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: On April 4, 1963, M¢ T- -1, who ‘has furnished re-
2 1iebla inforwation in the past, obtained information from
N ' a source who 18 involved with American criminal elements
i in Hew York and Mlaml, who obtained inforwmation from. an

' : ' .source, whose reliability is unknowm, but who is

. unknows
in a FOuiuiOﬂ ‘to furnish soma iunformation concerning thie

atter. ,;0/,.,) ¢ 525 (.

; It was reported that in tha/futo evening hours of
! &pril 3, 19563, Frank Anthony Sturgis’, also known a&s Prank
- o Fliowinl, an American soldier of fortune involved in Cuban
N . revoluilonary actlvities, reportedly stated that until re-
i : ccntlj, the “Violyn ITI" had been located in Neples, Florida,
i ader Florinl's control. Florinl continued that an infiltra-
thn wission was planned by Florinl and Evelio Duque (matro-

1 nyale; name unknown), wicrein Duque and his wmen would ianfiltrate
: into Cubs to ergage 1n guerrilla activities against the Cuban
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Covernzent, and Florini would later supply them by air-
‘plenc from the United States. Duque was described as a
Ciban exile residing in Miaai, Plorida, who is active in

eati-Castro nccivicies.

Ve . .
Florini claimed to have arranged for the use

of tze boat '"Violyn III," and made the arrangemoncs with
the owaer, Alexander I. Rorke, Jr., free lance newspaper
man, who. bqs been poriodicallj involved in Cuban revolu-
tic“’*/ gciivitics. Rorike aarecd to allow Florini use of
the boat 1£, in recturn, Rorke's organization, U. 8. Freedom
Pigntersa, uould receivo credit for any success nccomplished

ty Florini.

¢

Later, this boat waa moved to Marco, Floridas,
Culf of Mexico side qf Florida. Thereafter; Rorke
nonged his wind and wanted the boat back, but Florinl
claiced he did not know where.the boat was, or where it had
gone, Ecwme time later, the “¥/fclyn III" and another large

vesi lefe the Floride area,

oa the
ch

after the "Violju 111" left from somewhere on tha
Cozat of Florida, Frank Plorini, &long with zirplane
t 311l Johnson and Jerry BuChanan, an American adventurer,
a seall boat and wet the "Violyn ITIM and the other
@ bcht et sza, The small boat loaded on to the two lar-

cats gasoline-and food, Jerry Buchanan, at that time,

=
ALY
'0 1

[ I S e

Wl b

LI ST |

[

CONFIDENTIAL

Qe



14-00000

couéznzﬂrtAL

RE: EJERCITO.CUBANO ANTICOMUNISTA

L

boardc.. the "Violyn III." The twozlargcr boats then
departed for an unknown destinatfion., Florini and Johnson
o returned to Florida in the small boat.

arrivcd in Nas,nu on March 29, 1963, and stayed at the Pilot

Heuse Hotel,. The following daj, March 30, 1963, these three
porgond rented a- plane and flew to orman Key, That gaue day,

Britich authoxities arrested them, and on the evening of

that dzy puc thcam on a cornercidr*atrliﬁe for Mlawi;Plorida;
e TS BRE

On April 3, 1963 M4 T~ 3, who hag furniohed reliable’
information in the past, obLained some fnformation from an
untected cource with contacts in the Bahawas, who obtained
luforeatic.. frem an unldeatified perzon. He advised that it
wayg reported that several hours after Plorini wag arrested
on Norman Key, Briti{sh suthorities in the Bahamas stopped and
boarded the "Violyn ILI" and arxrested some thirteen Cubans

end Jovry Buchanan who were aboard,

s IO

: N ¢ April 4, 1963, MM T-3 advised that the British
cutno-itics released the “Violjn II1" and the crew, and in-
ciructed thea to proceed to Mlami., The other boat which
originally acccmpanied the '"Violyn IXI," nsme of this boat
i unknown, cscaped and was being sought by the Eritish and the
; . United States Coast Guard. '
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' Cn April 4, 1963, Florinl reportedly claimed that
he had been in radio contact with the above-mentioned uniden<
tified boat, and it was tied up at an island in the Bahamas, .
exact loc“tion of which was not disclosed. The boat was re- AN
portedly -ca mouflaged and heard the U. S. Coast Guard planes -
£flying above in an effort to locate it, Florini claimed he
could supply this unidentified boat with fuel and food, Lf .
requested by this boat, and that he had available an Aero-
Commander airplane in Miami and two fast powerboats lqcated
somcuwacre north of Miaml. It was not known what manner of
radio communication was used by Florini to contact the un=-

{dentified boat.

COa April 4, 1963, local newspaper, radio stations
and tclevicsioa stations in Miesmi, Florida, reported that the
"iolyn III" kad deperted from Nassau and was cnroute to
Mioml with a U. S. Coast Guard escort. Miaml Attormey Charles
R. Ashminn made press announcerents that the crew of the "Vio-
iyn LXI" would not return to the Uulted States,

' In the carly morning hours of Apr 11'5' 1963, - M T-3
advilsad that Ashmann claimed the Violyn IXI'" would rendez-
vous with the other unidentified boat and would completa its

indilerstion wission to Cuba.

