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 TOP SECRET
STAFF INTERVIEW

Thursday, August 21, 1375

Unitad States Ssnate
Select Committes to Study. Governmantal

Oparations With Respact td

Intalligence Activitiaes)
Hashington, 0. C
The Committes met, pursuant to notice, at 103105 o’'clock
a.m,, in Room 608, Tha Carroll Arma.
Staff: Burton Wides, Frederick Baron and Rhett Dawscn,

Professlional Staff Mambers.

£10 Twsl Steont, 5.0 Washengion, D.C. P00
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FPROCEEDINGS
Mr. Baron. Would you state your nama and address for

the record, pleasa?

frond (Arep IO

Mr. Hadgman. My name i3 Victor S. Hedgman. I can be
reached at all times at the Central Intelliqence Agsncy.

Mr, DBaron. And Hr..uudqman, isn’t {¢t trues that Victer S.
Hadgman is actually an alias and that wa have agread that you
will testify here today undsr alias?

Mr., Hedgman. That's corrsct.

Mr. Baron. And isn't it further true that we have mads
arrangemants with you that your trus identity will be recorded

on a statement regarding testimony in allas which will be

N wiwo firaclt T

1

permanently on file at thes Central Intslligence Agency for

verification purposas?

Mr. Hedgman. That's correct. I beslieve that this, that

A

I would lika to add that I have asked that this be done for

7

my own protection, protaction, physical protection, actually.

Mr. Paron. And you undurstand that we will retain a
sanitized copy of this form to attach to your transcript as
i
1T Exhibit 1?
i

i Mr. Hedgman. 1 do.

Then let us introduce this statemant which you have

1 Mr. Baron. All right.
I
E

aignad ar Exhibit 1.

410 Fwst 3100ad, 5T, Wwashengton, 0.€. J000)

{(The document raferred
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“Anendment rights to silenca?

-

Mr., Daron., Let ma ask vou to verify the fact that that
is your trus signature?
Mr. ledgman. That is my true signsature.

H¥r. Barcn. Thank you,

Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Baron. Mr. Hedgman, ars you awsre that you have &
right to counsal bafors this Committes?

Mr, Hsdgman., Yes, I am. But I shall ask for it if T fenl
the nead. |

Mr. Raronm. All right.

Ara you voluntarily appsaring hars today without counswsl?

Mr. lledgman., I am,

Mr. DBaron. And you are aware that at any point during
the gquestioning you may cease anawaring the questions and
request to consult with counsel?

Mr. Hadgman., I am.

Mr. Baron. Are you also aga}e that all of your constitu-

tional rights are iptact here today. including your Fifth

Mr. Hadgman, I am,
Mr. Baron. Although you ara not under ocath here today,
are you awars that ths Committes intands to ask you to swear

to ths truth of your testimony here as soon aa passible?

Mr. Hadgman. I am aware of that, and for tha record would

TOP StECRET
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liks to makas tha point that I am going on recollection of avants

which occurrad nearly fiftaen yvears ago, some fiftesen ysars,

some slightly more, some slightly less. So therefore, 1 will

Brger (Aris PUT) $26-6000

make evary sffort, but again, I am stressing this fact that [

have not had an opportunity to rafresh my memory by reading oid

files or anything of the sort.

Mr, Baron. That is completely undarstandable.

Mr. Hedgman. I just want this == I am making this point
for ths Committes mgmbers. I have alraeady made it to you
yasterday.

Mr. Baren. And it is understandable that wa are asking

you to discuss avents that took place slmoat fifteen years aqo,

-~

AL

but it is your intention to glve us ths truth as far &s you can

recall {t?

G
4
<
13
c

Mr. Hedgmen. It is my full intention to give the truth.

Mr. Baron. Thank you.

Mr. Wides. Mr. Hedgman, would you please bhriaefly give
us a description of your career with the Agancy, and that can
ba by basically divisions or typs of jeb in a vary briet'
Taummary.

Mr. Hedgman. I bagan, was recruitu& to serve, as what
{8 refaurred to as a non~official cover agant, and I was &

contract as opposad to & ataff officar. That was changed

shbrtly afterwards, I think a faw months later I was mada a

1]

210 Thoat S1vews. § £, Yeovhongton, O L. J000)

staff officer but remained on official covar for the filrst sever

?
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ysars of my timae, worklng abroad. I raturned to Wa;hinqton
whare I then became overt in the sanse of 1 worked in the
offices and was no longer ostansibly a private businessman.
I served as what 13 known as a case officer In the Europaan
drea,

Mr. Raron. About what time parfiod would you say?

Mr, Hedgman. It was '53 to early °‘S7. .Early "67 until
the mid-60's I surved in Europe working primarily on Soviet
oparations.

Mr. Dawaon. I think you might have misspokan. You sald
mid-60°s, early '57 to mid-60's. Did you mean 19607

Mr. Hadgman. Mid=-1969, ves, I would correct that., From
July & on until ~- I can't remembar whether it was .June or
July of 1963 I served as Chlef of Station in then Leopoldville,
now Kiershasa, Zaires. [ was Chief of Station. i then returnad
to Washington in the early fall, the exact dates T don't recall,
of 1963, and I was what is known as a Branch Chiaef. I was
responsible for the sastern half of Africa from 1963 to June
of 1965,

June of 65 ¢ill June of ‘47, I was

Ay

i

r
i

1 raturned to Washington whera 1 bacame RBranch Chlef
again for thae Southaast Asian area for a very brief tima. In
pesence Lt was to prepares me for my next assigament which was

the Chief of Station, Vientianae, Laos.

TOP SeECRET
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Upon complation of that essignment ~-

Mr, Barqn. You began that assignment in '677

Mr. Hedgman. No. I bagan the Southsast Branch Chief job
in '67. T began the COS job in the summar of ‘68, and I laft
thare in the summer of '70.

As you know from'earliur, ill~haalth played a role in
unfortunatsely forcing me to lsave.

1 then returnad to Washinqgton whare I bacame Dsputy Chiaf

of the African Division, January, 1971 until Dscembsr, 1971, at
Auhich time I bacama Chlef of the Division and remained Chiaf
until I retired.

Mr. Baron. Untll Dacamber of *72, would that have been?

Mr, Hedgman. No, Dacamher of '71.

Mr. Baron. No.

Mr. Wides,. .No.

Mr. Hedgman. Then I retirad 28th of June, 1974.

Mr. Wides. You were first approached to go to the Congo
as Station Chiwf for the Congo and other nearby countries in
June of 19607

Mr. Hedgman. No. It was qguite some time bafore that.
i*m sorry, I can't ramsmber specifically whasther it was four
months, five months. Actually, they talked to me about it as
much as & yaear =~-

Mr., Widaes. And you want out -~

Mr, Hadgman. Not a year. Maybe sevsn or sight or nlne

TOP SECRET
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months. I don't rumembar. I wae in Washington. My father was,
wa thought, dying at the tima, and I had flown home to be with
him.

Mr. Wides. And you went thare on June 10th or 11th?

Mr, Hedgman. I'm sorry =--

Mr. Wides., Approximataly?

Mr. Medgman. It was althar the 10th of the llth that I
tirat arrived.

Mr. Wides. The beaginning of ths sacond week in June?

Mr. Hadgman. Of July.

Mr. Wides. Of July, I'm sorry.

And that was shortly after tha Congolesa independence from

Mr. Hedgman. The indepandences was on the 30th of June
and I was, had bgan givan vacation tims, which I got in one
day before 1 arrived, but they called me, I was taking some
vacation in Europe on the way down and they phoned me, traced
ma down, and sald get down thers, Eﬁe mutiny"had takaun placs
&énd the placs was coming apart.

Mr. Widas. Prior to your lsaving, 2nd in connection with
your preparations and brisfings and discusslons at Headquarters,
had there bean any discussion at all with you or that you wara
aware of regarding the possible assassination of Patrice
Lumumba?

Mr. lsdgman. Absolutely nons. 1 can say that that is

TOP SECRET




absolute surenessa of recollsction.
Mr. Wides. And then you had bsan thare a short while,

teka {t, and Iin about the last week of July, when Patrice

Fhaprs [Aras 201 PEA-EDOGH

Lumumba and others from the Congo cama to the United States,

baliuva around the 26th of July, am I corraect, that both you and

the Ambassador returned to America? %
Mr. Hadgman. That's corract. ;
Mr. Widas. And durlng 'your return hers, in any dlscu&ﬂionl
you had with officials at CIA or other govarnmant ecfficlals, i
di4 you have any dliscussions or lsarn of any discussions
ragarding the possible assassination of Patrics Lumumba?
Mr. laedgman. No, sir, I did not.
Mr Widss. And than you returned to the conqgo?

Mr. ledgman. Yes. I bslieve wa returnsd on the éth of

August, if memcry ssrves ma.

s
&
e
o
-
|

Mr. Wides. Now, as a very brief background for the

% next series of questions, is it correct that by early Septamber,
| ..

! that is by the 5th of 6th, Patrice Lumumba had been dismissed
as Pramier and the U.S. had alraeady becoma seriously concerned

i

I"about the beginning of Sovist assis<ance or involvement in the

|

Congo and the possibility of Soviet influwnce {n tha Congo?

Mr., Hedgman. I belleve thosa dates srs corract of the
5th or 6th. It could concelvably ba the 7th., Certalnly lona

bufore that time, thoss of us intereated in the political

210 Feut Steaun, 3. 8., Wavhingion, O.C. 20003

sltuation thare; that is, the Ambassador, mambars of the DPollitic

TOP SECRET
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1 Section, myself, were greatly concarnsd sbout what APPBATHd

fabd

to be a Soviat effort to taske over tha Congo.

3 Mr., Wides. And bacause of conflict between -- among, I

Prong {Azas 2025 3446000

4 gusss, is the appropriate word -- bacause of conflict, or

K

)
potential conflict, among the cantral government under

Praesident Kasavubu and othars as ons faction, Patrics Lumumba

and his followers as a second faction, and Mr. Tshombe &and i

his follwers as a third -«

Mr.

Hladgman. And Glzenga as a fourth,

Mr., Widas.

Glzanga, I taka it he was somewhat within

11 || Lumumba’s camp?

12 Mr. Hedgman. Yuws. I'm sorry. I should not have

12 || interrupted.

14 Mr Wides. 1In any event, thare was the potential of

15 || imminent fratricidal war?

7 vEePed b7

16 Mr. Hadgman. Tshombe had already declared the Katanga
17 i to be an indepandent state of Xatanga on the 11th of July, 1f
1

jg || Memory sarves ma.

19 Mr. Wides. Is i¢ &lso corruct that Mr. Lumumba was tha

O3

o, | Person of thosa thres leaders, of thoses thrae factions, whoss
2) potential activitiss concerned ths United Statas the most at
oy || that point, particularly with regard to the posaibility of

Communist influsnca in the Cengo?

n
[ &

24 Mr. lledgman. Are we veferring to the September period

ALC Fovat Strpmt, S L. Wosnangron, B C

o5 | ROW, late August, Septembar? . :
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Mr, Wides. Yas, yas.

Mr. Hedgman. I would say, but thers was another -~ there
wag also -- theres was also great concern about ths Tshombeg
succession, which we did not racogniza.

HMr ¥ides. Right, Right.

In early Septumbar, did yvou recelve s messads from Head-
quarters indicating that you would, on & special rastricted
channel indicating it was for your syas only at the Station, and
telling you that a messenger whom you would recognize would be
arriving with a misasjon for you?

Mr. Nedgman. I bwlisve, yes, I recaeivad such & massags.

Mr. Wides. When, . would you pleasas state ~--

Mr, Hedgman. And I baeliave that was the general thrust
of the wording. I cannot, at this time, affi{rm with absolute
csrtainty that that was exactly it, but that is my recollectlon.

Mr. Widesz. When would be the bast date that vou would

best ba placing that time that you could give us?
Mr. Haedgman, I baelieve 1t would hava bean around the

buginning of September, but I cannot pin it down more than

‘within a wesk or tsn days.

Mr. Wides. About how long befores the musssngsr arrived

i
you say the cabla came, if you can recall? ;

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot racall dafinitively. T would quessi
would just gquass, a few days.

Mr. Wides. And ls it accurate that the thrust of the

TOP SECRET
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‘ot refer to Lumumba in any way.

cable, you cannot racall particular words, was that a meBlengar
whom you would recogniza would be coming to give you & miaaion

to carry out?

Mr. Hedgman, As I undarstood {t, hs was coming with
instructions. I did not know what typas, sort of instructlions.

Mr. Widaesa, Yas,.

Mr. Baron. Can you state in your own words just exactly
what the glast of that cablae was?

Mr. Hedgman. I am not sure that it will be exact or
even c¢lose, but it ia my -~ I am going again, and [ stress this
time now on racollection, and it is not a sure thing, but my
recollection was that the cahle advised me that a parson whom
I would know to ba or racoqnizé as an of(i;ar of the Agency,
and I am not sure that {t said as an officer of‘thu Agency,
somaony who I would have recegnizsd would arrive with instruc-
tions for me.

Mr. ¥idas., ©Did the cable refer in any way to Lumumba
that you can recall, that would involves the Lumumba problam or -

Mr, Hedgman. I think, it {s my recollaction that it d4id

Mr. Wides. And with regsprd --

Mr. Hedgman. Elther dirwctly or hint by indirection.

Mr., Wides. With raegard ¢o the cahlas for genaral

procaedural aspects, is l¢ correct that it hores a spacial

refarence or slug, I haelisve i3 ths term?

TOP SECRET
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‘channsla, but it -- it was marked Fyas Only, for 'ms.

TOP SECRET

Mr. Hadgman. I think, I am guassing sbout that, I think
it probably did, bacause that would hava been a normal way to
indicate tha special handling. I belisva the messags also was

marked for my eyes only --

Mr. Wides. It would not have basn markad --

Mr. Hedgman. -- and contained instructions that I was not[

i
N

to discuss the messags with anyona.

Mr. Baron. And that you ware to destroy the meu;aqa?

Hr., Hadgman. Not at that tims.

Mr. Wides. DNDid i¢ indicats that any commundcations that
you sent thereafter to the !llsadquartars in connection with the
imponding visit were to baw given thue same slug or ~--

Mr. Hedgman. I am assuming that it prohably did, but 1
cannot ba 100 percent certain. I dont recall sanding a messaqgas

untll after I met the gsntlesman concerned.

Mr. Dawson. Mayba wa could approach that a diffurant way.

You do recall whatuver messags you receivad was not in the norma
course of communications with the Agency?

Mr. Hedgman. Well, it came through Agency communications

minnnns  mmmamian i et pgppene

Mr, Dawson. That's not unusual, nsceasarily?

Mr. Hedgman. At that tims it was mora unusual than it is
today, I would aay.

