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MEMO:
I.C. Th~1333
Re: ALGER HISS

At 11:00 AM on August 3, 1948, a hearing was in
progress in the offices of the Commltles on Ways and Means
in the new office builuing, Washington, D«C. The following
colloquy took place:
"Mr. Stripling: Mr. Chambers, are you before the Comaittee

in response to & subpoena that was served

on you yesterday?

"ir, Chambers: I am.

"Mr. Stripling: Will you state your iull nane.

"Mr. Chambers: vavid Wwhittaker thaubers.

"Mr. Stripling: what 1s your present sddress?

"My, Chembers: 9 Rockefeller Flaza, New York City.

“I-'Ir.. Stripling: What 1s your present occupationt

"Mr. Chambers: I am a senlor editor of Time Magazines
"Mr. Stripling: Where and when were you born?

"Mr. Chambers: I was born April 1, 1901, in Philadelphla.
"Mr. Stripling: How long have you been assoclated with

Time Magazine?
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"Mr. Chambers} Nine years.
Yip, Stripling: Prior to that whaft was your occupation?
"Mr. Chambers: I was a member of theCommunlst Party and

a pald functionary of the Party.

"Mr. Stripling: Wien did you join the Communlst Party?
"Mr, Chambers: 1921s
"r. Stripling: How long did you remain a member of the

Communist Party?
"Mr. Cheamberss: Until 1937."
Somewhat later in the inberrogation Mrs Chambers
asked for, end recelved, permission to resd a prepared
statements In this prepared stabement he outlined the activitiles
of an underground Communist Parky spparatus that was operating
in the CGliy of Washingtony DeC., durinz the years 1935, 1936,

and 1937. Among persona he named as being members of Lhis

apparatus was Alger Hiss.

S I I R T

als

On August 5; 19485 the following colloquy took
place in the same hearing room in the form of sworn testimony

of Alger Hisa:

"Mr. Ranking Will you pleas3s glve your age and place
of birth?
Yi{r. Hisss T was born in Baltimore, Jaryland, on

November 11y 1QCkw,fr 23368
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"I am here at my own request to deny
unqualifiedly various statements about
me which were made before this Committee
by one Whlttaker Chambers the day before
yosterday. I appreciate the Committests
having promptly granted my request. I
welcome the opportunity to answer to the
best of my ablllby any inguiries members
of this Comittee may wish to ask me.

I sm not, and never have bsen, a member
of the Communlst Party. I do not and
never have adhered to the tenet;s of the
Communist Partye I am not; and never
have been, & member of any Comaunist
front organizations« I have never followed
the Communist Party line directly ox
indirecf;ly. To the best of my knowledge

none of my friends is a Communist.”

Thus began one of the most publicized controversies

of recent time,

‘The case of the U«S. va., Alger Hlss ran

through two lengthy trials, the first one beginning May 31,

1949, and ending July 10, 1949, in a disagreement, eight

of the jurors voting for convictlon ana four for acquitial.
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The second trial began November 17, 1949, &nd snded Januery 20,
1950, in the convietlon of Alger Hiss for the crime of perjurye.

On January 25, 1950, Alger Hiss asppeared before the
Honorable Henry J. Goddard in the Southsrn District of New
York, and he was on this day sentencea to flve years
imprisonment on sach of two counts 6f an indictment, sald
sentencs to run concurrently. On the same day, he was
released on bail in the amount of £10,000. pending appeal.
Following hls convictlon his asbborneys made an appeal of
the lower court's decision to the United States Circult Court
of Appeals; Second Circult.

On Dscembsr 7, 1950, the Honorable Harle Chase,
Avgustus Hand; and Thomas Swan, sitting In the Unlted States
Cireult Court of Appeals, Secona Clrculty New York City,
unanimously uphald the conviction of the lower courbs
Thereafter Hiss! lawyers sought & writ of certiorari befors
the Unlted States Jupreme Court. On ilarch 12, 1951, thelr
petltion for certliorari was denied, and on March 22, 1951
Alger Hiss surrvendered to the Distriet Court for the
Southern District of New York to commence serving his
sentence. J

The testimony of whittaker Chambers a&s previously

set forth was "aug;;ented by considerable addltional testimony
Kisseloff-23370




by Chambers before the House Cormittee on Un~American Activities
in which he outlined in great detall his sctivities in a
Communist Party underground apparatus in Washingbton, in
particular hls activitles and close personal assoclatlon
with ﬁlggr,ﬁiss, a2 member of this Communlst Party apparatus.
In his testimony before the Houss Comulttee, Chavbers related
in detall the close ralationshlp that exlsbted between the
Hiss family and the Chambers family durinz a4 period from
1935 to early 1938+ In contrast, the testimony of Alger
Hiss during his first appearances befors the Committee t ook
the form of a complete denlal of, knowledss of, or friendship
with, Whitteker Chamberss As a result of the affirmative
statements of Whittaker Chambers and the negutive replies
oy slger idiss insorar es the assocluvion ol ithess two
Individuals was concerned, & confrontation was arranged.

