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TO: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION//ATTN: R K MCHARGUE/GENERAL

INVESTIGATIVE B33DIVISI0N. V 

secret^-uarning notice-sensitive intell/gen^sources and methods 

INVOLVED--NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS--NOT RELEASABLE TO

CONTRACTORSOR CONTRACTOR/CONSULTANTS ¥

CIR-31L/00302-77 ¥

SUBJECT: BOMBING OF FORMER CHILEAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES; 

NAME TRACE, MITCHELL LIVINGSTON UERBELL III ¥

REF: FBI CABLE REQUEST DATED IM JANUARY 1877 ¥

1- THE FILES OF <HIS AGENCY CONTAIN CvMIvERABLE INFORMATION ON 

MITCHELL LIVINGSTON UERBELL III, BORN fl MARCH 1818 IN PHILADELPHIA, 

PENNSYLVANIA. THE MAJORITY OF THE INFORMATION WAS FURNISHED BY YOUR 

BUREAU- THIS AGENCY PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED THE FBI WITH.INFORMATION ON 

UERBELL UNDER CSCI-3/773317 OF 2M OCTOBER 18b2, SUBJECT UERBELL, 

MITCHELL L.V AND CSCI-31b/02323-b8 OF 27 JUNE 18b8, SUBJECT UERBELL, 

MITCHELL LIVINGSTON III- IN ADDITION, THIS AGENCY FURNISHED YOUR 

BBmBUREAU WITH MEMORANDA CONCERNING SUBJECT MITCHELL LIVINGSTON

UERBELL III DATED 27 JUNE 187M, Bl AUGUST 187M, 8 AUGUST 8187M, AND
DATE: 
O»iC: -

' UHIT: -• ■ J. iC.-i:. : ■ Ji. & ■

E 2 IMPDET
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2- WERBELL HAS NEVER BEEN EMPLOYED BY THIS BAGENCY NOR DOES IB i

THE AGENCY HAVE ANY OPERATIONAL INTEREST IN HIM- WERBELL WAS A f.

COMMISSIONED OFFICER WITH THE OSS DURING WORLD WAR II AND SERVED IN 

THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATRE- IN AUGUST OF MSI , THIS AGENCY 191111110

CONSIDERED USING WERBELL AS A SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON REVOLUTIONARY 

ACTIVITIES IN THE CARIBBEAN AREA, PARTICULARLY CUBA, BUT TERMINATED . 

ITS CONSIDERATION OF HIS POSSIBLE USE IN OCTOBER MMB WHEN IT WAS 

DETERMINED THAT HIS INFORMATION WAS' OF LITTLE VALUE AND IT WAS 

SUSPECTED THAT HE WOULD USE THE^ROPOSED CONNECTION WITH THE AGENCY TO 

PROMOTE/PERSONAL INTERESTS- V

3. DURING AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER ML2 REPORTING ON WERBELL REVEALED 

THAT HE VISITED SEVERAL CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES AND APPEARED TO BE

CONTACTING OFFICIALS OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF GUATEMALA, NICARAGUA AND 

EL SALVADOR FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING RECOGNITION OF BB"DE FACTO" 

CUBAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE CALLED THE "UNITED ORGANIZATION FOR THE 

LIBERATION OF CUBA-" IN DISCUSSIONS WITH NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT 

REPRESENTATIVES, WERBELL CLAIMED THE PROPOSED. CUBAN EXILE GOVERNMENT 
OATC: 
ORIG; 
UNIT; 
EXT:
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HAD THE SUPPORT. OF NINETY SEPARATE CU3AN EXILE ORGANIZATIONS AND

IStSOOO CUBAN EXILES. HE ALLEGEDLY OFFERED A NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT 
-*■

V - OFFICIAL eraZSESZT? $130,000 TO OBTAIN THAT GOVERNMENT’S RECOGNITION 8

- OF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE- V

S- IN DECEMBER 1RLS, UERBELL SPOKE TO A MIAMI CONTACT OF THIS

AGENCY AND TOLD HIM THAT HE AN1> SIX CUBAN EXILES IN THE UNITED STATES

HAD ORGANIZED A GROUP, INCLUDING APPROXIMATELY TWENTY CUBANS INSIDE

CUBA, TO PERFORM A COMMANDO OPERATION IN CUBA IN EARLY JANUARY llbb.

THEIR PRIMARY MISSION UAS THE ASSASSINATION OF CUBAN PREMIER FIDEL

CASTRO. WITH THE SECONDARY-MISSION BEING THAT OF BLOWING UP THE POWER

GENERATORS THAT SUPPLY THE ELECTRICITY TO HAVANA- UERBELL, AT THE

TIME, STATED THAT HE WAS TRYING TO GET THE^ "GREEN LIGHT" FROM THE CIA 

TO PROCEED WITH THE MISSION, AND INFERRED THAT THE MISSION WOULD BE

ABORTED IF St'JCH APPROVAL WAS NOT

NOT IN CONTACT WITH WERBELLBflB IN

b- IN EARLY lUT UERBELL UAS

OBTAINED. {NOTE: THIS AGENCY WAS

ANY WAY WHATSOEVER^- V J

IN THAILAND REPRESENTING HIMSELF AS

VICE PRESIDENT OF SIONICS, INC- OF ATLANTA,; GEORGIA. HE 8DESCRIBED

HIMSELF AS A COUNTERINSURGENCY EXPERT, CLAIMED TO BE A RETIRED 8098983

DATE:
ORIG: .
UNIT: j
EXT: i

E 1 IMPOST 
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COLONEL, AND INTRODUCED HIMSELF AT A LOCAL NIGHTCLUB AS THE CHIEF OF 

CIA IN THAILAND. {NOTE: UERBELL WAS THE CIA CHIEF OF STATION IN 

THAILAND NOR rTTITE AFFILIATE^’WITH CIA IN ANY WAY.} UERBELL

■. ATTEMPTED TO SELL EXOTIC WEAPONS TO THE THAIS AND TO TRAIN THEM IN

COUNTERINSURGENCY WARFARE- V

?. UERBELL ALLEGEDLY OPERATES THROUGH A NUMBER OF FRONT

BUSINESSES, ONE OF -WHICH IS CALLED THE CENTRAL INFORMATION AGENCY fl

<CIA>. IN SOME OF KIS DEALINGS UERBELL BROADLY HINTS THAT HE HAS

CONNECTIONS WITH THIS AGENCY- ¥ . , .
F:'i_

’ 6. THIS AGENCY HAS INFORMATION^^ SOLE OF THE

TYPES OF ’-lE/oONRY THAT P8N»»*P'-iERRELL PUR°ORTS TO SELL-
-Thy ■> rM:: 'c ,'ThC : t ic. ) p p iAJI

L TO YOU? BB8UB&U93SCSU ^REdUSSBBea

t ■- -__________

S£^<CT:^=inrCIHEZ£W?CTnTDES=«fca^{U©<JR&4U. V

CLASSIFIED BY RECORDED REPORTING OFFICER. EXEMPT FROM _

GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE OF E-0. 11L52 EXEMPTION CATEGORY

SB ors). IMPOSSIBLE TO 
1 FEBRUARY 157?DATE: 

ORIG: bill UAGNER':MH 
unit: C/I.A/SB/CH

1U71

DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATIONH
,./7 

^C/LA/SBy^/’zCZX-. 

C/LA/COG/OPS- UM. DEVINE
<IN DRAFT}

S0G/G7MSS- D—BLaOMCigtrD ^■ 
_ {-r*.—DR AT-T >/ ’ >

AGCZiLOz-.. : Qff
E 2 IMPOET 
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Or.r. 77-0704

I February 1977

ATTENTION

FROM

SUBJECT

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Operations

: Associate Deputy Director for Operations

: Walter T. Lloyd 
Associate General Counsel

: Mitchell Livingston Werbell, in

l .-As you are aware, on the instruction of United States 
District Judge Peter Fay (Miami, Florida Division) , incident to 
the Drug Enforcement Administration's prosecution of Subject 
for conspiracy to import and distribute multi-ton loads of 
marijuana, the undersigned made a detailed review of the files 
of this Agency concerning Subject in August 1976. This exami­
nation was to ascertain any data that ran to Werbell's guilt or 
innocence of the offense charged and any other data reflecting the 
nature of the relationship between Werbell and the U.S. Government. 
This latterrequirement was grounded on the Court's view that 
Werbell's voluntary reporting to the Agency and any government 
condonation of his activities might be exculpatory in the eyes of the 
jury.

2. In response, we reviewed the files, identified Agency 
contacts with Subject and prepared two affidavits: one regarding 
non-employment by Mr; B. DeFelice and the second regarding 
Werbell's relationship to the Agency by the undersigned. Copies 
arc attached. During the trial the first affidavit was shown to 
counsel for Werbell by DEA counsel, Mr. Sam Sheres, at which 
point defendant's counsel stipulated that Werbell was never a 
forma! employee of the Central Intelligence Agency. Sheres 
subsequently returned the affidavits to the undersigned at the 
conclusion of the trial.

E2IMPDET
CL BY: 059605



3. Regarding the relationship of Werbell to the Agency, as- 
approved by the Deputy Director, the undersigned appeared before 
Judge Fay in his chambers on 31 August and under oath answered 
questions of the Court concerning Werbell. A copy of the transcript 

< of that proceeding is attached. You will note that Judge Fay requested
. that all pertinent government records be made available to the Court 

for its inspection. Accordingly, copies of Agency files were reproduced, 
culled for "Brady-type" documents, excised to protect sources and 
methods under the "SWP case criteria" and reviewed and approved by 
Assistant DD/O on the evening of 1 September.. These processed- 
documents were then handcarried to Miami by the undersigned on

. 2 September. ’

. 4. - The undersigned advised Judge Fay at 0330 hours oh
. 2 September that I had in my possession copies of all of the Agency ' 

• -..filesoh Werbell, had culled them as to possible "Brady", documents
. and was prepared to review them with the Judge at his convenience. ■ 

He was on the bench with a tight schedule and asked that the possible
. Brady documents first be reviewed by Karen Atkinson, the principal ' 

counsel for the prosecution. The undersigned subsequently briefed 
Atkinson on the nature of data in the possible Brady documents. This 
resulted in a significant reduction in the number of possibles. The 
undersigned gave Atkinson copies of the four unclassified OGC 
documents related to the DOD revocation of Werbell's security clearance 
in 1971. In addition. Office of Security documents edited and approved 
for release to Werbell under his Freedom of Information and Privacy 
Act-r.eqtiesMTabs; Zv-and B of OS response), consisting of media 
publications and security investigative data, were also provided 
Atkinson. Due to counsel for Werbell raising an issue on Werbell's 
use of a boat named “Venus" belonging to CIA, a declassified copy 
of the OS short investigative report outlining data concerning Werbell's 
use of the Venus to transport arms was also provided Atkinson. The 
related OS Headquarters assignment document was not provided. 
Related DDO documents on the ownership of Venus by the "JURE" 
Cuban group were mentioned to Atkinson but not made available.

5. While the above documents were provided the.Department of : 
Justice with the understanding they could be passed to Counsel for 
Werbell due to subsequent events noted below, it is not certain that ; 
this occurred. Specifically, the undersigned declined to release . 
additional "Brady0 documents without consultation and instructions



from the Court. The requested meeting was put off by Judge Fay and 
defendants subsequent1’/ rested their case. The DOJ had little else 

. tp add and the case went to the jury about noon on 3 Sept rr.ber. All
the remaining copies of Agency documents were returned to Headquarters 

■ by the undersigned the evening of 3 September. On 4 September the 
jury returned, a verdict of "not guilty." As a result, the bulk of 
"Brady-type" Agency documents or V.’erbell was not provided to 
counsel foriWerbell and Judge Fay reviewed no Agency documents.
It should be noted alTcopies of documents taken to Miami were excised 

Tn accord with the "SWP case criteria" and on return to Headquarters, 
these were destroyed'by the undersigned.

6. As a related matter, on 16 November Mr. Arthur Egbert 
of the Internal Security Division of the DEA contacted the undersigned 

-------- seeking 'background information on Wcrbell. The undersigned suggested 
Egbertfirst review the files of the FBI on W.erbell as most of the data

■- ?we have is contained in FBI reports. Should FBI data be insufficient . 
for his needs I-suggested he seek access to our files in DDO and Office 
of Security via the normal DEA Department of Justice liaison channels.

Attachments:
(1) Affidavit - DeFelice
(2) Affidavit - Lloyd
(3) Transcript of Hearing of USDC for Southern District of Florida, 

August 31, 1976.

cc: Jerry Brown, SAG/OS, w/o atts
Ed Montgomery, LD/SBCH/DDO, w/o atts

.....   j, ,|a , wu j- , , ।____ /



OGC 76-0844

24 February 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, SOG 
Chief, DCD 
Chief, LA Division

SUBJECT : Mitchell Livingston Werbel HI

1. I was advised.by the Justice Department on 23 February that 
Werbel has beeii indicted and the trial is scheduled to begin on 29 March 
in Miami, Florida1.' The charges relate to importing and distributing 
quantities of marijuana. With Wcrbel’s propensity to raise his past

. affiliations with the Agency, we can anticipate problems during this trial. 
An additional problem is presented because Werbel is defended by Edwin 

..Marger \vho was the-defense attorney for John Hawk in the B-26 case in 
Buffalo, NewYcrk in 1966. It was Edwin Marger who subpoenaed the CIA 
General Counsel as a^defense witness.

'i 2. The Justice Department has.received information that a person 
either currently or formerly affiliated with the CIA has been participating’ 
in Wcrbel’s meetings with his attorney. It would be appreciated if all 
addressees could review their holdings on Werbel and determine if there 
is any validity to any recent contacts with him. I would urge that instruc­
tions be sent to Miami that no, repeat no, contact with Werbel take place 
between now and the beginning of the trial.

3. It would be helpful if each addressee could prepare a summary 
of the various contacts Werbel has had with CIA in the past. Please check 
to see if you have any information on a Colonel Bayard who was killed in 
Atlanta, Georgia during the summer of 1975. Bayard, reportedly an 
associate of Werbel’s, had previous contacts with the .Agency. It would 
be appreciated if your responses could be received by close of business 
2 March.

ssociate General Counsel
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FROM: LA/CAR ¥ 
O

SUBJECTrl? MITCHELL LIVINGSTONE UERBEL III ¥

REF: UFPA-1SLQ, 1 JUNE 1175 ¥

- to PER

. "J

iiihS 1.17005 
[141 (2.3). ,

hit ~~
irweu(ii) 
^K... .1 -

mt- ■

1. niTCHELL LIVINGSTONE MERBELIIL.WHO IS ONE OF THE PERSONS

MENTIONED IN THE DEA REPORT QUOTED IN THE REFERENCE, HAS BEEN 

INDICTED ON CHARGES RELATING TO THE IMPORTATION AND DISTRIBUTION

OF MARIJUANA. ¥

2. WHILE HE HBAVE SO FAR UNCOVERED NO BKHERALD CONNECTION 

WITH UERBEL, THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS RECEIVED INFORMATION 

THAT A PERSON .EITHER CURRENTLY OR FORMERLY AFFILIATED WITH BKHERALD 

HAS BEEN PARTICIPATING IN UERBEL'S MEETINGS WITH HIS ATTORNEY. ¥ 

- 3- FURTHERMORE, SINCE UERBEL HAS IMPLIED {APPARENTLY FREQUENTLY}

IN THEPAST THAT HE HAS HAD BKHERALD CONNECTION OR SUPPORT IN HIS 

QUESTIONABLE ACTIVITIES, LARGELY INVOLVING ARMS AND AMMUNITION,

there is a saaaasaeaaa possibility that he might attempt in one 

way or' another to implicate bkherald -in his current problem, we

THEREFORE REQUEST THAT YOU COMPLETELY AVOID UERBEL OR ANYONE
DATE:

ORIS: 
UNIT: '

-2 7
[ RECORD COPY I ^7-^7770

•tu aim* opmcs* co&AWMnM owuM
cxa*«mcatwm • REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAM THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED £ 2 IMPDET

SECRET CL-BY: 015513a
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CLATHING TO REPRESENT HIH SHOULD HE ATTEMPT SOME CONTACT WITH THE 

STATION. IDCD/MIAMI MILLRECEIVE SIMILAR INSTRUCTIONS-! V

U- THE COS HAS BEEN INFORMED OF THE FOREGOING AND CONCURS. V

s. FILE: 201-251110. E2-.IHPDET.rf ■ ‘ <■ •-' - ' A ? • •' . •
"V-:

date; 2fc ftB 7fc 
onto: L- BURNETT/JP
UNIT: LA/CARI

3C/LA/CAR
~r_—wi arrcn * COO«9rv*Tw* o»pci« • • . - amen

• REPRODUCTION THAN THE ISSUING CtFK-STS PROHIBr^A g J IMPOET
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CONF: ll,fO

TO: FR/NEU YORK INFO .Y - ’ ' T

KEYUAY FORRES L

REFS: A. FR/NEU YORK 333L3 I IN 75aVLS| CBEING RELAYED TO |r

B, . DIRECTOR 7^4Ofc. A 
■ • ■' " ••• ' '• ■ .

■ t- ’ DIR-ECTOR f , )V

1. PRIOR TO RECEIPT REF. A, HAS ADVISED BY SECRET SERVICE THAT 
.1 ■ ■ ■ . ■ . ■

. ■ , ■ • I-'’.- . - ■ • - ■■■

THERE HAD BEEN NO FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN REF B CASE CONCERNING '
■' i

EMMANUEL KASSELAKIS AND STAVROS SYKOPETRITIS'AND THAT KASSELAKIS" .

STORY NOU CONSIDERED TO BE BOGUS. SECRET SERVICE FURTHER ADVISED THA

KASSELAKIS PROVIDED OTHER INFORMATION UHICH ALSO CONSIDERED SUSPECT

CONCERNING ARNS TRANSEACTIONS AND THAT THIS INFORMATION PASSED TO NEU 

YORK BASE. SECRET SERVICE SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED THAT REF A INFORM­

ATION UAS RECEIVED .FROM KASSELAKIS-Y

B. UNABLE TO IDENTIFY GEORGE STRATOS-V

3. FOR FR/NEU YORK: UEEBLEr/is"MITCHELL L. UERQBELL <291- 
A

BSmiOI OF REF C.Y

4. SAMUEL SCRIVENER JR.-, UASHINGTON ATTORNEY, EMPLOYED BY

BKHERALD IN EARLY nSO’S AS CONSULTANT-Y _
oatt: 7T7. -, CD?:
oa,;;: ' ' ' .
UN,T: . ;
IXT: - r.D_T0T_£,--2^'' —

RfPROOUCTiON RT OTHtfl THAN 7HF ISSUING Or!ICf IS PROrti£.710 r -» P PP -TL V A t. i u ** •
CL DY;CU0';S7
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s. • UNABLE TO IDENTIFY DOMINICAN’COMPANY.Y

b 201-335547; X REF 201-0b0338. E2 IMPDET.H

°*,E: l^<f>7EC£HEER 1575 .
°"'0 DAVtS/L'ARD/AMU
US1T: E/GC

r r r t

OPS/LSN/ID{L*J SUBSTANCE}

Ff\/z •

£/EXO{IN SUBSTANCE!
^,-ix ca/c/GC

Ri^nOOUCHON BV OIHIR TH* I THl ISSu.NG C. FICt IS PKOH.a.TcU E 2 WOEJ



S t Ci 6 7 47217592 DEC 75 STAFF

. CI TE FR/NEw TORK 33363 ■ .

j TO I DIRECTORY ' | DO ?;ot £r~?rQY j /

j XgYwAY FOWES '" •

i.' • .. -1.. LOCAL secret SERVICE REPORTS F OL LO WI NG FROm' INFORMANT OF ES •

TA8LISHED RELIABILITY. ONE GEORGE STRATOS. LOCAL GREEK-AMERICAN OR­

CHESTRA LeACER. VISITED CYPRIOTE AMBASSADOR DIMITRIOU IN WASHINGTON

CA, 28 NOV TO SOLICIT HIS WILLINGNESS PURCHASE 25 THOUSAND M-16 RIFLES

at 5215 EACH , TRANSACTION TO EE CONSUMATED OUTSIDE U.S. DIMITRIOU .

DECLINED ON GROUNDS PRICE BUT REQUESTED STRATOS SUBMIT PROPOSAL FOR

i MANUFACUTRE and. s'alE OF "HIGH-POWERED mark I AND 11 HAND GUNS".
j 'WEAP.ON SHOULD BE MANUFACTURED BY DOMINICAN COMPANY, TELEPHONE N UM 3ER
I !
j j'532 -1219 RPT 532-1C19. STRATOS AGREED WORK UP DETAILS. , •

2. ADDITIONAL DETAILS PROVIDED BY INFORMANT : ONE OF NINE PART- 
i <. '
’ NERS OF STRATOS IS ONE MITCH »Et3LER, WHO STRATOS CLAIMS IS FORMER

p bkherald. stratos Washington attorney, is sam schreivner (Phonj,

p TELEPHONE (222) 296-2950. STRaTOS CLAIMED M-16’S AND <62 M-60 MACHINE

;; GUNS. HE also WISHES SELL REPRESENT U.S. ARMS LOST INDOCHINA.

!■ '3, SECRET SERVICE OFFICER (whO OF GREEK BACKGROUND) RE°pRTS

stratcs was close to papadcfculcs government, and notes *that l-a'Rge

i SECRET ; .
•: •: . 2^11 ■ ■ ■
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AMOUNTS'- OF U.S. ASMS WERE DIS COVERED MISS ING FROM GREEK ARMOR IES WHEM 

• NW GOVERNMENT tCCK INVENTORY IN 1974. '; ' • U;
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The Owner of Guns Seized
In 1974 Will Sell Them;
MARICTTXreearSfpt 4 (AP) 

—Mitchell L. WerBell M of . .
—-----------Marietta hasagrved'to quit the :---------------- — 

.arms trade,, which ia the' past 
■haa'JrequehtR'^iayoived him in 
international intrigue. _

/. In a deal worked out yeater- • , 
day before.a Federal judge,' Mr.

___ __ WerBell agreed that he would - • J__’______ _ 
stop manufariunngand selling "
jnihs if the GbvHnment, af- 
lowed him toseU $325,000

------ WOrth of arms seized-by Fed-------------- •—:---------- ------------- 
eraf agents last December.

The guns, called “the largest
_______ collection of private guns in the______ ______ __ ________ 

world" by Mr. WerBell and|.
Federal attorneys include 2.000r

J machine guns and silencers. |}
1 Mr. WerBell said his cnm-l| ’ ; r“ 7
pany. Defense Sysrems Inferna^t 
tiunal, Inc., would continue *’toi<

- ----------do what we have-always donejj---------- - — -------------- ----
—serve this country.” I 

He said he and his sons haveji 
_______ .plans to sell radios, electronic^_______________ ______ 

• equipment and military aup-ja 
iplies not covered by the agree-jg 
menu g
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TCP: 29’4242 jyfj 75 UFPAaI 86?

£ C RET TELePOUCH

IS.-47CH ng; ufpa-186?

[LE KO : 222-11-11/17: 196-9-1
*TE - : 6 JUNE 1975

; TO S CHIEF, LATIN AMERICA DIVISION

FROM : ACTING CHIEF OF STATION. LA/MlAMI

SUBJECT S ' DEA/KIAMI REPORT ON POSSIBLE PLOT.

* TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT OF GRENADA

1, STATION HAS RECEIVED A REPORT FROM DE a7mEAM I ON A 

POSSIBLE PLOT TO OVERTHROW ThS GOVERNMENT. CP GRENADA, - 

STATION CONSIDERS THE REPORT SUSPECT BUT HAS SUGGESTED TO DEA 

THAT SINCE FBI AND STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE AN INTEREST IN SOME 

OF The INDIVIDUALS MENTIONED IN THE REPORT THAT A COPY OF IT 

BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THEM. STATION ALSO PASSED TO DEA A LIST 

07 QUESTIONS FOR THEIR USE WHICH MIGHT ASSIST THEN IM OBTAINING .
• •

-URT.-E.R DETAILS ON THE PLOT AND HAS OFFERED TO PROVIDE THEM 

JITH PERTINENT.INFORMATION THAT MIGHT COM= TO OUR ATTENTION 

THROUGH STATION SOURCES, CORRECT NAmE Of TH E PR ON INENT 

CITIrtN OF GRENADA MENTIONED IN PA RA 3 OF THE REPORT IS KEN
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i 2, fcllow.ins is text of the report, cea kia>:f

SEC-5-75-J-253. OF ,4 JWE, SENT-TO DEA H2S AND FIELD STATION J

BALTIMORE and ATLANTA; DEA HQS RECUESTED PASS TO.CARACAS 

region; • "subject: mitchell l, werbell in., et al file no, 

G1-75-01O5S

"in the’course of developing A .harihuana,SMUGGLING . " 

CONSPIRACY INVESTIGATION, HITCHcLL L. W=REELL, I 11 . » ET AL, ' '•

G1-75-01D5, THE MIAMI REGIONAL INTELLIGENCE UNIT HAS UNCOVERED 

information concerning a plan to overthrow the independent 

government of Grenada, v

: "the.plan, as outlined below, is a composite of 

INFORMATION RECEIVED- FROM ONE WILLIAM BELL, A DEFENDANT IN THE ' 

SUBJECT INVESTIGATION, VIA HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH UNDERCOVER 
• •

AGENTS AND a COOPERATING INDIVIDUAL, 

"THE PLAN CALLS FOR THE LANDING OF 36 ARMED MEN ON

GRENADA .DURING THE L ATE EVEN ING HOURS GF A SATURDAY IN MID OR 

late July 1975. the revclut ionari es will appear to ee Scottish 

mercenaries, but in fact will be Americans, the: landing time 

WILL COINCIDE with The NORMAL SHUT DONN TIME GF THE ISLAND’S v

RADIO STATION, THE PRJHARY OBJECT IVES OF THE LARDING GROUP 

SECRET 

!
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' |>ILL BE. THE HADlC/CO^UNiCATlONS F A-llKlES, AIR 

>AnD' SEA PORTS, BELL KILL Hi AO A.\ ASSASSINAT ION SQUAD .WHICH 

■WILL 3E DIRECTED TO KILL-21 POLI

J Functionaries, the plan anticipates having full control of 

THE ISLAND BY THE tike THE ISLAND'S RADIO STATION WOULD - ' - -

NORMALLY GO SACK ON THE AIR ON SUNDAY HORNING. THE COST 

OF THIS OPERATION IS REPORTED TO BE 3 MILL ION DOLLARS.