Mr. Widus, Was it marked RYBAT, do fou know?

Mr, lladgman. I'm sorry, ! don't recall.

TOP SECRET
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Mr, Wides. But RYBAT usuzlly involved a fairly wide
dissamination, or at least disssmination to others in thas
Ageancy.

Mr, Hadgman. Yes.

Mr. Wides. And vwhen you say, Eyes Only, yourself, this
would, of course, Include also the communicator who would have
sncrypted it, necessarily?

Mr. Hedgman. One communicator in Washington and one in -

Mr. Widses. Wsll, raturn --

Hadgman. ~~ in Kienshasa or Leopoldville at that

Mr. Wides. ya will return in & momant to how you
dispatched communications back.

Now, at some polnt shortly tharaafter, someons
arrive from Washington whom you latsr determined was
massenger referr;d to in the cablas, is that correct?

Mr. Hedgman. That's corract.

Mr, Wides. And in terms of placing that visit, is it
correct that you, your best bellaf is it was in the sacond weak
.& Saptember or thereabouts?

Mr. Hedgman. I would say thersabouts, but aqain, I have
tried to think, triad to pin down & date on this, and 1 cannot,
gir.

Mr. Wides. But you placs it in terms of --

Mr. Hadgman. I place it in terms of an apartmant which

TOP SECRET
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1 rented, and I beliaeve that I rented that apartmant in fairly

early Ssaptember,

Mr. Wides. And it was not too long aftar you had rantad

%

Phons (Rres 302) $45-8000

’it that this parscon cama?
Mr. Hedgman., Yes, yes.
Could we hold on?
Mr, widesi Yes.
Mr, Hedgman. Yeah. Yaah, Okay. I was remembaring anothpr
mseting in that apartmesnt, and I was able to ldentify, pin down
the time of that meeting, so --

Mr. Wides. Who was the messsnger who arrived?

- -

Mr. Hcdgman.;)Mr. Sidnay Gottlieb. !
i b

PRl | [P i

-5

i

Mr. Widss. And at that tima, you knew who he was?

-
r
-]

&t
&
4

¢

LY ]

Mr. Hedgman. I racognized him as an officar of the

£y

"Mr. Wides. By nama, or on-slte, or both?

Mr. Hedgman. On-sita.

Mr. Wides. And by name or not?

Mr. Hedgman. I do not recall whethér I knaw his nama,
1Ti suspact I did, but I cannot reafflrm that.
Mr. ¥Wides. Did you know what offica ha worked in, or did

hs have to tell you that?

4

Mr. Hadgman., I balleve that I knaw, but this waa not with

great certaintly, that he vorked Iin thae what was then callaed

410 Fuyt Sieeet, 3.8, vivnimpton, D.C 20002

TSD, Technical Ssrvices Division. I did not know what part of

TOP SECRET




Mr, Widas. Do you recall how he indicated to you that

he was the parson rafarred to in the cable wae have just

Fnone (Azea F0T] 3444000

d lscussed?

Mr. Hadgman. I cannot be absolutaly cartaln, but t
bslieve that he referrsd to ths fact that I had received a
messags and that he was the person concerned.

Mr. Wides. And did you mset him at the airport, or did

Mr., ladgman. No.

Mr. Wides. What ware the clrcumstances undsr which you

first mat?

‘J
@ :
)

HMr. Hedgman. It seems ridiculous, under the circumstancasl

that I cannot pin this down.

Mmamh o

{Pauga)

7 6

Mr. Wides. Can ws just first go through your reccllection

of being with him?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't remsmber whather he came to the
Embasey and asked to speak to me, whethar I met him as he came
‘out of the Pmbassy. It is concsivable that I tould have beun
told date snd time, placa, to meet him,

Mr. Wides. You don't recall --

My. Hedgman. I don't rucall.

Mr. Wides. -- making any arrangemants for his being

L10 Feut Sroewt, §.L . Wothngion, D ¢ 70003
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210 F.ear Siseet, 3.6, Wavmington, D L

Mr. Hadgman. No, I did not.

Mr, Wides. Do vou recall where he stayad while he was in
Laopoldville?

Mr. Hedgman. I bslieve he stayed only one night, I am
not sure of thqﬁ, and I think hs staysd at the hotel.

Mr, Widss. The main hotal in Leopoldvillae?

Mr. Hedgman. At the Memaling (?), if he could get a room.
Rooms ware hard to get. #He could concaivably have staysd at
my apartmant, {f he stavyad.

Mr, Wides. And your conversations with him all took place
' in ths apartment that you had recently ranted?

Mr, Hedgman. It tock placa in my paracnal apartment which
1 had rscently rented.

Mr, Wides. Off tha racord.

{Discussion off the record.)

Mr. Wides. <Could you tell us, starting from what you
remambor as the warlisst or the first discussions you had, in
substance what message ﬁ&:wcottliaggbrouqht you and tha

f“"_/
ensulng conversation?

-

I

Mr. Hedgman. It is my recollectiorn that he advised me,
or my instructions wers, to eliminate Lumumba.

Mr. Widea. By sliminate, do you mean assassinata?

Mr. Hedgman., Yes. 1 would say that was tha, that was
1w understanding of the primary means. 1 don't think {t was

probably limited to that, if there was some other way of doinq

TOP SECRET
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Mr., Wides. Of doing what?

Mr. Hedgman. Of removing him from a position of political
threat,

Mr. Wides. Was thers realistically any way in which he
was not a threat as long a8 ha ramained alive in the Congo?

Mr, Hadgman. ©Oh, yes. I think 1t‘he had basn arrestaed
@ somathing like that by the Congolese ﬁfficials, in my own
mind, that would have been, would hava achiaved ifg

-

Mr. Wides. And what did jnr. ﬁottliebgindicate with regard
to the possibility of physically eliminat;;q him?

Mr. tedgman., It was my undarstanding that that was
probably eaxpactad of ma.

Mr. Wides. VYas,

And what did he tall you with rugard to how that might be
accomplished?

Mr., Hedqman. Well, I think he -~ certainly., as you ars
avare, he brought some biological agsnts. I assums that that'?
the correct word. But in any case, poiscnous agents witﬁ him,
‘which he passad to me.

As I racall, he brought them with him, That's not
absolutaly certain, but qulte p?obabla, in my opinion, that he
hald hand~carrisd them,.

Mr. Daron. These were lethal biological substancea?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. That was my understanding, as a
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non-expert, lowaver, in thinking it over, I baslievs that Y --
there was -~ this was not & sine qua non that 1 employ this.
If{ thera ware anothar method, anothar way, it would have baan
ncceptablq.

It was also my recollaction, lat ms just try and think for
& momant here -- I can't remember whers ! was going. I had a
point I wanted to maka.

Well, if 1t comas back, I will think of it.

Mr., Dawson. Would it help you to have her raad back that
portion where you wure just tesélfyinq?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't think so.

Anyway, the blological substance, or specimens, what hava
you, I think it was up te my judgmant, and if thare warae a
bettesr way -~ certainly, tha point I now recall was in no way,
if I implemented thaese instructions, no way could it be traced
back to the United States. It had to be & way which could not
be traced back to the United States, eithsr to an American or
the United States government,

Mr. Wides., With ragard to the materisls, you sald {t is
your bast recollection that hs brought thum with him?

Mr. lHwdgman. 11 bslieve ha did.

Mr., Wides. Ywss.

Do you recall having a discussion with him ahout the
materials as to how tc use them and what traces thay would leave

and the lika?
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Mr. Hedgman. I recollact discussing uses of them,
Mr. Wides. Do you recall having the ~= wara thare also,

in addition to ths lethal agents themselves, reslatsd Pa&raphana 114
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such as a mask, or gloves, or a syringe?

Mr. Hedgman. It is my best recollection thsre Waras rubber

9loves, a mask and & syringa.

Mr, Wides. Is it your recollection that these did not
arriva bafors tr. Gottlieb cama} that is, you did not have
matarfala arriving at the Station and yoursaslf wondering what
they were all about prior to Mr., Gottliab's arrival?

Mr. Hledgman. That is corract. 1 do not balieve they

-~ -

came prior to 'Mr. Gdﬂtlieb‘a!qrrival.
e - e

Mr., Wides. Do you recall while you ware discussing this

©
v’

with him that you had in front of you some of the paraphenalia

&
o
‘g
<
£

g uch a3 the syringe, or the mask, or the gloves, that thay

| were there with you?
Mr, Hadgman. I believe we did,
Mr, Wides., And he was there for only one night?
Mr, Hadgman. That's my recollection, but that ias far
‘f rom sura, N |
Mr. Wides. Or ons or two nights?
Mr. Hedgman., Yas. It's far from -~ I -~ that's my

recollsction, but I would not wish to affirm that.

Mr. Wides. So elther he brought tham with him or they

810 Faaar Steene, S.0_ wavhengion, B .C. 20003

would have had to arrive sssenti{ally simultaneously with his
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visit in ordsr for you amd him to have had them assentlslly
with you while he was discussing them, 1is that right?

Hr. Hadgman. Yes, I beliave, as I stated, that he brought
tham with him or ~--

Mr. Widea. Or 1f they, if ha did not, that they would
have arrivaed whila ﬁa was there? In othsr words, &re you mors
cartain that they ware there at tha time you had the discussions
with him -~

Mr. Hedgman. Yas.

Mr. Widaes. ;~ than ycu ars that ha brought them, gvan
though it i3 your bast beliuf that hes did?

Mr. Hodgman. I baliave he brought thaem,

Mr., Dawson. Do you recall his giving fou any inotrucéions
on their handling, ths reason that you had rubbar glovas?

Mr. Hedgman. Yaes, I racollect that I told him that I
didn't know anything about ths handling of such things,

Mr. Dawson. And do you recall what he told you about

Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't really.

Mr, Dawson. Did hae say to yoﬁ that in order to handle
this substance you had to have the .rubber glovas on?

Mr, Headgman. That's an assumption I have mads as a resuly
d my reccllection that there wers rubber gloves. But I cannot

he sure.

Mr, Wides. Let me go back to the statement that you madae
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that there was more than ona agent.

Do you racall de!inita;y that there was mors than one?

Mr. Hedgman. That is my recollsction, yss, sir,

Mr. Wides. Now, do you mean by that there w&3s moras than
onae dossgs, Or mors than one vial or pill of the sama kindg of
lsthal agent, or that thera wers several differsnt kinds?

Mr. Hedgman., I bslieve thers wars twoc or more lathal
agants, typss of lethal agants.

Mr. Widaa. Do you recall him mentioning the word
botuliam at all? Does that ring a bell?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot ba cartain of thet.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall -=-

Mr. Hadgman. I think that {t is possible, but I cannct

be cartain.
Mr., Wides. Doss 1t ring some sort of a bell?
Mr. Hedgman. Dotulism rings a ball, but I am pnot -- I

know what It is, therefore it is, thare ls an Aqatha Christa

i
3

| murdar mystery based on it, or something lika that.
l Mr. Wides. Do you recall whather aoma of them ware
E'poisﬁns in the nature of cyanids ard the lika, or whathar thuy
wulws all reprusented to be blological agents; that is, a virus
or a deadly garm of some sort?

Mr., Hadgman. I ballave thay ware biological agsnts.

Mr., Wides. Do you recall whethar any were referred to as

a virua?

 TOP SECRET




Fagne [Ares 20T) 2444000

o*
>
o
a3
a
8
&

Viea

f

410 Forsr Sereer, 3L warnglon D.C. 20003

TOP SECRET

Mr. Hedgman. No, I do not, sir. I don't know. Thare
may have besn.

Mr. Widaes. Sincs there‘wara differeﬁt types., I would
infer or assuma that thare was soma discussion &3 to why you
might use one or the other in the first attempt?

Mr., Hedgman. I baliave --

Mr, Wides, What can you recall of that?

Mr. ledgman. I ballasve that I asked or raisad the point,
and again, I cannot confirm this with absoluta certainty, but
I believe ! ralsed the point that polsons laft traces in the
human body, which could ba found on autopny, and that I baliavae
that I was assured that these agents, ['m going to refer to them
as that bascauss I don't kanow the correct term, terminology --

Mr. Wides. Lethal, thesa aras lethal agants?

Mr. nedgman_. Lathal agents, would bae normal traces foun
in peoplu that dia of cartain dissasas,

Mr. Wides. And this would have besn with reqard to all
of them or only onae of thom?

Mr. Hedgman. That's why I hesltated on the botulism,
‘because that would fit, of couraa.

Mr. Wides. Was this assurance glven in regard to all of
them, or one in particulear?

“ Mr. Hedgman., 1 cannot be absolutaely cartain of that.
telievae all of them, bue I -~

Mr. Wides., Well, wouldn't you have asked which ona vou

TOP SECRET
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should uss, or whather thare was any different among them in

tarms of preference from tha point of viaw of effesctivensss or

ease of use, or would you have just besn left essentially clesing
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your eyes and picking ona? Wouldn'‘t you have had some discus-
slon?

Mr. Hadgman. I would think so. But I cannot -~ don't
balisve T can pln this down.

Mr, Wides. Do you rcc;ll any discussion wlthjg;. Gottlieb)
a8 to differencas in the method of administration., prafarrad ”

mathoed of administration?

Mr, Hedgman. 1 remambar thare was a referancs to putting

\

one of tham in possibly toothpasts which would bs ussd,

a
wand A Pawy

Mr. Wides. liow would that he accomplishad, with a

-

syringe, or =--

Mr. Hedgman. 1 don't remsmber. I think 80.

Mr, Wides. Do you racall abaci!ically that three was a
syringe 4s part of the equipment?

Hr, Hedgman., I belleve thure was, but I surs wouldn't

8 take my life on it. But 1f I said I helieve thera was a

t30)

€~Syrinqa, that's my Eacolluctiop.

Mr, Wides. HNow, just to go back for a moment, you said
before that he salid that your instructions ware if possible to
sliminate Lumumba, and that you thought that ons possible way

or the way he was particularly addrassing was in tha senss of

410 Feett Stepet, 5.0, Wathinmon, D €

assaassination?
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Mr. Nadgman. That'’s corract.

Mr. Wides. I take {t that once you started discussing
thuse lethal agents, thers was no doubt In your mind that tha
kind of elimination he was thaerae particularly to discuss was
killing Lumumba?

Mr. Hadgman. Thare was pno doubt in my mind that this was
one of the way, and probably what thsy thought was the only way
that would work. But as the Chief of Station, I still, aven
though a junior Chlief of Station, T had a cartain amount of
frasdom of choica, 1 falt, at the tims.

In other words, particularly sinca tha amphasis was that
it could not be traced back to tha U.S. goveranmant Or ths
United States.

Mr, Widea, Did you see ==

I'm sorry.

