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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

February 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.8. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is to authorize Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) to lead the
Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time period of Friday,
February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not scheduled to be
in the session at this time.

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50™ anniversary of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott King’s visit to study the roots of non-violent
philosophy and 20™ Century freedom movements.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.8.C. 1108 (g}.

erely,

Charles B,
Chairman

CBR/jg
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 205156

February 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is to authorize Congressmen Pete Stark (D-CA) and Jim McDermott
to participate in the Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time
period of Friday, February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not
scheduled to be in the session at this time.

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50® anniversary of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott King’s visit to study the roots of non-violent
philosophy and 20% Century freedom movements.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/jg
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February 10, 2009
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
Department of Defense
The Pentagon
Dear Sccretary Gates,

Please review the attached letter dated February 5, 2009 from Panmedix, 2 business in my
fist .

Panmedix specializes in telemedicine screening applications for disorders of the central
nervous system, an important medical capability for our modem military. As you can
see, their letter details a list of questions they have regarding their work with the
Department of Defense dating back to 2001.

The letter raises concerns regarding the work of the Department and its dealings with
Panmedix. Please review their letter and provide a response. [ would appreciate answers
to their questions in the attached Jettar to the greatest extent possible. Thank you in
advance for your attantion to this matter.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

errold Nadler
Member of Congress
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@ongress of the United Stutes
Fiouse of Representutives
Washington, BC 205153102

February 9, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I would like to call to your direct attention that William Beaumont Army Medical Center in El Paso, Texas
recently announced that Army personnel had used an improper procedure to administer insulin shots
from August 2007 to lanuary of this year. This has resulted in over 2,000 persons potentially exposed to
blood-borne disease, such as Hepatitis C, Hepatitis B and HIV. As the Congressman from Southern New
Mexico, many of whose veterans and military personnel are served by William Beaumont, and asa
Member of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, | was very concerned about this incident. According
to the hospital, 31 percent of those exposed were veterans who received the shots on an inpatient
basis. The Veterans’ Clinic in El Paso routinely works with William Beaumont to help treat veterans.

Last week | sent the enclosed letter to William Beaumont Commander Colonel James Baunchalk
regarding this incident and requested a response by this Friday, February 13. Commander Baunchalk did
quickly acknowledge receipt of my inquiry and | await his response. The purpose of my inquiry is to get
to the root of what went wrong at William Beaumont so that we can take appropriate steps to prevent
this from ever happening again.

As we learn more about what exactly transpired at the hospital, | look forward to working with yc?u to
ensure accountability for the errors made at William Beaumont and to ensure high levels of medical care
for our veterans and military personnel.

Additionally, | know you are aware that my district includes several military facilities, including White
Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, that are of the utmost importance to both our
national defense and Southern New Mexico communities. | would very much like to have you visit us in
Southern New Mexico to see these installations and the great work in which our service members are
engaged. :

Sincerely,

7/@% A —
Harry Teague
Member of Congress
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7. Canyou positively identify all patients who may have received insulin shots through the
incorrect pro;edure?

8. itls my understanding that this incorrect procedure began in August of 2007. What happens in
the event that you do not have up-to-date contact information for patients who may be at risk?

9. Ifan individual believes he or she may be at risk due to an insulin shot he or she received at
WBAMC, what steps should an individual take to determine whether or not they may nheed
medical testlng or treatment?

10. | have been informed that roughly 9% of those affected are residents of New Mexico and may
live a great distance from WBAMC. What steps are you taking to facilitate testing and further
treatment for patients who live far away from WBAMC?

11, What specific step s is WBAMC taking to ensure that this does not happen again?

t would also like to thank you in advance for your respohses to my questions. { look forward to working
with you t0 ensure our veterans receive only the highest level of medical care.

Sincerely,

TtV eagpe

Member of Congress
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GARY G. MILLER

42w DvricT, Cawvonra
Fax: (202) 226-8962

ASSISTANT WHIP AT LARGE
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES ' . 1000 Exer LakweT Aoan, Surre 160
— DRITED STATES el
COMAND INFRASTRUCTORE HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES '
2
BUILDING A BECT;I'::’! 7 AMERICA CAUCUS, e (949) 470-8484
February 5, 2009
Congressional Liaison
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301
RE: Coastal Defense Products, Inc.
TIN: - .
Dear Congressionél Liaison:

This letter is on behalf of my constituent, Donald Clark, concering his business, Coastal
Defense Products, Inc, which has a government contract with the United States Air Force. Mr.
and Mrs. Clark have not received their progress payments and are therefore unable to make
payroll. Mr. Clark also noted that the DCAA has not released the audit to the DCMA to be able
to make the payment and they are very concerned about this. What is the status of this situation?

- Any information or assistance you can provide will be greatly appreciated.

I would be appreciativc if you or a member of your staff would review the cnc.loscd

. documents pertaining to my constituent's case and provide assistance in resolving this situation.

Please direct your correspondence to the attention of my staff mcmbct Lisa King, in my Brea
office. My fax number is (714) 257-9242.

Thank you in advance for your assistance. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

GARY G. MILLER
Member of Congress

OSD 01404—09
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e o aromTon House of Representatives ey
ANSPORT,
AND INFRASTRUCTURE TWashington, BL 205152404 e
2900 GOVERNMENT STREET, SUITE B
Htpulivww.house.govigenstayl February 3, 2009 . OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 36554
' 627 CENTRAL AVENUE
The Honorable Robert Gates N
Secretary of Defense 412 HWY 90, SUITE 8
1400 Defense Pentagon ' ', BAYSLIS 4

Washington, DC 20301-1400
Dear Mr. Secretary:

I write to express my concerns about the acquisition and subsequent sale of real property
of the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH) at Gulfport, Mississippi, occurring in .
2003.

I have recently received copies of letters sent by former Principal Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Charles S. Abell to the chairmen of the
House and Senate Armed Services Committees (dated August 6, 2003) notifying them
that the AFRH intended to sell “two beachfront properties” located at 1804 and 1814
Beach Drive, Gulfport, Mlss:ssxppn For your review, I have attached copies of the
aforementioned letters.

Mr. Abell’s letters state that the properties “were acquired earlier this year as part of a
larger property acquisition.” The letters explain that the “original acquisition was for

- 10.02 acres of land on the eastern border of the Gulfport facility” and that the purchase
price for this acreage was “$5.692 million.”

According to Mr. Abell’s letters, the “AFRH is currently in receipt of two offers to
purchase the property from Messers. Brent Warr and Gene Warr” and he had “decided to
accept these offers” which would “result in $1 million, which will be deposited into the
AFRH Trust Fund.” The letter, however, distinguishes that the two properties bemg
resold to the Warrs’are “smaller” than the original 10.02 acre parcels.

As I'review this transaction, the following questions come to mind:

1. At the time that AFRH purchased the original 10.02 acres, what was the
property’s total appraised value, including acreage and all structures on the
property?

2. What was the size of the “smaller” parcels sold to the Warrs? What, if any,

portions were retained by AFRH after the sale?

What was the appraised value of the property that the AFRH sold to the Warrs?

What was the sale price of the property that the AFRH sold to the Warrs?

According to the 2003 letters, “$1 million was to be deposited into the AFRH

Trust Fund.” If there was a discrepancy between the sale price and the sum

deposited in the AFRH Trust Fund for these properties, what became of the

balance?
OSD 01429-09 1
e
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6. Mr, Abell’s letter described the parcels that the AFRH sold to the Warrs as
: beachfront praperties. Where are these properties located with respect to the rest
of the original purchase? Are these parcels within the boundaries of the 10.02
acres in the original purchase?

I would greatly appreciate if you could fumish answers to the questions posed above and
any relevant documents on which they are based including but not limited to appraisals,
deeds, financial transactions, property descriptions, sale papers, etc.

I request that you furnish the information within two weeks of receipt of this letter. If you
need additional time to provide answers to these questions or have any questions
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

cerely, A
GENET. nagz .
A Member of Congress
GT:sp
Enclosures (2)

CC: Hon. Ike Skelton, Chairman, House Armed Services Committee
Timothy Cox, Chief Operating Officer, AFRH



@ongress of the United States
HMashington, BE 20515

February 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We write in support of Dr. Solomon Passy’s nomination for the position of Secretary
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We respectfully request that the
United States lend its support to Dr., Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select
NATO’s next Secretary General as the current term of Secretary General Japp de Hoop
Scheffer expires later this year.

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev of Bulgaria proposed Dr.
Passy as a candidate for the Secretary General position during a meeting with President Bush
on June 18, 2008. ’

For nearly two decades, Dr. Passy has demonstrated a clear vision and solid
leadership in international relations, particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of

Bulgaria’s parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria from the Warsaw

Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year, Dr. Passy also founded the
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. -
Years later, Dr. Passy’s vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria’s Foreign
Minister, he negotiated and signed the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 2005.

International circumstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary
General from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy, would strengthen ties
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued
European integration.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

/42/@;4 = s
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. Signed by:
Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-FL)
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT)

Rep. Mike McIntyre (D-NC)
Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL)
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JOHN J. HALL, NEW YORK DOUG LAMEORN, COLORADO
OEBORAH L. HALVORSON, ILLINDIS COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS GUS M BILIRAXIS, FLORIDA
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE
CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS
JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA KINGSTON € SMITH
JERRY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA 335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIO . AND CHIEF COUNSEL
TIMOTHY J. WALZ, MINNESOTA WasHinGgToN, DC 20515
JOHN K. ADLER, NEW JERSEY
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA http://vetarans.house.gov
GLENN C. NYE, VIRGINIA
MALCOM A. SHORTER February 5 ’ 2009
STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As part of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs responsibilities, I authorize
Geoffrey Bestor and Arthur Wu, staff on the Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations, to travel on official government business to Albuquerque, NM
during the period of February 17-18, 2009.

The primary purpose of their visit is to observe the joint venture between VA and
the Air Force at Kirtland Air Force Base; and to review the Research and
Development Cooperative Studies Program operations in Albuquerque.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in New Mexico. It would be appreciated if
the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required,
including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for
payment of actual and necessa%ﬁxpenses ang trmsportation as inay be required is
authorized pursuant to title S.C, Sectlo&j}@&g)

Thank you for your continued support and assmtance. If you have further
questions, please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653.

Sincerely,

‘Bee

BOB FILNER

Chairman
MS/ic

OSD 0143909
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Febeuary 12, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

! The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

.Dear Secretary Gates,

’ It is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democratic Caucus at our annual
weokend issues conference, which will be held the weekend of May 1, 2009 in Bedford Springs,
Pennsylvania,

This is the one time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside of Washington to
brainstorm and strategiz¢ on the most pressing challenges facing our nation. Our Caucus is very
interested to hear your strategies for addressing the multiple national scourity challenges facing
the United States. ‘

i | My staff will work with your office to schedule a time for you to speak, either on Friday
: aﬂernoon.MaylorSaturdaymoming,Mayz. President Obama has confirmed his atfendance at
the conference .

1 know my colleagues will be thrilled if you are able to join us. Pleaseletmelmow
whether you will be able to attend, ot have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic
Policy Committee at (202) 224-4637.

Sincercly,

/év“" f
' L. Dorgan
: Chairman

i - =
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P.MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURQ, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSQN, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA

Congress of the Wnited States
Aoose of Representatioes

Committee on Appropriations

AWashington, DE 20515-6015

JERAY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BiLL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR)
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN AHNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIAK, RLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BOMNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C, LATOURETTE, OHIO

STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY TOM COLE, DKLAHOMA

SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.. GEORGIA February 5, 2009

BAMBARA LEE, CAUIFORNIA. _ CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFOANIA BEVERLY PHETO
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA TELEPHONE:

STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK {202) 226-2771

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRD RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADD

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Ms. Jennifer Miller, Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr.
Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to
travel on official business to Vienna, Austria and Paris, France during the approximate
time period of ebruary 15-21, 2009. The putpose of this trip is to review miatters
relating to the CIA, NSA and counter-terrorism operations and activities.

~ Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial transportation.

Sincerely,

avt
David R. Obey
Chairman
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(202) 226-2771

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John T. Salazar, a
Member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Mexico, Nicaragua and
Jan:wgsga during the approximate time period of February 16 — 22, 2009. He will
be joining a delegation led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chairman of the Foreign
Affairs $u_bcommittee on the Western Hemisphere. The purpose of this trip is to
meet with government and non government officials regarding political and
economic developments, and general bilateral relations with each country.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense
to the government.

. .It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be
conducted via military aircraft.
Sin
a

David R. Obey
Chairman
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House of Representatives
Commirtee on Appropriations
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:
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JERAY LS, CALIFOANIA

€. W, Dat YOUNS, FLORIA
PARGLD AOGERS, EENTUCKY
FRANK B, WOLF. VIRGINIA

JACK MINGSTON. GEORGIA
ROCNEY F_FAEUNGHUVEEN, NEW JERSEY
TROD NAHAT, RakSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENMESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBEAY B ADERHOLY, ALABAMA
JO BNN EMERBON, MISEOUR
KAY GRANGER, TEXAZ

MICHAES, K, SMPEON, I0AHD
JObe ADNEY CULBLRSOM, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIAK, LLINOYS
ANDER CRENGHAW, FLORIDA,
OEMIS R RENDEAS, MONTANA
JOHN A, CARTER, TEXAS

RODNLY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT. CALIFOANIA

JO BONNER, ALABARSA

STEVEN G, LLTQUAETTZ, OHID
TOM COLE, OCLANOMA

CLERK AND STASF QIRECTOR
SEVIALY PREYO

TELEPHONE:
1202) 235211

Authorization is hereby granted to Adam Harris, staff members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of February 19 —23, 2009, to Isracl.
The purpose of this trip is to meet with Intelhgence Community personnel to discuss conditions

in Israel.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for exatnination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108%(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircratt.

Sincerely,

S Pavid Obey

Chatrman
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LINCOLN DAVIS COMMITTEES:

4ri DISTRICT, TENNESSEE APPROPRIATIONS
SENIOR WHIP RURAL oeve%:m::'?oe::m:c;;ﬁfruﬁk.smnm.
AND RELATED AGENCIES
ENC SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
Congress of the nited States
1bouge of Wepresentatives
Washington, BL 20515-4204
February 12, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary
Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. 1
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach, and devotion to
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the
Department of Defense.

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act,
2009, which was passed in the 110® Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended, or whose
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five-
hundred dollars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds are to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense
submits a provisional plan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. It
has recently been called to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to
this group of soldiers.

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as
they continue to perform admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those
whose service is extended. I feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated service men
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully
urge your attention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment

to this great nation.
Sincerely,
Lincoln Davis : :
Member of Congress o OSD 01636-09
e AR
410 Cannon House OrFrce BuiLbing 629 NORTH MAIN STREET 477 NORTH CHANCERY STREET 1064 NORTH GATEWAY AVENUE 1804 CARMACK BOULEVARD
WasHINGTON, DC 20515 JAMESTOWN, TN 38556 Suite A-1 Rockwoob, TN 37854 SuIte A
(202) 225-6831 {931) 879-2361 McMinnviLLe, TN 37110 (866) 364-3323 CoLumeta, TN 38407
Fax: (202) 226-5172 Fax: (931) 879-2389 (931) 473-7251 Fax: (865) 354-3316 " (931) 490-8689
Fax: (931) 473-7259 Fax: (931} 490-8675

www.house.gov/lincalndavis



Congress of the Enited étatcﬁ

Washington, BE 20515
February 11, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

‘Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Dr. Gates:

We are writing to express our strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal
attention to this issue.

. As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill,_an
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009, After reviewing the final appropriated levels for
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that current funding will be
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production.
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these
aircraft.

Therefore, we request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes
procurement funding for all three LRIP Lot I aircraft.

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we lodk forward to your
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D
program.

Sincerely,

RT. STEVE IS% Bl

Member of Member of Congress




Member of Congress Member of Congress
TIM H. op MICHAEL A, ARCURI
Member of Congress  Member of Congress

The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
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BRETT GUTHRIE ASSISTANT WHIP
SECOND DIgYRILT, KENTUCKY . SO EON
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LASOR .
TRANGPORTATION AND INFRASTAUCTURE . SUBCOMMITYEES:
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Ecouonc D, Pt Bl e Congress of tbz Hnited Stateg ' towmen v mora
- Bouge of Representatives
February 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Thank you for your ongoing service and commitment to the defense o? our country. Iam
extremely proud that my Congressional District is home to the Fort Knox military installation.

Located at Fort Knox is Ireland Army Community Hospital. The hospital provides a vital
service to the entire community. Built in 1957, Ireland Army Community Hospital (IACH)
provides top quality health care to Fort Knox and six surrounding states. JACH serves the Fort
Knox community with primary and specialty care providers, In addition to Kentucky, IACH’s
area of responsibility also includes Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, lllinois, and Wisconsin. The
hospital is aléo home to Camp Memorial Blood Center and an Optical Fabrication Laboratory.

As you know, included in The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (H.R. 1)
are substantial funds for infrastructure improvements at Department of Defense facilities. Iurge
you to give Ireland Army Community Hospital full consideration when deciding how to allocate

_these infrastructure investment funds.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request, Should your staff have any
questions or need more information please contact John Connell in my Washington office at
(202) 225-3501 if you have any questions. -

Sincerely,

BRETT G OSD 01659

Memberof Congrss IIHIIIIIHIIWIIIIWﬂIWIMIIIWMWIWII

B0 CANNON HOLME DFFCE BURGING
WASHINGYON. DC

1001 GENTER STREET, SUITE 300
BOWUNG GREEM, KENTUZKY 43801

THiS MAILING WAS FREPARED, PUBLISHED, AND MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXPENGE.
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Congress of the Mnited States
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JERMY LEVAS, CALIFORNIA
C. v InLL YDUNG, FLOFRIDA

MAAGLE ROGERS, KENTUCKY
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ADAA SCMIFF, CALIFORMIA SEVERLY PrETD
MICHALL HO2IDA, CAUFGATHA

BETTY MCCOLLULA, MINNESOTA TELEFHONE:
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Tikt AV AN, OMIO

CA "OUTCH* AUPFERSBERSER, MARYLAND
BLN CrANDLER, KEHTUDY

DEBOIL WAL SLAMAN SCAULTZ, ALOMON
CIRQ RODRIGUET. TEXAS

UNCOLUN UGB, TENNESSER

JOHM T. RALAYAR, COLONAD0

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John P. Murtha and the Honorable
Norman Dicks, member of the Committee on Appropriations, and Paul Juola and Timothy
Prince, staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time
period of February 15— 18, 2009, 1o Seattle, Washington and Colorado Springs, Colorado. The
purpose of this trip is to visit Mudigan Army Hospital to obtain briefs on military health care and
visit wounded Servicemen; o visit and tour Department of Defense and contractor installations
in preparation for the fiscal year 2010 budget markup. Authorization is also granted for Mr.
Murtha to be returned to Johnsiown, Pennsylvania.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of
protocal at no expense to the government.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever urmg'-menb are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military
aircraft. '

Sincerely,

David Obey
Chairman -
OS 017 14-09
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mx. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby pranted to Sarah Young, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of February 16 — 18, 2009, to
Colorado Springs, Colorade. The purpose of this trip is to join CODEL Murtha for his visit to
Fort Carson, and to receive briefings on fiscal year 2010 budget and current status of the Missile
Defense Agency .

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examipation of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commertcial aircraft.

David R. Obey
Chairman
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES'

KevIN BRADY H

MEMBER OF CONGRESS QUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
871 DISTRICT OF TexAs WasHINGTON, D.C.
DepuTY WHiIP

February 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert Michael Gates

Secretary of Defense
Office of the Secretaty of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C, 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

P T N

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS
SOCIAL SECURITY
TRaDL

Jomr ECONOHIC CoMMITTEE

I write to you again to urge the Department of Defense (DoD) to produce & full

accounting for each facility in Iraq that was involved or associated with an elecirocution
* death or injury of any U.S. personnel or contractor. Since Congressional atention was

focused on this issue, the response from DoD and related departments such as the DoD

Office of Inspector General (DoD IG) have been less than satisfactory.

As you know, last year in the 110® Congress, government representatives from DoD,
DoD IG, and the Defense Coniract Management Agency (DCMA) testified before the
House Oversight and Government Reform Committes regarding deficient electrical
systems in Iraq. During that hearing, I directly asked each agency to identify who was
responsible for the installation and maintenance of electrical generator that caused
accidental electrocutions of U.S. personnel, One of the deceased was a twenty-three yeat
old Army National Guard soldier, Staff Sgt. Chris Bvereit of Huntsville, Texas. Staff
Sgt. Everett was my constituent, and his untimely death occurred, not because of enemy
fire, but because the power-washer that he was using to wash a Humivee was improperly
grounded. These are not isolated incidents, as the Army has acknowledged at least 16

possible cases of elsctrocution.

Moreover, recently I was extremely dismayed to learn that there has been yet another
report of an American soldier receiving shocks from facilities installed and maintained by
U.S. contractors in Iraq. The Associated Press (AP) reports that Pfe, Justin Shults was
sendered unconscious and suffered severe burns while showering in Tarmiyah, Iraq. That
these incidents continue to threaten the lives and safety of cur fighting men and women

are unacceptable,

Mr. Secretary, I believe you are as outraged as I am by these incidents, and I strongly.
urge that the Department of Defense and its related agencies provide me a detailed

301 CannoN HOUSE OFFICE BUILOING, WASHINGTON, D.C, ROBI6 * RO2-225-4001

hitp:/iwww house.govibrady

~OSD 0174
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accounting regarding the chain of custody for the operation and maintenance of electrical
equipment and facilities that are connected to electrocutions. Also, please provide an
estimate as to when this report will be available.

- Thank you for your leadership and service to our country, and your prompt attention to
this important and tragic issue,

Sincerely, ’ .

3 4
U.S. House of Representatives
Eighth District of Texas

Ce: The Honorable Gordon S. Heddedl, Acting Inspector General Department of Defease
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(202) 2263684

HOUSE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE hitp:icartar.nousa.gov
SECRETARY
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REPUBLICAN STEERING COMMITTEE 1717 N, 1435, Sume 303
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M %’%ﬁfms 1HBouse of Bepresentatives m%&‘*ﬁﬁ?‘ pane
MOMELANS SEcumTY Thaghington, BE 20515-4331
February 9, 2009
Hon. Robert Wilkic
Assistant Secretary of Defensc
for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Hon. Wilkie:

Mr. John Rockey, President of Rockey Enterprises regarding requests a copy of the
lease criteria bid for GSA Lease, Solicitation Order 8TX2425A, has recently contacted
me. GSA desires fo lease approximately 50,000 square feet of office space in San
Antonio to accommodate DOD Tricarc Management Activity Center. He is concerns why
his viable Class B property offering is not considered.

I'have enclosed, for your rcview, copies of the correspondence I received. I would
appreciate any information you can provide so that | may pass it nIong to my constituent.
I trust that this case will receive your full consideration.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cheryl, Bell County Office, 6544
B South General Bruce Drive, Temple, TX. 76502, phone 254-933-1392. Thank you for

your time.
Sincerely,
John Carter
- Member of Congress
IJC:ch
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA
NOAMAN O. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE €. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DeLAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

€D PASTOR, ARZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE O. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLOAIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEDRGIA
MARION BEARY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO ADDAIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T SALAZAR, COLORADO

Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Congress of the Anited States

Aowse of Representaties
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, DC 20515-6015

February 17, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

€. W, BiLL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P, FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TGDD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ADBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR)
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODMEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CAUFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATQURETTE, CHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225-2771

Reference is made to my letter dated February 12, 2009, granting authorization to the Honorable
Rush Holt, Chairman of the Select Intelligence Oversight Panel, and Mr. Adam Harris, staff member of
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Israel on February 20-23, 2009. The purpose of this trip is
to meet with Intelligence Community personnel to discuss conditions in Israel.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to change the dates of travel for the Honorable Rush Holt
to February 19-23, 2003, and to February 18-23, 2009 for Mr. Adam Harris.

It will be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

(7Y 4
David Obey
Chairman

i
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February 16, 2009

Dcpartment of Defense
Attn: Congressional Liaison
1300 Defensc Pentagon
Washingtlon, DC 20301

RE: Dale Lautenbach ~ Visions Upholstery and Canvas
Dear Congressional Liaison.

1 am writing on behall of my constituent, Mr, Dale Lautenbach, owner of Visions
Upholstery and Canvas, a contractor for the Department of Defense. Mr. Lautenbach
contacted my office for assistance with correcting what he believes to be an injustice
regarding the acceptance of a recent bid to produce gloves for the DOD.

Mr. Lautenbach sent a bid to the DOD on January 12, 2009, which was the deadline to
bid on the project. Unforumately. the fax was not received and/or processed by the DOD.
A hard copy of the proposal was also submitted via U.S. Mail. Mr. Lautenbach has
alrcady furnished a copy of his fax history that proves that he sent the proposal on time,
however this bid is stil] being held up by the legal department.

T respectfully request thal you look into this matter 1o determine if the proposal submitted
by Visions Upholstery and Canvas can be accepted by the DOD. Mr. Lautenbach wishes
to continue his good working relationship with the DOD and also put people back to
work here in northeast Wisconsin. Thank you for your time and consideration in this

matter,
Sincerely,
S %a )
Steve Kagen, MD
Member of Congress
SK/rl
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February 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 7, 2009, regarding Codel
Tanner. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable John Tanner (D-TN) and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney
The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN) and Mrs. Leslie Gordon
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY)

The Honorable Dennis Moore (D-KS) and Mrs. Stephene Moore
The Honorable John Boozman (R-AR) and Mrs. Cathy Boozman
The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller

The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross

The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott

The Honorable Charlie Melancon (D-LA) and Mrs. Peachy Melancon
The Honorable Baron Hill (D-IN)

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tanner
Mr. Paul Belkin, CRS Detailee to House Committee on Forelgn Affairs
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Please note that Mr. David Hobbs, NATO PA Secretary General, has been invited
to travel with the delegation from Paris to Vienna.
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY PEL®SI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives



February 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary: ° @

This is in further reference to my letter of January 15, 2009, regarding Codel John Lewis.

Please note that Turkey, Greece, and the United Arab Emirates have been added to the itinerary.
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable John Lewis (D-GA)

The Honorable Spencer Bachus (R-AL) and Mr. Stuart Bachus
The Honorable Jim McDetmott (D-WA) and Mrs. Therese Hansen
The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX)

The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA)

The Honorable Al Green (D-TX)

The Honorable Andre Carson (D-IN) and Mrs. Miriama Carson

Mr. Michael Collins, Floor Asst. to the Chief Deputy Democratic Whip
Mr. Michael Staley, Chief of Staff to Rep. Bachus -

Ms. Jamila Thompson, Senior Policy Advisor to Rep. Lewis

Ms. Brenda Jones, Communications Director to Rep, Lewis

Please note that Mr. Stuart Bachus will be traveling with the delegation on a reimbursable

basis per DOD directive.

CC:

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELO I o

Speaker of the House

The Honorablé Lorraine C. Miller,.Clerk
US House of Representatives.
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CIRQ RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

UNCOLN DAWIS, TENNESSEE

JOMN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C.W. Bill Young, Rodney
Frelinghuysen, Mike Simpson, and Ken Calvert, members of the Committee on Appropriations
and Tom McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel
on a CODEL led by Representative Carolyn Maloney to Naples, Rome, and Venice, Italy and
Dublin, Ircland during the approximate time period of April 14-20, 2009. The purpose of this
trip is'to meet with Defense officials at Aviano Air Force Base and Vicenza Army Base to view
operations and discuss resource requirements. In addition, we will meet with US Ambassadors
to Italy and Ireland, as well as senior Italian officials for political/operational updates. Spouses

- are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no expense to the
government.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military
aircraft.

Sincerely,

Gt

David R. Obey
Chairman
SD 018
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Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

As the new Administration prepares its ﬁscﬂ year 2010 budget request for missile del_’e}lse, I hope
you will make providing our combatant commanders sufficient theater missile defense capability your
highest priority within the existing missile defense budget.-

The threat from short- and medium-range missiles represents the overwhelming ballistic missile
threat to United States interests, its deployed forces, and friends and allies around the world. Qur mlhtary
commanders recognize this point. The Joint Capability Mix Study II (JCM II), conducted by the Jm_nt
Staffin 2007 to examine theater upper-tier missile defense requirements, concluded that to meet their
minimum warfighing requirements, combatant commanders require nearly twice as many interceptors as
the 96 Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) interceptors and 133 Standard Missile-3 (SM-3)
interceptors currently planned.

In testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee in 2007, General James Cartwright
stated thiat his priority with regard to missile defense was to expand, “beyond long-range intercontinental
ballistic missiles to start to address those that hold at threat our forward deployed forces, or allies and our
friends. Those are more in the short- and medium-range ballistic missiles, things that Patriot, Standard
Missile-2 and [Standard Missile]-3 will be able to address, and THAAD as it comes on.”

Over the past several years, Congress has consistently directed the Department of Defense to

~ devote greater priority within the existing missile defense program toward countering the short- and
medium-range ballistic missile threat. Commenting on the JCM II recommendations in the Joint
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2009 [Public Law 110-417], the bill’s managers stated they were, “deeply disappointed that
the Department of Defense has not planned or budgeted for even this minimum requirement, and we
believe that achieving this minimum inventory should be the highest priority for the Missile Defmse. ‘
Agency. We expect the Department of Defense to budget accordingly starting with the budget submission
for fiscal year 2010.”

I fully agree with President Obama’s position that we should only deploy missile defens?s that
have been sufficiently tested and proven to work. Theater missile defense systems, such as Patriot PAC-3,

OSD 01929-09
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Secretary Robert M. Gates
February 23, 2009
Page Two

THAAD, and Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (Aegis BMD) meet the President’s criteria. The Director of
Operational Test and Evaluation’s (DOT&E) Fiscal Year 2008 Annual Report stated that “the inherent .
BMDS defensive capability against theater threats increased during the last fiscal year and DOT&E
expects this trend to continue.” Furthermore, in 2008, the commander of the Navy’s operational test and
evaluation force declared the Aegis BMD 3.6 system to be operationally effective and suitable. .

In addition to the JCM II recommendations, there are other ways to focus our limited investments
in mature systems that address near term threats. The Department should examine the feasibility of
upgrading additional Aegis cniisers and destroyers to be able to' conduct ballistic missile defense
operations. Under the current program of record, only 22 Aegis ctuisers and destroyers are planned to be
upgraded by the Missile Defense Agency. Given the existing operational demands on these vessels, and
growing requirement by combatant commanders around the world for ballistic missile defense-capable
ships, this assessment should be a priotity. 1would also encourage you to explore the options for
deploying a land-based version of the SM-3 missile. Such a capability has the potential to expand missile
defense coverage for U.S. deployed forces and our friends and allies around the world

- I recognize that the Administration will likely be forced to make tradeoffs as it develops the fiscal
‘year 2010 defense budget. Given the need to fund other high priority defense programs, reductions to the
missile defense program may be required. However, due to the existing threat from short- and medium-
-range ballistic missiles, the requirements of our regional combatant commanders, and the strong testing
record of theater missile defense systems, I believe that addressing the recommendations outlined in the
JCM II study (i.e., doubling the number of THAAD and SM-3 interceptors) should be the Department’s
highest priority within the missile defénse budget. I ask that you take this into account as you develop thc
fiscal year 2010 budget request -

Thank you for your consideration and attention. I look forward to your reépqnse.

Sincerely,

e, —

Ellen O. Tauscher

Chairman

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces
Committee on Armed Services

cc:  Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Honorable John Young, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics
Honorabie Michelle Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
~ General James Cartwright, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Strategic Command
Lieutenant General Patrick O’Reilly, Director, Missile Defense Agency
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JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
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KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA
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BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA February 4, 2009 CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA .
BETTY MCOLLUM, MINNESOTA : TELEPHONE,
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK (202) 225-2771
TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND

BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA

CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Thé Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, a Member of
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Australia and New Zealand, during
the approximate time period of February 13-22, 2009. The purpose of this trip is
to meet with government officials, to review intelligence and energy programs.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense
to the government.

' _Iti'will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be
conducted via military aircraft.

Sincerely,

avid R. Obey
Chairman

S
»

1

Q
@
=
=

09
T

A RAN



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
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February 17, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W, BILL, YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ADGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR!
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINQIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS RB. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORMA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202 226-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 4 — 6, 2009, to San Jose,
California. The purpose of this trip is to receive an overview of the plan that authorizes the
creation of a new Enterprise Architecture (EA) to comprehensively resolve persistent electronic

health record issues.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost-
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examination of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincer

0

David R. Obey
Chairman

D 01935
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Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization
for members and staff to travel on a CODEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples,
Rome, and Venice, Kaly and Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of.

April 14 - 20, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Representative
Steven LaTourette to travel on this CODEL.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

7 e

David R. Obey
Chairman
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Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, BC 20515

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Dofense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary,

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and 1 were the lead sponsors
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the o
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in
World War | or World War I1.

Found within the legislation is a directive asking the Defense Depaftment, :Eiong with the
Treasury Department, to help fully indentify all individuals who ave deserving of this award.

Section 5, subparagraph (b) states:
The Secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the tribes, shall:

(1) Determine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the
exception of the Navajo Tribe, ,

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe identified under subparagraph (a) on a
list

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to the Smithsonian Institution for maintenance

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the
Department of Defense and the Department of the Treasury in an attempt to movs this process
forward. Afier speaking with all the parties involved, it is our understanding that the Office of
the Army Historian or some other archival department within the Department of Defense has a
tontative list of individuals who would be deemed “Code Talkers” within the definitions of the
recently passed legislation.

Lam writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States :
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I wiil enclose a copy of the public
law pertinent to this request for your review, If you have any questions about our expedited
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) ot Clark Peterson (224-
4721/Inhofe). '

Sincerely, Since

James Inhofe Dan Boren )
United States Senator Member of the House of Representatives

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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February 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Sec

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Earl Pomeroy, a member of the House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Macedonia on official business during the approximate time
period of April 4-10, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Kosovo
. Assembly and the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia in conjunction with the
mission of the Commission. In Bosnia, the delegation will meet with members of the
national parliament, the national executive, and other leaders to better understand the
constitutional reform process and to discuss HDAC efforts within the region. A listof -
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Membel\s may travel
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreclated if the Department of Defense would fomish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation, Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.

1 108(g) )

ﬂmnkyouinadvanceforymnpmmptattmﬁmto this matter.

Since:rely,

NANCY PL;I.OS

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

B 6987-09
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February 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary -

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301 ®

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel
Bochner. Please note that the delegation will no longer be traveling to Turkey, but has
added Belgium to the itinerary.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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February 2, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel

Hoyer. Please note tha# OIC)

has been requested as escort.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

NANCY PE
Speaker of

ce: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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CARQOL SHEA-PORTER

FIRST DISTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

ReADINESS
MIUTARY PERSONNEL

1330 LonGWORTH House OrFFice BuiLDiNG
WasHingTan, DC 20615
1202) 225-5456
{202) 225-5822 (Fax)

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
WORKFORCE PROTECTION
HeaLTHY FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES

33 LowewL STREET 7
T;%E&E? (3?1?1 @unm Bss Ut t‘be mnltth gtattﬂ COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
P — Houge of Representatives o e Fomeero

b Washington, BE 20515 puee fanoe

R TE-E F b 17 2009 wwuw.shea-portes.house.gov
ebruary 1/,
. The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000
Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in

Iraq.

As you are aware, KBR has held a contract for building maintenance for U.S. military
facilities in Iraq since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations
into the dangers KBR’s faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel. The
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution
deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers.and 2 contractors) in KBR-maintained facilities.
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers
inIraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform conducted an in-
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower
on January 2; 2008. The Committee’s investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a “Level I1I Corrective Action
Request” to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in “serious non-compliance.” This
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR’s
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not
surprising that Capt. David J. Graff, commander of the DCMA s International Division,
was quoted in an Associated Press article, stating that “many within DOD have lost or are
losing all remaining confidence in KBR’s ability to successfully and repeatedly perform
the required. electrical support services mission in Iraq.”

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and
negligent performance of work are not acceptable.



We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR.
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line for us in a war zone, we not
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response.
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WATER, RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

VETERANS' AFFAIRS

House of Wepregentatives PETERANS ARFARS
Washington, BE 205153102 Hea

February 17, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to update you on the situation regarding the improper administration of insulin at
William Beaumont Army Medical Center (WBAMC) in El Paso, Texas.

On February 5, 2009, I wrote to WBAMC Commander, Colonel James Baunchalk, requesting
answers to questlons I had about the incident. Last Friday, February 13, 2009, Colonel
Baunchalk responded in writing to my list of questions. Those responses are attached for your
information. Colonel Baunchalk’s staff has also been in contact with my office and has provided
me with the following pieces of information:

Of the 2,114 persons that may have received an insulin injection with the “pen device”,
1,188 persons have been contacted.

144 persons have died due to conditions unrelated to this incident.
630 persons have had blood drawn for testing.
33.4% (or 658 ofthe 1,970 living persoﬁs) are vet;rans. .
782 (or 39.69%) have yet to be contacted.
In addition, this Saturday, February 13, 2009, I visited WBAMC and viewed the insulin injection

device that was improperly used. I received a briefing on the proper procedure for the insulin
pen, as well as a tour of the hospital.
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The events that have transpired at William Beaumont are unacceptable. Although I have been
informed that investigations are planned, we still do not now have an understanding of how the
mistake could have occurred. I believe that WBAMC patients who received the shots face -
serious health risks, and I have made it clear that I view this situation with the utmost
seriousness. -

Iask you to closely monitor the situation at WBAMC to make sure affected patients are
contacted, tested, and, if necessary, expeditiously treated. Your oversight of the investigations is
also important to ensure they are exhaustive and impartial.

I'look forward to working with your office on a solution that prevents this from happening again,

If you have any other questions in regards to this matter, please feel free to contact me at 202-
225-2365.

Sincerely,

St 7 g agece.

Han'y Teague
Member of Congress




@ongress of the nited States
MWashington, B 20515
February 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert M Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

Congratulations on your reappointment as our nation’s Secretary of Defense. | am extremely
appreciative and grateful to you for your outstanding service to our nation as an Air Force officer,
senior intelligence official and unyielding advocate for the men and women serving in our nation’s
Armed Services. In the coming years, I am confident that your leadership will guide the quattment ;
of Defense to more actively promote the health and wellbeing of our men and women in uniform.

Recently, the United States Army announced that suicide rates among Active Duty, Reserve and
National Guard troops reached a record high in 2008, surpassing nationwide civilian rates, While the
cause for this dramatic increase is still being investigated, it is evident that greater emphasis needs to
be put on the mental health of our men and women in uniform and those retired veterans who preceded
them,

Today, we know more about post traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury and depression than
we have at any point in our history. Medical professionals now have the ability to treat or even prevent
these disorders if they are addressed quickly. Unfortunately, many sufferers are umnfo:med of their
options, unable to access them or are too embarrassed to seek help.

In light of these rising suicides, Congress and the current Administration have a responsibility to
promote and fund initiatives that make mental health care an ongoing process for all military
personnel, beginning at enlistment and continuing long after refurning from combat. Our troops and
veterans should never be made to teel weak or abandoned when seeking professional help. By fully
funding and properly prioritizing military and Veterans Administration mental health initiatives, we
can counteract the pervasive culture of denial and push a new culture of acceptance and treatment.

In the coming months, I look forward to working with you and your staff in redoubling our eﬂbrts to
provide quality mental health services to all service members, past and present. Thank you again for
all of your efforts and I look forward to working with you on this critical issue.

Member of Congress

OSD 02178-09
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MALCCM A. SHORTER
STAFF DIRECTOR February 9, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Economic
Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Economic
Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight business to Sites in Florida from February
16 to February 19, 2009. The purpose of the travel is to visit various Transition Assistance
Program Workshops in Jacksonville, MacDill, and Key West.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is authorized by
Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up to
business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Mr. Juan Lara at (202) 226-
5491 or Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

BOB FILNER
Chairman

BF/jl -
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February 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 8, 2009, regarding my codel to
Italy and Southwest Asia. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House, and Mr. Paul Pelosi
The Honorable John Larson (D-CT) and Mrs. Leslie Larson

The Honorable George Miller (D-CA) and Mrs. Cynthia Miller

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)

The Honorable William Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ)

The Honorable Anna Eshoo (D-CA)

The Honorable Edward Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal

The Honorable Michael Capuano (D-MA) and Mrs. Barbara Capuano

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms

The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician

Mr. Michael Sheehy, Senior Policy Advisor to the Speaker

Mr. Nadeam Elshami, Deputy Communications Director to the Speaker
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Special Assistant to the Speaker

Ms. Kate Knudson, Personal Assistant to the Speaker

Ms. Bridget Fallon, Director of Protocol to the Speaker

Mr. Philip DeAndrade, Senior Advisor to the Speaker

Mr. Steve Rusnak, Office of Photography

©)©) DSS Agent
(6)©) [USAF
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Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

r)w/fﬁ,&w

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives




February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of February 11, 2009, regarding my codel
to Italy and Southwest Asia.

Please note that Mr. Liam Wasley, US Department of State, has been invited to
travel with the delegation in Italy.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
() oy Vaoms.
NANCY PELO®SI

Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C, Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Ms. Janice McKinney, Assistant Director of the Office
of Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Engel to
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica during the approximate period of February 16-22, 2009.
The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government leaders in
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica to discuss relations with the U.S., regional security and
narco-trafficking, and balateral trade

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

N Tobloai

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

0OSD 02208-09
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20818

Davip PRICE
FOURTH DiSTRICT
NORTH CAROLINA

March 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

I want to flag a matter now before you, the construction of the North Carolina
National Guard’s Joint Forces Headquarters in Raleigh, NC. This facility will
not only serve as the nerve center for our siate Guard operations; it will also
house our State Emergency Operations Center. This project and several
million dollars in state funding have been on hold awaiting federal funding. ‘

[ understand that a decision to provide funding for the project is now pending
in your office; | strongly encourage you to approve the funding. § would be
eager to discuss any questions you may have about the project.

Smcercly,

w N
},’W’j DAVID PRICE
ﬂ"ﬂw k"‘ Vf"" Member of Congress

(i
Lo
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Neney Jelost
Spesker of the Hmuse

February 13, 2008

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Shelley Berkley, Chairwoman of the
Transatlantic Legislator’s Dialogue (TLD), to lead a delegation of Members and staff to
the Czech Republic, Lithuania, and Estonia during the approximate period of April 13-
20, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 66 meeting of the Transatlantic
Legislators’ Dialogue (TLD) and to meeting with government officials in each country to
discuss bilateral relations, engagement with Russia, Jewish issues, and to observe the
implementation of the Visa Waiver Program. For protocol purposes only, spouses may
travel at no cost to the government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later
date.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such

assistance as is necessary, including . d tr rtation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort |P/©) nd [©)©) | and military air
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary
expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

| Sincerely,

)’ﬁkaqscnb( i*e12;><1£,f
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc: - The Honorable Lotraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives '
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February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Lois Capps, a member of t'hc House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Haiti on official
business during the approximate time period of May 7-12, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Haitian
Parliament in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. Meetings with executive
branch officials and site visits to USAID/Haiti projects are also envisioned. A list of
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

/’),AQizf )
NANCY PELOSI

Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Mitler, Cleﬂc'
U.S. House of Representatives
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@ongress of the United States
Wazshington, BE 20515

February 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of
our Armed Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense’s stop loss policy.

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service duty contracts
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss.
This policy especially impacts the National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed
much longer than they expected. This is why we introduced legislation in the 1 10" Congress to provide
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss.

On September 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations %
Act, 2009 was signed into law (P.L. 110-329). The bili provided that all military personnel that have had their .-
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive 7
compensation. The bill also allocated $72 million for the compensation, thus providing enough to compensate
each soldier with the full $500 amount.

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the House and Senate Appropriations Defense
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the
Department’s obligations under P.L. 110-329. Qur soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so
many have been called on to perform.

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,

B% Sutton - ~ Frank Lautenberg
OSD 02261-09
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Hemrey Pelosi
Speaker of the Hose

February 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Steny Hoyer, Majority Leader, to lead a
delegation to Denmark, France, Iraq and Afghanistan on official business during the
approximate time period of May 29 — June 5, 2009. The purpose of this trip will be to
conduct bilateral discussions on national security and energy issues in Denmark; to meet
with government officials regarding national security and human rights challenges in
France; and to meet with government officials and US military commanders and troops in
Iraq and Afghanistan. A list of authorized Members (approximately 8) and staff will
follow at a later date. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members will travel at no
cost to the government.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine
escort (21 and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.

1108(g). o

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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The Honozable Barack Obama
The White House
Washingtoa, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

i

If Teports are accurate, it is our understanding that you sent & letter to Russian President
Medvedev last month suggesting your Administration would halt the development of a European missile
defense system in exchange for Russian assistance to stop Iran from developing nuclear watheads and
ballistic missiles. We are concerned that the Administration may be undertaking a surprisingly unflsteral
action. Though we share your streng devetion to our national security and the security of our allies, we
believe it is unwise and premature 1o offer such a conceseion. We urge you to clarify yoor .
Administration’s position and respectfully caution against a policy that relies too heavily on Russian
cooperation.

Reports of the letter larc disconcerting for a umber of reasons. Foremost, the policy does not .
edequately recognize the threat posed by Iran, Moreover, it rests on a questionable assumption that
Russia can effectively curb Jran's miclear ambitions and weakens our position in future bilateral
acgotiations, Lastly, it undermines NATO's endorsement of the Buropean missile defense proposal. In
particular, it undercuts our allics—the Czech Republic and Poland—who received bipartisan assurances
that once they approved the missile defense agresments, the U.S, would provide support and funding.

Russia's sctions, particularly in Bastern Burope, give us little confidence that they can be relied

upen to follow through with such a commitment. Over the Jast year, as you know, Russis hes pursued a
. divisive policy 1o re-exert its Soviet-era sphere of influence. During this tims, Russia invaded Geargia,

intimidated other nations from joining NATO, and threatened to target Eastern Europe with nuclear
missiles should the proposed Buropean missile defense sites be built. Further, amidst a global economic
crisis, Russia has disrupted shipments of natural gas to Evrope for the second 1ime in three years. Most
recently, Russia used financial incentives to permade Kyrgyzstan to deny the U.S, access 1o its Manas
military base in ordex to suppert coalition operations in Afghanistan. Given these events, we seriously
question reliance upon Russia’s support for 2 common approach on Iran or missile defense.