On the evening of August 17, 1948, Hiss and
Chambers met 4t the Commodore Hotely New York Cliy, and
after some discussion between the two uen, Alger Hiss
positively ldentified Chambers as one George Crosley whon
he had casually known in Naéhington in 1935 as & free lance
writer dolng ressarch on the munitions Inwustry. At the
timo of the confrontatlion Hiss stlill denied beiny & member
of the Comrmnist Party and challenged Chambers to nake this
statement outaslide of the immunity dfijsejeff-2B378he halls of

Congrass.
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On August 27, 1948, Uhittaker Chambers appeared
as a guest on the radio program "Meet the Press" over Statlon
WOL in Washington, D.C. During this program he was interviewed
concerning hls assocliation with Alger Hiss, and while on this
program accused Alger Hiss of having been & member of the
Communist Partys

In October of 1948 Alger Hiss, through his
counsel, William Marbury, filed a slander~libel action in the
Federsal Uistrict Courk at Baliimore, Maryland, charging
Chambsrs with damsges in the amount of §75,000. as a result
of the latter'!s statement on the radlo charging him with
being a Communist.

On November 1lli, 1948, during the course of a
pre~trisl examination of Cnambers in connectlon with the
alsnder-libel sul®t in Baltimore, the latter produced four
handwritten notes and 65 typewritten pages of documents which
Chambers sald he had received from Alger Hiss in 1938. All
of these papers Chambers claimed contalned material from the
files of the State Department which had been obtalned by
Alger Hiss and burned over to Chamberss

An examination of these documents by both counsel
for Chambers and Hiss indaicated a strong probability that

tihey were paraphrasings or verbatlm coples of confidential
Kisseloff-23372




official State Department documents. By agreement of
counsely and by order of Unlted states Digbrict Judge

(_‘.'he_stnqt of Baltimore, the documents were turncd over to
the United States Department of Justics. Chambers, at the ’
time he turned these documents over, testlifled he had
recelved them from Alger Hiss and thak they were eventually
to be given by Chambers to Colonel Boris Bykovs Colonel
Bykov, according to Chumbers, was & Russisn-born Soviet agent
opersting in the United States and was Chambera' superidr.
On Novembsr 2, 1948, the Department of Justice turned tinese
documents over to the Federal Bureau of Im}estigation and
requested an lmiedlate investigation of this anatter. These

, documents wore examined by the FBI Laboratory and it was

;‘ deflinitely deteruinsa thut the t;ped lmpresssions were mads by
a Woodstock typewriter.

On becember l, 1948, Alger Hiss was Interviewed

by agents of the Baltimore Q0ffice. He denled ever having
given official State Department documents to Chambers or any

other unauthorized persons He exauined the typewritten

documents and related that they appeared to be aubthentic

copies’or summaries of offlcial Sbabe Department material.
He readlly admitied the four handwritten notes were in hils
handwrltinge With respect to any typewrlters owned by the
Hiss family, he sald that at one time there was an old-fashiodned

Kisseloff-23373
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machine in his home,; "possibly an Underwood™. This machins,
he sald, was zlven to his wife, Priscills, by the latterts
father, Thoras Fansler, who had been in the insurance business
in Thiladelphia. e sald Myrs. Hiss daisposed of this typewriter
by selling it to either & second-hand typewrlier concern or
2 gecond-hand dealer In Washingtony; De.Cs, some time
subsequent to 1938. Immediately thercafter agents of the
| Washingbon Field Office canvassed all second~hand typewriter
dealers In Washinzton who had been in business since 1937«
\{ No record of thoe purchase or sale of this typewrlber was
. Tound.
; It was pot until the beglnning of the first trlal
on May 31, 1949, that the all-im.ortant Woodstock typewriter
r showed ups It was produced in Court by Ldward Nelazn, one
of the Hiss attorneyss This typewriter hiéd not been dlsroged
of in thez r.enner described by Miss in Decomber of 1948, butb
actually had been ;iven %o one of the Catlett brothers, vho
used to do odd jobs for the Hiss faailly In 1938,
The disposal of thils typewrlter, together with the
events leadiny to 1ts belng offered in evidence at the trial,
!was one of the more imporitant aspacts of thls case. The