Mr, Baron. The purpose of dasigning a lethal aadent that

i
{

i left ths traces of a normal disease rather than & poleson was

‘d exactly that, wasa't it?

Mr., ltadgman. Yes, I would assume 8o,
Mr. Baron. To avold ==
Mr. Hedgman., It Boema to me that was ons of the points

that came out.

Mr. Baron. To avoid attribution to the United States?
Mr. Hadgman. To avold attribution, really.

Mr, Wides. Did you sea any of ths paraphenalia, do you

TOP SECRET
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recall, that 1s apart from just & package that was nevVer opaned,
did you evar at that time, 4fid ybuzua a mask or gloves?

Mr. Hedgman., It is my racollection that I did, but T
cannot be absolutely cartain of that.

Mr. Daron. Was this a surgical gauze mask?

Mr. Hadgman. It i{s my recéllaction, f hava that racollac-
tion, and yet I could not -~ 1 am baing asked to swear to this,
of course, and I swear that it is my recollection.

Mr. Wides. Do you racall that thes matarlsls ware in 11qu1§
térm, in a vial or bottla, or --

Mr. Hedgman. I do not raucall, sir.

Mr. Wides. But I assume, Lf your hast racollsction is
there was discussion of a syringe, 'that presumably {t was in
liquid form?

Mr. Hedgman. I would assume 80.

Mr. Widas, Or something that would bs turned into a
Iiquid.

Mr. Hedgman. I would asaume asc, but I honestly cannot
tsll you what form thay were in.

Mr, Wides. And your bast rgcollection was thara wareg two
or thres or more?

Mr. Hodgman. Yas, two ¢r threa.

My, Widus. Dld(p;. Céét}ia%{indiéatu to you, waa there

any refurence to tha prior use or attemptad use of thess aqents

for the sams purpose of assassination, to his knowledga, by the

TOP S!ECRET
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Agency? .

Mr. Hedgman. To my racollection, ha did not refer to
pPast use or kXnowledge of such,

Mr. Wides. Did he refar to any prospactive or posaible
uss elsswhore in ths world?

Mr. Hedgman. HNot to my racollaction., I don't helleva ha

It would not hava basn normal for him to dlacuss ¢that with

Mr, Wides. Do you rucall, by any chancs, the name of

Castro coming up in the course of thias?

Mr. Hadgman. Almost cartainly it did not.

Mr. Wides. Now, with ragard to ths possibility of other
maang, first wlth regard to the possibility of othar msans of
k i1ling Lunumba, did vyou Qiacuss with him any othar ways of
arranging Lumumba‘s d;athiothar than using these lethal agaents,
such a8 shooting, or =--

Mr. Hedgman. I think I may well have sugqgestad that as
a possiblility, shooting. l

My, Wides. Did vou éiscuss with him sgpecific athar ways

) \
‘of tryiny to eliminates him as o political threat, or is {t
simply your assumption thaf 1f you had found soma other way,

that might have baen an a1£arnat1Vu option for you?

Mr. Hedgman. Would you rephrase that question, or repsat
1

+

Mr. Wides, YOu sald'that your understanding was that

TOP SECRET
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your instructions ware to aliminats Lumumba, and that one way
of doing=t§is. which was discussed in concrate form, and which
Yyou wers glven the means for, was killing him or arranging his
death, but that that was only ona possihility.-

Did|you discuss, in fact, with?éf. Gottligﬁ};ny other ways
of sliminating Lumumba, non-lethal ways?

Mr, |lledgman. I may well -~ non-lsthal ways?

Mr. Widea. Yes.

Mr. lHedgman. I cannot recall with cartainty on that., It
ls my recollection that ha was, eithar was or was vary shortly
thersafter| under the protection of ths United YNatlona in ths
Primu Minister's combination residence and offica. Certainly
he was thares after 14 Septembher.

Mr. Baron. Just to clarify chis, the means of -~

Mr. Hadgman. 1960.

Mr. Wides. Let him finish the answer. T don't know {f
that {s fully responsiva.

What is your best racollection &3 to whether you did or

414 not discusas any other way of eliminating Lumumba other than

\"asmassination?

tr., Hledgman. I cannot glive you assurance. [ hava
trisd to qgo |back in my mind on that.
Mr. Widea. You can't recall ona way or tha othar?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot recall ona way or the other for

certainty. I know that it -- somewhsra along the line in thare,

TOP SECRET
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you would take as the Station Chiecf, T taka it all you discus-
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I thought of shooting &s a possibility, but whather I discusaad
. - ’
1t with Dr. Gottlieb,.I am not sura.

e

Mrv Wides. Well, I understand that is & possihiligy tﬁat
you discugssed othur msans of arranglng his geath, or You may
hava discussed other msans of arranging his death =--

Mr. ladgman. I may have.

Mr, Wides. ~- than use of agents, but asarlisr vou said
you considared your instruction to be aliminating him, and that
one posaibllity was through his death, but there were other
possibilities. And I am asking you now whether you recall
discuasing any non-lethal ways to sliminate him as a political
thraat with[%r. Gcttliféfin connagtion with your instructions?

Mr. lledgman. I cannot ba cartain that T did, afe,

Thers obviously was the possibility that his Congoless political
enemiss would gain control of him in some manner, get him i{n
thair, under their control, in which case ha would have been
neutralized.

Mr. Wides, But in regard to your instructions to do what‘

you could to eliminate the thraat, with ragard to action that

sad with Dr. Gottlieb ware means of arranging his death from thJ
point of view of what you could do?
Mr. lladgman. I cannot affirm thaet,

Mr. Wides. But you don't recall discussing anything

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman. Ho.
Mr. Wides. Now, what was your firat rsaction when[br.

] .

Gottlie?;iwhan ft first- becama clsaf to you what[&%. Gottliab/
was discussing with you in regard to --

Off the raecord.

{biscussion off the raecord.}

Mr., Wldes. Back on tha racord.

What was that last quastion?

{The Raporter raad back tha last question.}
Mr., Wides., «- sfforts to kill Patrice Lumumba?
Mr. Hedgman. I would say great surprise. I don't know
whethur shock would be th; word. It's a Jittle hard to recollact
one's emotions, but {t was an emotional, an emotional reactlion,
I think.

Mr. Wides. ©Did you raise with him the question of
authorization of such instructions to you?

Mr. iledgman. Yes, I dld. That's my quite strong recol-

1ection, that 1 did,

Mr, Wides. What do you recall in wvisenca was what you

.said to him?
A%
Mr. Hedgman. In essance, T think I must hava, and again
ghis is, I am guessing as to what my wordlng was, must have

pointed ocut that this was not a common or uszual Ajgdncy tactic,

and I may have probably said that I navar haard of it haing

TOP SECRET
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the Agency had I sver heard any refersnces to such, in my,
recollsction at least, such mathods., And it is my recollesction

1 asked on whose authority these Instructions wera issusd.

Fgae {Roos FOT] $24-SO0DQ

Mr., Wides. And what did Mr. Gottlieh reply?

Mr. Hedgman. Tt is my racollacticn that he idsntified
the Presidsnt, and I cannot =~ ths Prasident of the United
Statas -~ and I canncot recall whather he sald “"the President,”
or whether he identified him by nama.

Mr, Wides, Dut it is your best rescollection that ha said
somathing mores specific than highest authority, that is, the
Prasfdent, or the White lHouse, or President Eisanhower?

Mr. Hedgman. I want to get this ona right, because I

realize it's important.
Mr. Wides. Let's start, excusas me, let’s start with tha

most basic guestion.

Is it your recollection that he clearly told you it was
an authority highar than tha Di;cctoy_of tha CIA?

Mr, Hadgman. I'm not sure that ha put ié that way. As
I said, I pelieve --

Mr. Wides. But I don't mean that hs usad those words,
but is {t Ccluar -~

Mr. ledgman. That was my undaratanding, that it --

Wides. That i3 was highar than the Director?

Hudqmanﬁ Yes.

AL T ont Sreeet, 3.8 Washengron, D L. 70002

Widus. Can you recall whether he sald “"the Prasident”
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or "Prasidsnt Elsenhowur?”

Mr. Hedgman. 1 cannot recall whether he just said, whathest
he said "the Prasident” or whether he said "President Eisenhow-
er.”

Mr. Wides. Dut it was onw of those two, is your baest
recollaction?

Mr, Hadgman., I would say almost certainly, but not -
in othsr words, I am at ahout the second level of affirmation
hers.

Mr. Widea. If not that specific ~-

Mr. Hadgman. It was my understanding 4t was ths
Prusident, yss.

Mr. Widea. And did he also, apart from what you would
have inferred would be implied by that, 444 hs alsoc say in any
way somsthing that referred to it belng approved by the Director
of the Agency?

Mr, jladgman. T have tried to go pack in my wind on that,
and 1 think, I baslisve-~ but again now, this one, it's pretty

loose in my mind -~ i¢ was somsthing to the sffect that the

‘Prusident had instructed the Director.

Mr. Wides. Your undsratanding then was that theus
instructions wara ilnstrfuctions coming to you from the offlce
of the Presidant?

Mr. Hedgman. Thet's corrsct,

Mr. Widses. Or that he had instructed tha Agency, and they

TOP SECRET




ware passed on to you?
Mr. Hedgman. That's right.

Mr. Dawson. You are not the lsast unclear whether or
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not you cama awara with & vary ciear impressicn that the Presi-
dent’'s name had bsan invokaed in some taaﬁlon?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. I cama =-- certainly that is my
recollsction.

Mr. Dawson. You have no doubt about that?

Mr. Wides. At the time?

Mr., Haeadgman. At the tima I certainly felt that I was

instructions from the Presidsnt, vas.

Mr. Wides., All right.

Mr. Dawson, You ware less certain as to whsther or not
tha Diractor of Central Intelligence’s name was invoked as
authority?

Mr. Hedgman. Bacause the other ons seemed higher, and --

Myr. Dawson. Okay.

Mr. Hedgman, And I think in my own mind I could not

imagins the Agency taking such action without clearing it with

the Presidant.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall asking somsthing to the effect

of whera did this brilliant idea come from, or who had such a

ikilliant idspa?

|

|
{ Mr. lisdqman. I think I made a commant like that

AEG Frest Wtrart, 5K, Moamingion, B.C. 2000)

yasterday, but I am pot sure those ware my words at all. I thin




I was -~ I was being a bit facetlous {n that sense yesterday
when I said that, but, I mean, I think I asked why, who.

Mr. Wides. And your bast recollection then is ha said in

Phong (ArEs 30T A -GDOL

{laffuct, the President, that i3, he sald elthar the President or
| President Eissnhower has 1n3£ruc£ed or told the Director that
!ithis is what 18 wanted?

Mr. Hadgman. I think he salid told the Dirasctor. This is
1 mzan, aftar all, the Praesident would not pick up the phone
and dlalg@?. Gottlieé}und say, hey, I'va got & litctls job for

—

you.

Mr, Dawson. Though it may be an assumption on your

part -=

Mr. Hedgman. That's right. T am ~~ yas.

wawD b PAUL

Mr,' Dawson. But you are claear as far as ths Prasident
has told you to do thia?

Mr. Hedgman. Gantlamen, after fifteen years [ cannot be

|

{100 parcent certain, but I hava always, since that date, had

|

the impression in my mind that theﬂe>6rdurﬂ had come foom the

Proaldent.

#r, Widaeas. And your imprasssion, vour racollectlon is at
A

(- |
that tima, after your discusaion with!D:. Gottlleh, that you then,

L—

i
i
)

I

.i!ct that time, had the very clear impression that thess were

i

+
iginstructions from the President?

+
t

:
:] Mr, lledgmen. Yes, sir.

FI0 Foont Bareet, 5 £ Wavnagion D E JOO0D

Mr. Baron. In your mind, is it mora likely that Gottlieb
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used the words "the Prssidant® or "Presldent Eisenhower® than

it is that ha used somes wuphemism?

Is that correct?

Mr. Hledgman. I balleve that {s so.

Mr. Wides. That is your bsast racollection?

Mr. Hadgman. That is my bast racellaction.

Mr. Wides. With regard to what you undarstood your
instructions to ba, is it a falr summary to say that your
iustructions wera to detarmine in what way you could uge these
agents, with the possihbility that ydu might think of a beattar
way in your mind, but that {f you could use thase &gents to
asgassinate Lumumba in a way which would not {rplicate ths
United Status, that you wers under instructions to do so?

Mr. Hedgman. I would qualify that slightly. 1 would
qualify it in that in operations normally you naever use greater

force or greater seffort than is necessary to accomplish the

purpose. 1 would think, and I think ; thought at the time, that]
if there we;e soma way that ha could be ramoved from a posfition
of power and threat which we, most of us thought was a threat
‘tc the Unlted States by him, that that would have bssn satis-
factory.

Howavar, it was clear that peonle wera thinking in terms
of his physical removal by the squipment 1 was givan, tha
agents, the lethal aqunts which were gilven to me.

Mr., Wides, Wall, ware you not imprussad with the fact

TOP SECRET




YT
CA DS,

TIPS

TOP SECRET

that somaons in the Agsncy had 1llterally arrived at your door-
Btep with lethal means and indicated that the Presi{dent had

instructed the Agency to direct Lumumba's removal, and that it

Bongne (Area FOT) 544 400G

was in that connection that he was arriving with these lethsl
Mmuans?
Hadgman. Oh, ves.
Mr. Widas., Well, I take it -~
HMr. Hadgman. This was not a common OCCUrrencCe.
Mr. Wides. I take it you thought y&u had aqthority to
usu them, and that had you dons sc the next day, or vary shortly

thareaftaerwarda, that that was clearly within the authority

, that -~ well, off the record.

‘%

Fhoask,

an
"D & B

{Discussion off tha rucord.)}

ba

Mr, Wides. Subsaquant to your discussion withjbg.

Gottlieb: did you seek confirmation of the Instructions that
p

he had given you by further communications with ths Agency?

Mr, Hedgman. In my recollection that I sent & massaqe,

"
whether 1 identified fottliub?by name or not, I do not recall,

I but that I asked for some form of confirmation that he was the

%

1 proper messenger and that his {nstructions were --

i
K
!

OO §

Mr. Widus, Correct?
Mr, Haedgman. Were corruact.
My, Wides., ©0id vou receive a raesoonss to that message?

Mr. Hedyman. 1 ~- hefore T continuas, I would say that

230 Fewt Steeet, 5.0 Mratingion, O C

this is8 tha best of my rucolluction that I sent such a messaqe.
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Mr. Widss. Yass. Wall, sxcuse ms, 4id you --
Mr., Hedgman. I cannot, I cannot affirm absclutely and
pogitivaly, but T have a racollaction that I sent such a

messags.

ey {Brss TOT) H48-HO0OG

Mr. Wides. Do you have a fairly strong recollaection that

aftar speaking te}Gottliab:kbncausa it involved such a momantous
: 0

{iz2sue, that vou fult in nead of asome furthar guidance or
confirmation?