Iran bas clearly indicated they have no intention of halting their nuclear or ballistic missile

programs, and their recent actions substantiate this point. Last month, they launched a satellite into orbit -

using dual-use, lang-range ballistic missile technology. Last weekend, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff announced that Iran has encugh enriched uranium for a nuclear weapon, Two weeks 2go, the
International Atomic Enezgy Agency found that Iran underestimated by a third how much uranium it has
enriched and noted that Iran has a total of 5,600 centrifuges—an increase from the 3,800 listed in a
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November 2008 rsport—despite three rounds of United Nations Security Counncil sancrions.
Despite these developments, Russian leadsrs have indicated a fundamental disagreement with the

Weast's views on the threat ﬂosed by lIran. Simply put, they apparently do not see a threat, Furthermore,

Moscow continues o beaefit economically from its support of Iran’s nuclear progiam, specifically
through the Bushehr nuclear reactor it has helped Jcan bujld. For all these reasons, wo remain skeprical
that Russia would be in a position to halt Iran’s nucléar and ballistic missile ambitions, and ceutious of 2
strategy that relies on that nation’s action vis-3-vis Iran to protect us and our allies.

Furthermore, we anticipate bilateral arms control negations with Rusgia this year and are
concemed that any concessions promised in this regard may prejudics favorable outcomes. As Robert
Kagan recontly noted, “If Russian leaders believe that the United States is looking for a way “out... they
will negot:atc sccordingly. They might ask why they should make a deal at 21l.” Jf Russia perceives it
can gain 1.8, concessions on missile defense now, will it be more likely to demand greater concessions
later i in negotiations on arms cantrol, nonproliferation, and counter-terrorism?

LﬂsﬂY: asyou know the Buropean missile defense proposal is a NATO pohcy During Jast
year's Bucharest Summit, its leaders endorsed the proposal to place 10 intexceptors in Poland and a radar
in the Czech Republic, citing its “substantial cantribution to the protection of Allies.” According to the
studies we've geen, this proposal is cost-effective and the technelogy, which is Jargely based on systerss
fielded today in Alaska and California, works. Should the United States jsttison this preposal, we risk
losing our credibility both in the alliance and sa & global leader in building collective sécurity. In today's

goec2

complex geopolitical environment, our relationship with our allies and friends is paramount to addcessing

our mutual security concerns. What message does it send to our allies—specifically the Czech Republic
aud Poland—that the United States may not carry out its secucity comnntmmts?

We strongly support the goal of preventing Yran from developing nuclear Weapons and ballistic
misailes, and believe it is in Russia’s interests to work with the international comumunity to achieve this
goal. However, we do not belicve that terminating the Eurgpean missile defense proposal in exchange
for Russian assistance with Jran is the best courge of action to meet our national smmty objectives.

Mr, President, in the future, we hope you will choose consultation with the Cong,ress and our
allies instead of unilateral action when crafling such important palicy proposals. There is bipartisan
suppert in Congress for Evropean missile defonse and we-look forward to the clarification of your
position on this vital issue. As you discuss our collective security challenges with the international
commmnity, we encourage you to send a clear, transparent, and consistent message to our allies that we *
will honer our collective security commitments.

Sincerely,

oé,lcﬂ  Mala

M. Mchugh ‘ Micheael Turner
ing Mamber Member of Congress

}
Cc: The Honoreble Hillary Clinton
Ce: The Honprable Raobert Gates
. |
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DEMOCRATS

BOB RLNER, CALIFORMIA, CHAIRMAN

CORRINE BROWN. FLORIDA
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

MICHAEL H MICHAUD, MAINE

STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKOTA
HAARY E. MITCHELL, ARIZONA

JOHN J. HALL, NEW YORK

DEBORAH L. HALVORSON, ILLINOIS

THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA

HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO

CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA

JEARY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA

ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIQ

TIMOTHY J. WALZ, MINNESOTA

JOMN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY

ANN KIRKPATRICK. ARIZONA

GLENN C. NVE, VIRGINIA

MALCCM A. SHORTER
STAFF DIRECTOR

U.S. Bouse of Repregentatibes

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

335 CANNON House OFFICE BUILDING
WasHinGTON, DC 20515
http:/fveterans.house.gov

February 18, 2009

REPUBLICANS

STEVE BUYER, INDIANA, RANKING

CUFF STEARNS, FLORIDA

JERRY MORAN, KANSAS

HENRY E. BROWN. JR., SOUTH CAROLINA
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOHN BOOZMAN, ARKANSAS

BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA

DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO

GUS M. BILIRAKIS, FLORIDA

VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA

DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE

KINGSTON E. SMITH
REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
AND CHIEF COUNSEL

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight
business to sites in Washington from April 6 to April 10, 2009. The purpose of
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis
AFB, Bremerton AFB, McChord AFB, and Fairchild AFB, Washington.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S.
carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202)
226-5491 and Mlke Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in
this matter.

Sincerely,
BOB FILNER |
- Chairman. o

J L/ot
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U.$. BHouge of Repregentatives DR
Committee on Agriculture ;
TWHashington, B 20515

February 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to serve as an amendment to the authorization letter for an Agriculture Committee
fact-finding Congressional Delegation to be lead by the Tim Holden of Pennsylvania, a member of this
Committee, to Senegal, Mali, and Ghana during the period April 3 to April 17, 2009, (reference
authorization letter dated December 31, 2008, changing countries from Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and
airdrop in Sudan).

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation and
military escort, as may be required to facilitate this trip. For purposes of protocol, Members® spouses
may attend at no additional cost to the U.S. government. It is anticipated that a minimum of five (5)
Members, plus spouses and staff, are expected to join the CODEL. The expenditure of funds for the
payment of actual and necessary expenses and of such transportation as may be required is authorized
pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g).

It would be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel, including transportation. Furthermore, it is requested that
the Army Liaison staff be authorized to accompany this CODEL. Thank you very much for your
continued support and assistance. If you have further quéstions, piease contact Wynn J Bott jn the
Committee’s office at (202) 225-2171.

Sincerely,

Qo QO —

Collin C. Peterson
Chairman

CCP:wb
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JOE DONNELLY

Znw DIaTRIET, INDIANA
LOMMITTEES: )
FINANCIAL SERVICES
e e @ongress of the United States
VETERANS' AFFAIRS Foune of Representatives
Washington, BE 20515
Via FAX
March 2, 2009
The Honorable Robert Wilkie

Assistant Secretary of Defense
~ U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Honorable Wilkje:

PAGE ©2/@7

1216 LongworT HOUBE OFPCE EULDING
WasrsnaTon, DC 20513
1202} 225-3815
Fax: {202) 2256798

DISTERC? OFFICER

Fax; (874) 288~7825

LaPoaTE County COMPLEX
809 STate SrAser. Noom 6018
LAPORTE, IN 46350
(219) 326-5000 axr. 414
Fax: (574) 208~282%

300 EasT BROADWAY, Surrg #102
Logangronr, IN 46847
{674} 7832671
tax: (674) THI-T61Y

I am writing on behalf of my constituent Mrs. Kathe Kain. Kathe runs a business, Sports-
O-Zone, that manufactures a Decon-Zone machine that reduces the odors, bacteria,
viruses, and mold on gear after just one use. It is already in use by the U.8. Marine Corps
Bases in Okanawa and Camp LeJeune, by the United States Air Force at Elmendorf Air
Force Base and Peterson Air Force Base, by the Asymmetric Warfare Group at Fort
Meade and the Total Force Maneuver Support Center at Fort Leonard Wood. With this
proven track record, they feel that they have a valuable product for many other bases and

unjts.

I write you to ask that you please grant every consideration copsistent with U.S. law and
applicable regulation in order to help in this case. If you have any further questions, you
can contact my case manager Peter Gehred at peter.gchred@mail house. gov or call him at

(574) 288-2780.
Regards, ‘
Joe Donnelly
Member of Congress
IDpg

2379-09
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MAJORITY MEMBERS: MINORITY MEMBERS:

HOWARD P, "BUCK" MCKEON, CALIFORNIA,
Senlor Republican Member

THOMAS E. PETRI, WISCONSIN
PETER HOEKSTRA, MICHIGAN
MICHAEL M. CASTLE, DELAWARE

GEORGE MILLER, CALIFORNIA, Chelman -

DALE E. KILDEE, MICHIGAN, Vios Chalman
DONALD M, PAYNE. NEW JERSEY
ROBERT E. ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
ROBERT C. “BOBBY" ECOTT, VIRGINIA
LYNN C. WOOLBEY, CAUFCRNIA

RUBEN HINOJOSA, TEXAS

CAROLYN MoCARTHY, NEW YORK

JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO

ON
JUDY BIGGERT, ILLINOIS
TODD RUSSBELL PLATTS, PENNSYLVANIA
JOE WILBON, SOUTH CARCLINA

DAVID WU, OREGON JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA

RUSH HOLT, NEW JERSEY CATHY MCMORRIS RCDGERS, WASHINGTON
EU@AN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA v o TOM PRICE, GEORGIA

RAUL M. GRIALVA, ARIZONA ROB BISHOP, UTAH

Popiiret i Aoy, Lt
SIS COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR S,
JASCN ALTMIRE PENNSYLUANA U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DAVID P ROE. TENRESEEE

T kR i voRi 2161 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

e S L WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100

WC“P%LEDGE. QHIO

. COLORADO
+ PAUL TONKO, NEW YORK
PEDRO R. PIERLULS), PUERTO RiCO
GREGORIO SABLAN, N. MARIANA, ISLANDS

DINA TITUS. NEVADA : February 19, 2009

Mr. Christian P. Marrone

Acting Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense — Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Marrone:

I would like to extend an invitation to you to testify before the Committee on Education and Labor at the hearing
entitled “Renewing America Through National Service and Volunteerism™ to be held on Wednesday, February 25,
2009 at 10 a.m. in 2175 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C.

You will be given 5 minutes to testify. The lighting system located at the witness table will indicate when you can
begin your testimony and how much time you have left. The light will turn yellow when you have | minute left
and red when your time has expired. Once all witnesses have finished their testimony, the Members will have 5
minutes each to comment and ask questions of witnesses.

Also, pursuant to House Rule X1, Clause 2(g), witnesses testifying before the Committee must meet witness
disclosure requirements. Please complete the attached “Truth in Testimony” form and return to Tylease Alli of the
Committee staff via fax at 202-225-2350. Please provide the following 48 hours prior to the date of the hearing: a
brief summary of your testimony, a brief biography, the “Truth in Testlmony” form, and 50 copies of your
testimony. Please be advised that this 48 hour deadline for testimony is the absolute deadline. Testimony
should be submitted earlier to Alejandra Ceja of the Committee staff if she advises you to do so. If you have
any questions regarding deadlines for the submission of testimony please contact Ms. Ceja. In addition, the
Committee would like to make your written testimony available on our webpage, at http://edlabor.house.gov/. To
do this, we ask that you send an electronic version of your statement in Microsoft Word format as an attachment to
an e-mail to Tylease Allj (tylease.alli@mail.house.gov). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
Ms. Alli at 202-226-1848.

I would like to thank you in advance for your time and interest in this matter. I look forward to hearing your
testimony.

Sincerely,

RGE MILLE 09

G T
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

On Tuesday, March 17, 2009, the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs will conduct a hearing on The Vision
Center for Excellence: What Has Been Accomplished in Thirteen Months. This
hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office
Building.

The Subcommittee invites Ward Cascells, MD, Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health Affairs, U.S. Department of Defense, and Colonel Donald A. Gagliano,
USA, MD, Director, Military Eye Trauma Vision Center of Excellence, U.S.
Department of Defense. Dr. Cascells and Colonel Gagliano will be recognized for
five minutes each, and their complete written statement will be made part of the
hearing record. Please confirm Dr. Cascell’s and Colonel Gagliano's attendance
by having staff contact Mr. Todd Chambers at (202) 225-3569.

Please submit 75 copies of written testimony, and a biography, to Mr. Todd
Chambers at 337A Cannon House Office Building by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, Mafch
13, 2009. To reduce costs and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in
the printed record of the hearing, please provide one copy of the testimony
prepared in accordance with the enclosed formatting requirements.

SD ) 02495-09




Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 9, 2009
Page 2

Due to heightened security precautions, please note that all Congressional
mail delivery is delayed and commercial delivery services are prohibited.
Therefore, you must contact our staff at (202) 225-3569 to make
arrangements for a representative from your organization to hand deliver
your testimony. '

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet -
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives
(http://veterans.house.gov) and the Library of Congress (http://thomas.loc.gov).

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to
Mr. Todd Chambers at Todd.Chambers@mail.house.gov. Ideally, the electronic
copy should be in Microsoft Word format. Additionally, the hearings are now
broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web site so
they may be accessed following each hearing.

We look forward to hearing the views of the organization on this matter. Please
contact Geoffrey Bestor, Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations, at (202) 225-3569 if you have any questions. -

Sincerely,

Moy £ Wihr |

HARRY E. MITCHELL
Chairman
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations

GB/tc



MELVIN L. WATT

12vH DisTricT

NORTH CAROLINA

The Honorable Robert _Gates .
U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-0001

Dear Secretary Gates:

Congress of the United States

1bouse of Repregentatives
Washington, BE 20515-3312

February 24, 2009

COMMITTEES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

CHAIAMAN, SUBCOMMSTTEE ON
OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL
InsTITUTIONS AND CONSUMER CREDIT

JUDICIARY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION,
CIVIL RIGHTS AND CiviL LIBERTES

SuBCOMMITTEE ON COURTS,

THE INTERNET AND INTELLECTUAL PROPEATY

St ITTEE ON C IAL AND
ADMMNISTRATIVE LAW

My office is hosting the 12" Congressional District Annual Grants Conference on Monday, June
15, 2009 from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, NC. This
Conference will provide my constituents throughout the 12™ Congressional District an
opportunity to meet with representatives from federal agencies and learn about the federal grant

application process.

I am writing to request your assistance by providing a representative from your agency to serve
as a.Co.nference presenter. Each presenter is asked to provide an overview of your agency’s
application process and funding programs,

Please cor.lﬁrm your agency’s participation by contacting my Grant Conference Coordinator,
Tamara Stinson, at (704) 344-9950 or Tamara.Stinson@mail.house.gov by Friday, April 3, 2009.
Took forward to your agency’s involvement. Thank you for your support of this effort.

Sincerely,

Pt

Melvin L Watt
MLW/ts

PLEASE RESPOND TO:

]

2236 RAYBURN House OFFicE Bunbing
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-3312

(2021 225-1510

Fax: (202} 225-1512
ncl12.public@mail.house.gov
http/iveww. house.goviwatt

sto WEST MOREHEAD STREET
UITE 306
CHaRLOTTE, NC 28208-5214

{704) 344-8950
Fax: (704} 344-9971

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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O 301 SourH Greene StReeT
8Bume 210
GReEnssora, NC 27401

(336) 275-9950
Faux: (336) 379-9951



DANIEL B. MAFFE! 1630 LoneworTi House OFFRCE BuiLoing
2571 DisTricT, NEW YORK

(202) 225-3701

Uongress of the United States

finuse of Representatives
- Washington, BE 20515-3225

February 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year
2009. I am aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a result
of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to
this issue; -

As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, I am concemned that current funding will be
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production.
I believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these
aircraft. .

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includgs procurement
funding for all three LRIP Lot 11 aircraft. ,

I thank you for your consideration of this request, and I look forward to your _
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D

’Sn&:—/ /% M.C.

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations

OSD 02569-09
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CAROL SHEA-PORTER

Fiast DisTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

READINESS
MILTARY PERSONNEL
1330 LoNGWORTH HOUBE OFFICE BUILDING

WasHingTon, DC 20515
1202) 225-65456
(202) 225-5822 (Fax)

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
WORKFORGE PROTECTION
HEALTHY FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES

33 towelL STReeT

M Congress of the wmteh States

(603) 641-9561 {Fax}

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES

106 WassTON SREET Houge of Representatibes O s P oy
e e WWashington, BE 20515 Pusuclanes
L February 26, 2009 www.shea-porter.house.gav

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
. Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to correct a sentence contained in my letter, co-signed by 18 of my colleagues,
which I sent to you on February 17, 2009,

While the letter accurately stated that the Department of Defense Inspector General is currently
investigating the electrocution deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors), my office
inaccurately stated that all of the electrocutions were "in KBR-maintained facilities.” It has come
to my attention that some of these incidents did not occur in KBR-maintained facilities. This
misstatement does not diminish my concern about a contract involving major electrical work
being awarded to a company under investigation for the electrocution deaths of American
soldiers.

I hope this clarification resolves any confusion.

Sincerely,

Cond Shes- o,

Carol Shea-Porter
Member of Congress

OSD 02581 '1
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Speaker of the House

February 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Sef:retary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Mongolia,
Indonesia, and Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time period of
May 22-31, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Great
State Hural of Mongolia, the House of Representatives in Indonesia, and the National
Parliament of Timor-Leste in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A list of
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cosi to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). :

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Smcerely, ?
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
o U S. House of Representauves :




COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS
TrRADE

INCOME SECURITY AND FAMILY SUPPORT

COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES
AIR AND LanD FORCES

UniTeED STATES GROUP OF THE
NATO PARUAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

kendrickmeek-house.gov

CONGRESSMAN KENDRICK B. MEEK
February 25, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates,

WABHINGTON OFFICE:

1038 LoNGWORTH HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WasHingTon, DC 20515
{202) 225-4508
Fax: (202} 228-0777

DISTRICT OFFICES:

0O Miami-Dace
111N w 183RD STREET
unE 315
Miami Gmoeus FL 33169
{305) 890-5906
Fax: {(306) 690-5851

0 BROWARD
10100 Pwes BouLevaso
Bunong B, 3rD FLOOR
PEMBROKE PINES, FL 33026
{964) 450-6767
Fax: {954) 450-8768

In October of 2008, President Bush signed into law the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2009. An essential part of that Act was the establishment of the
Military Leadership Diversity Commission. Creation of this commission is the fruit of
numerous meetings between senior members of the Pentagon, including former
Undersecretary Gordon England and each of the Service Chiefs, former General Officers,
and members of the Congressional Black Caucus dating back to October of 2007.

We share the goal of making sure that our military and its senior. leadership reflects our
larger American society;.and to that end I have been looking forward to the Commission
beginning its task : “conducting a comprehenswe evaluation and assessment of policies:
that provide opportunities for the promotion and advancement of nnnonty members of

the Armed Forces, including minority members who are senior officers.”

The work of this Commission will give Congress a better idea of how to address the
continuing issues hampering our senior military service members. "The simple fact is that
minorities are overrepresented at the enlisted level and underrepresented at the officer
level. This dxscrepancy becomes more acute at the General and Flag Officer level. We all
understand that given the nature of longevity and time in grade requirements that .,
rcctlfymg this discrepancy will be by definition a slow process. It will take time to grew
today’s junior officers into tomorrow’s senior leaders: That is all the more incentive to
act now and to act rapidly to ensure that military leadership 30 years from now more
accurately reflects our society.

The NDAA set a deadline for appointment the Commission’s members of not later than
60 days after the date of enactment for the Commission’s establishment; it is my
understanding that only very recently did you receive nominations from all relevant
services and that now the Commission awaits your approval of these nominees. To me,

D 02584-09
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the issue of diversity is also an issue of national security as we are better served by the
wide range of talents, experiences and capabilities that each group can bring to the table.
The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but
we must continue to build on past successes. I know that the effort to build upon that
diversity is a goal that you and I share, and I look forward to your response and to the
timely forming of the Military Leadership Diversity Commission.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my staff for support, advice or
recommendations.

endrick B. Meek
Member of Congress




ROBERT E. ANDREWS PLEASE REPLY TO:

FIRST DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY [] 2439 RavaurN House OFACE BULDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20615
COMMITTEES. (202) 2258501
EDUCATION AND LABOR

Cramman, SUBCOMMITTEE ON

Bt Congress of the Tnited States °  ZohTews

(356) 546-5100

MEMBER, SUBCOMMITTEE ON HiGHER EDUCATION, 2
LFELONG LEARNING, AND COMPETITVENESS %ﬂuse Uf 3&3]31'25 mtat‘h Bg 0 63 NORTH BROAD STREET
ARMED SERVICES ' g
‘ 1 — 848-3900
MEMBER, SUBCOMMITTEE ON wag\h luntun’ E¢ 20515 3001 1osel
OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS WEBSITE:
Uncowsr:nmL T:n:isrn:n CAPABIU':I:: www.house.gov/andrews
BUDGET COMMITTEE

February 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are contacting you today in support of a public-private partnershlp being developed between
Stevens Institute of Technology and McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey that is successfully
working to ensure our military becomes independent of foreign oil and fossil fuels. In addition,
this work will foster new technologies, create jobs and spur economic development throughout
Southern New Jersey, and we urge you to consider committing $3.5 million worth of defense
funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to this important initiative.

As alterative energy technology matures, it Is imperative that new concepts of renewable energy
production are tested and proven in the field. Military bases are ideally suited to serve as national
test beds for the development of affordable alternative energy. Stevens Institute of Technolcgy,
in collaboration with the private sector, has developed innovative carbon neutral technologies that
can be implemented now in the field to validate the concept of operations for djstributed
altemative energy systems that can meet a major portion of the demand of military bases.
McGuire Air Force Base is committed to becoming a model base where alternative energy
technology is tested at full scale and its efficacy is proven. The funding we are requesting would
be used to install, operate and test proven biofuel alternative energy technology at McGuire Air
Force Base.

This program will demonstrate the efficiency and affordability of biofuel technology to our Nation's
military bases, create hundreds of jobs in Southern New Jersey over the next two years, quter a
new industry that creates thousands of jobs nationwide, and become the kemel of innovation that
can transfer best practices to the rest of our military establishments for years to come. We have
attached additional information regarding this project to this letter for your consideration.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request. Our offices are prepared to provide you with
any additional information you may require or answer any questions you may have about this
initiative.

Cc. Wayne Amy, Undersecretary for Defense Installations and Environment

Sinéerely.

oln Adler

Member of Congress ember of Congress
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ROORIGUEZ,
JOE DOMNELLY, INDIANA

DEMOCRATE REPUBLICANS

BOS FILMER, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN STEVE BUYER, ININANA, RANKING
VIC SHYDER, ANKANSAS. SERRY MORAN, KANGAS.
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAIE : , HENRY & BROWN. JR. SOUTH CAROLINA
e . S0 ATA U.S. House of Repregentatives oo s
NEW YORK & . CAUFORNIA
DEBORAN L HALVORSON. LLINCIS COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS DOLG LAMBORN, COLORADO
HARRY TEAGUE. NEW ME0ce VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA
Toxs ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS DAVID 7. ROE, TENNESSEE
JERRY McHERNEY, CALIFORMA 335 CaNNON House OFFICE BUILDING P e L SO
SOHN 4. SELER, WEVE JBRSEV WASHINGTON, DC 20515 AND CMIEF COUNSEL
TRICK, ARZONA http:/fveterans.house.gov
STAFF DIRECTOR February 27, 2009
Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
-Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight
business to sites in Washington from April 6 to April 10, 2009. The purpose of
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Bremerton
Naval Base, Ft. Lewis AFB, McChord AFB, and Fairchild AFB, Washington.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actﬁﬁl‘ expéﬁseé and transpdrtation is
autharized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S.

carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202)

- 226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in

this matter.
Sincerely,
' BOB FILNER
RRE -Chairman .

02637-09
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IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTRZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR. MISSISSIPPI

NEIL AHERCROMBIE, HAWAL

MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS

A HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

®.S. BHouse of Representatives
THashington, BE 20515-6035

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to call your attention to the requirement that the Department of Defense (DoD)
conduct a space-based interceptor study as mandated by the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance,
and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 110-329).

After the Appropriations bill became law, there appeared to be disagreement as to whether or not
the DoD has the legal authority to obligate and expend funds for a space-based interceptor study. The
Congressional Research Service (CRS) delivered a memorandum to Senator Kyl on October 31, 2008,
which concluded, “The Department of Defense appears legally required to obligate and expend $5
million for this space-based interceptor study because section 8006 of the full-year Department of
Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, which was enacted as Division C of P.L. 110-329, states that the
obligation and expenditure of funds for projects for which amounts appropriated exceed amounts
requested in the budget are required by law to be carried out in the manner provided in the tables to the
same extent as if the tables were included in the text of the Act.”

In addition to the clarification provided by the CRS, we learned that in December of 2008, the
Director of the Missile Defense Agency, Lieutenant General Patrick O’Reilly, in a letter to Chairman
Skelton, then Ranking Member Hunter, Chairman Murtha, Ranking Member Young, Chairman Inouye
and Ranking Member Cochran, affirmed that the DoD must, upon the advice of the DoD General
Counsel, conduct the study. MDA proposed to award a contract to a Federally Funded Research and
Development Center in the near future and anticipated the study would be completed as early as summer
2009. We have also learned that Undersecretary of Defense John Young assured Senator John Kyl in a
December 2008 letter, "the Department will comply with the statutory requirement and proceed with the
study." Finally, the DoD General Counsel issued his opinion that the Department is legally required to
conduct the study in a letter to Chairman Skelton dated February 10, 2009.



Secretary Gates
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Despite the legal requirement to conduct the study and the aforementioned correspondence from
Department officials that they plans to proceed with the study and award a contract, we have been
recently informed that due to political pressure, the DoD has postponed proceeding with the study. We
will not debate the merits of space-based interceptors in this letter because our political opinions on the
matter are irrelevant at this juncture. The purpose of the study is to explore the feasibility and
advisability of the concept. The Congress has already debated the issue and the bill appropriating funds
for the study has been voted on by both chambers of Congress and enacted into law. The Department
should not stall its plans for conducting the study due to political pressures and any such action would be
perceived as such. '

This study was important to former Ranking Member Hunter and Strategic Forces subcommittee
Ranking Member Everett, and this request continues their work. With a solid legal foundation, we see
no reason to delay proceeding with the study in accordance with the Departments original plans and
intent. We request that you provide us with the timeline for which the Department plans to obligate and
expend the $5 million to conduct the study and the intended recipient of the study contract.

We are happy to discuss any questions related to this matter.

) y Sincerely,
L“z u/( . er
John M. McHugh Michael Turner
Ranking Member Member of Congress
3
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March 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I appreciate the work the Department of Defense does in providing employment
to people with severe disabilities though service contracts under the AbilityOne Program.
T'have the pleasure of working with Opportunity Village, a community rehabilitation
program in southem Nevada that has been providing job training and employment
services in southem Nevada.

For more than 35 years, Opportunity Village has supported the airmen and
women at Nellis Air Force Base. Currently, Opportunity Village has a food service
attendant contract and postal service center contract with Nellis. As a result, 43 people
with severe disabilities are employed under these contracts.

. This partnership has provided valuable services at Nellis AFB, and has assisted
people with disabilities. Given this information, I ask that the Department of Defense
reaffirm its commitment to not enter into contracts or agreements that will result in the
loss of jobs created by the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act, or
small business programs. The AbilityOne Program should be part of the Air Force job
creation cfforts, and I urge the Department of Defense to coordinate with AbilityOne
representatives 1o develop a policy solution that encourages job creation through both the
Morale, Welfare and Recreation program and the AbilityOne Program.

Thank you for your prompt attention to my concerns and please feel free to
contact me for further information. I look forward to working with you on this important
issue.

Sincerely,

A

| DEAN HELLER
i Member of Congress

P— LTI
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MALCOW A SHoRTER ~ March 3, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans® Affairs on a fact-finding visit
to Afghanistan and Germany from April 13 to April 18, 2009. The delegation will
include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman Deborah L.
Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; Congressman
Thomas 8. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe of Tennessee;
Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and Dolores
Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice Admiral
Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General Eric
Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance.

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain
of care-of OEF service members and see first-hand the level and quality of health
care being provided to active duty service members in Afghanistan. Participants
will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities in order to
better understand the challenges of combat health care in Afghanistan. They
request briefings and updates from Defense officials knowledgeable on medical
evacuation procedures and policy.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 3, 2009
Page 2

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C,,
Section 1108 (g).

I would also like to request military escorts from the Army Legisl.ative Liaisgn.
Office be authotized to accompany the delegation for administrative and logistical
support. :

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial air!ine carriers
when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not available to meet i
the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with the “Fly America Act.

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further
questions, pleasc contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756.

BOB FILNER
Chairman

MS/jz
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DearSccretaryGatu

I write with respect to the recent Federal Circuit Court of Appeals’ tuhng in the case of
Rothe Development Corp. v. Department of Defense and Department of the Air Force, 1 am
 concerned how the Department of Defense (DOD) will now conduct its contracting processes
and how this determmat:on will affect small busmesscs in the 20" Congressional Districtof _
Texas. - :

In 1998 Rothe Development Inc., a worman owned small business, filed a lawsuit against
DOD claiming it had lost a contract, for wh:ch it submitted the lowest bid, because of the racial
. Set-aside program. The case called into  question the DOD’s entire minority-owned small -
business set-aside contracting program. On November 4, 2008, the Federal Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled that this contracting program, which sets asndeSperoentofDOD confracts, is
unconstitutional because of a lack of evidence that minerity companies had ever suﬁ'ered from
racial discrirination in the DOD contracting process.

. Small businesses in my district have been asking what this decision will mean for the
DOD mmonty—owned small business set aside contracting program. I represent a community
with a strong military presence and with a great number of minority-owned small businesses that
. hold contracts with all the service branches. Therefore, DOD’s contracting process has a huge _
" impact on business owners I represent. My constituents need guidance now on how DOD
_-mwndstomoveforwardmhghtofthlsruhng .
K | respectfully request a meeting with senior ofﬁcmls to discuss how DOD intends to
. address this matter and when new guidance can be expected from the agency. To arrange for
the meeting, please contact Jayne Ann Wolsey, my scheduler, at 202-225-3236 Thank you for
your cons&deratxon of my request. ,

Sincerely,

: ‘ Member of Congress
CAG:am o
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JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Nita Lowey, Chairwoman of the State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee, Committee on Appropriations, and The Hot_loral:‘le Kay
Granger, The Honorable Jesse lackson, Jr., The Honorable Adam Schitt, and The Hour‘wrable Ben Chandier,
Members of the Committee, to travel during the approximate time period of April 13 -19th, 2009, to Egypt,
Jordan, Isracl, and Ireland. The purpose of this trip is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to
meet with government officials.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the
government.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist il’} making y\thateve.r
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via commercial and military aircrafi.

Sincerely,

4

David R. Obey
Chairman

Lag OSD02662.00
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The Honorable BJ Peon

(ongress of the ¥nited Stades
House of Represerdatibes
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March 11, 2009

Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and Environment)

1000 Navy Pentagon .
Washington, DC 20350-1000

Dear Mr. Penn:

20027002

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY

RanKING MEMEER

FINANCIAL SEAVICES COMMITTEE
SuBCOMMITIES ON CAPITAL MARFETS

SUBSAMMITTIr O FRIAMNGIAL INS U O

SUBCOMMITIEE OM HOVEBNG

I am writing to you regarding the recent environmental investigation in and ?rol‘md the
Naval Weapons Reserve Plant (NWIRP) in Bethpage, NY. As you know, this investigation has
identified the presence of volatite organic compounds (VOCs) in several homes. While 1
applaud the Navy’s pro-active etforts in sampling certain homes and educating the. oommmuty
by holding public meetings, [ believe more peeds to be done. That is Why [ am joining with
Nassau County Legislator Edward Mangano in requesting the Navy take the following actions:

g LR

nen-detected results are confirmed

Provide immediate, free testing to all homeowners residing south of NWIRP
Expedite in-home remediation

Expedite an on-site remediation system ,
Designate funding to compensate affected homeowners
Expand the radius of neighborhood street testing and continue lesting until redundant

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. [ would appreciate the Navy keeping
me regularly informed of new developents regarding Bethpage.

Sinceyely,
: o
//&(/é(/
PETER T. KING
Member of Congress

Cet Dr.Roben Gates, Secretary of Defense
Mr. Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
_ 1400 Defetrse Pentagon
' Washington, DC 20301
Secretary Gates:

As you know, on September 9%, 2004 President Bush took an unprecedented step when he
recognized that the atrocities occurring in Darfur constituted genocide. More than four years
later, the genocide continues. In 2008 alone at least 300,000 people were displaced and there
have been 43 reported aerial attacks by the Government of Sudan.

The United States should work with our allies to ensure that the United Nations mission in
Darfur has the critical resources it requires. I urge you to renew efforts to secure the helicopters
which the UN mission needs if it is to save lives, create an environment amenable to the peace
negotiations, and ensure uninterrupted humanitarian operations.

Without helicopters, the current UN peacekeeping force’s ability to respond quickly to events
and fulfill its mandate to protect civilians is severely compromised. More than 20 countries have
surplus aircraft that could be made available for the mission. It is my understanding that the six
countries best placed to provide transport helicopters, Italy, Ukraine, India, Spain, Romania and
the Czech Republic, between them have an estimated 71 helicopters available, four times the
requirement.

Thank you for your leadership and your attention to this issue.

Sincerely,
(ull St~
Member of Congress

cc: General Jim Jones, National Security Advisor
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program, and
request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 2009. 1 am aware of
significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program, as a result of the enacted funding
levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to this issue.

As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program is the comerstone of the Nawf'y’s
Net-Centric Warfare concept, and is imperative for protection against theater air and missile
threats. Unfortunately, since the Defense Appropriations Bill was not considered in regular
order, there was little time to address misunderstandings and major issues before the final
conference report was complete. This produced an appropriations mark that left the program at a
level inadequate to sustain it in transition from development to low rate production. In addition,
the current FY09 funding level might produce a delay in Initial Operating Capability (I0C) by
two or more years. This is especially disappointing when the Advanced Hawkeye program
continues to meet and exceed both cost and schedule goals, and is needed to address urgent
threats,

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in the Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes procurement
funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Ilook forward to your strong support for
prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D program.

Member of Congress
cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense, The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working
on Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, 1
ask that you:

1. Reaffirm the moratorium on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAFIs shall not enter into contracts or
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencies or instrumentalities
Jor the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to
the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act, or small business programs until
a policy solution can be reached that encourages job creation;

Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air Force solution; and, B
Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Myers, Principal Director, Military
Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues.

W

1 support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to
service members and lower costs. However, given the potential impact this challenge could have on
the employment of thousands of people with severe disabilities in the AbilityOne Program, I strongly
urge the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives to develop a pollcy solution that
encourages job creation through both the MWR and the AbilityOne Programs. This is & ‘crucial step
to incorporate the best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe
disabilities are so rare, reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic
sector of our society.

Thank you for your carly cons:derat]on of this urgent request. If you have any ’questlons on thls
issue, please feel free to contact me or my staff, Katy Siddall, at 202-225 3806

R

Smcercly,

Member of Congress
LB:ks
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February 20, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

_ Aqthoﬁzaﬁon is hereby granted to the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn
C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8,
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with

Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and health exchanges
with the U.S.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31
U.S.C. 1108(g).

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

"D Oley

David R. Obey
Chairman
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The Honorable Robert M. Gatcs
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chairman of the House
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation to Germany,
France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, and Belgium during the approximate period of April
2-9,2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend meetings with government officials
in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Assembly. The following
Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorablé Jblin Taﬁner (D-TN) .
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MQO)

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Profess_ilngél Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, fo facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort (P©) |and military air transportation in-theatre.
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should
be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, has
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Smcerely, s
}’)wu(%

- NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

ec; The Honorable Lorraine C Mlller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

o i
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March 9, 2009 TELEPHONE:

(202) 225-2771

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee
on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27-28, 2009, to Leon,
Mexico. The purpose of this trip is to participate in the US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce “A
Vision for North America” Conference.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from approptiations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,

al

David Obey
Chairman
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March 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

€. W, BRL YOUNS, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGLA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, [OWA

ROBEAT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CLLBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATQURETTE, OHO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
1202 226-2771

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee on
Appropriations and Anne Marie Chotvacs, professional staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, io iravei on a CODEL led by Representative Nita Lowey during the appioximate
time period of April 13 — 19, 2009, to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland. The purpose of this trip
is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to meet with government officials.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,

(177 4

David Obey
Chairman
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March 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA *
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODO TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, iOWA

ADBERT 4. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR(
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO ’
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

AODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATQURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLEAK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVEALY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 226-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright,
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period
of March 27 - April 3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up in Afghanistan.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial and military aircraft.

Sincerely,

" oee

David O
Chairman
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March 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BilL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

AODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE
TOM LATHAM, IOWA
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KAY GRANGER, TEXAS
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO

JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS

MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
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DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

AQDNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA

KEN CALVERT, CALIFOANIA
JO BONNER, ALABAMA
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHID
TOM COLE, QKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR

BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright,
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period
of March 27 - April 3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up m Afghanistan.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.8.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial and military aircraft.

Sincerely,

David Obey ;

Chairman
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STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, QHIO
TOM COLE. OKLAROMA

March 11 3 2009 CLERK AND STAFF DRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-27711

Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, the Honorable Maurice
Hinchey, the Honorable Tim Ryan, the Honorable Ciro Rodriguez, the Honorable John R. Carter,
the Honorable Rodney Alexander, and the Honorable John T. Salazar members of the Committee
on Appropriations, and Taunja Berquam and Terry Tyborowski, staff members of the Committee
on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Puerto Rico, and Brazil, during the time
period of April 3 — April 10, 2009. The Honorable James Clyburn will travel under separate
authorization. The purpose of the trip is to inspect sustainable biomass plantations, renewable
energy laboratories, hydropower production, flex-fuel, and hybrid vehicle manufacturing
processes, and water infrastructure. They will also be meeting with officials and the Brazilian
government to discuss national energy strategies and other issues of mutual interest.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for examination of
estimates in the field.

It would be appreciated in the Department of Defense could furnish such assistapce as
may be required, including transportation, to facilitate this trip. It would also be al?precmted if
the Department of the Army (SAFM-BUL) could be assigned to escort the delegation.

Sincerely,

David Obey
Chairman
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Congress of the Anited Dtates

Aouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
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March 11, 2009

The Honerable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWSS, CALIFORNIA

€. W. BLL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERY 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R, CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFGRNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIFECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2771

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on
Approprizations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize spouses to accompany Members for
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman
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TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-271

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Adrienne Ramsay, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27, 2009, to Rochester,
New York. The purpose of this trip is to visit facilities to review the design and production
capabilities and receive briefings on subsystems and payloads for national security space systems.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examination of estitates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,
David R. Obey ;
Chairman

OSi) 02749-09
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e e Congress of the Enited States
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SIETHET AFFCE:

1106-C ConegnaTn Drive
GREENVRAS, NC 27088

(2521 2311008

Ream 2333

TELSFHONR (202) 226-3416

Commrmezs: Fouse of Vepregentatibes

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIaL SERVICES

@WHashington, BE 20515-3303

March 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to request that the Department of Defense (DoD) finalize the inclusion of
TRICARE Retail Pharmacy Program in federal procurement of pharmacenticals proposed rule
(73 Fed. Reg. 43394 (July 25, 2008)); 32 CFR Part 199 (DoD-2008-FHA-0029; 0720-AB22) as
soon as possible. According to the proposed rule, making this regulation final will save DoD
$2.4 billion in Fiscal Years 2009-2011. In addition to providing badly needed savings to the
DoD, the finalization of this rule ends the need for current or fumrs TRICARE policies that favor
the TRICARE Mail Order Program (TMOP) aver the TRICARE retail pharmacy network.

_In Fiscal Year 2006, America’s retail pharmacies dispensed over 55 million TRICARE
prescriptions, more than any other pharmacy practice setting. TRICARE beneficiaries,
particularly retirees, have demonstrated a clear preference to obtain their prescription drugs and
pharmacy services from retail pharmacies, despite the fact that there ave already incentives in the
TRICARE program to encourage beneficiaries to use mail order. - They are our nation’s current
and retired armed services personnel and their families, and we need to honor them by providing
them with quality, accessible health care. 1 believe the choice of where to obtain prescription
mediations is best left to them.

_ Implementing the proposed rule would bring to fimition the sensible policy that the DoD,
with the support of the Government Services Administration, has pursued for years. A final rule
will give full effect to the intent and plain language of Section 703 of NDAA-2008[1)(1] by
placing retail pharmacies an an equal footing with other TRICARE phanmacy programs. Section
703 was signed into law one year ago, and as we await issuance of the final rule, DoD loses
hundreds of millions of dollars of savings because manufacturers are not paying required
statutory discounts on TRICARE prescriptions dispensed by retail pharmacies. In fact, the
Congressional Budget Office cstimated savings of $3.2 billion over the five-year period,
including $719 million in FY 2009. '
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I respectfully request that you quickly promuigate and implement a revised final rule that
reflects the intent of Congress and DoD to achieve significant savings and ensble TRICARE
beneficiaries to choose where to obtain their prescription medications. This result will best
honor TRICARE heneficiaries, promote quality health care, and preserve scarce government

resowrces. Thank you for your continued service to our country, and for considering our
request.

Sincerely,

Matte. 2

Walter B. Jo .
Member of Congress
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The Honorable Robert Gates Lieutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn
Secretary of Defense Director, Army National Guard
1000 Defense Pentagon NGB-ARNG
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 111 South George Mason Drive
" Arlington, VA 22204

Dear Secretary Gates and Lieutenant General Vaughn:

I write today to urge you to direct money from the $50,000,000 allocated for Army
Nationa) Guard Military Construction in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 (PL 111-5) towards construction of The Dalles Armory located in The Dalles,
Oregon. According to their FY2010 appropriations request, the Oregon Military
Department indicated that their federal request for this project is $17,023,000. ltis my
hope that this project can be funded through the money available in PL 111-5 to allow
construction to begin immediately. ‘

The Oregoen Military Department has indicated that this project is ready to execute now
and will help the local and state econorny by providing jobs in construction and
maintenance during the period of construction and supporting the local economy after
construction, They estimate that construction projects of this scope average a total of 62
sub-contracts with an average of 12 employees per contract. The total number of
construction related jobs is estimated to be between 750 and 1,000. '

This project is vital to the community in The Dalles because it is a unique partnership
between the Oregon Military Department and Columbia Gorge Community College and
will provide prolonged benefit to the local economy as part of the community college
campus with classtooms available to the college during the week.

Tt is important that this project is completed as expeditiously as possible. I can think of
no betier way Lo create jobs, stimulate the state and local economy, and also advance the
mission of the men and women who have dedicated themselves to protecting our country.
Thark you for your time and full and fair consideration consistent with applicable law,
rules, and regulations. I look forward to hearing from you on this issue.

Sincerely,

/3 o

Grep Walden
Member of Congress 02768 09
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March 18, 2009
VIA FAC —~ 703-6 19
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Marcia L. Fudge to travel on a Congressional
Delegation (CODEL) led by the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpamek.
members of the Committec on Appropriations to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009. The purpose of the trip is
to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with Cuba, and to examine and promots
-proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and heaith exchanges with the United States.

It is requested that the Department of Defense to famish such assistance, includingtranspmhﬁm.asm:_fbe.
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and{or commaercial
aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers whep U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL
requests the U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation. .

If you have any qwstions'fegarding this matter, please contact Clifton Ronald St. Clair Williams HI
at 202-225-7032. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

GM:ejh
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TS TRCT ARTOMA ARMED SERVICES
' SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIR AND
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1728 LONGWA(;HTH I'K)ol'JqSE (f:.l;EsBUILDING SUBCOMMITTEE ON MILITARY READINESS
WASHINGTON, DC
(202) 225-2542 5 7 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
SUBCOMMITYEE ON
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--March 10, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of- Ddfcnse

1300. Defense, %”.entagon Roomi 3E970
Washmgton, DLC. 20301-1300

Dear Sect. Gates:

I write regarding two studies mandated by the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2009 (NDAA), PL-110.417, which were recently due to be submitted to Congress but have not yet been
received. These studies of the Department of Defense’s renewable energy pursuits, such as the use of solar
power, are vital to progress on developing a comprehensive strategy on reducing the Department’s
operational energy consumption. ' '

Section 333 of the 2009 NDAA requires your office to conduct a study examining the feasibility of using
solar and wind energy to provide electricity for expeditionary forces. In particular, the study must examine
the potential for solar and wind energy to reduce the fuel supply; the extent to which such reduction will
decrease the risk of casualties associated with convoy operations; the overall costs and benefits of using these
technologies; the sustainability and operating requirements of solar and wind energy systems; and potential
opportumttes for experimentation within current training environments. The report was due on 11 February,
2009, 120 days after enactment of the 2009 NDAA, however the report has not yet been submitted to
Congress.

The second report, due 1 March, 2009, was required by the House Report accompanying the 2009 NDAA. It
directed your office to report on technologies that are suitably mature to be integrated into reset and
recapitalization programs that, if deployed, could reduce energy consumption. Likewise, this report has not
yet been received. ' '

| respectfully request that copies of these studies are immediately furpished to the Congress as they are likely
to provide important 1ns1ghts for potentla] action durmg this year’s defense -authorization cycle. 1appreciate
your immediate attention to this matter '

Since

Gabiejle Giffords U UV

\ ~ Membeypf Congress ‘ OSD 09 86-09
oo 1T
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Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

Tam wntmg to express my outrage at the Army’s use of funds to purchase land to expand the
Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site in direct violation of clearly stated Congressional intent.

In 2008, Congress passed the Military Construction Appropriations Act with an amendment
stating “None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available in this title may be used for
any action that is related to or promotes the expansion of the boundaries or size of the Pinon
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado.” The clear intent of this measure was to prevent the

_ appropriation of funds for the proposed expansion of the Pinon Canyon site used by the U.S.
Ammy stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado.

It has come to my attention that the Army has recently completed a deal with a Colorado
landowner for the acquisition of approximately 70,000 acres of land near the existing Pinon
Canyon facility. This acqulsmon comes less than six months aﬁer members of Congress
expressed their mtent to lmpose a ban on expansion.

The expansion of the Pinon Canyon site has been adamantly opposed by Colorado Members of
Congress as well as the farmers and ranchers in Southern Colorado because a larger training

 facility will result in the condemnation of private property, decreased land values, a devastating
impact on the local economy, and on the environment. .

The Pinon Canyon site has always been a bane for the local communities. When the initial land
was purchased, some landowners complained of strong-arm tactics and fears of condemnation.
When the site was to open, the Army heralded construction jobs and long-term employment, but
after twenty years the site has not helped the local economies. Addmonally, many were led to
beheve that the mte would not allow live-fire exercises, but that promise was a]so broken.