\ \i’ailure by the PBI to locate this typewriter acecelerated

\

‘thelr offorbts bo atbempt to luenbify the typing on these
Kisseloff-23374
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documents with a typewriter owned by the Hisses. If the
Hisses had besn the owners of the typewriter which was
used to prepare the 65 questloned aocuments, it followed
that in all probability they had also prepsred other
documents on the same machine which could be identified
a8 having originated from it. The big question wos where
would these documents be located.

Priscilla Hiss was a graduate of Bryn Mawr
Unlversity in Pennsylvania. She had also been an officer
of the university slumml association. Inquiry at the
college falled to produce any typewritten letters or other |
momoranda that ¥Mras Hiss might have alrected to the college.
flowever, ingquiry of the Bryn Mawr Alumnl Assoclation produced

more concrebte resulits. An alumni report dated Hays 1937,

e T

Tttt T e e e

prepared by Priscilla Hiss was located.

DO e S0

Priscilla Hiss had attended the Univeraity of
Marylend in the Summer of 1937. Inqulry at this institution
produced a Lypewrltten letter from Mrs. Hlss dated May 25, 1937.

‘I‘imaihy Hébson, Alger Hiss'! stepsony had abttended
the Landon School at Bethesda, Marylands Injuilry heve by
agents ol the FBI uncovered a typewritten letter dated

P

beaember 9, 1936, to the ﬂead;&%er and signed by Alger Hlss,.
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These letters were exarilned by the FBI Laboratory.
The aocument examiners reached the definite concluusion that
the typewriting appearring on the Landon sehool letter, the
Bryn llawr repori, and the Unlversity oi Maryland letter,
wes prepared on the saue typewritexf _thai:. was used 1o 'preepgre
the 65 jquestioned documents tﬁa.ﬁ were turned over by Chambers
in the Baltimore dispositions
“ On Lecember 2; 1948, in response to a subpoena
served by the House Committee on UnwAmericun Activitles,
Chambers produced the now famous pumpkin pavers. Tuey
conslsted of two snort strips of develored microfilm containing
photographs of origin;al state vepart-ent documents and taree
rolls of unueveloped film. Chambers claimed he placed t.ese
mlerorilias iu a awllovwed-out puipkin ac us beliavod thios to
be an excellent hiuing place for the naterial he thought
was of great valuee

Luring Lecember of 1948 =lger iliss anc whittaker
Ci.ambers appemred before a federal Urana Jdury in New York
City. This Grand Jury was hearing witnesses In comnnectlon
with possible violations of the esplonage laws of the Unlbed v
States and other relatad Federal criminal statubtes. opeclal
Agents of the I'BI as well as a score oi other witnesses gave
: testimony to thls drand Jury. On Decenber 15 this Grand JurLﬁ

/ianded up to Judge John W. Clancy omsgté}gffmrn Distrliet of

i
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New York & true bill in two counts chargling in one count;
that Hiss! testimony was untrue when he stated Before
the Grand Jury that while he was employed in the Dep artment
of 5tate in the months of February and Maprch; 1938, he dild
not furnish, deliver, or transmit to Chambers, not & person
suthorized to receive such, copies of nmumerous secreb,
confidential and restricted documents, writings, notes, and
other papers, the originals of wrich had theretofore been
removed and abstracted from the possession and custouy of the
Department of State in violation of law; count two, that the
testimony of Alger Hiss was unirue when he stated that he did
not, in fact, see and converse with Chembers in or about
the months of February and March, 1938, in violation of a
Faderal statutbe.

On Decembesr 16, 1948, Hiss appeared in Federal
Court befors the Honorable John W. CGlancy and pleaded not
gullty to'both of the sbove counts in the Indictments Bond
was fixed in the amount of §5,000. which was immediately
furnished.,

‘ On May 31; 1949, the trial of Alger Hlss was

' fcommenced before Federsl Judge Samuel H. Keufman in the
. Southern District of New York, and thus started one of the
y\\‘most publicized trials of recent times. This trial recelved

/press coverage not only from all ofKissRlofflBdF mewspapers of
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the Unlted States,‘but representatives of the European
press as well were in attsndance at both this and the second
trisl.