Mr. ledgman. Yss. I wasa worried about lt.

Mr. Widas. And the most likealy course for you to hava
taken would have bean to ssek conflrmation hy cable? I teake
it you don't recall any ruquast in & facs to face exchange with

any Agancy parscn for confirmation?

Mr. Hedgman. That's corrsct. Thsre was no {ace to face,

4
3
4

_6
@
-]
«
<
13

other than my discussions with]hr. Gottliab:r
Mr. Wides. And your reccllsction, although you are not
certain, is you sent a cable sesking confilrmacion?

Mr., Hedgman. That's correct.

Mr. Wides. Do you have a racollection of receiving a

B0 ¥

 response to that?

Mr. ledgman. Again, & recollsction, but I besliave I
recuived a reply which I Intarpretted to mean yes, that he was
the messunger and his inatructions were, wers legal inntructions
in the sense of balng -- legal, of coursae, would not he a

correct -=

£30 Tt Stover, 4.6, Wahegtan 0.
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Mr., Wides. Duly authorized?

Mr, Hedgman, Duly authorizad.

Mr., Wides. Now, after you received them, at laeast after

Prong |Arse 202) 484 4000

you recaived that confirmation, is it correct thsat you felt you
had the asuthority thenceforth to use thess lethal agants to
assassinate Lumumba &nd that had you done 80 any time thareafter
§it would have been within tha authority of your instructions?

Mr. Hedgman., I think so, but it is possible, and I cannot
I have thought about this a good dsal last night., It is possi-
ble that the instructiona may have baen that I wae to axplore
thetae whara available, but I was to geé final confirmation
before ~- I cannot bs 100 percant sure.

Mr; Wides. Ars you raising that as a possibllity without I

any recollection of that at all? 1Is that what you are doing

4
3
£l
‘e
&
.8
a
«
L3

in regard to this last statement?

Mr. Hedgman., Yes, I supposs that’s it, I don’t have a
o
ffirm recollectlon.

” Mr. Wides. You don’'t have any?
1

GO0 3

i Mr. ledgman. I have tried to determine in my own mind
i
E.

t'whegthar I had an absolute f{eﬁ hand at that time.
Mr. Wides, Wwell, let's take it one stup at a tims.

Do you have any racollsction of any massage during

)

- -
§Gottiieb‘fjdiscusslcn with you or thereafter in effact putting a

- !
| hold, having a sort of & go, no-go, hold on your usas of the

|

poisons? Do you have any rucollection of that?

TOP SECRET
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I do not, but may I add thers,

Mr, NHedgman. I know that

I sent meveral mesaaqges about potential access.

Mr. Wides. Yeas.

Mr. Which makes me think

Hadgman.

Mr. Baron. Potential access to Lumumba?

Mr. Hedgman. Ywus, which makes ma think I waa parhaps

supposed to clear 1t.
Could thosa also simply have been prograss

Mr. Wides.

reporta, aven if there was no hold?

Mr. Hedgmen., That’s possibla, yves.

Mr. Wides. And do you have a racollsction, although not
& claar ons, that in fact you thought it was up to you at that
point and that you could go, {f you thouqht the situation was
correct?

Mr. Hedgman. If I had to decide between those two things,

§ confirm that,

l-of thinking thera was a hold?

1 think I probably thought I had it, but I cannot absolutely

sir.

tion that you thought you had lt, and you have no recollection

You simply cannot be, you ars

not absolutely certain that you thought you had a go -.ahead,

is that a fair summary of your testimony?

Mr, Hedgman. Yes, 1 think that would by corract.

Mr. Wides, Now, do you raecell, and I am coming back to

the mudsagus in a moment, do you racall somstims in the

TOP SECRET
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beginning of Octobar, when uiﬂg. Justin O‘Dennall-arrivedlat

the Station?

Mr., Hedgman. I don't racall the ¢time, but it was parhaps,

it would hava bwrun abouE that tima.

g,

Mr, Wideus., Was it several weuks afterinr. Gottlieb'ﬁ

arrival?

Mr, Hedgman. I cannot put a timeframe within wesks on it.

I would have guusssd vas.

Mr. Wides. Was it claarly after Er. Gottlieh?

Mr. Hedgman., Yes.

Mr. Wides. 1 beslieva you indicated to us in preliminary
| aincuasions that you had soms intimation or anticipation that
his arrival -- strike that.

Am I corract that you had some knowledge he was going to
arrive bafore ha appsared; that {s, by nama you knaw that he
was coming to th; Station bafore ha actually physically got
thera?

Mr. Hedgman. I believe that is corract.

Mr. Wides, And I belisve you indicated yustsrday in
_preliminary discussions with us that in anticipating his
arrival, you had soms impression that ha was to aid in the
removal or the elimination of Lumumba, is that corruct?

Mr. Hedgman. I don‘t baliave == I may have misstated
nysoif if 1 said that yesterday. I think {t was more when he

arrived that [ was advised of that.

TOP SECRET
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Mr, Widews. I sen.

Mr. lladgman. Thare may hava been a messags in ¢that

channel indicating that he was arriving, which would have mads
ma think that he was related with it. I cannot be cartain.
Mr. Wides. Do you recall indicating to us yustarday

that whaen he arrived initially ons thought you had was that

ﬂ parhaps you ware going to be replaced as Statlon Chief, in your
first job as Station Chief, because You had bewsn dragging your
foat, or not acting expsditiously anough on Lumumba?

Mr. Hadgman., I recall saying that vesterday.

‘Mr. Wides. What is your recolluction today?

Mr. Hadgman., Put {t -- may I qgo off the rescord a moment?

HMr, Wides. VYes.

{Discussion off the raecord.}

Mr. Wides. Let's go back cn the record.

Let ma phrase the question this way, Mr. Hsdgman: when
Mr. O'Donnell arrived, I take {t as a somewhat junlor Station
Chiuf, and in your first job as a Station Chief, that you
considersad whether thers was dissatisfaction with your handling
}of the job, or the nesd for mors experienced perscnnel thers,
j is that correct?
Mr. Hedgman. I think that i{s possibly true.
§ Mr. Widea. How, do you recall whether ons of the

thoughts that waent through your mind was that parhaps thse

¢

Headquarters was, tha Agency was dissatisfied with foot-draqqinni

TOP SECRET
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or the lack of action on your part in implementing [Dr. Gottlieb's
instructions? Was that ona of the thoughts that went through

your mind as ..far as you can racall?

Popne {Aros FO7T S44-SS0%

Mr., Hedgman. I cannot say that with certainty now. It
is very possaible.

Mr. Wides. Do you have any rscollection that that went
through your mind even if you can't bs certain?

Mr. Hedgman. To repeat, that hs --

Mr, Wides. That you thought -~

Mr. Hedgman. That I thought that they were dissatisfied
with my handling of that?

Mr. Wides. Decause you had not yeéet eliminated Lumumba
or taken further steps to do so?

Mr. Hedgman. I just can't, I just would like to hack off
that ones buscause ; capnot be certain. I knew that obviously
they bad sent a man who had much more sxperiencs than I, and
yet it was clear that hs was working - for me, bacause [ was
not relioved as Chief of Station. Thay would ﬁever hava sant

him there under me and then switched the positions.

Q0T )

by

Mr. Widus. DPrior to his coming -- to raturn now to the
period when you sent the conflirmation, request for confirmation r-
do you racall slugging lt back through a particular channsl?

Mr. Nadgman. There was soma special channel, and I --

bucause it was handlad differantly than sny other normal

£ Foest Suiees, b Worhergion, B €

mussagu. For example, it was not put on a reqular cable form,
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which, you know, you have several copies for your varfious

filas. And it was my racollection that I personally carried

tha massagse to the communicator to encrypt, and that was wordad
{

b

Bngog (Regs POTT H44-4000

' {n a double-talk way that even the communicator would not
necessarily know what it was about,

Mr. Wides. If your communication to tha Headquarters and
thair communication back wera in somewhat ambiquous tarms,
particularly your question, such as {s the person, ls this
person the massenger, and are his instructions accurate, and
if tha reply was essaentially yes to both quastiona, how would

that have sssursd you that his lnvocation of Prgsidantial

authority was accuratu, or sven his lnvocation of the authority

huw

|
!
tof the Diractor was accurate without your indlcating in your
]
!

»
wARD b P

]
i
¢ cable in some way what the instructions were?

Mr. Hedgman. I suppose that -~ I doubt that I would have

o

| indicated in the cable the authority clited bucause of tha

| nature of the Instructions. Perhaps 1 was much more naive then
1" N B

i
i than many of us are now, but I assumed when I raceived instruc-

f

ﬂ tions that they cams, they were duly authorizsd inatructlons.
L :

|{'
4

OO0 P

i

It was clear that the man -~ I had recef{vad the massade
i

J that somecns was going to contact ms with instructions, which
was most unususl. I mean, why waren't thay sent in writing,

in othar words, by cabla or by dispatch. And it arrived, and

it arrived, a man whom I recoqnized as an AGancy officer, and

410 Tt Steeet, BE, tvnihoagion, DO

he gave me instructions. 1T waent back through this vary spucial
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channle and said, you know, I don't rememhar how I worded it
it was a doubletalk thing, but 1 cams away, I wae convipced that
yas, it was right.

|

if those instructions emanated from tha President. but I, I took

Now, there is no way I could know or ba absolutely certain

this perhaps as an act of falth,

Mr. Widaes, 1 understand.

When you wuera diacussing withi&r. Cott;i:éldurinq his stay
of a day, psrhaps ona or two days, ;hat ealsa can you racall was
discussed by ths two of you?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't have a recollesctlon. { probably
wanted to know about where my various friends were and what was
happuening and the sort of gossip that goss around.

Mr, Wides. Do you recall any dilscussion as to whether
Mr., Bissell was witting of this particular mission or instruc-
tion?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot be cprtain of that. [ think I

would have assumed.

|

Mr. Wides. Not baing certain, what is your bast racollac-

as to whether his name came up in ragard to the instructionm?

[

Mr. Hudgman. I have no racollection whathesr his namae

up. Cerzainly I would have assumed that he would hava
involved, and it is sntirely possible that his name didn't
up.

Mr, Wides. Do you recall any othsr names coming up beside

i
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mking a major affort to sscure a bridgehead, to taks over one

TOP SECRET

the reference to the Whits House and possibly the expraas

referunca to ths Dirsctor, possibly?

Mr. Hedgman, I don‘t belliave so.
Mr. Widsa. Do you rscall Mr. Twaedy's name coming wpf?
Mr. Hadgman., No, I do not. But it is entirely possibls
that it did, in that he was my direct chisf.
Mr. Wides. Do you recall any othar aspsctas of the
4 iscussion, whether rslated to the mission or not, in reqard to

" what his job was, what he was doling at thet tims, your problaems

U
in the Congo, or Mr. Lumumba‘s particular threat?

Mr. Hedgman. I probably dizcussed with him what I saw to
be & vary sevara threat, saerious threat, 1 should say, to

U.S. poaition dn Africa. It was my belief that the Soviets wure

f
S
|
!
;

of the two or three largest, and potentially richest countries

in Africa.

]
]
i Hr., Wides. Do you recall anything reqarding any diacusslc

; regarding access that you then had? Now, 1 am raferring to your

" ) .
h discussions with{Dr. Gottliebiin the way of agonts you mighe

?’USu who might ba able to prevent attributiqn to Amerlcan and
|
% 8o forth?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 have a8 recolluction, 1 have a rescollaection
that I cited onw agent’s name, or perhaps not name, hut
i
E described him as a parscn who would have accass.

Mr., Wides, To Lumumba directly?

TOP SECRET
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My, Hedgman. To probably have accass to -- certainly
would have agcwess to Lumumba, and might be able to use such
agents.

Mr. Wides. Was there any discussion of instructing this

|

agent how onw would go about instructing the agent to use the

lethal agents butween yourself nnd‘gr. Gottlieb?

Mr. Hedgman. Probably, but I cannot be sures of that,

because I would =~ I know I did not know how to uss them, 80
I must have asked how to0 use thsm,

Mr. Widss. Do you racall subsequent to your =- lat me
go bsck,

How would you characterize, or {f you can remamber the

substance of what you sald, what was your rasponse €0 Nr.:t

'LFOttliub having been given these instructions, having been taken
somewhat aback, according to your testimony, having asked about
authority and having been assured that it cams from the White

lipuse, what was the essence of the responas that you an&Ei»f

ibottlic?}that ha would have beought back to Headguarters himself?

Mr. lledgman. I think that it was that I would sxplore,

"and agaln I-amvsayinq 1 think, that I would explere this,

Mr. Wides, Did vou give him any indication that you would
not carry out the instructions?

Mr. Hwdgman, No, I don't believe I sald that. But I

believe I pointed out that it was ~-- it would be extramely

difficult to carry out thuse instructions, mesting the criteria

TOP SECRET
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that we could no way be traced back to the Unitad 3tatas.

Mr. Wides. Would it be a fair summary that he laft tha

maoting -~ well, you can't testify for him == that it would

Bngng {Asas 2021 9846500

have beaan reasonable for him to lasave the meating with the

impression that you would, if posasible, carry out those

instructionaé

Mr. Hedgman. X couldn't speculats aa to whsthar he thought
I would or not, ‘

Mr. Wides, BRut would that have bssn a falr impraession
for him to take away from your commanta?

Mr. Hadgman. 1 think it would ba & falr impression that

he would take away the thouuht that I was goina to look {nto

-

it and try and fiqure if thuare was a way, but 1 do remembar --

&
kd
4
[3
L
a
L]
<
B

I shouldn't say rememher -- I beliavae I stressad tﬁa difticulry
of trying to carry out such &n oparation: ’

Mr. Wides. But since he had given you inatructions that
the President wanted this, would it have been falr for him to
icarry away from your convarsation fhe understﬁndinq that if
iyou thought it could bes done, if you found & way, that it would
'“thun go forward, you would then go forward?

Mr. Hedyman. Yeas.

As I said earlier, I cannot be certain that I =-- that

he would have gone away with the ideaz that I would immediately

| do it, or that I would swsk furthsr authorization.
i

210 Farne Steaet, § €. Wachungron, B K FOO0S

Mr. Wides. Now, subsequant to the sending of the reguest
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I' drawer of my safa, te which I had access.
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for confirmation, and the receipt of ths cabls which you have

& recollesction of, both confirming the Iinstructions, what

furthar staps did you take in the Congo, and what further

communications did you have with Hsadquarters raegardlng the

misalon?
Lat's take that one step &t & tima.

What further steps did you take prior to Mr. G'Donnqli;

{
c oming?