■ ONE KEN MILL OR MILLS (PHONETIC), A PROMINENT CITIZEN OF 

GRENADA IS REPORTED TO HAVE CONTRIBUTED OLE HALF MILLION 

. DOLLARS TO ..THIS -OPERATION, AND WILL BE PUT UP AS THE HEAD 

OF ThE NEW GOVERNMENT IF THE TAKEOVER IS SUCCESSFUL. BELL 

• STATES THAT HE WILL .DE ASSUMING CONTROL OF THE ARMED FORCES

ANO POLICE AGENCIES OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT, BELL IS BELIEVED 

TO BE MANUFACTURING WEAPONS AND PARTS FOR WEAPONS. WITHOUT 

SERIAL NUMBERS, FOR THE OPERATION AT DEFENSE WEAPONS 

INTERNATIONAL ENGI NEER ING ANO RESEARCH ! LC .» P.O, BOX 771 <

DEERFIELD BEACH, FLORIDA, WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF ThE 

FIRM'S MANAGEMENT, WERBELL'S RO lE IN THE OPERATION IS 

unknown at this time, <

*wer9-ell, mitchell livingston hi, white male, *

secret
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TO A:C>1 JUN 75 Ur P A-135 S

lu.S. CITieE'i, A FORMERWXli 05$ OFFICER, BCRN 3/3/18 AT 

PHILaCcLPHIA, PA,, 5FT 6 1/2 INCHES TALL, 155 LBS, , BROWN 

HAIR, SLUE EYES, RUDDY COM.PLEXTION, GRADUATE OF FORK UNION 

MILITARY ACADEMY, RICHMOND, RA,) AND THECHARLES PRICE 

SCHOOL Of jOuRNALISM-IEXTENSION OF THE university OF

PENNSYLVANIA), AND RESIDENT AT POWDER SPRINGS, GEORGIA, 

WERSELL DOES NOT HAVE AN FBI CRIMINAL RECORO, ALTHOUGH A

’ 7/1/73 MIAMI HERALD TROPIC MAGAZINE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT HE 

. .AND SEVEN other PERSONS HAD BEEN INDICTED POP CONSPIRACY TO .

VIOLATE U.S, NEUTRALITY LAWS, BUT—THAT. THE-CHARGES...WERE...... .

DROPPED ON THE ORDERS OF THEN ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK,

' HIS INDICTMENT WAS REPORTEDLY THE RESULT OF HIS INVOLVEMENT

WITH A HAITIAN REVOLUTIONARY GROUP DURING 1966 , A 1974 ESCUlRE 
♦

MAGAZINE ARTICLE DESCRIBES WERBELL'S INVOLVEMENT IN A COVERT

POLITICAL MOVEMENT TO GAIN INDEPENDENCE FOR THE ISLAND OF 

ABACO IN THE BAHAMAS, WERBELL IS ALLEGED TO BE A REGISTERED 

DEALER AND/OR MANUFACTURER OF WEAPONS,

"BELL, william HART.IN, WHITE MALE, BORN 6/27/28,

. 6FT 2 inches tall, 233 lbs,, gray hair, north Carolina drivers’s 

LICENSE number 219 83 96; RESIDING AT 4412 WATERBURY ROAD.

SECRET
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‘j.- pAriasa ■

■ RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA; StUlEVcD TO DEAN EX-MARINE CORPS,

I PILOT AND OWNER OF THE MARINE REALTY AND DEVELOPMENT

I CORPORATION, US ROUTE 1 .- NORTH, R ALF.IGH,. N, C, » DELL HAS BEEN .

Larrested by the Raleigh pd on the following charges: carrying \

A CONCEALED WEAPON and DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE - 1973; AND

■ ISSUING A WORTHLESS CHECK - 1967, BELL DOES NOT HAVE AN FBI

. CRIMINAL RECORD, L>-
.. 1

" IN APRIL 1975, IN ALLEGED FINANCIAL DIFFICULTY, ,
O

WERBELL CONTACTED AN MIAMI R/O COOPERATI NG INDIVIDUAL ANO

REQUESTED THE C/I'S ASSISTANCE IN SMUGGLING MULTI-TOn QUANTITIES : O?

;• CF COLOMBIAN MARIHUANA INTO THE U.S, MIAMI R/O U/C AGENTS, ;

ACTING aS PILOT/SMUGGLERS AND COLOMBIAN1 SOURCE OF SUPPLY, HAVE *

BEEN CONDUCTING NEGOTIATIONS WITH WERBELL AND SELL CONCERNING O

THE FINANCING, AIR SMUGGLING AND DISTRIBUTION OF MARIHUANA.
O

OTHER INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE. CONSPIRACY TO DATE ARE WALLY ;

GILLIS, BELIEVED TO RE SUBJECT Op NADDIS RECORD NUMBER 121267, ; O

AND A RICK STEVENS AND A WILLIAM JORDAN, WHITE MALES, 23'S;

no additional id data available-at this time, 1

"CONSPIRACY INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING, ADDITIONAL 
■ ’ i

INFORMATION RELATIVE TO neutrality VIOLATIONS will be FORWARDED i
Q

3.3^ ; : O
SECRET
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UPON RECEIPT, ONE U/C AGENT (PiLOT) HAS BEEN APPROACHED SY 

BELL TO JAKE PART IN THE GRENADA OPERATTON, 

~ "s,r,f. hiami briefed verbally concerning Grenada ■

information this date, a copy of this information will be ♦

FURNISHED TO U.S, CUSTOMS. A TF, AND S,R,F, AT HIMI. JOHN. A, . ;

LUND JR,. REGIONAL DIRECTOR", -

distribution; ;

.... 3 - C/LAD VIA TELEPOUCH ■ E2, ImPDET. .J

'■ -1 ■ i

<
*

« ,#
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24 March 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Alleged Activities of. Walter Mackem

; 1. During the week of March 9, I lunched with Mr. WesTey
■ Dyckman. Dyckman isa former Agency staffer currently employed 

. by the Drug Enforcement Agency. During the course of our lunch­
eon- conversation, the name of Wal ter Mackem came up. Dyckman . 
told me that Mackem, a JOT classmate of ours, had been fired by

i the Agency.• According to Dyckman, Mackem is how employed in the 
! Washington area as a private investigator. In addition, accord- 
: ing to Dyckman, Mackem is involved with a paramilitary activity 
। funded by some unnamed British source. The activity, which 
i Dyckman referred to as "the new land project" seeks to establish 

a tax shelter on one of the out-islands of the Caribbean by 
‘forcefully taking over the island and establishing a government 

there. Mackem is supposedly involved in paramilitary training 
of forces who would participate in this paramilitary adventure 
again. According to Dyckman, the paramilitary training supposedly 
takes place in Georgia not far from Atlanta.

2. This is the extent of my conversation with Dyekman"'bn—the- 
above subject and I 
ing this.

have no further information or details concern-

Orig - OS/SAG
1 - SE/SEC
1 - LA/SO
1 - Hayes

E2 IMPDET
CL BY 017709
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STAFF
CONF: yj/t lO 'WO: FILE

TO*: FR/NEW YORK. Y

FES ' L^/iD
, 'CALi/U________

2/
M/ SLCY_ l.°

L70S1H .
oissem st*

AJAJA FORRES V

REF: FR/NEW YORK,30117 IIN 51X211I ?

1- NO ADDITIONAL HAS TRACES ON EDGAR LEMMENS AND CO. OTHER
. ■ 'J -: '. ' TIRLEMONT.

THA^ONFIRtiAilON THAT IT LICENSED DEALER OF ARMS LOCATED IN/MR13»ffirt 

BELGIUM AND THAT IT IMPORTED FROM NEW .YORK TO BELGIUM A SILENT SUB-

MACHINE GUN WHICH LATER SHOWED UP IN SPAIN CONNECTED WITH BASQUE

ASSASSINATION. ¥

2. MICHELL L. WERBELL. III C201-251110} IS PARTNER OF DEFENSE

SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL INC. OF POWDER SPRINGS. GEORGIA.A LICENSED 
ARMS DEALER- HE BORN fl MAR 1518, PHILADELPHIA. HAS HAS LENGBY 

201 ON WERBELL WHO HAS LONG HISTORY POPPING UP IN AREAS AND SITUATIONS

WHERE CAN MAKE FEW FAST BUCKS. HE CHARACTERIZED AS UNSCRUPULOUS.

WHEELER-DEALER AND PROMOTER OF GRANDIOSE SCHEMES. HE OF OPERATIONAL 

INTEREST IN MI0-1*151 WHEN BECAME INVOLVED WITH ANTI-CASTRO PLOTTERS r
IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND OFFERED PROVIDE 8KHERALD WITH INFO ON [

t
REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES IN CARIBBEAN. HE GRANTED POA IN AUGUST [

1151 BUT THIS CANCELLED OCTOBER 1151 WHEN HIS INFO PROVED BE OF ’
DATE: 
OPtG; v
Uhlf: i
EXT: • - *

REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED £ 2 IMPOET 

CL BY:

s r c r r t
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S E C R E T »«»»•&• >u*a»»o*<x«’o« o*6t* cnv •*•**©< mhmxb r.u!_Brt
staff director

0 ~m> oissem ars

LITTLE VALUE AND IT SUSPECTED THAT HE USING BKHERALD0 FUNDS TO 

PROMOTE PERSONAL INTERESTS- EVER SINCE, BKHERALD HAS BEEN DIS­

CLAIMING WERBELL WH^4+AS-T?EPEA ATTEMPTED PROMOTE SELF AS REP . 

OF .LNBUZZ AND BKHERALD- SINCE MUCH OF BKHERALD INFO ON WERBELL 

ORIGINATES LNERGO,WE SUGGEST LNERGO REP/NEW YORK PERFORM TRACE 

THROUGH HISOFFICIALCHANNEL-{ABOVE INFO MAY NOT BE PASSED FOREIGN 

NATIONALS BECAUSE WERBELL WODUAL CITIZEN-} V .

3- ONLY TRACE ON MITCHELL WERBELL IV IS THAT HE ALSO INVOLVED 
FATHER'S

IN/9m938 ARMS BUSINESS TRADE- HE HAS HAD NO CONNECTION WITH 

BKHERALD- V

. m. file: aoi-naaa?, ee ihpdet.h

NE/SO
DAK: 1? MARCH 11?5 
or.G: WENDY RAHMM^ 
unit NE/ARN/I

FR/^ a

LA

CNE/ARN

CNE/ARN/T

. . AvnawTomw er*«ct«

R£PROOUCT'* < BT OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PRO,',',ITED £ 2 IMPOET 
cl by: gaseta

/R. 133^0 a 

C/FR/03

S E c R E T
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secret 0413352 mar 75 staff 

CITE FR/NEw YORK 30417 i 

TO 1 DIRECTOR, 

AJAJA FORRES
REF A, UNOW-6325 ' '

0, FR/NEW YORK 30022 ^ ,3

1. SUBj REFS, ALA-AL-DIN AL-TAYYaR OF THE IRAQI MUN, IS STILL OF 

CURRENT INTEREST TO F9I WHICH HAS HIM UNDER PERIODIC OBSERVATION. 

TAYYAR HAS BEEN IN BAGHDAD ON HOLIDAY FOR PAST SEVERAL WEEKS AND FBI 

HOPES' MAKE OPERATIONAL'APPROACH TQ HIM SHORTLY AFTER HIS RETURN NEW 

YORK |N NEXT WEEK OR SO. DURING 25 FEB MEETING WITH FBI COUNTER- 

PARTS, TEMPOS AGAIN REITERATED BKHERALD INTEREST IN TmYYAR SAYING HE. 

DEFINITELY WOULD LIKE CONTACT TAYYAR IF FOR SOME REASON FBI DECIDED- 

NOT TO, FBI CONTACTS SAID MATTER WOULD BE RESOLVED ONE WAY OF ANOTHER 

IN NEXT FEw WEEKS AND THEY WOULD ATTEMPT ASSIST TERPOS IN THE CONTACT 

IF FBI GAVE TAYYAR UP.
I

2, FBI ALSO INFORMALLY ASKED FOR TRACES OF FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS/ 

COMPANIES WHICH REF B CONTACT OF TAYYAR (WILLIAM A P I K I A N) HAS 

CONTACTED RE PURCHASING armsi 
A, MITCHELL wVbElL, III aND IV



CAOLB BIC OISBIM •* TQY*L COPIES RUN 8*
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J STAFF
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ADVANCI COPT >9IUID SLOTTtO

! SECRET
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ACTION UNIT
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N j •________ |*|________

3 !•ACTION *
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•

T 031008 EIA365 PAGE 02-02 IN 511214

TqR|041600Z MAR 75 NvFR 30417

. defense SYSTEMS

POWDER SPRINGS GEORGIA, 

LNERGO SOURCE SAID WERBELL (EITHER OR-SON) FORMERLY WORKED FOR 

BKHERALD. ALSO MADE OFF THE CUFF REMARK THAT "DEFENSE SYSTEMS CO" 

-SOUNDED LIKE BkHERALD /RONT’ ORGANIZATION. " ~

?B,t £ba*R^EMW____ ,, —____

y* c BELGIUM . - ■ -1/';

: FBI Has INFO FROM BELGIUM SECURITY that LEMMENS AND CO. IN ■ ' ;

THE PAST Has PROVIDED ARmS for THE IRA ANO THE BASQUE INDEPENDENCE 

MOVEMENT.

3, FILE) 201’0918287. E2 IMPDET

SECRET



14-00000

by Andrew St George

Capitalist revolution, the ultimate solution •

F
ot- the ‘first time in history.' 
the successful managers of 
America’s economy—its en­
trepreneurs, financiers, mer­
chandisers. investors—are 
talking rebellion. A kind of 
.rebellion, anyway. There is no call 
to subvert the Republic, only to 

abandon it. In increasing numbers, 
America’s, most affluent and active 
elites arc threatening to withdraw 
their funds, their assets, ultimately 
even themselves and their families 
from the centers of the U.S. econ­
omy, which many of them seem to 
consider done fur. Nicholas von 
Hoffman. the acerbic and preter­
naturally foresighted columnist of 
The Washington Pont, found that in 
some of mid-America’s best execu­
tive dubs, “There is talk of buying 
gold coins and keeping them in the 
office safe, of owning a piece of land 
to retreat to when the trouble 
starts." The hero of the year’s most 
durable best seller, Yoh Cun Profit 
Prom a Monetary Crinin, by Harry 
Browne, is "Peter Panic." the quin- • 
(essential American small investor. 
He is in flight from his own na­
tional economy. Transferring every 
penny he owns from US. invest­
ments into Swiss banks and South 
African gold stocks, Peter Panic 
practically doubles his worth from 
1970 to *73; then he is ready to 
take the most important ste;>— t<» 
find himself a secluded rural retreat 
to weather the nation’s coming 
troubles.

But retreat where* Thal’s the 
basic problem none of thc>e doom- 
suyers grapples with. A seven­
ty -five-thousand-dollar-a-year man 
who pulls up lock, stuck and Umd

investments to move to a secluded 
farmhouse may find there a mea- 
sureof protection from random 
violence—he may find, if real 
trouble starts, that in his isolation 
he’s utterly defenseless.

Unless, of course, he has planned 
ahead—as far ahead and as care­
fully a« the originators of what one 
can only call, for the moment, the 
Abaco Plan (it remains .to be seen 
by events, of course, whether the 
Abaco planners were as wise and 
prescient as they were farsighted 
and careful). The originators of 
the Abaco idea were the first to im­
plement the urge to abandon Amer­
ica with a concrete design, includ­
ing a destination, provision for per­
sonal and financial safety, monetary 
reward and even a Utopian social 
program. Though the men behind 
Abaco are nearly the opposite of 
the commune-seekers of the late 
Sixties and early Seventies, their 
objectives are much the same. They 
seek a way out and a return t»» 
fundamental values, but their most 
fundamental value is the proposi­
tion that each of them should be 
many times a millionaire, untrou­
bled by inflation.

By the time you read this, the 
men of Abaco may have necom- • 
p:i.»hed the not stage? vf their pro- • 
gram tin which case you will have 
read ah’jt them in the newspa­
per.**—or they may have faded and 
be in the process of regrouping. 
But I’d like y<«u Jo meet them as I 
did. at a lunch in Washington, D.C., 
last May.

"Ctf 'Ilaria anti lit the flogs 
of Wed .

. No. sit ! Not here in puke Zek 
bert’s place you don’t; this well- 
bred Washington restaurant admits 
no animals. Not even if they’re 
wearing eighty-dollar Church’s 
shoes. Not even if they happen to 
be the familiar old two-legged war 
hounds who were made immortal In 
the Shakespearean line, and who 
are being made fashionable again 
this year by the success of Fred­
erick Forsyth’s latest book. The 
Do;/* of War.

Here we are in 1974, murky, 
angst-ridden, confusing old ’74, and 
with Forsyth’s novel a best seller, 
hailed as "5wn to be a major mov­
ie," deferentially praised for its 
•’reportoria! realism.’’ inure and 
more people are talking about "the 
dogs of war’' as if they knew what 
the phrase meant: an international 
conspiracy of financiers .and killer 
commandos who wage mercenary 
mini-wars in the quest fur maxi- 
payoffs. What nonsense! A drink at 
Duke Zeibert’s polished bar will 
give us a belter view of reality 
than Fred Forsyth’s collected 
works.

Take Mister Mitchell Livingston 
WerBe’.l here, a ruddy, jovial, mous­
tached chap, sipping his prepran- 
dial Tanqueray martini extra, dry. 
H’s obvious that if there were any­
thing doggy ur bellicose about Wcr- 
Bell, he wouldn’t be lunching where 
he is—al the bead of the old Duke’s 
prize front corner table.

Or take the tall, well-tailored 
m.ui sitting next t<» WcrEell. It is . 
plain at a glance that he looks and 
—hating just been overheaid ask­
ing. "May I have the pickles, 
p^ase?”—sounds like a patrician



I»ndon clubman. And that's just 
what he is: Robert Hamilton. Kar­
on of Eelhaven and Stenton. a dis­
tinguished member uf the House 
of Ix>rds.

In fact, a good took at the Icg- 
* endary Mitch WerBeil—millionaire 

firearms tycoon, designer of the 
world’s best muzzle silencer,, ad­
venturer, friend of dictators and 
C.I.A.‘agents. manipulator of the 
luck of small. nations—i-and‘ at the 
seven men who* are his luncheon 
guests today reminds us that, in 
real life, the strategy of private 
wars demands, first of all.jfnesse.

A/In: Forsyth^ “the dogs of 
war** get together only to make 
hard-boiled conversation about 
•'knocking off an entire republic’* 
with the aid of World -War II ma­
chine pistols laboriously concealed 
in oil drums. WerBell’s world is 
different. A top executive, of . De? ‘ 
fenSe.IServices International, /Mili­
tary : A rmaments Corporation cand 
Sionicslnc:, he designs an'd manu- - 
factures his own weaponry, which 
are recognized all over the world 
as the most sophisticated small 
arms obtainable. • Having acquired 
a taste for irregular warfare as ah 
O.S.S. commando leader behind 
Japanese’lines in World War II, 
WerBell is rumored- to have taken 
a hand iii a long string of mini­
wars since then, from the South 
Chi.la Sea to the Caribbean and the 
Mediterranean. Rut WerBell frowns
on crass badinage, especially with 
food. At ZeiberCs the table talk is 
mostly-about gastronomy today, in 
part because the dill sours and soft- 
shell crabs are truly remarkable, in 
part because the host at the neigh­
boring table is Clifton Daniel, the 
silver-haired Washington bureau 
chief of The New York Times.

But by the time coffee nnd Cour- 
voisier arrive. Daniel and his party 
depart WerBell lights a finely 
veined Montecruz double corona. “1 
talked to the island today,” he says, 
and suddenly the title is all atten­
tion.

he island”—that’s what this 
lunch is all about. The island 
is Abaco; not yet an inde­
pendent republic, nor a center 
of commc.ee and finance, but 
by no means a negligible

coral hump, either. In fact, Abaco 
is the Aecond-Iarge^t landmass in 
the Bahamas—Great .Abaco and 
Little Abaco, surrounded by a 
sprinkling of >mall reefs and cays, 
over sewn hundred square in Ues 
of fertile tropical paradise. MiUh 
WerBell and his pilots have come 
to Washington to discuss a project

straight out of a Forsyth script: 
the take-over of Abaco—an action 
that will allow these men to pet 
themselves and their money profit­
ably out of the U.S.

To be sure, any resemblance to 
popular fiction stops short with the 
basic idea. Commando politics is 
dead. It will no longer do to break! 
open a case of bootleg hand gre-! 
nades and storm the palace. In fact, 1 
Abaco has no palace. What it does 
have is six to seven thousand native 
inhabitants who lead lives ranging 
from quiet stagnation to mute 
poverty. <•

To be conquered, Abaco must be 
attacked—that fundamental, aspect 
of territorial expansion has not 
changed in four thousand years— 
but in an age of psychological war­
fare, ’ motivational research, sub­
liminal propaganda and behavior 
modification, the tactics must be 
different. WerBelfs first assault on 
Abaco has been psychological,'With 
great skill and ruthless persuasive- 
ness^the citizens of Abaco are con­
vinced, step by step, that they must 
become an independent nation; that 
becoming an independent nation is 
the greatest, most rewarding tiling 
in the .whole wide world; that it is 
they, the citizenry of Abaco, who 
must urgently, need and demand 
and fight for status as a self-gov­
erning commonwealth.

“I talked to the island for.almost 
an hour this morning.” WerBell re-, .
peats gently, now that everyone 
around the table is watching him 
with close attention. “They finally 
got the slips. They’ve already dis­
tributed half of them. They’ll mnke 
a one-spot run this weekend and see 
how they score. They think it’ll be 
sixty to sixty-five percent”

No translation is needed. As the 
Watergate taj>es have demonstrat­
ed, men who share a secret scenario 
come to share a secret language, as 
if by osmosis. WerBell’s remarks 
reveal that he has had a long-dis­
tance conversation’ this morning 
with one of his chief operatives on 
Abaco, using a clear phone line— 
i.e., a connection involving untapped 
phone numbers. (If the conversa­
tion had not involved a key agent 
on Abaco, and if the phone had 
been suspect, the conversation 
would have been brief.l

The agent on the isUnd—most 
likely C. R. •’Uhurk” Haff who has 
served as Wcr Bell's principal 
ntive on Abaco during mo-t of the 
Summer of 1974—reported th.it the 
speci.tl CMurior who occasionally ar­
rives from .Miami aboard a »mall 
amphibian seaplane, bringing con­
signments which the Nassau au-

thorities are not supjwved to see, 
had delivered a shipment .of blank 
survey forms. These polling-slips, 
devised by a prestigious U3. opin­
ion-research firm, are to monitor 
sentiment on Abaco in favor of in­
dependence—not just once, but 
week by week, as WerBell’s psywar 
campaign unfolds.

Furthermore. WerBeB learned 
this morning that a test sampling 
focused on a single Abaco settle­
ment, perhaps Marsh Harbour or 
Fox Town, had been scheduled by 
his agents on Abaco for the coming 
weekend. The organizers expected 
to poll between sixty and sixty-five 
percent in favor of independence— . 
an impressive score, reflecting the 
fact that the covert political cam­
paign of WerBell and- Co. is in its 
sixth month.

Iga re these’people serious* They.. 
ig^i are indeed—4adt merely se- 

n9us but experienced, pow- 
'KH erful and farsighted. Three 

J&a&jja of WerBell’s luncheon 
MM guests are former C.I.A. ca­
reer officers, all three recently re- . 
tired, from its clandestine services, 
branch, where they acquired in­
valuable experience in the manipu­
lation. dismantling and rearranging 
of governments. John Muldoon, who 
is WerBell’s principal agent in 
Washington, has served as a Pul Ad 
—a political adviser—in Vietnam 
and • Africa. Walter Macke n has
seen similar duty in a numl>er of 
Southeast Asian countries, and Ted 
Roussos, a tanned, greying man, 
has been a senior C.I.A. clandestine 
services official in the Mediterra­
nean—Italy, the Balkans, above all 
Greece— for twenty years
before he retired last year to join, 
ostensibly, the management of the 
Astor, Washington’s best Greek 
restaurant, long owned by his 
family.

