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T LETTERS

.

A Cutlet for the Countess
Sir: ~ v
Nature indeed follows art; at least so it
would. seem if we can believe your Viennese
correspondent who reported The' Elephant
restaurant [TiMe, Jan. 23]. .
"The story of the elephant cutlet concluded
Ludwig Bemelmans’ first book published
here, My War with the United States (1937).
As many of your readers will remember, the
story coricerned a Viennese restaurateur who
wanted to run a restaurant such as had never
existed before, and advertised “Cutlets from
Every Animal in the World.,” His first cus-
tomer, a countess, asked for an elephant cut-
let. The chef rose to the occasion with the
punch line; “Madame, I am very sorry, but
for one cutlet we cannot cut up our elephant.”
.+ MaArsHALL A. BEesT
The Viking Press, Inc.
New York City

Marklll . d

Sir: &

* It. was a-pleasant surprise to find our

neighbor Mark III on the cover of TmMe
[Jan.. 23]. Three cheers for Artzybasheff’s
originality and for the clear and masterfully
written article . . . | ' ”

[But] you should have made somewhat
clearer the point that these differential ana-

* lyzers are entirely subservient to the direction

of man. They may blow a fuse, or mark time
like a contingent of soldiers faced into a stone
wall, if asked to do something any intelligent
dog would consider simple. Machines cannot
get beyond the graphic or punched tape in-
structions fed into them ...
. PerEr H. NasH

Harvard University

Cambridge, Mass. .

Sir:

" Congratulations on your cover! For a.long
time I have known that it takes a superman
to-be a naval officer. I am-glad that TiuME has
at last realized that fact. _ .. . .

T Morris P. LANDISS
Nashville, Tenn,

Sir: ) .
May I say that reading such an article . . .
in a magazine that has the background and
sensibility that TiME has, is much more terri-
fying than the atom or hydrogen bomb’s

~ u

* worst psychological effecfs. Whether you

know it or not, you have printed the most

alarming story I have ever read. You scared,

me to death.
ToM Barow
Bloomington, Ind.

Sir: ’ )
. « » TrMe has given a very clear picture of
a complicated mechanism, except one item.
Will you kindly explain to me how come that
“o is 0; 1-is 1, but 24s 10; 3 is 11; 4 is r00;
and 14 Is 110”2 . .. 0 o
This one has me, cornered . . .
’ ‘EveLYn, A,

Jarvis
Lakeland, Fla.

q Ordinary numbers are called “deci-
mal” because théy have ten digits:
0,1,2,3,4,5;6,7,8 and 9. When all the
digits have been used (7.e.,'a number

above 9), the digit 1 is moved a

space to the left and assigned a value
ten times as great as before, Decimal
eleven, for instance, is written: 1
(1 times ten plus 1).

Binary numbers. work exactly the

>

same way, except that there are only ’
two digits, o and 1, and a shift to the
left merely doubles a digit’s value in-
stead of multiplying it by ten. Here-
with'a short table of the two systems:

Decimal Blnary
Q 0
1 1
2 10
3 11
4 100
5 101
6 110.
7 111
8 1000
9 1001 -
10 1010
11 1011
12 1100
13 1101
14 1110
15 1111
16 10000
17 10001
18 10010 -

Sir:
What are the chances of obtaining the
services of Mark III for the.balance of the
Santa Anita season?
H. M. Crapwick
Thermal, Calif.

Q. Will Horseplayer Chadwick please
translate his handicapping figures into
binary numbers?—ED.

Sir: 5 .

The special language of numbers spoken by
Mark III brings to mind-the declamation of
the witch rejuvenating Goethe’s Faust:

See, thus it’s donel” "

Make ten of one,

And two let be,

Make even three,

And rich thow'lt be.

*Cast o'er the_fourl™

From five and1six

[The witch’s tricks]

Make seven and eight,

'Tis finished straight!

And nine is one,

And ten is none.

This is the witch’s once-one’s-onel . . .
Tromas K. HERRMANN

Washington, D.C.