Today, I am troubled that the Army has decided to not only violate the trust of the local
community but has also decided to skirt clearly defined Congressional intent that this facility not
be enlarged. In January 2009, the Government Accountability Office released a report on the
Department of Defense justifications for the expansion of Pinon Canyon. This report
recommended that the Army provide more information to Congress before further action be

299
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taken. Not only was no further information provided, it now appears that the Army has decided
to disregard Congress’ intentions altogether. Please advise me on why the Army is progressing
forward on the purchase. I appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Betsy ey
Memlgf of Congress




(Ilungrezz of the nited States
HWaskington, BE 20515

March 12, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretaty of Defense

1000 Defense. Pentagon
Washington, DC 203011600

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a
very high priority on recapitalizing the fleet of KC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Accountability Office concluded last year, the
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawed. We write to you
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection provess
if it is to be successful.

First and foremost. a future competitive source; selection must be fair to all parties while
dehvenng the best value solution for the warfighter at a'reasonable cost for the taxpayer. ‘In the
previous source selection, the competition was not conducted fairly on several levcls. The
Department of Defense (DOD) must not- repeat past mistakes:

> Do not allow “ ‘competition at all costs” to distort the KC-X solicitation and source
selection process. In the months leading up to the release of the final Request for
Proposals (RFP) for the previous KC-X solicitation, the AirForce bepttothe .
combination of external pressure for “competition at all costs” coupled with refusal by
one potential offeror to compete unless the RFP was changed to its satisfaction. This led
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning
System (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of qualifying one offeror’s
proposal.

» Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all parties. In the previous
KC-X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EADS team benefited from unfair advantages
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to
products produced in the United States. Specifically, the United States government has a
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that the A-330
aircraft prochiced by EADS/Airbus benefitted from $5 billion in illegal governunent
subsidies.- Note that Sechon 386 of the FY2009 Natmnal Defense Authorization Act
requires DOD to conduct a review of the ampacts of subsidies on the aerial refueling
tanker competition upon completion of the proceedings of the WTO. The KC-X
competition also has highlighted the-unequal treatinent that American producers face

-when.competing with products from several atlied nations. Our American producers
must abide by many regulations (Berry Amendment, Buy America Act, Iiternational |
Traffic in Arms Regulations, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, and cost accounting
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but are waived for items produced in other
countries.

» Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs
be a significant factor in source selection decisions, and that they be estimated properly.
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker source selection analysis when it
based estimates of Most Probable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-year interval rather
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended that a future source
selection give greater attention to the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis.
GAO concluded that “even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per hour
by a particular aircraft would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel costs.” Well
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more -
fuel per flight hour than does a Boeing 767 aircraft. This would result in very significant
differences in operating costs.

» Insist that proposals fully comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In .
the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop Grumman/EADS proposal
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the
Air Force “improperly made award” when it “unreasonably determined that the
awardee’s refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance.” GAO also concluded that “the
record does not demonstrate the reasonableness of the agency’s determination that the
awardee’s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all current Air Force fixed-wing
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force procedures, as
required by the solicitation.”

> Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in aocordame with the
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force “did
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into dccount the fact
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more “trade space” technical requirements
than the other proposal, even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible.” Furthermore, GAO
concluded that the Air Force “violated the solicitation’s evaluation provision that “no
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP
objectives” when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee propoved
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a greater degree than the
protester »

> Ca:efully consider national security impacts and industrial base impacts. Given
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for our military, DOD
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the
fragile economic conditions and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code



(10 U.S.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in
conjunction with major defense acquisitions.

We also think that it is important to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government
and industry exchange information, ideas and perspectives. If this program is to move forward
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage with industry.

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Administration team to
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-135 fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership

team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program
way.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
—WM A..LL. 7 69 1 obt
NORM DICKS TODD TIAHRT

Member of Congress Member of Congress



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NOAMAN D, DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M, LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERAANG, NEW YORK

ROSA L DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOA, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
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Congress of the Anited States

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, BE 205756015

March 16, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD RDGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEOAGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TOUO TIAHRAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENMESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CI BERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN A. CARTER, TEXAS
ROONEY , LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
1202) 225-2771

Reference is made to my letter dated March 9, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Kay Granger, a member of the House Appropriations Committee, to travel to
Leon, Mexico during the approximate period of March 27-28, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel during the approximate
time period of March 27-29, 2009.

Thank you for assistance in this maiter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 03053-09
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DEMOCRATS

BOB FILNER, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN

CORRINE BROWN, FLORIDA

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE
STEPHANIE HEASETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKOTA
HARRY E. MITCHELL, ARIZONA
JOHN J. HALL, NEW YORK
DEBORAH L. HALVORSON, ILLINGIS
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO
CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ TEXAS

JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA

JERRY MCNERNEY, CALIFORNIA
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIO
TIMOTHY J. WALZ, MINNESOTA .
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY *
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA
GLENN C. NYE VIRGINIA

U.5. BHouge of Repregentatives
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REPUBLICANS

STEVE BUYER, INDIANA, RANKING

CLIFF STEARNS, FLORIDA

JERRY MORAN, KANSAS
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on a fact-finding visit
to Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Germany from April 13 to April 18, 2009. The
delegation will include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman
Deborah L. Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia;
Congressman Thomas S. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe
of Tennessee; Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and
Dolores Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice
Admiral Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General
Eric Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance.

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain |
of care of OEF service members and see first-hand the level and quality of health
care being provided to active duty service members in the countries to be visited.
Partlcxpants will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities

in order to better understand the challenges of combat health care.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be




Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 11, 2009
Page 2

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C,,
Section 1108 (g).

I would also like to request military escorts from the Army Legislaftiw./é '
Liaison Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative
and logistical support.

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline
carriers when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not
available to meet the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent thh
the “Fly America Act.”

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756.

oo FLucac.

BOB FILNER
Chairman

MS/jz
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March 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As a member of the United States House of Representatives, it is an honor to
recommend Dr. Solomon Passy for the position of the next Secretary General of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We ask that you give this request your full
consideration. '

NATO as an institution is an important vehicle for keeping peace and stability in
the region. With the expected return of France to the military organization will open a
window of opportunity for major and profound reforms in the Alliance and a new NATO-
EU, Euro-American cohesion. Therefore, we trust that a person like Dr. Passy, bringing
the inspiration of New Europe, may synergize best with this momentum.

Dr. Passy’s credentials are very impressive. In 1990, as a member of parliament,
he launched his idea for Bulgaria to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact to join NATO. At
the time this goal was only supported by 15% of the population. The network he created,
the Atlentic Club of Bulgaria, succeeded in its goal to reverse popular opinion: in 2004
when Forcign Minister Passy raised the Bulgarian flag at NATO Headquarters, he gained
the support of 80% of the Bulgarian people. Also, he successfully negotiated and signed
the Accession Treaty of Bulgaria with the European Union in 2005. Both ventures have
made him one of the most popular ministers in Bulgarian history.

Another highlight of Dr. Passy’s distinguished career was his leadership during
Bulgaria’s term on the United Nation’s Security Council, which lasted from 2002 to
2003. During his tenure, he was able to demonstrate a remarkable ability to develop
relationships in a way that permitted the passage of numerous resolutions and other
important acts highlighting Bulgaria®s successful term on the Council,

Also worth mentioning is hig extensive experience in Afghanistan working
closely with President Hamid Karzai on election and economic issues that impact the
nation as a whole. As Chairman-in-Office for the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), he directed the first exporting of an election observation
team to Afghanistan to monitor the 2004 presidential election. Given the growing

OSD 03084-09
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narcotics concern that has developed out of Afghanistan, he has worked diligently on
assisting the people of Afghanistan to replace poppy crops with that of roses—A
Bulgarian treasure.

Dr. Passy has a proven track record in foreign relations. He has been one of the
‘main instruments of his country’s successes and there is no one better with his knowledge

and experience to work in this capacity.
If we can be of further assistance 10 ymi, please do not hesitate to contact either of
our offices.
_ Sincerely, _
[} [ 4 M
T 0orD> AT
JOE WILSON MADELEINE BORDALLO

Member of Congress Member of Congress




MAR. 20. 2009 10:33AM

NO.305 P 2

T S
L . T
BERRANO, MEW VORK ZACH WAMP, TENNKFSI

SiEREs Congress of the Wnited SRS e,
SR NG o House of Representatiots Y e mue
(A e i o Committee on Appropriacions R
e o Waghingron, DE 20515-6015 o M-
%ﬁ%‘k’:&“ Fiswau 2 nmu‘:n.fwnm -
SRR e e Sy March 20, 2009 SR
e nm i
. e .
mem MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER,
QEARIE WASKTWMAN SCHULTZE, ALORIDA
UNGOLM mmnl
JONN T, SALAZAR, CoLbRARO

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202(b), Public Law 601, 79® Congress (codified at
? U._S.C. §72 a (b)), this Staff has been directed by the Committes on Appropriations to make an
inquiry of the affect of stop loss on servicemembers.

Plagdﬁmmmﬁ&mﬂofmmmf«obtﬁrﬁmﬁedaupuﬁnmmﬁs
inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business days of the receipt of this letter. If
there are any questions regaxding this maiter, I can be contacted on (202) 225-3881.

Sincerely yours, :
Do M. Prcits
David M. Pomerantz

Director

Surveys and Investigations Staff
House Committes on Appropriations

c¢ - Compirolier of the Department of Defense
cc - Secretary of the Army
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI) to participate in
the CODEL being led by Senator Robert Casey (D-PA), to Brussels and
Belgium. This travel will take place during the period of Thursday, March 19,

- through Monday, March 23, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session
during this time.

The purpose of this trip is to attend the 2009 Brussels Forum on
transatlantic economies. Rep. Kind will also speak at the Forum and will meet
with officials from European Parliament and the European Commission.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and nccessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/jg
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates: |

I am writing to call to your attention the need to revise your Department’s
policy on outsourcing. Over the past eight years the Administration has misused
the Office of Management and Budget Circular A-76, the policy which governs
public-private competitions to potentially outsource work to the private sector. A-
76 became a mandate for pushing more and more work into the private sector, even
work that is closely associated with inherently governmental functions, in order to
meet arbitrary competition goals.

The last Administration’s push to outsource resulted in hundreds of billions
of expenditures with little to no oversight from the Department of Defense (DoD).
In fiscal year 2008, DoD obligated about $200 billion for contractor-provided
services, more than doubling the amount it spent a decade ago when measured in
real terms. Yet the Defense Department is unable answer basic questions such as:
how many contractors and subcontractors there are, what is their average salary,
and precisely what work are they doing? The responsibility for acquiring services
within DoD is spread among individual military commands, weapon system
program offices, or functional units on military bases with no central oversight.
The DoD Inspector General (IG) recently reported that your office pressured the
Military Services to conduct outsourcing studies, and recently revealed to my
subcommittee that contractors grant civilians access to military bases, including in
highly sensitive areas like Iraq and Afghanistan, without evidence of appropriate
background checks.

il

s> bt e
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Honorable Robert Gates
March 23, 2009
Page Two

The House Appropriations Committee has attempted for years to impose

- oversight of contract services and shift away from what has become an over
reliance on contractors. The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act
includes a one year government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or
announcing any A-76 studies. I was heartened by President Obama’s recent
Memorandum on government contracting in which he states “Government
outsourcing for services also raises special concerns.” OMB must “... clarify
when governmental outsourcing for services is and is not appropriate...”

. However, I found it disappointing when I learned of a response from your office to
twenty members of Congress who had expressed concern about a particular A-76
study; the response suggests that the concerns about outsourcing expressed by this
subcommittee and by the President have not been understood by your office, The -
same official who had advocated outsourcing during the Bush adminisiration stated
in a letter (attached) daved March 9, 2009, that “Public Private competition under
OMB Circular-76 is a proven management tool that improves business efficiencies
while generating significant savings to the taxpayer.”

In light of the Omnibus Appropriations Act, I advise you 1o cease to initiate
or announce new A-76 studies. I also suggest that you halt A-76 studies pending
OMB review of the A-76 program,

I request a prompt response to this letter.

Respectfully,

C L ‘/'M
~N ¢

John P. Murtha
Chairman

Defense Subcommittee

Attachment
As stated
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The Honotable Robert M. Gates
Secretary
Department of Defense
‘Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Secretary:
1 am writing to urge you to appoint former U.S. Represutlatwﬁ’xa) to
serve on the Defense Policy Board.
I have known @G since I first arrived in Congress in 1976, and [ worked closely

with him during the 1980s and early 1990s on numerous arms control and defense policy
legislative initiatives. During his service in the House, Les was widely regarded as one
of the most thoughtful and effective national leaders on arms control issues. He used his
position on the House Appropriations Defense Subcommittee to advance several

successful arms control initiatives, including authoring a successful effort to ban the
testing of anti-satellite weapons in space. In additio: s one of the key House

leaders of the effort to cut funding ill-advised “Star Wars” strategic ballistic missile
defense programs, and a strong proponent of efforts to secure a strategic nuclear arms
reduction treaty with the Soviet Union. In addition to these initiatives, Les was also 2
longstanding advocate for smart defense procurement and realistic testing of new
conveational weapons systems,

In his post-Congressional career,®)® has continued to be active in Democratic politics
and in policy discussions on arms conirol and national security issues, As our nation
moves forward to grapple withissuesrelaﬁngeomcthhinmmd anti-satellite
weapons,whattodoaboutpmpoaedmissiledafmm' Burope, and how to restart the
ams control process with the Russians, I believe thatwouldpmvndethe
Defense Department with frank and insightful advice and counsel. Ibelieve that Les
AuCoin would be an invaluable addition to the Defense Policy Board, and [ strongly urge
yot to consider naming him to this important position.

Sincerely,

DERSBEDEF | 5pLasST W@/
[ mso | )g/’cmcn FILE M’W)@L‘J/
Edward J. Markey .

s Don e L_ﬁ / Member of Congress
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' March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of
Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Carnahan to
Egypt, Ethiopia, Cyprus, and Lebanon during the approximate period of April 3-11,
2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 120™ meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union and to meet with government officials in each country.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

Sincerely,

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

243-09
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March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary: A . *

This letter will authorize Ms. Catlin O’Neill, Floor Assistant to the Speaker, to
accompany Codel Tauscher (authorized by the House Armed Services Committee) to
Israel and Egypt during the approximate period of April 5-10, 2009. The purpose of the
trip is to review Israeli Missile Defense Operations and participate in bilateral discussions
with key allies in the Middle East.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assisMgce
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

QCY P;DOSI

Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 03245 09
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" March 19, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We would like to ensure that the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign
Affairs of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is included in the
Administration’s Congressional briefings related to the results of the strategic review of
U.S. efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan you have commissioned.

As you are well aware, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is
the principal oversight committee in the House of Representatives and has broad
oversight jurisdiction as set forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(a)(5),
the Subcommitiee on National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction

~ encompassing oversight of national security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. Our
Committee has the significant role of oversight of interagency activities in the national
security arena. :

Beyond manifest jurisdictional oversight interests, our Subcommittee has devoted
significant time and energy on the oversight of U.S. policy, programs, and resources
related to our efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Over the past two years, our Chairman
has personally led thiee Congressional delegations to Afghanistan and Pakistan. During .
that same period, the Subcommittee has held eight related hearings.'

Last month, we held a hearing on the U.S. mission to train and equip the Afghan
police and army with a focus on the accountability of arms and other sensitive military
equipment. Over the last two weeks, we have held a public hearing and hosted a
classified briefing on the nature of the complex threat environment within Afghanistan
and Pakistan. We are currently planning oversight hearings on the proposed troop

! Formore information on these activities, please go to: http:/nationalsecurity.oversight.house.gov.

OSD 03246-09
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buildup and civilian surge in Afghanistan, as well as on regionz?] players and
considerations that are fundamental to U.S. efforts in South Asia.

Our work on this subject, both in the hearing room and on the ground, has
allowed the Members of this Subcommittee the opportunity to acquire a depth of
. understanding on the nature of the security threat in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We stand
committed to continue constructive oversight of U.S. plans and activities in this
strategically important, and troubled, region.

We appreciate your timely attention to this matter and look forward to working
with you as we move forward in creating more effective foreign policy in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, while making sure that every dollar entrusted to us by the American
taxpayers is wisely spent. : ‘

John F. Tierney

Chairman Ranking Member .
Subcommittee on National Security Subcommittee on N'auonal Security
and Foreign Affairs and Foreign Affairs

(v Vice President Joseph R. Biden
: Secretary Hillary Clinton
Secretary Robert Gates
National Security Advisor James L. Jones
Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke
Under Secretary Michele Flournoy
Mr. Bruce Riedel, Brookings Institution
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the Honorable Michael Honda, also a
member of the committee, to participate in this travel.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman
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March 16, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:
We write to voice our support for the VH-71 presidential helicopter replacement program.

The Marine One presidential helicopter is more than just a symbol of the office or a simple means of
transport; it is integral to the safety and security of our president and thus our nation. That is why
we urge you to resist any attempt to politicize the VH-71 presidential helicopter program by
singling it out among the large number of major programs that have exceeded their original
budgets. This program is too important to be derailed by politics.

We share your strong commitment to increasing accountablhty in the use of tax dollars and applaud
your promise to reform the broken defense acquisition system. In recent years, too little attention
has been paid to ensuring the wise management of major defense priorities. In: many cases,
excessive requirements are packed into programs at enormous expense and with litidle ultimate
value to the warfighter.

However, we are alarmed by the political controversy surrounding the VH-71 program and fear it
could lead to a decision that jeopardizes the security of our Commander in Chief and wastes
valuable taxpayer money. There is little doubt that the need to replace the aging legacy fleet of
presidential helicopters is real, urgent, and thoroughly documented. The current fleet has been in
service more than 35 years and it is time for an upgrade to best protect the President and his family.
This country cannot afford its President to be vulnerable or cut off from communications in a time
of emergency.

VH-71 was initiated by the White House in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks and

was awarded to the current industry team in 2005 after one of the most rigorous and scrutinized

competitions in history, which was not protested by the losing contractor. Congress has repeatedly

noted that excessive requirements coupled with unrealistic price and schedule estimates have

driven current cost projections for the program’s second phase beyond what is reasonable.
. Nevertheless, we believe canceling the program entirely would be irresponsible and self-defeating.

To date, $3 billion has been invested in the VH-71 program and yielded notable results. Eight of the
nine aircraft comprising the first phase of the program, Increment 1, have achieved flight and are
meeting or exceeding all performance parameters. The fiscal year 2009 House Defense
Appropriations bill noted that Increment 1 is a “marked improvement” that “exceeds the

OSD 03248-09
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performance of the current fleet in virtually every respect.” Based on the outstanding performance
of this aircraft, we urge you to consider expanding the Increment 1 fleet to make it the long-term
solution if the more advanced Increment 2 aircraft cannot be procured in a cost-effective manner.

Furthermore, we believe the Navy could purchase a full fleet of 23 Increment 1 helicopters within
the original budget profile. Doing so would send an important message that security and fiscal
responsibility are compatible when it comes to our national defense. Without question, simply
canceling VH-71 at this advanced stage would be the least responsible alternative both for the
safety of your office and the investment of the American taxpayer.

Marine One is an important national security asset serving the Office of the President and is directly
linked to the security of our.nation. The VH-71 Marine One program was initiated by a previous
administration, will enter service during your administration, and will serve future presidents for
decades to come. You will have our complete support - and the support of the American people - as
you move forward with this critical program.

Sincerely,

—6 ' o

Rep. Patricky, M . Maurice Hinchey

Rep. Bill Shuster

Rep. Jo Bonner

v

Rep. Michael Arcuri

2

Rep. Ddifg Lamborn

it

e . Ander Crenshaw

Rep. Chrid Carney

Rep. Dan Maffei




Cc:

The Honorable John J. Young '
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics

The Honorable Bj Penn
Acting Secretary of the Navy

The Honorable Rahm Emanuel
White House Chief of Staff

Gregory B. Craig
White House.Counsel
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JERAY LEWAS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BR.L YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEQRGIA
RODNEY P, FRELINGHLUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TMAHAT, KANSAS

2ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLY, ALABAMA
JG ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
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ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOAIDA
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JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
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KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 228-217

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer
Miller, and Mr. Jeff Shockey, professional staff members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and Frankfurt,
Germany and Vienna, Austna during the approximate time period of April 4-10, 2009.
The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to the CIA, NSA and counter-
terrorism operations and activities. '

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial transportation.

Sincerely,

T U0k

David R. Obey
Chairman

i
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Congress of the Wnited States

House of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, BE 20515-6015

March 19, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, RLORIDA
RALPH REGULA, OHIO

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WDLF, VIRGINIA

JAMES T. WALSH, NEW YORK
DAVID L HQBSON, OHIO

JOE KNOLLENBERG, MICHIGAN
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

2ACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, KOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

JOHN E. PETERSON, PENNSYLVANIA
VIRGIL H. GOODE, JA., VIRGINLA
RAY LAHOOD, ILLINOIS

DAVE WELDON, FLORIDA
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOMN ABNEY CULSERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

GCLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ROB NABORS

TELEPHONE:
1202) 225-277%

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Sam Farr, member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to join a CODEL led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, to Trinidad and St. Vincent on April 17-21, 2009. The
purpose of the trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the Americas and meet with government and non-
government officials regarding political and economic developments, and general bilateral relations

with each country.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31

U.S.C. 1108(g).

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman
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Congress of ﬂ)t @Hmteh States
Bouse of Representatibes

Waghington, BE 20515
March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United
States Army Garrison, West Point.

The A-76 program was shut down by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the
president signed into law earlier this month because of longstanding concems. Two Government
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued last year detail how poor guidance from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and African-American civil
servants. As GAO noted, even after eight years, A-76 proponents are still unable to “reliably assess
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer.”

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006, 30 months ago. However,
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement -- but when preliminary planning
begins, when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants.

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008 letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for = -
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be “less disruptive” than the A-76
privatization review, but yet “yield efficiency-and real savings,” and thus be “a win-win for West
Point and the West Point community.” Nevertheless, this petition was rejected. Even OMB during

OSD 03251-09
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the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be considered_ t.he
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive
sourcing, calling it “commercial management,” and emphasized business process reengineering
instead of contracting out.

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation imposed in law, whf'ch means
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in (?or.lgre.ss
have already recognized the failure of OMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews b}: eliminating
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76
privatization review.

Sincerely,

MAURICE HINCHEY HN HALL
ember of Congress ember of Congress




CHARLES B. RANGEL

15TH CONGRESSIONAL DisTRICT
NEew Yoak

GEORGE A. DALLEY
CHIEF OF STAFF

JAMES E. CAPEL
COMMITTEE: DISTRICT DIRECTOR
WAYS AND MEANS
JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
March 3, 2009
Mr. Christian Marrone
Acting Assistant Secretary / Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Marrone:
To carry out my Congressional duties in the area of national defen§e, I am
seeking your assistance in receiving information regarding the stationing of
U.S. troops at U.S. military installations overseas.
In view of plans for changes in troop deployments in Iraq and Afghanistar}
announced by President Obama, this information would be helpful to me in
~ understanding the President's plans in the larger worldwide context.
Therefore, [ would appreciate a comprehensive report from DoD listing all
military bases abroad where U.S. troops are stationed, the number of troops
at each installation, and the cost of maintaining each of these bases.
In view of the urgency of this request, I would appreciate a personal .
response as soon as possible. If the information cannot be made public, I
would be willing to schedule a personal classified briefing in an appropriate
venue on Capitol Hill.
Thank you for your consideratips.
Sing
CHARLE - '
Member of C OSD 03255-09
CBR/em R
WASHINGTON OFFICE DisTRICT OFFICE
0O 2354 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFice BulLbDING B ’ a 163 WeST 125TH STReeT
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-3216 NEw York, NY 10027
TELEPHONE: (202) 225-4385 TELEPHONE: {212) 663-3900

Fax: {202} 225-0816 PLEase ResPoND Ta Orrice CHECKED Fax: {212) 6634277



JEFF MILLER

1sT DisTRiCT, FLORIDA

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERRORISM,

UNCONVENTIONAL THREATS AND CAPABILITES
RANKING MEMBER

Congress of the Enited States
BHousge of Repregentatibes
Washington, BE 20515

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON
QVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS
RANKING MAMBER

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS

March 17, 2009

The Honorable William Lynn
Deputy Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Lynn,

— W

WASHINGTON QFFICE:
2439 RAYBURN Houste OFFICE BUILDING
WassngTon, DC 20815
(202} 225-4136

DISTRICT OFFICES:
4300 Bavou BOuLEVARD
Surre 13
PensacoLa, FL 32503
(880} 479-1183

348 5.W. MIRACLE STRIP PARKWAY
Sure 24
FORT WaLTON Beach, FL 32548
(850} 684-1286

httpijetfmiler.house.gov
Yall Free: 1-B86-387-1613

I am writing to you regarding the need for an overpass on State Road (SR) 85 at
Eglin Air Force Base, near the 7th Special Forces Group (SFG) cantonment area. SR 85
is the only highway connecting southem Okaloosa County with northern Okaloosa
County. Today’s daily commute traffic is already at the top end of capacity. The Air
Force decision for beddown of the BRAC-mandated move of the 7th SFG results in

unacceptable degradation of traffic flow.

I have been advised that the Army, Air Force, SOCOM, and the 7™ Special Forces
Group all have identified the need for this overpass. In addition, I am told that no Service
has programmed for this overpass in the Future Year's Defense Plan (FYDP). This is
especially disappointing given that it will take emergency programming action if we are
to have any hope of completing this BRAC related requirement by the fall of 2011.

I’ve written the relevant officials in the Army, Air Force and SOCOM and I
hope that you are able to direct these officials to coordinate so that emergency
programming action for the SR 85 overpass is generated as soon as possible. As of now,
the Services cannot agree on a plan, and your involvement in this issue is necessary and

would be much appreciated.

With warm personal regards, I am,

ly, T
eff Mifler ;
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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CHARLES B.'RANGEL

15TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

New York

COMMITTEE:

WAYS AND MEANS

JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION
CHAIRMAN

Congtess of the United States
PHouge of Repregentatibes

March 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

(b[)(é) i meﬁer my highest possible recommendation of (& T

for a political appointment in your Department. She has a

wealth of expérierice in the Department of Defense. [ is most
interested in, and has a background that qualifies her highly for positions in the
areas of personnel policy, small business utilization, diversity management and
equal opportunity. |®© | combined Federal government and Political
Appointee career spans more than 20 years in the Department of Defense (DoD),
serving in Office of the Secretary of Defense and the Department of the Air Force
(resume enclosed).

I have known |®© since 1998 when she joined my Washington
Congressional office as a Brookings Institution Legislative Fellow through a
highly competitive program while employed in DoD, Office of thg Under
Secretary. of Defense (Personnel and Readiness). At that time she served as Equal
Employment Manager, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Equal Opportunity). Upon leaving my office she returned to the Department as a
political appointee, serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for
Civilian and Military Equal Opportunity.

As you can see, m has had a long and distinguished career. Her
professional credentials and experience "in the ‘Department” of “Defense,
specifically, Office of the Under" Secretary of Defense for Personnel and

. Readiness, and Office of the Secretary of the Air Force, supports and ensures that

WasHINGTON OFFICE

she could hit the ground running, immediately assuming’ unportant and critical
dutles w1thm the Department o

) OSD 03333-09 C
2354 Raveurn House Orrice BuiLoing ) ! a 163 WeST 1257 STREET

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3215

TELEPHONE: (202) 2264365

Fax: (202) 2250816

GEORGE A. DALLEY
CHIEF OF STAFF

JAMES E. CAPEL
DISTRICT DIRECTOR

RNy 0Q B

Mew York, NY 10027

TeLePHONE: (212) 663-3900

PLEasE ResponD Ta OFFICE CHECKED Fax: (212} 6634277

( bojt DWW gD



Bonorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

March 13, 2009

Page 2

I cannot speak highly enough of She has been at times advisor and

coordinator of The Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Program, mow
institutionalized in the State Department. As a result of her work currently 30
Fellows are now assigned as Foreign Service Officers to U.S. Embassies aroqnd
the world, and will soon be joined by another 30 Fellows who are completing
their graduate school studies, and in the pipeline for service in the diplomatic

corps.

It is B8 record that makes me so confident of the great job she has
done for your Department and would do again, upon returning to the Department
of Defense. I've personally seen her in action. Nothing would make me more
proud than to see her serve again as a conmbutmg member of your DoD team.

Enclosure:
Resume

ce: “Don Gips
Assistant to the President
& Director of Presidential Personnel
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JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS

JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
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STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY March 20 2009 TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.. GEORGIA »

BARBKA):A LEE. é:k’:xb}s;s CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETQ
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA .

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA TELEPHONE:

STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 1202} 226-2771

TIM RYAN, OHIO
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
C/AO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202(b), Public Law 601, 79" Congress (codified at
2U.S.C. §72 a (b)), this Staff has been directed by the Committee on Appropriations to make an
inquiry of the Department of Defense to determine if the Antideficiency Act was violated when it
requested funds within the Army.

Please designate an appropriate point of contact to arrange for obtaining the data pertinent to this
inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business days of the receipt of this letter. If
there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be contacted on (202) 225-3881.

. -

o g;f;“/b }"w’u{f&‘-/b’

David M. Pomerantz

Director

Surveys and Investigations Staff
House Committee on Appropriations

cc - Comptroller of the Department of Defense
cc - Secretary of the Army
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IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
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VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
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BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVIGES

U.S. Douge of Repregentatives
Washington, BE 20515-6035

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS
WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA
ROBIN HAYES, NORTH CAROLINA
KEN CALVERT, CAUFORNIA

JO ANN DAVIS, VIRGINIA

W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WALSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A. LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TUSINER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESCTA
CANDICE S. MILLER, MICHIGAN
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NANCY BOYDA, KANSAS MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

HANK JOMNSON, GEORGIA THELMA DRAKE, VIRGIMA

CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE CATHY McMORRIS WASHINGTON
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT K MICHARL CONAWAY, TEXAS

DAVIO LOEBSACK, IOWA March 25 » 2009 GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY

KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, NEW YORK
JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA

GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA
ELWAH E. CUMMINGS. MARYLAND
KENDRICK B. MEEK, FLORIDA
KATHY CASTOR, FLORIDA

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

You are invited to designate a witness or witnesses to testify before the House Armed
Services Committee on Measuring Value and Efficiency: How t0.Assess the Performance of the
Defense Acquisition System on Wednesday, April 1, 2009 at 7 30 AMm room 2212 Rayburn
House Office Building. .

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the merhbers. Therefore, it
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn
House Office Building by the morning of Monday, March 30, 2009. In addition, consistent with
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to Alicia Haley at

alicia. haley(@mail.house.gov.

I appreciate your willingness to designate a witness or witnesses tomdpear before the
committee and look forward to your department’s testimony. Should you have any questions,
please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff at (202) 225-6703 or aﬂ
Andrew.Hunter@mail. house.gov.

Very truly yours,

N S

ROBERT ANDREWS
Chairman .
IS:cd I

D 03490-09
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ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK March 26, 2009 ) :

BOBB8Y BRIGHT, ALABAMA

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the government that it
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office of Management and
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsonrce
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be nsed as a tool to
determine the most competitive and efficient source for performing “commercial” work — either
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently
governmental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals.

The House Armed Services Committee has taken several steps to mitigate the undue
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Department
of Defense Inspector General reviewed the military services” A-76 programs. ‘In its interim
report (April 22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that:

* The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the
war.

s The Air Force feels “pressure in the budget to conduct” privatization studies.

These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008.

Furthermore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a one year
government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies.

Many of the Department’s A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by statute. This creates
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has
requested a cancellation — either because the installation is seeking an alternative approach or
because the original study was not appropriate - only to be denied by the Department.
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We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense (Instailations and Environment)
in a letter to many members of Congress, reaffirmed the competitive sourcing policy that was set
in place by the 2001 President’s Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration.

In light of the President’s memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as concerns raised by the
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive
review of the Department’s A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward
with a sound competitive sourcing policy.

‘We request a prompt response to this letter.

Sincerely,
M éﬂmm
IKE SKELTON ! SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

Chairman Chatrman
House Armed Services Committee Readiness Subcommittee
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March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Senior Policy Advisor to the
Republican Leader, to travel with Senate Codel Kyl to Israel, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
Turkey during the approximate period of April 4-13, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to
address issues of terrorism, defense, and national security.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Navy escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of
funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cC: The Honorable Lorraine C. Millér, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANG, NEW YORK

ROSA L DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
€0 PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E, PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFOANIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CARGLYN €. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR.. GEORGIA
MARION HERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIiM RYAN. OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

OEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the MAnited States

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Approprigtions
AWashington, D 20515-6015

March 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
AODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, 1OWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOMN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS A. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN H. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERY, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C, LATOURETTE, OHIC
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202 225-2771

_ Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer
Mlller,'Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr. Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the
Committee on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and

Frankfurt, German

r and Vienna, Austria during the approximate time period of Apri! 4-

10, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to classified programs and
counter-terrorism operations and activities.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall

be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Tt will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
rqakmg whatever atrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial transportation.

Sincerely,

e Uy

David R. Obey
Chairman
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March 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of
Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Berman to
India, Pakistan, Cyprus, and Italy during the approximate period of April 13-21, 2009.
The purpose of the trip is to engage dialogue with Pakistani and Indian officials regarding
counter-terrorism, foreign assistance, and nuclear cooperation.

1t would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your p"l"ompt. attention to this matter.

" Sincerely,
! ';N}:‘C:{'\IZOSI
Speaker of the House

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK.

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES £. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOMN W. DLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

OAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROVBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILUNOQIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATHICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM BYAN, ONIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRD RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the MAnited States

Rouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, D 20515-6015

March 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JEARY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R, WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
AODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

AOBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR|
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, LLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENN!S R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

AODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 226-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to Christopher White and Linda Pagelsen, staff members
of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 31 -
April 1, 2009, to Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. The purpose of this trip is to conduct intelligence
oversight on classified programs.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examination of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

automobile,

Sincerely,

O

David R. Obey
Chairman
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Mar. 30. 2009 4:30PM No. 0861 P. 2

Congress of ﬂJe United States

Bouge of Wepresentatibes
TWhaghington, BEL 20515
March 30, 2009
The Hanorable Robert C. Gates The Honorable Eric K. Shinseki
Secretary of Defense Secretary of Veterans Affairs
1000 Defense Pentagon 810 Vermont Ave NW
Washington, DC 20301 Washington, DC 20420

Dear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki:

The establishment of a Vision Center of Bxcellence (VCE) for the prevention, diagnosis,
mitigation, treatment, and rehabilitation of military eye injuries was authorized by the
FY2008 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) (PL100-181 Section 1623), This
legislation established the VCE as a joint Department of Defense (DoD) and Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) program to improve the care of American military personnel
and veterans affected by combat eye trauma and to aid those suffering from vision loss
and vision anomalies,

Despite the legislative mandate, bureaucratic problems have hindered any significant
progress toward the establishment of the VCE. A Director for the VCE, Colonel Donald
Gagliano, and a VA Deputy Director of VCE, Dr. Claude Cowan, were belatedly
appointed as recently as November 2008. Currently, these two officials are working with
virtually no office space, few resotirees, limited staffing, no organizational charter, and
inadequate funding, .

According to the initial DoD/VA estimates, approximately $5 million is needed to
establish the VCE. According to March 17, 2009 testimony to the House Veterans
Affairs Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, only $3 million had been
identified by DoD for the VCE in FY2009. To date, only $7,000 has been spent on the
VCE by DoD since November 2008,

There is an ever increasing prevalence of combat eye trauma and TBI visual dysfunction
among service members, as well as increasing numbers of battle wounded who have
Ppenetrating direct eye trauma and/or TBI-related visual complications. Review of DoD
medical diagnostic reports demonstrates that approximately 4,970 Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom servicernembers were diagnosed with direct
cye injuries between September 2001 and October 2008. Data from the Defense
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Veterans Brain Injury Center estimates that 70% of ail TBI wounded servicemembers
screencd at Wahter Reed Army Medical Center reported visnal complaints,

* The prompt implementation of the VCE would allow our visizally impaired wounded

warriors 1o receive coordinated specialized treatment and rehabilitation specifically -
tailored to traumatic injury to the eye and visnal nervoys system. We therefore
respectfully request that both DoD and VA address this as a priotity issue as soon s
possible.

This requires a concentrated effort by the DoD and VA to get the VCE on track. Most
immediately, the DoD and VA must provide the $5 million in fimding for the remainder
of FY2009. Furthermore, the DoD and VA must aversee approval of the organizational
structure and charter for the VCE and provide the appropriate staffing, joint office space,
and resources to begin full mplementanon of VCE operations,

The establishment of the VCE is an unparalleled oppartunity to dramatically improve eye
care services for our nation’s servicemembers and veterans. Thank you for your attention
1o this important matter, We look forward to working with you in the future in support of
our wounded servicemembers and veterans,

Sincerely, .
échaelH Michaud : : ¥Boozmau g
" Member of Congress . - Member of Congress :

Herry T

Tim
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Member of Congresé

Member of Congress

3



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIC

PETER J VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANG, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DeLAURD. CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYO. FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR,, GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORMIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY MCCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
8EN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Nnited Dtates

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, P 20515-6015

March 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

€. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGHIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD VIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WARMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, OWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSGN, IDARO
JOHN ABMEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILUNOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R, REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225-2171

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Steve Israel, member of the
Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of April 6,
e 2009 to Fort Bragg, MNorth Carolina. The purpose of this trip is to meet with Fort Bragg
leadership to discuss wounded warrior care, suicide prevention, and mental health care.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109.00 per day, or the rate specified for High
Cost Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized
costs, shall be paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C.
1108(g)) for examination of appropriations estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial and/or military aircraft.

Sincerely,

O

Dave Obey
Chairman

566-09



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NOAMAN 0. DICKS. WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, QHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK . KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY. NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
S5AM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JA., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY,

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAELC HONOA. CALIFORNIA

BETTY MCcCOLLUM. MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH"” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTLICKY

DEBBIE WASSEAMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited States

Roose of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, B 20515-6015

March 25, 2009

Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWAS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. SiLL YOUNG, FLORIOA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTULKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINCIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R, CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNMLA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TJELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2M

Reference is made to my letter dated March 11, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Ed Pastor and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Brazil

en April 3-10, 2009,

.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize spouses to accompany Members for
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHarman
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICXS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVEA, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCKLLE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA
SAM FARH, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JA., ILLINODIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM AYAN, OHIO

CA. "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CRANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited States

Aouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, BE 20515-6015

March 26, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNLA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK R, WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEDRGIA

RAODNEY P, FRELUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IDWA

. AOBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHC
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALUFORNIA

JO BOMNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 226-2771

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I make reference to my letter dated March 5, 2009, authorizing a delegation led by
the Honorable Nita Lowey, to travel to Egypt Jordan, Israel, and Ireland during the
approximate time period of April 13-19", 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the Honorable Steven
Rothman, a Member of the Commitiee, as well as Nisha Desai-Biswal, Anne Marie
Chotvacs, Kirstin Brost, and Alex Gillen, staff on the Committee, to travel with the

delegation.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making necessary arrangements for this travel. The travel may be conducted via
commercial and military aircraft.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

ot

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 03572
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MAR-31~2009 21:17

MASORITY MEMEERS:
GEORGE MILLER, CALIFORNLA, Chalnan

DALE E. KILDEE, MICHKGAN, Vica Ghaisnen
DONALD M. PAYNE, NEW JERSEY

VIA FACSIMILE - 703-695-1219
The Honorable Robert Gates

U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

2181 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-61G0

March 31, 2009

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Mazie K. Hirono to travel on 2 Congressional Delegation
(CODEL) issued by the Committes on Foreign Affairs, led by Congressman Russ Carnahan to Egypt,
Ethiopia, Cyprus and Lebanon on April 2-11, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to participate in the Inter-
Parliamentary Union’s (IPU) 120™ session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The IPU’s work focusing on human
rights including ILO labor rights for organizing and collective bargaining and women’s issues including
non-discrimination in employment and equal work. And the IPU mobilizes parliamentary action on a wide
range of global issues, including HIV/AIDS, migration, and development cooperation.

It is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be‘
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and lransporcahon is
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up

to business class, including foreign flag carriérs when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests

U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact David Beraka, Foreign Affairs Committee, at 202-
226-3328. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

ly,
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Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515
March 23, 2009
The Honorable Robett M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-4000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We strongly support moving forward with a pending rule addressing TRICARE reimbutsement
rates to hospitals serving military servicemen and women in rural areas, and we encourage -the
Department of Defense to once again take up consideration of this matter as soon as possible.

We have a strong interest in maintaining access to the highest quality health care for active military
petsonnel, veterans, and their dependants. This is especially important for those who require access
to cate in rural areas. While TRICARE payment policies generaily follow Medicare payment
formulas, TRICARE reimbursemenis to Medicare Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) have been
historically lower than those of Medicare and Medicaid, in some cases nearly 20 percent Iowg:. .
Critical Access Hospitals serve rural areas across the country, and this payment disparity is hindering
their ability to continue providing care to their patients.

A 2008 draft rule promulgated by the Department of Défense would increase TRICARE .
reimbursements to CAHs so that they are on par with current Medicare reimbursement rates. This
change would bring relief to all Critical Access Hospitals, and particulatly those that setve a large
numbes of militaty personnel, veterans and their dépendents. Maintaining access to care in rural
areas js of critical importance at a time when out servicemembers are returning home from Iraq and
Afghanistan. We also note, however, that the rule omits several critical aspects of Medicare’s
reimbursement policy for CAHs. We urge the Department of Defense to adopt Medicare’s exact
methodology for determining CAH reimbursement for inpatient and outpatient care, including an
exemption from the “lesser of costs or charges” principle and mechanisms to provide interim
payments and cost settlement.

The Critical Access Hospitals ‘Proposed Rule on ReimBursement was published in the Federal
Register (Volume 73, Number 87) on May 5, 2008, and the public comment period closed on June 4,
2008, It is our understanding that the Department of Defense finalized the rule and sent it to Office
of Management and Budget in October, but that no further action has been taken. Ina
memorandum issued by White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel on January 20, 2009, the heads
of Executive departments and agencies were instructed that: :

“no proposed or firial regulation should be sent to the Office of the Fede?al Register (the |
“OFR?”) for publication unless and until it has been reviewed and approved by a department
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or agency head appointed or designated by the President after noon on January 20, 2009, or
in the case of the Department of Defense, the Secretary of Defense.”

We recognize that the new Administration has an interest in reviewing those proposed regulations
currently under consideration. However, we believe publishing the final Critical Access Hospitals
Rule on Reimbursement, with the critical modifications described above, is important to ensuring
the health of rutal Americans. We ask the Department of Defense to act expeditiously to move this
rule forward.

We appreciate your consideration of this request.

: Sincerely,
Mike Simp'son ‘ Rick Larsen
Member of Congress : Member of Congtess
Wil
arlie Wilson Don Young
Member of Congress _ Member of Congress
®
Rich Boucher
Member of Congress
John Salazar 3
Member of Congress
Marion Berry / Mac Thombetfy

Member of Congtess Member of Congress



Toe Mocan

Jerry Moran
Member of Congress

/s

Doc Hastings
Member of Congress

Qgﬁﬂwﬁ,‘r/ A B

Cathy McMottis Rodgers Leonard Boswell
Member of Congress Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable 8. Ward Casscells, M.D., Assistant Secretaty of Defense for Health Affairs




Congress of the Tnited States
1bouge of Representatives
Washington, BL 20515

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The
ABL is America’s premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous
potential for our nation’s warfighters, but also for maintaining America’s technological
edge. It is critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons,
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program.

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability “to
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly after launch during the boost-
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States’
airborne weapon systems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light
with a range of hundreds of kilometers.”

Our military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the
challenges facing our nation. General B.B. Bell, the former Commander of the United
States Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, “...from a warfighter's perspective, the ABL will be
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense

capability for the Korean Peninsula.” This is 3 legitimate capability our nation needs.

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic
missiles has only grown. Today, outside of Russia, China and our Westem allies, there
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world, That number is continuing to grow every
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as
the nation’s only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to
increase.
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The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a boosting ballistic missile
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that suppotts it. In short, we will have
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration.

Again, we respectfully request your support for the Airborne Laser program.

Sincerely,
| Norm Dicks | Todd Tiahrt |
Member of Congress Member of Congress
|
i Heinrich
MembLr of Congress Member of Congress
; ‘
| V. LMY A '
Todd Akin Buck McKeon
Member of Congress Member of Congress
) <
Lo I

Kevin McCarthy
Member of Congress



IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI. CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P, ORTIZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPP!

NEIL ABERCROMSBIE, HAWA1

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON, CAUFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA

SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA
ELLEN O. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE {SLAND
RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GUAM
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA

W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER. FLORIDA :
JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A. LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIQ

JOHN KUNE, MINNESOTA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZOMA

BILL SHUSTER, PENNSYLVAMNIA
CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS
DOUG LAMEORN, COLORADO
AOB WITTMAN, VIRGINLA

MARY FALLIN, CKLAHOMA
DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

U.S. BHousge of Repregentatives
WHasghington, BL 205156035

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

CARQOL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE JORN C, FLEMING, LOUISIANA
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT March 31, 2009 MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO
DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA y THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA
JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA

GASRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA

NIKI TSONGAS, MASSACHUSETTS
GLENN NYE, VIRGINIA

CHELLIE PINGREE. MAINE

LARRY KISSELL, NORTH CAROLINA
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO
FRANK M, KRATOVIL. JR., MARYLAND
ERIC J.J. MASEA, NEW YORK

BOBEY BRIGHT, ALABAMA

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

As you are aware, recent news reports suggest that North Korea is imminently close to launching
a long-range Taepodong ballistic missile that could reach the United States. The commander of U.S.
for.ces in the Pacific recently testified before our committee, “We’re ready to defend U.S. territory, our
allle§ and our national interests if the president so directs.” However, it remains unclear whether the
administration has made any decision, based upon comments made by your Secretary of Defense this
weekend where he said the administration is, “not prepared to do anything about it.” We respectfully
encourage you to authorize our military commanders to employ our nation’s missile defense system,
should the United States or our allies be put at risk.

 These reports suggest, and senior officials within your administration have confirmed, that North
Korea is loading a Taepodong rocket on its east coast launch pad. However, there is a great deal of
uncertainty as to the purpose of this launch. Last week, the Director of National Intelligence said,
“they’re trying to use the rationale of a legitimate space launch for a missile, which is in its foundation a
mlll.tary missile.” Adding to this uncertainty, three of our nation’s top military commanders recently
testified before our colleagues in the Senate that they couldn't be sure whether North Korea plans to
launch a communications satellite or test an offensive missile.

The uncertainty surrounding this imminent launch is deeply disturbing considering the
Taepodong missile has the potential range to strike Okinawa, Guam, Alaska, and Hawaii. Equally
disturbing are reports that North Korea’s progress in ballistic missile technology is benefiting Iran, as
demfmstrated in Tehran’s recent satellite Jaunch last month. The only certain issue is that North Korea
continues to engage in missile proliferation. Furthermore, any such launch would explicitly violate
Umtc;d Nations sanctions and pose a provocative and destabilizing threat to the region and the American
people.