One of the many facets of thls investigablon was
the eéxhaustlive interviews with Whitteker Chambers. Beginning
shortly after the indictment, and continuing through April
1} of 1949, Chambers was Interviewed for approximately six to

seven hours a day, each day of the week excluslve of Sunday.
Hils background from the time he could first remembsr it was
gone Into in minute detail -- his early 1life, his collsge
daysy his membership in the Communist Parvty, his leaving
the Party at ths time of the Stalinist-Lovestonite quarral,
his reentering the Party actively agein in 1933, his first days
in the uvwndsraround, his acquaintanceship with J. Peters in
New York and Wasalngbon, his development of the Washingion
apparatus, hls new superior, Boris Bykpv; his meeting with
Alger Hiss, every detall of his social 1ife as it perbtalned
to the Hisses and the Chambers, his method of operation,

the meetings with Alger Hiss on 28th Street, on P Streaet,
ana on Volte Placey; where he received State Department
documents from slger or Prisclillu, the method he used

in photographing these documents, those who had asslsted
him, the identiby of his assistants, the varlous residences

that were used as phobographic studiesdgrnihmse operationsy

his assoclabtion with Franklin end Vietor Perlo, Harry Loxzter
w 12 -




White, Vincent Reno, Willim and George Plgman,; David Carpenter -«
each single small blt of evidencs gone into in the most

minute debtally, so that at the conclusion of these interviews
there were hundreds of pages of factual information as recalled

by Whibtaker Chambers. As he brought to light each new bl

jjof information agents in the various citles where a particular

{]situation took place immediately started to check 1t out and

| A ["verify ite It was a longs; bhard, btims-consuming job, bubt it
‘ was Just one phase of ths work of the FBI in conne¢tion with
thls lwportant case.
0f utmost importance was the obtaining and
ldentifying of persons who might have seen Chambers and Hiss
together during 19355 1936 snd 1937. Because of the ebvious
secret nature of thelr work, the only ones who had ever ssessen

; Chambers and Hiss togsther other than thelr respective wlves
i‘ P 'rwere three colored malds. Two of these malds were malds of
‘ 74 the Hisses. One was the mald of the Chambers when they lived
. f In Baltimore. Claudie Catlett, one of the Hiss maids, was

&«

1 located, but she only recalled having seen Chambsrs on one

i

occasion when Alger Hiss was not present in the Hiss household.

EDITH MURRAY

\ Again during the lengthy interview with Chaembers
"t . , "
\ / e pointed out that wille he was 1iﬁsgélojf¥}2§%%oimore both
i{ Alger and Priscilla Hiss had visited the Chambers on several
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occasions. He julte definibtely recalled that at lesst on
some of thesa visits the Chambers! colored maldy Edith, was
in the house. Unfortunalbely Chambers was unable to glve
much of a descrliptlion of thls woman, but did recall some

| sketchy information about her husband, This information
about the maid, Edith, was obtained in January of 1949, and

from that time untll just before the second trial in Noveber

'

“ 1 of 1949 efforts to locate this woman were futile. A systematlc

i survey had been nads of all employment agencies in Baltimore
| surplyinz domestic service during the perifod of 1935, 1936

\ and 1937, and an sbttempt was made Ho ldentify and Interview
t

! all women spplicsnts who had ths £lrst name Edith. This met

f with no success. Ths colored maids of people in the vicinity
“ of the Cheorberst home in Raltimores wers Inberviewed, butb
( they could furnish no leads as te the ldentity of the urknown
Ediths

Durinz the Summer of 1949, between the two triuls
of Alcer Hiss, Agents of the Balbtimors Office declided to
interview YMr. and Mrs. Chembers azain in & possible effort

to obtain new leads on the mald. Tals Interview took place

~ 'at the Chambers far in Westminster, Maryland. After some

!,

j

b conversation, iirs, Chambers suddenly rescalled thet at one

¥
L

[
i tlre she had painted a portrait of Edithe & search of the

1

Chaxzbers attic resulted in findinzy iskiorponsBgeit. Pholtogrephs

of this portralt were wmade, and again systematlc Interviews

mlh.m




of persons in Bultimore who might identify Edith were
conducdted and the photograph displayed to them. One of these
individuals recognized this photograsph, ara wus subsequently
able to procure Ralth's current address. One of the sgents
of the Balbtlmore O0fflce called abt thls address, and noting
the similarity of the woman who answered the door with the
person deplcbed in the photograph, dld not lmmedlately
identify himself as an agent of the FBL, but took the
photograpiy out of als pocket, showed 1t to this woman, and

| asked her wao she thought it might ba. Edlth repllied,

0
! MWny, that!s me."

i

; Subse juont deballed interviews with her revealed

ke B e

}‘f that she was BEalba .jurray wao Lzl been the mald at the

I
!
|

Cnamnbers home on Eubaw Place in Baltimore and knew the

.‘

i

|

{

, Chanmbers waile she was working for them as the Cantwells.

