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On April 4, 1963, MM T-l, who has furnished rc- 
llablo information in the past, obtained information from 
a aourco who is Involved with American criminal elements 
in Maw York and Miami, who obtained information from an 
unknown source, whose reliability is unknown, but who La 
in a position to furnish some information concerning this

It was reported chat in the/fato evening hours of 
April 3, 1963, Frank Anthony Sturgis'", also known as Frank 
Fiorini, an American soldier of fortune involved in Cuban 
revolutionary activities, reportedly stated that until re­
cently, the ’’Violyn III" had been located in Naples, Florida, 
under Fiorlni’s control. Florin! continued that an infiltra­
tion mission was planned by Fiorinl and Evelio Duque (matro- 
nymic) name unknown), wherein Duque and his men would Infiltrate 
into Cuba to engage in guerrilla activities against the Cuban
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Government, and Florin! would later supply then by air­
plane from the United States. Duque was described as a 
Crban exile residing in Miami, Florida, who is active In 
anti-Caatro activities.

Florin! claimed to have arranged for the use 
of the boat ’Violyn III,” and made the arrangements with 
the owner, Alexander I. Rorke, Jr., free lance newspaper 
can, who has been periodically Involved in Cuban revolu­
tionary activities. Rorke agreed to allow Fiorini use of 
the boat if, in return, Rorke's organization, U. S. Freedom 
Fighters, would receive credit for any success accomplished 
by Fiorini.

Later, this boat was moved to Marco, Florida, 
cm the Gulf of Mexico side of Florida. Thereafter/Rorke 
changed his mind and wanted the boat back, but Fiorini 
claimed ho did not know where.the boat was, or where it had 
gone. Come time later, the "Violyn III” and another large 
bc^d left the Florida area.

After the "Vlolyn III” left from somewhere oh the 
l.’ost Coast of Florida, Frank Fiorini, along with airplane 
pilot 2111 Johnson and Jerry Buchanan, an American adventurer, 
rented a small boat and met the "Violyn III” and the other 
large boat at sea. The small boat loaded oh to the two lar­
ger boats gasoline and food. Jerry Buchanan, at that time,
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boardc- tho “Vlolyn III,” The two larger boats then 
departed for an unknown destination. Fiorlnl and Johnson 
returned to Florida in the small boat.

,_ .. _ MM T-2^4^confidential sourcolabroad.on HarchBOTr'x

J1963, advised'that/Frank.Fiorlnl, Bill Johnson, and Jose Marla 
{ GonzsIcz^H'drhaha&V, a Cuban radio operator and technician, 
'arrived in Nassau onMarch 29, 1963, and stayed at the Pilot 

Reuse Hotel. Tho following day, March 30, 1963, these three 
persons rented a plana and flew to Norman Key, That same day, 
British authorities arrested them, and on the evening of ). 
J-hat-So^put theta on a commerclal~alrlln^for~Mlami—Florl^a^L

On April 3, 1963, MM T-3, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, obtained some information from an 
untested.source with contacts in the Bahamas, who obtained 
information from an unidentified person. He advised that it 
was reported that several hours after Fiorlnl was arrested 
on Norman Key, British authorities in tho Bahamas stopped and 
boarded tho "Violyn III” and arrested some thirteen Cubans 
and Jerry Buchanan who were aboard.

On April 4, 1963, MM T-3 advised chat the British 
authorities released the "Violyn III” and the crew, and in­
structed them to proceed to Miami, The other boat which 
originally accompanied tho "Violyn III," name of this boat 
unknown, escaped and was being sought by the British and the 
United States Coast Guard.
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On April 4, 1963, Fiorinl reportedly claimed that 
ho had been in radio contact with the above-mentioned uniden­
tified boat, and it was tied up at an island in the Bahamas, 
exact location of which was not disclosed. The boat was re­
portedly camouflaged and heard the U. S. Coast Guard planes 
flying above Ln an effort to locate it. Fiorinl claimed he 
could supply this unidentified boat with fuel and food, if 
requested by this boat, and that he had available an Aero- 
Commander airplane in Miami and two fast powerboats Iqcated 
somewhere north of Miami. It was not known what manner of 
radio communication was used by Fiorinl to contact the unr 
identified boat.

On April 4, 1963, local newspaper, radio.stations 
and television stations in Miami, Florida, reported that the 
”V io Lyn III” had departed from Nassau and was enroute to 
Miami with a U. S. Coast Guard escort. Miami Attorney Charles 
R. Ashr.ann made press announcements that the crew of the "Vio­
lyn ill" would not return to ths United States.

In the early morning hours of April 5, 1963, IC! T-3 
advisod that Ashmann claimed the "Violyn III" would rendez­
vous with the other unidentified boat and would complete its 
infiltration mission to Cuba.