. While we support diplomatic efforts by your administration to prevent such a launch from
occurring, we also believe prudent steps can be taken to make use of our missile defense capabilities
should the United States or our allies be put at risk. Our nation’s top military generals recently testified
bet:ore Congress that they believe our missile defense system is “effective” and has a “high probability”
of intercepting an incoming missile if they were commanded to do so.
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President Obama
March 31, 2009
Page 2

At present, our global, integrated missile defense system consists of satellites, radar tracking
sensors, ground-based interceptors in Alaska and California, Aegis missile defense ships, and Patriot
batteries. We have worked closely with our Japanese and South Korean allies to leverage our respective
missile defense capabilities for the joint protection of our countries and deployed forces. The military
commander responsible for the defense of our homeland recently said, "If we felt the North Koreans were
going to shoot a ballistic missile at us today, I am comfortable that we would have an effective system
that would meet that need." The military commander responsible for defending our forward-deployed
forces and allies in the Pacific said we have an “effective ballistic missile-defense system.”

Recent reports suggest that Japan has authorized its military to shoot down any debris from the
North Korean rocket that might fall toward its territory. Given the confidence our military commanders
bave expressed in our missile defense system, we respectfully encourage you to make a similar decision.
We also ask for your response as to what plans and preparatory measures your administration is taking
should the North Korean rocket endanger the United States or our allies.

Mr. President, we appreciate your attention to this serious matter. Our nation is faced with a
challenging set of circumstances and we believe that by leveraging all tools of national power we can
increase the safety and security of the American people and our allies.

Sincerely,
Jo M McHugh Michael Turner
Ranking Member Member of Congress
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). G pl LéomQ

cc: Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates \/
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
Admiral Michael Mullen






DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHammAaN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGIN(A
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DiLAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
E£D PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLNOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIOA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. SISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNLA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL MEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A, “DUTCH* AUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBEBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRQ RODRIGLEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Congress of the Wnited States

RAouse of Representatives

Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, BE 205)5-6015

April 1, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
RAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY F. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, OWA

ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CLHBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENMIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE, OHIC
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226-271

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel 10 Cuba on April 3-8, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize John Blazey, a staff member of the
Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Dav1d R. Obey

Chairman
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAlRMAN
JOHN P, MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA

NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON

ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA

MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L DELAURO, CONNECTICUT

JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

DAVID E, PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

ROBERT E. “BUD" CRAMER, JR, ALABAMA
PATRICK J. KENNEOY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYRAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., RLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, RLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

TOM UDALL, NEW MEXICO

ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA

Congress of the Nnited States
Fouse of Representatives

Committee on Appropriations

Aashington, DC 209156015

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BiLL YOUNG, FLORIDA

RALPH REGULA, OHIO

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JAMES T. WALSH, NEW YORK

DAVID L. HOBSON, OHIC

JOE KNOLLENBERG, MICHIGAN

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGLA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADEAHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI

KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

JOHN E. PETERSON, PENNSYLVANIA
YIRGIL H. GOOCE, JA., VIRGINIA

RAY LAHOOD, ILLINOIS

DAVE WELDOWN, FLORIDA

MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MOMTANA

. JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAB

RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFCRNIA
JO BONNER, ALABAMA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA March 3 0, 2009

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
STEVE ISAAEL, NEW YORK

T HVAN, DO OB NABORS

C.A “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND ,

BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY TELEVHONE:
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHURTZ, FLORIDA (202) 226-27

CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Barbara Lee and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to

Cuba on April 3-8, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the use of a commercial chartered
plane between Miami, FL and Cuba, if military aircraft is unavailable.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

" Dhee

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 03677-09
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CAROLYN B. MALONEY OISTAICT OFFICES
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GOVERNMENT REFORM _ @nnmtﬁg ot tb 4 mn“‘eb étateg {718) 8921004
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE ouse of Representatives b
‘ Mim%aggw-sm
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing to request an update on the current status of the implementation of the
Defense Incident-Based Reporting System (DIBRS). Specifically, I am interested in knowing
whether the Department of Navy Criminal Justice Information System (DONCIJIS) is finally
operational and reporting to DIBRS.

I am sure you will agree that the collection of statistics and data is crucial to learning how
many sexual assaults and other crimes are occurring in the United States military. Despite the
clear need for a well-functioning system for reporting such crimes, implementation of DIBRS is
long overdue. As you know, Congress enacted the Unifoim Federal Crime Reporting Act (P.L.
100-690) in 1988, which requires federal agencies and departments, including DoD, to report
crime data to the Justice Department. The law also created the National Incident-Based
Reporting System (NIBRS). In 1996, the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness issued Directive 7730.47, concerning the creation of DIBRS. However, twenty one -
years have passed since the passage of the Uniform Federal Crime Reporting Act and DIBRS has
yet to be completed.

This issue has been a concern of mine for some time, and I am disappointed by the
ongoing delay of such an important system. At a meeting on November 19, 2004, with then
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Program Integration Jeanne Fites and John Awtrey,
Director of OUSD Law Enforcement Policy and Support, I was told that all the services would
be integrated into DIBRS by mid-2005. On August 9,2005, I received a letter from Under
Secretary Fites informing me that because the Navy was transitioning to a new Department of
Navy Criminal Justice Information System (DONCIJIS), DIBRS would not be fully operational
until Fall 2006, That target was then pushed back to June and then October 2007, The last
information I received stated that a new date had been set for December 1, 2008, but that date
has passed as well.

To date, the transition to DONCIJIS by the Navy has seemed to be the main problem

slowing the full operation of DIBRS. As the Department of the Navy’s budget estimate for
FY09 includes requests for fumding for a contractor to support, develop, test, train, deploy, and
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implement the system, it seems that these tasks are still in the process of being completed.
Therefore, I would like to know when the Navy is now expected to be fully reporting to DIBRS,

- and what you will do to ensure that the Navy meets this new deadline.

This issue assumes grater urgency in light of the latest statistics on sexual assault from
the DoD’'s annual report for FY08. The analysis documented 2,923 reports of sexual assault in
FYO08, representing roughly an 8% increase from the previous year. It is extremely vital that the
DoD, policymakers, servicemen and women, and all stakeholders know the true story about
crime in the military. Only when there is an accurate accounting of the crimes that may be
occurring in the U.S. military can the DoD hope to institute effective policies for preventing such
increases in the future, I fear that additional delays will hamper the DoD’s ability to assemble an
accurate accounting of criminal activities, and may in fact prevent the full implementation of
DIBRS indefinitely. Such an outcome would be unacceptable to me and many of my colleagues
who have long been concemed about the safety of all servicemen and women. I look forward to
hearing about your efforts to ensure the completion of DIBRS.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Smcerely,

: .g;zz
CAROLYN B. NEY,
Member of Congres



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P, MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN O, DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY XAPTUR, OHID

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

ROBERT E. *BUD" CRAMER, JR.. ALABAMA
PATRICK J. KENNECY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCHLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSQN, JR,, KLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. AGTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

Congress of the Nnited States

HRouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, PE 20515-6015

March 30, 2009

JERRY LEWAS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
RALPH REGULA, OHIO

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, IRGINIA

JAMES T. WALSH, NEW YORK
DAVID L. HOBSON, OHIO

JOE KNOLLENBERG, MICHIGAN
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TOOD TIAHAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B, ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GAANGER, TEXAS

JOHN E. PETERSON, PENNSYLVANIA
VIRGR H. GOODE, JR., VIRGINIA
RAY LAHOOD, LLINOIS

DAVE WELDON, FLOAIDA
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS

BARBARA RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
TOM UDALl;.E,EIGEcVAIL:Eo:IgOIA KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA JO BONNER, ALABAMA
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
TIM RYAN, OHIO ROB NABORS
C.A “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND i
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY TELEPHONE:
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA (202) 226-277
CIRD RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Linda Pagelsen, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of April 6 — 16, 2009, to Japan and
South Korea. The purpose of this trip is to tour facilities and receive briefings on U.S. Forces
Korea, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and intelligence activities.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,
Gl 0

David Obey

Chairman

D 03721-09
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Congresgional BHigpanic Cautus
@inited States Congress
Whashington, DE 20515

CHAIRWOMAN
NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

1274 DISTRICT, New YORk

March 31,2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

Department of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

Congratulations upon being selected by President Obama to continue to serve as our
nation's Secretary of Defense. The Congressional Hispanic Caucus (CHC) applauds your
work thus far in leading the Deparment of Defense. The CHC is identifying individuals
who we feel are outstanding candidates for positions in the Administration. In an effort
to help bring the diversity to the Executive Branch that President Obama has sought, we
are forwarding you the name of ane of those candidates.

Today, we write to inform you that the CHC has endorsed Pedro Rustan Jr. to serve as
the Director of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). He
currently serves as the Director of the National Reconnaissance Office’s Ground

- Enterprise Directorate. Prior to that he was the Dircctor of the Advanced Systems and
Technology Director there. He has a strong history as a consultant to NASA, Institute of
Defense Analysis, Boeing, Lockheed Martin, and many other corporations. Furthermore,
he has over 15 years of service to our nation's military, in various capacities, including
Research Scientist for the Air Force and Program Manager for the Defense Nuclear
Agency. For these reasons, and his desire to serve the Obama Administration, we
endorse Pedro Rustan Jr. for this role that is vital to our pation’s advancement.

Again, we are cager to work with you to promote our shared goals of diversity. If there is
auny way we can be of assistance during this critical time, please let us know.

Sinccrely,
] V ¢
avi. :
Nydia Vclazquez Charles A. Gonzale
Chair Chair
Congressional Hispanic Caucus CHC Nominations Ad Hoc Task Force

cC Don Gips, Director of White House Personnel
Michael Camuiiez, Special Assistant 1o the President, Presidential Personnel
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JO ANN EMERSON

MEMBER OF CONGRESS
8TH DISTRICT, MISSOURI

COMMITTEE
APPROPRIATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEES:

RANKING MEMBER, FINANCIAL
SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT,
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION,
AND RELATED AGENCIES

hup://www.house goviemerson

Secretary Robert Gates

U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Gates:

House of Repregentatives

TWashington, BE 205152508
April 2, 2009

18:45:59

-~ Congress of the Wnited Stateg
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OFFICES:
2440 RAYBURM HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515
(202) 225-a408

655 INDEPENDENCE STREET
SUITE 1400
CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO 63703
{573) 335-0101

1301 KINGSHIGHWAY
AOLLA, MQ 65401
(573} 3642465

22 EAST COLUMBIA
FARMINGTON, MO 6364G
(673} 766-8756

35 COURT SQUARE
SUITE 300
WEST PLAINS, MO 65775
(417) 255-1515

A matter of great importance has come to my attention. Rare earth minerals and
materials play an essential role in highly sophisticated electronic devices used for the defense of
our nation. The National Minerals Advisory Board has specifically identified rare earth elements
and alloys as “strategic and critical” to the defense of our country.

At the present time, the United States imports 100% of rare earth minerals and alloys; the
primary source of rare earth minerals being China. Even if the United States begins mining these
mingrals, there are no domestic refining facilities to create the alloys used for these sophisticated
electronic devices. If the flow of these minerals and alloys were to be interrupted, the nation
would face extreme challenges in the development and creation of electronic devices which
could be detrimental to the nation’s defense.

With the United States dependent upon other nations for these rare earth minerals and
alloys, are there any plans within the Department of Defense to develop a strategy to address this .
disparity? Are you contemplating a comprehensive strategy that would involve the domestic
mining, refining, and a stockpile of these elements? If there is not a strategy to address the
disparity, what is the present plan of action if the supply of rare carth minerals and alloys is

interrupted?

convenience.

Kind regards,

ANN EMERSON
ember of Congress

FPRINTED ON RECYCLED PAFER

Thank you for examining this matter and [ would appreciate a response at your earliest

Ql,wu.-—a——.



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAlRMmAN JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA C. W. BLL YOUNG, FLORIOA

NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA FRANK R, WOLF, VIRGINIA

MARCY KAPTUR, OHIC JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

PETEA J, VISCLOSKY, INDIANA RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK , TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS
JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE
ROSA L. DeLAURO, CONNECTICUT TOM LATHAM. IOWA
. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA

JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA
JO ANN EMERSQON, MISSOURI

JOHNW. OLVER':,mM'?SSACHUSETYS , .

oo AT cncun Rouse of Representatives SRS o
J » - - JOHN ABNEY CULB , TEXA,

S s e Committee on Appropriations IoAx TR e

DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA

LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA "
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA mﬂﬁ 51 5—M]5 JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
JESSE L JACKSON. JR., LLINOIS 3 RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN s KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA JO BONNER, ALABAMA

THAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA
SANFQRD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA .

MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA' CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVEALY PHETO
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA TELEPHONE:

STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK (202) 225-2T7
TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A “DUTCH~ RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND

BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSEAMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA

CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable James P. Moran, Member of the Committee, to travel
during the approximate time period of April 13-April 21, 2009, to Cyprus, India, Pakistan, and Italy. He will be
joining the CODEL led by the Honorable Howard Berman. The delegation will meet with government leaders
in Cyprus, India, and Pakistan. The purpose of the trip is to discuss issues affecting global commerce, the
Middle East, and military security issues. :

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the
government.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military aircraft.

Sincerely,

W

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 03765-09
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAWMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M, LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SEARANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. D¢LAURD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., {LLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFOROD D. BISHOP. JR., GEDRGIA
MARION BEARY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESQOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIOQ

C.A “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLOAIDA
CIRO RODAIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited States

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, D 20515-6015

March 30, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VMGNU\

JACK KINGSTON, GEORi

RODNEY P. FHEIJNGHUVSEN NEW JERSEY
TQODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEYV CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTERA. TEXAS

AODNEY ALEXAMDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

4O BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN €. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226-2T1

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

Authorization is hereby given to the Honorable Harold Rogers, member of the
Commitice on Appropriations, to travel with a Congresswnal Delegation led by Chairwoman
Eddie Bernice Johnson of the Transportatlon and Infrastructure Committee. This trip is during
the approximate time period of April 3 — April 13, 2009, to Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates,
fmd Italy. The purpose of this trip is to review transportation, defense, and homeland security
issues with government officials.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no
expense to the government.

It will be appreciatcci if you will have personnel ﬁom thé Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military
aircraft.

Sincerely,
. Davnd Obey
Chairman

SD 03766
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JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

DAVID R, OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN €. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA

JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA HAROLD ROGERS,'KENTUCKY

NORMAN . DICKS, WASHINGTON FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA JACK KlNGSTO"\L GEORGIA

MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA TODO TIAMRT, KANSAS
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HAMES I MORAN, VICINA JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI

JOHN W, OLVEA, MASSACHUSETTS s

copssTon smaown House of Representatioes S oo
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FATRCK J KENNEDY, H0DE kD Committee on Appropriations e e
LUCILLE RO\'BAL-ALLARD CALIFORNIA - Eg:xlﬁ %:EmDNTANA
SAM FARR,CALIFORMA Aashington, PC 205156015 o T oA
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS KEN CALVERAT, CALIFORNIA
CARQLYN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN JO BONNER, ALABAMA

ALLEN BOYD, FLORIOA STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOF, JH., GEORGIA

TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO
MICHAEL HONOA, CALIFORNIA TELEPHONE:

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA Mal'Ch 3 0’ 2 009 (202) 226-2771
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSEAMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

UNCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ben Chandler, a member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of April 2-April 11, 2009, to Egypt, Ethiopia,
Cyprus, Lebanon, and Ireland. He will be joining the CODEL led b‘z The Honorable Russ Carnahan, The
purpose of this trip is to attend the Inter-Parliamentary Union’s 120" meeting being held in Addis Ababa, to
assess USAID programs, and to meet with government officials from each country.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the
government.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military aircraft.

Sincerely,

o

David R. Obey
Chairman

OD 767-09
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ERIC J.J. MASSA . 1208 LonoworTH House OFFice Bunoing

WasHinGTON, DC 20515
29TH DISTRICT, NEW YQRK PHONE: 202-226-3161

Fax: 202-226-6589

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

commmmeeonmeosences Gomnreas of the nited States kit og
St d, ' fiouse vf Representatives Fax: Soc 218 008

HOMELAND SECURIT'Y 89 WEST MARKEY STREET

Washington, BE 20515-3229 Core. WY 16880
Fax: 607-654-7568

317 NORTH UNION STREET
[s] . NY 14760
11 March 2009 Praohe: 7189722060

Fax: 718-372-2869
The Honorable William J Lynn
1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Secretary Lynn,

We write to express our concern surrounding the Army’s impending Single Channel Ground-to-
Air Radio systems (SINCGARS) contract. The Army plans to award a total of $636M of FY07-FY09
funds on this contract. It is our understanding that this technology is legacy, will not provide the
communications capability needed by the Army in the coming years, and could be replaced by newer and
more robust radios. The Army continues to move forward with the Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS)
program, which will ensure that FCS-equipped, combat, and support units are able to e:fchange
information and network on the battlefield. It is essential that all radios and communication devices are
multi-band and JTRS compliant to ensure a seamless transition into this program. It is our feeling that the
Army has not only not taken the proper action to ensure procurement of state-of-the art, JTRS compliant
radios, but that the further purchase of SINCGARS radios will lessen the planned need for JTRS radios,
increasing their unit cost. Congress has been expressing its concerns over this program and procurement
for years. Specifically, in FY07 the defense appropriations committee requested the Secretary of the
Army provide a report to the congressional defense committees that included an evaluation of the
SINCGARS capable commercial off the shelf tactical radios that can meet operational needs. The
Secretary of the Army agreed to hold $175M of program funds until the Army was able to conduct 2
review of the SINCGARS operational requirements document (ORD). This report was never delivered to
congress. In the FY2009 Defense Appropriations Bill the entire SINCGARS request was fenced off
pending a certification from Secretary of Defense that any such procurement of SINCGARS radios “_n]l
utilize full and open competition that will provide best value for Army radio requirements including
consideration of multi-band, JTRS capable solutions. This certification has not been received by the
defense committees.

The Request for Proposal (RFP) that was released by the Army in December of 2008 encourages
industry to offer solutions that include JTRS functional capabilities, but did not require them. The ORI?,
which was originally drafted in 1974, was not, in our opinion, revised or updated appropriately for this
solicitation. It doesn’t make sense to use a ten year old requirement document for such an important and
evolving program, especially considering its connection to the multi-billion dollar JTRS program.

The SINCGARS procurement is just one example of the increasing need for acquisition reform.
If the ORD had been revised or re-written it could have created the opportunity for additional contractor
bids and more product functionality. The Army could have moved forward with a technology that exists
today and would be compliant with future Army programs. We are spending millions of dollars on a
product that we know we will have to replace in the near future despite knowledge that a better solution
could be engineered to the Army’s exact needs. A CBO report dated 11 Feb 2009 states that if the Army
decides to replace SINCGARS radios with the more flexible and capable JTRS ground mobile radio

OSD 03796-09 '
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(GMR) it would increase its current planned purchase by six fold. The Army’s current $15B estimate for
buying GMR would increase accordingly. If the Army were to re-allocate the $636M set aside for
SINCGARS toward a JTRS-compliant radio today, they could save the program future funds. In this
instance, the acquisition process is blatantly wasting taxpayer’s money while simultaneously outfitting
our military with sub-standard equipment. We urge you to look at the long term negative implications of
the acquisition process on the capability of our Armed Services. We strongly encourage you, as you
carefully review future plans for this program, to ensure that future procurements of radios and
communications devices will use an updated set of requirements, tailored for the needs of our future
force.

Very Respectfully,

ric 1.J.
Member



IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK

JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
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JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS . MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS
MADELEINE Z. BOROALLO, GUAM DOUG LAMBORN,

BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA OB WITTMAN, VIAGINIA

PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA MARY FALLIM, OKLAHOMA

HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA
CAROL SHEA-POATER, NEW HAMPSHIRE JOHNC. ALEMING, LOUISIANA

JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO

DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA THOMAS J. ROGNEY, FLORIDA

JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA

GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA .

NI TSONGAS, MASSACHUSETTS T
SLENI NV RGN Apnl 2, 2009 ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

CHELLIE PINGREE, MAINE

LAARY KISSELL, NORTH CAROLINA
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO
FRANK M. KRATQVIL, JR., MARYLAND
ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK

HOBBY BRIGHT, ALABAMA

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 write to ask that you provide a witness to testify before the House Armed Services
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations on the overall state of the Department of
Defense’s acquisition workforce and the Department’s implementation of acquisition workforce-
related provisions in the annual defense authorization legislation for the past four years,
including, in particular, the implementation of the Acquisition Workforce Development Fund,
the use of any special hiring authorities, and Section 834 of the Fiscal Year 2009 National
Defense Authorization Act. This hearing will take place on Tuesday, April 28, 2009, at 1:00
PM in room 2212 Rayburn House Office Building. For your information, I am also requesting
witnesses from the Services and the Government Accountability Office.

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it
is requested that 50 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Raybum House
Office Building by the moming of Friday, April 24. In addition, consistent with the House rules
requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the general public,
Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic
form. These materials may be transmitted via e-mail to Suzanne.McKenna@mail house.gov or
provided on disk.

I appreciate your willingness to assist the subcommittee and look forward to the
Department’s testtmony. Should you have any questlons, please contact Suzanne McKenna on
the committee staff at (202) 225-5050.

Chairman 03798-09
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CHARLES 8, RANGEL, NEW YORK,

G Congress of the Wnited States
2 e ! N.S. Hovse of Representatives
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JOSEPH CROWLEY, NEW YORK

CHRIS VAN NOLLEN, MARYLAND
KENDRICK 8. MEEK, FLOAIDA

ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ. PENNSYLVANIA
ARTUR DAVIS, ALABAMA

DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS

BOB ETHERIDGE, NORTH CAROLINA
LINDA T. SANCHEZ. CALIFORNIA

BRKAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK

JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY

March 30, 2009

JANICE MAYS,
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon ’
Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

DAVE CAMP, MMCHIGAN
WALLY HERGER, CALIFORNIA
SAM JOHNSON, TEXAS
KEVIN BRADY, TEXAS

PAUL AYAN, WISCONSIN
ERIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA
JOHN LINDER, GEORGIA
DEVIN NUNES, CALIFORNIA

GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY

DAVID G. REICHERT, WASHINGTON
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR., LOUISIANA
DEAN HELLER, NEVADA

PETER J. ROSKAM, ILLINOIS

JON TRAUE,
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

This letter is to authorize Congressman Kendrick Meek (D-FL} to
participate on the CODEL being led by Congressman Eliot Engel (D-NY), to
Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. This travel will take
place during the time period of Friday, April 17 through Tuesday, April 24; the

House is not scheduled to be in session during this time.

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the
Americas and meet with government and non-government officials regarding
our bilateral and plurilateral trade agreements with nations in the regjon, trade
preferences and more generally, how best to shape trade to promote economic

development, stability and prosperity.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department ot Detense couid furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by

31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

Sincarely,

. Range
Chairman
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Speaker of the Houee

March 30, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of March 26, 2009 regarding Codel Hoyer.
Please note that the Honorable Richard Neal is no longer traveling. The Honorable
Aaron Schock (R-IL) is authorized to travel instead.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
ey
N.

CY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSi) 03813-09
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March 31, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

" Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of February 13, 2009, regarding Codel Berkley to
the Czech Republic, Lithuania, and Estonia during the approximate period of April 13-20, 2009.
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable Shelley Berkley (D-NV) and Dr. Larry Lehrner

The Honorable John R. Carter (R-TX) and Mrs. Erika Carter

The Honorable Steve Cohen (D-TN)

The Honorable Virginia Foxx (R-NC) and Mr. Tom Foxx

The Honorable Phil Gingrey (R-GA) and Mrs. Billie Gingrey

The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN)

The Honorable Paul E. Kanjorski (D-PA) and Mrs. Nancy Kanjorski
The Honorable Ron Klein (D-FL) and Mrs. Dori Klein

The Honorable Cliff Stearns (R-FL)

The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA)

Ms. Amanda Sloat, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affaﬁ’s
Mr. Riley Moore, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Aﬁaﬂ§
Ms. Sarah Preisser, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs
Mr. Richard Urey, Chief of Staff to Representative Berkley

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

sz (loai

Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives ' _ OSD 03882-09



The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009 regarding Codel
Hoyer. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Majority Leader

The Honorable Roy Blunt (R-MO)

The Honorable Joseph Crowley (D-NY) and Mrs. Kasey Crowley

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) and Mr. Edward Allard
The Honorable Gregory Mecks (D- NY)

The Honorable Elijah Cummings (D-MD) and Dr. Maya Rockeymoore
The Honorable Adrian Smith (R-NE)

The Honorable Gerry Connolly (D-VA)

The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) and Mr. Steve Schultz
The Honorable Richard Neal (D-MA)

The Honorable Norman Dicks (D-WA) and Mrs. Suzanne “Suzie” Dicks

Ms. Mariah Sixkiller, Office of the Majority Leader
Mr. Brian Diffeli, Office of the Republican Leader
Ms. Katie Grant, Office of the Majority Leader

The delegation will be accompanied by:

QQ USN
(0)(6) )

(®)(6) USAF
{(bxe') USAF
®)©®) L USAF .-
lia DSS Agent
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Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY P SI
Speaker of the House

ce: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives



The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of March 5, 2009, regarding Codel .Tanner
to Germany, France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, and Belgium during the approximate
period of April 2-9, 2009.

Please note that the Lithuanian Minister of Defense, Rasa Jukneviciene, has been

invited to travel with the delegation from Strasbourg to Vilnius on Saturday, April 4,
2009. - '

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

_ Sincerely,

Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

03884-09
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MAJIRITY MEMBERS:
GEORGE MILLER, CALIEORNIA, Craimnan
DALE E, IGLDEE. MICHIGAN, Vice Ohalrnan
JERSEY

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR

U.8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
7181 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-8100

April 8, 2009

VIA FACSIMILE - 703-695-1219

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary -

U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr., Secretary-

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Judy Biggert to travel on a Congressional Delegation
{CODEL) led by Congresswoman Susan Davis to Georgia, Afghanistan, and the Czech Republic on May 7-
12, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to observe and gain an on-the-ground perspective of President
Obama’s new strategy in Afghanistan. And while in country, the delegation will meet with a host of U.S.
and Afghanistan nationals, including several non-profit organizations that have been establishing and
improving schools and educational programs. :

1t is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1 108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up
to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the
U.S. Marines give support to this Delegation.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Jackie Abba at 202-225-3515. Thank you for your

assistance in this matter.

gl

GEORGE

GM:ejh

OSD 03953-02
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ROBERT E. ANDREWS
FIRST DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY

COMMITTEES:

PLEASE REPLY TO:

[ 2439 Raveurn House OFficE BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20615

EDUCATION AND LABOR (202} 2256501
B Congresg of the Tnited States  ° i
e G s o BHouge of Representatibes 5 e s
e Washington, BE 20515-3001 e s 3000
0vsnlswsm AND Il:::,s:fnms - 3 WEBSITE:
UNCONVENTIONAL THREATS AND CAPARLMIES March 13’ 20 09 www.house.gov/andrews

BUDGEY COMMITTEE

The Hon. Robert M. Gates

U.S. Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates
1400 Defense Pentagon,

Washington DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

As a friend of Taiwanese Americans in my New Jersey district, and a member of the
House Armed Services Committee, I write to you today about an issue of importance to
me and ask that you clarify the United States and our position vis-a-vis our high-level
military contacts with Taiwan.

Taiwan today is a bastion of democracy in Asia. Its vibrant democracy of 23 million
produces an annual GDP of over $320 billion, making it the world's 18th largest
economy. Taiwan is the 8th largest trading partner of the United States, and a strong ally,
sharing with the United States the ideals of freedom, democracy, and self-determination.

While Taiwan has made a remarkable peaceful transition to democracy over the past
decades, I have noticed a discrepancy with the international accolades Taiwan has
received (and receives) for these democratic and economic achievements - especially
from the United States.

One of the fields we can improve in is in our high-level military contacts with Taiwan. I
believe that we place unnecessary restrictions on our military-to-military ties with
Taiwan. Indeed, it strikes me as counterproductive that we cling to these self-imposed
restrictions on our exchanges with Taiwan of U.S. generals, admirals, and senior defense
officials to Taiwan.

In order to develop an appreciation for Taiwan's specific military needs and, in turn, to
spell those needs out to American policymakers, U.S. generals and flag officers have to
be able to visit Taiwan and see its military in action. Although visits by expert teams of
U.S. captains and colonels to Taiwan are helpful, these lower-ranking officers lack the
authority and the "joint" command experience of general officers necessary to have an
effective exchange with Taiwan's senior military leaders. And anyone familiar with the
ways of Washington knows that having a well-informed general or admiral make a case
for a new initiative is vital if it is to be given a respectful hearing by senior military and
civilian decision-makers.

Similarly, it is difficult for Taipei and Washington to discuss contingency responses to

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



possible Chinese aggression when U.S. generals and flag officers are not able to meet
regularly with their Taiwanese counterparts.

11ook forward to receiving from you a clarification on the status, guidelines, anc} rules
that regulate our interaction with Taiwan and our high-level military contacts with
Taiwan.

Sincerely,

Robert E. Andrews
Member of Congress .
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April 8, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:
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T am writing to request authorization for Representative Daniel Lungren, a member of the
House Judiciary Committes; to lead a delegation of Members to Guantamino Bay, Cuba.
Mr Lungren will be accompanied by Representative Tom Rooney, and Committee Counsels Sam
Sokol and Sean McLaughlin. The date of travel for this delegation is Friday, May 1, 2009,

It will be appreciated if the Department of Defense coutd furnish such assistance as may
be required, including transportation and escort, to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds
for payment of actual.and necéssary expense and such transporiation as may be required is
authorized by 31 U.S.C. § 1108.

If you have any questions concerning this travel, please contact Teresa Vest with-my
Committee staff at 202-225-3951. Your assistance with this request is appreciated.




ey Plelosi
Speaker of the Howe

April 2, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301 *

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Ms. Patrice Willoughby, Staff Director of the
Congressional Black Caucus, to accompany Codel Lee/Kilpatrick (authorized by the
House Appropriations Committee) to Cuba during the approximate period of April 3-8,
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and
commerce with Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultural,
academic, and health exchanges with the U.S.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely, ?
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 04003-09
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April 7, 2009

William J, Lynn III

Deputy Secretary of Defense

United States of America

1010 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1010
Dear Mr. William J. Lynn III,

I would like to request a meeting with®® "1 CIH, CSP,
and other key individuals to discuss the implementation of a program
for BreathScan alcohol detection and safety devices. I feel that the implementation and
progression of this program would make all of our military personnel safer. I would also
like to note how this program aligns with one of the key FY 2010 budget
recommendations, “institutionalizing and properly funding the critical and permanent
nature of the wounded”, that Secretary Gates will be making to President Obama. It is my
understanding that various Department of Defense entities have already expressed a
strong desire to obtain a significant number of the BreathScan Alcohol and Safety
devices. I would like to learn more about the demand for this program as well as obtain
recommendations on what can be done to expedite the progress and progression of this
program.

BreathScan devices have been used successfully in the past to help prevent drunk
driving and alcohol-related incidents, These devices have been successfully used by the
military for the past seven years and I strongly believe that they can be used as a means to
help soldiers control their alcohol intake and help prevent many of the problems
associated with alcohol abuse.

An article in the Journal of the American Medical Association, dated August 13,
2008, highlighted the problems of binge drinking and other types of alcohol abuse
experienced by returning combat veterans, especially in Reserve Component
units. Extensive documentation in the form of articles and press releases is available to
illustrate the success of the BreathScan program in preventing these problems from
occurring throughout the military. In fact, it is my understanding that the Army Substance
Abuse Program now views BreathScan as part of an extensive and holistic program that

D 0411
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they wish to deploy. It is also my understanding that Reserve Component units are also
extremely interested in this program.

Therefore, I would like to schedule a meeting with the relevant Department of
Defense personal that need to be involved to move this request forward. Please contact
my scheduler, Kristin Ianco at 856-546-5100 or Kristin.lanco@mail.house,gov for
scheduling information or contact my military legislative assistant, Nathaniel Bell 202-
225-6501, Nathaniel Bell@mail house.gov for substantive information or background
pertaining to this request. :

Respectfully,

LA

Robert E. Andrews
Member of Congress



o s ; ' _— : o k REPUBLICANS

CORRING BROWN, FLORIDA ’ : . £ g ' ' JEz:uizrsws're.mus\.|=|.mlm
mmukufcmun MAINE HENRY E. BROWN, JR., SOUTH CAROUNA
: s g JEFF MLLER, FLORDA
STEPHAMEE HERSETH SANDUN, SOUTH DAKOTA
e e o U.S. House of Repregentatives S ot
PABORAN L HALYORSON S ILLNoes” - L COMMITTEE ON VETERANS‘ AFFAIHS - gg‘;zm n.ombufo
I.".m%‘.'&um&b%%?g“‘ ) w, L BT <o e T L UY i . VERN BUEHANAN, FLORIDA
CROD AODAIGUEZ. TEXAS -~ ot T Y OME HUNDRED ELEVENTH couenesa o w  y  PAVGECETENNERGEE
JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA . . o ' AT T e & KINGSTONE. SMITH
m#eém LI . . s L 3350muo~ House DFncs Buau:we S - e L
THAOTHY J. WALZ, MINNESOTA © - W ',.‘ WAsulNGToN DCZ()515 R 5 . B ... AND CHIEF COUNSEL
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY * . : o e e e o ;
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA & : htthMatemns hourse. uw T WL e
GLENN C. NVE, VIRGINIA
MALCOM A. SHORTER 5 o E o _Aprll 2, 2009
STAFF DIRECTOR . . Lo A g

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S, Departient of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon'

’ Washmgton, DC’ 20301-1000

Dear Mr., Secretary:.

I authorize Congressman John J. Hall to travel on official government business to Iraq
and Afghanistan during the period of April 4,-1 1,2009.

Mr. Hall will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Congresswoman
Niki Tsongas, member of the House Committee on Armed Services. The primary
purpose of the Delegation’s visit is to gauge troop morale, listen to their concerns, and
formulate ideas and remedies to the problems they are facing once they leave military
service.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Iraq and Afghanistan. It would be apprccia:ted
if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, including
transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for payment of actual and
necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to title
31 U.8.C, Section 1108(g). -

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions,
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committegstaff at 202-226-3653.

BOB FILNER
Chairman

MS/jz
04 180-09
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CONGRESSIONAL
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President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500
President Obama,

Following the testimony of General Duncan J. McNabb, USAF, Commander of the United States Transportation
Command before the Senate Armed Services Committee on March 17, 2009, I urge you to carefully consider the
strategic use of Azerbaijan, and specifically the airfield at Baku, as a staging point for United States distribution,
cargo handling, and refueling services.

As the Co-Chairman of the Azerbaijan Caucus, my colleagues and I have spent a great deal of time building ties
with Azerbaijan, and I believe Azerbaijan offers a safe, secure and strategically valuable alternative to support
our movements into Afghanistan. Azerbaijan has been a coalition partner in our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan,
has supported our requests for assistance, and has been a strong partner in the war on terrorism.

From an ease of operations standpoint, Azerbaijan offers a large state-of-the-art handling facility in Baku with
significant available capacity and an air route across the Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan’s airspace directly into
Afghanistan. Utilizing this corridor avoids Iranian airspace all together and offers a very short flight time into
Afghanistan. '

Currently, T understand problems have emerged shipping cargo through Dubai and throughout other hubs in the
region. With an influx of cargo and personnel needed to support efforts in Afghanistan, I also understand that
Azerbaijan may offer better flight times, the Baku airfield may offer greater command and control, is less
congested allowing cargo to get into Theatre more quickly, offers competitive pricing, and has a domestic
commercial fleet of aircraft to supplement our efforts.

I urge you to work with the Department of Defense and the State Department to fully examine the benefits
operations in Azerbaijan would have as we increase our focus on Afghanistan.

Sincerely,
Rl Shusti
Bill Shuster
Member of Congress
cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton OSD 04292-09
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates lllllulmul“ulllﬂlllulu
General Duncan McNabb, USAF, United States Transportation Command ‘
204 CANNON House OFACE BULDING 310 PENN STREEY ' 647 PHILADELPHIA STREET 118 WesT MAIN STREET 100 LINCOLN WAY EAST
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3808 SUITE 200 SuITE 304 SUITE 302 SuTtE B
{202) 225-2431 HOWIDAYSBURG, PA 16648 InDIaNg, PA 15701 SomEerseT, PA 15501 CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17201
Fax: (202) 225-2486 |800) 854-3036 {724) 4630516 1814) 443-3918 (717) 264-8308
{814) §96-A318 Fax: (724} 463-0518B Fax: (814) 443-6373 Fax: {717) 2640269

Fax: {814) 896-6726
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Eongress of the Anited Staies
Washington, BE 20515

April 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary, Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

‘We write regarding the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report
addressing the listing and oversight of Superfund sites at DOD facilities, Superfund:
Greater EPA Enforcement and Reporting are Needed to Enhance Cleanup at DOD Sites
](JGAO-09-278), urging you to rapidly take all steps necessary to remediate contaminated

OD sites.

The GAO report reached several disturbing conclusions:

® While the number of DOD sites considered for placement into the Superfund
program has declined over the past decade, DOD sites still account for 9 percent
of all Superfund sites.

o Despite years of negotiations, DOD and EPA have not finalized Interagency
Agreements setting out the terms for clean-up of 11 of the 140 DOD Superfund
sites, despite the statutory requirement to do so, reportedly because DOD
disagreed with the terms contained in the Agreement documents and simply
refused to sign the documents. These sites include (1) Air Force Plant 44
(Tucson, AZ) (2) Andrews Air Force Base (MD) (3) Brandywine Defense
Reutilization and Marketing Office (MD) (4) Fort Meade (MD) (5) Hanscom
Field (Bedford, MA) (6) Langley Air Force Base (VA) (7) McGuire Air Force
Base (Trenton, NJ) (8) Naval Air Station Whiting Field (Milton, FL) (9) Naval
Computer Telecommunication Area Administrative Master Station (Wahiawa,
HI) (10) Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville, AL) and (11) Tyndall Air Force Base
(Panama City, FL).

¢ Despite the requirement for Interagency Agreements to be signed at all federal
Superfund sites, the Superfund statute (Section 120 of CERCLA) contains no
enforcement mechanism that could be used if a federal agency refuses to do so.
Although EPA may initiate administrative enforcement actions under other laws
(such as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Safe Drinking
Water Act) to compel DOD to clean up contaminated sites, EPA chose not to
pursue enforcement actions until 2007, more than 10 years after these sites were
first placed into the Superfund Program. Currently, there are EPA
Administrative orders in place at 4 sites: Fort Meade (MD), McGuire Air Force
Base (Trenton, NJ), Tyndall. Air Force Base (Panama City, FL), and Air Force
Plant 44 (Tucson, AZ).

We believe that the Department should immediately enter into the appropriate
Interagency Agreements and expedite the cleanup of these sites. We request that you
provide us with a detailed description of your plans to do so, including:

D §
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e Specific timeframes for when Interagency Agreements will be signed at each of
the DOD Superfund sites currently lacking them, and the status of any
negotiations regarding their text, including who is participating in these
negotiations.

e Milestones agreed to by EPA and DOD that are expected for inclusion in Site
Management Plans for the cleanup of each of these sites;

* Any outstanding issues that may impact these schedules and milestones.

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide
your response no later than close of business on Friday May 1, 2009, If you have any
- questions or concerns, please have your staff contact Michal Freedhoff (Rep. Markey,
52836), or Derrick Ramos (Rep. Green, 51688).

Elmasd N .'W\.ermy, | /%v Z/

O/
Rep. Edward J. Markey Rep. Gene Green
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The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary

U.S, Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Refmnceismadctomylmwyoudmdenhzo.zow,conpemingwhethutheAnnyviolated
the Anti-deficiency Act when funds were transferred from the Defense Working Capital Fund, Army
to Military Personnel, Amay. This investigation includes a review of all controls Army employs to

~ assure development of information needed to provide accurate and timely adjustments to payroll,
bonuses, special and incentive pays, permanent change of station, and other entitlements, This
inquiry would benefit from viewing similar controls and underlying systems used by the Navy and
Air Force for pay management.

It is requested that the Air Force and the Navy designate an appropriate peint of contact to arrange for
obtaining the data pertinent to this inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business
dag; of the receipt of this letter. If there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be contacted on
(202) 225-3881. .

Sincerely yours,

Daard M, Praernk

David M. Pomerantz

Director

Surveys and Investigations Staff
House Committee on Appropriations

1 - Secretary of the Air Force
1 - Secretary of the Navy OSD 04359-0
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The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defenge
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary: . ; .

This is in further reference to my letter of March 30, 2009 regarding Codel Hoyer.
Please note that H.E. Maria Carolina Barco Isakson, Ambassador to the United States
from Colombia, and Ms. Sylvia Constain Rengifo, Assistant to the Ambassador, are
invited to travel with the delegation Cartegena to Medillin, Colombia.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

NANCY PE 1
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lotraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

SD 04367-09
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary, Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Pursuant to 2 March 31 meeting with officials from the Department of Defense, | am writing to
formally request information regarding specific earmarks outlined in the conference report language of
the FY 2008 Defense Appropriations bill.- ' , o1

At the meeting with Defense Department officials, I was informed that all funding for projects
managed by the Department is awarded in a manner consistent with the federal regulations for
competitive bidding — including all projects earmarked by Members of Congress. As such, please
provide relevant information on the competitive bidding process for each of the projects listed on the
enclosed spreadsheet, including any relevant Justification and Approvals (J&As). Each of these projects
was a congressionally directed earmark in the FY 2008 Defense Appropriations bill (H.R. 3222; P.L.
110-116). The spreadsheet contains all of the relevant information that might be of assistance in
locating the J&As.

A timeframe of when I can expect to see this information would be appreciated. In addition, to
expedite the delivery, I would appreciate receiving information as it becomes available. Should you
have any questions regarding this request, please contact my Legislative Director, Mr. Chandler Morse,
or my Legislative Assistant for defense matters, Ms. Colleen Gilbert, at (202) 225-2635.

Sincegely,
jéFF FLAKE

: : Member of Congress
CC:  The Honorable Blaine F. ;‘\amn B
. Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Budget and Appropriations Affairs
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Congress of the TUnited States
TWashington, DL 20515

April 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As you kndéw, the-United States is currently facing a number of dauntirig national security
challenges. With our ongoing involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as our efforts
to combat terrorism, the need to recruit and retain qualified men and women for military
service is greater than ever. We are writing to request that the Defense Advisory
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) be restored as a meaningful
advisory body with authority to independently advise the Secretary of Defense on issues
concerning military women. Doing so would be a highly effective way to quickly
identify and address the obstacles to women choosing long-term careers in the armed
forces, and would ensure that the U.S. military is well prcpared for today’s wartime
realities. :

DACOWITS was established in 1951 as a civilian boérd of individuals appointed by thc
Secretary of Defense for the purpose of providing advice and recommendations on
matters affecting women in the armed services. For half a century, the Committee served
as a vital link between the Department of Defense and the civilian community and gained
a reputation for conducting valuable and highly respected analysis on mtegrau.ng women
mto the rmhtary makmg ﬁle armed services more effective overall. .

Many in the security commumty were surpnsed and dismayed when the Bush
administration failed to renew the Committee’s charter shortly after taking office. In its
place, then Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld introduced a new mandate for
DACOWITS which cut members, staff, and funding, revoked the Committee’s
autonomy, and diluted attention to women’s issues. In addition, former Secretary
Rumsfeld imposed restrictions which made the Committee’s military installation visits
less frequent and less effective, and reduced its diversity and transparency in terms of
membexship selection and pohcles The broader effect of these actions has been to.
sideline serious study of women in the military, and depriving our armed forces of an
untold number of skllled and capable leaders. - :

Former Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readlness Dr. Dav1d Chu publlcly
stated his belief that DACOWITS’ work to increase the proportion of women in the
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military had “probably reached its natural limits.” This statement does not mesh with
the abundance of studies and reports indicating that many women in the armed forces feel
they are coming up against a “brass ceiling” as they struggle to rise through the ranks and
demonstrate their leadership. Under its original charter, DACOWITS worked to address
women’s specific needs as they entered the armed forces in increasing numbers. Some of
the progressive changes made as a result of DACOWITS’ work include coed bootcamps,
the gender “norming” of fitness standards, programs to address sexual harassment, and
family friendly work policies. These institutional changes benefit both men and women,
and help the U.S. military maintain its reputation as the best in the world. Wheever is
appointed as the next Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness should
have an in depth understanding of the need to consider the differing needs of servicemen
and women, and should appreciate the demonstrated benefits of reducing gender based
discrimination in the armed forces.

We believé that BACOWITS must be re~established under the Federak Advisory
Committee Act with the mission to advise the Secretary of Defense on a broad range of
matters relating to women in the military. Additionally, it must be restored to its former
status through an increase in its membership to at least 25, to be chosen from diverse
backgrounds, and this Committee should be supported with an adequate budget to carry
out the analysis and data collection which has proven so valuable in the past. We are
confident in your dedication to creating an enabling and supportive environment, so that
our servicemen and women can reach their full potential and contribute the best of their
skills and abilities to the protection of our country. The revitalization of DACOWITS
would greatly facilitate this goal. Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,
é‘%‘)& —
OLYN B. MALONEY ERIC MASSA
Member of Congress Member of (.Z'ongress

! Stone, Andrea. “Women Warriors Play an Essential Role in Military.” USA TODAY. 11 January 2002.
http.//www.usatoday.com/news/sep1 1/2002/01/10/warriors.htm. (Accessed 31 March 2009).
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Congress of the United States

BHousge of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 RayBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

Masormy (202) 225-5051
Facswme (202) 225-4784
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i www.oversight.house.gov
April 15, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

DARRELL E. ISBA, CALIFORNIA,
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

DAN BURTORN, INDIANA

JOHN M. MCHUGH, NEW YORK

JOHN L MICA, FLORIDA

MARK E. SOUDER, INDIANA

TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, PENNBYLVANIA
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JA., TENNESSEE
MICHAEL R. TURNER, OHIO

LYNN A. WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA
PATRICK T. MCHENRY, NORTH CAROLINA
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CAUFORNIA

JEFF FORTENBERRY, NEBRASKA
JASON CHAFFETZ, UTAH
AARON SCHOCK, LLINOIS

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and its Subcommittee on
National Security and Foreign Affairs hereby request your testimony at a joint hearing
entitled, “Afghanistan and Pakistan: Oversight of a New Interagency Strategy.” The
hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at 10:00 AM in room 2154 of the
Rayburn House Office Building.