These men are not war hounds or 
gunslingers. Their ethos and telos 
thrust not toward violence but 
toward control. They are technetron- 
ic conflict managers;—planners, or­
ganizers, and only occasionally the 
manipulators of violent action. Muf- 
doen is a talk pink, deep-chested 
Irishman faithfully cast in the mold 
from which most of the chief in? 
specters of Urge American ^dice 
departments seem to spring. Mack- 
cm looks like an Ivy Hague grad­
uate instructor, blond, button-down, 
horn-rimmed, alert, with a Hung 
Kong Racquet Club tie to match 
hi* navy blazer., The pi;*-smnking 
Roussos, in his flawlessly cut En­
glish tropicals, demonstrates what 
the French mean when they say
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distingue—the aging Charles Boyer 
plunked in a spy scenario. looking 
not so much the part of James Bond 
as his enigmatic superior. M. A!', 
three, follow WerEeU's briefing with 
small nods and half smiles of ap­
proval.

WerBell talks on. his eyes on the 
pearl-grey ash of .his cigar, his 
growly voice low. There's work to 
be done—lots of it The day known 
as U.D.I.—that is, the date when 
Abaco breaks away from-the Com-' 

-. monwealth of the. Bahamas, the 
■ Unilateral Declaration-of Indepen- 

dence—is tentatively set for Neri- 
Year’s Day of 1975. The operations 
required to seize, control of the is­
land have been disguised as the 
"uprising’.’ of an "autonomous, lo­
cally organized independence fneve- 
merit” with such arhazing skill that 
none of the world's major press has 

repotted what is going on. A number 
of seemingly local organizations 
and deceptively “ad hoc” groups 
have sprung up to handle those ac­
tivities that canriot be kept from 
public view—propaganda, organiza­
tion,, and so forth. There are: the 
Abaco Independence Movement 
(known as A.I.M;); the Abaco De­
velopment Council; Friends of 
Abaco; the "Prosperity ’74” Eco­
nomic Conference on Abaco.

Every one of these cover organi­
zations has been clandestinely cre­
ated, financed and managed from 
WerEeU’s headquarters in Powder 
Springs, a suburb of Atlanta. To 

' coordinate their activities—propa­
ganda, recruitment, proselytization, 
the importation of distinguished

guest s|>eakers from the U.S. who 
preach the independence gospel but­
tressed by a variety of economic 
ard political promises—n carefully 
camouflaged “forward headquar­
ters" has been set up in Miar.::. A 
large, deceptively suburban house 
at 1CC6 S.W. Twelfth Street hides 
a high-powered SSB.radio station, 
a “dispatch center" for handling 
cargo traffic with Abaco via a small 
seaplane, and a halfway house for 
prvmisitig independence ■ militants 
who are discreetly flown to Miami. 
On arrival, the. independence ac­
tivists are either enrolled in politi­
cal indoctrination courses held in 
Miami, or, having been provided 
with plane tickets under various 
cover names, they are flown farther 
north to a training base near At­
lanta, where they receive paratnili- 
tary training "Grider the command 
of- a former U.S. infantry officer, . 
CoL Robert Bayard.

Col. Bayard. a tall, leathery man 
in the Gary Cooi>er inold, with grey 
eyes and a shock of reddish brown 
hair, is the officer in charge of “spe­
cial personnel." Young, muscular. 
unattached:Abaconian independence 
enthusiasts, whose commitment to 
the cause of U.D.I. is especially 
strong, are given seven weeks of 
supersecret instruction in the use 
of small arms, demolition devices­
and other commando skills at the 
proving grounds of Mitch W er- 
Bell's arms company. Proving 
grounds’ Well, WerBell makes 
plenty of gadgets that bear testing, 
liis companies produce a deadly 
sniper rifle, "accurized," automat­

ed. utterly silent, with the built-in 
capability of plugging a beer can at 
a thousand yards—“We guarantee 
thi* much," says WerBell—and a 
special sighting device which en- 

. ables the rifleman to fix his target 
day or night. With Gordan Ingram. 
WcrBell has designed and produces 
the incredible Ingram, a miniatur-i 
ized submachine gun no larger 
than the familiar..45 service auto­
matic. eight hundred rounds per 
minute, the whole shooting match 
about as noisy as a very fast Ping­
Pong match—“pac . . ,-pac . .. pac- 
paepac"—the barrel is a patented 
WerEell silencer. There is plenty of 
"sophisticated equipment” to test. 
But among visitors w;ho have been 
invited there more than "once, the 
place—electronic security fencing, 
the dog patrols, the imperious warn­
ing sighs, the helipad for combat 
choppers, the airstrip for the com­
pany Learjet—among people who 
call Mitch by his first name, the 
place is known as "the farm.”

MBBaraining special personnel is a 
rigorous regime, and CoL 

rj Bayard keeps himself in 
11 shape; at Zeibert’s he takes 
F J grilled liver and a single 
Lj beer, and lunches in silence, 

seldom intervening in the discus­
sion. occasionally glancing at his 
wrist chronometer—he must be 
back at the form by nightfall, and 
as a mere colonel, he must "flycom-- 
mercial"—no Learjets pre-warnied 
on the ready strip.

Setting out the final phases of 
the Abaco take-over campaign. Wer-

•kbaco’s head honcho: mil­
lionaire, ideologue and phi­
losopher Michael C. Oliver.

Ah. yes. the seven thousand native inhabitants; after the 
revolution, every Abaconian will get a certificate like this 
one, worth one acre of homestead land absolutely free.
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Bell sounds as smoothly -nd [day- children all together, one perce of providentially, at this critical june- 
fully Machiavellian as the senior their own land. Who will decide ture in mid-197-l. Michael C: Oliver
account executive of a medium^ 
slzed ad agency' plotting a tricky 
but not really make-fir-br/ck media 

• blitz:',The support of the locals is 
..essential; "To.get it, we're gonna 

' cHarige-theirself-image." It's easy; 
„ just' listen. .We're gonna use only 

■the triith: Abaconians think of 
■ . themselves ... \ well, as people of 
■ modest means. Th reality, they’re... 

beggars hunkered.oh’ a mountain’bf. 
gold. And this is by. no meahsah- 
other hollow hype. No effective psy- 

' ; war concept is.
Stretching across the central and 

southern reaches of Abaco there.are 
300-.00O—tA tree. A il ndred thousand— 
acres of undeveloped prime land, 
potentially, and by no means unre­
alistically. worth hundreds of mil- . 
lionaoTdollars. This- is Virgin'soil. 
Under.British ;coiiinial' rulel.these.- 
weYe* crown lands; ’reserved for the 
sovereign; andi'npw;''under the new­
ly self-governing Bahamas .Com­
monwealth.. administered by the 
Pindling government in Nassau, 
they’re still government land, strict­
ly ho trespassing for private, citi-. 
zens.

Just suppose, the scenario goes, 
that on January 1, 1975, good old 
torpid hung over "sorry-general- 
the-switchboard-is-closed" New 
Year's Day, Great Abaco and Little 
Abaco and all the lesser cays, reefs 
and coralback adjacent thereto, de­
clare themselves ah independent re­
public. This vast virgin acreage 
would be—up f<>r grabs. Every na­
tive-born Abaconian could line up 
for his divvy.

"WilPhe get it?" asks Ted Rous­
sos at the restaurant.

"Ohoho.-you bet your boots," says
WerBeil; "Here, see if I can find 
this stuff. . . He flips through his 
attache case, custom-made by Peal's 
of Ixmdr.n. pulls out some gold- 
rimnied. ielaLorately printed bonds. 
"Here.-. i'..the Abaco National Land 
Trust Beneficiary Share Certificate. 
And here's, the other gizmo, the 
Land Entitlement Certificate. This 
says every native Abaconian adult 
gets his one-acre homesite free and 
clear after independence. And on 
the beneficiary share, he’ll get some 
of the major lense revenues. Here's 
the tender, lays it all on the line. 

.You bet they'll get a share. Pro­
vided, the tender says . right here. 
7‘nu id,that ths ^iliticr.l titan- 
tian i« Abaco is jast anil fair.' "

"Just and fair," says Roussos 
softly. "O; course, just and fair. If 
the National lauid Whatnot gives 
each native a one-acre hon-.esitc. it 
will give them all, man, woman and

■ what's >••.«* eoj f»'rT"
"Ah . . . probably I will.”
There he is . . . the low voice, the 

bony figure in the forty-nine-dollar 
Robert Hall drip-dry suit, the jack­
et bulge between chest and armpit 
contouring hot the Tamilian , shoul­
der holster but .a Hewlett-Packard 
minicalculator: Mike Oliver likts 
sitting.at the far end of the table 

' .with a notebook beside the butter 
plate; He has lunched here prudent­
ly and salubriously on nothing but 
cold fish' arid iced tea arid with' a 
health-conscious frown for the va­
por of two-dollar cigars, staring in- 

"tent’ly at every speaker in turn, now 
staging at TedRoussos over the re­
mains. of his cold jellied salmon . 
withthedeepdeyededneentration of - 
aman whose daifnoh senses a chal- 
knge. "You have, a good point, a 
sniall point but a good point ’Just’ 
and ‘fair’ are only words until' 
somebody decides what they are 
supposed to mean.' On Abaco," I will 
decide.' That's the big point isn’t 
it?"

Right you are, Mike. Chesty 
Mitch WerBell "and Big Jack Mul­
doon and Smart Walt Miickem and 
Courtly Lord Belhaven in their be­
spoke three-hundrcd-dollar suits 
and club ties and hand-rubbed 
Peal's cases, and Bob Bayard in his 
craggy silence, and all the other 
N.C.P. staff'(New-Country Project 
is what that stands for) and special 
personnel drawing contract pay oh 
or about Abaco are ultimately only 
meant to enforce what Mike Oliver 
considers just and fair and desir­
able. Ted Roussos knows it, too; he 
resigns from the project the day 
after the luncheon meeting. But no
one else does. Why should they? 
Mike Oliver is here, after all, not 
just as the founder and constitu­
tional creator of a perfectly seri­
ous American new-country move­
ment, but in representation of a 
powerful syndicate of financial 
backers. It is. above all, Oliver who 
is making independence an immi­
nent reality for the citizens of 
Abaco, most of whom have never 
heard his name.

But among the driven, troubled, 
questing financiers of America. 
Oliver is more than a name. To 
many business leaders he's a mira­
cle worker, a minor prophet on the 
crumbling walls of the city, a far­
sighted .-.entry registering the ap­
proach of the forces of darkness. 
For a sjiecter is haunting America 
— n new apparition of four space- 
age horsemen: Inflation. Unemploy­
ment, Depression and Chaos. And

in -rswiaHor with vitrhel! AVer 
Itctl. offers the driven rich an alter­
native: not just some backcountry 
hidey-hole, but citizenship and resi­
dence in an entirely new country; a 
newborn commonwealth wholly ded­
icated to the protection of private 

wealth and the survival—indeed, 
the re.riral-^vt the classic free- 
enterprise system.

Long before the Dow hit the five 
hundreds, and coffee went up to 
fifty cents a cup, long before old 
people began eating, dog food and 
farmers dumping .their calves into 
ditches, Mike Oliver foresaw that 
the free-enterprise economy was 
doomed -in America; It sounded 
strange at first, coming from Mike 
Oliver, this single-minded belief in 
devaluation, decline and fall, for in 
the mid-Sixties the dollar was still 
the fixed star of the economic firma­
ment, the U.S. economy was boom­
ing. and Oliver himself seemed the 
very embodiment of the American 
dream of success: a European im­
migrant to the U.S. at eighteen, he 
had made his first million by thirty 
(real-estate development construc­
tion) and 1965 saw him living on a 
charming wooded estate in Nevada 
with a pretty wife named Betty and 
three lively children. Approaching 
fifty, .Oliver was the president of 
sever::! medium-sized corporations, 
a settled, induential community 
leader and the employer of a rav- 
ishingly beautiful secretary named 
Vicky Jo Todd, who was crowned 
Miss Nevada in 1970. Yet for al­
most ten years, where other busi­
nessmen and economists saw only 
progress and prosperity. Oliver di­
vined a long-range trend toward de-
pressioii and disaster.

Worldwide travel and an intense 
reading of economics helped con­
vince him by 1965 that, as he told 
a visitor years later. "They're go­
ing to screw up the money." He 
felt certain that debauchery of the 
dollar would lead to political crisis, 
inflation, and ultimately to some 
sort of dictatorship.

"Once I saw that the.dollar was 
kaput, that whatever the govern­
ment did would only make matters 
worse. I dumped my stocks and 
bonds and switched to a strong 
position in gold coins. Everyone 
laughed, except my friends; my 
friends said I'd gone crazy. Well, as 
you knmy, it turned out that Pd 
made some pretty sharp bets in the 
money market, and instead of call­
ing to suggest where 1 could get 
some psychotherapy, my friends 
called to fContiHnul tin page IjI*

•a fs^winr resnuxar ■
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THE NEW-COUNTRY CAPER
ttu>n f.-i-jr »;;/ a^k where 

I '.va? get:ing niy investment tips. Ami. 
while I bvcan making M»mr real .money 
by •'♦•’.’-‘TO. it wasn’t because I had g<Mxl 
financial advice. Just the opposite was 
true: all. the investment .advisers and 
trust officers anil analysts and fore­
caster* and market consultant* were 
bettmg. thr other way, they * couldn’t 
read the handwriting even when their 
n^M'S were against the wall, and so— 
1 bent the market. Let me tell you. not 
many f>o'p!e do. And the way it han* 
.pened. it wasn’t any tips or charts or 
portfolio managers; what really hap- 
penvd was that by lt’GA .I’d become a

• student—a'<O*C'p/r, really—of I’rofes- 
sor. Ludwig von Mises.”

Professor von Mises, the longest-lived 
(ninety-two). most prolific (nineteen 
books) and least self-etfacing economist 
of the Austrian School founded .by 
Euhm-Eawerk', died in. 1973 in New 
York-City (where he’d been .teaching 
since’KUO) just as. after n half cvn-. 
tury of. obscurity and neglect, his teach­
ings began to enjoy a renaissance here, 
much I io* way Karl Marx came into 
vogue in Eastern Europe at about the. 
time the siege guns of the Red Army 
became audible in the distance.-

Had more people listened to Von 
Mises in time, there would be more gold 

* millionaires like Oliver today, nnd ol- 
. though not many did, the professor’s 
tiny vderiv of admirers often compared 
him in epochal stature t<» Karl Marx — 
a M.ux of ultruconscrvative capitalistic 
convictions, of course. •

Von Alices was a polymath and his 
teaching' are complex, but some of the 
principal doctrines are not difficult to 
grasp. Vvn Mises believed that human 
freedom and laissez-faire capitalism 
were'one am! the same thing. He had 
passionate, sacrnmentnl faith in the 
markr*. not as a mere institution—the 
sort of vulgar ’’computer” seen by Key­
nesian* which the government can tink- 

■ er with whenever it nvvds'to—but as a 
n»etaph>steal .process which regulate.* 
nil human affairs. Much as one cannot 

• hopr t" fix a fine watch with a bung 
starter. Von Mises was convinced that 
goverirrrrt c-mld not intervene in .eco­
nomic arfairs, in the providential work­
ing* <»f the market, without causing 
damage, “interventionism** was a self- 
deft.a’.ir-g. vicious circle: the first guv- 
crnnimtu! intrusion into business neevs- 
sita:*-d a second to stem the ravages of 
the first, then a third one to undo the 
won? c.’i’otijuvncn of the second; then 
a fourth intervention to alleviate the 
trauma of the third . . . Von Mises d<*« 
spi*-d “ int er vent urn the whole
braina--. sniveling lefty ’.ut of econo* 
nt:.-:., banker*, policy planners, sneio’o- 
gists. wro advocated govrn.mrntal par- 
tirtp.>*a>n m u h <jt i in<j with an economic 
a-r-iCt; he even. op|n”>e| five public 
education rd-oxe the grade-.-cho-J level. 
An-1 Vo?; M.«e* was evangdivul in hi* 
kl.t f cn!e» mankind learned to
valu-a and defend laisse? fane
capitab.'in a* its paramount social sys. 
ten*., it "a* headed lor chaos and
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Chao.* an*l tyranny—that is 
Mike Oliver foresaw n* early as 
the inevitable result of Aniertca's “in­
terventionist” and “collectivist" fiscal 
debauchery. That he made million* at 
dollar* in gold profits -dong the way did 
nut really reassure Oliver, it merely’ 
Confirmed his premonitions. Of course, 
the profits heljnkl: to people who trad 
th Kii.tk in icrm-i bi .no\e>--th.»t 
most of us—they* seemed .tn prove that. 
Oliver had something.

To tell the world what he had, Oliver 
wrote a bock in 1968: A .yew Consh- 

. tnfmn ./or a .Vew: CoMMfry. Printed 
• privately, never noticed in a book re-, 

view, written in pedestrian declaratory 
style, the book has thus far sold 19.400 
copies through the mail—proving that’ 
there does • exist that contradictory 
thing, a genuine underground best 
seller. •

The subtitle on the cover reads: “Has 
the Time Come To Abandon the United 
States?’’ Oliver’s answer is a firm- 
“Yes." .The book tells why, and how/j 
“The United States'can no longer, be 
Saved from severe crisis. . . . Though 
not yet under complete tyranny, preva­
lence of totalitarian ideas and increased 

• use of suppress!/e measures prove that 
the end' of freedom is in sight.' (in 

... America]^ 7 . . [Only] those who ar- 
range for^a timely departure will.es- 
cape' the'eoming horror”

"The book is not a tract; it’s a plan of 
. action, if Ludwig von Mises is indeed 

the Karl Marx of monetary libertarian­
ism, and Harry Browne, the best-selling 
author who invented Peter Panic, .per­
haps its Bakunin, its prolific pan-de- 
structionist, then Mike Oliver is its 
Fidel C.stro—the ultimate militant 
who redefines the doctrine in terms of 
total action. Browne’s book, advocating 
that self-sufficient people withdraw to 
“retreat homes” for safety, has snow­
balled into an all-season best seller; but 
it’s Mike Oliver-who is about*.to show, 
them how to do it."’? ’

“Tho person with self-respect has a 
right to preserve his life and freedom," 
Oliver's book reassures the reader. "But
he hns no duty to stay in a country 
whose government policies will destroy 
him.”

The country Oliver is describing isn’t 
Nazi Germany; history is a cruel joker 
—this time around, it's the United 
States. “Means for effective action to 
save freedom in the United States in 
the foreseeable future no longer exist. 
Thus, the freedom-loving person has 
no choice: leave, or be destroyed.”-

Fortunately, “a surprising number 
of nearly uninhabited, yet quite suit­
able places for establishing a new coun-. 
try still exist. . . The exact location
of the new country cannot be revealed 
it I this tir..e. Yet. one has hut to took nt 
the western hemisphere to find that 
places for e^tablishil^g a new, /air~siitil 
country still exist.”

And now, that “fair-sized country” 
hns been found. It* conquest is within 
Mike Oliver’s reach. Huw things have 
changed in the few yeats since 19GS! A 
powerful consortium of frightened new- 
cuuntry seekers, wealthy iind influen­
tial men who would have laughed at

AIM DEMANDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
•land trust!’

Do the silent, bare-legged men and 
women of Abaco really demand u 11 this? 
Why ask? Mike Oliver has it all thought 
out for them. Atitrar uf a remote-con­
trolled independence scenario, he means 
to be a boa /nitron—nut just the remote 
manipulator, but in time the efficient 
and productive manager of the affairs 
of Abaco. One question remains to be 
settled here nt lunch. *

“We are sure that our special person­
nel will seize and hold control on Abaco 
when U.D.L come.*." Oliver says; turn­
ing directly to Lord Belhaven. “V. hut 
I’m stilt worried about is the attitude uf 
the British government. The 1'indling 
regime in Nassau will urge military in­
tervention by the British when they re­
alize that their constabulary is no match 
for uur men. We want to lx* suie that 
intervention d»»vs not take place. 1 )o pm 
think you can do it?”

l.ord Belhaven is an urbane, unflap­
pable Veteran of over ten yrnrt in the 
House of laud*. He is an enormous im-

Mike O.Tver’s stricture* k short while 
ap», arc sup^rting his campaign with 
money and anything else that might Le 
required. Whatever .you need. Mike; 
jti>t say the word. Mike. And the m«»-t 
important acqui.-itron of Obver’s wrll- 
vndowed-Nrw-Uuur.try Project has b«*en 
the meeting and the alliance with- Mitch* 
WexBrir and Ait srmi-burincss. para- 
mdi.irj Jrgai.irnt ior.. New it’s the 
Oliver-Wcrllcll organization. at least m* 
far as Abaco is concerned. Special 
personnel arc interviewed, recruited, 
briefed: Walter Mackcm,- the scholarly 
young cx-C.LA. officer leaves fur the 
Rnhaihas on his first assignment. Big 
John Mulduun rents a suite in the La­
fayette Building in midtown Washing­
ton, Kaiph McMullen is dispatched to 
Miami, along with a pale, quiet former 
British .intelligence officer known only 

■as Grant who is a communications spe­
cialist,hired to run wireless traffic with 
the -WerBeli-Oliverorganizat ion’s, agent 
network oh Abaev . . . coded wireless 
traffic,- five-digit groups and all that 

' jazi, the>way a proper intelligence sta 
; tion does it. The Skeptical Ted Roussos 

is soSTTreplaced with another U.S. ex* 
. intelligence' officer wb«» is hot merely 

enthusiastic, this lean, young hard- 
charger named Charles Boyle, he is, 
best of all black; off he goes to work 
among the silent', sun-wrinkled fisher- ■ 
men and lobster trappers of Abaco.'

And yet .whw-but Mike OHver is des­
tined to comprehend it. to encompass it, 
to direct it all? Who but Oliver under-, 
stands that the campaipi for Abaco is 
nut another banana-republic land grab, 
that this is an ideological, yes, a moral 
ridvement? Who makes sure that the 
ideas of free enterprise and unfettered 
market capitalism find m»»»e expre.^iun 
in every leaflet, pamphlet or newsletter 
that the Oliver-WerBell organization 
produces fur distribution on Abaco? 
aim demands constitutional chances 
WHICH WILL ELIMINATE THE- POWER OF 
GOVERNMENT TO ARBITRARILY LIMIT PER­
SONAL RIGHTS! ALM DEMANDS AN IMME­
DIATE END TO GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP 
AND CONTROL OF BUSINESS ENTERPRISES.

^-wiwnt eve? i\r first British M-hy-
•! Oliver attempted t« retain t»* repris 

■bent the intere.-u- of the Ah.w» cam­
paign in London—a Scotsman named* 
Colin Mitchell with a reputation f*>r 'be­
ing ou-an-temncrr’l and over><*•.'■ ria 
late lieutenant o'h’nri of the Argyll 
arid ‘Sutherland Highlanders who was 
serving a term tn Parliament ns a Con­
servative.

Colin “Mad Mitch” Mitchell was a 
shock. Brought ever t« WrrBrU’s At­
lanta estate on the usual r.ll-expensra- 
paid trip to meet some of Abaco's spun- 
Mira. Mitchell turned out tu be aHrasiv/ 
and relentlessly acquisitive. To help 
Abaco along, he wanted a large fee ... 
a very large fee. Hie* visit was not a - 
success.

Lord Belhaven is different. Keeping 
an eye on Oliver, calmly but a«- care­
fully as the American is watching Aim. * 
he decides not to explain the complexi­
ties, of influencing Her Majesty’s Gov­
ernment. “Oh, absolutely." he tells Oli­
ver with an encouraging smile. “Not to 
worry. ! don’t think Ixindun really cares 
what happens in the Bahamas, yon 
know—too many- bloody miseries at 
home..I’ve already tabled a question oa 
Abaco for next week in the House, and 
we'll keep up the pressure, I’ll promise 
you.that. By the time V.U.I. is due . . . 
ho, .1 don’t think we should worry too 
much about serious .trouble frbnvLon-/* 
dom”

“Well, U.n.L is nil set: New Year’s 
Day,’’.says Oliver. His.face is suddenly 
different; the intense stare turns into a 
warm, almost affectionate grin. “Until 
then, good luck, everybody, and back to 

.work. There's lots to be done.”

The men rise in silent agreenwr*. The 
Tisch ffcs/»riick is owr: within twen­
ty-four hours the Oliver-WerBell orga­

nization is back in high gear. The path 
tu U.D.I. is lined with n thousand ta^ks; 
connections to be coupled, mingled pa-, 
rumeters separated, contingencies re* 
planned, “operBtionaLcapab'ilities”"to be 
“actuated.”