On April 5, 1963, ¥ T-4, a represcntative of another
ent agency, advised that on the afternoon of April 4,
1963, the "Violyn IXI" left Nassau, Bahamas, on a general course
United States, and at that date was at the north tip of
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i : fndrog Island in the Bahamas. Because the "Vialyn III" :
wvas in ehallow water, the U. S. Coast Guard discontinued --
its survelillance of the "Violyn III" by boat, and the sur-
veillence was taken over by U. S. Coast Guard. aircraft,

At gbout 8320 P.M., the "Violyn III" turned off its running
lights and had mnot been seen by the Coast Guard. aince that’

time.

¥ T~4 reported that there is a Sigma-type Cuban
fishing bodc whioh was stopped near Williams Key off the
coast of Lindrews Islend onm April 5, 1963. MM T-4 said this
Sigra boat was povsibly the boat that was. supposed to rendez~
vous with the "Violynn III" for an infiltration wission in~
to Cuba. There is an airplance landing strip at Williawms Xey-
which could not be used because someone had placed a great
quaatity of rocks and driftwood on the runway,

: .On April 5, 1963, Mr. Chester A. Woish, Chief,
Investizations Branch Immigration and Vaturalization Service,
Hiami, advised that Lhe "Violyn IXI" had Just arrived at the
veawall, Key Biscayne, Miaml. The Cubans sboard were to be
taken b/ INS authorities to INS detention facility at Opa
Locka, Florida, wherc interviews were to be conducted, and
eny Unitco States citizens on board were to be taken by INS -
suthorities to INS Peadquarters in Mismi, where these indi- .
viduals would be {nterviewed for any possible violations of
Federal law concerning U. S. passport regulations.

i i Preperty of FBI - This documént is loaned to you by
i the F2I, and nelther 1t nor its conteats are to be distributed
i - outside the agency to which loaned.
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(2) " ANTI-CASTRO ACTIVITIES

The '"Violyn ILI," a boat uttllzed by
Anticommunist Army, Escambray Front, in its anti- Castro
activities, was recently captured by British authorities
together with a number of anti{-Castro ralders, The boat
and the anti-Castro raiders have subsequently returned to
Miami Florida, :

In this connection sn informant who hes furnished
rellable information in the past on April 4, 1963, advised, ..°-

that during the previous evening Frank Anthony Sturgls, who TN

is more commonly known as Trank Florini, & former Castro
supporter and an American soldier of fortune who has teen
engaged in anti-Castro endeavors since his break with the
Castro regime, stated that until recently the '"Violyn IXI"

had been located at.Naples, Florida, under Fiorini's control,
4n infiltration mission had been planned by Florini and

Evelio Duque, leader of the Cuban Anticommunist Army, Escambray
Front, whereby Duque and his men would infiltrate into Cuba

and would later be supplied by Fiorini by plane from the
United States,

Florini stated he had arranged with Alexander I,

Rorke, Jr., a free-lance newspsperman who has been involved

in ant{-Castro activities, for the usc of the '"Violyn III,"
Rorke permitted the use of this boat but stated that he

wanted his organizatien, the U, S, Frecdom Fighters, to
receive some of the credit for any successes achieved.

Rorke Jubsequently changed his mind and wanted the boat back
but Florini claimed that it had depirted and that he did not
know where it was,
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?r\7, - Sometime latet the "Violyn 111" candvanseh ‘;ﬁ35e
SyZ;V/{/ft the Florida area. On the day of the departure of these

- vessels, Fiorini, Bill Johnson, a pilot, and Jerry Buchanan,
en adventurer, rented a small boat and made a rendezvous with
the other two boats at sea, Buchanan transferred to one of
these two vessels and gasoline and food supplies which had
been on the small boat were loaded aboerd these two vessels,
Florini and Juhnson then returned to Florida in the rented
boat and the other two continued on their way.

o817 RS Rt RN e
fl LA éigubsequengly ‘Fiorini, Johnson and Jose Maria
2 \//ﬁﬂfpﬁonzalez Hernandez;” a Cuban redio operator, proceeded to

Nassau, Bahamas, rented a plane and flew to Norman Key in
the Bahamas, Immgdiotely thereafter this group was srrested
by British authorities who sent them back to Miami, Florida,
Several hours after Fiorini was arrested on Norman Key, the
British atopped and boarded the “Violyn III" and arrested
Buchanan end a number of Cubans who weré aboard, On
fpril 4, 1963, the British relecsed the "Violyn 111" and {its
crew with instructions that they should proceed to Miami,

'Ibe other boat ebcgped Ri. Ael.2 700 I /)',-(,uf Mpestd A (L hnad
vinleammvn i th(m Cacnum bRrAY (ieon

On Aprll 4, 1963, Eiorfgi7c1aimed he had been in
radio contact with the boat that had escaped and that it was
then docked at an island in the Behemas, Fiorini did not

~disclose the exact location of the boat but claimed he could
-supply 1t with food ond fuel if requested and that hec hed an
airplane and two fast power boats available in the Miami area,

2
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