ten,d Soviet territory was prodably deliberate and

+the "red herring® track returning to the west was eitker a dodge

or a conv»nlence to avoid oroaaca.s‘blug a track for all the system

to ses that a “nostile or intruder” was coming over lMoscow with no
rzans aveilahle to stop it. This idea is supported by the use

of 2 raid number assigned in the region just beyond the point (}Q
waere the treck had been "lost". In addition, the track wes not
labelzd "nostile or intruder" when it was broadcest afier it
had passed bayond Hoscow. The reporting of the tracxk when it did
2ppeer was only by Mostcow and it has been suggested thzat other

stations had been instructed not to broadcast the track. Further, it may
or zay not be a coincidence that the height brezdeast was almost
w"ctly balf of the true altitude of the mission aircrafi, but on
the next missiors, four days la.ter, the altitude reporting was
consistently anove 50,000 feet.

(

4. By 9 July 1956, in addition to the evident recogaition of
the great height of the mission flights, fracking was better and
in general the performsnce of the werning system was mmuch improved.
5. The next day, 10 July 1956, tha Soviet air defense ve.rnin;
vstem closed a 3000 mle’ track with only two shert periods of '
nfusion or track loss. Altitude rcnovtinc was over EO'OOO feat qq

o

. The first eight missions prowed that the azir defense warnin

is deployed in depth. This was evident from both the conti .:.L'L Ty \
zck and most forceflly from the ELINT date colleceted. Some
jo ting in the '

‘cepts of Soviet Bloc radars opera ¥ o )
ined by progect ETINT as follows: @ E
sner 30, These nurbers caonot be eguated to in- i
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dividaal radar sv.eta since the same redar rmay be intercepted more than [
chze, were located, including ew sites. Smme / (}
| |additiona signals were identified but avellable information | %
d':c:: not permit determination of location so that it must be con- [
cluded that these signals includs both known and pew sites. Because !

of tae limitation of ELINT to the | "|vend and the Soviet ‘

practice of colloeatizg radars on different freguencies the total .1
! rumner of radars may be expected to be at least dovble the nuxbher (
. of sites. —~
—
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T. Confusion and tra.ck loss seamed to b= related to tha %} j
resense of large nwibers of f‘igh?.ers although the saturetion pogﬁij

(IO

has not bes2n d2terminsd becauss of insufficiept dat

I 8. The questicn of radars for height finding the capzdbilities
in thﬁs role, the introduction of ROCK CAXZs and later
. elotmenos are discussed in another sectlon. It is believed,
l wvever, that thﬂse missions were a catalyst in the introduction
RuC-s. CAXEs. % ~
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