On April 5, 1963, MM T-4, a representative of another 
Government agency, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1963, the "Violyn III" left Nassau, Bahamas, on a general course 
for the United States, and at that date was at the north tip of
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/»ndrob Island in the Bahamas. Because the "Violyn III" 
was in shallow water, the U. S. Coast Guard discontinued 
its surveillance of the "Violyn III" by boat, and the sur­
veillance was taken over by U. S. Coast Guard aircraft.
At about 8:20 P.M., the "Violyn III" turned off its running 
lights and had not been seen by the Coast Guard since.that 
time.

MM T-4 reported that there is a Sigma-type Cuban
fishing boat which was stopped near Williams Key off the 
coast of Andrews Island on April 5, 1963. MM T-4 said this 
Sigma boat was possibly the boat that was supposed to rendez­
vous with the ,rViolynn III" for an infiltration mission in­
to Cuba. There is an airplane landing strip at Williams Key- 
which could not be used because someone had placed a great 
quantity of rocks and driftwood on the runway.

On April 5, 1963, Mr. Chester A. Woish, Chief,
Investigations Branch, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
Miami, advised that the "Violyn III” had just arrived at the 
seawall, Key Biscayne, Miami. The Cubans aboard were to be 
taken by INS authorities to INS detention facility at Opa 
Locka, Florida, where interviews were to be conducted, and 
any Unitcc States citizens on board were to be taken by INS 
authorities to INS Headquarters In Miami, where these Indi- . 
viduals would be interviewed for any possible violations of 
Federal law concerning U. S. passport regulations.

property of FBI - This document is loaned to you by
die F3I, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which loaned.
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April 8, 1963

APR 17 M3
ANTI-CASTRO ACTIVITIES

The "Vlolyn III,” a boat utilized by lha-&rt5krt“ 

Anticommunist Army, Escambray Front, in its anti-Castro 
activities, was recently captured by British authorities 
together with a number of anti-Castro raiders. The boat 
and the anti-Castro raiders have subsequently returned to 
Miami, Florida,

In this connection an informant who has furnished 
reliable Information In the past on April 4, 1963, advised, •
that during the previous evening Frank Anthony Sturgis, who / . < 
is more commonly known as Frank Fiorinl, a former Castro / ■
supporter and an American soldier of fortune who has been 
engaged in anti-Castro endeavors since his break with the 
Castro regime, stated that until recently the "Vlolyn III" 
had been located at. Naples, Florida, under Fiorinl's control. 
An Infiltration mission had been planned by Florin! and 
Evelio Duque, leader of the Cuban Anticommunist Army, Escambray 
Front, whereby Duque and his men would infiltrate into Cuba 
and would later be supplied by Fiorinl by plane from the 
United States.

Florin! stated he had arranged with Alexander I, 
Rorke, Jr., a free-lance newspaperman who has been involved 
in anti-Castro activities^ for the use of the "Vlolyn III." 
Rorke permitted the use of this boat but stated that he 
wanted his organization, the U, S, Freedom Fighters, to 
receive some of the credit for any successes achieved. 
Rorke subsequently changed his alnd and wanted the boat back 
but Fiorinl claimed that it had departed and that he did not 
know where it was.
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Sometime later the "Vlolyn
WzAt/left the Florida area. On the day of the departure of these 

'lx vessels, Fiorlnl, Bill Johnson, a pilot, and Jerry Buchanan, 
an adventurer, rented a small boat and made a rendezvous with 
the other two boats at sea. Buchanan transferred to one of 
these two vessels and gasoline and food supplies which had 
been on the small boat were loaded aboard these two vessels. 
Florin! and Johnson then returned to Florida In the rented 
boat and the other two continued on their way.

2'X ^Subsequently Fiorlnl, Johnson and Jose Marla
^.-^^Gonzalez Hernandez/ a Cuban radio operator, proceeded to 

Nassau, Bahamas, rented a plane and flew to Norman Key in 
the Bahamas. Immediately thereafter this group was arrested 
by British authorities who sent them back to Miami, Florida, 
Several hours after Fiorlnl was arrested on Norman Key, the 
British stopped and boarded the ”Vlolyn III” and arrested 
Buchanan and a number of Cubans who were aboard. On 
April 4, 1963, the British released the "Violyn III” and ita 
crew with Instructions that they should proceed to Miami. 
The other boat escaped, /icl. i'1 >r-, of a* CMu
noLc-’. t

On April 4, 1963, 
radio contact with the- boat 
then docked at an island in 
disclose the exact location

Fiorfhl claimed he had been in 
that had escaped and that It was 
the Bahamas. Florin! did not 
of the boat but claimed he could

supply it with food and fuel if requested and that he had an 
airplane and two fast power boats available In the Miami area
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