Please contact Andy Wright or Steve Gale at (202) 225-2548 if you have any

/.,‘ ,

questions,

cc:  Darrell Issa
Ranking Member
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform

Jeff Flake

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs

i

Sincerely,
Edolphus Towns John F. Tierney
Chairman Chairman
Committee on Oversight Subcommittee on National Security
and Government Reform and Foreign Affairs

SD 04351
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April 3, 2009

Mr. Robert L. Wilkie

Assistant Secretary of Dense for Legislative Affairs
1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Wilkie:

Knowing of your interest in veterans issues, | wanted to take this opportunity to update you on a
letter recently sent to President Obama regarding the status of disabled veterans health care.

As you may know, President Obama recently stated he desired to institute a policy to save the
federal govemment revenue by shifting some of the health care burden from the federal government
to private insurance companies related to the care of service-connected and disabled veterans. If
this policy were to be instituted, it would have a disastrous set of consequences related to health
care for disabled veterans. Not only would this plan absolve the federal government of its
responsibility to these veterans by potentially requiring veterans to pay for their own care, this plan
would also harm the quality of that care. X

In response to this plan, a number of my Republlcan colleagues and | sent a letter uvgmg President
Obama to remove the proposal from the Fiscal Year 2010 budget and continue to provide service-
connected and disabled veterans the care they deserve. Instead of looking for ways to save money
by burdening our veterans, | believe that the President should ensure the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs has the resources it needs to fulfill its mandate to treat service-connected injuries
and disabilities. | believe the needs of these servicemembers should take national priority over
partisanship and cost reduction initiatives.

As a result of the outcry against this proposal, | am happy to let you know that President Obama has
stated that he will no longer seek approval of this plan. This decision ensures that service-connected
and disabled veterans will continue to receive the health care they need and deserve. Furlhermore,
please rest assured that | will continue to urge Congressional leadership to provide mcreased
funding for health care services to treat service-connected injuries and disabilities.

| appreciate your interest in veterans issues and will continue to do what | can to not only prgtect
existing benefits and programs, but also seek ways to improve them. If you have any questions or
concems, please do not hesitate to contact me.

With kind regards, | am

Sincerely,

Jim Gerlach
Member of Congress .
JG: DM DISTRICT OFFICES: —— - -
BERKS County OSD 04535-09
840 NoATH PARK Roan m EAST Uwcuuw AVENUE i SBD MAIN STREET, Sune 4
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Fax: (610) 376-7633

Fax: (610} 694-1419 ax: {610) 409-7988
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—— TWashington, BE 20515-4331
April 21, 2009

URBAN DeVELOPMENT
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense
Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

The people of Central Texas proudly support the Active Duty (AD) and Active Duty Family
Members (ADFM) assigned to Fort Hood, Texas. Metroplex Adventist Hospital is located
within 1 mile of an entrance to Ft Hood and works very closely with Darnall Army Medical
Center in the coordination and support of health care service delivery to our soldiers and their
families. Metroplex has become one of the nation’s largest community providers to TRICARE
beneficiaries and is essential for military readiness and support.

Metroplex is in a unique position relative to its ongoing provision of health care services to the
AD and ADFM of Ft. Hood in the following ways:

Ft. Hood has approximately 50,000 soldiers assigned to the post;

Metroplex derives 72% of its patient service revenue from government programs with
29% being from TRICARE specifically;

TRICARE outpatient volume at Metroplex accounts for more than 37% of its total
outpatient revenue; and,

In 2008, TRICARE outpatient visits at Metroplex totaled 39,400, of which 10,300 were
emergency room visits.

Most hospitals affected by the reimbursement cuts imposed by TRICARE’s Outpatient
Prospective Payment System (OPPS) will be able to recover lost revenue from other payment
sources; however, Metroplex will not due to its extraordinary dependence on government
payment sources for revenue,

Metroplex is working diligently with the TRICARE Regional Office-South and officials from
Humana Military in seeking an exception to the planned reimbursement cuts that will result from
OPPS implementation. They have requested this exception in order to remain a vital part of thc

community network of health care service providers. 60-

lmmmﬂmlwwmﬁm ji




For the reasons stated above, I urge you to exempt Metroplex from the OPPS rule, and look
forward to your response.

Siagerely,
John Carter
Member of Congress
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@ongress of the Hnited States
' Washington, B 20515

April 24, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to respectfully request your assistance in reinstating the National Guard
Joint Counterdrug Task Force’s Port and Highway Interdiction mission, This tasking
was texminated nearly 8 years ago and removed from the responsibilities of the National
"Guard Counterdrug Task Force. We are confident this mission set is both immensely
important to the national security of our country and provides outstanding training for our
soldiers and airmen.

As you know, the Drug Trafficking Organizations (DTO) along the US-Mexico horder
have become an increased threat to our country. These criminal and terrorist
organizations control the avenues of approach to the U.S. and utilize these avenues to
smuggle humans and illegal narcotics. These same organizations then use the lack of
oversight on southbound cargo to fransport money and weapons to the cartels- thus
fueling the violence and destruction,

During the period of National Guard support to Port and Highway Interdiction, Texas
guardsmen were credited with well over $1 billion dollars in drug seizures per year.
Texas also laid claim to well over $27 million in cash seizures in one year alone, These
statistics prove the viability and importance of having Guard men and women working
the secondary search areas along the border- freeing uniformed officers to be out in front
of the public.

The threat to Texas and the United States by drug trafficking organizations is clear. A
holistic approach must be taken to quell the violence, death and destruction caused by
these narco-terrorist organizations. Port and Highway interdiction is a critical aspect of
this approach and must be reinstated immediately,

Sincerely,

" Sw\&)m-\

 John Carter (TX-31) Rep. Sam Johnson (TX-03)

SD 046
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE 1SLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CAUFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.. ILLNCIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BSHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERAY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH* RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the NAnited States

Rovse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, PC 20515-6015

April 3, 2009

Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODO TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBEAT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
10 ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLUNOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW., FLORIDA
DENNIS R REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORMIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, QHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225-2771

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization
for members and staff to travel on a CODEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples,

Rome, and Venice, Italy and Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of
April 14 - 20, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Kevin Jones, staff
member of the Committee on Appropriations to travel on this CODEL.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Dav1d R. Obey l
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHaIRMAN
JOHN P, MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINLA
MARCY KAPTUR, GHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANG, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS ;
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, AHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK.

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. "DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

UINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADQ

Congress of the Anited States

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations

AWashington, P 20515-6015
April 7, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORMIA

€. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY
TODOD TIAHAT, KANSAS

2ACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSQURI
KAY GHANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIAK, ILLINGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN /. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, QHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202} 225-27711

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization for
members and staff of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Italy and Ireland on April 14-

20, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel and per diem expenses incurred

by post personnel traveling outside of their duty station in support of CODEL travel.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

vl

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 04685-09
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Congress of the Pnited States
ashington, BE 20515

April 9, 2009

President Barack Obama .

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Funding for the Purchase of F-22s in the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget

Dear President Obama:

We are gravely concerned regarding recently announced plans to cap production of the F-
22A Raptor at 187 aircraft. Simply put, this number is insufficient to meet potential threats to
America and to guarantee our nation’s air superiority decades into the future. Over 30 air
campaign studies completed over the last 15 years have validated a requirement for far more than
187 F-22 Raptors to replace the original force of 800 F-15 A-D Eagles. The decision announced
by Secretary Gates not only ignores these facts, but also the validated requirement of our very
own Air Force.

N ~-Secretary Gates indicated his commitment to the F-35, Joint Stnl;e Fighter as America’s

. 5 generatlon fighter jet. While the JSF is a very capable pla,tform, L8 des1gncd for multi-role

stnke missions and not optimized for the air dommance J;msswns of the F-”? Moreover it is
severaI years away from full-scale production. " :

.~ As discussed in the January 21 letter to you signed by~ 194 House Members, the F-22
program annually provides over $12 billion of economic activity to the national economy. As
we face one of the most trying economic times in recent history it is imperative to preserve
existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our nation’s defense. Over 25,009
Americans work for the 1,000+ suppliers in 44 states that manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it
is estimated that another 70,000 additional Americans indirectly owe their jobs to this program.

Mr. President, in light of these concerns and in consideration of the importance of the F-
22 program to both American national and economic security, we strongly urge you to
reconsider this decision and to certify that continued productmn of this vital asset is indeed in the
national interest of the United States.

Phil Gingrey
Member of Congress

LTI
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

As a supporter of the Obama Administration’s Iraq withdrawal plan, I would ask that, as
practicable, the Department of Defense withdraw National Guard troops prior to any other
military personnel.

The National Guard has a well established history of keeping our homeland safe. Their
deployment in Iraq places states in difficult situations. States are more likely to be impaired
when responding to an emergency because of the small number of personnel available and the
absence of essential equipment. The personal and financial strain placed on the National Guard
and their families are particularly difficult due to the fact that the majority of National Guard
men and women work full-time jobs in addition to their military service.

In my home state of New Jersey, pending before the State Senate is a resolution declaring
that the Congressional Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF) of October 16, 2002,
has expired, and urging the President to return all New Jersey National Guard troops. New Jersey
is not alone in this sentiment. States such as Oregon, New Mexico, Maryland, Vermont, and
many others have sumlar measures pending in their state leglslatures

Our soldiers deserve the most thoughtful and sound plan to return home. I respectﬁllly
request that, as soon as practicable, the Department of Defense prioritize the withdrawal of
National Guard troOps from Iraq before other military personnel. I look forward to your kind and

prompt reply.
‘Sincerely, '
Steven R. Rothman
Member of Congress-
SRR:ag

OSD 04713-09
i




IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN
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MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO
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BOBBY BRIGHT, ALABAMA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

U.S. Houge of Repregentatibes
TWashington, BE 205156035

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

April 17, 2009

Mr. Christian P. Marrone

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affalrs (Acting)
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300

Dear Mr, Marrone:

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. “BUCK" McKEDN, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALTER 8. JONES, NORTH CAROUNA
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A, LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA

MIKE ADGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

BLLL SHUSTER, PENNSYLVANIA
CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
K MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS

DOLKG LAMBORN, COLORADD

ROB WITTMAN, VIRGINIA

MARY FALLIN, OKLAHOMA

DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA

COLORADO
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF INRECTOR

I am writing to request that Mr, Steven R. Miller, Director of Operations Analysis
Procurement Planning Division for the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Cost Analysis
Improvement Group, and Mr. Joshua T. Hartman, Director of the Space and Intelligence
Capabilities Office and Senior Advisor to the Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics, testify before the House Armed Services Subcommittee on Strategic
Forces on space system acquisitions and the industrial base on Thursday, April 30, 2009 at 1:00
PM in room 2212 Rayburn House Office Building.

Over the past decade, most national security space acquisition programs have
experienced significant cost growth and schedule delays. The subcommittee requests your
testjmqny on the causes of these problems, and on the capacity of the space industrial base to
deliver satellites in a timely and cost-effective manner. Specifically, the subcommittee would
ask that you address the following questions: What are the root causes of cost growth and
schedule delays in the acquisition of national security space systems? Are plans for national
security space acquisitions properly balanced with the industry’s capacity to deliver? What
recommendations should the Congress or the executive branch consider for addressing these

problems?

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it
is requested that 35 copies of their prepared statements be delivered to Mr. Zach Steacy in room
22 lq Rayburn House Office Building by the moming of Tuesday, April 28, 2009. In addition,
consistent with the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically
available to the general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided
to the committee in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to

zachary.steacy@mail.house.gov or disk.
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Mr, Christian P, Marrone
April 17, 2009
Page Two

I appreciate your assistance and look forward to Mr. Miller and Mr. Hartman’s testimony.
g;lguzkligyou have any questions, please contact Mr. Bob DeGrasse on the committee staff at (202)
-2191.

Sincerely,
ELLEN O. TAUSCHER
Chairman

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces

EOT:bd




EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA
CHAIRMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the Hnited States

House of Repregentatives
~ COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM

‘2157 Raveurn House Orrice BuiLoing
WasningTon, DC 205156143

Msjority (202) 225-5051
Minority (202) 225-5074

April 21, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight
committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. Under Rules X and XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee is investigating government-wide vulnerabilities
related to information security, particularly in the area of cyber security.

Today, The Wall Street Journal reported that computer spies may have infiltrated the
Department of Defense’s Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) Program, wh:ch is reportedly the most
expensive weapons program ever managed by the Depamnent Citing both current and former
government officials as a source, the article reports that cyber attackers were able to copy data
related to the design and electronics system of the F-35 L:ghtmng II by infiltrating the computer
systems of contractors involved with the JSF Program Further, the article reports that these
attacks may have originated from a foreign source.

If true, these allegations are serious and potentially far-reaching. Given the potential
national security implications of this matter, we hereby request that the Department provide
Committee staff with a briefing regarding the events alleged in the above article. After receiving
this briefing, the Committee may request additional briefings and/or information from the
Department.

! “Computer Spies Breach Fighter-Jet Project,” The Wall Street Journal (April 21, 2008), p. Al.
?See id.
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Page 2

To arrange the briefing, please have your staff contact Christopher Knauer or Kevin
Barstow with the Majority staff at (202) 225-5051 and Christopher Bright with the Minority staff
at (202) 225-5074. In the meantime, if you have any questions related to this request, please do
not hesitate to contact us directly or have your staff contact Committee staff. The allegations

raised in this article are serious and we appreciate your understanding of the urgency of this
request. '

Sincerely,

T2t

Darrell Issa
Ranking Member
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President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
The White House

Washington, D.C, 20500
Dear Mr. President,

I have told people that [ think it is reasonable to wait on the question of repealing the anti-gay
military policy until you have put the Iraq policy in place and some dust has settled with the
military, Specifically, I've argued that we should be doing hate crimes and a nondiscrimination
bill this year, and deal with the military policies for next year. But the recent statement by
Secretary Gates suggesting that it isn’t clear that we’re ever going to do this is not only very
disappointing to me personally, but a source of significant unhappiness among people who
supported you very strongly. I realize that this was Secretary Gates’ musing and not your
position, but given the fact that he is the Secretary of Defense and said it, I think it is important,
and I have told this to both Rahm and Greg, that you make it clear that this is not your
administration’s policy and that you do intend to get to it in this Congress.

a3

BARNEY F
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April 22, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr Secretary:

I am writing to inform you of my intention to lead a delegation to Jordan, Qatar,
Iraq, and the United Kingdom during the approximate time period of May 6-12, 2009.
The purpose of this trip is to meet with government officials in each country to discuss
issues of mutual concern. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at
no cost to the government. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later
date.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108 (g). , :

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

NANCY %OSI
Speaker of the House
cc:.  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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FRANK R. WOLF

10TH DISTRICT. VIRGINIA

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
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. CO-CHAIR—TCM LANTOS
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Cong.Frank Wolf

Congresgs ut the wmteh States

Bouse of Repregentatibes
April 24, 2009

0002/0005

241 Cannion Houst Oreicet Bumoma
WasrngToN, BC 20515-4610
{202} 225-5136

13873 Park CENTER ROAD
Surms 130
HEROON, VA 20171

(703} 708-5800
{800) 845-9658 (I STATE)

110 NORTH CAMERON STREET
WincresTer, VA 22601

{540) 867-0990
{800} 8503463 (IN STATE}

wolf.house.gov

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

US Department of Defense

The Pentagon Room 3E 880
Washington 01

Dear S

I write to strongly recommend that you read Andrew Krepinevich’s book, 7 Deadly
enarios: A Futurist Explores War in the 21 Century, which was published by
Bantam earlier thxs year, at your earliest convenience.

Drawing on his extensive research as a consultant to several secretaries of defense, the
CIA, the Homeland Security Council, and the Joint Forces Command, Mr. Krepinevich offers a
grave assessment of seven critical global trends and their potential to develop into security crises
for the United States. He paints a stark picture of the enormous security challenges we will
experience should Pakistan collapse, dirty bombs be detonated inside the U.S., or the world
experience a global pandemic, to name a few.

7 Deadly Scenarios has received acclaim from Sens. Jack Reed and Joe Lieberman as
well as national security journalists, such as Tom Ricks. I have enclosed a summary of the book,
key reviews, and his full biography for your reference.

Best wishes.

FRW:1c

OSD 04871
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April 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to inform you of my intention to lead a delegation to China during
the approximate time period of May 22-31, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to meet with
government officials in each country to discuss issues of mutual concern. For protocol
purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. A list of
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

' : ‘ . -Sincerely,
NANCY PELOS!
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 0488209
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DAVID LOEBSALK, IDWA THOKIAS J. ROCNEY, FLORIDA
JOE SESTAR, PENNSYLYANIA

ELAE GIFFORDS, ARZONA .
:‘m“ﬁwm BRIN C. CONATON, BTAFF DIRECTOR
CHELLIE MNGRES. MAINE

The Honorable Raobert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
Washington DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

In your April 6, 2009 press conference on fiscal year 2010 major budget issues you
announced a series of key defense program equipment decisions that you had recommended to
the President.

In support of your view that the American people deserve “to learn of these
recommendations fully and in context,” we would very much appreciate being provided, by the
time the fiscal year 2010 budget is submitted to Congress, the background materials that led to
your decisions.

We ask that the materials provided by the services to your office in supporting their
recommendations be provided, as well as the analysis completed, the options considered, the
supporting rationale for your final decision, and the detailed recommendation you made to the
President for the F-22, Combat Search and Rescue-X, F-35, Joint Cargo Aircraft, Future Combat
Systems, KC-X, and the Next Generation Bomber. The requested detailed information for each
program of interest is provided in attachments.

Sincerely,

Roscoe Bartlett

Neil Abercrombie
Chairman, Ranking Member,
Air and Land Forces Air and Land Forces
Subcommittee Subcommittee
NA/RB: bg
Enc,
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KC-X

Written recommendations made and supporting materials provided by the Department of the Air
Force for the FY 2010 budget and Future Years Defense Program for the guantity and budget for
the KC-X program.

The analysis completed by your office; the options considered; the supporting rationale for your
final decision; and the detailed recommendation made to the President.

Subsequent to your April 6 press conference, you were quoted by two news organizations as
saying that the program costs of two KC-X variants would be an additional $7-14 billion. Please
provide the analysis and data that supports how $14 billion was determined to be the upper limit
of the estimate.

Conceming cost and schedule, how did you arrive at your decision to conduct a competition that
would result in the down select to only one winner?

Attachnicnt 6




Next Generation Bomber (NGB)

Written recommendations made and supporting materials provided by the Air Force for the FY
2010 budget and Future Years Defense Program for the quantity and budget for the NGB
program.

The analysis completed by your office; the options considered; the supporting rationaie for your
final decision; and the detailed recommendation made to the President.

Given the current phase of the NGB acquisition program, please provide your specific concerns,
issues and aspects of the acquisition program that support your statement “we wil[ not pursue a
development program...until we have a better understanding of the need, the requirement, and
the technology.”

Please provide the amount and status of any previous or current fiscal year funds
authorized/appropriated, obligated and expended for the NGB program.

Please provide the status of any NGB acquisition program contracts awarded and the estimated
termination liability costs associated with each.

Please provide a detailed description of the public and/or private sector wor!cforce ifnpgcts and
risks involved with preservation of industrial base capabilities associated with termination of the
NGB program.

Attachment 7
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R.3. fonse of Representatioes
Washington, PE 20515-0552
May 1, 2009

- Honorable Roberts M. Gates
The Pentagon
Washington, D.C.

Dear Secretary Gates:

T am writing this letter to respectfully request that you restrict any military personnel
from leaving the Unitcd States and crossing into Mexico. I urge that you take immediate action
of this important matter.

As you know, the recent spread of the “Swine Flu™ has caused many to fall gravely ill in
the United States. This morning, officials at Marine Base Camp Pendleton confirmed that two -
Marines have “Swine Flu” and are currently hospitalized and recovering in quarantine. In
addition, a third Marine at Air Ground Combat Center at Twentynine Palms has been infected.
He is curently in isolation along with 30 of his fellow Marines that he came in contact with.

While there have been limited deaths in the U.S. related to this illness, it is imperative
that we are proactive in preventing our men and women in uniform from contracting this deadly
virus. In order to maintain combat effectivcness and prevent the spread of this sickness (o othes
members of our military and their families, we must temporarily prohibit the travel of U.S.
military personnel into Mexico which is highly infected with (he “Swine Flu” Furthermore, the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued an Apri] 27 notice recommending
that American citizens avoid all nonsssential travel to Mexico at this time. It would be reckless
and irresponsible if we did not heed this warning and continued to allow our service personnel to
crass into Mexico.

can Hunter
Member of Congress

OSD 04915-09
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IKE SKELTON, MISSOURY, CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI

NEIL ABERCROMBIE, HAWAH
SWVESTRE REVES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
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RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL. GEORGIA
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GUAM
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DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA
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GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA

NIKI TSONGAS, MASSACHUSETTS
GLENN NYE, VIRGINIA

CHELLIE PINGREE, MAINE

LARRY KISSELL, NORTH CAROLINA
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO
FRANK M. KRATOVIL, JR., MARYLAND
ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK

80BBY BRIGHT, ALABAMA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

U.S. House of Representatibes
Washington, BL 20515—6035

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

April 30, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn ITI
Deputy Secretary of Defense
1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Secretary Lynn:

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARVLAND
HOWARD P. YBUCK" McKEON, CALIFOANIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA

W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WILSON, SGUTH CAROUNA

FRANK A. LaBIONDO, NEW JERSEY

ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

BILL SHUSTER, PENNSYLVANIA

CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICHAEL COMNAWAY, TEXAS

JOHN C. FLEMING, LOUSIANA
MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

.You are invited to testify before the House Armed Services Committec on The
Department of Defense at High Risk: The Chief Management Officer’s Recommendations for
Acquisition Reform and Related High Risk Areas on Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at 10:00 AM in
room 2118 Rayburn House Office Building.

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn
House Office Building by Monday, May 4, 2009. In addition, consistent with the House rules
requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the general public,
Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic

form: This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to Caterina Dutto at

caterina.dutto@mail house.gov.

L appreciate your willingness to appear before the committee and look forward to your
testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff

at (202) 225-6703 or at andrew.hunter@mail.house.gov.

IS:cd

Very guly ygqurs,
‘
IKE SKEL;ZQON '

Chairman

OSD 04947-0
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April 30, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary &

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Ed Pastor, Chairman of the House
delegation to the US-Mexico Interparliamentary Group, to lead a delegation of Members
and staff to Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. The
purpose of the trip is to attend the annual meeting of the US-Mexico Interparliamentary
Group. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the
government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later date.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Millér, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 05
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April 30, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of February 23, 2009, regarding Codel
Hoyer.

Please note the new dates of May 26-29, 2009, and that the delegation will only
be traveling to Denmark.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is nec including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine -
escort (©© End military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). _

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI »
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives ’
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April 30, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301 .

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Rush Holt, a Member of the House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Macedonia,
Kosovo, and Bosnia and Herzegovina on official business during the approximate time
period of May 25 — June 2, 2009. The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings
with members of the Kosovo Assembly and of the Assembly of the Republic of
Macedonia in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. In Bosnia, the delegation
will meet with members of the national parliament, the national executive , and entity
leaders regarding the status of Bosnia’s governance. A list of authorized Members and
staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the
government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

| OSD -09
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Washington, BE 205150606
April 15, 2009

President Barack Obama

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC

President Obama,

As you are well aware, piracy has become a serious threat to both American and international
shipping. The majority of these pirate attacks have taken place along the coastline of Somalia —
a coastline the same length as the United States eastern seaboard — and in the Gulf of Aden north
of Somalia.

The recent kidnapping of Captain Richard Phillips following a raid on his commercial ship, the
Maersk Alabama, by Somali pirates proves more aggressive action is needed to combat piracy.
The incident involving the Maersk Alabama was a spectacular show of courage, good luck, the
extraordinary military skill of U.S. Special Forces and the smart decision-making by the Captain
of the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank Castellano. Unfortunately, in the future, the pirates
may be unwilling to take a ship’s Captain hostage to protect the safety of the crew or the crew of
a merchant vessel may be unable to fight back. They were very lucky that the U.S. Navy arrived
before the pirates were able to make it back to land which would have made it extremely difficult
to track them down. :

The piracy problem is not a law enforcement challenge because the pirates have unrestricted
access to Somali port facilities and land bases that are sanctioned by the governing institutions of !
Somalia irrespective of how dysfunctional they are. This is a military problem and these attacks
on U.S. merchant ships constitute an act of war on the United States.

A new course of action should be reviewed. Sending U.S. Warships to patrol these waters isn’t
enough to protect U.S. flagged merchant ships. This is an area that is 1.1 million square miles
and the U.S. Navy, or any navy, has their hands full trying to protect this vital shipping lane.

The placement of small detachments of U.S. Marines or sailors aboard U.S. flagged merchant
ships would help bring an end to the piracy problem off of the coast of Somalia for U.S.
commercial shipping. This would be a much more cost effective way of ending any advantage
that the pirates have. New rules of engagement should give U.S. military personnel, assigned to
U.S. merchant ships, the authority to engage any small boat if it demonstrates hostile intent when
approaching a U.S. merchant ship.

| OSD 0%026-09
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There is a precedent for using U.S. military personnel on U.S. flagged merchant vessels. During
WWI1, U.S. military personnel were deployed on U.S. flagged ships to provide protection.
These detachments were called “The Naval Armed Guard,” and were established after the 1941
repeal of the “Neutrality Act of 1936,” which had outlawed the arming o U.S. merchant vessels.

It isn’t necessary to talk about military operations against the pirates along the Somali coastline

when we have the option to put small military detachments on board U.S. commercial ships.

These raids would not only put members of our military unnecessarily at risk but there would

always be the potential for collateral damage causing harm to the innocent hostages and civilians
.in the target areas.

M. President, how many sailors and Marines are available for such actions and are you willing
to temporarily station military detachment on U.S. flagged merchant ships?

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response.
Sincerely,

ik Ol

Mike Coffman, M.C,

CC: The Honorable Robert Gates




Congress of the Tnited Htates
Washington, JBE 20515

May §, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

Your internal budget process consists of serious deliberation on threat analysis, risk
assessment and cost benefit tradeofts in regard to budgetary decisions. This information is
critical for Members of Congress and the public'to know, and for this reason I am concerned
abtgzt a disturbing trend of restricting budget and inspection information within the Department
of Defense.

I understand that you recently asked senior officials in the Department to sign a Non-
disclosure Agreement as it relates to the President’s FY10 Butdget propesal. While I fully
understand that some of these discussions must be kept confidential, [ am conceined that 1) this
agreement is not strictly limited fo predecisional discussions, and 2) that Conigress miay be -
excluded from oversight and engagement due to the restrictions put in place by this agre¢ément.

Specifically, the Agreement states that, budget»re}awd information restricted ineludes i
“[information,] predecisional or otherwise, concerning the Administration’s deliberation of the :
nature and amounts of the President’s budget for Fiscal Year 2010, and any supplemental budget

request submitted during the current fiscal year,” Can 1 expect a candid answer from a seniot

military official when I ask them about the process used-to establish priorities, either now, or

after the President’s detailed Budget is released to the public? Members of Congress deserve

candid answers from senior military officers that are not suppressed or censored--either directly,

or implicitly via a culture of regulations that muzzles their independent professional judgment.

We are well aware that only the President and his staff see the full revenues and resource
requirements of the United States Government, and members of his Administration are expected
to implement kis guidance. However, the Constitution charges.Cengress, not the Executive, with
the mandate to raise and support armies and navies, and it grants authority to Congress to fund
the budget for our defense and the other constitutional mpﬂmhlhtles T am concerned that
these restrictions on the deliberation of these tradeoffs are reflected in the President’s Budget this
gtar and future years severely and unnecessarily limits the Congress in these constitutional

uties.

The Congress, and the Nation as a whiole, can ill-afford gur Nation’s senior mihtary
leadership 1o be forced to equivocate or be pedantic in so far as their professional opinion is
concerned, particularly as it relates to risk caloulation and thieat analysis associated with.the
priorities of the Department of Defense and the allocation of taxpayer dollars,

e el OSD 05129-09
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Furthermore, T am conicerned to. learn that previously unclassified INSURV inspections .
will now be classified. It is sometimes only through the media and public awareness, as was this
case with the inspections of the USS Stout and USS Chosin, that.we leam of the urgent need to
address some of the shortfalls the military has, including the $417 million shortfall in ship depot
maintenance.for this year alone. If thess reports are classified, we are unable to communicate
these needsto the public.

Lastly, senior Army-officials sbruptly withdrew from a recent hearing before the House
Armed Servites Alr and Land Forées Subcomimittée s Future Combat System. Thishearing
was to focys ot the status of the FCS program in light of a recent GAO report that ade
recommendations on.this system. These actions continue to-contribute to the perception that:the
Department in not interested in engaging with Congress to determine:the best possible solution.
The classification of inspectians and excluding Congress from budgétary discussion serve as an
impediment for Conigress to fulfill its constitutiona] responsibility to provide the necessary
‘resources to support our national security strategy and the rest of the federal govermment.

More than ever, our budget needs a close look. In fact, President Obama indicated in one
of his first Executive Orders concetning the Freedom of Information Act, that “A demociacy
requires accountability, and accountability requires transparency. As Justice Louis Brandeis
wrote, “sunlight is said to be the best of disinfectants.’” We-uderstand that most budget
documents are not subject to FOIA mder 5 USC 552(b)(5), and it may be timely to reconsider
this exemption. :

There is no more serious responsibility that President Obama, you, ot we have than to
ensure the security of this great Nation. We remain strong supporters of your efforts and of the
candor with which you have testified before Congress. We look forward to working with you fo
ensute our Nation has the defense it needs. Thanks you for your assistance,

Sincerely,







eaker of
S April 23%'5 09

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will anthorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chairman of the House
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation of Members and
staff to Norway, Sweden, and Finland during the approximate period of May 22-31,
2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend the NATO PA’s Spring Session and to
meet with government officials in each country in conjunction with the mission of the
Assembly. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the
government. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure

of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, has
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre.

" Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

NANCY PEOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

i




April 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Richard E. Neal, Chairman of the US—
Ireland Interparliamentary Group, to lead a delegation of Members and staff to Ireland,
Northern Ireland, and the United Kingdom during the approximate period of June 26 —
July 5, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to express the United States’ strong support for
the new power-sharing government in Belfast and to meet with government officials in
both countries to discuss issues of mutual concem. For protocol purposes only, spouses
may travel at no cost to the government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a
later date. '

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). :

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
Mame Vot
NANCY PELQOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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IKE SKELTON, MISSCURI, CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMWON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI

NEIL ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNLA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA
ELLEN O. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
AOBERT A BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
AOBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND
RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

BM COOPER, TENNESSEE

SIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA
MADELEINE 2. BORDALLO, GUAM
ERAD ELLSWORTH, IN

PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA

CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT
DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA

JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA
NIKI TSONGAS. MASSACHUSETTS
GLENN NYE, VIRGINIA

CHELLIE PINGREE, MAINE

LARRY KISSELL, NORTH CAROUNA
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEX}CO
FRANK M. KRATOVIL, JR,, MARYLAND
ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK

BOBEY BRIGHT, ALABAMA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

U.S. BHouse of Representatives
Washington, BE 20515-6035

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

May 6, 2009

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK

ROSCOE G. BARTLETY, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALYER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA

W. TODO AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIC

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA
MIKE RDOGERS, ALABAMA
TRENT FRANKS, ARZONA

BILL SHUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA
CATRY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS
DOUG COLORADO
ROB WITTMAN, VIRGINIA
MARY FALLIN, OKLAHOMA
DUNCAN HUNTER, CAUFORNIA
JOHN €. FLEWBNG, LOUSIANA
MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

You are invited to testify before the House Armed Services Committee on the Fiscal Year
2010 National Defense Budget Request from the Department of Defense on Wednesday, May
13, 2009 at 10:00 am in room 21 18 of the Rayburn House Office Building.

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn
House Office Building by the morning of Monday, February 4, 2008. In addition, consistent with
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail or disk.

I appreciate your willingness to appear before the committee and look forward to your
testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff

at (202) 225-6703 or at Andrew.Hunter@mail house.gov.

Sigterel

Ike Skelton
Chairman
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RePLY TO:
WASHINGTON OFFICE:
[] 1207 LonaworTH House OFRiCE BuiLping
WasHmnaTon, OC 20618
{202) 226-2371

TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

16TH DysTRICT, ILLNOIS

AGRICULTURE
GENERAL FARM COMMODITIES
AND Resx MANAGEMENT DISTRICT OFFICEE:
musromamonao — Congress of the Enited States s o ke
Harmanss o Tt House of Representatives O eNowm Prowor Ror
AZARDOUS MATERIALS . BLoominGTON, IL 61704
" M WWashington, DL 20515-1315 (309) 663-7043
| 655 West LincoLn
Uit 8
CHARLESTON, IL 81920
{217) 3488759
| 1007 MARKEY STREET
Surte 102
April 23, 2009 Mo s
U.S. Department of Defense
Dr. Robert Gates, Secretary
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400
Dear Secretary Gates,

I am writing you today to lend my support for Cbana Labs, Inc and their STTR Phase I
funding for the Micro-burner based flame Ionization Detectors for Micro-scale Gas
Chromatographs.

Cbana Labs is a cutting edge company that currently is working on vapor and particle
sampling vacoums, handheld explosive detectors in addition to the ionization detectors.
Their work will have a wide range of uses and could prove very usefud in Natlonal

Secunty md for Bﬁitly personne]

1 ask that Cbana Labs, Inc be given any and all consideration for STTR Phase M funding,
If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance please feel free to contact me at
(217) 403-4690.

Timothy V. Johnson

Member of Congress
. _ ah e wE
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 205815

RoBeERT WEXLER
1971 DisTRiCT OoF FLoriDA

April 27, 2009

Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Robért:

I'would like to offer my sineerest congratulations to you as you begin
serving as Secretary of Defénse. Your appointment to this position is
indicative not only of your qualifications to serve, but of your commitment
to President Obama’s message of change and your desire to lead our nation
through the many challenges we face.

At this trying time in our nation’s history, I have no doubt that your
leadership in the U.S. Department of Defense will be a benefit to all who
serve with you, and I look forward to working with you and President
Obama as we lead our nation in a new direction. Please do not hesitate to
contact me anytime I may be of assistance to you as you work with
President Obama, Vice President Biden, and the Executive Cabinet to
accomplish these goals.

With warm regards,

Raobert Wexler

T




SHLVESTRE REVES, TEXAS, CHAIRMAN

ALCEE L. HASTINGS, FLORIDA

ANNA G, ESHOD, CALIFORNIA

RUSH D. HOLT, NEW JERSEV

C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
JOHN F, TIEANEY, MASSACHUSETTS
MIKE THOMPSON, CALIFORNIA
JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY, ILLINOIS
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
ACAM B, SCHIFF, CALIFORMIA
ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON

DAN BOREN, OKLAHOMA

PETER HOEKSTRA, MICHIGAN, RANKING MEMBER
ELTON GAWEGLY, CALIFORNIA

MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

MIKE ROGERS, MICHIGAN

SUE MYRICK, NORTH CARDUINA

AOY BLUNY, MISSOURI

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOHM KLINE, MINNESCTA

K. MICHAL CONAWAY, TEXAS

MANCY PELOS), SPEAKER
JOHN A. EQEHNER, REPUBLICAN LEADER

HVC-304, Tre CamToL

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Wasmaross 081
PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE .
ONl INTELLIGENCE STAFF DIRECTOR

JAMES M. LEWIS
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

May 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates R |
Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon |
Washington, DC 20301 ~

Dear Secretary Gates:

The Subcommittee on Intelligence Community Management of the House Permaqent Selcct’
Committee on Intelligence will hold an open hearing on the Government Accounting Office’s
upcoming report on Personnel Security Clearance Reform from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm on
Tuesday, May 19, 2009. We invite you or your designee to testify at this open session.

In March of 2008, our Subcommittee requested that the Government Accountability Office
(GAO) evaluate the joint ODNI-DOD reform effort, relative to best practice standards that GAO
has used to evaluate other govemnment reform efforts. The Committee also asked GAO to review
the criteria that the Administration is using to assess the effectiveness of its efforts. The day of
the hearing, GAO will release its report on those reform efforts. We request that you be prepared
to respond to GAQ’s findings at the upcoming hearing,

Please provide your statement for the record by May 14, 2009. Please limit oral testimony to ten
minutes. Questions regarding this hearing may be directed to Ms. Mieke Eoyang, Subcommittee
Staff Director, at 202-225-7690.

Smcerely, nd M
- Lon Yrogiie
‘ Representative Suelddyrick

resentanve Anna G. Eshoo

l Ranking Member
Subcomnnttec on i Subcommittee on

_ Intelligence Community Management Intelligence Community Management
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JARED POLIS,
PALL TONKO, NEW YORK
PEDRO R, PIERLLISI, PUERTO RIGO
QAREGORIO KILALI CAMACHO
N, MARIANA
DINA TITUS, NGVADA

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2181 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, BC 20515-8100

May 6, 2009

VIA FACSIMILE - 703-695-1219

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan to travel on a Congressional
Delegation (CODEL) led by Congressman James Langevin to Kuiwait, Iraq, Bahrain, Afghanistan, United Arab
Emirates, and Genmany on May 24® through June 2™, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to visit Leadership and
service members and to visit the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center. Also, members will meet with U.S. Agency
for International Development and State Department representatives to discuss education programs in Iraq and

Afghanistan.

It is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft
up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the
U.S. Air Force give support to this Delegation.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Ms. Becky Cruz Lizama at 202-225-2646 or Mr.
Craig Greene at 202-225-4151. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

GEORGE MILLER

Chairman
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DEMOCRATS

BOR FILNER, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN
CORRINE BROWN, FLORIDA

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE

STEPHANTE HERSETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKCTA

HARRY €. MITCHELL, ARIZONA
JOHN J. HALL, NEW YORK
DEBORAH L. HALVORSON, ILLINCIS
THOMAS S.P PERRIELLD, VIRGINIA
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO
CIRC D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

JOE DONNELLY, INIANA .
JERRY MCNERNEY, CALIFORNIA
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIO
TIMOTHY J WALZ, MINNESOTA
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA
GLENN G NYE, VIRGINIA

MALCOM A, SHORTER
STAFF DIRECTOR

U.S. Houge of Wepresentatives

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS
335 CANNoN Hause OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515
http:/fveterans.house.gov

April 30, 2009

REPUBLICANS

STEVE BUYER, INDIANA. RANKING

CLIFF STEARNS, FLORIDA

JERRY MORAN, KANSAS

HENRY E. BROWN., JR., SOUTH CAROLINA
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOHN BODZMAN, ARKANSAS

BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA

DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO

GUS M. BILIRAKIS, FLORIOA

VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA

DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE

KINGSTON E. SMITH
REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
AND CHIEF COUNSEL

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman Timothy J. Walz to travel on official government
business to Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, and Turkey during the period of May 24-May
31, 2009.

Mr. Walz will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Senator Robert
Casey, Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs. The primary purpose of the
Delegation’s visit is to meet with regional leaders to discuss the potential progress on the
Middle East Peace Process, the regional response to Iran’s nuclear program, and Turkey’s
integration with its neighbors. Mr. Walz will bring to bear in discussions a focus on the
quality of life of military personnel and future veterans

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, and Turkey. It
would be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may
be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is
authbrized pursuant to title-31, U.8.C, Section 1108(g). : :

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions,
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653.

ly,/(
BOB FILNER ‘
Chairma;i .
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
- U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

May 4, 2009

This is in further reference to my letter of April 22, 2009, regarding the delegation
I am leading May 6-12, 2009. Please note that the following Members and staff are

authorized to travel:

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker, and Mr. Paul Pelosi
The Honorable Rush Holt (D-NJ)

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, House Sergeant at Arms
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician

Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff, Speaker Pelosi

Ms. Wyndee Parker, Senior. Policy Advisor, Speaker Pelosi
Mr. Drew Hammill, Communications Director

Ms. Bridget Fallon, Chief of Protocol for the Speaker

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mi
U.S. House of Representatives

MMamey Felodi

NANCY PELOSI

STcakcr of the House

ller, Clerk




May 6, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary: -

This is in further reference to my letter of February 13, 2009, regarding Codel

Capps to Haiti. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

CC:

The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA)

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA)

The Honorable Mazie Hirono (D-HI)

The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WT) and Mr. Adesolu Omokunde

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Assistance Commission
Ms, Margarita Seminario, Professional Staff Member, HDAC

Mr. Tommy Ross, Legislative Director, Office of Rep. David Price

Ms. Rachael Leman, Policy Director, House Rules Commitiee

Ms. Muftiah McCartin, Committee Staff Director, HRC (Majority)

Mr. Brad Smith, Committee Staff Director, HRC (Minority)

Mr. Clay Wellbor, Deputy Assistant Director, CRS (authorized by HCFA)
Ms. Maureen Taft Morales, Senior Analyst, CRS (authorized by HCFA)

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Smcerely, Q
NANCY P:LOSI

Speaker :

The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
Us. House of Representatives

OSD 8-09
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Speaker of the House

May 6, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Charles B. Rangel (D-NY) to lead a
delegation of Members and staff to the funeral of the late Honorable Jack F. Kemp.

It is requested that the Department of Defense provide bus transportation and Air
Force escort as needed to support the movement of current Members of Congress, former
Members of Congress, and Congressional staff between the U.S. Capitol and Washington
National Cathedral on Friday, May 8, 2009. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost
to the government for protocol purposes only. A complete list of Members and staff
authorized to travel will follow at a later date.

Authorization for the expenditure of funds should be made pursuant to 31 USC
1108 (g) .

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance with the matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY PEBOSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lotraine C. Miller
Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives

SD 05463-09
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
. Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Mr. John Sullivan, Parliamentarian of the House, to
accompany Codel Kosmas (authorized by the House Committee on Science and
Technology) to Florida during the appropriate period of May 11, 2009.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Naone ’Plxm

NANCY PELQSI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 05465-09




May 7, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of May 6, 2009 regarding Codel Rangel (D-NY)
to the funeral of the late'Honorable Jack F. Kemp. The following persons are authorized to
travel:

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel (D-NY)

The Honorable Jerry Lewis (R-CA)

The Honorable Dan Lungren (R-CA) and Mrs. Bobbi Lungren

The Honorable James Moran (D-VA)

The Honorable Mike Pence (R-IN) and Mrs. Karen Pence

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ) and Mrs. Marie Smith
The Honorable Frank Wolf (R-VA) and Mrs. Carolyn Wolf

The Honorable Dan Beard, Chief Administrative Officer

The Honorable E. Thomas Coleman (Former Member) and Mrs. Coleman
The Honorable James Courter (Former Member)

The Honorable Gary Franks (Former Member)

The Honorable Robert Livingston (Former Member)

The Honorable Robert Michel (Formier Member)

The Honorable Donn Anderson (Former Officer of the House)

Mrs. Cheryl Sensenbrenner
Mrs. Vicky Tiahrt

Thank you in advance for your prompt assiswnce with the matter.

Smcerely, ?
NANCY PE OSI '
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller ‘
Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives » ‘ oS
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May 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000
Dear Mr. Secretary:

Last Thursday, Congress received the Department of Defense’s portion of the President’s
Fiscal Year 2010 budget submission. [ understand that the detailed justification of budget estimates
will be provided this week. Concurrent with the submission of the budget details, I had also
expected the Department to submit the report required by law regarding F/A-18 procurement and
the 30-year aviation force structure report. As you know, section 123 of the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 {Public Law 110-417) requires you to
submit a report comparing costs of F/A-18 multi-year versus annual procurement options, not later
than March 1, 2009. Further, section 231a of title 10, United States Code, requires you to submit an
annual aircraft plan and certification along with the submission of the President’s budget.

Unfortunately, Committee staff has been told by the Under Secretary of Defense
(Comptroller) that these reports may not be submitted, or, at best, the F/A-18 multiyear report will
be delayed and & “notional” thirty-year aviation plan might be submitted. If this is the case, I
respectfully ask that you reconsider and transmit the two reports in a manner that is consistent with
both the statute and the spirit of the Jaw. The information requested in the required reports is
critical to our Subcommittee’s oversight responsibilities and for budget transparency.

I look forward to working closely with you as we move through the authorization and
appropriation process this year. -

Sincerely,

. GA gl

W. TODD AKIN

Ranking Member,
Subcommittee on Seapower
and Expeditionary Forces
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May 7, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On April 21, 2009, Ranking Member Lamar Smith and I introduced H.R. 1983, a
bill to enact certain laws relating to small business as title 53, United States Code, “Small
Business.” The bill restates the Small Business Act and the Small Business Investment
Act of 1958, along with related provisions in other Acts, as a new positive law title of the
United States Code. The new positive law 'atle replaces the existing provxslons, whlch
are repealed by the blll

I am wntmg to invite you, as the head of an agency w1th respons1b1hty for -
administering laws that will be included in title 53, to review the bill, and to share it with
other interested parties as appropriate. I ask that you and others bring any questions or
suggestions to the attention of the Office of the Law Revisiori Counsel and if you wish,
to the attention of the Judiciary Committee as well.

The bill was prepared by the Office of the Law Revision Counsel of the House of
Representatives as part of its ongoing responsibility under 2 U.S.C. §285b to prepare, and
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary one title at a time, a complete compilation,
restatement, and revision of the general and permanent laws of the United States. . .

- All changes in-existing law made by the bill are purely technical in nature, The
bill was prepared in accordance with the statutory-standard for codification legislation,
which is that the restatement of existing law shall conform to the understood policy,
intent, and purpose of Congress in the original enactments, with such amendments and
corrections as will remove ambiguities, contradictions, and other imperfections.
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Hon. Robert M. Gates
May 7, 2009
Page Two

Please note that the bill is not intended to make any substantive changes in the
law. As is typical with the codification process, a number of non-substantive revisions
are made, including the reorganization of sections into a more coherent overall structure,
but these changes are not intended to have any substantive effect. Nor would changes of
a substantive nature be within the scope of this bill. Rather, we are asking you and others
to review the bill from a technical perspective, to help make sure that the bill does not
inadvertently make changes that could be construed to have substantive effect, and that it
does not create or maintain any ambiguities that can be clarified or contradictions that can
be corrected.

1 would appreciate it if all comments could be received no later than November 3,
2009, after which time the Committee will proceed to consider the bill and move it to the
floor as expeditiously as possible.

