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HORACE W. SCHMAHL 
TRIAL PREPARATION 

TBLBPHONB·OICIBY 4·.7ge 

ROBBRT 8. ClILSON • ..IR. 

BDWARD ~. ClAMBBR 

A •• OCIAT •• 

Mr. Thomas Spencer, Special Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Court House 
Foley Square 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Spencer: 

i 

112 "/f'tdia", !/'t,.ul 

~ CfYHi $, .A(t&:' 

~2 November 1950 

I 

TOday I had a visit from Mr. J. i Howard Haring, the hand­
wri ting expert who had been r.etained upon!.#)ur Buggestion by Mr. 
McLean in the original Hiss i ,nvest1ga.tionr I had an occasion to 
use Mr. Har1ng on some other matter, and he told me that Mr. Lock­
wood had recently called on hlm, accompan~ed by an attorney named 
Lane. Mr. Haring told me tha~ Messrs. Loqkwood and Lane had with 
them a typewriter expert name~ Tytel. According to Mr. Haring, 
Lockwood and Lane propos~ to retain Mr. Haring to assist Mr. Tytel 
in some task which he had undertaken upon :the request of Messrs. 
Lockwood and Lane in anticipation of a nev~ trial in the Hiss CBse. 

i 

It appears that Ty~e 1 had been ~etai ned . by Mr. Hi 8S t 

attorneys to reconstruct a Woodstock typew:r1ter which would have 
the identical type characteristics as the machine on which the 
Whi ttaker Chambers paper8 had :been typed ~ : It seems furthermore 
that Tytel 1s do1ng this work !with the aid i of typed records ohly. 
He claims that he has not seeri or had any physical contact with 
the Wood stock typewriter whi ch fi gured in t.he ori g1 na 1 tr1 a1. 
Tytel told Mr. Haring that he iexpected to testify in this anticipated 
new tri al that he had been abl:e to reproduce a machine hav int-E the 
sarne type characteristics as the m Bchi nei i;ltroduced 1n the c OUr,Se 
of the or1ginal tr1al w1thout iever having seen this machine • .Lhis 
would appear to indicate that Hiss l new co~nsel might try to argue 
that the Whi ttaker Chambers Papers, (m the ibasi s of mich H1ss was 
convicted, were forger1es produced on a mach1ne other than the 
Fansler WOOdstock typewriter which had beeri doctored up to match 
the type of that machine. Mr. , Tytel furthe,rmore told Mr. Haring 
that 1n the course of h1s efforts to producie a Wood stock typewr1 ter 
which would match the type character1 st1ce :of the original machine, 
he went IIform blind·lI • Mr. Haring tells me :that "form blindness" 
i 8 an occupat1onal ailment that some times b:ef a.ll s handwri ting or 
typewri t1 ng expert s when they conc entrate s!t.renuou ely on certain 
types of print or wr1ting over a period of ~ime. Tytel wanted to 
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! 
retain Haring to complete his work. HarIng, who is a good patriotic 
American, said that he would have none of it ~nd suggested that 
Messrs. Lockwood, Lane and Tytel leave h~s office. 

! 

Mr. Kenneth Simon left wi th my! secretary an affid avi t 
obviously prepared by Mr. Rosenwald, whlch he wanted me to sign. 
I refused to sign this affidavit. Howev~r, I am sending you here­
wi th enclosed a copy of it for your file's. 

i 
I expect tobe pretty well tiep up for the remainder of 

this week and therefore, find it d1ff1cu~t to drop up and see you 
personally. , ; 

! 
I would prefer that you destroy this letter after 1 t has 

served your purpose. I remain, w1 th my very best personal regards 
to your se li and Mr. McAnd rews, 

~, ., lthfully yours, 

~~/~ 
; 

P. S. Needless to say that any other lnformatlon that will come 1nto 
my hands will be promptly submitted to you. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

-again~t-

ALGER HISS 
. • 

- - - - - - - - - -' - - - -
3TATE OF NEW YORK 

S3,. 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK 

HORACE W. SCHMAHL, being duly s!worn, deposes and says: 
i 

1. I am a private investigatori duly licensed under the 
I 

laws of New York and ha~ing offices 

New York, New York. 

kt 62 William street, 
1 

i 
1 

2. During Decembe~, 1948 and for some months prior 
I 
i 

thereto, I was engaged tin making an ~nvestigatiori on behalf 
I i 

of Alger Hiss. One of the obj ects '.of that investigation was 

to trace a Woodstock typ:~wri ter atorie time owned by Mr. 
i I 
: i 

Thomas Fansler, of Philad,e lphia, Pen~sy Iv ania. 
. i! 

3. Early in December, 1948 I iriterviewed Mr. Harry L. 
. I 

i 

Martin who was then an e~ployee of a~ agency of the North-

western Mutual Life Insurance Company! in Philadelphia, Pennsyl 
, i 

v ani a. Mr. Martin informed me that he had been emp loyed durin 
\ 

the latter 1920' s by Mr. Thomas Fansl~r who was at that time 
i 

a special agent of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 

Company. T/r. M-artin also stated that ~e purchased a Woodstock 

typewri ter on behalf of Mr. Fansler f~om Mr. Thomas Grady; 

that tllat Woodstock typewriter was th~reafter used in the 

office of Mr. Fansler until shortly b~fore Mr. Fansler's re-
: " ! 

. i 
tirement; that shortly berore his rettrement, Mr. Fansler 

; i . 

t,ook the_~a~d, W.ODd,sto-cK ty.pewr;ttert and\ other-pers'bnal'property 

i 
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from his office to his home; and th~t during the entire period 

of Mr. Martin's employment with Mr.! Fansler, which continued 

unti 1 Mr. Fansler's retirement, there was at no time any 
! 

Woodstock typewriter in f,lr. Fansleri's office except the Wood- i 

! 
stock typewriter above ;referred to-I To the best of my re-

. i 

collection Mr. Martin told me thRt he purchased said Woodstock , 
! 

typewri ter in 1928. I 

Sworn to before me thi~ 

day of , 11950. 
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