TTT e,

" Durlng tho Inbterviews she was shown & photograph of Alger
and Priseilla Hiss and definitely ldentlified the photogreph

Priscllla Hiss as one of Mrs. Chambers! Wasaingbon friends.

woman's husbande
At the Iincepbion of the second Alger Hiss trial,

e o ———
. 4 S S e - ol e

!

j

!

‘ Siie toenbatively identifled a photograph of Alger Hiss as this

Kisseloff-23381
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Edith Murray wss placed In the lobby of the Unlted States
Court House in New York Cilty and Instructed to observe all

persons enterine the court room to determine If she could

¥ plek out from these neople the couple who had vlisited the

Chambeaprs a2t Baltimore. As Mr. and Mrs. Hiss stepped from an

elevator, Edith Murray lmmediately made an unquestionable

s s

B

. 1dentification of them.

\Sﬁé‘mha‘équﬁﬁsly appearsd at the trisl and was

probably one of ths most important Govermment witnesses,

parm—

Both Alzer and Priscllla Hiss had steadfastly ciaimed on the
witness stand in both trisls that they had only seen Mr,
and Mrs. Chambors & few times and on those occasions the
meetings were in Washington, D.C. They categorleally denied
thit they hed avar reen ther onywhers slsse.

After Edith Murray was sworn, Tom Murphy, then
Government counssl, asked her a few guestions about her
backzround, ebout her work with the Chambers feamily, and
whether the Chambers family had any visltors. ©She testified
thet the Chambers had very few visltors. Murphy then rather
dramatlcally asked 1f she eould ldentify any persons she
had seen in the Chambers home in Baltimare that mi~ht be
presently 1r the court rooms Shs shood up on the witness
stend, looked around the court room, and then said, "There is
the lady rirht there with the blackihgfpdiggihe thing on the
side." She had ldentified Priscilla Lilss. She was then
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asked 1f she would be able to identify the latter's husband
snd she replied, "Yesy I couldn't help but remember him."
She thereafter pointed out Alger Hiss for the judze and jurys

In the course of her testimony Edith llurray
recalled one Instance whore Prisclille Hlss came down from
Washington to stay over nlght wita the small Chambers child.
Sne testified bthat Mrse Chambers was pregunant at the time
and had tec go to YNew York City tuv see her aoetor« Since Edith
tinished her work abt around elgnt ofclock in tue evening,
it would of course necessibate someons sbaying at Lhe house
to rilnd the small chllde. she recalled & §onversation she
had with Mrs. Hiss wnlls she was giving bthe baby & babns
She remembered that Mrs. Hiss steted she too had & small
c¢hlld whose name wus Timmy. bShe reculled anotner occasion
when Mr. and .irs. Hlss came to the Chembers residsnce fov
dinner: She remembered serving thes alnner and remarked that
there seamed to be such a great difference between the two
familiess bShe testiified that Mr. and Jrs. Chambers werse nob
too well dressad while Mr.« and E«Ir's. idilss sppeared to be
fashionably dressed. She was crosa-examined by :ir. Cross
at lengthy bub sine renninea calm ana collected anu waa
unsheken in hier testimony.

THE FIRST TRIAL

On May 31, 1949, the 1'1,@%'&?;2%831' Alger Hiss

began in the United Stabtas Court House on Foley Square.




The trial judge was the Honorsble Samiel He Keufman. The
defendant Algor 'Ilss had as hls principsl counsel Lloyd Paul
Stryker, & well-known New York attorneye He was asalsted by
ettorneys Herold Shayiros Edward MeLsan, Robert Von iMehrons,
end Harolc PRoscrwalds The Government was represcnbted by
Thomes F. Murphy, then the hesd of the Criminal Ddvision of
the United stetes Atborneyls O0ffice in Few York City and who
is wres:ntly thie Comnissloner of Police for the Clty of New
Yorks fssistant TUnited 3tates Attornsy Cleark S« Ryany and
Speciel Assistant to ths Abtlomsy General Thosas J. Lonegaie
Thy dirset ond crosg-onaviination of Walttaker Chombers end
hle wife toolr o rrorimabely cleven dnyse. The dlryaet zrnd
crogs=sxaniretion of loer end Priscilla Iilss took approximubtely
sprven days.