The bill, along with a detailed section-by-section explanation of the bill, can be
accessed on the internet site of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel
(http://uscode.house.gov/). Persons interested in obtaining a printed copy of the bill and
explanation, and persons interested in submitting comments on the bill, should contact Tim
Trushel, Senior Counsel, Office of the Law Revision Counsel, U.S. House of
Representatives, H2-308 Ford House Office Building, Washington, DC, 20515. The
telephone number is 202-226-9058, and the email address is Tim. Trushel@mail house.gov.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
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.5, House of Representatives
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. May 18, 2009

Mr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

1300 Defense Pentagon
Wash DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

I would like to invite you or your representative to testify before the Committee on Coast
Guard and Masitime Transportation regarding Piracy Against U.S,-Flagged Vessels: Lessons
Leamed. The hearing will take place on Wednesday, May 20, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 2167 of
the Raybum House Office Building (HOB).

Witnesses must have 50 copies of written testimony hand-delivered to Room 507 Ford
HOB, to the attention of lanta Summers, by close of business on Tuesday, May 19,2009, In
addition, 50 copies of testimony must be hand-delivered to 2165 Rayburn HOB, 10 the attention of
Jimmy Miller, by close of business on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, Name, mailing address, organization
represented, and telephone number must appear on the face of the testimony.

For the purpose of complying with House Rule XI, clause 2(e)(4), requi:ihg cach committee
to make its publications available in electronic form to the maximum extent practicable, each
witness is strongly urged to submit testimony in Microsoft Word format (i.e. copy on disk).

mmm The f'uﬂ stntemcnt wxll be mcludcd in the pn.ntcd xeco:d of the hcanng

If you need special accommodations, please conmct Jimmy Miller at (202) 225-4472 at least
four days before the heating,
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Secretary Gates
Page Two

If you oz your staff have any questions, please contact John Cullathet, Staff Director of the
Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, at (202) 226-6861. His facsimile
number is (202) 226-8068.

1look forward to your testimony.

Sincerely,

BisL€ Cunns
e

Elijah §f Cummings

Chait

Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime
Transportation
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May 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

Department of Defense

1155 Defense Pentagon Way
Washington, DC 20301

Dear .Secretary Gates:

I am writing to invite you to the groundbreaking of the “Remember Me™ Rose Garden in
Washington, DC in order to honor the spirit of the men and women whose lives were lost on
September 11, 2001, This rose garden in Washington, DC will honor the victims of the Pentagon
attack, including the crew and passengers of American Airlines Flight 77.

The “Remember Me” Rose Garden will break ground on Wednesday, May 20, 2009 at
10:00 AM at the LaSalle-Backus Education Campus (501 Riggs Rd. NE, Washington, DC 20011).
Backus Middle School, which has since merged with LaSalle Elementary School, was one of three
Washington, DC schools that had students and teachers perish on Flight 77. These students and
teachers, along with staff members from the National Geographic Socicty, were on their way to
California on a National Geographic Society study program.

“Remember Me” Rose Garden is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in Portland,

- Oregon—the “City of Roses,” A rose garden will be created on or near each of the three sites of
the September 11 tragedy. The gardens are meant to uplift and renew the spirit of our nation and
provide a beautiful sanctuary where the families and friends of all who died can come to seek
comfort and peace.

It would be a great privilege and distinct honor if you would be able to attend the
“Remember Me" Rase Garden groundbreaking ceremony in Washington, DC. If you are unable
1o attend, a member of your staff would be most welcome. If you have questions or would like
further information, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Sue Casey, the founder of the

“Remember Me” Rose Garden: 503-453-3352 (0); 503-539-7531 (¢); sue@remember-me-rose.org.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

avid Wu 4
Member of Congress
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E718
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

I thank you for your continued dedication to the nation’s men and women in uniform and for
your own service to our nation.

The current prohibition on allowing gay men and lesbians to serve openly in the military, known
commonly as “don’t ask, don’t tell” is a policy that should be rescinded. There continues to be evidence ;
that the disctiminatory policy costs the Department of Defense hundreds of millions in wasted
expenditures, thousands of men and women are prevented fiom serving their country in uniform, and i
hundreds of military specialists are discharged annually, all to the detriment of our national security.
Public opinion is shifting as a majority of the American public and growing numbers in the military
community support a change in policy. Moteover, during his candidacy, and now reiterated in
statements made by his Administration, President Barack Obama has asserted it is his intention to end
the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy.

I understand that during this time the nation, and the Department of Defense in particular, faces many !
challenges. Nevertheless, I feel that every day that the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy remains law our military is |
disadvantaged and good soldiers are unable to serve. To increase transparency on the effects the “don’t ask, i
don’t tell” policy is having on our military, I request that the Office of the Secretary of Defense provide ;
monthly reports on the number of military personnel discharged because of this policy. Since January, I have :
made similar requests of the Army for discharge data. However, so as not to single out one service branch, :
disclosure across the entire Department would be a2 more appropriate way to assess the impact of the “don’t ;
ask, don’t tell” policy.

The servicemembers and civilians working for the Department of Defense reflect the very best
our nation has to offer. I look forward to working with the President and the Department on repealing
the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy so that our military can be even stronger. 1 thank you for your attention
to this matter.

JPM/hdb
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary, Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary:

In a letter sent to you on April 15, I requested information related to the competitive bidding
process that preceded the awarding of earmarks in the conference report language of th.e FY 2098
Defense Appropriations bill. Specifically, I asked you to provide me with al relevant information on
the competitive hidding process for a selected list of earmarks, including any relevant Justifications and
Approvals (J&As),

Since that time my staff has been working productively with the Office of the Comptro_ller,
which is the office initially tasked with completing this request. However, it is my undersrandmg that
the assistance and cooperation of the Qffice of Acquisition, Technology and Logistics is crucial to the
collection of this information.

I respectfully request that action be taken at the appropriate level to task the Office of
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics jointly with this réquest. The initial meeting initiating this
request took place on March 31, 1am very anxious to see this information before the Congress begins
work on appropriations for the next fiscal year. Should you need further guidance, please contact my
Legislative Director, Mr. Chandler Morse, or my Legislative Assistant for defense matters, Ms. Colleen

Gilbert, at (202) 225-2635,
?g%, i
F

P
Member of Congress

i
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May 13, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary :
U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1155
Dear Secretary Gates:

I am disturbed to have learned from a recent news report that some of our troops based in
Irag were not adequately provided with enough rations of drinking water nor the use of safe
potable water. It is my understanding the Defense Department contracted these services and the
processes to provide these basic services did not work; leading to several health problems as a
result such as dehydration, dysentary, and kidney infections.

I would like to obtain a prompt response from you on how this problem was addressed
once it was learned, what has been done to ensure safe water supplies are never compromised
again, and how the Department is treating the affected troops as a result of this failure.

I have visited Iraq many times and understand the extreme conditions our troops operate
in. As the hot summer months approach and as we begin to enhance operations in Afghanistan,
I’'m sure you agree with me that providing our troops in harms way with all they need to keep
them safe and focused on their important missions is priority number one. I appreciate your
attention to this important matter and look forward to your timely reply.

God and Texas,

TED POE

Member of Congress
TEXAS

; i
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Congress of the Anited States

Washington, BE 20515
May 14, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
U.S. Department of Defense .
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

It has recently come to our attention that service members returning from deployment
have indicated they were allocated only two liters of bottled drinking water per day, and were
forced to find additional water for themselves. It is our understanding that this was not an
isolated event and service members stationed across Iraq during various phases of the war have
reported the problems.

The Army minimum to avoid dehydration can reach as high as 15 liters per day to
prevent heat casualties in desert climates. As a result of the bottled water drinking shortages,
these same service members indicate at other times they were forced to "improvise” to avoid
dehydration by drinking potable and nonpotable bulk water. As you know, questions on the
quality of bulk water still remain, and it is not authorized for drinking in Iraq. However, the
soldiers indicate consumption of this water was necessary to avoid dehydration and are now
experiencing short term and long term health effects of illnesses associated with drinking
unclean water.

Many of us have visited Iraq and we are all well aware of the extreme conditions our
troops stationed there face. We are dismayed to hear these accounts and believe the health and
safety of our service members must be a priority and taken seriously. Therefore, we respectfully
request that you investigate these water shortage claims immediately and provide the finding to
our staff for review.

Sincerely,

%/jﬁ/ i
Gene Green - Solomon Ortiz
Member of Congress
Ralph HRll
Member of Congress . Member of Congress
Ron Paul bD 05657- ‘9

Member of Congress i
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13 May 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 1-1000

sefinda Congressmnal Research Service report that outlines the major contractual
and programmatic milestones in the history of the Army’s SINCGARS radio program which
began with an ORD in December of 1974. It also includes the historical information of the Joint
Service's JTRS radio program. I would like to meet with you personally to discuss my concerns
with this program. I find it outrageous that DoD is still investing taxpayer dollars into this
outdated technology, especially given that newer, more capable radio technology exists. The
Army intends to spend in excess of $700Mil this FY on outdated technology. What the attached
report does not include is information on the FY09 NDAA which fenced off $87Mil pending
SecDef certification. That certification has not been made to my knowledge so I'd like to know
how DoD plans to go forward with their planned procurement. There are serious questions
surrounding this entire program and the spending of taxpayer money associated with it.

Very Respectfull

OSD 05659
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MALCOM A. SHORTER

STAFFDIRECTOR ) ~ May 11,2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman Timothy J. Walz to travel on official government
business to Israel, the West Bank, Syria, and Turkey during the period of May 24-May
31, 2009.

Mr. Walz will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Senator Robert
Casey, Member of the Senate Commitiee on Foreign Affairs. The primary purpose of the
Delegation’s visit is to meet with regional leaders to discuss the potential progress on the
Middle East Peace Process, the regional response to Iran’s nuclear program, and Turkey’s
integration with its neighbors. Mr, Walz will bring to bear in discussions a focus on the
quality of life of military personnel and future veterans

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Israel, the West Bank, Syria, and Turkey. It -
would be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may
be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is
authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C, Section 1108(g).

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you-h‘ave further questions,
please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 202-225-3036.

MS/jz
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May 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

US Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

A recent Federal Circuit Court decision in Rothe Development Corp. v. U.S. Department
of Justice held that 10 U.S.C. 2323 is unconstitutional on its face, resulting in a complete
injunction of that statute, which provides certain Department of Defense contracting preferences
for small disadvantaged businesses. This judicial action is clearly limited to 10 U.S.C. 2323, but
some agencies appear to believe that the Rothe case may affect small business programs and
activities under other Federal statutes like the Small Business Act.

Thus we are writing to urge that the Department of Defense issue immediate clarifying
guidance to all of its agencies involved in contracting with the private sector. While the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense issued an interim guidance memorandum on March 10, 2009
concerning the application of the Rothe case, the memorandum failed to explicitly address the
applicability to small business programs and activities that are carried out under Federal statutes
other than 10 U.S.C. 2323.

In our view, the gnidance should be explicit with respect to these other programs and
activities. This approach was taken by the Army Corps of Engineers in a March 9, 2009
communication to contracting personnel, stating that its Rothe guidance to cease contract
activities that rely exclusively on the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2323 "DOES NOT apply to small
business set-asides, HUBZone small business set-asides, 8a set-asides, service disabled veteran
owned small business set-asides or Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) as these categories are
governed by separate statutes that were not impacted by the [Rothe] ruling.” This is precisely the
kind of guidance that should be sent out deparment-wide as soon as possible.

Please let us know as soon as possible if and when the Department of Defense plgn§ on
issuing clarifying guidance that expressly addresses the small business programs and activities
that are not affected by the ruling. Thank you.

510 L StReer 101 12w Avenue 612 W. WiLLouGHey Avenve, Sume B
Suire 580 Box 10 P.O. Bex 21247
Visr Our Wessme ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 FARsanKs, ALaska 99701 Juneay, ALaska 88802 Cau Tou-Free

HTTP://DONYOUNG. HOUSE. GOV 807-271-5978 907-456-0210 907-566-7400 1-866-980-5979




Member of Congress

(Dot E.[Ltpn

Dale Kildee
Member of Congress

Sincerely’

MLl Qeraamtc
Neil Abercrombie
Member of Congress

AN
D,

Tom Cole
Member of Congress
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

On Thursday, June 4, 2009, the Subcommittee on Health of the U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs will conduct a Hearing on “Meefing the Needs of Family
Caregivers of Veterans.” The Subcommittee would like to assess how the VA meets the needs
of family caregivers of velerans and to identify any gaps in supportive services for family
caregivers. This hearing will be held at 10:00 A.M. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office
Building. We request you or your designee to present testimony on behalf of the U.S.
Department of Defense

Please confirm your attendance by contacting Jeff Burdette through email at
jeff.burdette@mail.house.gov . You will be recognized for five minutes to make an oral
statement; however, your complete written statement will be made a part of the hearing record.
Please submit 75 copies of written testimony prepared in accordance with the enclosed
formatting requirements to the Subcommittee on Health at 338 Cannon House Office Building
by 6:00 P.M. on Monday June 1, 2009. Morcover, please include a brief biography with your
testimony.

Due to heightened security precautions, please note that all Congressional mail delivery is
delayed and commercial delivery services arc prohibited. Therefore, you must contact our
staff at (202) 225-9154 to make arrangements for a representative from your organization
to hand deliver your testimony.

The Committee provides public access to its hearing staternents on the Internet through the
World Wide Web at the House of Representatives (http://veterans.house.gov) and the Library of
Congress (http://thomas.loc.gov). To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic
Microsoft Word copy of your statement to Jeff Burdette at jeff.burdette@mail.house.gov.
Additionally, the hearings are now broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived
on our Web site so they may be accessed following each hearing.
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Please contact Jeff Burdetie, Legisiative Assistant to the Subcommittee on Health, U.S. House of
Representatives Committee on Veterans® Affairs, at (202) 225-9154 or
jeff.burdette@mail house.gov if you have any questions.

Sincerel){,

MICHAEL H. MICHAUD
Chairman
Subcommittee on Health

Enclosure
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The Honorable Pete Geren
Secretary of the Army
U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon -

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Geren:

I am writing to request that the Army provide a briefing to discuss the
circumstances surrounding the award of a sole source contract to acquire 22 Russian Mi-
17 helicopters for the Iraq military. It is my understanding that the Army’s Threat
Systems Management Office (TMSO) is responsible for the award of this contract.

According to information brought to the subcommittee’s attention, spanning from
July 2008 to as recently as April 2009, this contract was awarded — with no competition —
to an American company, ARINC, that has minimal background brokering helicopter
sales. It was reported that, through subcontracts, the eventual supplier of the helicopters
is a Russian company called Kazan. Kazan is supplying the helicopters as commercial
items to another company in the United Arab Emirates called Airfreight Aviation
Limited. That company is converting those helicopters for military use before they are
delivered to Irag. Both Kazan and Airfreight Aviation Limited are linked to a Russian
agency that is banined from doing business with the U.S. That Russmn agency was
accused in 2006 of violating the Iran and Syria Nonproliferation Act.! Of further interest
is the report that the full $322 million of the contract has been paid, but no helicopters S —
have been delivered to date.

If these reports are true, | am concerned that this situation creates the appearance
that the Army may have circumvented the law and/or was biased in the award of a
contract to one supplier without full consideration of other suppliers through a transparent
process. As part of our ongoing oversight responsibilities, I would like to offer the Army
the opportunity to address the allegations raised in these reports by means of a thorough

' Pub. L. No. 106-178; 50 U.S.C. § 1701 note (2005). The Act was updated in 2006 to include North
Korea, as well. (Pub. L. No. 109-353),
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written response, official supporting documentation, and related briefing to our
Subcommittee. Specifically, I request that the Army provide clarification on the
following:

1. Please identify the relevant contract(s), and parties and subcontractors thereto, at
issue in the helicopter transaction. Additionally, please provide copies of all
documents related to the negotiation, pricing data, and costs of the contract.

2. Isit true that the contract award was made through a U.S. company to a supplier
that is owned by a Russian company that is banned from doing business with the
U.S. under the Iran-Syria Nuclear Non-proliferation Act? If true, at what point
was the Army, the Department of Defense, or any components thereof aware of

 that fact?

3. Isit true that the contract was awarded with no competition? If so, in an
environment in which defense contract cost overruns have reached historic levels,
why did the Army decide to award a contract for these helicopters without
conducting any competition? Are there any other helicopter suppliers who could
have fulfilled this contract? Is it true that other American companies would have
been in a position to broker this sale? Please explain the Army’s decision and
official documentation that supports the rationale for this decision.

4. Isit true that the U.S. company that received the no bid contract has no history of
dealing with helicopter sales? What analysis did the Army undertake to
determine that this particular company was qualified to receive a no bid contract
in an area outside of its specific expertise? Please provide documentation that
depicts the rationale for the decision to award the contract to this company.

5. Isittrue that the total contract award of $322 million has been paid but no
helicopters have been delivered to date? Further, does the Army know how much
of the contract funds each entity in the supplier chain has received? If so, please
provide this information to the Subcommittee.

6. Is it true that the cost-per-unit of each of the helicopters under this contract
(almost $15 million) is significantly higher than the perceived market rate for this
model of helicopter, which otherwise currently costs between $6 and $8 million?
Please provide an explanation of these costs and rationale for why the per-unit
costs are higher in this case.

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set
forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(2)(5), the Subcommittee on
National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction encompassing oversight of national
security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. In order for the Subcommittee to
conduct appropriate and constructive oversight of these matters, it is important that we




receive appropriate clarification and explanation of the issues noted above, and others as
relevant.

Please contact Brendan Culley, Scott Lindsay, or Andy Wright of the
Subcommittee staff at (202) 225-2548 to coordinate the briefing and document
production. The Subcommittee requests that the document production and briefing occur
on or before July 1, 2009. Thank you for your attention to this important request.

Sincerely, /

John F. Tierney

Chairman

Subcommittee on National Security
and Foreign Affairs

cc:  Rep. Jeff Flake
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security
and Foreign Affairs

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
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Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We have serious objections to the stop work order issued Mf1y }1, 2909 for the
Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEI) program. This decision is without justification.

Overall, we are concerned with the handling of the May 7, 2009 Kinetic Energy
Interceptor termination announcement. KEI was noticeably absent in an April press
conference that outlined Department of Defense. program cancellations and restructures.
However, it was rolled out as a cancellation during the May 7, 2009 FY10 President’s
Budget briefing and quickly followed by a Missile Defense Agency stop work on May
11, 2009, with the goal of de-staffing the program by the end of June. This surpl:lse
announcement and immediate stop work notice has precluded any meaningful discussion
between the Congress and the Department on the merits of the cancellauon and the
resulting impacts to the nation.

.In partnership with the Department of Defense, Congress has supportcd the
requested budgets for the KEI program. In past years, Congress went beyond what was
requested, and provided the Department with additional dollars to accelerate this critical
boost phase capability. In total, the Department has expended more than one billion
dollars toward this effort to date, in providing the nation with a technically viable
solution for boost and ascent engagement of a ballistic missile targeting our nation,
deployed forces, .and allies. Six years of development and testing, with most of the more
than one billion of funding spent to date, was to culminate in the first booster flight in the
fall of 2009 — less than five months from now. With the issuance of the stop work, the
Department is walking away from this investment without the benefit of knowmg what
this technology has to offer.

The FY09 appropriated budget and accompanjung language for the KEI program
not only fully supporced the requests but went further to encourage the Department to
accelerate the development of this ‘capability for the war fighter. The. FY09
appropriations specifically funded continued KEI development, static tests, and the: ﬁrst
booster fhght in 2009.. . '

D560




We strongly urge you to rescind the KEI stop work order and to continue toward
culmination of the 2009 booster flight. We look forward to working with the Department
in the FY10 budget cycle to best determine the way ahead for this vital boost and early
engagement capability resident in the KEI program.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we look forward to your
prompt response and a positive resolution.

Sincerely,

Congressman Rob Bishop

Lincoln Davis

Congressman Ed Pastor
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Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

On April 6th you announced your recommendation to terminate the VH-71
Presidential helicopter program. You further stated that the Increment I aircraft
would not be suitable to become operational for the long term as the Navy’s
estimated service life of the airframe is only about ten years. However, the Navy’s
estimate was based on a test which only concluded that the airframe was suitable to
last until the proposed Increment II would have been completed. Further testing
would prove that the service life of the Increment I aircraft could well exceed the
10,000 hour mark.

I recommend that you reconsider the recently imposed “stop work™ order for
Increment I aircraft and determine whether Increment I aircraft would be suitable
as a replacement for the entire Presidential rotary wing aircraft fleet. I believe that
the cancellation proposal could create serious risks for the fleet, and possibly for
Presidential security.

Many aircraft in the current fleet are approaching forty years of service.
The Navy has invested $3.2 billion in development costs for the Increment I
version and of the five Increment I Pilot Production vehicles, four are completed
and require only one additional year of flight testing before entering service.

The Increment I aircraft is far superior to all rotary wing aircraft in the
current fleet of Presidential helicopters. It is prudent to make use of the aircraft
that have been produced at such a high cost to the taxpayer. A follow-on program

05679.00
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The Honorable Robert Gates
May 20, 2009
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to begin in fiscal year 2011 will only disguise the immediate need, 'and . .
significantly delay development. The options for potential competitors will remain
much the same in 2011,

Additionally, the Administration, in its fiscal year 2010 budget request only
asked for $85 million in program termination costs. The Navy, by its own
admission has stated that it expects cancellation costs to approach $555 million,
and would require an additional $4.4 billion to extend the life of the current aging
fleet. Given these estimates, it would appear that poor business decisions are being
made regarding this replacement program and that determmatlons are being made
based on public perception.

In light of these concerns, we urge you to reconsider your decision, and
commit to a Presidential helicopter fleet consisting of the currently developed
Increment 1 aircraft.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your continued
dedicated work for our nation's defense.

Sincerely,

hn P. Murtha
hairman
Defense Subcommittee
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and the Subcommittee on
National Security and Foreign Affairs hereby request your testimony, or the testimony of
one of the following designees at a hearing entitled, “Afghanistan and Pakistan:
Oversight of a New Interagency Strategy™: Deputy Secretary of Defense William
Lynn, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Michele Flournoy, Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Admiral Michael Mullen or Commander of U.S. Central Command
General David H, Petraeus. Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke will also be testifying.

The hearing is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 4, 2009, in room
2154 of the Rayburn House Office Building. This letters revises the invitation
designating the hearing as originally scheduled for April 19, 2009.

Please contact Scott Lindsay or Andy Wright at (202) 225-2548 if you have any
Sincerely,

questions.
ﬁ Tierney ;

olphus Towns

hairman Chairman
Committee on Oversight Subcommittee on National Security
and Government Reform and Foreign Affairs
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity; Orfa Torres, Majority Staff Legislative Assistant of the
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of
the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity; and; William Gibson Minority
Military Fellow, to travel on official committee oversight business to sites in
Washington from June 8 to June 12, 2009. The purpose of travel is to attend
various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis Army Base,
McChord AFB, Whidbey Island NAS, and Bangor NAS, Washington.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S.
carriers are not avallable

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202)
226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226~3668 Thank you for your assistance in

this matter.,
Sincerely,
BOB FILNER
JL/ot ‘
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May 8, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
~ U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of May 6, 2009, regarding Codel Capps to
Haiti. Please note that this is now Codel Hirono as Representative Capps is no longer
able to travel. In addition to the previously listed travelers, the Honorable Jim
McDermott (D-WA) and the Honorable Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan (D-MP) are
authorized to travel with the delegation.

Please also note that Mr. Brad Smith is no longer traveling.
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

595
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May 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary '

This is in further reference o my letter of May 7, 2009 regardmg Codel Rangel (D-NY)
to the funeral of the late Honorable Jack F. Kemp. The following persons are authorized to
travel:

The Honorable Jane Harman (D-CA)
The Honorable Hank Johnson (D-GA)
The Honorable Paul Ryan (R-WT)

The Honorable Robert Garcia (Former Member) and Mrs. Jane Garcia
The Honorable Bill Lowery (Former Member)

The Honorable David Martin (Former Member)

The Honorable Norm Minetta (Former Member)

The Honorable Marty Russo (Former Member)

Mrs. Leisha Pickering
Mrs. Amy Upton

Mr. Ted Daniel, Office of the Sergeant at Arms

M. Robert Fitzpatrick, Office of the Sergeant At Arms
Mr. Jack Looney, Office of the Sergeant at Arms

Mr. Jay Pierson, Republican Cloakroom

Thank you in advance for. your prompt assistance with the matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Millcri
Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives

G




May 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of April 23, 2009, regarding Codel
Oberstar. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable James L. Oberstar, Chairman (D-MN) and Mrs. Jean Oberstar
The Honorable Cliff Stearns (R-FL)

The Honorable Marcy Kaptur (D-OH)

The Honorable Bart Stupak (D-MI)

The Honorable Candice Miller (R-MI)

The Honorable Daniel Lipinski (D-IL) and Mrs. Judy Lipinski

Mr. Peter Quilter, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs
Ms. Robyn Wapner, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs
Ms. Shanna Winters, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs
Ms. Mary McVeigh, Staff Associate, Committee on Foreign Affairs
Mr. Jason Lamote, Professional Staff, Committee on Transportation
Dr. Kay A, King, Director, Office of Interparliamentary Affairs

Mr. Carl Ek, Analyst, CRS, Detailee to Committee on Foreign Affairs

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely, .
NANCY PEEOSI

Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 520

U.S. House of Representatives | OosD 9
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May 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of April 25, 2009, regarding my uPcmning
delegation to China. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to
travel:

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker, and Mr. Paul Pelosi
The Honorable James Sensenbrenner, Jr. (R-WI) and Mrs. Cheryl Sensenbrenner
The Honorable John B. Larson (D-CT) and Mrs. Leslie Larson
The Honorable Edward J. Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal
The Honorable Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) and Mr. Jonathan Blumenauer
~ The Honorable Jay Inslee (D-WA) and Mrs. Trudi Inslee
The Honorable Jackie Speier (D-CA)

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Office of the Speaker

Mr. Jonathan Stivers, Office of the Speaker

Mr. Brendan Daly, Office of the Speaker

Ms. Bridget Fallon, Office of the Speaker

Ms. Karen Wayland, Office of the Speaker

Mr. Michael Long, Office of the Speaker

Mr. Steve Rusnak, Office of Photography

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely, -

’\Mq?dm

NANCY PELQSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorrame C. Mlller, Clerk
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May 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of April 23, 2009, regarding Codel Tanner. The
following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable John Tanner (D-TN), Chairman, and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner
The Honorable John Shimkus (R-IL)

The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney
The Honorable Dennis Moore (D-KS) and Mrs. Stephene Moore
The Honorable John Boozman (R-AR) and Mrs. Cathy Boozman
The Honorable Jeff Flake (R-AZ) and Mrs. Cheryl Flake

The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller

The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross

The Honorable Ben Chandler (D-KY) and Mrs. Jennifer Chandler
The Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-FL) and Mrs. Leslie Meek
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA)

The Honorable Mike Turner (D-OH)

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tanner

Mr. Vince Morelli, CRS Detailee to Committee on Foreign Affairs

Ms. Marilyn Owen, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, and H.E. ‘
Benson Whitney, U.S. Ambassador to Norway, have been invited to travel with the delegation in-
theatre.
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY :ZLOSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk

. | OSD 05954-09
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ey Jelost
Speuker of the House

May 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
‘Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Mr. Roland Daigle and Mr. David Adams, staff of the
Honorable James R. Langevin (D-RI) to join the Committee on Armed Services Codel
Langevin during the approximate period of May 24 — June 2, 2009. The purpose of the
trip is to conduct oversight duties in conjunction with Mr. Langevin’s position as a
member of the Armed Services Committee.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assis?anoe
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

NANCY l:ZZOSI
Speaker of the House

cc: - The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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May 20, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:
This is in further reference to my letter of May 14, 2009, regarding my
upcoming delegation to China. Please note that in addition to the previously authorized

travelers, the following staff members are authorized to travel:

Mr. Gerry Waldron, Professional Staff Member, Select Committee on Energy
Mr. Thomas Schreibel, Office of Rep. Sensenbrenner

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Smcerely,

NANCY IZ.,OSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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Hemcy Plelost
Speaker of the Hoze

May 21, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

. De_gr Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of May 20, 2009, regarding my
upcoming delegation to China. Please note that in addition to the previously authorized
travelers, the following staff member is authorized to travel:

Ms. Wyndee Parker, Office of the Speaker

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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Congresg of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

May 20, 2009

- The Honorable Robert Gates
The Office of Secretary of Defense
1155 Defense Pentagon Way
Room 3D921
Washington, DC 20301

We are writing to convey our support for the Army plan to assign an additional Brigade
Combat Team (BCT) to the 3" Infantry Division at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field,
Georgia. We share your expressed concern for the great hardship endured by the soldiers
and their families and agree with your guiding principle to prevent the under-manning of units
for combat while changing the policy on stop-loss. We believe the plan to bring the 5" BCT
to Fort Stewart is in concert with the guiding principle of your statement on April 6" and will
continue the progress made in revitalizing our armed forces.

Unquestionably, Fort Stewart is, for numerous strategic reasons, an ideal location for
the Army to grow. But just as important it is imperative that the Army and the Department of
Defense not lose sight of the issue of reliance—that state and local governments and the
civic and business leaders relied on the request of the Army and the Department to be ready
to accommodate these soldiers and their families. Accordingly, they have already invested
about $450 million dollars in anticipation of the arrival of the BCT.

While we recognize the extensive military analysis and fiscal constraints required in
determining the location of a BCT, we firmly believe that it is in the best interest of the
Department of Defense to take into full account the investment at Fort Stewart and Hunter
Army Air Field made by local communities long ago. The communities made these decisions
by taking to heart the clear assurance from Department leaders that the BCT was coming.

- They responded to the Department's requests to provide the essential private sector support
in advance of the arrival of the Brigade. In deciding this issue, we believe the Army and the
Department must consider the extensive, good faith reliance of its partner community. The
Department must live up to its commitments. it must not break its word.

The City of Hinesville, the surrounding communities, and the State of Georgia have
demonstrated unwavering support for soldiers and families over many years. The area now is
clearly recognized as one of the most Army-friendly installation in the U.S. Community

Page 1 of 3
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leaders have faithfully and diligently worked with the Department and the private sector to
ensure that the facilities and infrastructure is ready to receive the additional brigade. To date
the community's investment of about $450 million in preparation for the expected growth to
include $72 millicn in public school projects and other public sector infrastructure investment.
The State of Georgia has again expanded its acclaimed HOPE Scholarship program to
further extend the access to military families for full tuition, room and board to any Georgia
public college or university for students who graduate from high school with a B average.

We believe adding the 46" BCT in the Amy to Fort Stewart would enhance the
immediate operational effectiveness of the 3" Infantry Division at the Fort Stewart and Hunter
Army Air Field. When taking into consideration the emerging Center of Maneuver Excellence
at Fort Benning and the growing presence of the BCTs at Fort Stewart, the Army has an
exceptional home base in the state of Georgia to meet all mission challenges for our nation’s
defense. Resources are already either in place or pending final construction to swiftly
accommodate the arrival of the new Brigade and their families. No other U.S installation can
so effectively and quickly meet these needs. Commanders would have an Army unit with
maximum adaptability and capability io meet combat requirements. Soldiers would be able to
focus on their training, knowing that their families are settling into an installation and
community that continues to welcome and accommodate them.

Fort Stewart's strategic location in southeast Georgia makes it easily accessible by
road, rail and sea, Hunter Army Air Field provides a strategic Airbomne Point of Entry for unit
deployment. Movement to ports takes place in hours vice days and weeks. At 280,000 acres,
Fort Stewart is the largest military installation east of the Mississippi River. The Army has
invested some $670 million at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field in the past three years
making it one of the most modern and efficient installations in the nation with additional
construction pending for increased capacity. Training is efficient and cost effective due to the
installation’s digital multipurpose range training complex and other facilities located within
minutes of the cantonment areas. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field also has no
significant environmental impact or encroachment issues. Just this month Fort Stewart and
Hunter Aty Air Field won its fourth Army Community of Excellence installation award.

Accordingly, it is our request that the Department continue as originally planned to
expand growth at Fort Stewart through the assignment of the additional BCT without
adversely affecting the alignment of the current forces stationed at Fort Stewart and Fort
Benning. We urge you to meet with Fort Stewart community leaders in the near future and
permit them the opportunity to directly share their views and additional information on this
issue.

Page 2 of 3
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Thank you for your distinguished service to our nation and thank you for your
consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,

L]

AN

Kingston

Paul Broun
Hank Johnson Nathan Deal

Mo Y ooe 9o

OJohn Lewis

//m Wedodl

Jlm Marshall John Linder

David Scott Tom Price /

Phii Gingrey

Lynn Westmoreland
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SUBCOMMITTEES:
TeRRORISM, NONPROLIFERATION AND TRACE

MIDDLE EAST AND SouTH ASIA

President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500-0003

Dear President Obama,

I am writing in the hope that ybu can clear ~up some confusion regarding the possible placement of detainees
urrently held at Guantanamo Bay Detention Camp. First of all, I would like to applaud your decision to close

~ the prison at Guantanamo Bay—Because-of the actions-of the previous Administration, Guantanamo has become _.___.

a lightning rod for anti-U.S. criticism. Your decision to close the facility sends a signal that will restore U.S.
credibility and build goodwill across the glcbe, glve a boost to our dlplomanc efforts abroad, and make
Amencans safer. -

- Of course, your decmon to close the faclhtywlll require that some difficult choices be made regardmg the

blacement of the 241 detainees currently held there. Like many of my colleagues I want to be sure that those -

 decisions are made with our national security interests placed above all others. That is why I supported an

amendment to the FY2009 Supplemental Appropriations Bill prohibitirig the use of funds to transfer detainees
to the United ‘States until the Administration submits to Congress a comprehensive plan detailing the disposition
of each individual and certifies to the Governor and legislature of each state that the detainees do not pose a
security risk. '

Some members of the Virginia Congressional Delegation have claimed that your Administration has a plan to
house detainees at Marine Corps Base Quantico in Stafford, VA, a facility neighboring my district. As you are
aware, MCB Quantico does maintain a detention facility. Iam sure, however, that you share my view that it is
not the appropriaie place to house detainees awaiting trial or incarcerate those convicted and sentenced in the

' MCB Quantxco is a Level I secure facxhty with 2 maximum potcnual capacity of about 90 inmates. It is not

equipped to house inmates for longer than 90 days and is generally used to temporarily hold inmates awaiting
transfet to-a larger facility. Level I is the lowest tier-in the military correctional system. Level I facilities are
sometimes the equivalent of a local jail. There are at least nine major mllltary prison facilities more secure and
with more capacity than MCB Quantico. Furthermore, MCB Quattico is an open base located just miles from -
residential neighborhoods and, unlike some of our Level I and Level I facilities, does not have a history of
detaining enemy combatants or high-level terrorism suspects. 1 am sure that your Administration has already
determmed that a Level I faclhty such as MCB Quantlco is not the appropnate location for these detamees
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Unlike some of my Republican colleagues, I have the utmost confidence in the men and women of our armed
forces to securely detain these prisoners anywhere in the nation. But I am sure you agree that Level Il or Level
III facilities such as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, WPNSTA, Charleston, SC, or Fort Knox, KY are better
equipped to house these prisoners. Ideally, the Guantanamo detainees will be held in appropriate locations
overseas. But if that is not possible, they should be held in Level II or Level III secure facilities with excess.
capacity and a history of performing this kind of mission. MCB Quantico does not fit those criteria.

Sincerely,

Gerald E. Connolly
. Member of Congress
11" District, Virginia
GC/HA :
cc: Secretary Robert Gates

.- ...Attorney General Eric. Holder, Jr. —— . L i e e e e e
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FAX: (202) 226-0341

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS,
FORESTS AND PUBLIC LANDS

DISTRICT OFFICE: ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

120 FaTHER [JUENAS AVENUE SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS

HAGATIA, GUA 96910 Congress of the Mnited DALY socommse owmman prsonne

{671) 477-427 .
Fae 671) 4772587 House of Representatives

http://www.house.gov/bordallo

May 21, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

T write to respectfully request that you convene a meeting of the Economic
Adjustment Committee (EAC) at the earliest possible convenience and in accordance
with a Government Accountability Office (GAQ) report recommendation from April 9,
2009. Additionally, I would request an opportunity to address the EAC to present issues
related to the military build-up on Guam.

As was stated in the GAO report, more can be done by the Department of Defense
(DoD) to help find ways to address Guam’s civilian infrastructure improvement needs.
Furthenpore, the report stated that senior DoD leadership nceded to engage at the
appropriate levels to help facilitate a successful military build-up. Ibelieve that the DoD,
through the EAC, can better leverage the cooperation of other federal agencies to plan
and budget for civilian infrastructure needs on Guam because of senior and executive
level u}v.olvement in the committee: I appreciate the DoD’s continued support and
recognition of the importance of this program and I want to continue working closely
with the Department to ensure that this build-up is a success for our entire community.

Thank you for your attention to this request. If you have any further questions
regarding this matter please do not hesitate to.contact Mr. Matthew Herrmam at

matthew, hemnann@malugouse gov or at 202-225-1188. B

Sincerely,

Membcr of ngress

ot ,
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May 21, 2009 PHONE: 716-372-2090

Fax: 716-372-2869

Secretary Robert M. Gates
Secretary of War

United States .of America
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-00
Demﬁma%‘\ ;

It has recently come to my attention from multiple sources, including reports from
returning American military personnel, that we have purchased Russian-made helicopters
for the Afghan military. I have been further informed that emergency supplemental
funding may have been used, in addition to annual budgetary funding.

I further understand that this program is a Defense or Department of State-administered
initiative. '

Unless advised to the contrary by you, I intend to publicly discuss what I consider to be
an exceptionally misguided and inappropriate use of United States government funding.
Therefore, I ask to hear from you as quickly as possible.

Very Respectfully,
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CHARLES B. RANGEL REORGE A DALLEY
CHIEF OF STAFF
15T CONGRESSIONAL DisTRicT

New YORrk JAMES E. CAPEL
DISTRICT DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE:
WAYS AND MEANS

JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION
CHAIRMAN

Congress of the Anited States
PHouse of Representatives

May 14, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

I commend your decision to investigate the recent fatal shooting of five service members
at Camp Liberty in Iraq in order to identify shortcomings in mental health care for troops
deployed in war zones.

This incident highlights not only the inherent danger to our deployed troops, even on
their own bases, but the potential psychological consequences of combat stress and
repeated deployments. The incident at Camp Liberty, as well as the growing incidences
of suicide in the ranks, make it clear that more must be done to address the mental and
psychological well-being of our men and women in uniform. The number of cases of
suicide in the military has increased dramatically since the Vietnam War, reaching an all-
time high of 128 cases in 2008.

T am horrified at the thought that the terrible slaughter in Iraq could easily have occurred
in hometown, U.S.A. I agree with the calls for expansion of psychological testing during
deployments in war zones. But I believe it is equally important to provide for intensive
mandatory psychological evaluations of members of the armed forces immediately prior
to separation as a precautionary step in the trausition to civilian life.

As a veteran of the Korean War, I have expcﬁenced the difficulty of transitioning to the

real world after a stint in combat. The situation is worse today. That is why I have
introduced legislation (H.R. 1963) which would require all those separating from active =
duty to receive counseling in how to repackage their military skills, where and how to S
find employment, along with physical and psychological testing. The growing incidences —
of post-separation domestic violence, PTSD and suicide, demands that we do more for §§
those who have contributed so much to our country. ==
o
I strongly urge you to expand your Camp Liberty investigation in order to determine the "g
need for this universal mandatory approach. It seems clear to me that dealing with the E
difficulties of earning a living in a shrinking economy is increasingly fraught with =
uncertainty and stress, such as we've never seen before. e
WASHINGTON OFFicg DisTRICT OFFicE
O 2354 Raveusn House Orrice Buiping O 163 WesT 1267H STREET
WasHingTON, DC 26515-3215 New York, NY 10027
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
May 14, 2009
Page 2

Mr. Secretary, with full appreciation for your commitment to the welfare of our troops, I
am prepared to work with you, Chairman Ike Skelton, and Chairman John Murtha to find
ways to address these issues.

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

CBR/kij
Enclosure;
cc: Hon
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Hon. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about the Department of Defense Health
Information Technology (Health IT) systems. The committee has long expressed concern about

how the department has managed its Health IT systems, and recent events have only deepened
those fears.

A joint hearing on the Department of Defense Health IT systems was held on March 24,
2009, by the subcommittee on Military Personnel, with oversight responsibility for the Military
Health System, and the subcommittee on Terrorism and Unconventional Threats and
Capabilities, with oversight responsibility for Department of Defense Information Technology
programs. At that hearing, we heard from the military services about the difficulties they have
encountered with Heaith IT systems, specifically problems with the system known as AHLTA.
We were encouraged that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs and his staff
agreed that there are serious problems with the Health IT systems. We were further encouraged
when they presented what appeared to be an ambitious and comprehenswe plan to overhaul the
system that would address all of the issues raised by the services and would provide the best
Health IT system possible for the department’s beneficiaries.

At that hearing, we were assured that the Department was committed to moving forward
with their proposed solution, but that cost details could not be discussed because both the Fiscal
Year 2009 supplemental request and the Fiscal Year 2010 budget request were still in
preparation.

During our review of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget justification materials, we were
surprised to find no mentien of the plan referenced by Health Affairs during the March hearing.
Further, a review of the Fiscal Year 2009 supplemental request did not turn up any mention of
the proposed solution. Most recently, in testimony during the May 15, 2009, hearing on the:
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Defense Health Program budget, the Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for

Health Affairs and the Chief Information Officer failed to provide any additional insight into the
cost of the proposed solution.

We find this troubling. It calls into question the ability of the department to deliver on
the commitments made by Health Affairs during the March hearing, as well as the promise of a
Joint Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record recently amnounced by you and Secretary Shinseki, at
least for health information. We therefore respectfully request that you look into the situation
and report back to the committee with the actual status and content of any plan or strategy to
improve the Department of Defense Health IT systems, as well as projected costs and a budget
submission schedule. We look forward to discussing your findings.

Very truly yours,

.o . Q Joe Wilson
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Military Personne)

Jeet Miller
Ranking Member

a

hairman
Subcommittee on Terrorism
Unconventional Threats and Capabilities

SD/AS/IW/IM:dk
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June 2, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Room 3E880

Washington DC. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Last week | had the opportunity to visit with our military and civilian leaders in both Iraq
and Afghanistan. | was able to spend time talking to some of our troops and with members of
our diplomatic corps-as well. | was deeply impressed with the unwavering dedication of all of
our young men and women who serve our nation during such difficult times and under such
challenging circumstances.

This was my first frip back to Iraq since having served with the United States Marine Corps in al
Anbar province from August 2005 to March 2006. No doubt, | was deeply impressed with the
progress that has been made and I’'m confident that we are now on our way to bringing our
direct involvement in Iraq to a just conclusion.

However, | am deeply disturbed by what | saw in Afghanistan. There is little question that the
focus of the main effort, since 2003, has been with Iraq and that we are only now shifting our
attention to Afghanistan.

In neglecting Afghanistan, the radical elements of the Afghan Taliban have regained a strong
foothold in the country. They have been able to deny the government of Afghanistan the
security necessary for the political process to move forward and have caused much of the
population to lose faith with their nascent representative government.

Mr. Secretary, we’ve made enough mistakes already in Afghanistan that have allowed the once-
defeated enemy to reemerge and dominate whole provinces. It's time we were honest with
the American people about the true cost of what it will take to win this war.

I'm reminded of how we reversed the situation in Iraq. General David Petraeus is credited with
devising and executed a strategy commonly referred to as the “surge.” The surge had two
primary components that were at the heart of the strategy. The first part was increasing U.S
troop strength from 140,000 to 160,000 and the second was a redeployment of our forces from
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the larger more secure base camps, located outside of Iraqi population centers, to smaller
forward operating bases within their communities. The surge provided enough security to
allow the political process to move forward and thus gave Iraq a level of stability that now
permits the United States and our coalition partners to proceed with a phased withdrawal from
the country.

Afghanistan has no history of effective governance, has a larger and equally diverse population
than Iraq, is physically a larger county than Iraq, and has a determined resurgent enemy. Yet
when you add together our projected troop strength, military advisors and trainers {68,000)
along with the contributions from our coalition partners in Afghanistan (32,000), it all comes
out to a number that is far less than the commitment we made in Iraq during the surge in 2007
when Coalition Forces in Iraq totaled 168,000 plus 14,000 from our coalition partners. Equally
troubling is the current plan’s increase in Afghan security forces, both police and army, to
216,000 which is far less than the 615,000 total that is currently serving in Iraq.

While the Pakistan Army is now launching offensive operations against their indigenous
Pakistani Taliban, they have shown little enthusiasm, if any, for confronting the Afghan Taliban
on their side of the border who enjoy a safe haven critical to their success.

When | questioned you and Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, ata
hearing of the House Armed Services Committee about the projected resources dedicated to
Afghanistan, Admiral Mullen answered that once we get into the mission, we will have an
opportunity to reassess what we need.

Mr. Secretary, | think that it is obvious that there are not sufficient resources dedicated to
winning the war in Afghanistan and that each day we move forward without a sufficient plan is
a day that prolongs this war and unnecessarily increases the number of our young men and
women who are either killed or wounded.

My guess is that senior officials within the Department of Defense probably already know that
the plan is inadequate but they are fearful that it will be unpopular to put out larger
requirements and reverse the goal of giving our troops a longer dwell time between
deployments. It would also force reconsideration of the three additional Army brigade combat
teams that were initially planned for but were cut out of the Administration’s new Defense
budget.



Mr. Secretary, again, by not putting in the necessary resources to win in Afghanistan, we are
continuing the same old policies of dragging out a war that has already gone on for too long
and has cost too many lives.

The right thing to do may not be the best decision politically for the Administration, but it is the
best decision on behalf of those whom we are asking to serve in Afghanistan.

Sincerely,

Jow Ol

Mike Coffman
Member of Congress
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June 1, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

US Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

As you continue your visits to Elmendorf Air Force Base and Ft. Gree]y. 1 write to urge
you to recongider funding the construction of Missile Field Two and the ﬁelng of the final
fourteen Ground Based Interceptors at Ft. Greely, Alaska and to continue funding procurement
of the F-22 Raptor until final publication of the next Mobility Capability Study and the 2010
Quadrennial Defense Review,

We are sending the wrong message to our enemies by stopping the placement of these
interceptors. North Korea continues to build its missile capabilities and is now able to launch a
missile capable of hitting any place in the United States. As they showed by threatening to l.m!d
more nuclear and missile tests, North Korea’s test of a two stage Intercontinental Ballistic
Missile (ICBM) on April 5th of this year was only the beginning. They have begun to restore
their nuclear reactor, tested numerous short range missiles and a nuclear weapon and are
preparing to test another ICBM. All of this has occurred since your announcement that we
would not finish fielding the Ground Based Interceptors at Ft. Greely.