Robert Anthony Carmichael HaniU-
tou, thirteenth Baryn of Belhaven and 
Stvnton, jets back to London overnight, 
pensively sipping Isle of Islay Scotch in 
a front-cabin VJ.P. seat. A fortnight or 
so ts spent planning and tabling mo­
tions, and on June HI, at half past two 
cf the clock, with the House of Ix»rds 
reassembled after the Whitsun reerss, 
the Lord Chancellor on the Woolsack, 
the Bishup of Portsmouth having read 
the proper prayers, ix»rd Belhaven rise.* 
to address the peers of the realm in a 
voice of singular gravity:

“My Ix»rds. I beg have to ask the 
Question which stands in my name on 
the Onlrf Paper. The Question was a* 
follows: Tn ask Her M;ijr4ys Govern­
ment what representations tiny intend 
to make, t« the Government of the Ba­
hamas urging them to cease their ha- 
ia.«mvnt of the fxxqde of Abarv.”

l-ord Gnrunny-Rolt'rts, parliamenta­
ry undersecretary of Mate, stand* to re­
spond for the government: “My 
|hr Abaru L'lainl* are an integral part 
of the Commonwealth of the I'.ahamaA, 
which became an independent suvermgu

l%2 (SQUIRE. rCBRUARV in

^.'i Jtirg. .mWil ouuj g. *w,
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Stale on July 10.’ 1973. It would 
therrfurr. be Appropriate for H«r M: . 
r-ty’s Government in the United King- 
dam tu srek.tn intervene in-the interrM 
a^air« of theBahamas.”

Lord. Belhaven and Stenton: “My 
Lord< L thank the noble-Lord for that 
reply and appreciate what he says. . . .” 
And althuugh'thc people of Abaco have 
r.ot. on the recent record, demonstrably 
'suffered harassment, and Lord Belha­
ven knows it. there is a subliminal sense 
in which it’s all quite.true. To lure the 
government into proclaiming and reit­
erating the principle of nonintervention 
in the newly independent Bahamas ■ is 
one of th? subtler goals of Lord Belha­
ven’s strategy.

Lord Goronwy-Roberts is densely, 
gratifyinglyfenergvtic about it all: “M y 
Lords, this is the ease of ah indepen­
dent country. . . . My Lords, indepen-' 
dence is independence.” If that dictum 
hardens' into, dogma, if only by sheer 
force of repetition, the OHyer-WerBell 

. organization will .have a free hand oh 
v Abaco: Washington.,for its part, is hot 
• likely evvn'tb cohaider^intervention. In. 
. the meanwhile. Lord Belhaven hss^once 

again,'a» bh a number of previous oc­
casions, impressed upon the House of 
Lords that the plucky, oppressed little 
Abaco »w#era.

In Powder’Springs. Georgia, where 
. Col. Bayard is sweating five special per­

sonnel trainees from Abaco down at the 
machine-gun range behind the fishpond* 
of Mitch WerBell's farm, it is nine 
o’clock in the morning. Dusty, strained, 
popryed from the jabbing of rapid-fire 
recoil.*, the colonel nnd his boys, whose 
diurnal “duty tour” begins at six «.m., 
take a break. In boxy little electric carts 
of the sort used by golfers, they rull si- 

- kntly across the close-cropped lawn of 
the WerBell estate, up to the manor 
house where they draw “midmorning 
rations”—country ham sandwiches, pe­
can biscuits, cold milk in fourtcen-ounce 
glasses. Then it’s down to the rifle 
range for three hours of marksmanship 
instruction with a remarkable training . 
device devised by WerBell himself: a 
standard 7.62 N.A.T.O. military rifle 
converted to fire .22 long-rifle cartridges. 
It’s a low-cost, low-noise, practically re- 
cod-frt-e way to teach a man how to hit 
a Hr Pepper can nt seventy-five yards 
with a military firearm, and it works; 
the meh who make it through this drill 
■ re thereafter known, in the special 
UerBrllian nomenclature compounded 
from the lingo of World War II, Korea. 
Vietnam, and the intelligence establish­
ment's invisible war. as “sniper quali­
fied.” They are, too.

5sx hundred miles or so southward as 
the courier plane Fie.-. the Oliver-Wrr- 
Im'J organization’s Miami headquarters 
i* humming with activity. Vicky Jo 
Todd. the lung-legged, mvlting-dianmnd- 
vyvd Nevada of 1970—who. hav­
ing married one of Mike Oliver's young 
vice-presidents., is m-w km>wn non pro- 
f« <-ienal!y as Mrs. Ralph McMullen —is 
b-*} preparing a “packet pickup” f.u 
thr pilot who make- the biweekly liai- 
.-en-plane run to Abaco. Into the carr- 
lu'.i< maAirg-taped cargo- cartons po 
letters to agent* on Abaco; spare parts
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fur a shortwave jet on the blink books 
{ ^yr Rand’ For'the Sew fa'!< UcctHah.', 
packices of bumper stickers and wind­
shield stickers for panri tnfeks apo.-tro- 

•phiring the Pimlhng government's in­
competence nnd corruption, written by 
Oliver's executive assistant Hate Scholl; 
and bunches of other goodies best 
shipped directly and informally since 
they would only annoy the Bahamas 
government'if spotted passink through 
th* regular customs channels.

Two weeks have passed since that ta­
ble d'hutcat Duke Zeibert’s, anil Mike 
Oliver.-having flown more than twenty 
thousand miles, is back in Washington 
.at the Gramercy Inn (single room, 
$23.50) talking on the .phune to Mitch 
WerBell. who is also back Jr. Washing­
ton but at the grand luxe Madison .Ho­
tel (Monroe Suite,-$95 daily). Oliver is 

'expecting an .important visitor—impor­
tant because, however well devised and 
executed the Abaco plan may be, it can-, 
not succeed without investors and colo­
nists— hew citizens for an all-new coun­
try. This afternoon. there is. to be>t; 
“participant briefing** for just auch\B;: 

- prospect.. He is Frank .Bond of Balti­
more, owner of- Holiday. Spas, a far- 
flung' physical-culture chain." Bond, a 
spectacularly ^ircessfut youn^ tycoon 
known to Hold strung libertarian views, 
has expressed his interest in buying a 
share of the Abaco project, and .1 am 
able to sit in on the briefing while Oli­
ver explains his dreams for the future 
of Abaco.

Frank Bond arrives late, after eleven 
at night, accompanied by a short, grey-' 
ing lawyer and* an -air of coiled impa­
tience. Bund is young, unexpectedly 
young for a self-ntade millionaire, slim, 
dark, dressed in a black suit which 
looks rich but somehow too noitreou. He 
has already had at least one long talk 
with Oliver, but the attorney, as he 
puts it, "knows from nulling” about 
Abaco. It’s just as well, for assembled 
tu greet the two potential. participants 
there arc Col. Bayard, Mitch UerBell 
and of course Oliver—a synergized trio 
wound up to deliver a sucko briefing.

The lawyer begin* with the usual 
question about Abaco as a potential ti»X 
shelter, and Oliver fields it with prac­
ticed ease.

“Keep in mini! what we arc buiMing 
on Abaco is not a tax-shelter nation, 
he says. "Il’s a tax-free riatiun. Have 
you read any of our planning papers? 
Have you seen my b<^>k? The constitu­
tion? No? Well, maybe Frank told you” 
— the lawyer shakes his head dubious­
ly. "Anyhow, basically what w? are 
structuring on Abaco is this . . . ma) be 
I better rr:ul it to you from the consti­
tution . . . ‘/’rrnmiM*.* II e, t^e of
A bato* . . . and so on . . . here . . tint 
(hr only true and ptoprr nt
^arrrnnfftit in tf» }>tr>tect 
frnm ftnff n.lif tint th>n
goi-rrM.'Kfrf !<• tiiaf fttffiinu

ohIii.* And here on the next pap*:
>• fi/ 'prutf rfion

rruth!t j»^4/ rtin>t unt 
ur »f ri-ctni <

partiripanfK to protect 
, • riyhtn fritrftoi
at-d irttrrvnl T-Srct oh'I ftau'l.* '*

“IVhst you mean to say . . .” says the 
lawyer. ;
• “Welk for instance, you see what we . 
mean if you co tu psg? thirty-eight.” 
Oliver overrides him. "Here Article 
Twenty-seven say*~this is Fiicul Mot- 
fer«—that ’.V»» fforrmuttnt 
branch or Irrft tiatl puxsi any taw, rrg- 
ohtinu or otirr rritnetion with thf 
fret of fftablifbing o trgat tender or 
othrruioe requiring the acceptance of 
any form of monry, currency, coin or 
other niedium of exchange; except an 
provided by rotnutary contract* or by 
mefual eoneent voluntarily arrived at 
between pertone or entities.* And here, 
down at paragraph four: *The financ- 
ing of govevtit»tcttt aetivitien thall be ae- 
cumptiehcd by roluntary payment of 
premium* by penont winking to partiei’ 
pate in the rervieet of government. . . / 
Do you follow what this means? First 
off:, the government of the independent 

- Republic of Abaco will-have no power 
‘ to'issue money. This is very important, 

more important than.?. . Frank knows 
how. important this is. Private financial 
houses will issue all pur money and 
they!) guarantee it. There will be no 
Federal Deposit Insurance on Abaco, no 
government loan guarantees or. banking 
regulations. Nothing like the Federal 
Reserve. No central bank, as you 
can See—no central bank.- no ir.volve- 
tn»nt with the international Monetary 
Fund.”

“The money w ill be backed in gold,” 
says the lawyer questioning!)*.

“The money will be in gold, at least 
some of it.” soys Oliver. “Sonu: of us 
who Were the first participants have- 
drawn up the charter for a bank, and 
we will issue the ’rand,’ the basic unit 
containing .23 troy ounces of gold—a 
handy medium-sized coin worth about 
fifty dollars at present rate*. Seated 
after Ayn Rand, you understand, not 
after the South African rand. There’ll 
be quarters and perhaps quintals, the 
quintal worth just about ten dollars. 
Then of course wc’H have to have paper 
money, bnck»-d either in gold or other 
stable as.-rts. All fully goM-convertihle 
—you want your wages in gold, you 
just pay the issuer a visit.”

“AnJ if an issuer defaults . . .” says 
the lawyer softly.

“They won’t default.” says Oliver. 
“The assets wi’’ have to be there, cover­
ing the value of the issue, and if thfie's 
any funny business, it’s long jail terms 
for everybody and his accountant—that 
would be first-^hgree fraud. But of 
evurtc scM-reguiation will probably 
iugerst that, issuers carry bankruptcy 
insurance f-r triple safety—privately 
written insurance, mind you.”

“And public -erviert — |’m thinking of 
the pulicr. thr judges, garbage Collec­
tion, yuu know what I mean — (ho*r udl 
be hnsui<-d by nhom?~ a.-k- the lawyer.

’'They'll be f-jun/cl by wluntaiy 
prrmium*.” *ay • Obvrr. “Voluntary in 
I hr wuh: that )<••.» ro xhopping volun- 
tafih — tuJns!) j attics hnndculS at jou 
to m.tky you b jj gr<«rrr:rs b.ul y««u buy 
►umr ju«( th* »aa:v. uerk after werk. ,



Those who pay the yearly premiums 
will be known a« ‘participantj’ -nd 
they II be entitled' to the servic* ne 
g’.»vvrninent provides; thos^ who .lon’t, 
won't be. Whatever services private 
husineks can provide competitively will 
be left to private enterprise." •

"LtKe the police?" the lawyer smiies. 
“There’s a cute deal—if you don’t pay 
your p-vnuums. they can’t arrest you 
for overtime parking.”

"Well, no. Not really." says Oliver. 
"They can’t arrest you for overtime 
parking aH^Auir, because this govern­
ment wpn\ have the right to tell you 
hour long you should‘stop your car at 
the curb—-why should it? But it you’re 
guilty' of force or fraud, youTl-be ar­
rested whether you are a paid-up'par­
ticipant or not.-What a nonparticipant 

. won’t have will be the right to conduct 
eiyil litigation, to set up a surrogate 
trust, to collect damages on a* tort, and ' 
so forth.” ' • " ‘ .
- "What.sort of a government will it 

. be. anyhow?” asks Bond, "i mean as an 
organisation. How willit be run?"

' "Well, in some ways it'll run just like 
the government here,? says Oliver. 

.“Just like' the i U.S: Government. The 
< constitution calls for a bicatheral legis­

lature. An assembly elected on a pro-' 
portional basis and a senate. And there, 

.you see, the similarity stops. Abaco will 
have no foreign, service like the State

■ Department, only trade representatives 
in countries where business demands it. 
It will have no.public school system. 
Beyond the fourth grade, there’ll be 
only private schools, privately main­
tained."

"No school system," says the lawyer. 
"Why not?”

"Because what is called the school 
system in the United States is really.an' 
indoctrination system,” says Oliver. 
“It's a system for bureaucrats to brain­
wash young people in favor of collec­
tivism and stntism.” .

“And socialism,” says Bond approv­
ingly. ‘

"Yes. In the high schools and col­
leges, in favor of outright socialism,” 
says Oliver. "This is not to say Abaco 
won’t have an educational system of its 
own kind, but every school will have ,u 
bo financed privately, by the families of 
the students or private benefacturj., Il 
will mean, here and there, some hard­
ship, some !ong-t»-rm borrowing. mayle 
—and that will be made feasible at very 
low interest, I expect-but collectively 
it will mean the survival of freedom in 
its one essential provenance — in the 
minds of the next generation. Because, 
you see." Oliver holds his bony finger 
before his face to silence all interrup­
tions, "Abaco is nut going* to be another 
banana republic. That’s not the point; I 
wouldn't spend an hour’s time ju*t t«» 
make some money that way. The 
is that the Republic .of Abaco will t*, 
first of all. n tnor.il experiment. a piner 
whciv well try to keep individual Ine- 
d‘»m ahxr even <f it doesn’t survive in 
America.”

“But won’t you nerd an army?” says 
Bond doubtfully.

"Oh. sure. ALaeu v» ill have it* ar mol 
force*.” sa>» Ohwr. "Wr will call them.

peace-keeping forces, because th-at is 
what they will Ih*. Abaco nit’; reve.- 
make war on another la” -. AU •.vva”. 
tary. of course. Heir suklirrs start out 
all wrong. They are made to swtxr a 
mortal oath and stand to attcr.tkxa-for 
the nationa’. anthenk Abaco u02 ii. have 
a national anthem, because the govern­
ment-of Abaco will have no supriper­
sonal. para-legal, special powers, it will 
function only as the hired servant of 
the -participants who pay for it- The 
Abaco peace-keeping volunteers wvir.'t 

' be made to salute any metaphysics!
emblems, or take theistic pledges the 
government has no right to iavoke; 
they will sign a two-year or five-year or 
any-year contract., as the conditions 
may demand, just like any hired eraft>- 
nien. I suspect it- w ill be a damn gvkxl 
little force.” .

"Well,”, says the lawyer, who has. 
been glancing at his watch with ru-ce 
frequency. "Well, Frank, if you

• thirdc. , •
"Yes,”, says Bond, rising too, 

gotta go. Call.you in the morning, Mike, 
and well talk.”

"One more question.” says the law- 
.yer.,?You gut the-hatives, fice. tea tboo- 
sand natives.

"Seven thousand,? says Mitch Wer- 
Belt. "maybe eight ur nine at the mSst, 
if some who are working in the hotels 
in Nassau return after independe-we."

’'Right,' say eight thousand-natives,” 
says’ the lawyer. “How can you be sure 
they’ll buy all this—vote for >yur con­
stitution and all that? After all. the 
place bf loops to the natives."-

"Well, we’re training quite a few 
native.* with leadership potential." says 
WcrBell. “Political indoctrination, and 
so on. They'll organize a following, 
maybe half the population, ihstlj gv 
along with us. vote the way they’re sup­
posed to. And Bob here. Colonel Ray- 
ard, he's also training same nati'xs 
with good potential, except he's train­
ing his boys how to shoot at a moving 
target without missing. And we figure 
the natives who'won’t buy whs! we teii 
’em—they’ll listen to Bub Bayard's 
buys." • .

“Fine, call you tomorrow, nice to'w 
metcha, bye. . . .“ And Frank Ikr.d ar.d 
his counsel arc gone. Mike Oliver is 
depressed. "God almighty, 1 talk t*'*’ 
much. . . . Whnt du y»»u think, Mitch?” 
For an .instant, he is ms drained a* tn 
actor after the performance. 
Mike, you were p»rut . . ." WerBri! t- 
gung-ho.as ever, but Oliver is already 
peeling off his shirt. "I’m going to bed. 
G'nieht everybody."

But Ht breakfast it’s a different story. 
“Frank called before eight this teem­
ing—he’s really turned on,” says Oii'tr. 
"He’s putting up ten thousand c-a«h a* 
a sort of foulhukl un Abaco, he ?a>d. 
and next week we’ll talk serious asv-nr*. 
He/>>rc* the project.? .
■ "As long a* it h*ok> like a gt-d deal." 
Wet Bril growls in a hung owr vurcr.

“That’s what hi* lawyer s^d." MiW 
says happily. “And 1 told them. x1 
lung m* jod carv for .freedom, brau*r 

the big point. And kreb 
what Frank said? He said. ’MAr. jvu 
are right.’ " W

1 THfWINNINqOFCHER^
j’t'r;.,*./r»- fJjZr J 5 J ibcmds; 
Cher■ wa* with Sonny. They were al- 
rvadt separated but Geffen didn’t 
know this: be promptly fell in Jove. In 
September of 1^13. the only date in his 
life that he remembers with any ac­
curacy. Geffen. lk«b Dylan and Robbie 
Robertson of The Bund went to sec 
Neil Young's »hvw at Geffen’s club, 
the Roxy. A friend told him Cher was 
alone and wanted to join them. "Cher 
said. ‘Let’s get together for dinner,* 
and we were never apart since,” says 
Geffen with a smalt prveh in his voice. 
After the taping of the last Sonny and 
Cher show, David and Cher surfaced 
together at the Grammy Awards. That 
produced the* famous buttertly-emer* 
gent picture of Cher., bare midriffed, in 
white with a butterfly over one ear 
and another in her cleavage, and a 
shaved-for-the-occasion Geffen, in his 
sharpie tux; on Her arm. It was Cher 
who talked him into the Corniche Rolla 
with the wire wheels. Cher who threw 
out all his shirts and dressed him. And 
now because of Cher and: their mutual 
psychiatrist. Dr. Martin Grotjahn, he 
ean go into this boutique oh the Strip 
and have the two $345 suede jackets 
fitted and a^k if they have a third so 
he will have ear <m fvtry possible 
color. . .

TVhile^ Cher brought him - to thia 
California ostentation and flat-out 
American exuberance. Ahmet Ertegun 
influenced Geffen in another wny. Ahmet 
was so composed in his power, so re­
laxed at handling the totally wrecked 
rock stars who’d coin? crashing off 
planes, fall into hi* arms, rip the shirt 
off his dignified back ami expect to he 
taken home for dinner. Even now with 
Ahmvt, at it time when they stlil expect 
to be cwhaii men of the Atlantic/Asylum 
hoard, Geffen gets ti:it Brooklyn-buy 
look on his face ns though he is going 
to n>k, “Is this an ashtray?” before 
dumping his cigarette. His whole New 
Yoik world of the high-up Pierre suite 
and the chauffeured car that is wait­
ing. motor running, fur Mr. Geffen 
when lie emerges from Ahmet’s town 
house at two a.ra. is blown, and he is 
back to the time when he had gone to 
Ahmet in 1V*«S. It was the secund or 
third time they’d met. and Geller, then 
managu’g Laura Nyro anj supporting 
them both, was broke and trying to sell 
Ahmrt nn artist. Ahmvt asked what it 
would take to keep Geffen going f^r a 
year. Geffea said fifty thousand dollars, 
naming the figure he bad been making 
whet, he ran the A-hley Famous mude 
department, the figuie that represented 
wealth’ to him when he was a busboy 
in the Catskill.* and being rich meant 
having a Cadillac and living on Ocean 
Parkway. 'ICyj earned fifty thou­
sand ikdiarS a y*ar. that was the mo.-t 

। any man fnuM p»»s-ib!y. ask lor, and 
thut was my Ertegun to?k out
his checklKn*k and »n»tr Gcffvn-a p» r- 
>«»nal check. He ne'er allowed Geffen 
!u pay it bmk. That w;.t *(ylv. “Hu 
U-jght me for life." Geffen »;.) *. "Ev­

i e«> arti’t 1 evrr came up w*th n<t«T 
ih.'t I gave to Ahmet. I signed Civ»by

1S4 (squim nrxuxAr



25 January 1975

SUBJECT:. Press Reports of Ex-CIA Employees Involvement with 
Persons under Congressional Investigation

1. Pres^ reports of Scntator Lowell P. Weicker's investigation of 
CIA's involvement with other government agencies surfaced the contact 
of Lucien Cone in of DEA, a former employee, with an electronic manu. 
facturer named Michael Morrisey. The same reports have also tied 
Morrisey with a Mr. Mitchell L. WerBell, III, who, according to our 
files, has claimed United States Government and CIA connections in 
the past. According to DEA, WerBell recently invoked the Fifth Amend­
ment when appearing before Senator Jackson's Subcommittee investigating 
DEA on whether or not he supplied arms to Robert Vcsco. Also, while 
not mentioned in the press, at least one retired CIA staffer and possibly 
two others may have been involved with Conein and Morrisey. The ex­
staffer is John P. Muldoon, a friend of Cbnein's, who currently is a 
private' security specialist who has dealt with Morrisey in the purchase 
of audio sweeping devices for his business. Muldoon was retained by 
WerBcll curing first half of .1974. The other two, Walter J. Mackem,.

„an' acquaintance of Conein's', and a Theodore J. Roussos, both of whom 
were in contact with WerBell for possible employment in a scheme to 

..promote-the-seccssibri of the Bahamian Island of Abaco, an enterprise 
publicized in February 1975 issue of Esquire by Andrew St. George.

2. We have no information in our files on the B. R. Fox Company 
orThe Fox Company principals mentioned in the press accounts. We were, 
however, told by DEA that Mr. Sandy Smith, Time magazine reporter, 
was working on a story to the effect that the late Bernard Spindcl, former 
owner of the Fox Company, was previously involved in "wire tapping for 
the Teamsters Union and providing explosive devices for organized crime." 
Although Mr. Smith did not allege that cither CIA or DEA were associated * 
with the Fox Company or Soindel, our DEA source said that Mr. Smith had 
no intention of dropping the story and we can expect further press coverage.

3. In conclusion, there Ips been no CIA involvement with the
B. R. Fox Company or with Michael Morrisey. Moreover, Mr. WcrBcU's 
claims of CIA affiliation or support over the years arc simply not true.
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25 January 1975

SUBJECT: Mitchell Livingston WerBell III (201-259910)

1. Mitchell Livingston WerBell, who appeared in recent press 
reports has for over a period of ten years been claiming to be a • 
representative of the United States Government and of CLA. The facts ' 
do not support this contention. .

2% CIA first learned of WerBell in July of 1959 when he contacted . 
General Cabel indicating knowledge of Cuban and Dominican affairs. 
Mr. Thomas J. Flores of LA Division was put in contact with WerBell - 
and^considcred using him as an FI asset. A POA was granted on . 
7 July 1959 for this purpose. By October 1959 it was apparent that he • 
did not have the access to information as hoped and he apparently looked 
upon his association with CIA as a means of furthering his various 
business schemes. All contact was then severed.

3. From that time until the present Mr. WerBell has cropped up .
in a number of nefarious activities whereby he inferred he had CIA connections 
or support. He was reported to have been involved in arms sales to 
Nicaragua and Guatemala, in efforts to gain recognition by certain . 
South American countries of the Cuban Government in Exile, and in ah 
abortive scheme to invade the Republic of Haiti in 1966. He also turned 
up in Thailand where he contacted the COS purporting fb'be'a counter­
insurgency expert. In 1971'the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 1 
queried the Agency re Mr. WerBell, asking if WerBell had a contractual 
agreement or association with the Agency, as Wcrbcil was awaiting a hearing 
before a Department of Defense Examiner related to his participation in 
the aboritve Haiti invasion. The Office of the General Counsel placed the 
matter in perspective. Subsequently, he contacted the Agency to request 
intercession on his behalf to have his security clearance reinstated which 
DoD revoked because of his Haitian caper. He was told this, could not be; 
done. In 1971 he again appeared in Thailand attempting to sell arms! In 
1973 he was under investigation by U.S. Treasury Bureau of Alcohol, ’ 
Tobacco and Firearms and by the United States Customs Service for activities 
relating to possible mercenary activities in Abaco Island. Bahamas. In i 
this connection WerBell contacted three ex-CIA employees, John P. Muldoon, 
Walter J; Mackcrn and Theodore Roussos in a scheme to involve them ini 
the activities of an organization called the Friends of Abacs (FOA> which ;is 
advocating the secession of the island from the Commonwealth of Bahamas.
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-------  . 2 -

All three inviduals reported their involvement with the WcrBell group 
and had sought guidance from the Agency. In May and June they were 
advised to break all ties with WcrBell. On 27-Junc 1974 the FBI was 
formally apprised of WcrBell's overtures for their collaboration in 
the effort to bring:Abaco’s secession. In September 1974 WerBcll 
reportedly went to Greece to sell arms to the Greek Government. 
Most recently WcrBell reportedly appeared before Senator Jackson's 
Sub-Committee investigating DEA and had taken the Fifth Amendment 
on the question of whether or hot he had supplied arms to Robert Vesco.

33*



STErE ^ePT-

। ^uhy^ci •’ FEfiar/oP i& <?<■'



CM ' 75



14-00000

Or. ;,in
Dar.ici

cs” firm at- 
cf the Drug c

it that

ar.flret. a ck.uvuo pack or a j'.isuiicht.
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wanted to purchvo. according to an

Conrin and’a ••'c<ind’DEA official; Cyril wnula bo.

co Monday and fieri 
and ’ ch.vt at mn< 
Heitkrr commented.