Mr. Hedgman. I baliava that I queried the agemt who hed
access to Lumumba, &nd his entourags, in detall about just what
thet access, what access he actually had, as opposed to spuakinﬂ
to people. In other words, did he have accuss to the bathroon,
did he have access to the kitchen, things of that sort,

I have a recollection of having queried him on that withont.

gpaclifying why I wantsd to know this.

Mr. Widssz. Dld you take any other staps to f{ind out the

pattern of Patrice Lumumba's activities as they might relate
to attempting to put thesy lethal aéents into food or toothpaste?
Mr., Hadgman. That's what I, in essence, 1 think what I
‘was doling there was -- but without\apccifyinq why.
Mr- Wides. Did you recall any othar steps? What did you
do with the materials themselves?

Mr. lledgman. As I racall, I placed them i{n thea bhottom

Mr. .Wides. No one else had the comhination, or did anyonu

TOP SECRET
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wlss have the combination to the safe?

Mr. lHedgwan. Yas, I believe my secratary had tha
combination.

Mr. RBaron. DIid you discuss this with vour secratary?

Mr. Hedgman. I most certainly did not.

Mr. Widses. Was she in the habit of occasionally opening
the safe rather than yoursalf?

Mr, Hadgman. Yas.

Mr. Wides. What would hava happened, or what d}d you
anticipate would happen, if ahe hard openad the safe and sean
thase packagas?

Mr. Hedgman, Well, I belleve they wersa probably wrapped
or swalad in an anvelops or papar marked probably =-- 1 put that.
and this i3 again probably -~ Eyes Only, so for myself --

Mr. Widas. You dldn’'¢ fesl it necessary torindicata to
her that there w;re soms packages here and I don‘t want you to
owen them or to look at them?

Mr. lledgman. If I swaled it and put Fyes Only on it,
she would not havae.

Mr. wid%s. nDid you send subsequent cables back or have
further communication with Haadquarters after the requast for
conflrmation?

Mr. Hadgman. Yes. It i3 my recollection I sent asvaral,
two or thrss, somathing like that.

Mr. Wides. What was the suhstance of each of thosae?

TOP SECRET
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Hedgman. I cannot give you the substance, I beliave

in the nature of progress reports.

Wides. With regard to your f£inding an access?

FRang {Aras 2G0T S84 5200

lladgman. Yas,

Wides. Do you racall any cables back from Headquarters
first one indicating the affirmation?

Mr. Hadgman, I belleve there was. 1f I had to bet money
on this ons, I would say, I would bet on the fact that thera
was st least ons Or two mors back to ma.

Mr. Wides. What {8 your bhest racocllection &s to'the
nature of those?

Mr. uudqpan. I don't really hava a racollection.

rucall. that there was ons more, than one cable, more than

‘J
3
b

By
L]

K]
.
<
£

two cables, the ons saying that thaere 1s thea man coming, and
thare was tha one which I recall saying yes, that's righﬁ.

and you are to follow out his instructions or his instructions

1
%}aru duly issued or something to the affect. And I believae there

i

i

| was ons, one or tw«o otlier cables, but 1 don't have a recollsctio

of thair contents. Probably querying for further explanation,

{o1-1:3 1

3

1'but 1 cannot counfirm that.

Mr, Widses. Let me ask you thw following gquastion: vyou
have indicatad that, I buwlieve you have testified, and corract
ma if I am wrong, but I have a racellection that you at the tima

]

thought you had the authority to yo ahead with the use of the

238 T oent Soveet, $ £, Washongror, D C

lathal agents 1f you thought it could bs done within the guidsii+en
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givan you. You have raised the possibility, although you have
no reccllection, that thare might have basn & hold and a need

for {urther approval.

i. Is it fair to say that you understood that thls was well
]

PFongyong [ A b TOF) 5469000

%nyond the sxploratory stage as a concalivable option that the U.5
!might taka, and that you understood ‘that from the highest

i

'nuthority, that iz the Praesidaent, thara wera instructions

to carry out the assasaination of Lumumba if it could be dona

without attribution, but that lleadquarters might have expected
some indication from you of how you wars golng to do i¢ prior

to thae actual implementation? 1Is that a falr summary of what

Mr. Hedgman. Will you rspsat that? Could she --
Mr. Widaes. That you had recaivad instructions from the
higheat authority, that is tha President, down through®the Agancy,

{f that is possibie, because of thelr concerp about Mr. Lumumba

*lto use lethal agents to assassinate him, but that you might have
i _ . ..

;you had recasivad the authority to do that, and there was a

h

Fdirection to do it if possible, but that you might have sent bac
!

is
;?to Headquarters, in quarded language, an indication of how you
)

1|wera qoling to go about it, or that you had decided that it could
il

e e e e

”l be dona in a feasible way hafore going ahsad with it.

| Is that a fair summary?

} Mr. Hedgman. I think probably that I would have qona hack |

A10 ¢ et Steaet, 3E, Watiagton, D.C. JOORD

and advised that T intended to carry out and sought final

TOP SECRE




Phpay {Aras JOD) $H4-BO0O

- -
ﬂ?ﬁ.a [ L 31N

416 Faryt Steawl, $. €. Washongron, D £ 21 D)

TOP SECRET

approval before carrying it out had I bsen going to do it, had
there besn a way to do {t. I 4id not sea it as & practical, as
a mattar which could be accomplished practically, certainly.

; Mr. Baron. As far as you werae concarnad, tha policy
|

dacision had bLsen mades at Headquartsrs and in the Whita House .

|,to agsassinate Lumumba, and tha qusstions that remainsd wers

c -

3
i operational questions, ls that correct?

Mr. lHedgman. It is now my racollection, somes fiftewun

yoars latar ~- and again I stress fiftssan years -- that 1
thought the policy ducision had been mada in the White House,
not in the Agency, and that ths Agency had been selacted as
tha Executive Agunt, Lf you will, to carry out a political
decision.

Mr. Baron. And any further communication --

Mr. Wides. Excuse ma, pleass.

And the political decision waa if possible he should be

4
i aliminated?

tr. Hedgman. As a thraat.
Mr. Wides. As a threat.
Hedgman., Assassination being one means,
Wides. That had bean approved?
edgman. Of achieving == I felt at tha time --
Widaes. As a policy mattaer?
Mr. Hadgman. Yes. 1 thought at the time, yes, that it
hed bwsan approved. That is my rucollaction, ves.
TOP SECRET
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tir. Baron., So any further communicationa that you would

have had, as you mcnfionad & moment ago, to Beak approval from

Headqguartsrs would have bean approval for the specific oparationg
modes that you would usa to carry out the program?

Mr. Hedgman. I think that's probably the case, sir.

Mr., Wides. And is it correct you ars indicating in that
regard your estimation now of what your :likaely course of aCFion i
would have besn in terms of how you would have proceasded, givan
your situation thers, is that correct?

Mr. ladgman. 1 don't understand, sir.

Mr, Wldes. In terms of cheacking -- well, you lndiceated
you think now you probably would hava chacked back befors golng
ahead?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes.

Mr. Wides. Is it corract to say that that is your

astimation now of how you would have decidad to procsed, but

that i8 not nacassarily your instruction that vou had to check
that, because I think you indicated bafore you had no recol-
lection that you felt your instructions ware to check hack bhefors
‘going ahead? !

Mr. Hudgman. I am not gura that I said that. I don't
know for sures that I had an absoluts {rsedom.

Mr. Wides. 1 understand. BRut you said before, Lf I am

correct, that you had no recollection of a raquirement to qo

back?

TOP SECRET
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Mr, Hedgman. There s a difference betwaen ‘not having a

recollaction and bsing sure.
Mr, Widass.

I understand. And you said that you did have

a recollection, although you aren't certain, that you Z;lt,”

frue to gé ahaad, whataver you might have done in terms of
your psrsonal decision of how to procaed?

Mr., Hadgman. I think I said that I thouqht the pollicy

decision had been made at the political level and that the Agancy
had beasn instructed 0 neutralizs, to remove f{rom posfition of
powsr Or whatever position of threat, Lumumba -- I am not
fancing with you.

Mr., Wides. No, I understand.

1 v
With regard to /Mr. O'Donnall’s arrival, what did he

# indicate to you was his mission whan he arrived?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 understood {t to be that -- similar to

am

mine, that is the removal or neutraiization of Lumumba. I

not sure what wording he would have used.
Mr. Wides. Rid he discuss ¥ th you the possibility of

|
H
i
I assassinating Lumumba?
]

N Mr. Hadgman. I can == I have no clear recollaction of

his discussing the assassination. I know that -- I hava a

fairly good racolluction that he was theres for the ramoval of
whather ths word --

I Lumumba. Whethor thae word aasassination,

Mr. Wides. Do you hava any rscollection of discussing

TOP SECRET
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of asgsassination as an Agancy activity?

Mr. Hedgman. As an Agancy activity, I am not sure.

Curtainly, and in that specific case I balieve that I did

Hlgcusa wilith him the practical problems {nvolved in carrying
out such an oparation.
Mr. Wides. Such an oparation besing the assassination of

& political figure?

Mr, Haedgman., Yes, assassination or any other reamoval
from power, becausa we d{d not haves the -~

Mr. Wides. I am not sure Lf your testimony is
recall discussing, among other things, assassination

e .

Justin O'Donnell or that you don't recell dlacussing
him?

Mr. Hadgman. I cannot affirm that I discuased this, but
I assuma I must have discussed it. I discuasgd, for axample,
the queation of access.

Mr. Wides. I take it then that you havse no racollection

of his indicating to you one way or tha othur whether assassina-

tion was an option that he was considering?
“r. ledqgman. No, 1 don't.
Mr., Wides. As a way of sliminating Lumumba?
Mr. Hudgman. I think I, since, in view of my instruction&
I may have assumed that he was doing this, )

tir. Widaes., Did he indicate to you anything about.a

conversation that he had had with Mr. Risasll regarding

TOP SECRET
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assassination of Mr. Lumumba?

Mr. Hedgman. I do not recall hie dincua:inq‘that with
ma.
Mr. Wides. And do you racall ever indicating to him that

thers was a virus or othar dsadly biological agsnt in the .

Mr. ledgmean., I do not recall t$nt, no, but 1 gather that
I must hava from what you told me yasferday.

Mr., Dawsaon. You st;tea yesterday, I basligve =-- '

Mr. Widas, Excuss ma,

Let mes just on the ;scord clarify that.

3¢ you mean by that Ltinr. 0'nonne}1 tustifiad you did
tell him you'would not dispute that, you just have no recollec-
tion?

Mr. Hedgman. I have no rscollection.

Mr. Dawson. You said yestarday you not only were
unenthuslnstic about it, I beliave wears the terms you used,

about the prospect of saeking to assassinate Lumumba, but I

thought yeou alsc sald that O'Donnsll was not particularly

enthusiastic about his work there aither?

Meg, iledaman. Yws3.

I would put it yus, his work thars. 1 cannot pin it
dowss to assassination as such, although certainly in 'my own
mind I think I must have thought that at tha time. I didn’t,

was not enthusiastic about these imnatructions, and I had
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no ~- had the imprassion he was not that happy eaven to be

thure.

Mr, Widas. You said yesterday, I belleve you said you
fult under no pressure to carry ocut tha assignment, is that
a4 correct statament?

Mr, Hedqman. Yeah. I don’t recall gatting messagas to
the sffect, which quite often one gets whaen you hava bean glven |
instructions to carry out a specific operation, you know, let's
hava tha 1nformatiog, what ars you doing, why arsn‘t you doing
more? I do not recall pressurs on ma to get moving on this
thing and do it and carry it out.

Mr. Widas. You indicated a mSment ago, I think, in
connaction with Mr. C'Donnull coming and your qensral wonderinn
at ths time of gia approval, whether there was dlssatisfaction

with your performance that the Congo had become a cantral area

o f focus for the government and their concarn over {ts future

and Soviet intervention and so forth, is that right?
Mr, NHedgman. Yes. I knaw -- wsll, of course by the
time that Mr. O'Donnell arrivad, the Soviet intsrventlon was,

' -

Bhall we say, limited, if I recall correctly, only to the north
\
and northeastarn part of the country, because the Soviets had
besan aexpelled.
Mr, Widea, I meant in the larqer sanse of Soviet influsnc

or Communist {nflusnce wvantually in the country?

Mr, Hudgman. Yes.
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Now, lat's ses. Would you repat that?

Mr., Widesn. Wall, the esseénce of tha question {8 simply

that at this tima, by late Septambar, early October, tha Congo
was an area of great concern to the United Statss governmant?

Mr. tledgman. Corract.

Mr. Wides. Thare was a genaral sensa of urgency about
the problams?

Mr. Hedgman. That's corract.

Mr, Wides. Tha potential problema, and you had qottan
the unusual communication, a direct perscnal messenger, that
tha Prasident of the Unilted Statss had inastructed the Agancy
to aliminate Lumumba?

Mr. Haedgman. Right.

Mr. Wides. HMNow, I find it a little hard to understand
in that contsxt how vou would have regarded, how you could have
ragarded it as not a high=-priority item with some urgsncy
involvaed.

Mr. Hadgman. Well, Cartain19‘1t was a priority, but

there were many priorities, and that was ons of my problems

‘a4t ths tima, that I was swampad with work, a little blt like

you with four peocpls calling you heta.
Mr. Widas. Wall, would you have ratad this on a comparabl
level with varicus intelliqenca requlremants that you would have

got in the normal coursa?

Mr. lisdgman. No, I would havae -- but thare ware & number

TOP SECRET
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cf other raquiremants which were leviad on me which we ars not

discussing and is not in the purview of this discussion today.

I think thars was ona major thing probably which took soma of

Fomg {Ares 10T 54464000

« the heat off, that is, that Lumumba had bsen assentially
|

lneutralizad within his office complex, homa and office complex

phare hes was undsr guard by the Unlted Nations.

lie was able to send messages out, but the -~ there had
basn a coup d'atat, at least. there was a coup d'ata on the
night of the l4th of Septembar, 1960. A government which was,
lalthouqh nationallstically oriented seemad relatively friendly
toward the United States, was in powar. There was & great deal

of discussion as to its legality at the timu, but that was

resolved by the United States and most of the Wegtern powgrs
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who dacided that it was legal since tha government, since once
Presidant Kasavubu appointed the members of that government,

his governmunt, he was the legal Chiaf of Statae.

So I would -~ do you follow what I am trying to say?
Mr, Wides. Yes, I do.

Mr. lladgman. I think there was a lessening in my own
f

{\arb]

;-faelinq, of urgency.

fir. Wides., Each time that you sent & cable hack -~ you
sald you thought you had sent sevaral after the request for
confirmation -~

Mr. Uadgman. 1 think I did.