While thirty interceptors may be enough to counter the current threat from North Korea,
it is clear that it will not be enough in the future and these interceptors will need to bfa ﬁeld'cdlto
ensure our ability to counter all missile threats from Rogue Nations. Before capping st:snle _
Field Two, it is important that the realities of construction in the Interior of Alaska be taken into
consideration. Due to the Arctic climate, permafrost and extreme temperatures, the consz:mcnon
scason is significantly shorter in Alaska than it is in the Lower 48 States. Pv.tttmg off -
construction now may not leave enough time to complete construction of Missile Field Two
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Also, as you have seen at Elmendorf Air Force Base, the F-22 Raptor is and will continue
to be an important platform for ensuring air dominance for our military. For that reason, I
believe it is a mistake to cap the mumber of F-22s purchased by the Air Force at 187. Having
seen the F-22 fighters stationed at Elmendorf Air Force Base, I believe the F-22 is the best
fighter in the world now and will remain the best fighter for the next twenty years. It i§ the only
5th Generation fighter that has been fielded. And there are already situations in _wlfuch a 4th
Generation fighter like the F-15 or F-16 would be unable to operate in due to sophisticated and
lethal air defense systems like the SA-20 and S-300/400. Stopping production now, yvhe.n the
first F-35 squadrons won't be fully formed until 2013, will leave a critical vulnerability in the
Air Force’s ability to provide air dominance.

Of course, 1 understand that fighters with the capabilities of the F-22 are gxpensive,
which is why it makes sense 1o field a fleet made up of both F-22s and the less expensive F-35s,
Prior to lowering the number of F-22s due to the budget crunch caused by the Global War on
Terror, the Air Force was going to purchase 381 F-22s and approximately 1,800 F-35s. 'thle
the F-35 does not have the capabilities of the F-22, it is still more than capable of for'mmg the
backbone of the fighter fleet with the help of the F-22. The F-22 is the advanced, clearing force
and the F-35 is the holding force and their capabilities and procurement numbers reflect that. It
is not an either/or situation—both planes are necessary for the Air Force to continue to control
the skies.

Even with a proper mix, however, a fleet of 183 F-22s is not enough to deter or meet the
potential threats facing our country. Once training, maintenance and tests are fat:‘tored in to that
number, it leaves only 100 fighters available, There have been over 30 air campaign studies over
the last 15 years that showed a requirement for far more than 183 F-22s to replace a ﬂeqt of over
800 F-15s. And with so few F-22s, the planes will be used more often, they will age quw:kly and
they will not be available for all of the missions which they could be used for. And since the
production line will be shut down, the Air Force will have to choose between using plapcs !l]at
aren’t as well suited for missions or restarting production at significant costs. That situation will,
more likely than not, leave the United States in the same vulnerable position it is in now, with
rapidly aging planes and an Air Force that is unable to establish air dominance with minimal loss
of planes and people the way it has over the past S0 years,

Assuming that we will not face threats which will require the capabilities of the F-22 to
meet is a dangerous decision that we will regret. By procuring 243 F-22s, the amount that most
Air Force threat studies have shown to be necessary, we will ensure that we will not only ha}ve
enough F-22s to meet all threats, but we will prevent threats from becoming reality by ensuring
that many countries decide that fighting the United States is not worth the drastic losses our Air
Force will inflict.




Thank you again for taking the time to come to Alaska and tour our military installations.
The men and women that serve in Alaska are among the best in the world and I am proud to
represent them in Congress. [ hope you will continue to do everything in your power to provide
them with the necessary equipment and support for them to continue to protect our country
everyday and I Jook forward to working with you in the future to ensure our military remains the
best the world has ever seen.

erely,

P

DON YOUNG
Congressman For All Adaska
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June 3, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C.

Secretary Gates: -

_ Last year I had the pleasure of introducing the leadership of Camp Lejeune o Caroline
_Ca.mnw for Service. Together, they have successfully implemented a program that utilizes the
inmates at the brig fo train dogs 1o assist wounded personnel returning from Operation Iragi
?reedom and Operation Enduring Freedom, This program benefits the rehabilitation of both the
inmate and the wounded Marine.

(.'Jare for our wounded veterans may take many forms. The program at Camp Lejeune
may train these animals to perform up to 80 functions. Dogs may also be trained to provide
mobthy to the disabled and bring a dsgree of nonmalcy to an individual’s life. In addition, these
dogs give unconditional love and loyalty to the people they serve.

The program at Camp Lejeunc’s brig is unique and has gained the attention of many
around the nation. 1 believe the Department of Defense would benefit from replicating this
program at other appropriate installations. I would encourage you to determine if this effort

could be axpanded to other bases.
' SWy,
Walter B. Jones

Member of Congress
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June 3, 2009
Mz, Elizabeth King VIA Facsimile (703-693-5530)
Assistant Secretary of Defense URGENT MEMBER REQUEST
Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
- 1300 Defense Pentagon

Wasghington, DC 20301-1300
Dear Ms. King:

In 1985, Public Law 99-145 created the National Science Center to stimulate interest and
increase the math and science proficiency of our nation’'s students, Beginning as a partnership
between the U.S. Department of the Army and the National Science Center Inc., funding has
been allocated until fiscal year 2010, discontinuing at that point due to budget constraints.

The Tenth Congressional District of Georgla, which I represent, is home to the only National :
Science Center Discovery Academy in the nation, Without continued fimding, the mission of the
Center, to promote science, technology, engineering, and mathematics education throughout the
nation, will become extremely difficult to fulfill. As a ranking member on the Committee on
Science and Technology and as a physician, T understand the importance of educating our
children in these crucial subjects and stand in support of the Center’s mission.

With this, I am requesting the assistance of your agency in finding funding avenues available to
assist the National Science Center. Specifically, the Center is interested in grants and pubhc-.
private partnezship opportunities, I would appreciate your written response ag to the manner in
which your agency can assist the Center. This initiative is of the highest importance to my office
and I would greatly appresiate an expedited response to this matter. I am enclosing documents
which further deseribe the mission and history of the National Science Center. If you have any
questions please do not hesitate to contact my Grants Coordinator, Nicole Acevedo, at 706-447-

3857.
Warm Regards,
Paul C. Broun, M.D,
Member of Congress
Encl, as stated
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June 4, 2009
Secretary Robert Gates
Department of Defense

The Pentagon Office of The Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to you regarding a recent decision by Dr. Shirley Miles, the Director of the
Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA), to increase middle school class sizes and
remove kindergarten classroom aides throughout DoDEA schools. I urge you to reexamine this
policy and move to ensure our students get the attention they need for success in the 21st
Century. Study after study has demonstrated that smaller classes i improve learning and increase
academic achievement, especially in the early grades. Military children, in particular, need.
special attention to address the challenges of frequent moves and parents who are deployed Itis
unacceptable to shortchange our students by i mcreasmg class size.

As the only former state schools chief serving in Congress, I know firsthand how
important it is to have quality teachers who can address the needs of each individual child.
Education is the key to the future for our children, and class size is a critical component of
making sure that our schools provide the best possible learning environment for our students.
According to the research by the U.S. Department of Education, reducing class size is one of
only four reforms that have been shown to increase student achievement. There are also health,
safety, and socialization benefits to smaller class sizes and reduced pupil-to-teacher ratios (PTR).
Yet the DoDEA’s decision moves our schools in the opposite direction, increasing the student-
to-adult ratio in kindergarten from 14.5:1 to 18:1, and increasing the PTR for middle school from
16:1 to 25:1. This plan shortchanges our students and will reduce our schools’ effectiveness.

Eight elementary schools and one junior high school in my district would be affected by |
these changes. Albritton Junior High School stands to lose 12 teachers. While the elementary
schools would gain 8 teachers on paper, the elimination of dedicated teacher’s aides for
kindergarten classrooms means a significant reduction in classroom overSJght and effective
pupil-to-teacher ratios. This is the wrong direction for our schools to be going, and it contradicts
both good pedagogy and parent and student needs.. In DoDEA's recent customer service: survey,
parents and students both indicated then' behef that lowering class sizes was one of the most
important things that could be done to 1mprove DoD schools o SR :
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Secretary Robert Gates
May 29, 2009
Page 2

Research shows that in the early years classes with 13 to 17 students achieve better
results. The Federal goal is to have class sizes no larger than 18, and best practices for
kindergarten call for class sizes to be limited to 12. Iurge you work towards this goal in DoD
schools and ensure that our military children get the attention they need in the classroom. Thank
you in advance for your attention to this issue.

Siilcerely,

Bob Etheridge
Member of Congress

BE:dw
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June 2, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn, IIT
Deputy Secretary of Defense

1010 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E944
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Lynn,

I write to respectfully request that a meeting of the Economic Adjustment Committee
(EAC) be convened this month to help address the pressing civilian infrastructure requirements
and other budget concerns relating to the implementation of the military build-up on Guam.

L urge you and senior officials at the Department of Defense (DOD) to move forward in
scheduling and planning this next EAC meeting without delay. A recent Government
Accountability Office (GAO) report dated April 9, 2009, recommends that DOD regularly
convene meetings of the full executive-level EAC to coordinate interagency planning and
assistance for the Government of Guam. As stated in the GAO report, DOD concurred with this
recommendation. Much work remains under-an aggressive and constrained timeline for the
military build-up on Guam to be implemiented successfuily. A meeting of the EAC this month is
important for timely and improved coordination among federal agencies with the Government of
Gualp. This coordination is needed to successfully budget for and satisfy identified program
requirements.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request.
: Sincerclj,

MADELEINEZ, BORDALLO
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June 5, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

I write to raise an issue with you regarding the efforts of my Subcommittee staff
to schedule a briefing with the Department of Defense. The staff has been attempting for
over two months to schedule a briefing with the appropriate Department officials to
gather information about U.S. global defense posture. To date, they have not received a
satisfactory response. Please accept this letter as a formal request for your assistance in
facilitating this briefing.

My staff is seeking information on both past and future plans for U.S. overseas
basing strategy. Specifically, I have tasked the Subcommittee staff with reporting on:

* management of the U.S. global defense posture;

= the total size, shape, and cost of the U.S. overseas military footprint;

= recent activity related to realignment or redeployment of overseas forces;
and

» future plans to review the global defense posture, particularly in the
context of the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review.

It is my understanding that the Office of the Under Secretary for Policy and the
Office of the Deputy Under Secretary for Installations and Environment are the most
relevant offices for this inquiry.

At my direction, my staff initiated contact with the Department on this issue on
March 31, 2009. Afier contacting the Department again on April 17, 2009, the assigned
action officer within the Office of Legislative Affairs informed them that the Department
needed an additional two weeks to address the request, due to the need to focus on
hearings being held by other congressional committees. After honoring that request, the

’ OSD 06557
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staff contacted the Department at least five times both by phone and by email b.ctween
May 13 and May 26, 2009. In each of these communications the Department simply
requested more time.

1 do not believe this to be an unreasonable request, but my Subcommittee staff has
expended an incredible amount of effort to facilitate this briefing. At this point, I feel
compelled to request your attention to this matter in the interest of expediting a response.
I request a response from the Department no later than Friday, June 12, 2009, Thank you
for your kind attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

F .

John F. Tierney

Chairman
Subcommittee on National Security
and Foreign Affairs
cc:  Rep. Jeff Flake
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security
and Foreign Affairs



Haney Pelost
Spoaker of the House

June 1, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of April 30, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009, The following
Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable Ed Pastor, Chairman (D-AZ) and Mrs. Verma Pastor
The Honorable Gabrielle Giffords, Vice Chairman (D-AZ)

The Honorable Devin Nunes (R-CA)

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren (D-CA)

The Honorable Silvestre Reyes (D-TX) and Mrs. Carolina Reyes
The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva (D-AZ)

The Honorable Henry Cuellar (D-TX)

The Honorable Jared Polis (D-CO)

Mr. Peter Quilter, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs

Dr. Kay A. King, Director, Office of Interparliamentary Affairs

Mr. Jim Farr, Finance Clerk, House Committee on Foreign Affairs

Ms. Samantha Goldstein, Staff Assistant, House Committee on Foreign Affairs

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
- N Y PELOSI
o Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives ' ’ OSD 0666
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June 2, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of June 1, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to

Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. In addition to those
previously listed, the following persons are authorized to travel:

CcC:

The Honorable Bob Filner (D-CA) and Mrs. Jane Merrill
In addition, the following persons have been invited to travel with the delegation:

Ms. June Beittel, CRS detailes to House Committee on Foreign Affairs
Ms. Irene Bruno, Interpreter, Department of State

Ms. Teresa Willett, Interpreter, Department of State

Ms. Isabel Mangan, Interpreter, Department of State

Ms. Olivia Reinshagen-Hernandez, Interpreter, Department of State
Ms. Barbara Phillips, Interpreter, Department of State

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely, .
NANCY PELDSI
‘Speaker

The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 06661-09
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA
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PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND @nmm] tt{[ un gl] l]l‘upnm] m‘ls MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS

MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIOA

LUCHLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA . DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA

SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA m h BE A JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS as l“gtﬂ“ ’ 205] 5 60] 5 RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA

CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA JO BONNER, ALABAMA

gHAKA FQT;(;?‘ :"ENNSVLVANIA STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, GHIO
TEVEN HMAN, NEW JERSEY TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA Ju.ne 2’ 2009

MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS ;

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA CLEAK AND STAFF DIRECTOR

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA TELEPHONE:

STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 1202) 226-2771

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND

BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN 7. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C.W. Bill Young, Rodney
Frelinghuysen, and Jo Bonner, members of the Committee on Appropriations and Tom
McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel on a
C OPEI. led by Parker Griffith to Paris and Normandy, France during the approximate time
period of June 12-15, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to attend the Paris Air Show and meeting
with government and business executives to discuss acrospace and defense issues of mutual
interest and to attend a wreath laying ceremony.

Neces_sal.-y expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
i}i{)g;(a;;propnanons available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the. Department assist in making
v.{hart:%rer arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military
aircraft.

Sincerely,

due

David R. Obey
Chairman

(=)
‘)
i~
NS

Y

Q
7))
o

i

i

[ IIHI




VG/U2/09  14:18 FAX 3052203291 ROS-LEHT INEN-DU @oul

hntp:iforsignaffoirs.house.goviminarsity/republicans.htm

]

PLEASE RESPOND TQ:
" 2470 RAVRUAN HOUSE OFRCE BULDING
wasHingTon, DC 20515~0818
{202) 225-39at
Fax: (202) 225-5620
htpu/iwww. house.govirog-lshtinen

RankinGg MEMBER:
COMMITTEE ON FORE!GN AFFAIRS

www.]wimr.quirl
www.youtube.convileanarcsichtinen

Congress of the Enited States Dempromc
PBouse of Wepresentatives o o
{305) 6682285
ILEAI\!ﬁ“ ngmsm-’tgyopNEN Fax: (305) 685-6870
(] MONROE COUNTY:
{3051 $04-7769
. May 11, 2009 o Mm?m
Mr. Robert Wilkie . :
Assistance Secretary of Defense for
Legislative Affairs
1300 Desense Pentagon
Washington D.C. 20301 In reply refer to: 2064549mg
Dear Mr. Wilkie:

Mrs Gladys Valdes has contacted my Congressional district office regarding her
need to have the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Small Business Administration
review and certify her company solicitations as soon as possible.

Mrs. Vaides states that she is the owner of Ibiley Manufacturing Corporation, a
small Hispanic business located in Miami, Florida. Her company has been manufacturing
military uniforms for the DOD since September of 2001. Presently, most of her
solicitations, and specifically SPM1CI-09-R0033 and M6785409R3000, have not yet been
certified. As soon as these solicitations are assigned to her, she could bring back to work
120 of her employess who are currently receiving unemployment. I am enclosing a copy of
Mrs. Valdes' comrespondence which containg details regarding this case.

Mrs Valdez respectfully requests that the

- DOD and the SBA cenify her
solicitations withouth delay, consistent with all2 i

IRL/mg Member of Congress
cc: Mr. Guy Torres, Director )

SBA, HUB-Zone

409 3 St. Sw 8" Floor

Washington D.C. 20416.

cc: Ms. Gladys Valdes
Tbiley Manufacturing Corporation
1927 West Flager St
Miami, Florida 33135
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CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

Congress of the Wnited States

Rouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, DE 20515-6015

June 4, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODO TIAHAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSQURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILUNGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS A. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
1202} 225-27171

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE
JOHN T. 5ALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Adam Schiff and The Honorable Steve
Israel, members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time
period of June 26, 2009 - July 3, 2009, to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia. The Honorable
Cliff Stearns, The Henorable Solomon Ostiz, The Honorable Darrell Isa, The Honorable Gene
Green,‘ and The Honorable Donald Manzullo will participate in the CODEL under separate
authorization. The purpose of this trip is to meet with government and non-government officials,
assess aid programs and policies, and discuss security issues facing the region.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

fr;)(r)r; {a;;propriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making

whataej\{cr arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military
aircr.

Sincerely,

e
David R. Obey
Chairman
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

On March 23rd, I wrote to you asking you to review your Department’s
policy on outsourcing and suggesting that you halt A-76 studies pending the Office
of Management and Budget’s (OMB’s) review of the A-76 program pending the
Office of Management and Budget’s review of the A-76 program. I requested a
prompt reply.

I was disappointed with the response that I received on April 28" from your
former Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics which largely
restated the facts contained in my letter to you. The response also stated that the
“Department is reviewing the current (A-76) program”. This response appears to
misstate what is indeed occurring within the Defense Department and does not
address my concems.

Originally, the OMB Circular A-76 process was to be used as a tool to
determine the most efficient source for performing “commercial” work — either in
the public or private sector. The use of the OMB Circular A-76 process was
extensively criticized by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in two
2008 reports. According to GAQ, the OMB guidance for the A-76 process was
flawed. As a result, there may have been inadequate tracking of costs and savings .
but moreover, there are serious concerns that agencies, particularly DoD, had
started privatization studies in response to arbitrary targets. Moreover, the DoD
Inspector General has found that an OMB error in the A-76 calculation of
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Honorable Robert Gates
June 9, 2009
Page Two

“overhead” could wrongly and unfairly result in the outsourcing of workload.
However, DoD has recently used OMB A-76 to push more and more work into the
private sector. Indeed, in fiscal year 2008, DoD more than doubled spending for
contractor provided services compared to the amount it spent a decade ago but
your Department has been unable to answer basic questions such as how many
contractors and subcontractors there are and their average salaries.

To halt the continued conversion of functions to contractor performance
until the Administration could conduct a thorough review of its a-76 policy, the
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a government-wide
moratorium on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. In addition, the
President has announced a broader review of “...when governmental outsourcing
for services is and is not appropriate...” Yet, the Defense Department is
continuing to move forward with numerous public-private competition studies that
were in progress before the moratorium took effect, and without further validation
of estimated savings, to include converting government functions to contractors.

Therefore I once again, strongly this time, recommend that you immediately
suspend all ongoing activities related to OMB Circular A-76 studies, including the
conversion of functions performed by federal employees to contractor performance
and I recommend that you do so for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2009.

I once again request a prompt response from you to this letter.
Respectfully,
(\' _/Qw p \MA_/\-—'
P. Murtha

airman
Defense Subcommittee
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates A CAVEALE
Secretary ! YPSILANTI, Ml 40197
Department of Defense PRI
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

T am writing with regard to media reports on the actions of Defense Department (DOD) contractors in
Afghanistan. Of particular concern is an alleged incident involving employees of Paravant, a subsidiary
of the private security contractor currently known as Xe, formerly known as Blackwater Worldwide.
Paravant is owned by Erik Prince, founder, owner, and former Chief Executive Officer of Blackwater. It
has been widely reported that on May 5, 2009, four off-duty Paravant employees opened fire on Afghan
civilians. One of the Afghans died and two others were injured in the shooting,

On May 19, 2009, U.S. military spokesman, Lt, Col. Chris Kubik, stated that Paravant violated the terms
of its contract with DOD, which bars contractors® employees from carrying the types of firearms used in
the shooting and from possessing any firearms outside of training settings. The employees allege that
Paravant supplied them the guns, which also violated the terms of the contract,

The State Department decided not to renew its contract with Blackwater Worldwide (now Xe) aﬂer_ the
Iraqi Government, in January 2009, refused to renew its operating license. The Iraqgi govemmgnt cited
the company’s involvement in a 2007 shooting incident in Baghdad in which 17 innocent civilians were
killed as a reason for its decision. Fallout from that incident prompted Mr. Prince to resign from
Blackwater Worldwide in March 2009 and change the company’s name to Xe, Collectively, five of the
contractors involved in the September 2007 Baghdad shooting have been charged by the U.S, Depart of
Justice with 14 counts of manslaughter, 20 counts of attempted manslavghter, and one count of using a
machine gun to commit a crime of violence. A sixth Blackwater employee pleaded guilty in December of
2008 to charges of voluntary manslaughter and attempt to commit manslaughter.

In light of the serious nature of the alleged crime on May 5, 2009, and other reports on Blackwater_/Xe’s
recklessness in the use of force against civilians, I believe DOD may wish to review its contract with
Paravant. The following questions relate to the ability of DOD to terminate its contract with Paravant and
to review the past performance of a contractor and its employees in determining the award of a future
contract under the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR). Please provide answers to the following
questions by July 8, 2009:

1. The FAR sets forth the policies and procedures for termination of federal contracts for default or
for the convenience of the government, 48 CFR § 49.000 et seq. “The Government has a
contractual right to completely or partially terminate a contract for default because of the i
contractor’s actual or anticipated failure to perform its contractual obligations.” 48 C.F.R. § |
49.401 (a). Should the government wish to terminate the contract for default, it “is not Iliable for
the contractor’s costs on undelivered work and is entitled to the repayment of advance and
progress payments, if any, applicable to that work.” 48 CFR § 49.402-2 (a).

THIS MAILING WAS PREPARED, PUBLISHED, AND MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXPENSE
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Given the failure of Paravant to comply with the terms of its contract, does DOD plan to
terminate Paravant's contract for default?

. The government may also terminate a contract for convenience when it is not in default but has

failed to perform due to causes beyond the control or fault of the contractor, or when continued
performance by the contractor is no longer in the best interest of the government. 48 CF.R. §
49.401 (b). Termination for the convenience of the government spares the contractor financial
hardship by providing fair compensation “for the work done and the preparations made for the
terminated portions of the contract, including a reasonable allowance for profit,” 48 C.F.R. §
49.201 (a). .

If DOD will not be terminating Paravant’s contract for default, does it plan to terminate
Paravant’s contract for convenience?

Subpart 9.000 of the FAR “prescribes policies, standards, and procedures for determining
whether prospective contractors and subcontractors are responsible.” The FAR’s policy states that
the Government may only enter into contracts with responsible companies. 48 C.F.R. § 9.103 (a)
For the contract to be awarded, the contractor must “affirmatively demonstrate its responsibility,
including, when necessary, the responsibility of its proposed subcontractors.” 48, C.F.R. § 9.103
(c). Determination of whether a contractor is responsible is based on several criteria, including
the contractor’s having a satisfactory performance record, 48. C.F.R. § 9.104-1 (c), and having a
satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics. 48. CF.R. § 9.104-1 (d). :

Agencies may consider the past conduct or performance of key employees of prospective
contractors when assessing whether contractors have satisfactory performance records, or
satisfactory records of integrity and business ethics, in making responsibility determinations.
Comp. Gen. Dec. B-165915, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-248572, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-211333, Comp.
Gen. Dec. B-210390, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-205602, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-204928; Comp. Gen. Dec.
B-202325, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-270849, Comp. Gen. Dec, B-251533. .

Given the past performance of Blackwater/Xe's CEQ and owner, and its employees, why did
DOD find Paravant sufficiently responsible to be awarded a contract?

On April 6, 2009, you released a statement in which you called for reshaping the way the Pentagon does
business, including an overhaul of its approach to contracting. In addition to questioning the Pentagon’s
contract with a specific private security contractor, I believe this letter provides a strong case for
reovaluating the Pentagon’s relationship with private security contractors overall. Thank you in advance
for your attention to the matter. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me or
have your staff contact Erica Fein at (202) 225-4071.

With every good wish,

John D. Dingell
Member of Congress



CHARLES B. RANGEL, NEW YORK,
CHAIRMAN

FORTNEY PETE STARK, CALIFOANIA
SANDER M. LEVIN, MICHIGAN

JIM McOERMOTT, WASHINGTON
JOHN LEWIS, GEORGIA

RICHARD E. NEAL. MASSACHUSETTS
JOHN S. TANNER, TENNESSEE
XAVIER BECERRA. CALIFORNIA
LLOYD DOGGETT, TEXAS

EARL POMERDY, NORTH DAKOTA
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LINDA. T. SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
BRIAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK

JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY

JANKE

MAYS,
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

Congress of the Wnited States
N.5. House of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

1102 LongwoRTH House OFFICE BURDING
(202) 225-3625

Washington, D 20515-6348
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June 12, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

U.3. Departmerit of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN
WALLY HERGER, CALIFORNIA

RIC , VIRGINI
JOHN LINDER, GEORGIA
DEVIN NUNES, CALIFORNIA
PATRICK J. TIBER), CHIO
GINNY BROWN-WAITE, RRORIDA
GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY
DAVID G. REICHERT, WASHINGTON
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR., LOUISIANA
DEAN HELLER, NEVADA
PETER .. ROSKAM, ILLINOIS

JON TRAUB,
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

This letter is to authorize Congressman Geoff Davis (R-KY) to participate
on the CODEL being led by Rep. Howard Berman (D-CA), to Moscow, Russia.
This travel will take place during the period of Saturday, June 27 through
Wednesday, July 1, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session during

this time.

The purpose of this trip is to meet with government and non-government
officials to discuss the future of U.S.— Russia bilateral trade relations, energy,
as well as examine current domestic politics.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by :

31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/jg
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May 29, 2009
Honorable William Gates
Secretary of Defense
U.S. Department of Defense
Washington D.C.
Dear Secretary Gates,

One of the unfortunate and enduring legacies of Operation Iragi Freedom (OIF) and
Operstion Enduring Freedom (OEF) is the fragile psychological health of our returning
servicemembers. Traumatic stress, both physical and psychological may not manifest
itself for many months or years, and yet its latent symptoms can negatively affect
soldiers, their families, and their communities long after their return from deployment.
The psychological health of our returning servicemembers will continue to result in a
serious undercurrent of health care demands to the Department of Defense (DoD) and the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).

The North Texas region has both urban areas and vast rural areas. We have an unusually
large number of refurning servicemembers and are beginning to experience serious gaps
in the responsiveness of the health care system to their known and future needs. In the Ft
Worth and Dallas metropolitan area we have seen families and servicemembers in crisis
who are coming to the Tarrant County private and public university-based mental health
clinics, emergency departments, and hospitals, As you know, a recent RAND Corp study
estimates that 1 in 5 servicemembers who served in OEF and OIF have PTSD, but only 1
out of 2 who are in need of behavioral health care seek it, so we know firsthand that a
large challenge looms in our region.

There are several chatlenges to our servicemembers, their families and the psychological
health care system in the North Texas region. As we enter the eighth year of OEF and
OIF, we cannot wait any longer to provide comprehensive solutions to these challen.g.es
so that we can begin to integrate and assimilate our returning warriors and their families
back into civilian life. The challenges faced include:

Lack of education and outreach to the community so that returning servicemembers and
their families understand the range of services available and how to access them;

EMAIL ME BY VISITING KAYGRANGER.HOUSE.GOV/CONTACTME
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Lack of access to behavioral health care providers. TRICARE coverage is often Jimited
and difficult to navigate, some providers accept TRICARE while others do not, and
many insyrance policies cover only a limited number of visits, which are often too few to
address deep seated, potentially life threatening conditions that need longer freatment
protocols to resolve;

A lack of regional data on the size and scope of the challenge in our area, which is
critical to help financially strapped municipalities and organizations properly allocate
resources to help public university-based, county, and rural- based mental health clinics,
emergency departments, and hospitals;

The lack of education for our primary care physicians, who are out first line of defense
and referral in the community and who need to be educated in the nuances of military life
as well as understanding the symptoms of stress disorders, separation anxicty, depression
and hostility;

And finally and most importantly, the huge lack of behavioral health care providers
(psychiatrists, psychologists, etc) in DOD and VA, This is without question the most
critical issue in the care and psychelogical treatment of our returning servicemembers and
their families. This is the one challenge which the DOD and VA will not {(and cannot)
solve in the near future. As the Acting Assistant Secretary for Health Affairs stated
before the House Department of Defense Appropriations Subcommittee on March 3,
2009, there are simply not encugh psychological health professionals available in DOD
and the VA to treat the number of service members and families that have been impacted
by both wars

Forseeing tliese challenges, the Congress inserted language in the FY 2009 Department
of Defense Appropriations bill that directed the Department to, ... make funds available
for projects and programs throughout the United States that (1) serve a high population of
returning service members (2) encompass large urban and rural areas (3) have an existing
infrastructure that utilizes a combination of local mental health associations, community
support networks, private sector mental health care provider networks, and universities
for purposes of enhancing the local access, delivery, education and outreach of mental
health services for returning service members and their families...”.

In the past 20 months, Congress has provided over $1 Billion to the Department pf
Defense for the psychological health care of our servicemembers and their families. I
have the utmost respect and admiration for the good men and women at the Department
who are doing their best to provide treatment to our soldiers under difficult
circumstances. But the Department faces a task which calls for selutions now, not in the
distant future. Seminars, websites and webinars are simply not a substitute for direct one-
on-one contact with professional behavioral heaith care providers.

In the North Texas region, we have developed precisely the model that was identified in
the FY 2009 DoD Appropriations legislation. This initiative led by the University of
North Texas Health Science Center (UNTHSC) in Fort Worth, (which has one of the




largest behavioral health care programs in the state) has the psychological health
professionals already in place to handle the challenges for our region. UNTHSC and its
team have partners and contracts throughout the North Texas region for training health
and behavioral health professionals, providing mental health services to the communities,
and has a large network of referral sources across both urban and rural areas. UNTHSC
has affiliations with the VA and other military organizations, as well as with private and
public hospital and outpatient providers. In fact, UNTHSC has provided to me an
excellent proposal to rapidly address the growing issues of education, outreach and
training as well as providing screening, treatment and referral services to our returning
servicemembers and their families. This proposal has also been reviewed by the
Department but no action has been taken.

Mr. Secretary, I request that, in accordance with the language in the FY 2009
Appropriations legislation, that funding be provided to entities in the north Texas region
as soon as possible so that we may immediately begin the critical work of providing our
returning warriors and their families with the access to psychological care they need to
ease and support their transition back to civilian life. I can think of no obligation that the
federal government has that is more important than this,

Sincerely,




Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

June 8, 2009

Secretary Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

On Tyesday, September 15, approximately 400 business leaders from our respcctwc
congressional districts in North Carolina will come to Capitol Hill for "The Washington
Perspective” Economic Development seminar hosted by myself, Rep. Larry Kissell, Rep. G.K.
Butterfield, Rep. Bob Etheridge, Rep. Walter Jones, Rep. Melvin Watt, Rep. Virginia Foxx, Rep.
Patrick McHenry, and Rep. Heath Schuler.

We would be honored to have you join us as a speaker at this important event. This
seminar has been held annually for more than a decade and has been covered by C-SPAN. In the
past, we have been honored to have had esteemed speakers such as: Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi, former Director of Office of Homeland Security Tom Ridge, United States Department of
Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, Senator Joe Biden, New York Times Op-Ed Columnist
David Brooks, and ABC News Correspondent George Stephanopoulos.

We are hosting this seminar in an effort to give the businessmen and women of North
Carolina an opportunity to meet with federal government officials and political analysts to
discuss issues that may affect their livelihood. Your thoughts and views on the many issues
which impact the business community would offer these individuals a unique perspective on how
federal policies and laws are formed.

The seminar will be held in the Congressnonal Auditorium in the new Capxtol Visitor
Center. Breakfast will be served at 8:00 a.m. and the program will last from 8:30 a.m. until
11:30 a.m. We are aware of the constraints on your time and would be happy to accommodate
your schedule. Please contact Kara Spencer in Congressman Mike Mclntyre's office at (202)225-

2731 or email her at kara.spencer@mail.house.gov to let her know if you can participate.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

WW

Mike McIntyre
‘Member of Congress
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
17TH DISTRICT, QHIO

June 8, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washmgton, DC 20500

" Dear Mr. Pre51dent !

As Ohio Members of Congress, we are especially proud of an industry that is of vital i.mportance to
our state and the nation. Ohio is a leader in the production of strategic materials critical to our
national security, like titanium and other high-performance “specialty metals.” We stroggly
support laws that ensure that the United States will remain a world leader in the production of
specialty metals and a key supplier to the Department of Defense. -

We write to draw your attention to a pending DoD regulation on use of speclalty metals lfor defense
products that will likely undermine the Speclalty Metals Amendment, 10 U.S.C. 2533b, which
requires use of domestic specialty metals in major defense articles such as ships, aircraft, andtanks
We believe that two aspects of this proposed rule will benefit offshore sources for these critical
metals at the expense of domestic manufacturers, who are the only guaranteed source of these
materials so essential to our national defense.

First, the proposed regulation adopts an overly-broad exception to the specialty metals laws for
so-called “commercial-off-the-shelf-items” (COTS). We agree that COTS items should not be
subject to unique DoD contracting rules. However, DoD’s proposed definition of “COTS” allows
for drastic modifications of items for military applications, after which they bear no resemblance
to the sorts of items available in the commercial marketplace. This proposed rule ignores a '
long-standing statutory definition of “COTS”, meaning items “offered to the Government, without ]
modification, in the same form in which it is sold in the commercial marketplace.”

Second, DoD’s rule uses an overly-broad definition of what it means for metals to be “proc}uced” Eg
in America, abandoning a long-standing requirement that specialty metals must be melted in the gg
U.S. Under DoD’s proposed definition of “produced,” simple heat treatment -- a low-cpst, late
stage process -- converts foreign metals into “domestic” metals. We understand that this
questionable definition may have been adopted to address certain metal product shortages, but

such problems are more honestly addressed through existing waivers and exceptlgns. To define =
something as “produced in America” despite such limited contribution by domestic workers sets a ==
terrible precedent. =
197 WEST MARKET STREET 241 FEDERAL PLazZA WeST 1030 EAST TALLMADGE AVENUE
WARREN, OH 44481 YouNcsTowN, OH 44503 AKRON, OH 44310
330-373-0074 330-740-0193 330-630-7311

330-373-0098 FAX
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330-740-0182 FAX

TOLL-FREE: 1-800-856-4152
WWW.HOUSE.GOV/TIMRYAN

330-630-7314 FAX
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Before the pending regulation was published and during the previous legislaﬁve cycle, the House
Armed Services Committee (HASC) took the extraordinary step of drafting language in its
Committee Report on the FY 2009 Defense Authorization Act. In its report, the HASC expressed

its displeasure regarding these same two critical issues. Despite the Committee’s clear statements,

the proposed rule issued in July 2008 ignored legislative intent.

We are concerned that the DoD rule is indicative of a larger issu; that is, a lack of emphasis on
preserving the domestic industrial base for strategic materials. One example is the December 2008
report by DoD’s Strategic Materials Protection Board (established to protect domestic strategic
materials production) stating: “specialty metals, as defined in 10 U.S.C. 2533b, are not ‘mau;nals
critical to national security’ for which only a U.S. source should be used; and there is no national
security reason for the Department to take action to ensure a long term domestic supply of these
specialty metals.” We disagree and urge DoD to adopt a clear and consistent position that
recognizes the importance of strategic materials like titanium, nickel-alloys, specialty steel,
beryllium, and high-performance magnets. |

The specialty metals laws provide the incentive our metals suppliers need to innovate and ensure
that our military has ready access to the safest and most reliable equipment needed in cqmbat. We
join Senator Sherrod Brown in asking that your Administration consider these matters in the
course of its regulatory review.

Sincerely,

y YOOR). 7/ g el
Rep. Marcia Fudge

/

Rep. Tim Ryan

ep. Charlie Wilson

cc: The Hon. Robert Gates
The Hon. Ike Skelton
The Hon. Sherrod Brown

WD - 090357/000002 - 2902335 vi




Spesher of the House

June 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary: ‘

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House .
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Hungary, Mongoha,
Indonesia and Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time penod of
June 25 — July 5, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of
the parliaments in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A
list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may
travel at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.

1108(g). i

' 1
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. ’

Sincerely, ?
NANCY PELOSI |
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lotraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

SD 06778-09
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DANA ROHRABACHER
46th District, California

Committees:
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Ranking Republican, Subcommittee on
International Organizations, Human
Rights and Oversight

Subcommittee on
Asia, the Pacific, and
the Global Environment
Subcommittee on the
Middle East and South Asia

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Subcommitiee on
Space and Aeronautics

Conqress of the United States
Tbouse of Wepresentatives

June 10, 2009

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0546
{202) 225-2418 FAX: (202) 225-0148

DISTRICT OFFICE:

101 Main Street, Suite 380
Huntington Beach, CA 92648-8118
{714) 9606483 FAX: (774) 960-7806

South Bay: (310) 377-9493

http:/rohrabacher.house.gov

Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, BC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates,

You have received an invitation to ride in the Huntington Beach 4% of July Parade &
Celebration. We would highly recommend that you accept this offer and share with us this
wonderful celebration of Independence Day. Should you decide to be a part of the parade you
might consider riding with the two of us. It would be a truly bi-partisan vehicle on a truly non-
partisan day. Should you decide to participate in the parade but ride in a vehicle on your own
rather than with us, don’t worry, we will not take offense. Your participation in anyway would

be most appreciated.
DR

Dana Rohrabacher
Member of Congress

Sincerely,




DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHarMAN
JOHN P MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE €. SERRANO, NEW YORK

AOSA L. DeLAURQ, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEOY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR_, ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYU, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFCAD D. BISHOR, JR., GEOAGIA
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA,

MICHAEL RONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “OUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEM CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRQ RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited States

House of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, BC 205)15-6015

June 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301 -

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BitL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FAANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

AQBERT g. ADEAHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUAL
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBEASON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINCIS
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHEERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETQ

TELEPHONE:
(202} 225-2771

Reference is made to my letter dated June 4, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Adam Schiff and the Honorable Steve Israel, members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia during the approximate time
pericd of Junc 26, 2002 - July 3, 2009,

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize John Blazey, a staff member of the
Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Dma'a,
David R. Obey

Chairman

OSD 0678109
LT
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Rep. Ross Delauro @002

Congress of the Tnifed States
Bouse of Representatives
BHashington, BE 20515

June 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E880
Washington D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We write to applaud your decision to terminate the troubled VH-7] pr?sidcmial
helicopter replacement program. A program that does not meet requiremcnt§ in terms of
capability and schedule, and is twice the original cost after only fours years, is a program
that should be canceled if we are going to keep defense programs accountable for their
projected budgets and timelines.

Nevertheless, we do have serious concerns over the. sunk costs of the program.
Projected to be nearly $3.2 billion, this cost represents & real investment by the taxpayes
that should not to be ignored, We believe it would be prudent to move forward with the
program in a way that does not waste this substantial taxpayer investment.

One solution might be to award the contract to the only other qualified
competitor, Sikorsky's H-92 helicopter, and team Sikorsky with the incumbent systems
integrator, Lockheed Martin. As you know, Sikorsky, the prime contractor for the
Marine One since the 1950, has fulfilled its contracts on time and on budget. T‘ni:s
solution offers the dusl benefit of “saving" some of the previously sunk costs, pamct_xlarly
jobs in both New York and Maryland, and creating additional American jobs by h.ax.rmg .
those aircraft manufactured in the United States. At a time of severe economic crisis, this
solution seems ideal.

You correctly identified the need 1o terminate a program with costs that grew
from an estimated $6.5 billion to over $13 billion, but also made clear that there is a need
to develop a follow on option. [t is our understanding that the Sikorsky H~92 is currently
qualified to meet the mission requirements and is currently more “fail-safe” than the VH-
71 Increment [ aircraft. By teaming Sikorsky with Lockheed Martin, the Navy can
develop a helicopter that can safely transport the president while not only providing the
best value for the taxpayer, but also maintaining and creating American jobs.

Thank you for the consideration of this request and we look forward to your
response.

Sincerely,
(7Gcal Wlaiur o,
OSA L. DeLAURO B. ON \
Member of Congress ber of Congress

\J
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e

JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress

The Honorable Raymond Mabus
Secretary of the Navy

The Honorable Ashton B. Carter .
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics

@003



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURATHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRAND, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DeLAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOF, JR, GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESQTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “OUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTLICKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

JEARY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W, BILL YQUNG, FLORIDA

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS

Congress of the Wnited Dtates sz

ROBERT B. ADERHOLY, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSQURI

RAovse of Representatives o

Committee on Appropriations e S

DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA

Washington, DE 20515-6015 o U omE s

June 12, 2009 TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETQ

TELEPHONE:
{202 226~217

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Reference is made to my letter dated June 4, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Adam Schiff and the Honorable Steve Isracl, members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia during the approximate time
perind of June 26, 2009 - July 3, 2009.

. The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize Shalanda Young and Clelia; Alvarado,
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

L4

David R. Obey
Chairman

687309
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 Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin, Maryland
Chairman

Sen. Sam Brownback, Kansas
Ranking Minoriy Scnator

Son. Christopher J. Dodd. Connecticur
Scn. Sheldan Whitehouse, Rhode f2lund
Sen, Tom Udall, New Mexico

Sen. Jeanne Shahcon, Mew Hampshise
Sen. Saxby Chombliss, Geongla

Sen. Richard Burr, Nora Carofina

Sen. Roger F. Wicker, Mizsissippi

pP.002

Rep. Alcee L. Hastings, Florida
Co-Chairman

Rep. Christopher H. Smith, New Jersey
Ronking Minorlty Housé Member

Rep. Edward J, Markcy, Mussachuseiis
Rep. Louize Mcintosh Slaughter, New York
Rep. Mike Malngyre, Norsk Caroling

Rep. G. K. Bunarfield, North Carolina
Rep. Joseph R Pins, Pennsylvantc

Rep. Robert B. Adertiolt, Alabama

Rep. Darvell E, ssa, Culifornia

Fred L. Turner, Chief of Staff

June 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As Co-Chairman of the Commission on Sccurity and Cooperation in Europe, I am writing
to authorize Representative Darrell Issa to travel on an official delegation led by Representative.
Rahall, CODEL Rahall. Represcntative 1ssa will travel to Lebanon, Cyprus, and Egypt from July
9 10 13, 2009. The delegation will meet with newly elected leadership of the Lcebanese
government, observe the democratic institutions forming in Lebanon, and discuss the regional
economic, security and energy concerns in Lebanon, Cyprus, and Egypt.

The delegation has requested Marine Corps military support and military transportation.
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenscs should be made
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in the matter.

Sincerely,

r
tece L. Hasﬂng s
Co-Chairman

OSD 06874-02

234 Ford House Office Building Washington, DC 20515

Tclephone; (202) 225-1901 hap:/wvww.csce.gov Facsimile; (202) 226-4199
TOTAL P.002
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Uongress of the United States
Washington, 2¢ 20515

June 16, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates: o
We appreciate your interest stated during the May 13, 2009 House Armed serw?es
Committee hearing to protect child custody rights for our men and women in uniform.

As you know, legislative language addressing this issue has already passed the House of
Representatives three times. First, as Section 577 of the House passed FY2008 National
Defense Authorization Act (HR1585). Additionally, portions of this legislation were also
included in Section 584 of the final House passed version of the FY2008 NDAA (HR
4936). Finally, last year this langnage passed the House as a stand-alone bill (HR 6048)
and was attached to the FY2009 NDAA. Nearly 60 members from both sides of the aisle
signed on to HR 6048 as co-sponsors.

Today, the House Armed Services Committee passed their FY2010 NDAA. This bill
contains similar language that would protect custody rights for military parents, As we
move forward with the current legislative session and consideration of the FY2010
NDAA, we look forward to your continued interest in addressing this important issue to
ensure that our men and women in uniforna have their parental rights protected.