•r *a:d be told 
i; B.Tir!* about

of Iho exp’osBC equipment but <iiil not 
buy any of it. accnrdir.g to liM-.imp^ 

.. A eaialozue of equipment appjocntiy 
sold bythe •company. R. it tv.x. <L :»aB»cs 
several device* designed to carry ex?

it sirarcc. Bu 
u*cri locally. 7

: thr. to taw 
and nobody ’hinks 
equipm-’ni can be 
no way this equip*

plosives triggered by 
meehaniral pressures, 
mechanisms.

The catalogue states.

time, movement, 
light, ur audio

men! cr.n be u»ed legally.” 
Frldkamp Mid •{• - wouldn't he wjthJn

rbecn designed .ihd r.iShUMCturcd fo; 
• to authorized a^'ncics of the L
• , SUk'S

.. 'The. infomati 
. classified by t 

government im 
'. storage of th.«

jtiide of this counlrx 
i contained' hurur.

manufacture: for 
or.ly. Tho hantibu^
r./iierui s'riouk! nc do:

observed a dfrn^nMiaticn of

genre Agency, is 
Operations and (icid su

LANDSLIDE IX CANADA—This Is J! ih. 
mins of & street in Agostos a mini.**

‘ tG rcxtew the. legality of the exphshe 
equipment

er metro dated June 10. 1!K

'CIA A^cutat

silent automatic to fir
c^untr^'s w»:h th** approval of Um fed

planned -for Lou up here.
We.-Bcll. who .uM he made and sold

Mrrr.s«*’y*< memo hc<'.?u;e a fernm rm- 
ploy co had jn!*T.c;?’.od st \V*.tEcU 
could see it.

r.ud eFold
ca'dy that the demonstration was no'

Oil:

for

good salesman.

<M h
worth

I th<

h»; n;- 
of tr.c v 
band, b

Corc:n> office i. 
’ the i.r.cU.:c\c\'

to -penetrate 'He

make a vie. He was told EliA has not. 
will not. does not purchase that type of

the assa-s.nation bunncsi and neiCv;
1?’ Wer’Ail ‘ihl.

Morrissey could r.ol be reached 
•comment.

WcrRcH said that ho had

cuy va

•n and co

do the

nr.A\

Conein’s nation tu the dermnerr-ttion. 
Feldkamp suvl. was. " Very intorrsting. 
However. th-iCx not whyTrh here.' ” Asked 
why-the dc.-nonoration was mane hj\ the 
talesman. wh>m r’ ldkanip ’••.id. he could 
not identify, feklkamp reyhtd. "Lik^ any



IA Agent Contacted on Alexandria Firm's Assassination Equipment
>tu<? Wrn«T

us official 
ier Central 
:ncy, opera- 
J o: Water-

gale conspirator E. Howard 
Hunt Jr. hns been mention­
ed in connection with an 
attempt by an Alexandria 
firm to.sell assassination 
equipment to the U.S. gov­
ernment.

Sen. Lowell P. Weicker 
Jr.. R-Conn., disclosed 
today that I-ucian Conein, 
director of special projects 
for the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, viewed the’ 
equipment manufactured 
by the now-defunct Alexan­
dria electronics firm. But 
Conein denies he ever even, 
considered buyingany of 
the equipment.

Weicker released a cata­
logue of the devices which 
included such things as ex­
ploding cigarette packages 
and electronic booby traps 
for telephone receivers. The 
equipment was manufac­
tured by the B. R.’Fox 
L’dioratorics, whichWeick- 
er said went out of'busiiiess 
three weeks ago.

THE SENATOR, a for-THE SENATOR, a for- the trial of’Dnvid WUsberg^ of the Fox Laboratories, ac- 
mer member of the special transcript ofthe conversa-/ cording to Weicker. _________________________
ter ^charged ’thaTthe'exisU ** eM***lne*J ta. tbe memo,. Morrissey: for sale to authorized agen-
er.ee of the catalogue and ....... ... / ’ ’

Conein's involvement Ln the 
incident raise serious,new 
questions about the opera­
tions of federal law enforce­
ment and intelligence agen­
cies.

The conversation center- 
ed.on activities in Saigon 
prior to the coup that ousted 

u. -t.„ ~ former South Vietnamesestaten?™? hv Li President Ngo Dinh Diem,
statement py Conein tnat ~ .
the DEA planned to .pur­
chase .only electronic eaves­
dropping devices from Fox.

"I told the senator that,"
Canein said. “Yeah, I saw HUNT LATER used some 

of the information obtained 
from Conein as background 
for fabricating State De­
partment cables that impli­
cated the late President 
John F. Kennedy in Diem’s 
assassination. Hunt was 
working for the Nixon 
White House at the time.

The. catalogue released 
by Weicksr included a

this (assassination) stuff. 
So what? I've seen a lot of 
that kind of thing in my 
day."

Coneitt was a long-time 
CIA operative before mov­
ing to the DEA with the 
assistance of Egil Krogh, 
former head of the White 
House plumbers for whom 
Hunt worked.

In July 1971, Conein bad a 
three-way telephone con- 

. versation with Hunt and

memorandum to Mitchel 
Werbcll.77TJdentiT!e<r by 
Weicker as a Georgia arms 

Charles W. Colson, former . manufacturer and apparent 
White House aide who soldier of fortune. The
pleaded guilty to ohstruc- memo was written by Ml- 
tion of justice charges in chae! Morrissey, co-owner 
the trial dCDavid WUsberg.- <*' ” ■ • •

amassed during the House states thatithe catalogue 
Judiciary Committee's im­
peachment inquiry.

Conein was a high-ranking 
CIA operative in Saigon at 
the time of the 1%3 coup.

"was put together only 
after we started working to­
gether witli Lou Coriein." 
He later states that “some 
of this equipment was 
demonstrated to Lou it this 
(Alexandria) office about 
three weeks ago.” The 
memo was dated June 10, 
1974.

The n-iemq,said the cata­
logue contained a “listing of 
equipment that is available 
and planned for Lou up here 
(Washington)."

WEICKER SAID the 
memorandurtt itself raised 
doubts about.Conein's state­
ment that he had not consid­
ered purchasing any of the 
assassination devices. And 
he said it stirred questions 
about whether Conein still 
was working, with the CIA 
despite Ills retirement from 
that agency in 1971.

The catalogue lists its 
“astro" equipment this 
way:

“The devices have been 
designed aod manufactured

cics of the United States 
government, specifically in­
tended for application out­
side of this country.

“The items offered are ei­
ther concealed into 
everyday-type objects or 
packaged simply as 'black 
box' pieces of equipment 
with ho labels or identifica­
tion on the outside other than 
the necessary actuator 
switches and sensors. Upon

request, this equipment can It then states: “The Infor- 
be delivered in a 'sterile' mation contained herein is 
condition for foreign use." classified by the manufne- 
the brochure continues. turer for U.S. government 

use only."-
"ALL EQUIPMENT In F --------------

our 'astro' category Is. < 
manufactured to the highest ’ 
standards in terms of reli­
ability. dependability, life­
time, and peiformance 
under most weather varia­
tions," the catalogue states.



rHURSDAY. JANUARY 19’5

'U.S. Aide Was Briefed on Assassination Techniques
i By NICHOLAS M..H0RR0CK -the 

tr« Fox Comnanv. which had ofh- on
WASHINGTON. Jan. A Alexandru. Vx. and New pa:

top official of the Feder*' Dm® v0^. f.;, s*;J t
Top is removed to

sa:d that Jr-

rnmpany with Mrs. Barbara 
SpirJcL The name Fox was 
Mm. Sp'juk’Fs maiden name. 
Mr. .Moniscv >3id. He said that 
he continued to sell electronic 
surveillance equipment as an 
individual. ‘

Mrs. Spindd confirmed that 
the company was no longer in 
existence and said that she was

■Enforcement AdminJlrmon that he had presented details had
[said’today that he had been on the company’s' electronic'^ 
[briefed on what have been surveillance equipment- and . ..
[described as electronic as- what the catalogue calls ”a«ro:^e^ 0^ida|5 1 He declined 

' • sassmauon techniques by a’pn- equipment. t0 ide-.s. th. .:vo c.fflc;a;4
v?W mqnufaeturer.pt w.^.p- Senator. Weicker has obtamed

. ,pmg and buggurg ^uipmenL a mm Iha hesard were CSr.!’eefed with.. ' !ri:i ulated 5 catalogue tor such,
i The officia.. LieirtCq.. Lucien J*1” ,h* B- R-Fox Com- Mr M dcc|inM dcv,cc, Her husband. the late

fiel^^^ identifv ‘he person who had Bernard Spindel. who formed
■”*2!!. "SInr a J£ ... f‘ ’ .introduced him to Colonel Co- the B. R. Fox Company, was

rrtenieenc* rfivi ' -Fnrinced I. a rataine whlrh'ne’n- colonel said that he’often quoted as a wiretap ex-

bShngf/X?!^^ but *h’'^!f- JaWi
.'-&,:?R.ToxC^.nr
• Colonel Conem uid he had you and Lou in mind, and bcl Mr- Memsscy, who sad that-ed that the devices as described 

not asked for the briefing andlcause of the nature of the devi-ihe had » d-gree as an electron- ,n me catalogue appeared us- 
had no interest’in the ^uip-ces. it is not being given to any:|“» S*?**r- »?ld «h«. he u k k assass‘nat^n’» 
ment : vone else ... Some of this equlp-h'^ equipment tn earlrfor -the. booby-trapping at pre-

■ several law enfpxemer.t bffi- ment was demonstrated* to ’LouPM*’ »a "“'l-rowth of Remises. ( : ■
cials add Senate investigators in this office about 3 weeksi''™1' in thejteld of wiretaps. One veteran industrial secu- 

isaid tHirthis was the first time ago." and ropm buf:J.. jr.ty expert sa.d that he saw
^au ha^’ cowi oviHaM* fhit k .i t i • k<r. Momssev. who a so no domestic market for the de- iSesuc Frte^ ^Ty XS ' Mem° bribed himself as a lawyer,:vices with private companies.
^•vAn‘ inrOf *«mih*tion The memo was dated June I said tha! ibmebeedtmmhevmf;”Even on military installations 
ieouinmenL was ths: he bc’i?v?d the equip-f/r high security Government
I™ P c- c-t ’Mike.” . . rrr.cn; he designed, which he Agencies, these types of booby-
I Served « Sergoa. it is part of the evidence said wa* .&n electronic trigger- traps would he inappropriate.

According to Uw Pentagonithat has caused Mr. Weicker-ing device,, was legal as long’you’d never know who you 
I-------- — United States in-|to’ question whether the rela--as -j was not armed with anjmight injure,*’ this source said.

^explosive. He said that .it-had: Colonel Conein said that ho

igue. anti that

I papers on L-..-- _____  ______ ...
■ nX

tX”n"a™ *“ ’!a™S. and o^-lVNarcnricssnd^

f!%3 and':sened-.s liaison be-' When asked by • reporteri ^-^^ in
itween the - United States;about the memorandum. Colo- sid^ such devices onlvi^^her°i'>7lil rrf DE A’ ,n 
‘Government and force, that de-! nel* Conein said that he was!(P TT^'i nL™", ”,s nace c.ame
>sed President ; Ngo ; Dmh shownHt during^.nUntervtew;^. hllw‘ver.. that he doeii^imonywh^TwasTXrf 

Sator- Lowen' P. Weicker no Idea "* "'^!e
■Jr.. Republican of Connecticut, the context in which it waxi
[who has een conducting an in- written, end hat • had not rvx ,
Ivestigation of C.IA. involve- known Mr. Morrissev (beforerNoVMrSer P" * ’ „

,nel Conein. . investigate. I told him I would!
ii When questioned by a repoi- be giad to take a polygraph onj"
'ter, Mr Weicker described the the matter."
[devices as "used for assassins- Colon.t r.»efn said that he|

i tion, pure and simple." had listened to a detailed prcs-|
! "There is no place in this enution on the booby-trap, as-!
| country for this sort of thing."!5a«!!’.al)on devices, but he did?

lem • • . ,
Senator Lowell P- Weicker

[who has een conducting an in-

iglars. E. Howard 'Hunt Jr., had
Mr. Morrissey said that the met with Colonel Conein. Mr. 

and hat i had not fox Company was dissolved inj'urt at the time was gathering
1974. as a result-information .to prepare bogus

I not “discourage” the irianufac-J 
timer because he presumed that|'he added.

Mr. Weicker said that he hadj 
brought the catalogue to the at-! uruu^m iii. 5 lF«my nnau me auujumy w
tentron of John Bartek. produce the explosive devices? 
nistrawr of the Drug Enforce- Colonel Conein told Senator । 
ment Administration. and th»t< Weicker. as he had a reporter, 

{he had interviewed Colonelithat despite the presentation: 
IConein and the cotonels depu-|Of the assassination gear, he 
•ty. Sear! Frank. He said, thaljhad selected B. R. Fox out ofi. 
jthe officials had assured him^eVera| companies to provide! 
that the agency had not pur-jbugging equipment; To make1 
chased any of the devices. ichis purchase. Colonel Conein;

as a licensed electronics corn*’
pany it. had the authority to:

i Senator Asks Question i ignored the presentations-opj 
The Senator said that he had^’^l better-known concerns.’j 

been told that the agency’s men. Mr. Bartels, the agency ad-» 
chad done nothing to encourage'm,n’slfal<>ri said that he was-J 
the manufacturer to think tharfondu‘:ting an. interna! inquiry1! 

.he might make a sale to their1'nl® the transaction.
•aEencv I ,s1r- identified a*
! -m; question was. why in tht:™pX.^
boll didn’t they do ‘“Iphotosiat of one that' he tvped i’
discourage him. Mr. Weicker^., Ihe spring of J9?4 
“b5- ... formal catalogue said that rhe'

n-*r» pf iwn mm who nnefed,'*'-»’*r4-»i u- j.h. ...a-



Colonel Conein. asked about ■/ • <n.-ide te<epher>ei 
the briefing. said that he had.b*<^«u 'not solinteS the briefing on as- 
sasstnation aspects o’ 

sks^kk^SK^ 
P°‘e- . —V . inside Cisarr.u pack- When the:.

He continued: ^hat J ^k !s lifted or stoved- in any 
only good ;n a war, and wnos Rtanntf^ exp?i<-ve is $etj, 
go: a war? It wa.i very sophisti-;^». v A .
cated stuff. Thev had » tele;; ^-Motiifjed flasblicht .. ■■ .;, 

.►phone that cotud be tnggereo u-;: Standard;
!bv remote control. If the wrong ^^^y ,p ^-j •nashtj^ht*' 
person picked up the phone.’h„ imidisturbance e’-ectrorScsb 
you’d blow him up.’ {concealed inside where batteries;'

Colonel Conein said that he leave been removed. Remainder-' 
tad found the material "fascin-!Of the battery space is parsed; 
ating” hut that he had said[wi;h explosive.’* ’ f
nothing to encourage the iueai q -Remote - controlled. light;; 
that the agency would purchaselgetjvjted sensor, Unit.deiivwslj 
such equipment. He saidthat he-a predetermined charge across;, 
had. purchased about S500^ts output terminals, when ac-i, 
worth of audio equipment from tisated from a remote Iocali<M>;| 
the B. R. Fox Company..which recording to its .pre-set code.;, 
he said could be used for bug- use with explosive for firing’’ 
ging. ... • upon the occurrence of certain.,

■ The equipment he bought.-he conditions relaxing to light in-!J 
said, cannot be used in the tensity." * <- • ; |r 

(United States without a court! <T'Booby-trapped. M-16 ex-’t 
{order but is for use in D-E A ’s pjosive clip, t’se: A mechariical-! 
{foreign' operations. He said. iy activated electronic charger 
(however, that the gear had not circuit is built into a common!’ 
;been used, and ril still have it in military item. Upon removal of (’ 
any safe." ... , the single round in the maga-t.
It, We briefing for Colonel zihe. either by firing-or by'.c 

■'Conein was conducted by Mrjhand removal, the explosive's 
—i—• 1 ■ r r r. u.. - -; iconcealed in ths magaxine isju

■---—. । detonated." ' i
-. ^‘Fragmentation ball—anti-'j, 
disturbance unit Unit is similarjo. 

- |in its operation as.the anti-dis-l”
Iturbance flashlight, BRF model . 
jFD-2. The exception is in the;*, 

. I type of explosive charge ...". g;
j <T‘Explosive black box mod-] 
lules. .’. ; Flat black’ finish oni

/Son puXaan;q anoX noX op nuon_ 
SS't vanut * W“IX 'non '

■ntm! osr funax IV 'S iVXHSOSV SI OHA 
’S67S u»>tnqay 7 UOW1S

ragoC Kg vSjbhj twojlf a# JJX3 g.17g
nVK-NXVKHTI H3HJ01SIHH3 *8

1J9TAT 2)11 ,r~r,A» -



THE NEW YORK TIMES 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1975

;U.S. 4tJe Was Briefed on Assassination Techniques
!>y NICHOLAS M. HORROCK J ’ .T^"e^t^d^he hadl^i^Vf ^bdset insert •

'.-.kbeen lo:J !hat the asencVs menistar.;j wc^r./to/her Y'h
..WASHINGTON, Jan. 22—A-.Had done nothing to encaurageiLou.Ccnem. I wrn:e out this

(top official of the Federal Drug ;;he manufacturer to think thatjiine-cf ‘astro' equipment uiih err-lih^
Enforcement Administration he might make a sale to their,you and Lou in mmd. and be i'1. h/doiere *

(said today that he had been-agency. • of the nature of the .devi-.0^^^
• briefed on what have beetr; "My question was. why in the; ces. it: is not being given to am-’-iturtunce explosive .Electronics 

described as- electronic asv-theli didn’t thev do something to one else .. Some n. this equip-; . ex_!oS;VC module packed
i,,: Mr. Weicker ment-was demonstrated to I nuih . .. k";?* ««« ••>?«’..’ ^i'ic^'lihTor^

i. One of two men who briefed, . • -manner, the: explosive is set
Col. Conein, .Michael Morrissey. | •• .Memo Is Signed •Mike’ /off.” ’ ’ ‘ ,

The memo was dated Junei ^''Modified flashlight'1. . .
10, '1974. and was signed! antidisturbance unit. Standard
’Mike."'. J Everyready ’ 2D cell flashlight

It is-part of the evidence: has antidisturbahce electronics 
that’has caused Mr.' Weicker|-concealed inside where batteries 
to .question whether the rela-; have been removed. Remainder

..tJ e__1 t .u- .turoance ticcwunius— — „ ...-------- .«?l j hell didn’t they do something to one else.. Some o. this equip-; explosive module packed
sassihation techniques by a pri-i.discourage him,” Mr. Ueickenmcn.-was.demonstrated to LnuiT..^— ....... .  —i.
vate manufacturer of .wiretap-.' 'said, 
ping and bugging equipment !i

The official,.Lieut Col;Lu6en'xuu.VWHV.„, „,w.___ ...
Conein, acting director of. the,1 a reporter that he had met 

. special operations and . field? - .
support section of DXVs in-1

with him,for three hours; show-
ing him audio 'equipment and 
going over, .the . devices de-ternational intelligence . divi-,.^ UVC4 ,u.c,u^^ ,—

sion said that-he received the; fcribed by Senator Weicker in
briefing in May. 19J4, f^ ......... ____________-_________ _____— r-
presentatiyes of the; now. .Colonel Cbneih/ asked about tionship between Colonel Co-jof the battery space is packed

R. Fox Company.-.s^id xhat bc had:nein' and the •assassination’with explosive.”
Colonel Conein said he-had • ^Q^tjcjted the briefing on «/equipmen:.manufacturer was a; q“Remo:e• controlled, light-, 

not asxed for the briefing and, sassinallOrx aspects of Fox*$;casual one. I activated sensor. Unit delivers}
had no.interest.in the equip-|i • enl and "I wouldn’t! When asked by a reporter-a predetermined charge across;

•' Vi Htouch thavstuff-wilh a 10-tool about'the memorandum; CoIo-t its output terminals, when ac-:
Several.law enforcement offi-|i . - ;-. nel Conein said that, he was1 -rivaled from a remote location! .

cials and Senate investigatorSii? H’;_nhfin s.u« :s shown it during, an interview- according to its pre-set code.
that this was the first time He coM^ Senator Weicker/ ; use with explosive for firing

they had seen eudence that a, .on >6^,'" ’/Vc? m>3Vs? "I Io:J ’ had upon the occurrence of certain
domestic Federal;?gency;.would .got a co.;ex. which it w i Pnditjons j ; „ h in.
even. look- ‘at-, assassination |catea stun, mey naa a ieie> written hat I had nn? •
equipment. - • . ; - /;!^e tfthewron8lk^ (before? q-B^by-trapped. M-16 ex-|

Served in Saigon ■ _:10nc ! the sa,es demonstration], T said: plosive clip. LSe:‘A mechanical--. According to’ the Pentagon'l?CrS°" UP- »-,Oae-l-F« — I P. . ...........
papers on United States' in-; 
vclvcmcr.t i"/ the. “Indochina

\ war. Colonel Conein was a se-j 
nior operative of the Central In-! 
tclligence Agency in Saigon in; 
1963 and served as !iaison'be-| 
tween the’ ; United States; 

{Government and forces that de-j 
. I posed President • Ngo ’.Dinhi

iDiem* • ' 1
I Senator Lowell P. ‘Wekkerjj 

. rJn. Republican of Connecticut.! 
• who has een conducting an in-;

vestigation of- C.LA. involve-* 
ment with other . overnment; 
agencies, said .that he has-a; 
copy of the catalogue of 
nstrumenu described to.Colo-
nel Concih< * . '

When questioned by a repor­
ter Mr. Weicker described, the

- Morrissey Jbeforej; tTB^by-trap^. M-16 ex-[

: ££2 bi£X 1

i . Cdonel Conein said

worth of aidtoeau’went f-^,enu.Uo!‘.oa booby-trap, as-l, q-FragmentatioJ ball-anti-
• he B R Fox Comoanv whichI’assinatio.n devices, but he did,(disturbance unit. Unit is similar 
•■e said could be used for bug-"101 ,ile manufac-i' ils operation as the anti-dis-“ d be - ! “ S (turer because he presumed that: |turha.-.ce flashlight, BRF model
* vr , r . .. . •« • licensed electronics com-1 fd-2. The exception is in the/a d ’“‘bo'!'/ *0! type of explosiv? charge...-
sa'd. cannot be used in, the-pfo^jf, explosive'devices - j -----•
United States without a court, colonel Conem told Senator, 
order but is for use in D.E.A.’s Weicker, as he had a reporte- 
forcign operations. He said. lhat despite the presentation 
however, that the gear had not of the assassination gear he1 
been used, and "Istill have it in had selected B R. Fox cut of, 
my safe." ' several companies to provide;

The briefing for Coior.el bugging equipment. To maze! 
Coneih was conducted bv Mr. this purchase. Colonel Cor.ein!

^•Explosive black box mod­
ules. . . . Flat black finish on

• devices as “used for,assass: 
jtion. pure and simple. ’’’-Morrissey and an unidentified 
; -“There is no place in /hisj Xew York man on behalf of the 
’country for this sort of. thing?’: Fox Company, which had cf:i- 
he added. ’ ’ • • | cos in Alexandria, Va.. and.New

M* Weicker-said that he had’York City. Mr. Morrissey said 
brought the catalogue to the at-* that he had presented’ details 
tention of John Bartels.. admi-i on the company’s .electronic 
nistrator of the Drug Enforce-1 surveillance equipment and 
ment Administration, and that’ the catalogue «hs , astro 
he had* interviewed- Colonelj cAuipmcnt. /
Conein and the colonel’s depu-j Senator Wek^er has obtained ------- ---- — ....
. Searl Frank He said that' a ™mo that he said was from ’material could not be delivered
the officials had assured him! ‘be files of the B. R. Fox Com- Ifor two weeks after order and
me wHit-ia » •/ pany. written to an official of a 'was for sale on.y to the United

: I Georgia arms • manufacturer. .States Government. The follow-
1 that says: _ • ; . mg are excerpts cn each item

available: *

jthe othciais naa abbmcu m 
phat the agency had not p’.
{chased any of the devices._

several better-known
Mr. Barieis. the agency 

ministrator. said that he 
conducting an internal •«<
into the transaction.

Mr. Morrissey identified a! 
copy of the catalogue obtained! 
bv The N'cw York Time* *1

;otos:at o: .typ­
in the.spr;r.g of )97< The 
forma! cataiog-je said that
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TO NAME AND ADDRESS - ' DATE INITIALS

1 C/LA/CAR . I 7
2 DC/LA/CAR 17

3

.* 1 c^- 17
5 DC/ CA

u

ft' 6 Y
. j action DIRECT* REPLY PREPARE REPtT '■

i approval DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
- {COMMENT • OLE RETURN ■

- CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE
: : - J

Remarks:

Mike Absher is an old friend of
Ted Roussos and originally introduced 
Roussos to Jim McTighe and Al Ramos 
in June. Absher is considering

. picking, up ROUSSOS on contract 
for the EUR/Greek Desk.

