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Appendix B

Hand and Arm Signals

THIS APPENDIX IMPLEMENTS STANAG 3117 (Edition 5).

HAND AND ARM SIGNALS

THIS APPENDIX IMPLEMENTS STANAG 3117 (Edition 5).

ASSUME GUIDANCE
ARMS EXTENDED VERTICALLY STRAIGHT UP

MOVE FORWARD

ARMS A LITTLE ASIDE, PALMS FACING BACKWARDS AND
REPEATEDLY MOVE UPWARD-BACKWARD FROM SHOULDER HEIGHT.

Figure B-1. Hand and Army Signals: Assume Guidance; Move Forward
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MOVE BACKWARD

ARMS BY SIDES, PALMS, FACING FORWARD, ARMS SWEPT
FORWARD AND UPWARD REPEATEDLY TO SHOULDER HEFGHT.

MOVE TO RIGHT

LEFT ARM EXTENDED HORIZONTALLY SIDEWAYS IN DIRECTION
OF MOVEMENT AND OTHER ARM SWUNG OVERHEAD IN SAME
DIRECTION, IN A REPEATING MOVEMENT

MOVE TO LEFT

AIGHT ARM EXTENDED HOHIZONTALLY SIDEWAYS IN DIRECTION
OF MOVEMENT AND OTHER ARM SWUNG OVERHEAD IN SAME DIRECTION
IN A REPEATING MOVEMENT.

Figure B-2. Hand and Arm Signals: Move Backward; Move to Right; Move to Left
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MOVE UPWARDS

ARMS EXTENDED HORIZONTALLY SIDEWAYS,
BECKONING UPWARDS, WITH PALMS UP,

MOVE DOWNWARDS

ARMS EXTENDED HORIZONTALLY SIDEWAYS, BECKONING
DOWNWARDS, WITH PALMS TURNED DOWN.

Figure B-3. Hand and Arm Signals: Move Upwards; Move Downwards
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HOVER

ARMS EXTENDED HORIZONTALLY SIDEWAYS, PALMS DOWNWARD.

HOOKUP

RAISE HANDS ALTERNATELY ABOVE THE HEAD IN
A "ROPE CLIMBING~ MOTION TO TAKE UP SLACK.

AFFIRMATIVE SIGNAL
HAND RAISED. THUMB UP.

B-4

Figure B-4. Hand and Arm Signals: Hover; Hookup; Affirmative Signal
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NEGATIVE SIGNAL
HAND RAISED. THUMB DOWN.

TAKEOFF

MAKE A CIRCULAR MOTION WITH RIGHT HAND OVERHEAD,
ENDING IN A THROWING MOTION IN THE DIRECTION OF
TAKEOFF. ALSO MEANS LOAD CLEAR, HOOKUP GOOD.

LAND

CROSSED AND EXTENDED DOWNWARDS IN FRONT OF THE BODY.

Figure B-5. Hand and Arm Signals: Negative Signal; Takeoff; Land
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B-6

WAVE OFF - DO NOT LAND

CROSS ARMS REPEATEDLY OVERHEAD

STOP
HOLD ARMS CROSSED OVERHEAD. DO NOT MOVE.

RELEASE SLING LOAD

LEFT ARM EXTENDED FORWARD HORIZONTALLY, FIST
CLENCHED. RIGHT HAND MAKING HORIZONTAL SLICING
MOVEMENT BELOW THE LEFT FIST, PALM DOWNWARD.

Figure B-6. Hand and Army Signals: Wave Off — Do Not Land; Stop;
Release Sling Load
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MOVE HOOK DOWN OR UP |CH-54 ONLY)

HOLD RIGHT FIST ABOVE HEAD; EXTEND LEFT ARM
HORIZONTALLY, FACE PALM OUTWARD, THEN SWEEP
DOWN OR UP TO INDICATE DVRECTION OF HOOK MOVEMENT,

STANDARDIZATION AGREEMENT {STANAG) HAND SIGNALS
FOR MOVING RESCUE HOIST ON THE CH-47

UPHOQK. RIGHT FIST, THUMB EXTENDED UPWARD,
RAISED SUDDENLY TO MEET HORIZONTAL PALM QF LEFT HAND,

DOWN HOOK. RIGHT FIST, THUM8 EXTENDED DOWNWARD,
LOWERED SUDDENLY TO MEET HORIZONTAL PALM OF LEFT HAND.

Figure B-7. Hand and Arm Signals: Move Hook Down or Up (CH-54 Only);
Standardization Agreement (STANAG) Hand Signals for Moving Rescue

Hoist on the CH-47
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B-8

if a problem occurs on a load when the aircraft raises up and the slings
tighten. follow these directions:

HOOKUP
(followed guickly by a negative signal)

HOVER RELEASE SLING LOAD
{while the ground crew corrects the load) (if necessary}

ONCE THE LOAD IS CORRECTED GO BACK TO NORMAL HOOKUP PROCEDURES

If the problem cannot be corrected by this method, give the pilot the release
the load signal.

NOTE: Remember to always go back to HOVER between signals,

CORRECTING A LOAD

Figure B-8. Hand and Arm Signals: Correcting a Load
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ASSUME GUIDANCE

LEFT RIGHT FORWARD

WHEN DIRECTING A CH-54 YOU MAY WANT
HIM TO LOWER HIS HODK

HODKUP MOVE UPWARD AFFIRMATIVE SIGNAL TAKE OFF
{yourload ls antachad) {ralan your alrcraft) {you have = sais losd) [IN THIS DIRECTION!

AN EXAMPLE SERIES OF HAND SIGNALS
FOR A PICKUP ZONE, DURING A ONE AIRCRAFT OPERATION

Figure B-9. Hand and Arm Signals: An Example Series of Hand Signals for a
Pickup Zone, During a One-Aircraft Operation
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ASSUME GUIDANCE
[mn the mircraft approschas)

FORWARD

MOVE DOWNWARD
luntil load is touching the ground)
é——_}.
e
N TAKE OFF
RELEASE THE LOAD AFFIRMATIVE SIGNAL (IN THIS DIRECTION)

AN EXAMPLE SERIES OF HAND SIGNALS FOR A
LANDING ZONE OPERATION

Figure B-10. Hand and Arm Signals: An Example Series of Hand Signals for a
Landing Zone Operation
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