Sincerely,

LM

Michael R, Tumner
Member of Congress

OSD 0687
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June 16, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washjxlgton, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of June 9, 2009, regarding Codel David
Price June 25 — July 5, 2009. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable David Price, Chairman, (D-NC) and Mrs. Lisa Price
The Honorable Vern Buchanan (R-FL) and Mrs. Sandy Buchanan
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-WA)

The Honorable Jim Cooper (D-TN) and Mrs. Martha Cooper

The Honorable Phil Gingrey (R-GA) and Mrs. Billie Gingrey

The Honorable Bob Etheridge (D-NC) and Mrs. Faye Etheridge

Mr John Lis, Staﬂ' Dlrector, House Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC)
. Ms. Margarita Seminario, Professional Staff Member, HDAC

Mr. Brad Smith, Professional Staff Member, Committee on Rules

Ms. Rachael Leman, Professional Staff Member, Committee on Rules

Ms. Janice McKinney, Assistant Director, Office of Interparliamentary Affairs

Mr. Clay Wellborn, CRS (authorized by HCFA)

Mr. Bruce Vaughn, CRS (authorized by HCFA)

Ms. Sherry Shapiro, CRS (authorized by HCFA)

Mr. Will Tuchrello, Library of Congress —Jakarta-Dili (authorized by HCFA)

Mr. Yadi Yasin, Library of Congress (Dili) (authorized by HCFA)

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

WM?M

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker*

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 06915-09

e



The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the HoPse
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Colombia, ;
Paraguay, and Peru on official business during the approximate time period of August 15-
23, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the
parliaments in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A list of
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.5.C.
1108(g). _

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. ‘

Sincerely,

NANCY Pl.OSI

Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatlves :

i wkmmm i



June 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of April 23, 2009, regarding Codel Neal
June 26 — July 5, 2009. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel;

The Honorable Richard E. Neal (D-MA)
The Honorable Tim Murphy (R-PA)

The Honorable Jerry Costello (D-IL)

The Honorable Mike Doyle (D-PA)

The Honorable Tim Holden (D-PA)

The Honorable Luis V. Gutierrez (D-IL)
The Honorable Donald M. Payne (D-NJ)
The Honorable Nydia M. Velasquez (D-NY)

Mr. William Tranghese, Office of Rep. Neal -
Ms. Susan Mosychuk, Office of Rep. Murphy

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY PELOS!
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Alcee Hastings, Co-Chairman of the
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and a delegation of
Members and staff to accompany Codel Cardin to Bosnia-Herzegovina, Belarus,
Lithuania and Greece during the approximate period of June 26 — July 3, 2009. The
purpose of the trip is to meet with government officials in each country and to attend the
18™ Annual Session of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE
PA). For protocol purposes only, spouses may travel at no cost to the government. The
following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL), Co-Chairman, CSCE

The Honorable Christopher Smith (R-NJ) and Mrs. Marie Smith
The Honorable Louise Slaughter (D-NY) and Mr. Robert Slaughter
The Honorable Mike McIntyre (D -NC) and Mrs. Dee McIntyre
The Honorable G.K. Butterfield (D-NC)

The Honorable Robert Aderholt (R-AL) and Mrs. Caroline Aderholt
The Honorable Darrell Issa (R-CA) and Mrs. Kathy Issa

The Honorable Lloyd Doggett (D-TX) and Mrs. Libby Doggett

The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI)

Mr. Fred Turner, Chief of Staff, CSCE

Mr. Bob Hand, Policy Advisor, CSCE

Ms. Shelly Han, Policy Advisor, CSCE

Mr. Ed Joseph, Policy Director, CSCE

Mr. Cliff Bond, Senior Advisor, CSCE

Mr. Alex Johnson, Policy Advisor, CSCE

Mr. Winsome Packer Policy Advisor, CSCE

Mr. Neil Simon, Communications Director, CSCE
Mr. Daniel Redfield, Office Manager, CSCE

Mr. Josh Shapiro, Staff Assistant, CSCE

06983-09



Please note that Chairman Hastings and Ms. Janice Helwig, Policy Advisor,
CSCE, are also authorized to travel to Albania en route to Lithuania. For that portion, it
would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses
should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Codel Cardin has requested Navy escort and military air transportation.
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should
‘be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

[ Yooy falos

Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives




COMMITTEES:
COMMITTEE ON
EDUCATION AND LABOR
SUBCOMMITTEES:

EARLY CHILGHOOD, ELEMENTARY AND
Seconpary EDUCATION

JARED POLIS
2ND DiSTRICT, COLORADO

501 Cannon House OFRCE BuiLDing
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0602
{202) 225-2161
(202) 226-784D (Fax)

HicHER EDUCATION, LIFELONG LEARNING

oy @ongress of the United States o Conperes
HEALTHY FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES
#inuge of Repregentatives CORMrTEE i RULES
June 18, 2009 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
The Honorable Robert M. Gates | STEERBE LA
Secretary
US Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:
My partner, (®® accompanied me on the Dodd/Pastor Codel on June 5-7, 2009
pursuant to a waiver issued by Speaker Nancy Pelosi. In her June 4 letter notifving you of her waiver,
the Speaker asked that you in turn use your waiver authority to facilitate ®)©) participation.
Given that®® s my domestic partner and is designated by Congress as my
Congressional spouse, with a spouse pin and Congressional ID, I request that you waive the
requirement that I have to reimburse $1,140.40 to the military for travel, which is not

required of Congressional spouses.

I appreciate your prompt attention to this matter, and I can be of any assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Yours Truly,

OSD 07053-09
MGRARI IR TRRR AN

DISTRICT OFFICES
BOULDER OFFICE MOUNTAIN OFFICE THORNTON OFFICE
4770 BASELINE ROAD, SUITE 220 101 WesT Main STREET, SUITE 1010 1200 EAST 78TH AVENUE, SuiTe 106
BouLpen, CO 80303 Frisco, CO 80443 THORNTON, CO 80229
303-484-9596 970-868-3240 303-287-4159

303-568-8007 |Fax)
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




June 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary :

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr: Secretary: '

This letter will authorize Mr. John Sullivan, Parliamentarian of the House, to
accompany Codel Kosmas (authorized by the House Committee on Science and
Technology) to Florida during the appropriate period of June 12-13, 2009.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PZOSI
Speaker of the House

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

' OSD 07074-09
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BART GORDON, TENNESSEE : RALPH M. HALL, TEXAS
CHAIRMAN RANKING MEMEER

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

SUITE 2320 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6301
(202) 225-6375
TTY: (202) 226-4410

hitp:#/science.house.gov

June 12, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

~ This letter is to authorize Congressman Adrian.Smith, a member of the Committee on
Science and Technology, to travel with CODEL Thompson to Guantanamo Bay on June 15, 2009.

The delegation will meet with U.S. military leaders on a fact-finding mission to gather
information about the issues surrounding Guantanamo Bay prison. As this is an issue Congress
will be considering in the coming months, it is important that Members leam about as much as
possible about the situation at Guantanamo Bay in order to carefully consider any policy
implications.

| request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses such
as fransportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 31 USC 1108(g).

N | would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Army,
fumishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by military air.

If you have any questions p.ieaée contact Leigh Ann Brown at (202) 226-866S. Thanic you

for your assistance with this request. :

BART GORDON
Chairman

07075-09
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DEMOCRATS

BOB MLNER, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN

CORRINE BROWN. FLORIDA

VIC SNVDER, ARKANSAS

MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE
STEPHANIE HERSETH BANDLIN, BOUTH DAKOTA
HARRY E. MITCHELL, ARIZONA
JOMN J. HALL, NEW YORK
DEBOAAH L. HALVORSON, WLINOIS
THOMAS $.P. PERRIELLO, VIREIMA
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO
CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA .

JERRY MCNERNEY, CALIFORNIA
ZACHARY T, SPACE, OHIO "~ -~
TIMOTHY J. WALZ, MINNESOTA

Uﬂ $. Bouge of i&eprtﬁmtatthes .

COMMITI'EE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS
335 CaNNON House Omcs ButLomc
WasHINGTON, DC 20515

REPUBLICANS

BTEVE BUYER. INDIANA, RANKING

CLIFF STEARNS, FLORIDA

JERAY MORAN, KANSAS

HENRY E. BROWN, JR., SOUTH CAROLINA
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOHN BOOZMAN, ARKANSAS

BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA

DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO

GUS M. BILIRAKIS, FLORIDA

VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA

DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE

KINGSTON E. SMITH
REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
AND CHIEF COUNSEL

A g
KPATRI NA J
GLENN C. NYE, VIRGINIA hitp:/iveterans.house.gov
MALCOM A. SHORTER ¢
STAFF DIRECTOR . June 10, 2009

-Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman David P. Roe to travel on official government business to
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on June 15, departing and returning on the same day.

Mr. Roe will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Congressman
Mike Thompson, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Terrorism, Human Intelligence,
Analysis, and Counterintelligence of the Select Committee on Intelligence. The primary
purpose of the Delegation’s visit is to visit with service members stationed at
Guantanamo Bay and view first-hand the conditions these service members have been
working under. «

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as
may be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds
for payment of actual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is
authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C, Section 1108(g).

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions,
please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 202-225-3036.

Sincerely,

B

BOB FILNER
Chairman

MS/jz

0SD 07077-0
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June 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert M, Gates . -
Secretary - .

U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

This is in further reference to my letter of June 2, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. In addition to those
previously listed, please note that Mr. Marlon Reiss has been invited to travel with the
delegation.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

LOSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

i




DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHamman
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN 0. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M, LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA . DELAUROD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
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UNCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Congressman Robert Aderholt, member of the
Committee on Appropriations, to travel with CODEL Kosmas on June 12-13, 2008, to
the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. The purpose of this trip is to attend the launch of
Space Shuttle Endeavour, STS-127 and the accompanying NASA briefings.

[ request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary
expenses such as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by
31 USC 1108(g).

1 would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Air
Force, furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by
military air.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

" Lour

David R. Obey
Chairman
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The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

€. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HARDLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBEAT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CHENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIC
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2711

Authorization is hereby given to Elizabeth Dawson, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of June 27- July 3, 2009, to France
and Belgium. The purpose of this trip is to review Department of Defense activities.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel, The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,

d

David Obey
Chairman

OSD 07097
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June 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN
WALLY HERGER, CALIFORNIA
SAM JOHNSON, TEXAS
KEVIN BRADY, TEXAS

PAUL RYAN, WISCONSIN
ERIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA

GEQFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY

DAVID G. REICHERT, WABHINGTOMN
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR., LOUtSIANA
DEAN HELLER, NEVADA

PETER J. ROSKAM, ILLINOIS

JON TRAUB,
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

This is to inform you that I will be leading a Congressional Delegation to
Nairobi, Kenya, during the approximate time period of Saturday, August 1
through Saturday, August 8, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session

during this time.

The primary purpose of this trip is to attend the eighth annual United
States-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Economic Cooperation Forum (“AGOA
Forum”) being held in Nairobi at that time.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary

- €xpenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 31

U.S.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/gsm
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Congress of the Enited Htates
Mashington, BE 20515

June 26, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
The President

The Whire House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your actions to eradicate our nation's use of torture. We agree that the use
of torture, under any circumstance, is simply wrong. Within hours of waking office, you
began the process of restoring a standard of moral behavior on this issue. We are proud to
have a President who works to provide for the common defense of our nation’s land and
people along with the common defense of our nation’s values.

As veterans who now serve our country in the House of Representatives, we know that
the use of torture not only degrades the values we served to protect, but that it endangers
servicemen and women on the front lines today. Internationally acceptable interrogation
standards honor our own forces by ensuring thar, when they are asked to fight for justice
and the rule of law, they will not be asked to abrogate the rule of law or besmirch their
own sense of justice.

Recalling the controversy surrounding enhanced interrogation techniques and the .legal
justifications for torture offered by the Bush Administration, we request clarification on a
few issues that have been raised about your Executive Order 13491, Ensuring Lawful
Interrogaiions.

First, the Order does not define armed conlict. Since this is a central concept to the
Order, given that all interrogations must comply with Army Field Manual 2-22.3
(Manual) if an individuai is under our nation's control due to armed conflict, how do you
define armed conflict?

Second, are there individuals currently under the control of the United States on whom
your Administration does not confer the protections of the Manual's interrogation
standards?

Third, if there are individuals under the control of the United States wha are not afforded
the protections of the Manual, do those individuals — regardless of how the United States

THIS STATIONERY PRINTEO ON PAPER MADS OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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classifies them — receive the benefit of the Detainee Treatment Act (the McCain
Amendment), specifically protection from “cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or
punishment?”

Fourth, to what, if any, criminal sanctions would an agent of the United States
government be subject for breaking the provisions of the Detainee Treatment Act?

Fifth, the current Manual provides reasonable examples of prohibited actions, e.g.,
waterboarding, electric shocks, and deprivation of food. What prevents the U.S. Army
from changing the Manual and altering the defined prohibited activities?

Again, we sincerely appreciate your efforts on this vital matter and would welcome
clarification of these issues. Your Order takes the United States in the right direction by
providing protection from torture; however, we feel that positive law both to prohibit
Torture or cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment by our agents and 1o define a baseline
of whar constitutes this type of reatment is essential to our democracy. We ask for your
support in this endeavor.

We look forward to working with you to help our nation restore its standing as a fair and
humane world power.

m McDermott
Member of Congress

Sincerely,

Petp Stark Edward Markey ~

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Rdbby Rush 7
Member of Congress

CC:  Robert Gates, Secretary of Defense
Eric Holder, Artorney General of the United States
Dennis Blair, Director of National Intelligence

F-266
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June 22, 2009
Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1155 Defense Pentagon, Rm. 3D921
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 understand that my Legislative fellow, ®® \has applied for the position of De[_)uty
Assistant Secretary of Defense-Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil Authorities. As Chair of
the Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness, and Response of the House Homeland
Security Committee, I would like ask for your support and offer my strong endorsement of [(B)(€)Tor the
position of Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense- Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil
Authorities

has spent the last 28 years serving his country and specifically the last 8 years working at the
forefront of Homeland Defense/Security and Emergency Preparedness and Response issues. He has been
involved at the beginning of every major issue facing our post 9/11 environment. He was decorated for
his actions on 9/11, he managed the Defense Departments efforts to secure our airports and borders as the
TSA and newly reorganized CBP and ICE organizations were stood up and he authored the first ever
Defense Intelligence Strategy, a seminal document designed to provide guidance and clarity to our
Defense Intelligence organizations.

Continuing to serve as a Volunteer Advanced Life Support provider in Fairfax County, Va.
is well versed in both emergency preparedness and response as well as having a through understanding of
the intricate relationship between the Executive and Legislative branches. Combining this experience with
his defense expertise, he would provide the Defense Department with political expertise and an
understanding and ability to talk the language of the local officials that the Civil Support mission requires.

Please consider this as my strong endorsement os a leading candidate for Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense- Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil Authorities. :

If selected, he will be a credit to the Administration and the Department.

o
Sincerely,
| | |
SAN ANTONIO IN MCALLEN RIO GRANTE CITY
807 EAST CALTON ROAD 615 EAST HOUSTON STREET 100 SOUTH AUSTIN STREET 320 NORTH MAIN STREET L00HORTH FM. 3167
SUITE 2 SUIE 451 SUITE L SUITE 221 IO GRANIIE CITY, TX 78582
LAREDO, TX 78043 SAN ANTONIO, TX 78205 SEGUIN, TX 8153 MCALLEN, TX 78501 PHONE: (935) 467-3603
PHONE: (956) 725-0639 PHONE: (210) 271-2851 PHONE: (830} 401-D457 PHONE: (956) 6314826 FAX: (956} 488-0952

FAX: (956) 725-2647

FAX: {210) 177-6671

FAX: (830) 3790984 FAX: {956) 631-4251
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515 EDUCATION AND LABOR
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June 4, 2009 HEALTH, EMPLOYMENT, LASOR
ANnD PENSIONS

Mr. Eric Fanning SM\.'RLLCBUSlNESS
Department of Defense Legislative Liaison Fmﬁ;:::::x

U.s. Department of Defense CONTRAGTING AND TECHNOLOGY
1300 Defense Pentagon REGULATION, HEALTH CARE AND TRADE
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300

RE: Letter of Recommendation, Rear Admiral Richard A. Buchanan, US Navy (Ret)
Dear Mr. Fanning,

It is my distinct pleasure to most strongly recommend Rear Admirai Richard A. Buchanan, US
Navy (Ret) for a non-career position in the Obama-Biden Administration. His Presidential
Appointment Application has been submitted, and I am most pleased to be able to provide a
detailed letter as a listed reference in his application.

Admiral Buchanan has an extensive and distinguished career in the military service and in the
private sector. He has proven his outstanding leadership, tremendous business acumen and
creative strategic mind in a number of challenging and responsible positions as outlined on his
attached resume.

Specifically, I want to bring to your attention that his extraordinarily diverse military experience
as Commanding Officer of USS Parche SSN 683, as Commander Submarine Group Two and as
the Director of Operations and Logistics at United States Strategic Command makes him
particularly suited for Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Instailations and Environment, for
Under Secretary of Energy in the Department of Energy and as the Principal Deputy Director for
the Director of National Intelligence.

As the President and Chief Executive Officer of the United States Navy Memorial Foundation,
he has a true appreciation for and is especially well informed about personnel issues thmt affect
the Defense Department and the Department of Veterans Affairs. His extensive experience and
enthusiasm for the importance of high quality men and women to serve in our military today and
for those individuals to be supported, as veterans, after their service is complete is remarkable.
His background in these areas of interest supports his nomination as Under Secretary of Defense
for Personnel and Readiness or Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Benefits.

It has been my pleasure to know of Admiral Buchanan’s outstanding leadership skills, personal
ambition and charismatic leadership personally and by reputation throughout his active duty
military career and in his private sector career with EDS supporting Navy Marine Corps Intranet; -
at Raytheon where his responsibilities for Navy programs gave him great insight into contracting
and program management as well as the financial responsibilities in the for-profit business

world; and at the Navy Memorial Foundation where his creative and strategic vision inspired

-09
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significant improvements in the recognition for the men and women who serve in the Navy and
the Sea Services.

I can unequivocally support Admiral Buchanan as a candidate for any of the Obama-' Biden
Administration positions identified in the enclosed list. Thank you for considering this
outstanding candidate for service in our government,

M /. el
Member of Congress

Enclosures: Oy‘l/

e Potential Presidential Appointments
o Resume for Rear Admiral Buchanan



06-30-2009 215

202 226 0820 Line 1 04:21:00 p.m.
‘ JOE SESTAK COMMITTEES:
. 7T DasthicT, PENnSLVANA ARMED SERVICES
AR AND LAND FORCES
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES m‘“‘“""“"““““’;‘
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES B s =
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 EDUCATION AND LABOR
(202) 225-2011 Y Geconoamy Eoveaan
June 30’ 2009 ’ HEALTH:‘E‘P;P;m.m
SMALL BUSINESS
Vice CHAIRMAN
Tho Honorable Robert Gates 2 FInANCE AND TAX
Secretar Yy CONTRACTING ANO TECHNOLOGY
Dcpartment of Defense REGULATION, HEALTK CARE AND TRAGE
1300 Defense Pentagon
Room 3Dg844

Washington, DC 20301-1300
Dear Secretary Gates,

In the FY 2009 Defense Appropriation Bill (the Consolidated Security, Disaster
Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act) was a $1.2 million dollar appropriation for a
project requested through my office. That project, which was brought to my attention by Data
View, Inc., a small business in my District, was for a key component of the Pentagon’s
Advanced Emergency Response Integrated Environment (AERIE), the use of uncomplicated
visualizations that rapidly convey complex incident or event situation information to incident
command and agency leadership. Today I was informed that these funds may not be used for
this purpose, but rather to fund the development and implementation of a notification system.
This is unacceptable, and I request your assistance in either clarifying the situation or rectifying
it.

During 2 process to oversee the expenditure of appropriated funds which I requested, my
staff called the Pentagon Force Protection Agency (PFPA) and was informed that they would be:
provided a status update. This morning the Executive Director for Data View, Inc. contacted my
office to say he has been notified by the PFPA that his project was not going to be funded this
year, despite the appropriation. ' Rather, funding for the project would be revisited in FY2010. I
have asked Data View, Inc. to put together a more detailed chronology of its contacts with
PFPA, which is enclosed.

Data View, Inc. is 2 smali company_wifh limited contract work. They will be unable to
maintain their staff through to FY2010 on the potential for funding in that fiscal year. They have

also informed me that if the project could at least be partially funded in FY09 and then further =
funded in FY10, that would allow them to maintain their staffing and intellectual resource levels. E
===

. . ﬁ

. As a former Three Star Admiral with thirty-one years experience in the Navy, having e
worked both in the White House and the Pentagon, I am fully aware of the financial constraints QEE
faced by agencies such as PFPA. But I am also aware of the difficulties faced by small o=
businesses attempting to provide contract work within the Defense Department. (The P
chronology highlights the false starts and changes of direction just on this project.) =
' =

=

==

==
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Tho Honorable Robert Gates
June 30, 2009

I requested these appropriated funds for a project that would provide needed addu?d
security to the Pentagon and could be done by an innovative and hardworking sr_nall business.
The concept of dynamic visualization in this project has significant potential in improving
communications and coordination of inter-agency and inter-jurisdictional issues. AndI be_heve-
that PFPA, and in particular the Integrated Emergency Operations Center, is an ideal candidate to

-be a showcase for this type of collaborative tool with its mission to rapidly comprehend

situational awareness and communicate actionable information in context.

M. Secretary, I request that the $1.2 million dollars, or at least a significant portion of
that funding appropriated in the FY09 Defense budget be used, as intended, to implement a
system that utilizes uncomplicated visualizations that rapidly convey complex incident or event
situation information to incident command and agency leadership as a key component of the

‘Pentagon’s Advanced Emergency Response Integrated Environment (AERIE).

I look forward to your assistance in this matter. [ can be reached through my Chief of
Staff, Bibiana Boerio, at 202-225-2011.

Thank you for your service to our Nation.
Sincerely,

Lk

oe Sestak
Member of Congress

Cc: Paul Juola, Subcommittee Clerk, House Defense Appropriation Subcommittee
M. Stephen Calvery, Director of Pentagon Force Protection Agency ‘
Mr. Mark Wallace, Director of the Pentagon Integrated Emergency Operations Center

Enclosure
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The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

. Thank you for your letter of June 22, 2009, regarding the Presidential Helicopter
Replacement Program.

While I appreciate your concerns about controlling the costs of this program, I am deeply
concerned about the lack of value that the nation has to show for the substantial investment made
to date. It is the Congress, and the Appropriations Committee in particular, that will end up
carrying the burden of accommodating the changes in judgment and past missteps associated
with this program.

I understand that from the period December 2003 through the present the Department of
Defense has spent $3.2 billion on this program and has acquired a total of 9 aircraft 5 of which
could be put to operational use.

I firmly believe that we must be able to demonstrate some value from the investment
made in this program. Therefore I strongly encourage you to make use of those VH-71
helicopters that could be placed into operational service as soon as possible.

I'look forward to your reply.

incerely, e
WP s
John P. Murtha

Defense Subcommittee
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary '
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
* Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary:

On June 30, 2009, Seaman August Provost was found dead in 3 Camp Pendleton guard
shack. The press is reporting that the body was bumed. The de sth of Mr. Provost is suspected
as a homicide and possible haite crime. I am writing to urge yo 1 to begin a full and detailed
investigation on the death of VIr. Provost. -

Mr. Provost made the selﬂesﬁ and courageous decision to serv.: his country, and regardless of
his sexual orientation, he shou’d be treated with honor and res; ect.

I trust and hope the military will investigate this homicide and possible hate crime in a
professional manner. I am rec1.esting full disclosure in this ma ter. .

I'loak forward to your timely r2sponse. If you have any questit ns, please do not hes1tatc to

contact me at 619-422-5963.
ely,
FILNER
mber of Cor.gres s
BFAwv]
2515414

; . ‘ | OSD 07389-0
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FORTNEY PETE STARK, CALIFORNIA & PAUL RYAN, WISCONSIN
i N.%. House of Representatioes EAC CAFTCR, Ve
JiM MCDERMOTT, WASHINGTON . . tp JOHN LINDER, GEORGIA
RICHARD £ NEAL, MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS PATRICK 4. TGEPLONO

. PATRICK J. TIBERI, OHIO
:&0\‘1’;: TAN:B\, Eﬁmﬁ: GINNY BACWN-WAITE, FLORIDA
el ik gt 1102 LonewoRTH House OFFICE BUILDING GEC DAVBKENILON
EARL POMERQY, NORTH DAKOTA (202) 225-3625 CHARLES W, BOUSTANY, JR., LOUISIANA
MIKE THOMPSON, CALIFORNIA DEAN HELLER, NEVADA
JOHN B. LARSON, CONNECTICUT 2 R J. ROSKAM, ILLINOYS
EARL BLUMENAUER. OREGON Washington, BC 205156348 TERY
RON KHND, WISCONSIN
BILL PASCRELL, JR., NEW JERSEY v
SHELLEY BERKLEY, NEVADA http://waysandmeans.house.gov JONTRAUE,
JOSEPH CROWLEY. NEW YORK MINGRITY STAFF DIRECTOR
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND
KEMDRICK 8. MEEK, FLORIDA
ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ, PENNSYLVANIA, June 26) 2009

ARTUR DAVIS, ALABAMA

DANNY K. DAVIS, LLINOIS

BOE ETHERIDGE, NOATH CAROLINA
UNDA T. SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA

- BRIAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK.

JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY

JANICE MAYS,
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Congressman Charles Boustany, Jr. (R-MD) to
participate on the CODEL being led by Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) to Lebanon,
Cyprus, and Egypt, with a short stop to refuel in either Ireland or Germany.
This travel will take place during the period of Saturday, June 27 through
Wednesday, July 1, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session during
this time.

The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government
officials to discuss economic security, trade, and energy concerns of these
countries, as well as meet with the newly elected leadership for the Lebanese
government,

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/jg

OSDh -09
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June 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M, Gates -
Secretary ,

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of June 19, 2009 regarding Rep. Alcee
Hastings and Codel June 26 — July 3, 2009. In addition to the previously mentioned
travelers, please note that the Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo (D-GU) is authorized to
travel.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely, p

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

y i
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
- Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I authorize Congressman Joe Donnelly to travel on official government business to Iraq,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Afghanistan, and Germany during the period of June 26-July 3, 2009.

Mr. Donnelly will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by
Congressman Brad Ellsworth, member of the House Committee on Armed Services. The
primary purpose of the Delegation’s visit is to meet with our troops and future veterans
on the ground to better gauge troop morale, listen to their concerns, and formulate ideas
and remedies to the problems they are facing once they leave military service.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be
required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of fundg for
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is
authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C, Section 1108(g).

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. Inyou have further questions,
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653.

- BOB FILNER
Chairman

MS/z



ey Plelos
Spenker of the House

June 23, 2009

The Honorable Robelt M. Gates
" Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of June 18, 2009, regarding Codel Neal
June 26 — July 5, 2009. Please note that the following people have been irivited to travel
with the delegation in country: Jami Papa; Sighle Doherty, Griinne Ni Néill, and Orla
O’Hanrahan.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Smcerely,

NANCY Pz()

Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 07457-09
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Congress of the nited States
Washington, BE 20513

June 25™, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary, Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to request a briefing with reference to the Department of Defense School of
Nursing. The DoD School of Nursing provision was passed by the House of Representatives as part of
HR 2647, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2010. It directs the Department to establish a DoD
School of Nursing that will graduate not less than 100 nurses per year with a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing degree by 2015.

The purpose of this briefing will be to brief Representatives Rodriguez, Smith, Gonzalez, and'
Cuellar of the San Antonio delegation, and our staffs, on the Department’s efforts and plans to e;tabhsh a
DoD School of Nursing per PL 110-181, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2008, Section 955,
and discuss initial thoughts on appropriate locations for such a school.

Specifically, we would like to discuss preliminary basing options and the viability of Fort Sam
Houston, Lackland AFB, or other area assets as homes for the DoD School of Nursing, including the
potential for partnerships with the Department of Veterans Affairs and locations of poly-trauma centers to
aid in the education and training of nurse candidates.

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We look forward to hearing from you promptly
on a possible meeting date. Please feel frec to contact us directly or Representative Rodriguez’s Military
Legislative Assistant, Norm Cannon with any concerns or questions at (202) 225-4511 or
Norm, Cannon ail.hou . -

o (zm@ - w

Ciro D. Rodnguez Lamar Smith
Membey of Congress L Member of Congress

Charles A. Gornzalez | Henry Cuella&
Member of Congress ) .Member of Congress
OSD 07497
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SHEILA JACKSON LEE SUDICIARY
18m O , Texas SUBCOMMITTEES:
w:a:';‘ oFRICE: . CounTS, THE INTGRIET. AND INTRUECTUAL PROPEATY
2438 Houge Ofiice Bulding . IusoRATION, CzBisHie, REPUOEES, BOROER
EERogs @ungress of the Anited States Sowmscwmemrontn
1910 Sum Smeer o 180 fiouse of Representatives HOMELAND SECURITY
Tue GEORGE “Mickey” l.zummaunma . BG 2“515 SUBCOMMITTERS:
@3 Gssooso mummu' TRANSPORTAION &n&nm AND INFRASTRUCTURE
PrROTECTION
6719 wﬁm 204 BORDEA, MARTIME, »ﬁl_m COUNTENTERRORISHM
N Gaan ? FOREIGN AFFAIRS
SUBCOMMITYEED:
(713) 96?-40”7%” Moo 5:1;4;- Soumm'
FIFTH WARD OFFICE: DEMOCRATIC CAUCLS
300 Lrons Avuwe. Buite 301 "
Houston, TX 77020 CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS
CONGRESSIONAL CHRLDREN'S GAUCUS
Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000
VIA FAX: 703.571.8951

" REFERENCE: NAVY SEAMAN AUGUST PROVOST IlI

Dear Secretary Gates,

I am regumesting a Congressional Inguiry into possible allegations
surrounding the murder of Seaman Provost who was found dead Tuesday, June 30,
2009 at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, north of San Diego that req!li!'e the
full attention of the Armed Services Committee. Seaman Provost was a resident of
the TX 18" Congressional District and a constituent of mine.

On behalf of the constituents of ¢the Eighteenth Congressional District of
Texas, I met with the family of Twenty-nine year-cld Houston native Navy Seaman
August Provost III last Friday evening. The family was told that Seaman Provost
was shot three times, had his hands and feet bound, his mouth gagged, and his body
may have been burned. I have committed to the family that a full mvatigaﬁon into
the murder of Seaman Provost will take place.

We bave the greatest respect of the U.S. Military. It is the backbone of our
Democracy. However, those who serve in the U.S. Military should be able to serve
without concern of violence between military personnel. I look forward to a positive
response so that I can report back to the family.

Very Truly Yours,

< el

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

OSD 0749909
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RUSH HOLT
Tweifth District, New Jersey

1214 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-5801
Fax 202-225-6025

s Vo 0 5 @ongress of the United States
Fax 609-750-0618

hetp:/fholt.house.gov

July 2, 2009

The Honorable Robert M, Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Chair
Select Intelligence Oversight P':anel
Committee on Appropriations

Committee on Education
and Labor

Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence

Committee on Natural Resources

This is to inform you that the delegation‘ I was going to lead to Macedonia, Kosovo, and
Bosnia and Herzegovina during the time period of May 25-June 2, 2009 was cancelled.

Thank you very much for your time and assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

Fuah Pl

RUSH HOLT
Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

D 07517-09
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- @ongress of the nited States
Washingion, 8C 20515

Tuly 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are requesting a briefing on the draft Request for Proposal (RPP) for the KC-
X acquisition, prior to its release to industry.

As members of the United States House of Representatives, we are most
interested in understanding the intended evaluation and criteria from the previous source
selection and the rationale for those changes. In addition, we want to understand the
steps the Department has taken to address the areas of concern indentified by the June 18,
2008, General Accountability Office KC-X ruling.

As you may recall, during your testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense on June 8, 2009, you stated that you would “share the draft
RFP here in Congress as being a transparent process.” -

Mr. Secretary, we appreciate your stated commitment to move forward quickly in
an open and transparent manner with this acquisition effort and ook forward to your
response to this request. To schedule this briefing, please contact Jon Hand with
Congressman Jo Bonner at (202) 225-4931.

Sincerely,
% .
Jo Bonner :;Eby $
United States Representative Unitéd States Representative
First District — Alabama Second District ~ Alabama

| - OSD 0770609
- i
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Mike ers
United States tative
Third District - Alabama

Parker

United States Representative

Fifth District — Alabama

s o

Artur Davis

United States Representative
Seventh District ~ Alabama

No. 2701 P. 3

\ ¥
AN 2w s A
Robert Aderholt

United States Representative
Fourth District — Alabama

3 Bachus
United States Representative
Sixth District - Alabama

First District - Florida
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SUE MYRICK O e et
9TH DISTRET, NORTH CAROLINA {202] 225-1976
FAX: (202) 225-3389
CommmTees:
ENERGY AND COMMERCE ; DISTRICT OFFICES:
ﬁ\lt:::er;luu oo R & 8525 Ma;mu;aro!f: :OWMO
ComMERCE, TRADE, AND CONBUMER PROTECTION ; 0 CHARLOTTE, NC 28211
NS4 M e Congress of the United States Koo
AL evics 1bouse of Representatibves P
i Gastonia, NC 28052
WEBSITE: http/Aaww. house.govimyrick Miﬂﬂtﬂﬂ. Ba 20515 D F&oﬁgme“ﬁ
July 7, 2009
William J. Lynn
Deputy Secretary
Public Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1460 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Lynn:

I write to personally invite you to join me and top government officials for a summit of moderate
American Muslim leaders on July 20, 2009. The meefing will take place from 3:00-5:00 pm in the
Congressional Room North, located in the US Capitol Visitors Center. You are also welcome to stay for
a second session when these leaders meet with Members of Congress.

Over the past several years, many Members of Congress have had great concerns about the groups with
which government agencies meet and use for outreach to the American Muslim community. This
meeting seeks to link government officials with sfien-overlooked, moderate Muslim leaders.

During the meeting, moderate Muslim leaders I have invited will talk about their organizations and their
programs. [n addition, they will discuss issues important to the Muslim community here in America and
analyze several international issues. You will be able to ask them questions about their work ard obtain
their opinions about issues of interest to you and your office. | have personally met with these leaders and
worked with their groups on many projects; | am confident you will find this time with them very
valuable.

If for some reason you cannot attend, 1 ask that you please send a representative from your office.
However, it is my hope that you can attend this very important summit on July 20.

For more information, please contact my staffer, Andy Polk, at Andy.Polk@mail.house.gov or 202-225-
1976. Please RSVP to him by July 16, 2009,

Sincerely,
’ Sue Myrick

Member of Congress
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN ﬁﬂu ﬁ%ﬁg:&
JOHN P MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA L YOUNS, FLORDA |
AUAN B. MOLLOVAN, WES" ' FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA

MARCY KAPTUR, CHIO

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

PETER J, VISCLOSKY, INDIANA RODONEY P. FAELINGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY

NITA M, LOWEY, NEW YORK

TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

Bt R Congress of the Wnited Dtates  FEEEE-

JAMES P. MGRAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI

SDPASTORARIONA House of Representatioes G IES

JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS

ram, ey Mo oL Committee on Appropriations STV i s

LUCILLE AOYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA

DENNIS R. AEHBERG, MONTANA

SAM FARR. CALIFOANI

L e Aashington, PC 205)15-6015 SO R CHRTULTINS s

KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN JO BONNER, ALABAMA
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA N C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA STEVE! 3

STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.,, GEORGIA

MARION BEARY, ARKANSAS

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFDANIA

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA CLERK BA;[I::&A:;%ECTOR
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA
3
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA TELEPHONE
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK Iuly 6, 2009 (202) 225-2771

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
ICKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO AODAIGUEZ, TEXAS

LNCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Congresswoman Kay Granger, member of the
Committee on Appropriations, to travel on July 10-11, 2009, to Marinette, Wisconsin and
return to Ft. Worth, Texas.. The purpose of this trip is to attend a keel laying for the new
USS Fort Worth at the Marinette Marine Shipyard.

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary
expenses such as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by
31 USC 1108(g).

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Air
Force, furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by
military air.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 07694-09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

~ As part of the House Committee on Veterans® Affairs responsibilities, I authorize Cathleen
Wiblemo, Director of the Subcommittee on Health, and Martin Herbert, Director of the
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, to travel on official government business to
Chicago, IL and Hines, IL during the period of August 11-13, 2009. In addition, Sidath
Panangala, Analyst on Veterans Policy with the Congressional Research Service will accompany
Ms. Wiblemo and Mr. Herbert as a detailee.

The primary purpose of their visit is to gain further information and monitor the progress made
by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and the U.S. Navy in partnering to implement a
jointly administered medical facility in North Chicago, IL. In conduct of this effort, they will
visit the North Chicago VA Medical Center and the Great Lakes Naval Health Clinic.
Additionally, they will visit the Hines VA Medical Center in Hines, IL and the Jesse Brown VA
Medical Center in Chicago, IL to gain a greater understanding of the work being done at these
facilities.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Illinois. It would be appreciated if the Department of
Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate
this trip. The expenditures of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C. Section’1108(g).

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, please
contact Jeff Burdette of the Committee staff at (202) 225-9154,

Sincerely,

“Bes

BOB FILNER
Chairman
CW/jb
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WATER RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS

June 26, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense -

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

Tam contacting you to request that you review the Department of Defense’s continued
application of congressionally authorized exceptions to the Berry Amendment relating to the
procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams, as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon
fiber, from foreign sources. The materials are used in the manufacture of body armor and fire-
resistant uniforms, respectively.

As you know, the Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to give
preference in procurements to domestically produced, manufactured, or home-grown products —
notably food, clothing, fabrics, and specialty metals. Exceptions to this amendment allowing
DOD purchases of para-aramid fibers and yarns, as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon
fiber, from foreign sources may no longer warranted owing to the availability of suitable
materials in today’s U.S. marketplace. The recent use of these exceptions is having an adverse

impact on U.S. manufacturers and has undercut our policy of maintaining a strong and viable
defense industrial base.

In 1998, partially due to limited domestic competition and a reliance on sole-source contracts, a
statutory exception was created to the Berry Amendment to allow for purchases of para-aramid
fibers and yarns from foreign sources. The statutory exception is only applicable when the
Department makes a determination that procurement of para-aramid fibers and yarns from
domestic sources will result in sole-source contracts or subcontracts. As a result of the
exemption, the Department’s purchases of para-aramid fibers and yarns have become

increasingly dependent on foreign suppliers over the last decade. The marketplace has changed %
significantly in the last decade, however, and a variety of suitable materials now exist o
domestically. 2;

o ] -
Similarly, in 2008 a statutory exception was created for fire-resistant rayon fiber for the '5
production of uniforms. This exception allowed the Department to procure fire- resistant rayon ~=

fiber for uniforms from foreign suppliers if a determination was made that either fire-resistant gg

rayon fiber was not available domestically, or procuring such fiber domestically would result in —
sole-source contracts. g

==

==
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In the short period during which this provision has been in effect, foreign suppliers have
dramatically increased their market share. Currently, 90 percent of the ficlded Flame Resistant
Army Combat Uniforms are constructed of imported fiber. While environmental and other
concerns have caused domestic sources to forego production of fire-resistant rayon fiber for
uniforms, there are a variety of other fire-resistant fibers in today’s domestic marketplace—some
of which have out-performed rayon in evaluations for Army uniforms. As a result, the “rayon”
exception is not relevant and should not apply to future procurements.

Congress has given the Secretary of Defense discretion to determine whether either exception
should be used. However, current law mandates an annual review by the Secretary of Defense. I
look forward to working with you to advance a more balanced policy that both promotes
competition and preserves our ability to maintain and grow our domestic defense capabilities.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

%Sincerely,
Bill Shuster
Member of Congress
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July 14, 2009

The Honorable Ashton Carter

Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics
Department of Defense

Pentagon, Room 3E673

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Carter:

It has come to my attention that the United States Air Force and United States Navy are
currently negotiating a Memorandum of Agreement to proceed to Phase 2 of a
demonstration program called Imminent Fury. While I am an advocate for the
development of an irregular warfare capability, | am deeply concerned that this program
will ignore domestic manufacturers in favor of foreign competitors.

Originally a Navy demonstration program under the direction of Secretary Donald
Winters, Imminent Fury was designed to provide information on the benefits of a light
attack aircraft to the warfighter. An Embraer Super Tucano aircraft was leased by the
Navy for this program. Throughout Phase | of the demonstration program, the Navy
insisted that is agnostic with regards to the specific aircraft used. Given that a similar
domestic aircraft was still under development, the Navy made the argument that the lease
of a foreign aircraft was required for Phase 1.

As the Navy now along with the Air Force move forward with Phase 2, it is my
understanding that the domestic Hawker-Beechcraft AT-6B, will be available for testing
and evaluation. (The AT-6B is a derivative of the T-6, which is the widely-used joint
primary training platform for the United States military.) Throughout the concept
development and demonstration phase, acquisition best practices necessitate the
evaluation of alternatives, especially within the domestic market. Furthermore, the Air
National Guard (ANG) will be conducting similar evaluation activities using a Hawker-
Beechcraft AT-6B, an option clearly available to the Navy and Air Force.

The United States Government has invested $8.4 million into the Air National Guard
evaluation of the AT-6B and will likely invest additional resources in FY2010. For the
Department to ignore this investment and continue testing a foreign aircraft is the wrong
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approach, especially when the T-6 has served as the joint primary training platform for
the DOD for the past eight years.

In addition, Brazil, the home of Embraer, is not an exempt country under DFARS
225.872-1. As you know, this means that the Department of Defense is required to _
evaluate the availability of domestic products prior to contract award to a company from
a non-qualifying country. .

Based on all this information, I strongly recommend that the Department examine the
ANG demonstration program and develop a strategy for Imminent Fury that utilizes
domestic aircraft. To continue to lease the Embraer, when a similar domestic product is
reasonably available, is inappropriate.

1 look forward to working with you on this issue.
Sincerely,

Todd Tiahrt
Member of Congress

The Honorable Ray Mabus
Secretary of the Navy

The Honorable Michael Donley
Secretary of the Air Force
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense The Pentagon:
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

. I am writing to ask you to immediately begin a thorough review of the Commander’s Emergency
Response Program (CERP) and to provide a complete list of all proposals pending as of July 20 for
CERP projects in excess of $1,000,000. For years, this Committee has questioned the use and
management of CERP funds, totaling more than $10 billion since 2004. I understand the value of this
program for our combatant commandess. However, the Army and U.S. Central Command
(CENTCOM) have failed 1o justify ever-growing CERP requests or to execute proper management or
oversight of these funds, most of which are today being spent on the kind of infrastructure and
development projects more appropriately executed and administered by the U.S. Agency for
International Development. A fundamental review of CERP, its purpose, use and scope, is overdue,

Recent press reports and information from officials in-theater indicate intense pressure on
Provincial Reconstruction Teams and combatant commanders to “rush to spend” hundreds of millions of
dollars in CERP funds remaining for fiscal year 2009. Proposals for multi-million projects are being
thrown together with less thought given to the urgency or uscfulness of the project than to a desire to
ensure all funds are spent. This practice could conflict with section 8004 of the fiscal year 2009 Defense
Appropriations Act, which prohibits more than 20 percent of the appropriations in that Act limjted for
obligation in the current fiscal year from being obligated in the last two months of the year.

The original purpose of CERP was to provide combatant commanders a resource for responding
to “small-scale, urgent humanitarian relief and recopstruction” needs in their area of operation 10
immediately assist the people of Iraq and Afghanistan. Today, a majority of CERP funds are spent on
road construction and other “bricks and martar” projects that, while important, far-exceed the intended
scale and scope of the urgent projects CERP was intended to support. Furthermore, the pressure to spend
. CERP funds, which naturally drives commanders toward large-scale construction projects, is squeezing
out the small-scale humanitarian projects identified by company-grade and Special Forces troops as
providing an immediate benefit both to local nationals and to the safety and security of our own forces.

oo ol e g T

624 00/100°d  ¥52-1 2207 522 202 : }1LWO2GNg-e3.




The Honorable Robert M. Gates
July 15, 2009
Page Two

Over the last five years, CERP has grown from an incisive coupter-insurgency tool to an
alternative U.S. development program with few limits and little management. It is well-past time for
better oversight of this program from the Department of Defense. I look forward to hearing from you on
this matter. :

Sincerely, ,

, f’Q/ I ,,..ﬂ::‘
l' \

Joln P. Murtha

rman
Defense Subcommittee
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Congress of the United States

wasljingmn. BL 20515
June 24, 2009
Defense Secretary Robert Gates
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

While we strongly support our defense facilities and recognize that we need a robust
acquisition workforce, we are writing to express a concern that has been brought to our
attention regarding the method the government is currently using to increase the size of its
defense acquisition workforce. It is our understanding that on April 6, 2009, you announced
your goal to “increase the size of the defense acquisition workforce by converting 11,000
contractors and hiring an additional 9,000 government acquisition professionals by 2015.”

We would like to call your attention to an unintended consequence this policy is causing. We
are hearing from our small businesses that the policy is directly responsible for a significant loss
of employees to government positions. This action results in the contractor losing a valuable
resource they have trained at considerable cost-- sometimes specifically to meet government
requirements -- as well as revenue the contractor would have earned.

Our small businesses, such as the ones negatively impacted by the recent announcement, are
the driving force of our economy. Many small, defense contractors have suffered this past year
as a direct result of this tough economy. This has contributed to increases in unemployment
across the nation.

We want to do everything possible to help, not hinder, our small businesses. Moving forward,
we would like to work with you and the Department of Defense to create a balanced policy that
would achieve your goal of strengthening our defense, without harming our small businesses.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER Immwm‘ﬂ Il n Mm ﬂ
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STEVE AUSTRIA (OH-07) JASON CHAFFETZ (UT-03)
Member of Congress Member of Congress

GREGG% (Ms-03) : 'DUNCAN HUNTER (CA-52)
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ROBERT LATTA (OH-05)
Member of Congress
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July 6th, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
U.S. Department of Defense

Dear Secretary Gates:

Thank you for your recent visit to Bath Iron Works (BIW) and for taking the time to meet some
of the hard working and dedicated Mainers who contribute to the shipyard and our nation’s
defense. As Admiral Gary Roughead said, BIW is a “national treasure”, and I am glad you were
able to see the facility firsthand.

Maine has a long and proud history of contributing to the armed forces in unique and diverse
ways. In 1815, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNSY) in Kittery, Maine, built its first ship for the
United States, the USS WASHINGTON. Today, PNSY is preparing to work on next generation
of nuclear submarines, the VIRGINIA class. Bangor International Airport in Bangor, Maine, is
the primary departure and arrival point for the troops serving in Afghanistan and Iraq. Each day,
a group of dedicated veterans known as the “Troop Greeters” welcome our brave men and
women returning from combat and bid farewell to those departing for duty.

As you probably know, Maine is home to literally hundreds of small businesses who are
Department of Defense subcontractors. Many of these small businesses provide the DOD with
innovative research, products and materials to make our country stronger and more secure. |
hope you will come back to Maine to see more of how our state including these small business
contractors who are contributing to our national defense.

Thank you for considering this request, and I look forward to seeing you in Maine soon.

Sincerely,
Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress
T
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
The Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1155

- Dear Mr. Secretary:

On Wednesday, July 29, 2009, the Committee on Veterans® Affairs will conduct a
hearing titled “Meeting the Needs of Injured Veterans in the Military Paralympic
Program.” This hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 Cannon House
Office Building,

The Committee invites you, or your designee, to testify at the hearing to discuss
the number of seriously injured service members who have returned from Iraq and
Afghanistan in the past three years; what the Department of Defense is doing to
assist our seriously injured returning service members with their rehabilitation and
what their experience has been with the U.S. Paralympic Program or similar
programs; how many programs the Department of Defense currently has in place;
-and, what partnerships the Department of Defense has formed to provide
rehabilitation services to returning service members.

Please confirm your attendance by contacting Ms. Debbie Smith at (202) 225~
6389. You will be recognized for five minutes to make an oral statement;
however, your complete written statement will be made a part of the hearing
record. Please submit 70 copies of written testimony to Ms. Debbie Smith at 335
Cannon House Office Building by 10:00 a.m. on July 27, 2009. To reduce costs
and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in the printed record of the
hearing, please provide one copy of the testimony prepared in accordance with the
enclosed formatting requirements.
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July 16, 2009
Page 2

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives

(http://veterans.house.gov) and the Library of Congress (http://thomas.loc. gov).

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to
Ms. Debbie Smith at debbie.smith il house.gov. Additionally, the hearings are
now broadcast live, in real time, over the Intemnet, and are archived on our Web
site so they may be accessed following each hearing.

Ilook forward to hearing your views. Please contact Juan Lara, Staff Director of

the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, at
(202) 225-9756 if you have any questions.

rely,

BOB FILNER
Chairman
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