Ruth

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME. ADDRESS AHO f*MOMC MO DATS

1 L'MXASSIFIKO | | CO>FIDK5TIAI. [ SECHET

237 P'tviou* tdiliom
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SECRET

30 September 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Meeting with Theodore Roussos on 31 August 1974

.1. During subject meeting Mr. Roussos told me that 
Mr. Mitchell Livingston WERBELL III called hini from Atlanta 
on 29.August and again on 30 August. Werbell told Roussos 
tnat he was•leaving forAthens on Saturday, 31 August in 
order to try to sell arms to the Greek government. Werbell 
wanted Roussos to be his advisor in this venture and to 
go to Athens. Werbell indicated-that the tot^al deal could 
reach $5,000,000. Roussos told Werbell that he would 
check with his "friends" (the Agency) before giving 
Werbell ah answer. Werbell asked Roussos to see if his 
“friends" were in favor of such arms deals or not. Roussos 
had generally explained this call to me on the telephone 
bn 29 August. My reaction on the telephone was negative 

-to Roussos' participation in such a deal, and he had 
conveyed this negative reply to Werbell by telephone 
before Roussos and I met personally on 31 August.

2. During our . personal meeting, Roussos explained 
that Werbell intended to pursue arms sales legally and 
via the required U.S. Government channels. He said that 
Werbell does have the capabilities to design and produce 
weapons because of his access to arms factories. I told 
Roussos that Werbe11 ’s bus 1ness activities were his own 
concern, i strongly advised against his getting involved 
in this deal. I explained to him the problems which the 
U.S. Government was having in Greece and the current wave 
of anti-Americanism and press attacks against the CIA. 
If Roussos as a former CIA officer’well known in Greece 
became involved in sucn a venture, a flap of substantial 
proportions was likely complete with widespread press 
play. Roussos understood and agreed not to get involved.

E2 IMPDET 
CL BY 035682
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Ha e.eiH Verbel? prbbaMy cal 1 him from Athens that .
weekend and he would give Werbel1 a final negative reply.
Werbe1 Ip 1anned to .meet with Greek Defense Minister 
Averoff. Roussos said that if. the U.S. wanted to stop 
tnis.deal that we should contact Averoff directly. 
From what Weroell said, Roussos believes the arms 
requested by the Greeks would be for guerrillas and 
not main force units.

/ r. Michael Absher 
/ | AC/E/GC

Distribution:
^—1 - Werbel1 201

1 - Roussos Personnel File

■
SECRET



5 AUG 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

VIA: Deputy Director for Operations

SUBJECT: Mitchell Livingston Werbel1 III

. ; 1. Mitchel! Livingston Werbel1 III, who served briefly
With the OSS in WWII, has been engaged for the past several 
years in arms dealings and swash-buckling promotional 
activities which have brought him to the attention of various 
governmentagencies. He has always remained within the 
law by a fine edge. His latest scheme involves a Movement 
for the Independence of Abaco, an island to the East of the 
Bahamas. For this he has obtained apparently substantial 
financial support from weal thy Americans and from a British 
Lord.

2. Werbell operates through a number of front businesses 
inWashington,D.C. and in Marietta, Georgia, where he owns 
one outfit named Central Information Agency (CIA). In all 
h1s dealings, Werbell broadly hints that he has current 
connections with the Agency. We have just learned that 
Werbell may be in possession of a one-line note from you, 
stemming from a chance meeting with you at an OSS alumni 
dinner, reading something like "gocd to see you again."

3. Three retired Agency employees are currently employed 
by Werbell in various capacities. This past spring these 
employees sought contact with tne Agency basically to report 
their concern over the legality o; Werbell's activities. We 
quickly established that the matter was outside our charter 
and asked these retirees to report directly to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation ., We a!so furnished the Bureau with 
all the pertinentinfbrmation in ou; files. It is to be 
noted that somewhere in Werbell's scheme of things there 
appears the ubiquitous Andrew St. George, who plans to write 
a story on Abaco for True magazine. *

. rr.tinp°ya/ Da;16 A-
David A. Phil lips 

Chief
Western Hemisphere Division .

cc: DDCI E2 IMPDET
u , CL BY 010116
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SECRET

Subject: Mitchell Livingston Werbell III

000/C/WH/7/A.Spera:cab/1497 (9 Aug 74)

Distribution:
Orig & 1 - Addressee 

1 - DDCI 
1 - Exec. Registry 
2 - DDO 
1 - ADDO 
1 - CI/OPS 
1 «• OPS/LSN 
1 - C/OS/SSD/SB 
2 - C/WHD 
1 - WH/S.ecurity 
1 - C/WH/7 
1 - WH/7/CAR Chrono 

<0 201-259910 
1 - 189-9-1 
1 - WH/7 (Friends of Abaco)
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SuGRST

14 August 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD :

SUBJECT: Telephone Call from John MULDOON

1. Approximately 1655 hours, 13 August 1974, a call 
was received on C/WH/7's extension, 351-4221 by the Secre­
tary, Miss Annamarie Ruppert. She answered the extension 
by number and the male voice asked to speak to Mr. McTighe. 
The secretary asked who was calling and the caller replied 
"John MULDOON."; The secretary then replied that she was 
sorry but Mr. McTighe couldn’t be reached. In response to 
MULOOON's query, "Why not?" and be-fore the secretary could 
reply, MULDOON became obstinate and asked who he was speak­
ing to. Miss -Ruppert replied "his secretary" and then 
added that Mr. McTighe was away. When MULDOON asked where 
he was, the secretary replied that she was not at liberty 
to discuss that. Then MULDOON asked to speak to McTighe's 
deputy and was told that there was no one around whom 
MULDOON could speak to. (C/WH/7 was on leave and AC/WH/7 
was in the PMC meeting.) MULDOON apparently didn't believe 
this reply but then asked when McTighe was expected to 
return. The secretary replied "within a few weeks" 
(McTighe is on TDY) and then asked if she could take a 
message to give to McTighe upon his return. MULDOON 
became belligerent at this point, apparently thinking he 
was getting the 'run around' and replied, "just tell him 
to talk to Jack Anderson" and hung up.

2. AC/WHD was briefed on the above telephone call at 
1740 hours, 13 August. He decided no action should be taken 
on 13 August, but would like to meet with C/WH/7, Al Spera, 
on 14 August. .

3. At 0950 hours, the following met with AC/WHO: 
Mr. Natzke, Mr. Wedemeyer, Mr. Spera and Miss Lehman. In 
view of C/WHD's. previous decision that no further Agency 
contact should be made with MULOOON, RUSSOS, or liACKEM it 
was decided that no one would return MULOOON's call. How­
ever, AC/WHD would brief ADDO, Mr. Blee, on the above threat, 
and WH/7 would ask OPS/LIAISON to telephonical1y pass to the 
FBI the fact that MULOOON again contacted the Agency and 
threatened to go to "Jack Anderson.“ A copy of this memoran­
dum is being sent to OPS/LIAIS.ON for this purpose.

E2 IMPDET
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Subject: Telephone Call from John MULDOON

4. At AC/WHO's request. WH/Security rechecked the 
files on the three former Agency employees to determine whethe 
they were Staff Employees. All three were former Staff 
Employees. MULDOON retired on medical disability; RUSSOS 
retired and then was rehired bn a contract basis in. February 

j 1971 and Contract terminated in September 1973; and MACKEM 
was "separated as excess" in October 1973. This information 
was passed to AC/WHD to brief ADDO.

Ruth Lehman 
* Acting Chief, WH/7

DDO/WH/7/R.Lehman:cab/1956

Distribution:
Orig - WH/7 (FOA File)

1 - WH/Securi ty
1 - WH/7/CAR
1 - 189-9-1
1 - OPS /LI AI SON- —



CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
• Washington. D.C. .20505

WARNING NOTICE 
SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOLTRCES AND METHODS INVOLVED

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

ATTENTION : Intelligence Division

SUBJECT : Mitchell Livingston WERBELL, III

1. .Reference is made to TDFIRDB-315/.07634-74, 
dated10 August 1974, which reported on the growing 
concern of the Bahamian Government about renewed 
secessionist activity in Abaco. In addition to the 
information in reference, the official Bahamian 
service, which was the source of the above report, 
also provided a representative of this Agency on 7 
August 1974 the following text Of. a memorandum it 
prepared for the Secretary of the Bahamian Cabinet:

“Please be advised that on 3 August 
1974, information has been received from 
our overseas contacts that Chester 
ZOCHOWSKI, alias Chester GARY, has recently 
been in touch with Mitchell L. WERBELL, and 
has reported that WERBELL is still planning 
unspecified revolutionary activity in Abaco. 
It is also reported that he has the support 
of spme former U.S. Government employees 
and tnat he is trying to recruit a former 
Special Services officer to promote revolu­
tionary activity in Abaco (the name of 
Robert ARMSTRONG has been put forward as a 
possibility), there is also a suggestion 
that Robert VESCO might be financing some 
of the activity."

2. The "overseas contact" described above was 
identified by the Bahamian Service as the British 
MI-5 representative in Washington, D.C. The Bahamian 
Service did not identify the "U.S. Government employees" 
referred to above.

CLASSIFIED BY 010116. EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF E.O. 11652 EXEMPTION CATEGORY 5B (2). IMPOSSIBLE
TO DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION.
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3. The files of this Agency reflect that Robert 

ARMSTRONG and Chester ZOCHOWSKT are known to your 
Bureau and their involvement in this matter has been 
reported in previous correspondence,to this Agency. 
Although the Bahamian Service reported ZOCHOWSKI's 
aliases "Chester GARY," it is believed that this 
refers to "Chester GRAY."

‘ '4. The above information is being furnished to
your Bureau for whatever action and further dissemi- 
natibn you. deem appropriate. The information, however, 
may not be discussed with any foreign nationals, 
including the British and the Bahamians.

FOR THE-DEPUTY- DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

David H. Blee

CIRA-0444-74
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DDO/WH/7/CAR/A.Ramos & E. Rho'ad : cab/749 3/19 56 (12 August 1974)

Distribution:
Orig. & 1 - FBI 

2 - OPS/LSN 
1 - CIOPS/WH .
1 - 201-259910
1 - C/OS/SSO/OSB
1 - C/WHD
1 - WH/Security
1 - WH/7/CAR Chrono
1 - 189-9-1 i
•1 - E/BC
1 - ADDO
1 - DDO
1 - DDO/Registry
1 - WH/7/FOA File

BASED ON: WH/Miami 22274 (In 330060) dated 9 August 1974
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Washington. D.C. 20505

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

.. Attention: Intelligence Division

SUBJECT : Hitchel 1 Livingston WERBELL, III

. 1. Reference is made to your memoranduni dated
6 August 1974; Subject: "Mitchell Livingston WE.RBELL, 
III, Internal Security - Abaco; Neutrality Matters - 
Abaco;" your, reference (CI-3) 62-108665.

2/ Authorization is granted for your Bureau to 
disseminate the attachment to Reference (your Bureau’s 
memorandum dated 22 July 1974 at Atlanta, Georgia, 
concerning Subject) to the Department of State, the 
Bureau of Customs, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms and the Criminal Division of the Department 
of Justice. We would, however, appreciate your 
limiting the description of source AT T-l as being 
simply another government agency.

3. This Agency is most appreciative of your Bureau's 
handling of this sensitive matter and particularly the 
opportunity afforded this Agency to coordinate prior to 
further dissemination of this material.

4. We will be most interested in receiving any 
additional information concerning this matter which may 
come to your Bureau’s attention.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

David H. Blee

CIRA-0439-74

... • . . .

CLASSIFIED BY 010116. EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF E.O. 1 1652 EXEMPTION CATEGORY 5B (2). * IMPOSSIBLE 
TO DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION.
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DDO/WH/7/CAR/Ruth Lchman:ar:7493/1956 (9 August 1974)

Distribution:
Orig. 6 1 - FBI 

.2 - OPS/LSN 
1 - CIOPS/hH 
1 - 201-259910 
1 - C/OS/SSD/OSB 
1 - C/KHD .
1 - WH/Security 
1 - WH/7/CAR Chrono 
1 - 189-9-1
1 - C/DCD 
1 - ADDO
1 - DDO .
1 - DDO/Registry
1 - FOA File

BASED ON: FBI Memorandum dated 6 August 1974 
Subject: "Mitchell Livingston WERBELL, III, 
Internal Security - Abaco; Neutrality Matters 
Abaco;" your reference (CI-3) 62-108665

SECREWITiVE
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30 July 1974

MEjaORANurM FOR: Chief, Western Hemisphere Division

SUBJFCT: OMitcholl Livingston Werbell and His
Haployuent of Former CIA Employees

REFERENCE: CTRA-0371-74; Subject: Mitchell Livingston
WERBELL, ITT.

1. On 29 July 1974, VI Ulan McDonnell, FBI liaison 
officer, delivered the attached FBI memorandum to OPS/LSE. 
Tn delivering this memorandum, McDonnell stated that whereas 
the last sentence of paragraph 3 reads "by individuals des­
cribed as former United States Government employees," Gray 
actually said that Werbell had indicated that he was being 
assisted by former CIA employees. The FBI chose to use the 
term "former United States Government employees" in the at­
tached memorandum in order to 'make the memorandum less sen­
sational. *

2. Tills memorandum should be read in conjunction with 
CTRA-0371-74^ subject: Mitchell Livingston Werbell III, dated 
27 June 1974.

3. The FBI requests authorization to forward a copy of 
CIRA-0371-74; to the Department of Justice. As-this memorandum 
was forwarded to the Bureau for its information only, your views 
on its passage to the Department of Justice are solicited. The 
FBI plans toask the Department of Justice if the Department /] /y 
wishes the Bureau to investigate Mitchell Warbeil for possible 
violation of the Neutrality Act. ' ' i

. Signed: Franc's n k.•- . ■■ ■- •• / i
' ' • -' ■. ' ■ ; j

. ’ F. I. G. Coleman ■
C/OPS/LSN

• :v l_____
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DDO/OPS/LSN/FIGColeman/ck (30 July 74)

Distribution:
O&l - Addressee

1 - Chief, OS/SSD
1 - RH/Security j

1 - WH/7/CAR
■ ‘ 1 - TP/AX - 201-259910

- 1 - OPS/LSN ' - -
. 1 - OPS Reading Board
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

Washington. D.C. 20505 
WARM NG NOTICE 

SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED

MEMORANDUM FOR

ATTENTION

SUBJECT

REFERENCE

G AUG 1974

Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Intelligence Division

MITCHELL LIVINGSTON WERBELL, III

A. Conversation between Mr. William 
McDonnell, FBI Liaison Officer and 
Mr; F.I.G. Coleman of this Agency 
on 29 July 1974.

B FBI New York Report dated 19 July, 
Subject as above.

1. Authorization is granted for your Bureau to pass 
a copy of CIRA-0371-74 dated 27 June 1974, Subject as 
above, to the Department of Justice for its use. We wish 
to make it clear that the former Agency.emp!oyees mentioned 
in paragraph 2 of that report: John Patrick MULDOON and 
Theodore John ROUSSOS, provided their information voluntarily 
with the intent of seeking the., advice.of....this Agency- on the 
legality of the proposed venture of the Friends of Abaco 
(FOA). Both men were advised to avoid contact with the 
FOA and to report their contacts to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

2. This Agency has not initiated any further contact 
with the individuals named above or with Walter Joseph MACKEM, 
the third former employee approached by the FOA. MACKEM, . 
however, did himself contact this Agency in an attempt to get 
an official policy on the activities of the FOA. He was

CLASSIFIED BY 010116. EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF E.O. 11652 EXEMPTION CATEGORY 5B (2). IMPOSSIBLE 
TO DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION.
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SECRET/SENSITIVE
informed that the case comes under FBI jurisdiction, that 
this Agency has no official involvement, and that all 
information we had on the matter had been made available 
to your- Bureau. He was advised at that time to report 
his contacts and any information he had to your Bureau.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

/s/ ijavid A. PhllHP® 

David A. Phillips

CIRA-0432-74
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DDO/WH/7/CAR/A1bert Ramos:cm:7493/1956 (5 August 74)

Distribution:
Orig & 1 - FBI

1 - OPS/LSN
1 - CIOPS/WH 

A)- 201-259910 
7 - C/OS/SSD/OSB
1 - C/WHD
1 - WH/Security
1 - WH/7/CAR Chrono 
1 - 189-9-1

BASED ON: C/OPS/LSN Memo to C/WHD dated 30 July 1974 
Subject: Mitchell Livingston WERBELL and 

his Employment of Former Agency 
Employees

secreWSitive



14-00000

| aal ii |SECRET _ —

______Chief, of Station, WH/Miamf_____ '_________________ XX JU’"!'
WO. . j

.V . JVJ-TVS; (Ai: fc;C t—;?
• • ' ' 4 . '. . ■ * . -

_ __ Chief, Western Her.i sphere Division___ - -■ ' ■■-___ :________  
v.3:t:r__________________________________________________________’ " '___________________________________________ •

_____  Mitchell Livingston EERBELL,_IIL ______ 
WKM tlMta- WlilMb • . ■

, 1. For your background information, attached under
separate coyer is one copy each of the following documents 
concerning Subject: ■ .

a. C.IRA-0371-74 dated 27 June 1974 — .

b. . LNERGO New York memo dated 19 July 1974 '

2. In forwarding the 19 July New York memo mentioned above, 
LfiERGO reported .that in the last sentence of paragraph 3, GRAY 
actually said that WERBELL had indicated he was being assisted 
by former BKHERALD employees. LNERGO chose to substitute INSUZZ 
tn order to 'make the memo less sensational.'

3. A copy of CIRA-0371-74 is being passed to the Department 
of Justice.

Wilma R. VAN SCOY

Attachments:
As stated above, u/s/c

Distribution:
2 - COS, WH/Miami (w/atts, u/s/c) E2 IMPDET
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TO: Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Attention: intelligence Division

FROS: Deputy Director for Operations S
V

SUBJECT: Traces Requested by Mr. Rayne Frankenfleld

j. 1, This aeaorandua is in response to trace requests
I made by Mr. Wayne Frankenfleld of the General Investigative

Division on 29 July 1974.

2. The files of this office reveal no pertinent identi­
fiable infcreation on:

Advance Security Corporation of Atlanta, Georgia
Howard GIBSON of Georgia
Security Defense Systea of Marietta, Georgia

3. Nothing is known of the Central Investigative Agency, 
except as reported by the FBI.

4. The files of this office contain considerable informa­
tion on Mitchell Livingston'WERBELL III, born 8 March 1918 in 
Philadelphia, Pa. The aajorlty of this information was received 
fros the FBI. This office previously furnished the Bureau'infor­
mation on Werbell under C3CI-3/773317 of 24 October 1962, subject 
WERBELL, Mitchell L.; and CSCI-316/02323-69 of 27 Juno 1969, sub­
ject WKRBELL, Mitchell Livingston III.

/ 5. Werbe11 has never been employed by this Agency nor does
\ the Agency have any operational interest in him. As a 2nd
J Lieutenant In the Signal Corps in the China-Burma theater in 

/ Wk II, Werbell was assigned to OSS froa April to Deccaber 1943.
In August 1959, this office considered using Werbell as a source 

j of information on revolutionary activities in the Caribbean area,

E2 IMPORT 
CL BY 054698

€4



■ particularly Cuba, but terminated Its consideration of his 
..possible use in October 1959. From December 1965 to November 

1966, Ferbell contacted this Agency’s Domestic Collection. 
Dlvislor In Coral Cables, Florida to voluntarily offer Infor­

ma t ion.

6. Serbell has been assessed as an unscrupulous wheeler- 
dealer, a promoter of grandiose schemes, a man who lives beyond 
bis means, and a high pressure advertising and promotion man. 
Re hasrepeatedly misrepresented himself as both an employee 
of the U.S. government and the CIA. As an arms dealer, he has 
been involved with numerous Latin American governments and exile 
groups since the late 1950’e and is now involved in ^haman af- 
'fairs. In 1969, he was in Thailand, attempting to sell the 
government arms and a program to neutralize the communist threat 
in that country.

~ 7. Verbell Operated a public relations firm in Atlanta which 
went into bankruptcy in 1959. He subsequently became Vice Presi­
dent and Director of Research and Development of STGNICS, Inc. 
of Atlanta, Georgia and later became a partner in Defense Systems 
International of Powder Springs, Georgia.

8. For further information on Werbell, you.are referred to 
the Department of Defense and the Department of State.

9. The indices of this office reflect a Stephen Van’CLRAVR, 
President of Intelligence Services, Ltd., Suite 11-B, 130 West 
Rieucea Rd., N.E., Atlanta, Georgia; telephone AC 404-255-7493. 
The document concerning Van Cleave is charged out, and wo are 
seeking to locate it.

/CAO
10. John Patrick-WLDOGN Is, as stated in our CIRA-0371-74 

of 27 June 1974, subject Mitchell Livingston Werbell III, a for­
mer Agency employee. For further information bn Muldoon, yon ' 
are referred to this Agency's Office of Security.

CIR-316/01815-74

C/OPS/LSN/FTGColeman/ck (1 August 1974)

Distribution:.
Oil - Addressee

2 - OPS/LSN
1 - IP/AN

CO;jF!DEwT!AL
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r.NDUM FOR: Associate General Counsel, OGC

VIA. : Deputy Director for Operations 4

SUBJECT : Mitchell Livingston KER BELL III ’ '

REFERENCE : . I aur memorandum of 24 February 1976, . . . .
Subject as above .

1. Per reference request, we are forwarding ,j
information in our files concerning contacts that have 
taken place between this Agency and KER BELL.

2. The .following is a summary of all DDO contact 
directly with KER. BELL which toot place in 1959:

a. A. 6. July 1959 'Memorandum to C/WH Division 
signed by Thomas J. Flores stated that General 
Cabell called Flores to report that KER BELL had 
called him. KER BELL discussed with General Cabell ,
a trip KER BELL had taken to the Dominican Republic ;
and offered to come to Washington at his own expense i
to discuss the trip. No commitments were made to . 1 ' I
KER BELL by General Cabell. ;

1 i

b. A 7 July 1959 Memorandum of Conversation ;
signed by T. J. Flores stated that KER BELL was •.
met in Washington’, D.C., by Flores who discussed $
with WER BELL information concerning the Dominican 
Republic, Fidel Castro, Fulgencio Batista and 
General Pedraza.

c. AS July 1959 Memorandum of Conversation 
signed by T. J. Flores stated that on S July 1959 
Flores called WER BELL te set up an appointment. 
During the meeting, KER BELL was told that the 
United States would not support any revolutionary 
activities by General Pedraza. lie was also told 
that the U.S. will observe its international 
obligations concerning Cuba and Pedraza, and that
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the U.S. would not oyerlook any violations by < 
Pedraza or his followers of the. neutrality-laws. 
Flores said that the Agency had some iiitefebt in 
the possibility of his (KER BELL's) working 
for us as an intelligence gatherer under terms 
to be negotiated after we obtained a security 
clearance on.him.Flores pointed out that the 
Agency was not attempting,to 1imit his actions 

- in: connection with the Dominican Republic, nor
. ; -was it -assuming any responsibility for those . 

matters he carried but in his own behalf. Flores 
dictated a-Secrecy Agreement to him and.had him 
sign it. .. , ' ;■ ■■

d. A 9 July 195? Memorandum for the Record 
. signed byT. J. Flores reported that Subject . .

... called him on 9. July T9S9 .from. KER BELL
gave Flores further information on Loos, fnu, 
the representative of a Colonel Frei/fhu, of the 
Swiss army who had 1,000 men available for duty 
as soldiers.

e. A 20 July 1959 Memorandum for the Record 
signed by T. J. Flores reported that KER BELL 
called Fibres, from Miami on 20 July to ask about 
the Agency picking up the tab for his forthcoming 
trip to" the Dominican Republic. They discussed 
his clearance which had not come through.

f. A3 August 1959 Memorandum for the 
■Recdfd"'sighed By Martha R. Tharpe reported that 
on 24 July 1959 KER BELL called for Mr. Thomas J. 
Flores. Since Flores was on leave, Tharpe took 
the call. WER BELL gave Tharpe further infor­
mation concerning Pedraza and Batista. Tharpe 
called KER BELL back that evening to tell him 
that if he obtained further information to 
report it to Mr. Justin Gleichauf, 00 Contacts 
Representative in Miami, until Mr. Flores returned 
to Washington;

g. A 5 August 1959 Memorandum for;the Record 
signed by T. J. Flores stated that KER BELL phoned 
him on 5 August 1959 to ask if there was any news 
on his clearance. KER BELL said he wanted to go 
to the Dominican Repub1ic seen, and would like CIA 
to pick up his expenses. He was told there was no



news. Flores and KER BELL discussed the Dominican 
Republic and Cuba. On 3 August Flores ..phoned 
KER BELL and told him that his clearance had not 
been granted and that he should sot predicate his 
activities on the expectation of the clearance at 
any given time. KER BELL said that the Pedraza, 
group was air lifting and dropping material into 
Cuba. ’

h. A 9 September 1959 Memorandum for the' 
Record signed by. T. j. Flores reported that \ 
KER BELL.called Flores on 9 September 1959 to 
provide informat ion on Cuba. He was tol<l by 
Flores that his clearance had net yet been

■■ processed. \ -- ■ ' ■

i. According to a 23 September 1959
Memorandum for the Record signed by T. J. Flores, 
KER BELL called Flor.es on 9 September 1959 to ■ y - 

; ask if his.clearance had come through since
he wanted the-Agency to finance his trip to 
the Dominican Republic. He was told it had 
not. KER BELL told Flores about:sene people 
who had been discussing the counterfeiting 
of U. S. dollars and Cuban pesos for use in 
connection with ;Cuban revolutionary activities. 
He was told by Flores to contact the FBI. On 
13 September KER: BELL had phoned Flores at home 
to say that the FBI had referred him to the 
Secret Service on the counterfeiting aspect, 

.... and that no one seemed particularly interested 
in the gun running. The Secret Service asked 
him to go to Miami at his own expense to obtain 
further information on the matter and KER BELL 
asked Flores' advice. Flores said that he could 
not influence him one way or the other since he 
was not in a position to direct his activities, 
but felt he might be better off to take no action. 
He was told that Flores would be in touch with 
him as soon as hehad any further information 
concerning our possible use of him.■

j. A 13 October 1.959 Memorandum for the 
Record signed by Thomas J. Flores states that 
KER BELL phoned him on 25 September 1959 to report 
on Cuba. On 2 October 1959, Flores talked with 
KER BELL by phone and terminated the relationship.