A0 F i Stemet, § £ maRegion DT

Mr. Widus, Was that simply somsthing you mada up, or did
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that reflect additional action that you had taken?

Mr., Hedgman. No, it was not a fabricated messaqe. In

othaer words, I didn't fabricate things.
Mr. Wides. Did it just reflect furthar thoughts, or
did it reflsct a report on somy further steps you had taken?
Mr. Hedgman. I think prebably, and § capnnot ba surs of
this, sir, I think {t prohably raflacted furthar‘staps‘yhich
I haq takan; that is, exploratory steps. |

Mr. Wides. How many timas did you spssk to thé agent about

1

what kinda of access he had, and what Lumumba'ps patterns were?
Has it on mors than one occasion?

Mr. Hedgman. I believe Bo. I bulieve it would have been
on two, possibly threa.

Mr. Wides. What other staps or activities had you
undertaken which ware reported in your cabla?

Mr. Hedgman. I think that was it. Quearying him, and

ﬂ thun personal observations of ths area.
i
} .
Mr. Wides. Did you indicate to{Mr. O'Donnsll.what you

had done in that ragard when ha came?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 assume I did, bu¢ I cannct be surwe.
Mr. Widss. And do you recall --
Mr. Hedgman. I mean, it would have bean normal for me
to have done BO.
T
Mr., Widas., Do you rucall discussing with hin\EE, Gottlieb

trip?

TOP SECRET
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Hadgman. I don’t recall i¢, but I asaume I must

Mr. Wides. Why do you assums you must have?

Py (R8s FOT) BRAHDOD

Mr. Hedgman. DBecauss you told me yssterday that he
tustified that I had teold him I had blological agants in my
safa.

Mr. Widas. And you think you would have told him the
additional background of raceipt of those? Is that {t?

Mr. Hadgman. I baliave so,

Mr. Wides, Did you take any steps in tha way of discus-
sions with the agunt you mentioned, or any other steps, to

further oxploras the poasibllity of Implumenting these instruc-

10\.

wANRD & P

tions onca Mr. O'bDonnall ‘arrived?
£

Mr. Hedgman. 1 do not recall. I tend to doubt it, becaussa

I beliave he left, left town and went to Stanleyville, the

agunt I am speaking ahbout, sometima in Octobser. But that's --
Mr. Wides. Did you feel some sansa of relief of not
having to pursue the quastion of aliminﬁtlnélLumumbn after
'Mr. O'Donnell arrived because you sort of falt that this was
‘hia speclal assignment?
Mr., Hledgman. Probably. But on tha othar hand, 1 was
t he senlor -- I was not the senior officer, hu¢t 1 was the
commanding officar, if you will, and anything that took placae

was also my responsibility.

410 0wyt Street, .0 Warhegion, DL 2000

Mr. Widas. What did you know of what he tried to do with
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regard to aliminating, he beinq:O*DOnnell;'in ragard to
aliminating Lumumba? i

Mr. Hadgman. It is hard to recall now. I know we mat.
He probably reported varbally to me what steps he was taking,
and that may have been thoss, his raports may havs bewen those
moessagas also which I sant, I sald I thought I sant saveral
masssnges via that spescial channel, and in ratrospact, I may
have buan reporting one of thosa masssages, thay may have bean
raports which he gave me to send back to Washington.

Mr., Widea. Well, lat me -ask you this: [ have raviewad,
and 1 can represant to you that I have reviewad savaral files
ragarding his activitiss in the Congo, and thay include in the
normal muessaqe traffic, betwaen Lacpoldville and the Congolese
desk at thae Agancy, refarsnces to him in his crypt, and his

activities there. Did that suggast that --

Mr. Hedgman. lle's --

Mr, Widus. There might be othar, thare might ba, .are
you saylng thers might alsc bs maédﬁgus reqarding his activities
in the spscial ghannal, or would that sugdgast to you that his
cactivitias were not communlcated in the spacial channely

Mr. ttadgman. It doesn’'t suqgest either ons, really.
am again not trying to funce with you or anything. I don't
know. I would gussa that T would have sent in a apecial
channs! anything dealing with Lumumba, at least that would

touch upon his rumoval in one way or anothar.
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Mr. Wides. Doas the érypt JMOGRE masan anything to you?
Mr. Hadgman. No, sir.
Mr. Wides, Do you recall a time whan:Hr. n‘DOnneilfhad
“an agent coma into the Congo to assist him in‘his af{forts?

Mr, HNedgman. I had not remembarsd that until yestarday
whun you ralsed L¢.

Mr. Wides. Do you now have a recollactian, refreashaed, of
his having somsone come in?

Mr, ltadgman. A vagus rescollactlion, very vaquae.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall whare the parson came from, or
whether hw was a CIA officer, or just & contract sqent?

Mr. tHadgman. From the nameg you used for him yvestarday,
I would know that he would be an agunt as opposed to an
intelligean officar.

Mr, Wides. vnut you have no indepandent recollection of

who he was or where he was from or his background?

Mr. Hedgman., ¥No. I had forgotten that sntiraly.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall a tim;-whon you learned that
Patrice Lumumba had escaped from his house detention or arrest
in tha Presldontial faiuca?

Mr, Nudgman. Yes. It was not thoe Palace, the Prime
Miniater's residence.

Mr. Wides. Tha Prime Minlster's residencas.

And do you racall whether you had any foreknowledge that
that was imminsnt, or a likely possibility?

TOP SECéET
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Mr. fedgman. HNo, I did not racall that. He did not -~

it did not saem likely, sinces the antire arsa was surrounded

by Congolesa troops.
Mr. Widea. Do you know of any assistancs or involvement
1 N
i [ .
[ of Mr. G'nonnellfor his agent or anyone elass connacted with the

iStatiOn in Mr. Lumumba‘s escape from tha dstention?
! Mr., ladgman. I am qulte cartain that there was no Aqency
involvament in &any way, baénuse I think T would -- I am convinCad
I would have known Lt a3 Chlef of Station.

0'Donnell ¢ould not havsa takaﬁ such action under normal
Agancy procedures wilithout consulting me.

Mr. Wides. Now, ia it correct that when he ascaped, Mr.
Lumumba tried to journsy to the Stanleyville ragion whare his
following was the strongest, and that alopng tha way, en route,

he was apprehsendaed by the Central Congolese government authori-

ties and brought back under arrsst, firat to Leopoldville,

is that correct?

Mr. Hedgman. That's correct.

Mr. Wides. And this happened soms time In the period of

A

#Mr. Hsdgman. Late Hovembar,

Mr, wWides. And toc your knowledge or information that you
might hava, was there any CIA assistance provided in any
i gaignificant way for trackinq him down and the afforts to

recapture him?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. tHedgman. Ho.

I beliave as we asald yestarday, you asksd ma {f I had a
plana and did spotting or anything of that sort. No, we did not/

Mr. Wides. Or providing any other resocurces or intelli-
gance information or guidance of any sort?

Mr., Hadgman. Wa had no inteliiqganca information.
Guidance, &8 I said, I racall being witﬁ, 1 balieve, Congolese
officaras to tha offact that  they were trying to flgure cut how

to haad him off, a discussion about thera warae only & certain
number of farries and river crossings whare the roads =-- you
X now, thars ware a limitad number of roada, and he had to qo
through deuap rain forests and major rivers wsare crossed.

I may have cemmented. I don't know for surs.

Mr. Wides. But you would not charactesrize your activities
as providing any assistance to the Congolese to locata him, or
would you?

Mr. NHedgman. I honestly, I don't think {¢ -~ if it was
any asslistance, certalnly not a maior assistance.

Mr. Widas. Do you racall any comnunication with the
. Agancy whils Mr., Lumumba was at }arqe pricr to your trip te

Rome, which I will get to in a moment, about his escape or, 1'm
sorry, about your provision of any assistance or cooparating
with --

Mr. Hadgman. I don't recall.

Mr. Wides. =-- thus Congolesas qovernment?
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Mr. Hadgman; I am caertain I sent cablass azbout what I knew
about it, about what I would gather from things. I may hava

commanted about what might hava been dona to head him off.

Mr, Widea. Would those have been in the normal channels,

Mr., Hadgman. Yas. 1 wonld assuma they would have bean.
Ramambar, ws are at that time -- I should strass this, this makes
quite 8 difference -- our communications faclilitles wera mnrqinai.
to say the lesast, and we did not havs the modarn equipmant which!
{8 now usad in most Stations, embsssles, whare you just sit ‘
down and poka it out. And T won't qgo lnto the twchnical aspects}
but it took much longer to coda, encode and decods mossayes.

Ag 8 result, I kept my messages much shorter than what

I would nowadays. So, I presume and assume that 1 susnt whataver;

intelligence I could gather on what was happening.

Mr. Wides. Was thore a tima in Novembsr when you want
to Rome for a maaeting with Mr. Bisswsll and Mr., Twaedy?

Mr. Hedgman. That's corrsct.

Mr. Wides. And Bromson Tweady and Richard hissell?
Hedgman. That's correct.
¥ides. And this took place at ¥ EE” M ftome?
Hadgman. That's correct.
Wides. Tha mesting?

tladagman. Yes.

Wides. And Mr. Kdramesssipws, Thomas Karamesainas, was

TOP SECRET
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Chiaf in Roma?

Mr. Hedgman. He was,

Mr. Wides. Was he present for soms of the discussicns, or
only for thes genaral, the soclal -~

Hr., tladgman. I bellieve ha was preaeﬂt At the genaral
discusslonag that/wo had.

Mr. Widas. Do you recall --

Mr. lludgman., Y know hs was theres part of the avaning.
; Thia took place at his home aw opposad to the offics.

Mr. Wides. And part of the discussion and the main focus
was with reqgard to the Congo, was on the fact that Lumumba was
on the lovse, and Lt wasn't clear whuther he would incita an

uprising?

Mr., Hedgman. I would say it was more clsarly a complete
bverview of what was going on, including tha thraat of the
Tshombe secassion. Of certainty, Lumumba’'s escaps would have
besn & major point of discussion, ar was éha fact that fizenaa
%had sut up a government which hs claimed to ba the only true and
legitimate government in Stanleyvills.

Mr. Wides. Was Mr. Lumumba one of the topics that you

recall discussing?

Mr, Hedgman. I'm quite certain that we did, but | mean -

Mr. Wides. This would have bean bscause he was ont tha
at that point?

Mr. Hadgman., Yes.

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Wldes. And had not besan captured and wazs a potential
threat?
Mr. Hedgman. Yas.
I had asked not to leave to attend the meeting. My

facollacticon i3 1 ssunt a msasage saying that i{n my opinion I

should not leave tha Congo at that time.

Mr. Wides. I know that wa have had a little more chance
te think ahout it. Can you racall now any discussion at that
masting regarding Lumumha's possible assassination, either
prospectivaely or with.refarenca back to your earlier cables to
1 eadquarters and your. maeting with[Er_ Gottlkqgé]

i Mr, lledgman. No, T cannot.
E Mr. Dawson, This mesting was a masting of the African
%

Station Chiafs, wags {t not?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. I don't know whether all were there,

io r the majority, but cartainly a numbsr of tham wers thara.

!
I%But, thay wers not present at the svaning meating.
‘,

i .
: Mr. Dawscon. No. I understand that.

Mr. Hedgman. {1 was qgivan sort of a4 spacial traatment,
-Linte see him, and then I could laave.
Mr., Wildas, Did you uver have any discussions with
Bronson Twaudy ragarding the assassination of Lumumba. whare hoth
the assansination, thes quastion of assassipation, the question
of assassination in ralation to Lumumba cama up, aither in tha

fall of "60 or later 1960 or later on?

TOP SECRET




TOP SECRET

Mr. Hadgman. I must assuma that wae did, but 1 cannot he

cartaln of that.

Mr, Widaes. I think you indicated to us yestarday yYou

fnng {Ares MOI E4.SO00

recalled talking with Bronson Tweady in regerd to Lumumba and
Baylng in offuct that, thank God nothing was sver dona. And I
thought the implication was --

Mr. Hedgman. I think I probably, I said I probably said
that sort of thing, but to racall a spacif{c maating and
conversation on thisvsubjact. I am not sure that I sald that.

Mr Wides. Would you say you havs no rucollection of
discussing assassination of Lumumba with Nronson Tweady?

Mr. Hadgman. 1 have s vaque receollection of saying, you
xnow, something to tha offsct that it was & good thing ve

didn't, but I can't bas --

o
H
4
4
L]
[
A
<
[

Mr, Wides. You can't place it, but you have soms recol-

lection that you had such a discusaion?

Mr. Hedgman. I think so, sir. DBut thisnia & pratty
vague thing in my mind.

My, Wides, And can you recall wvhan yvou think that
happened? 1 don;t mean hy spacific date, but that {3 the period
in question or much later on?

Mr. Hedgman. Prohably latsr on, but I don't know. That's
a4 GucHS.

Mr., Wides. Do you rucall wsver having a discussion with

Mr. Rissall regarding it?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. ladgman. To what?

Mr. Wides. With regard to tha assassination of Lumumba?
Did that particular question ever come OGp in discussions that
you had with Mr. Bisssll eithsar dﬁrinq the avants which we have
ibuun diacusaing or after thas eventa?

} Mr, Hadgman, Of coursa, I didn't see Mr. Bissall very
loftun. I saw him in Rome, and I naxt saw him whan 1 rsturnead

in late Janvary of 196], whan I returned to the States. [ cannot
recall such & conversation, but I think it {s possiblas, parhaps
evan llkaly.

Mr. Wildes. But you have no recollaction?

Mr. Hadgman. Ho, sir.

Mr. Wides, Would the samu be trus with regards to Mr.
Dulles, that you have no recollaection, although it is possible?

Mr. Hadgman. Yes.

Mr. Wides. Do you racall --

Mr. Hedgman. 1 saQ Mr., NDulles aven lass often.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall diacussing the fact that you
had recelved instructions to try to assassinate Lumumba with
‘Plrector Schleainger im 19737

Mr. fHtedgman. I believe it was at that time that T spoke
to him, because when he took ovar, either he or Mr. Colby idsuad
& request for any information whlch would, activities conductad
or considared, what have you, by the Agancy, which would appear

illegal.

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Widea. Do you think that was the tima, but you have

tougne {Acna POFY SEA EO0D

a dafinite racollection that in any event you did at soma point

relate this, relate the fact of these instructions to Director
Schlasinqar?

Mr. Hedgman. I think it was Schlesinger. It could have
been Colby, but I believe it was Schlesinqger, or 1 may hava
told both of tham.

Mr. Widas. Other than those two quntlemen and ths psople

wa have discussed siready -~

Mr. BSaron. What exactly did you tell Schlesinqer as far

as you can recall that now?