Mark il
Sir; . ’
- It seems to be one of the peculiar conse-
quences of the industrial revolution that a
house painter gets paid more than a high-
school teacher, If this is indeed caused by the
coming of machines to replace the muscle,
then why shouldn’t the high-school teacher
hope that machines come to replace the mind?
RoBERT STOCK . ,
Zurich, Switzerland |, N

Sir:

You may be grateful to know that I intend
to cancel my subscription to TiME effective
with the first issue edited by any of the
progeny of Mark III.

Raren P. JoLy
Great Falls, Mont.

Sub for Sale?..
Sir: '

Will you ask your readers whether any of
them who has bought, inherited or received
as gift a perpetual subscription to TiMe is
prepared to sell it to me? » -

Incidentally, every ownér of such perpetual

TIME TIM published weekly by TEME Ine., at 540 N. Michlgan Ave.. Chlcage, 11, 1llinols, U.S.A, Printed In Parls, France,by GEORGES LANG. C-97.Le Gérant:
February 13, 1950 Tage BOLANDER. Entmdyxs second-¢lass matter January 21, 1928, atthe Postefice at Chleago, I11., under the uKIgggrédffa_Izgoggnunu{ Editlea.

subscription might find it advisable to dispose .
of it, by sale or gift, during his life, because
the establishment of its taxable value in the
estate may cost more than $6o in fees and

estate expenses, as there exists hardly any

comparable asset.
K. KAUFFMAN-GRINSTEAD
New York City

g.iggura’rs_ & Crocodile Tears .
)} o =

Your comparison of “wedding-cake mod-
ern” skyscrapers to the Babylonian ziggurat
[TrME, Jan. 23] is most apt. For the ziggurat
was none other than the Tower of Babel, a
culture center for men intent on creating a
world unified without God. Babylon the
Great marches on: “Alas, alas, that great city
« « .” (Revelation 18:16). .

Epwarps E. ELLioTT
St. Andrew’s “Presbyterian Church
Baltimore, Md. e

Sir: :

« .« The ziggurat served remarkably well
its purpose of being a man-made hill on a
marshy, level plain, from which the astrono-
mer-priest made his observations. Today’s
architectural “wedding-cake” in its own stead
serves with ‘keen acuteness the need of pro-
viding today’s businessman with the area
necessary for conducting his affairs. Lifted by
a mechanical device to his allocated level, he
proceeds to pound the keys of his typewriter
and make his phone calls—layer upon layer.
At the end of the day he is vomited out;
scurries into the-holes provided in the side-
walk, and is not seen until the next morning.

This need and solution as seen in the
changing skyline of New York City shows
only that the architect has been able to ex-
press with complete, esthetic frankness the
purpose_of the structure. The long lines of
glass, stainless steel and brick are fresh'and
esthetically sound, and do not collest as much
dust as did their predecessors with layer upon
layer of excremental ornament. '

It may well bappen that some people with
a feeling of nostalgia for the existing and the
past will in the year 2050 shed a few crocodile -

become ~obsolete: and are- demolished.”
V. BoBoviTCH

N. Foox
New York City

. . . That American culture is in a state of
decadence .is quite evident . .. One cannot
help but compare the tottering Roman Em-
pire under Diocletian and Constantine with
the profit-crazed building empire of New
York City. . -

The Rbmans allowed their construction to
deteriorate to the point where it was no long-
er Roman. Thé beautiful buildings of the
expanding Republic are still in evidence to-
day, while those of the Empire have fallen
centuries ago. When 2 government is young
and healthy it is reflected in every activity of
its people, but when it is slowly rotting, its
people and culture rot with it..

¢ Jorn E. HUEGEL
Farmville, Va. -
Tits on a Toot
Sir: :
I might suggest that the unusual behavior
of the blue tits in England [TIME, Jan. 23]
was occasioned by their eating fermented ber- .
ries. It is.not an unusual occurrence for birds -
to become somewhat Inebriated as a result af,
partaking of fermented sap or berries. The

. yellow-bellied sapsucker of our country is

known for its queer behavior in this respect.
’ Joun V. DENNIS

Department of Biology *

University of Florida

Gainesville, Fla, . - ‘
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__tears for these same_ buildings-when-they-too-- .
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