3. The following undated memorandums arc also contained in 
KER BELL’S file:
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a. A Memorandum.for the Record sighed by
T. Fiores reports, that
13 August 1959 to discuss Cuban activities ini Miami. < 
This memorandum also records that KER/BELL phoned 
Flores again on 26 August 1959 at which time activities

- in the Dominican Republic and Cuban activities* in 
Miami were discussed. KER BELL also asked about the 
status of his clearance, and was told it had not yet 
cone through.

- > ?? bi. - jA-letter .sighed. "K” addressed to "Toin”
' gave location and some information concerning

Batista and Castro. . (Thisvietter;is probably in 
the 1959 time frame.).

c. . A Memorandum cf Conversation signed by
T. Flores reports that KE.R: BELL called Flores-and

. gave his location. The status of KER BELL’S 
clearance, was discussed, and Flores ,told him it ■; 
aad not yet edme through. KER BELL gave Flores 
seme information concerning Batista. (This 

,memorandum probably is in the 1959 time frame;)

d. An unsigned report^ apparently from ?
; .KER BELL, gave a summary of his contacts and 

activities during a trip to the Dominican Republic. 
(This report is probably in the 1959 time frame.)

... 4. A 17 December 1963 dispatch from Station Santo Domingo 
reported that Station NOC Officer^ ~| recently met
KER BELL in Santo Domingo.' Xo further details of the meeting 
were reported.

5, According to the CS file oh KER BELL, three former 
Agency employees were contacted in 1974 by KER BELL and other 
representatives of a group called "Friends of Abaco .-OA), 
a group allegedly advocating the secession of the island of 
Abaco from the Commonwealth of the Bahamas. The three former 
employees contacted are:

a. John Patrick Muldoon, retired from 
CIA en 20 March 1972.

b. Theodore John Roussos, retired from CIA 
on 31 July 1970. He was rehired on a 
contract in February 1971. His contract 
was terminated in September 1973.

3w T
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c. Kalter Joseph Mackem, separated from 
CIA on 31October 1975.

6. Mr. Muldoon contacted Agency employee E. James 
McTighe on 22 May 1974.Mr; Muldoon told'Mr. McTighe 
that, he was nominal Vice President of a Washington-based 
firm called "Security Consultants international." He presented 
Mr. McTighe with a report, containing the essential data he 
possessed concerning WERBELLand other membersiof t6A; whom 
ne had met oh 17 and 20^May 1974 in Washington., D.C. According 
to Mr. Muldoon.,KER BELL -had hopesdf establishing gaming

. casinos, ' hotel and other tourisr facil ities^in Abaco catering 
to. the U. S. tourist crowd. As a consequence of some run-in 
With -Prime Minister Pindling. of the Bahamas, however, WER BELL 
is apparent ly? pei^^ the Bahamas; hence his' .
ambitions appeared to be contingent on Ahacan independence. 
Mr; Muldoonreported that at least - on two occasions KER BELL 
made a concerted effort to involve 'persons 'formerly affiliated 
with the Agency in the activities of the FOA in support of 
its independence.On several occasions, KER BELL introduced 
Mr.' Muldoon and Mr. Roussos as active Agency officials, implying 
that either the Agency or the United States Government supported 
.the-aims of the FOA. WER BELL also proposed toi Messrs. Muldoon 
and Roussos in separate conversations that they conduct a study, 
involving a visit to Abaco, to determine the feasibility of 
Abaco's independence in political and economic terms. The 
study was to include interviews With citizens of Abaco prior 
to an alleged "plebiscite" on independence to take place in 

.Abaco on 28 June 1974. In default of the collaboration of 
.eitherMuldoon or Roussos, KER BELL hired Mr. Kalter Joseph 
Mackem, .a. former-. Agency - friend -of both Muldoon and Roussos . 
According to WER BELL's file, Mackem later in 1974 contacted 
the Agency in an- attempt to get an official policy on the 
activities of the FOA. Mackem was informed that the case 
comes under FBI -jurisdiction, that this Agency has no official 

.involvement, and that all information we had on the matter had 
been made available to the FBI. He was advisbd at that time 
to report his. contacts and any information he had to the FBI.

7. On 24 March 1975, Mr. Joseph P. Hayes, assigned to 
SE/PCH, reported that during the week of 9 March 1975, he 
talked with Mr. Wesley Dyckman. Mr. Dyckman is a former Agency 
employee employed by the Drug Enforcement Agency. According 
to Dyckman, former Agency employee Walter Mackem was employed 
in the Washington area as a private investigator. He is also 
involved with a paramilitary activity funded by some unnamed . 
British source. The activity, which Dyckman referred to as
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"th'6 new land project" sought to establish a tax shelter on 
one of the out-isianas pt the Caribbean by forcefully taking ;
over the island and establishinga governmentthere. Macken 
is supposedly involved in the paramilitary training of forces 
who would participate in this adventure. According to Dyckman, 
the paramilitarytraining supposedly was to iake place in - ' ’
Georgia, where KER BELLis based.. i

8. On 31 August 1974, Mr. .Roussos met with Mr. K. Michael 
Absher, who at that time was;A told him that
KER BELL.was leaving forAthens oh 51 August to sell arms to r
the Greek Government. KER BELL wanted Roussos' to be his 
advisor in this, venture and to go to Athens. Roussos told 
KER BELL that he would check with CIA before giving him an answer. 
KER BELL.asked Roussos to see if the Agency was in faizor of 
such an aims deal or hot. Mr. Absher strongly advised against 
Roussos' getting involved in this deal. Roussos told Mr. Absher 
that he understood and agreed not to get involved. Roussos 
said that KER BELL would probably call him from Athens and he 
would give KER BELL a final negative reply. - - -

9. Oh 22 July 1974, the FBI reported that KER BELL may
be. in possession of a one-line note from former CIA Director- -
Killian Colby stemming from -a chance meeting with the Director 
at an OSS alumni dinner, reading something like "Good to see 
you again;" This note was apparently used by KER BELL to 
suggest that he and Mr. Colby were good friends. This infor­
mation was passed on to Mr. Colby on 9 August 1974. 

I

10. According to reporting from several Stations, WER BELL 
and Arthur L. Smith (a cohort of KER BELL's) were in several ,
Central American countries during August and early September... ... . . .... ... ______
1962. Their principal activity appeared to be contacting 
officials of the governments of Guatemala, Nicaragua, and 
El Salvador for the purpose of obtaining recognition of a 
de facto Cuban Government in exile called the '’United 
Organization for the Liberation of Cuba." In discussions with 
Nicaraguan Government representatives, KER BELL claimed the 
proposed Cuban Government in exile had the support of 90 
separate Cuban exile organizations and 186,000 Cuban exiles.- 
KER BELL offered a.representative of the Nicaraguan Government 
$100,000 to obtain that government's recognition of the Cuban 
Government in exile. The group claimed to have its headquarters 
at 1025 Connecticut Avenue, NK, in Kashington, D.C. Khilc in 
Guatemala, Smith claimed that the group had a man in the 
Department of State in Kashington, D.C., whom they pay $6,000 
per year ”to keep them advised."



11. In December 1965 KER EELL contacted a Miami DCD 
asset and told him that he ana six Cuban exiles in th** i.'. S. 
had organized a group, including approximately 20 Cubans 
inside Cuba, to perform a commando operation in Cuba during 
early January 1966.. Their primary mission was the assassination 
of Fidel, Castro, with the secondary mission of blowing up the 
generators that supply electricity to Havana, Cuba. KER BELL, 
at the time, stated that he was trying to get a "green light" 
from CIA to proceed with the mission, and inferred that the ■ 
mission would be called off if such approval was not obtained.

. .,12. On 7 February 1966 the Miami office of the FBI 
/ ■<-r^pij-Tied that KER BELL had been in contact with various news 

agencies concerning ah alleged plan to assassinate Fidel Castro, 
and reportedly also had discussed the plan with Mr. Richard

■ Phillips, Public- Affairs Officer, Department of State, Washington, 
D;C.. KER BELL-claimed to have a group of some 500 men infiltrated 
into Cuba and said that they were ready for action to overthrow 
the regime immediately 'following the assassination of Castro. 
According to the FBI, KER BELL gave the impression that he is 
acquainted with many high government officials', "both" in the U.'S. 
and other countries, and implied that his assassination plan 
had been approved by CIA.

13. According to a memorandum in KER BELL’s file, on 7 
February 1968, one Bruce Arman Baker telephoned an employee 
of this Agency and said he had been in contact with KER BELL. 
Mr. Baker said that KER BELL was in the weapons manufacturing 
business and delivered them by air throughout the world. 
Mr. Baker said that he understood that KER BELL does this for 

■ ■ CIA. Mr. Baker said that he understood from KER BELL that he 
would have to get a CIA' security clearance to fly for KER BELL. 
Baker said that he was afraid that his past smuggling record 
might keep him from getting a CIA clearance.

14. KER BELL came to the attention of the Bangkok Station 
in earl}- 1969 when lie went to Thailand representing himself 
as Vice President of Sionics, Atlanta, Georgia. He described 
himself as a counterinsurgency expert, find a variety of weapons 
to display, claimed to be a retired colonel, and introduced 
himself at a local nightclub as Chief of CIA in..Thailand. 
KER BELL attempted to sell arms to the Thais and also, to a 
variety ofi U. S. military elements. Station Bangkok passed 
the gist of his reputation to key personal ities in the U.S. 
mission and the Thai Government stressing that he was no-t 
sponsored in any way by the U. S. Government.

f
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15. KER BELL was also the subject 6f two'memorandums , 
signed by Lawrence R. Houston. Mr. Houston, answering a 
request from Joseph J. Liebling, Deputy Assist ant Secretary 
of Defense, on 23 February 1971, denied KER BELL’S alleged

•: 'affiliation with the CIA. On 28 October 1971, Mr. Houston 
wrote Mr. David H. Hcnretta, Jr., of the Industrial Security 
Clearance Review Division, to return notarized Interrogatories 
previously sent by Mr. Henretta.

16. Ke have no information on Colonel Bayard except news 
articles reporting his death which were forwarded by the FBI.

17. Per your request, we have sent instructions to the 
LA/Miahi Station that there should be no contact with KER BELL.

. Nestor D. Sanchez. 
Acting Chief 

Latin America Division

DDO/LA/CAR/Cari/D. Geisler:rb Ext. 1956 (3 March 76) 
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WARNING NOTICE 
SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED 

27JUN 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

ATTENTION : Intelligence Division 

SUBJECT . : MITCHELL LIVINGSTON WERBELL, III

1. Reference is made to your Bureau’s File No. 
MM 105-213S2, Subject as above, and your Bureau’s 
reporting on Subject's involvement with the "Abaco 
Independence Movement" (AIM) in the Commonwealth of ' 
the Bahamas.

2. For your information only, three former employees 
of this Agency were contacted in June 1974 by representatives 
of a group called "Friends of Abaco," a group, allegedly 
advocating the secession of the island of Abaco from the 
Commonwealth of the Bahamas. Contact was initiated by 
Mitchell Livingston WERBELL III, an international arms 
dealer, and a naturalized Lithuanian named Michael OLIVER, 
both of whom attempted to involve the former Agency 
employees in the Abaco Independence Movement (AIM), of 
which your Bureau is familiar. The three former employees 
contacted are:

a. John Patrick MULDOON */
DPOB: 25 August 1957. Washington, D. C. 
Retired from this Agency on 20 March 1972 
Address at time of retirement:

4505 Kcntbury Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland

CLASSIFIED BY 010116. EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF E.O. 11652 EXF.MPtlON CATEGORY SB (2). .IMPOSSIBLE 
TO DETERMINE DATE OF AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION.



b. Theodore John ROUSSOS , 
DPOB: 14 July 1919, Washington, D. C. 
Retired: 31 July 1970
Address at tine of retirement:

2918 Hardy Avenue 
Wheaton, Maryland 

Note: ROUSSOS was rehired on a contract 
basis in February 1971.. His contract 

. C was terminated September 1973.

' c. Walter Joseph 'LACKEM
DPOB: 13 December 1937, Omaha, Nebraska 
Separated: 31 October. 1973 
Address at tine of separation:

2609 N. Potomac 
Arlington, Virginia

3. Mitchell Livingston WERBELL III, the principal 
owner- of the arms .manufacturing firn Defense Systems - 
International and an international arms dealer, has been 
encouraging a group of Bahamian citizens on the island 
of Abaco who seek to secede from the Bahamian Commonwealth. 
In this affair WERBELL has been collaborating with a 
group based in Miami called the ''Friends of Abaco." 
Active in the Friends of Abaco is Michael OLIVER, a wealthy 
land developer residing at 2089 El Rancho Drive, Carson City 
Nevada. OLIVER, a naturalized U. S. citizen, was born 

Moses OLITSKI on 11 December 1928 in Lithuania.

4. In encouraging persons in Abaco to seek 
independence of Nassau, OLIVER’S apparent motive is to 
establish a prototype government based on principles of 
free enterprise expounded in a paperback book which he 

-has authored called "A New Constitution for a Nev/ Country" 
(Fine Arts Press, Rcrio. Nev. - 1968). WERBELL, on the 
other hand, has privately expressed a desire to establish 
a tourist mecca on Abaco to include hotels, recreation 
facilities and gambling casinos. Officials of Holiday 
International, a Baltimore firm specialized in recreation 
and health spas, have been briefed by NuRBELL and OLIVER 
recently onthe Abaco movements Robert A. C. HAMILTON, 
13th Lord of Eelhaven and Stcnton Jand a member of the



Friends of Abaco, on 10 June 1974 sponsored a resolution 
in behalf of the Abaco Independence Movement on the floor 
of the British House of Lords, following conversations, 
with WERBELL in 'Washington in late May.

5. Despite the seeming innocence of the enterprise, 
however, wehave observed that WERBELL, in particular, 
has made a concerted effort to involve persons formerly . 
affiliated with this Agency in the activities of the 
Friends of Abacb in support of Abaco’s independence. 
On several occasions, involving at least two former 
officers of this organization, MULDOON and ROUSSOS cited 
above, ’WERBELL has introduced them as presumably active 
Agency officials in such a fashion as to imply, according 
to the persons involved, that either this Agency or the i.
United States Government supports the aims of the V
Friends of Abaco. . ’

6. Most recently, 'WERBELL has proposed to both 
retired off icers in separate conversations that , they r.
conduct a study, involving a visit to Abaco, to determine j
the feasibility of Abaco's independence in political and 
economic terms. The study would include interviews with 
citizens bn Abaco prior to an alleged "plebiscite" on 
independence to take place in Abaco on 2S June 1974. i
To be included in the investigation is research on the r
probable reaction in the United Nations Organization to 
a petition from political groups in Abaco for support on 
independence, notably any parallels to be found in 
precedents such as the Biafra secession from ?’.'igeria. •_

7. Andrew ST. GEORGE, a nationally known free-lance 
writer, has become active in WERBELL* s’ organization and 
claims to be. preparing an article on WERBELL and the 
Abaco movement for publication'in True Magazine. 
ST. GEORGE has participated in the several meetings that 
WERBELL, OLIVER arid their associates have had with the 
two retired Accncy officers', Mr. John MULDOON and 
Mr. Ted ROUSSOS. ’



8. In default of the collaboration of either 
MULDOON of ROUSSOS, WERBELL and OLIVER have, hired 
Walter Joseph MACKE.’!, a former Agency friend of both 
MULDOON and ROUSSOS.

?. John MULDOON. is currently employed as the 
Washingtonrepresentative of the firn Security Consultants 
International, a subsidiary of the Atlanta (Ga.) detective 
agency. Central Investigative Agency. ROUSSOS is not 
employed. .

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

/s/ David A. PhllliP3 

David A. Phillips

CIRA-0371-74
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Memorandum for the Record

Subject: Agency Retiree's Involvement with 
Abaco Independence Group

1. Through the intermediary of Robert Brown, DC/EA 
and retired staffer Jack "Red" Stent, I was put in-touch 
ori 22 May -19 74 with Jonh MULDOON, another retired staffe 
who is now nominal vice-president of a Washington-based 
firm called "Security Consultants International." 
Muldoon made the contact with me apparently on the 
advice ofBobBrown and Red Stent whose counsel he 
sought in an effort to protect himself from the possible 
implications of his 'involvement with a group promoting 
the ~irfdepFfidence“ of 'the^Bahamian Commohwea 1 th is land of - 
Abaco. We met at 1100 hours at "Tony’s" on L street 
and 18th N.W. in downtown Washington. Red Stent was 
there to introduce me to Muldoon but he did not particip: 
in the discussion.

2. Muldoon presented me with a typewritten report 
containing the essential data he possessed concerning 
a group of individuals with whom he had met on Friday, 
17 May 1974 in Washington. Attending the meeting with 
Muldoon on that occasion were Mitchell WERBELL III (aka 
"Mitch Three"), Lord and Lady BELLHAVEN (alleged British 
peers), Mike OLIVER (a wealthy electronics tycoon of 
European, possibly French, origin who currently resides 
in Carson City, Nevada), Howard HANDELMAN (Washington 
correspondent of "U.S. News and World Report"), Renee 
(Inu) (the evening’s object of Werbell's seemingly 
voracious affections) and an employe of the Library of 
Congress whom'Muldoon chose not to identify to me. At 
a subsequent meeting on Monday, 20 May 1974, Muldoon 
had lunch with WERBELL and free lance writer Andrew St. 
GEORGE who is also involved with WERBELL in the Abaco 
independence enterprise. The Wcrhell group is known 
as the "Friends of Abaco” (already documented as such 
in our files).

c.

SECRET
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3. of the background of the principals
is essential to a comprehension of the affair as recounted 
by Mui doori:

a. Island of Abaco - From available file > 
information we know that Abaco is•a small island at the 
north end of the Bahamas archipelago a short distance . 
off the Florida coast- which was populated in 1785 by 
British Loyalists arid their Black.slaves fleeing the 
United States following independence. The island remains 
iboutSOA white. Openly apprehensive in anticipation of 
the Bahamas' independence from Great Britain, the residents 
of Abaco, both white and black, have found themselves - 
since independence - the object of apparent antagonism 

.and administrative neglect on the part of the Pindling 
government, which has fueled talk of secession from 
Nassau rule. This talk has been institutionalized in an 
indigenousorganization headed by a white, Charles "Chuck" 
HALL, arid called the Abaco Independence Movement (AIM). 
HALL is a resident of Marsh Grove, the country cross roads 
which poses as the metropolitancapital ofAbaco; he 
frequently visits Miami where he meets with Werbell.

b. Mitchell WERBELL III - A Philadelphian, 
WERBELL was a member of OSS in the Far East during World 
War II where, according to Muldoon, he came to know the 
Director and Lou Conein. Werbell currently a resident 
of Atlanta, now is president of an international arms 
peddling firm called Defense Systems International (DSI). 
in addition to industrial security systems, according to 
MULDOON, DSI sells automatic weapons (including a minia­
ture machine pistol with a silencer) and bomb - booby-trapped " 
items of various sorts (e.g., a tennis ball with a fuse, 
which is automatically activated when you stop playing) 
and other James Bondian accessories. Werbell hopes to 
establish gaming casinos, hotels and other tourist 
facilities in Abaco catering to the U.S. tourist crowd 
available for easy ferrying from nearby Miami-. As a 
consequence of some run-in with Prime. Minister Michael 
Pindling, however, Werbell is apparently permanently 
persona non grata in the Bahamas; hence his ambitions 
appear to becontingent on Abacan independence.

c. Mike OLIVER - The financial angel of the 
"Friends of Abaco," Oliver’s origins and auspices are 
somewhat obscure to Muldoon. OLIVER claims to have spent

SECRET
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time in a Nazi concentration camp during World Kar II; 
he speaks excellent .French; he has a pet political 
theory which he has published. He is seeking some 
political entity where he can put his theory into 
practice to illustrate to the U.S. government that it 
is worth practicing*in this country. In contrast to 
/his col league Mitch Three Kerbell, however, he seems 
adamantly opposed to establishing a gambling empire.

- d. Lord and Lady BELLHAVEN - A member of 
the British House of Lords, BELLHAVEN plans to make 
a speech there, following his return to London on 22 
May 1974, castigating the British government for 
allowing Abaco to.be abused by Nassau. BELLHAVEN 
appears to be identical with Robert Anthony Carmichael 
HAMILTON, born 27 Feb 27, the 13th Lord of BELHAVEN 
arid STENTON. His wife is the former Elizabeth Anri 
MOSELEY, daughter. of the late Colonel Arthur Henry 
MOSELEY (whose claim to ;fame remains to be probated). 
This information comes from several tomesohthe .
English peerage which were researched for me by Sally 
Ann Brown of E/BC. .

e. Howard HANDELMAN - the U.S. News and 
World Report correspondent also has contacts with the 
Agency, a fact which concerns Muldoon.

f. Central Investigation Agency - An Atlanta . 
detective Agency established a few years ago by Howard 
COSGROVE, a former Georgia police officer specialized 
in narcotics operations who was apparently fired from 
the force for reasons unknown to Muldoon. COSGROVE 
retains a 26° interest in the CIA (sic) ; Mitchell 

-WERBELL IV ("Mitch Four") holds another 26* and a re­
maining 6^ interest is held by the nominal president of 
"CIA," a retired Army colonel named Byer or Briar. The 
"CIA" has in turn established Security Consultants Inter­
national, as a Washington-based wholly owned subsidiary. 
SCI's specialities are anti-audio sweeps and electronic ’ 
surveillance using devices developed by one David MORISSEY, 
an electronics engineer who collaborates with MULDOON & 
"CIA."

4. The incident which alarmed Muldoon occurred 
during the Friday gathering of the individuals mentioned 
in paragraph two. Muldoon was palmed off by Kerbell at 
this gathering as an "official of the CIA (Central
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Intelligence Agency, in this instance)" who was there 
to attest to the fact that neither the CIA nor the U.S, 
Government is. opposed to Abacan independence. Uis 
interlocutors, despite Muldoon’s protests that he was 
retired from.CIA and in no way represented U.S:, government 
interests respecting Abaco, seemed anxious - he felt - 
to accept his presence there as evidence of U.S. 
government ehdpr^isemeht of the Abacan independence movement.

S. Muldoon took some pains to gain reassurance that 
he would not be pinpointed by Werbell as the source of 
this information if any action were taken on it. I 
assured him that, apart frpm'the particular incident on 
17 May 1974, the general outlines of WERBELL arid his 
activities and aspirations for Abaco have already been 
reported by two or three other sources! Since there is 
nothing the Agency can plausibly do at this juncture 
about WERBELL’S apparent effort to cori his supporters 
into thinking that the CIA was backing the Abaco 
independence venture, I told Muldoon.I planned merely 
to nake his side of this story a matter of record and 
let it go at that. ’ _ \ ' '

6. To cap off the story. Red Stent invited us to. 
lunch at the Class Reunion on Eye Street ar.d 18th. When 
Muldoon and I arrived to meet Stent we found him ensconced 
at a corner table with three other people. Red rushed 
over to inform us that he would be introducing me as a 
colleague of his from AEROJET. He then presented me to 
WERBELL, Werbell's date. Patri cia BOTOND and Cecil BROWNLOW 
of "Aviation Weekly." WERBELL, looking for all the world 
like Jerry Colonna, was intent on the task of seducing 
Miss. BOTOND, who ..happened to be promoting a convention 
for the Atlantic Union organization, a political enterprise 
which is an offshoot of the World Federalists Movement. 
Miss BOTOND, as it turned out was reared in Shanghai, China, 
at the same time as Stent. Red had attended school with 
her brother - the German School in Shanghai. Miss BOTOND 
had been expe,lled from the German school in the late 1930s 
for having had anti-Nazi doodles in her copybook. 
Brownlow had helped Red obtain aerial photos of the 
ChiCom consulate compound in Geneva in the early 1960s 
when Red was stationed in Paris. When Werbell had 
wearied of the rcminisences of Stent and Botond and had 
managed to hustle his prey off to a private table. Stent 
revealed to BROWNLOW' that I was not AEROJET but CIA. 
Fortunately my name was mumbled at the introduction so that 
no one could have repeated it. No one in fact seemed 
interested.



7. Following lunch Muldoon left witn a colleague 
for a meeting at the Justice Department to determine . 
whether in sweeping Embassy buildings in Washington he 
must register.as an agent of a foreign government 
(whichever it might be). Brownlow went about his 
business. Stent paid for the lunch. I returned to 
what Stent whimsically refers to as the "Funny Farm." 
My only regret is that George Orwell could not have 
joined us for that lunch.