Mr. ledgman. That, to the affect that 1 felt that I had

@

raceived lpnstructions to assassinates Lumumba.

o
3
-
L3
]
£
Ld
L]

Mr, Baron. You dida't mentlon the maeans by which this
was to be carried out?

Mr. Hedgman. I doubt it, but I don’t kaow.

Hr. Wides. Do you recall mentioning the Prasidentisl
authority? |

Mr, Hedgman. 1 think that I did.

¥

#Hr. Baron. YOu gay you may have discussed it with both
A
Schlesinger and Colby, that would have been a discussion that
would have taken place subsequantly with Colby when he beacame
IS &
'
i Mr. Hedgman. Well, of courss Colby was Fxecutivae Director

A0 P s B, K F | Beattergr o, oo L

under Mr., Schluslaqger. Colby could have bean in the room when
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I reported to Schlesinger. It i3 8illy that I don't remember

specifically this, but I did maka, I did report this verbally.

I prafarred not to --

Mr. Widws. And your bhest recollec fon is you rsported it
to Schlesingor, and you may have alao raported it to Mr. Colby.
is that your baest recolliection?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. Yas.

Mr. Baron. And vyou wera going tﬁ say that vou prefarrad
not to put ft in writing?

Mr. Hadgman. It was the sort of thing T d4id not wish to
dictate to a secrstary, and being one, i{f not cne of the world's
best typists, and thirdly i¢ seemud to mé it was a mattar not
to circulate on peper, {rankly. It was a mistake that it --

Mr. Wides. Can you rucell ever discussing this with
Richard Helms?

Mr. Hedgman. No, I‘don't recall,

Wides., =-- the fnstruction to assassinate?

Mr. ftedgman. I don't recall.

Mr. Wides, Is thare anyone else in ths Agancy you can
‘£ Vel Twecall disgussinu this assignad mLss!on with?

HMr. ledgman. HMo. It's possible that I talked with some-
ong like Tom Karamessines when he was DDP,  But --

Mr., Dawscn. Did you talk to!or. Cottliaq4subaequant to

is arrival in the Conqge?

Mr. Wides. You mean sfter hia departure, after that tripﬁ

TOP SECRE
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Mr. Dawson. Yes, subsequant to.

Mr. Hadgman. T saw him numerocus timas.

Mr. Dawson. And your reaction to him was thank God we
didn't have to carry that mission out, or thank God it didn't
happan?

Mr. Hedgman. Wall, I talked to him about so many things,
and I probably said that.

Mr. Wides. Do you have a rucollaction of discusalng with
him at a subsaguent time to his trip to Leopoldville, ever
raising the instructions he gave you for his trip?

Mr, Hadgman. Not specifically as such.

r. Wides. You don't have a rscolluction, or you don't
recall discussing it specifically, but you recall soma qganarsl
{l1lusion to L¢t7?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I raucall general {llusion to lt.

Mr. Dawson. Do you recall talking to anybody within
laat six months about this, or more recently?

Hr, Wides, Since the first of the year?

fir, Medgman. Yeah. T am just trying te go through in my

deown mind.

{Fause)

Yus, Mr. Colby. I saw him tha othar day when 1 returned.

Mr. Wides. What wan your diacussion with him ln that
regyard?

Mr. lHedgman. @ told him I assumed this subject would come
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Mr. Dawson. This subjact? Did you axpect him'te be

fully cognizant with all the particulars?

Mr. Hadgman. I am not sure that 1 did.

Mr, Dawson. At least the Prasidential authorization and
the passaqge of the vials of polson, the pesrson that was usad
to pass thesa?

Mr, ledgman. I mentloned @' Gotéiiabigname. 1 am not 5
sure that I mantioned vials of polson or -- E
Hr, Wides., nid you indicats éo hingg, Gottlkgé]had come!
' i
te the Congo?
Mr. Hedgmen. 1 bumlieve T did.
Mr Dawson., Wall, let me just follow that.

And tha Presidential authorization, was that also

mentionsd?

Mr. Hedgman. Yus, I am quits sure I mentioned that.
PDawson. What was his reaction?
Hedgman. His reaction was gﬁat it wa§ a fraeat shame
sver happened. I'm putting words in his mouth.
Dawson. GO rinht ahead,

Mr., Hedgman. And certainly that I must obvioualy rsport

fully and honestly to the Comnittaa.
Mr Wides. Did he dlscusa, say anything about his prior

knowladge of what you had just told him?

Did hu saamad surprised by any of what you told him?
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Mr, Hedgman. No, I don't think so. I think that I had
given him thia, or as Y guid esarliar, probebly at ths same time
or parallal with when I did Dr. Schlassinger.

Mr. Wides. Whan you saw him racantly and mentionsd this,
dl;\you refur to your telling this to Director Schlesinqer, or
did you-say, as you recall?

Mr. Hedgman. Something like that.

Mr, Wides. And did he acknowledgs that he had lsarned
of it earlier?

Mr. Hedgman. Acknowledge? I think he indicated -- I
would, have, would have assumad from his convarsation that he
recalled something about it, yes.

Mr, Wides. nid the fact that Dr. Gottliub had made &
trip to the Congo sasm to surpriss him, or did he acknowladne
that he was aware of that a3 well?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't krow. 1T don't know that I sald a¢
this time that [ referred tolél. Gottlieb;é?travul to the
Conyo when I saw him. - )

Mr. Wides. Racently?

Mr., Hedgiman. Just the other day when [ came bhack I patidd
a courtesy call on him.

Mr, Dawson. Thia was like this wewk then?

Mr. Hedyman. Yss. It was Monday. I believe,

Mr. Bawson. Do you recall anybody ulse that was a party

to that conversation, or whom you had similar conversations wirh

TOP SECRET
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rucently, aimilaer and saparate?

Mr. Wides. Was there anybne thure when you spoke to Mr.
Colby?
; Mr. lNedgman. For part of it, part of ¢ha maasting, &nd
{then wa ware alone for part of the meatinag.
[ Mr. Wides. Waa therw anyone there whan you mentioned what
éy ou thought hs wantad to talk to you ahout?
{ Mr. Hedgman. Ho, thsrs was no ona mlse preaesnt.
! Mr. Wides. And havue you spoken to anyone alaa?
2 Mr. Hedgman. I didn't wish to raise this in front of
othar Agency employees, because it swemed to ms that I didn't
know who was aware of thian. I had no desires te discuss it in
front of othars.

Mr. Widas, Did he indicats anything as to what ha thoudaht

anyone else had told the Committee or would tall the Committee,

including Mr. Bissell, Mr. O'Connell or/iir. Gottlieb, ne!

‘Cottiicba

Mr. Nedgman. HNo. He just indicated that Lt was vary

difficult -- 1 am really putting words in his mouth and I
“shouldn‘t do this. 1 had the impression that he reqretted this
vary much, that this had ever happaensd, and the truth had to
come out, and that was the oply way for the Aguncy to ever

!

reijain its status and usefulpssa. But I am putting -~ T am

glaborating probably. lle may not have thought all of thoss

thinys,
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Mr. Wides. llave you had any conversations diractly or
¢t hrough intasrmediary communications with eithar Mr, Blsssll or

Mr. Twuaedy since you rsturned?

rnma (Arhs TOF) AL SO0

Mr. lledgman., HNo. I tried to call Mr. Twaady as an old

parsonal friend on hisg phone twice and there was no answer.
I assume hwe ia away on vacation or somathing, elther that or
mayba ha's In town and I just mlissed him.

Mr. Dawson. S0 to summarize, the only psrsosn you really
recall having all of the facts of thus Presidantial authorization;
ssing of the virus, with whom you really have a firm recollaec-

.

tion, 1 should say, is /br. Gottlieh?

Mr. lNedgyman. Yes. I would have quaesssd that.

Mr. Widea. FExcuse ma.

WAaRD & Faus

mean he aver discussed 1t with?

Mr. Dawson. The whole picture, or the panocrama of things

that might have taken place.

Mr. Hedgman. I don't think that 1 -- I mean, ha dlacusscd

Mr. Dawson. I agree, sir.

i
1t with me. ( - ‘

o Foand

Mr. Wides. Let me a8k you two more questions 1f T can.

and then ! will have to leavae.

Mr. Baron. Just to follow this up, havefyou spoken {0
1
?inr. Gottlieh about coming to tha Committee?
1]
i

MMy, lHedqgman. [ have not., I have no* seen him,

Q10 F oy Birwrt, AL Wmeeong o

Mr, Wides, With regard to the evants subssquent to

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Lumumba's recapturs and his detention in Thaysville --
Mr. Hadgman. Thaysville.

Mr. Wides. Thaysvills.

Freena { Ao METH PO HOUG

And his subsequent, Mr. Lumumba‘'s subsaquent transportation
!

to Katanaa, what discussions did you have with the Congolase

of{icials and what kind of quidancu or input did you or anvons
from the UU.S. Embassy or Statlon make into thoss decisions to
tranaport him to Katanga?

Mr, Hedgman. To ths bast of my knowledyw, neither the
Station or the Emhassy had any ianput in the dacision to send

¢

him to Katandga.

Mr. Wides. What discussions weruy thara with the Congolese

officials us to whethe: ne might Lo wxecutad sithier by the

Contrel Governmuent while ha was under their control or by

2
3
<
'Y
L]
-8
L]
L3
&

Mr. Tshombe when he was sunt to Katanga?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't recall any such conversations.

think there was a general assumption, once we lsarned hg had
buen sent to Katanga, that his q009evgos cocked. because Tshomhe
hated him and looked on him a3 a danqger and a rival.

Mr. Widaes. But you had no discuasions ?ith anyonae
Caentral Congolese government regarding whether he should

should not be sent thare?

Mr, Hedyman. I had abhsolutely none, no sir.

Mr. Wides., And once hs wds there, what information did

A10 # o Smwes, B4 Shootmemgewe, WL FOOBY

you have as to whether they were cousidaring his death prior to
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learning of his death?

Mr. lladgman. I had no, no information bacause it wasz not
the sort of thing I suppose that thu Congolese officlals really
hént&d to discuss with a representative of a forelgn qovarnment.

Mr., Wides. Was thare any contact hatwaan our actling

Basa Chisf in the Katange Province and the officisla ln Katanga?

Was thurwe any discussion batween them or communication that you ;

know of ragarding what would be dons with Patrica Lumumba?
Mr. Hadgman., Ho. Ths only thing that I would {magine

would have happenad is they would havwe triad to advirs both

Washington and Leopoldville of any Informavion they had on what

{

happened to him,

Mr., Widas. FExcuse ma. Off the record.

{Ciscuaaion off tha record.)

Mr. Barcon., I would like toc move vary quckly through &
faw loose ends that pop up as we went along ralating to your

a

. ',,? .
conversation with{égttliehjand thanfO'nonnell antd then

- -

Schlesingsr, and it is really just dbout oneuqnestiuﬁ en evary
10088 end, and I want to than turn to WIROGUE, and 1 don't
.think that will take vervy lonuy, and then the vossibility of
converaations with the Embassy. And I would like your haln
on that part since T was pnot thera vestarday. But' I will
jsave that for the last, and you can plck up with any looss
ands.

Is thet all right with vou?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Dawson. Finai
Mr. Baron. Mr, Hedgman, I 'would like to pick up here

for a momant with a series of short, loocse ends from the

BRane (Aras 2025 T6A OO0

axamination that we have done sc far.

Mr. Hadgman. I will try to do my hast.

Mr. Baron. That is, first of all, when you discussed
your convarsation with tha than-DCI, Schlasinger, you salid that
you indicataed to him verbally that vou had hean asked 0
participate in an assasaination of Patrice Lumumba. Did he
raspond whan you made that indication to him?

Mr. tHledgman. May I go back? [ think I made it to him.

It is concalvahle that I could have made it to Blli Colby as

»

his FExucutive Director, or that the two could have been present

P
>
a
'Y
«

]
&
«
3

together. 1t is ridiculous, but I cant pin this one down in
datall.

Mr. Baron. Did you recslve a response from Schlesinger?
You mentioned yesterday that he was able to ba quite Sphinxlike

whan he wanted to, and you thought that this might have been

onu of those situations.

ong

i
Mr. Hedgman. 1 had the impression he took it all on board
1
and did pot necessarily wish to advise me of what action ha
planned to taks.,

Mr. Baron. Was thare any follow-up?

“Mr. Hudgman. FElther he or Colby, which ever it was.

A1C Fuy Stroet, § €, Washingion, T L

Mr. Baron. Was thera any follow-up from either'Schlésanur%
i
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with anyone in the Inspactor General's Off{icae at the CIA?

'subject, 1 don‘t recall ft. So I doubt it, but I don't know.

TOP SECRET

oy Colby after you had glven them this information?
Mr, Hedgman., I do not recall.

Mr. Baroun. Did you ever discuss the assassination mission’

Mr., Hwlgman. Not to my racollection. BRBut it is concalv-
able thay could have sant =~ during that paeriod, there wurs a

number of discusaions with Inspsctor Gemserals on various aspects|

of work and 30 on. Whather there was a rdiscusnion of this

Mr. Baron, On a numbar of dlscussions that you had with
the Ingpsctor General®s Officae?

Mr, Hedgman. On many othar subjects, totally unralated
to thia, personnel mattars.

As you rucall, Dr. Schlesinger committed a vary sharp
reduction in force, which resulted in personnal problems and
Inspector Generals' investigations, and so forth.

Mr. Baron. Wers you interviewed by anyona from tha
Inspector General'’s office in tha.ﬁreparation of thalr Heport

in 1967 on assassination efforts within the CIA?

Mr., Hedgman. 15677

My, #aron. Yag.

Let ma repressnt to vou that at thue request of the 0CI,
the Inspector Ceneral's Office prepared a Report in 1367 on
any lavolvemsut that CIA had or could be conceived to have had

with assassination efforta. Wore you interviewad in connection

TOP SECRET
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with that Raeport?

Mr. Hedgman. Whan -~ you don't rememhar the date of the

Raport?

aes (Mres J0T) 546. 8000

Mr. DBaron. T belleva the date was in May of 1967, and it
!

\ was prapared by Scott Brackinridge and Mr, Farman and Mr,

Greer.

Mr. Hedgman., Yes, I know them all. I don't helieve so,
but I was abroad at that tims.

Mr. Dawson. Was tﬁa significance of ths date in 1967 of
any grusat moment?

Mr. UHadgman., I was abroad at the time. I didn't raturn

’

to the States untll July, T beliaeve, of 1967,

Mr, Raron. Returning now to your discusalons withkPr.

ZS-

mamD B %Ay

Egdney Gottlieélwhen he came to tha Congo, to glve you lethal

bliological agents for tha assassination of Lumumba, was [t

clear at that time tha't the means for administaring thosas

}
k

ﬁ blological agents was jto injoct them into & substance that was
hy

; €0 be ingested by Lumumha, whether it be food, or drink, or

i
” toothpasts, Or any other substance that was to be ingaated?
\ .