■ 'I" . ’ -

' E. James McTighe
; ; DC/WH/7

DDO/KH/7/E.James McTighe:sdf (24 May 74) 
Distribution:

Orig - DC/EA .
1-189-9-1 .

(p- 201-259910
1 - C/WH/7
1 - DC/hHD ■
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? ' KAME: '

i ' BIRTH:
i - ..~
; CITIZENSHIP;

ADDRESS! .

‘ MARITAL STATUS:

CHILDREN:

B4PL0YMEMT:- .

EDUCATION:

TRAVEL:

PAPERS:

DATA DATED:

450 126
• 1

7 July 1965

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

BOTOND, Istvan

17 Aug 1921, Hungary

USA/ Naturalized, May 12, 1962

2152 Wyoming Ave., R.W., Washington, D.C.

■_ BOTOND, Patricia, Hee: POTTER

BOTOND, Krisztina; IT.'cl96d
BOTOtiD, Andrew; b. C1962
Step-Children:

Lila; b. cl!?W
Christopher; b. 019^7

Architect /urban Designer. The Perkins twill 
Partnership, Washington,. D.C.
1955: Palatine Joseph Polytechnic University, 
Budapest, Hungary
1961: Harvard University, Cartridge, Mass

Extensive

F.I.C.A.: 07^-32-6419

Not Dated



. ’ ISTVAN BOTTUND, A. LA.
Architect/Urban Designer
2152 Wyoming Avenue, N.W. Washington, D-C. 20008 (202) DUpoot 7-7525

' Age: 43
Born: August 17, 1921, Hungary

Citizenship: U.S.A. (Naturalized, May 12. 1962) - - - -

' Marital status*. Married
Wife: Patricia Potter Botond (U.S.A.)
Children: Krisztina, 3 1/2 years

Andrew, 2 years "
(Lila, 16 years, and Christopher, 15 years, from 
wife's previous marriage-are not flilly dependent)

F.l.C.A. 074-32-6419

Education: . Dipl. Architect
Palatine Joseph-Polytechnic University, 

. Faculty of Architecture and Engineering, 
Budapest, Hungary, 1955

J Master of Architecture tn Urban Design
Harvard University, Graduate School of Design, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1961’

Registered Architect 
New York State # 8181
District of Columbia.. # A-157C " “ '
NCARB Certificate # 4936

Professional 'Corporate Member,
Affiliation: American Institute of Architects, Washington Metropolitan Chapter

Awards: 1954, Fourth Prize for replanning of a bombed city square and
neig’iborhood in Debrecen, Hungary (co-des'lgner)

1961, Scholarship at Centro Internationale di Stud! 
di Archltettura "Andrea Palladio," Italy

‘Languages: English, Hungarian, German, French (acquaintance)

. Travel: The Bahamas ‘58; Europe ’59, '62, '65; Canada '61, '62;
U.S. Virgin Islands '63, '65; Bermuda *63

Interests: Music, photography, sports: skiing, tennis



Istvdn Botond, pag-j 2

Publications; Magyar EpitdmUvdszet ("Hungarian Architecture") -? monthly 
Jan.' !56: Airport and Buildings (Diploma thesis) 
July ’58; Furniture Factory in Debrecen, Hungary

Harvard University Library
•; Factors that Shape the City: Case Study--Budapest

PROFESSIONAL June 1963 - Present I
' ^ERIENCE The Perkina i Will Partnership, Architects / 

’ ' . ' 'Washington,-D.C.

Head of Design Department !
Responsible and involved in every design job as guide and 
critic.. Ih additiou to administrative1 duties (Personnel, Budget, 
Schedules, etc. ),-active designer of two major projects:

a) University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. 
Teaching Hospital and Ambulant Patient Facilities ' 
First stage ready for bid
Esc $7,500,000

b) Duke University, Durham, N.C. 
Research Laboratory Building for Medical Sciences 
Working drawings under preparation
Esc $5,400,000

Other Department works:

Duke University, Durham, N.C; 
Main Entrance
Bld: $3,700,000

Duke University, Durham, N.C. 
Clinical Research □ Buildings 
Esc $ 1,800,000

George Washington University, Washington, D.C.
Long Range Plan

Doctors" Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
Esc $2,600,000

Virgin Islands Medical Centers: St. Thomas, St. Croix 
Esc $ 14,000,000 each
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PROFESSIONAL December 1956-June 1963
.. EXPERIENCE (.Absent ten months for Post-Graduate Studies)

I.M. Pei & Associates, Architects & Planners 
New York, New York

Architect D^signer/PIanner . .

Hotel Denver Hilton: design work and detailing of precast 
exterior and store fronts

M.I.T. Earth Science Building, preliminary design 
. and planning work

Union Srarian area project, • THrnnto, gif*

L:'??- ? . analysis and feasibility studies

"Financial Plaza, "Downtown Toronto, Caliada: 
- prelimirjry studies for a bank s and office buildings

■ ■■. project

Weybosset Hill, Urban Renewal Project, Providence, R.I.: 
Urban Designer in the Planning Team

Newhouse Communication Center, Schoo! of Journalism, 
Syracuse University, New York: consultant on precast

3 . exterior system

■'< Town Center-Plaza, Southwest Washington, D.C.: site 
study for extension of a newly constructed Housing- 
Shopping project.

Prior to December 1956

Various architectural positions in Hungary (part-time 
during University years.)

. Final year: (August 1955-Ndvember 1956) Head of
Architectural Department in the Regional Planning

• Bureau for Northeast Hungary. Duties similar to 
. present position.



SUrfE40311451SOUTHKING STREETj HONOLULU, HAWAII 9(S14 IEHONH949-4733/ Cable Address: GENLWCO

Du,, ^ Bradstreet, Inc. 
Kf.;. 5 08 , 677 Ala Moana " 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814.

Ate’n: Sail Leitner

Nell, '•

Wc.uuve a t inaneial statement on Oliver-Roza Corp.-,' dated 
10/13/69 by Chalk & Joerg, CPA’s, 717 North Curry St., P.O.
Dc>z 1060, Carson City, Nevada, 89071. ’ ~

An appraisal of an "Oliver Subdivision" by Noble "..Murray, 
Rea I Estate Appraiser & Consultant, 2345 Canas Rd., Carson Cicy 
Nevada.

Mich.-.el Oliver, an Electronic’s Engineer, of 2089 El Rancho- 
Drive, Carson City, Nevada, is President of at least two 
corporations, author of "A New Constitution For A New Country"; 
had a committraent from Whitehall Securities Corp., 138 Main Sc. 
Oce.vuPorc , New-Jersey, to hi» Vanguard ■ Corp, to underwri te the 
sales: of 500,000 shares of comnon stock at $10.00 per share; 
deal fell thru because British or Dutch governments failed co 
com thru with: tax relief. mi "

LFJ/aba .



65 52 04-712-3096 OR 48 MAR'’l< 1969 N
VANGUARD COR’ LAND DEVELOPMENT' I960 NQ

2089 EL RANCHO OR i "
CARSON CITY NEV 89701 : ‘

. TEL 702 882-2483 . /f.. SUMMARY \
MICHAEL OLIVER, PRES ' 1? PAYMENTS UNDETERMINEDi
MORRIS C. DAVIS, V PRES EMPLOYS 3
BETTY S. (MRS. M.) OLIVER, SEC-TREAS RECORD CLEAR

TT - t . DIRECTORS': THE officers and L. A. Whitmore, ;
Joseph A. Foss Jr, Or. R. 6. Williams, Or. R. Meiers, 
Arthur L. Bonike, and Robert Johnson. i . i

■' ’• 1
‘’T ' ‘ . » i. ztiji ... - - 1.

PAYMENTS . Suppliers for this operation were not located during current Invest!-'

HISTORY

gatlon. Oliver's personal payment record is satisfactory.

^.On-Mar 19 1969, M. 01 iver, president, was unavailable for an interview^ 
One outside sourcesubmittedthe following statement from Michael Oliver, ' 
personal ly, dated Apr 25 1968: . - . .
Cash $ 8,200 Accts Pay $ J 50
Accts Rec 1,300 Owing Autos 3,200
Coin Col lection & Stocks 6,000 ;

Current <5,500 Current 3,359 .
R E 327,000 Mtqs 27,047 •
Autos 5,900. NET WORTH 318,003

Total 348,400 Total 348,400
Unsigned.

.Real estate includes interest In Oliver-Roos Corp of $289,000; Carson 
City residence, $23,000; house at San Diego, Calif, $15,000. Statement was 
obtained from outside sources.

On Mar 18 1969, 01iver was unavailable for an Interview.
Details on.this business were not available In outside quarters; One 

outside source reported that operations are currently in the formative stages.

HISTORY Incorporated in Nevada Nov I 1968; authorized capital, $500,000. MICHAEL
OLIVER, born 1920, married. 1965 to starting this concern, engaged In lane 
development, as an officer In Ollver-Boza Corporation. Prior to that, was 
associated with the Philco Corp, in Palo.Alto’, Calif. Prior to that, employed 
by Volt Tech Corp., at San Diego. The directors are residents of the State 
of CVJifornia; antecedent informationis hot currently aval table.

OPERATION Operates In the land development field. Full scope of operations not 
learned. There—ape—no*employ6^,7?jpert^ronvTt^e-«Tf-feePs. LOCATjOjN: Headquarters 
are maintained at Oliver 
3-19 (200c 6)



6b 52
OLIVER ROSA CORP

. 2089 EL RANCHO OR .
■ CARSON CITY NEV 89701 

TEL 702 882-2483

CO 48 APR 28 1971- 
LAND DEVELOPMENT

MICHAEL OLI VER/PRES
FRANK ROSA, JR, V PRES
BETTY S (MRS M) OLIVER, SEC-TREAS • - 
DIRECTORS: The Officers and Robert R Johnson

1965

SUMMARY

PAYI-ZNTS UNDETE RM I NED
EMPLOYS 4 . .
RECORD INCOMPLETE

BANKING

HISTORY

OPERATION

.PAYMENTS . .Suppliers for this operation were not located during current —------- -
Investigation. Oliver's personal payments record is satisfactory/ .

FINANCE ' On Apr!I 28/197) of fleers were absent. ~ ■ ------
Reporter estimates are:

Rea) estate $ 290,000’
REAL ESTATE TITLE VALUE

Residence of Olivers 01iyer/Wife $23,000
House; San Diego Oliver/Wlfe 15,000

Further current financial estimates are unavailable. Concerning a 
personal statement of Michael Oliver, dated April 1968, total assets were 
listed at $348,400 and net worth at 5318,003. Net worth of 01iver centered 
heavily In real estate.

Operations of the concern appear to be profitable. Full extent of 
operations, unknown. Eire.„insurance details not learned. Business is well 
established arid affairs appear to be kept In order.

Bank facility not learned.

Incorporated Nevada on Nov 5 1965, authorized capital 5200,000 with 
20,000 shares at S10 per share.

M OLIVER born 1920, married. Was associated with the Phi I co Corp in 
Palo Alto, Calif. Prior to that, employed by Volt Tech. Corp at San 
Diego.. Is presently also the president of a Vanguard Corp.

B OLIVER born 1925,married. Is bookkeeper of concern. 
Antecedents of Rosa Jr and Johnson lacking.
RELATED CONCERN: Vanguard Corp. same address, established 196’8, 

operates also in. land development. Extent of Inter-company relations 
unlearned. • .

Operates In the land development field. Business hon-seasonal.
Employs 4 including directors. LOCATION: Headquarters are maintained at 
Oliver's residence, owned by Mr and Mrs M Oliver. 
4-23(88c 3)
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SECRET

STAFF
OAft rwt q«ow* cm M*«6A«r wwttil

222323Z DIRECTOR / 51U805
CONF: INFO:

o o -««>.. A^rjlrmL ^/oPS <7iJoP2. ■ PER 

0 ■«*v»*ro ___________ ( • "
0 •»*«• . .

TO: HONG KONGi INFO BANGKOK^ SAIGON. 

TAPPER/CO STRYLIC 

REFS: A. HONG KONG 308LS |IN 1L3L67I 

B. SAIGON 74615 TIN lLi41b5| 

' . C. SAIGON 74605 I IN lb328b|. 

D- BANGKOK 55058 IIN lb£474| 

E- SAIGON 74650 I IN ILbc211 

1. HOS FILES CONTAIN FOLLOWING ON BENNETT B. B I N T L I F F 

<201-8655311\ SUBJECT OF REF A REQUEST: 

. A. EARLY APR 1571, DEPARTMENT OF ARMY VIA INTERAGENCY SOURCE

REGISTER EXPRESSED OPS INTEREST IN BINTLIFF AS A "SOURCE ASSET" IN-

VOLVED IN ARMY OPERATION 1201-02, ACTIVATED 25 MAR 15bb, WHICH WAS

THE CONUS FIELD STATION, A SUBORDINATE ELEMENT.OF U.S. ARMY FIELD 

ACTIVITIES COMMAND. HOWEVER, ARMY DROPPED ITS INTEREST IN BINTLIFF 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE 13 OCT 1572- ■ DPOB LISTED AS 17 FEB 1528, AUSTIN, 

TEXAS- BINTLIFF ALSO LISTED AS;PRESIDENT, QUANTUM CORP., 444 MADISON, 

NEU YORK, AND VICE PRESIDENT, MILITARY ARMAMENT CORP., L'ENFANT PLAZA 

N-, WASHINGTON, D-C« ! ; .
DATE: ' ' ' : .
oniG: ■ '
UNIT: , :
txT: 3-3 L^-

: J /k. 70/- :-C / '//■J
‘ I ( C’XCR COC«&>UIiM ' *utK»NhCA!lX O»»Hf<»

. • REPRODUCTION Bt OTHER TH3H IHG ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED P ? IMPDET
SECRET : cl by­- CL BY. 5C)e71
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SECRET ■ 1*0ATQW

CONF: INFO:

0 ',*M, ' 0.MOMN* 

0 MtWlTO - -■--

0
0^ -BINTLIFF i AT ONE TINE-. WAS A^ OFFICIAL OF SIONICS CORP.,:

1LSS PEACH TREE STREET, N-E-, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHICH LISTS MITCHELL 

L- WERBELL III AS VICE PRESIDENT. {WERBELL, ON WHOM HuS HAS LENGTHY

201 FILE, IS CHARACTERIZED AS AMERICAN ADVENTURER, UNSCRUPULOUS

WHEELER DEALER,AND PROMOTER OF GRANDIOSE SCHEMES. WERBELL WAS IN­

VOLVED IN GUNRUNNING AND MERCENARY VENTURES IN CUBA, DOMINICAN RE- 
ianO fALrxzy >.

PUBLIC, SOUTH VIETNAM AND THAILA MD COMPLYING 8KHERALD CONNECTIONS.}

BINTLIFF AND WERBELL. WERE INVOLVED IN FUNDING MERCENARY EXPEDITION ON v 

ABACO ISLAND, BAHAMAS- {WERBELL 201 FILE}

C- FBI REPORT MM10S-21382, 1? JULY 1173, INDICATES BINTLIFF

NOU OWNER OF DEFENSE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL, POWDER SPRINGS, GEORGIA, 

WHOSE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR IS PAUL J. ROUTHIER, A RE­

TIRED U.S- AIR FORCE LT. COL,. AND WERBELL'S SON-IN-LAW.

2. RE 8BRW FIRM MENTIONED "N REF C, CHECK OF ATLANTA TELEPHONE

DIRECTORY SHOWS LISTING FOR BINTl.IFF, BAYARD, ROUTHIER, WERBELL AND

CO., ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHICH LISTS SAME ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

AS DEFENSE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL {DSIJ. DSI ALSO HAS ADDRESS LISTING

AT 4321 MACLAND-DALLAS, POWDER SPRINGS, GEORGIA, WHICH IS RESIDENCE
OUE: ,
ORIG: 
UNIT: < 
EXT:

RtPR< STION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE lr 'OHIpnEO g , IMPDET 
CL BY:
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SECRET '
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3. WHAT LITTLE INTO HOS HAS RE BINTLIFF IS INCONCLUSIVEi HOU-
' . : . 1

• EVER, IF JUDGMENTS CAN BE MADE BY COMPANY HE KEEPS, DEALINGS WITH HIM 
A

. SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION. WHILE ABOVE BACKGROUND INFO ON

BINTLIFF AND UERBELL CANNOT BE PASSED TO LIAISON BEC’ykSE OF THEIR U.S.

CITIZENSHIP, STATION CAN PASS STRYLIC PARA BC TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
* J. ' 2 .. 

INFO AND^THAT BINTLIFF HAS UNSAVORY CONNECTIONS AND MAY FALSELY CLAIM
U-S. GOVT AFFILIATIONS. j

4. FILE: aOl-cAS^l. EB, IflPDET-H z ~ Z/ Z' '
j

EA/FBL/T: ROBERT SAVAGE/DRAFT/

EA/ONO/SVN: BRUCE RUBEN7DRAFT/

LSN'ISR: EVERETT 6ARNES/DRAFT/

o&te: 21 FEB• 74 
on,r.: JOSEPH MARRA/RVU 
urill: CH/HTH 
M?/" 1.770/111,3 )

ROBERT’D / eKO^^^JR? — *3»
AC/EA V

....................  REPROniJCnO, sr OTHEP THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS PROH.'3ir£ 0 £ 2 iMPDET
SECRET. CL BZ: 532?l
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ROUTING AND RECORD •SHEET . .
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C0L12-"10:1 Di?ISIv.i i tirtNsioi

expert Eranc'h/Opvrational Support Section i 
'.oo= SCO,. Key Building - ext. 2263 •

* . Mr. Evan. Ames . 1.

i .
! Case 61168
* Catt
1 22 January 1974

TO;. O«<«r drvy'c’-on, room nv'wbr, oM : DATE J , j
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PERSONA'- AND CONFIDENTIAL

: Dect-ber 9, 1973

. , j . , Interim Report - Period of
• _ ' 12/3/73 - 12/9/73

. s?7 . I •••• • ■; > ' .

RE: Current Bahamian Situation

At Miami, Florida

Results of the Inquiry:

The following people were contacted by the writer:

Jay Mali In (December 3, 1973.) Mall in states that to the 

best of h1s knowledge there are only two groups known to be active In the 

Abaco Movement—the group that WerBel (Mitchell Livingston WerBel III) Is 

associated with and a group being headed up by a Bob Brown.

Brown is currently in Washington ano is about to return to his home 

which 1s 1n Boulder, Colorado. Mallin indicated that 1f anything were about 

to occur Brown would certainly be in the Miami area.

Brown is a white American and an ex-Special Forces type. He has 

formed a group of ex-Special Forces Specialists that in Mallin's opinion 

"could really raise Hell." Brown, according to MalUn, has been working for 

Chuck Hall. However, Hall 1s also aligned with WerBel.



MalKn states t : all of the planning sessions r Brown's group 

have been held in the Viving room of Hallin’s Coral Cables home.

Brown's'group is all white but he has been in contact with some of 

the local Blacks in Abaco. The Blacks have had no formal training nor do 

they possess the proper weapons for any sizable operation. In order to 

.obtain weapons and training the Blacks have made friendly overtures to Brown’s 

group.

Mallin stated that some of the local Blacks could move on their own 

■ but he believes that it would be highly unlikely.

7 . Mallin speculated that U.S. Mafia money may be being,spent^in the 

, Bahamas in order to finance the overthrow of PindlIng's government to stop 

the seizure of the casinos. He did not have any evidence to substantiate the 

theory. 7

i In answer to a di feet question from the wri ter Mal l in further comrented ’

that Paul Bethal is totally out of the Abaco situation. Bethel's only role, 

according to Mallih, was the one meeting he arranged for WerBel, Hall, a Michael 

Lightbourne (Phonetic) and George Wackenhut. Bethal, Mallin further stated, 

trys to give people the impression that he has very high level connections 

including members of Uie National Securi ty_ .Council. and-that he .prepares papers 

.and other briefings for the Council. Mallin states that this is not true, that 

Bethal in fact has no such contacts.

Mall in went on to say that WerBel would not get involved with anything 

that would jeopardize his U.S. government contracts especially the sale of 

his silencer to the Army. In addition, according to Mail in, WerBel is a CIA 

informant and would advise the Agency of his activities. On December 9, 1973, 

Mallin was recontacted by the writer. Chuck Hall travels to Miami a great 

deal and contacts Mall in when he does. Mallin said his last contact with Hall 

was about two months ago. ■ Hall’s supporters are mainly white although

3.^



there are * couple of I :ks. Hall Is publishino a mim ,raphed newsletter 

under the name u. the Abaco Independent Movement.

Mellin indicated that, "the whites cannot do anything in Abaco 

HWcct everyone knj-.H.-g about it."

There has been a series of thefts of weapons In the Bahamas and 

Kailin believes that Black miljtants covid possibly be involved. Mallin 

further believes that there may in fact be a Black militant group operating in 

the Abaco area.

Mal!in stated that, "WerBel’s bringing in of Colin Mitchellwas just 

a lot of noise." He went on to say Mitchell did not accomplish anything.

_ David W. Mike, Associate Security Director, University of Miami. 

Hike has not heard of any unusual activity in the Bahamas. In answer to a 

direct question from the writer Nike stated that the only member of the Uni-

- versity community known to be travelling to the Bahamas frequently is a 

student who is a suspected narcotics dealer. Also, nd prominent Bahamian 

personalities or members of their families are known to be attending the 

University.

John L. Curtin, uau'e County Public Safety Department. Curtin 

states that, "the trouble has been building for the last six to eight months." 

He believes a direct assault would have to be made on Nassau itself in 

order to accomplish the desired objective of stopping the seizure of the 

casinos. Curtin further stated that the Mafia has been "buying guns like 

crazy." On. December 5, 1973, Curtin was recontacted due to the fact that 

he had dinner with a prominent Bahamian businessman who is known to be in. 

the lumber business. This businessman is white but is well liked by the 

Blacks in the Bahamas. His Identity is unknown to the writer.



. This busines$r;-s stated that, there is definite! ;ir.creased activity 

but that no specific 'ate for any overt action teen mentioned.

This busiressmsn believes that Hafia money Is in important factor and 

that Blacks will be hired to do the actual fighting If there is any fighting. 

He views the casino issue as the crucial one. He believes Blacks who are 

opportunistic will seize upon the casino issue to obtain weapons and money 

from the Mafia and.attempt to seize power.

< Dr, Cavid Cartano, Sociology Instructor, University ,of Miami. 

Cartano was contacted due to his being a past member of the Institute for the 

Study of Change, When he first became associated with the Institute he 

was introduced by Mall in as being a Bahamian specialist.

Cartano could not contribute anything pertinent to this inquiry. He 

has not .renewed his contacts in the Islands in over one year's time. He does . 

have two Bahamian students in one of his classes but neither of them has 

mentioned anything of any significance. He doubts their value as sources.

Gorden 0. Rothwell, Chief of Security, Sheraton Four Ambassadors 

Hotel. Rothwell could not contribute anything pertinent to this inquiry. In 

addition no prominent Bahamians are presently or have been recently in the 

hotel.

W. Bruce Wrightson, Chief of Security, Sheraton Royal Biscayne 

Hotel. No prominent Bahamians are presently or have been recently in the 

hotel.

A confidential local law enforcement source indicated that 

an attorney in West Palm Beach is selling automatic weapons. He is free 

lancing and has a small warehouse with two separate alarm systems installed 

on the warehouse.
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SECRET
CIA INTERNAL USECNLY

Oilat, 131 aal Field Office 035-44-74
ATTN : Hr. teruco Hxlovariog 8 January 1574

Domes Cie Soil action Divisioa (Support Brnnch/'OSS) 
: i

BltchsllL. Berbbll, HI 
! ’ iI •

j 
1.. so have re viewed subject’s 201 rile tor oddltlooal laforsatloa. 

' . - Subject ess ot in tereo t to this Agency la 1059 and eas 'granted a 
] Ml U August of that year. Thia was cancelled la October 1950 shea
■ .bis information proved to be ot little value and because It van
| ' cudpoctedhoTOo using Ageocy funds to promote bls personal interests.
I ab tea s subsequently attempted to pass himself off as an Agency
j employee. Hb ls ctuirueterlaod b the file'as uascrupulous, a
J ' "eSeelMudebier* and a promoter of grandiose schemes. Tbe subject-'

has-baee undbr lnveatlgatloa 10 1073 by both theBureauof Alcohol,. ’ 
■ ^ > Tobecco aad Ff roaima and the ©il tod Sts tea customs Service for

I activiUes relating to possiblejBerceoory activities in Abacol Island,
"Bahasas.■ /' ~ *

2. If ths subject should contact your rifflco again, ee 
suggest you accept whatever infonaatioe ho has to offer but cake bo 
further canaltmeots concerning Agency contact. Subject' is well 

i . knova to the appropriate beak end is of eatreaely doubtful
i character.

3. Wo trust this swoorandua uill provide you vith useful 
i . " iaforoatioa concerning this subject. Thank you for bringing his
j ease to our attention,
i ' ....... ■
I 
I 

jMstaoa a. rtOirrca

!. £P£yaa for EBAeaa/b
ce: Services Or. (CMtrol) 

IP Files 
i .■ ■
I 
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