L.

l

|

¢ Mr. Hedgman. That's my recollection, yud. . {
‘ 1

Jon0s

i
| Hr. lBaeron. Youl mentioned that it was your bast ruecollecti

[-N4

$a))

Aorhinyglon,

that.Dr. Gottliab brohght tha luthal biological agents with him,

sE.,

132 that correct?

Mr, Hadgman. 7&3.

|
l
}
|

3

AT T oaeny Sremwq,

#r. Baron. And you mentioned yastarday that you bheliave
'
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brought them with hig in his bag.

Is‘that right?

Mr. ltadgman. I have a rucollection that thay ware in &,
what do vou call these small carry-on bags liks your Pan Am baqa
or Sabina bag or something like that.

Mr. Baron. It would not have haesn difficult for pr.

Cottiieb tc have gotten such equlipmant into tha Conaoc at that

L.

tima, would it?
Mr. Hadgman., No.
Mr. Baron. Were thers uxtensive Cuntoms checks in the
at “hat tima?
Mr. Huadgman. Thera wers not.
Mr. Barcon. Were there any Customs checks at that poiat?
Mr. Hedgman. 1 can't recall, but {f so{ they watra vary
limited.

Mr. Baron. When you spoke with [Dr. Gottlieb,} did you

ask him how long the lethal biclogical agents would retain their

potency?

Mr, ifedgman, I heliesve thers was a convuersetion to that

‘
nifect,

Mr. Baron. Do you recall what he sai«?

Mr, Hedgman. 1 think {¢ was fairly short, soms months.

Mr. Baron. They would be latha!l only for a fairly short
period of tima?

Mr. Hedgman. Yas.
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Ban. A psricd of some months?

21 a4 OG0

Mr. lieggman. I think 1t was lease than that, but I cannot

i ba certain. [That is, I remember balng surprised, thinking that

i

R (Asrge

iimits cartdan possihilitiea riaht thern.

Mr. Baon. And you sald earlier that you took the

1poiaons intda safe at the Station. Whan 4id you takas the

W polsona outpf the safe?

Mr. Héeilgman. [ cannot really recall that.

Mr. Fon. Did you take them out on more than
¢

occesion?

Mr. Igman. HNHo.

Mr. ffon. And that occasicn wag --

WMr . Hrqman. Ho. T say no. Not to tha bast of my

T W ARE B FAUL

recollacti%‘ I want to stress that bacause it i3 s0o long
that I am ost certain I did not.

Mr. fOron. And thae occasion when you did take the
polsons obéof the Bafe was whun you disvosed of tham?

t
Mr. Hdgman. Yaes.

Mr. kron. And can you describe the clrcumstances?

*hon)

dgman. 1 think that I took them out probably in
a briefcas{ or an alr bag of some sort, and 1 belisve that

the things the rubbar glovaes and ths mask wuara thrown away

B, vepemagian T (

found it d n't mattur that much, I beliaeve I buriaed the

;
E
Lik
in & bush Lr or something where, you know, Lf thay ware

other mat

Bip €201 Yroon,
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Mr. BRaron. The biological agants?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, although they, by that time they would,
the potuncy would hava explred. But, they didn't ssem the sort
| of thing -~ I didn’t know enough about it, and I will be damned
. ! i

| 1f T wanted to leave them lyinqg arocund.

Mr. Baron. Was thisz out by the Congo Rivar that you

hurled thasa thiangs?

Mr. Hetlgman, Yas, ves, I think. You Xxnow, it is my
raccl)laction.

Mr. Baron. Was this aftar thoe arrest of Lumumba, aftar
Lumumba had already heen placed In protective custody so to
s peak?

fHedgman. Ny the Congoluse, you maean?

Mr. Baron. Yas.

Mr. Hedgman. Yaes, I would think so,

Mr. Baron. &nd was it possihbla that you waited until

Lumumba's death to dispose of those poisons?
Mr. Hedgman. That's posslble.‘ T don'* remamber.
M“r., bBaren. But you --
r. Hedgman. They were long overdue, whatever it was,
A
1 think, beceuse I believe ~--
Mr. Baron. Yesterday you Stated that it was your recol-

lection that you had not disposad of the poisons until Lumumba

was succwessfully neutralized, either by arrest or by daath,
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Mr, Hadgman. 1 think that probably would he a fair

statamant.

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss the asseassination mission

Pagno {Rewa 20F, 1444000

with Dr. Lastar llouk?

Kr. Hadgman. Never, I am <uite sura now.

Mr, Baron. Ha was your fBranch Chief at that peint?

Mr. Hedgman. la was.

Mr. Baron. DPid you discuss it with flunn Flelds?

Mr. llwdgman., 1 don't rucall. He was Acting Chiaf and
Deputy Chief.

Mr, Baron. Do you recall discussing the ansaasination
mission with anyone else at the Station or {n the Conqgo other
than the one asset?

-

Mr. Hedgman, No. [ remambar hearinq;Mr. C'Donnall
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commenting on this to -
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Mr.
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Mr., tHadgman. iR, (A {} and I was
shocked and surprised, because I thduéht this was not the

aort of thing that he should discuss with officers who ware not

LR

“ i nvolved in this.
N\
Mr., Baron. What wasYIeFEmiL ‘:Eﬁ joh at that time?
Mr. Maedgman. fle was under non-official cover and an

agent handlar, or not necessarily just the agents, but

d eveloping contaces.

A0 Feent Sraet, £, Wastinpian DR

Mr. Baron. And what's his full pname?
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Mr. Hadgman., I don't ramembar axactly, but {n any case
it referred to something about removing Lumumba from -- I‘m not
surs whathar it was ansassination or neutralization,. but whatevar
it was, it swemad to ms he had dqona too far.

Mr. Baron. And had gone too far hocause it conv;yed the
idea of assasaination?

Mr. lHedgman. Probably, but I cannot be sura.

Mr. Baron. You indicated earlier that in mid-September
there was a coup which affectively limited Lumumba's powers in
the Congo?

Mr. Hadgman. That is correct.

Mr. Baron. And this would have beuan vary shortly aftar

ipr. G?&E}{fﬁ visited you in the Congo and gave yvou tha instruc~
tion about assassinating Lumumba?

Mr. Hedgman. I can't be sure whether it was hafore or
after. That was the l4th of Supt&mbér; that coup took place,
but as you will recall, I cannot be absolutely certalin of when
Zi ﬁawé;;Lwﬁpttiizél. 1 think it was before that, but 1 cannot
De 8ure.

#Mr., Baron., DBut it ls quits poasible, isn’t it, that the
coup could have been a major reason why thare wasan't any more

vigourous action on the sassassination front?

Mr. Hedgman. “Thatfs possible, yes.

TOP SECRET

+




‘TOP SECRET
Mr. Baron. Is that --

Mr. Hedgman. And I hava speculated on that sariiar.

Mr. Baron. 1Is that a stronqg possibliliity to you?

Bwnme (Mses TOF] 534-4008

Mr. Hadgman. T just couldn't put it, because I don't

know what ths policy mskera, tha political leaders, the

Preosident, thas Director, what ths Director's policy, the senior

executive, anyway, wers thinking at that timam.

Mr. Baron. And you mantionad that;Juatin 0'Donnell was

not particularly activa during his period of service in the

Congo?

Mr. Hedgman. He did not seem as active as many of the

other paeople that I had working for ma at that timue.

Mr. Baron. You didn't rely upon him for major operations

or activitieus at that point, did you?
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Mr. Hedgman. HMo. Well, this -~ hes was sent out more or
less on & special mission, as I understood it, and I left him
frea for that.

Mr. Baron. You -indicated yeasterday, and I would 1ike to

+

kxnow L1f this {3 still your impression, that the fact that!Justh

, . '
0'Donnell might not have been active on the assassination

ooud

.

mission may not have bewen dus to any lack of priority for that
mission, but dues more to hia personal habits of inactivity?
Mr. Hadgman, Perhaps I don't want to mallgn pustin}

don't msan that -- shouldn't have commentad on his character or

£40 Foest Greeot, 5L, Warhengton, O L.

his personal habits, really. T just have ths impression he was

TOP SECRET




Bunas (Aras 0T SA4-4000

R :anl:'. -?uk 7

4H

sop0l

10 Faorat Steent, S EL Wavhangon, B

not putting his whole heart and soul into tha sffort. He was
an officer with a reputation for being gung ho and a vary hard
worker when I had known him previously, soms years presviously,

and he seemd quite, curtalnly did not ssem that way to ma out

thara.

Mr. Dawson. ﬁid you comment on that to the Agency?

Mr. jledgman. I doubt i%t, but I cannot be sure.

Mr, Dawson. Ware you writing his efficiency revort at
the tima?

Mr. Hedyman. He didn't stay long enough for me to write
an sfficiency report. I could have writtun ona if he stayed
tha 90 days or more, and as the COS I could havue written one
if 1'd wished.

Mr. Dawson. Dut you choss not to do so?

Mr. Hedgman. I chosa not to, to the best of my recollec-
tion, I did not,.

Hr. Daron. Did much of the cable traffic which you

received from Headquarters in relation to the sssassination

mission subgserquently bacome destroysd?

Mr. dedgman. It is my recollection that hefore leavinu
tha Station and tugginq cver to my succasscr that 1 dastroyad
thet. Perhaps well befora, I just can't put a timeframe oun
jt, but it seemad to me it was not the type of correswondence

to leave lying about a Station.

Mr. Baron. You indicated yesterday that you had rsceived
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some kind of ipstructionz to destroy that cable trgffic.

+

Mr., Hedgman. I think I -- I cannot recall sxactly what

I s4ld ywsterday. Now, when 1 am trying to be a3 precise as !

Pavyng (Ares JOT] $4-6-4000

can on the reccrd here ==

Mr. Baron. Pleass do.

Mr. Hedgman. I think 1 did, but I cannot bs cartain.
cannot be absclutely. I don't know whethar 1 did. -

Mr. Baron. Would you have raceived thosa instructions

. .

varbally from Dr. Gottlin?,\orvas part of cna of the cables?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't know.

Mr. Baron., Would i¢ buw standard procedure for a Chiel of
Station to dustroy cable traffic rslating to an extremaly
sunsitive oparation like that cna?

Mr. Hudgman. Well, it is standard procedure to keep your
cable files and all other files as small a&s possible, basceuse
coples of those are retained, of all mesrages are normally

retained in Washington. You try and keep as small & number as

'possiblo on hand s0 as to permit you to continue working so that,

you have ready reference, because you may have to, in an

22800

sMergency you may have to burn all of your communications.
And balinva ma, ,whsn you have to 4o through a burn
sassion, it is very difficult, and it takes tima.

Mr., Baron. ftad you evar in your experience as Chief of

Station in the Congo destroyed other cable traffic bucause of

410 Faeyr Steest, & L Watnemgion D L

its extremaly sansitive nature?
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. Mr, Hedgman. No, I don't think so. I don't recall doing

80. But I destroyad a graat deal of traffic, because the Congo

wags a highly sensitive area in which -~ at ona pariod I raecall
wa had all of our files in the burn barrels. 1 mean, when you
wanted ‘a file, you went over and dug it out of the bgrn barrel.

Mr., Barcon. But the cable traffic relating to the
essassination mission wasn't destroyad a&s a routine matter
becauds it was excess traffic, Lut becausa of fits extramsly
sensitive nature?

Mr. ledgman., No, that's corract.

Mr. Baron. ' Did you have any discussions of the aasassina-
tion missien with anyone at thue U.S. Embassy?

Mr.,lledgman. No, 1 did not.

Mr. Baron. Did you ever discuss the prospects of
assassinating Patrice Lumumba with the Ambassador in the Conyo?

Mr..nadqman. I am gquite sure I did not.

Mr, Baron. ©Off the record for a moment.

(Discussion off the .racord.)

Mr. lHedgman., May 1 say for the record that relationshipa
with the Embassy were exceptionally good. Thers was almost, or
uo friction. or seusa of compatition batwegen tha CIA Station and
the Embassy. Tha Ambassador was extremely cooparative,
friundl? and undsrstanding,

Mr. Baron. Who was the Ambassador at that time?

Mr. Hadgman. Clare i, T imbarlakae.
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Mr. Daron. DIid you ever discuss the Lumumba assassination

plan with*ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬂ vwkggg 53

Mr. Haedgman. WMot to the best of my racocllaction.
Mr. Daron. T : v€§ is a CIA officer, is that

corract?

Mr. fledgman. Yeah. I know him. @§

Mr. Baron. Did you have any officlal bhusiness with/ 20000
Qgggﬁﬁ%%wnila you wers in ths Congo?

Mr. Hedyman. Yas. He came through on a countarintelli-
q@ace mission, and I don't racall the detalls at this time,

My. Baron. Do you recall whethar hs had mentioned that
his mission related to Project ZRRIFLE or the devalopment of
nﬁ Exacutive Action capability?

Mr., Hedgman, No, I do not rscall that,

Mr. Baron. Would his project have raelatsd to obtaining

codes by surraptitious means?

Mr. Haedgman. 1 think it would have been more nearly that,

but I, I cannot affirm this as the case. That was what I think

was probably thes case.

Mr. Baron. Would his project have involved an assst who
A Y

was already is the Conyo named QJIWIN?

Mr. Hedgman. I gather from what was said yesterday that
this was the case. 1 do not racall itr.

Mr. Baron. Yave you evar hsard of --

33

Mr. Hadgman, Andégfﬁﬁﬂégcama from where he indicated,
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you indicated yssterday QIWIN cams from, und?ﬂﬁgﬁ%ﬂhaﬁ bean
there with --
Mr. Baron. This is & country in Europa?
Mr. Hadgman. Yas, therafora it's loglcal.
Baron. [lava you aver heard of Project ZRRIFLE?
Hedgman. Yusterday.

Baron. Yestarday was the first tims you heard that

Mr. ledgman. I think so. And yestarday, I might
spacify, was here.

Mr. Daron. Being informad by the Committas staff?

Mr. Hadgman. Yas.

Mr. Baron. Have you avar heard of Fxacutivs Action?

Mr. ledgman. I have hsard those, that term used, and 1
don't quite -- I think more in nswspapers cor more racently thasn
in the past, but it is possible that I heard it.

Mr. Baron. I8 FExecutive Action usaed at the CIA as a
euphemlsin for assassination of foréiqn leadars?

Mr, Hadgman. It has baen 30 alleged. - I nevar heard anyor
- to my knowledge use it,

Mr. Blaron. Ware you aware of a Projesct at ths CIA o
devalop maans -- strike that.

To duvalop the capability of carrying cut assassinations
of foreign luvaders?

Mr. Hedgman. Not until I talked with the Committes ataflf
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