Tho tritl was concluded July 10y 19019y In 2 dlsasree=-
ment of thz jurors. Following the foreman's statesammt thet
the juory w=g in dissgreeacnt the jury Wit polled by Lbtornzy
MMeLean and 1t wog found that eight of tne jurors had been‘

for convietion of Hiss and four for his acguitiale

EHE SO00HWD TRIAL
The sscornd trisl of Alser Hiss slso took place
In cae Tnitzd Liobes Courts douss at Filey Squores MNew Yorlk,
anu was prssided over by the Honoraﬁle denvy V. Goddard. It
began ove JLwe 17, 19h9s The abtordisselaf623384cr iliss were
the sane ag in the [first triul exeept tuat Cluude Gross replaced
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Lloyd Paul Stryker as principal counsel. The Government
again was represented by Thomas F, Murphy, Clark S. Rysn
and Thomas Js Donegan. This trial, as well as the first,
was covered by approximately sixby representatives of the
press.

In the first trial an attenst by the defense
was made to allow Dr« Garl Binger, a psydhiatyist, to testify
but his testimony was not allowed. In the se¢ond btrial,
however, Dr, Binger did testlify. His testlmony in summary
was that from hls gbservation of Chambers while on the witness
stand, &s well as & study of all of his writings and a study
of Cnambers! testimony in the Balbimore depositlions, he
concluded that Chambers had a "psychopathlic personalityh,
Binger admltted that this classiflcation of montal ailment
did not indlecate thaik Chambers was psychotic in that he should
be admitted to an insane institution bub that it was & montal
allment bordering on the neuroticq

Also at this trial = psychologlst testified,
He was Harvard-hrained John Murray. He testified that he, too,
had read all of Chambers writings and he came to the similar
conclusion as dld Dr. Binger that Chambers was a psychopathle
personality. 4lbhough Murrsy stesdfastly maintained that he
had used only Chambers' writings and a lengthy hypothetical
question as the basis of his conclufiPg|OfFid3383, under cross-
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examination, forced to admlt that prior to making a study
of Chambers? writings he had made a "private investigation"
and had talked to a fomer co-worker ¢f Chmmbers, and had
asked this indlvidual many leading questions in an effort to
determine 1f Chambers was sloppy iﬁ his dress, egotistlcaly
prejudiced, irresponsibla, honest, etc.

THE MICROFLIM

0f prime importance was the determination of the
date that the pumpkin paper microfilm was manufactured. One
of the strips was the prowuct of the Eastnan Kodek Company.e
Experts from the Eastman Kodak Company testified that the
gerlal number on the mlcrofilm indisated this particular
£ilm was nmanufacbured and sold in 1937« The film ‘
manufactured by the DuPont Company was a bit of a problem.
The DuPont people related that the number appearing on
that particular strip of fllm indicabed that thet film
was mamifactured and sold by the DuPont concern in either
1936 or 194lts No positive testimony could be given because
apparently there had been an srror in using this number
for two different years.,

IHE FOUR BOKHARA RUGS

During the inberview with Chswbers he relatbed
that in 1936 Colonel Bykov became hls superior and he
explained the Washington apparstus K688RME4338%. Bykov
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appearsd pledsed and felt that the Washington apgparatus of
which Alger Hiss was a member could be more productive.
He suggested to Chambers that possibly a gift of money
might induee them to procure more documents and better
information. Chambers vetoed thils, saying that this might
be insulting to them. Bykov then suggested that possibly
the four best sources, alger Himg, A. George Silverman,
Harry Dexter Whlte and Henry Jullan Wadlelgh might be glven
& rather expensive glfts Chambers agreed. Bykov suggested
giving each of the three an expensive rugs He gave Chambers
$800+400 for this purchese. Chambers then went to his good
friend, Meyer Shapiros who was & professor of fine aris a’c‘
Columblia University, for some suggestions. Shaplro suggested
Bokhara rugss snd Chambers then gave Shapiro the money and
suggested he make the purchase. Shapiro went to the
Massachusetts Importing Company and purchased four Bokhars
rugs for about §900.00. YThese rugs at Chambers suggestién
wers delivered to Shepiro in New York, wno in turn sent
them by American Railway Express to A. George Silveruan in
Washington, D«C,

A check of ihe récards 2t the rug concern revealed
that four such Bokhara rugs were billed to Meyer Shapiro,
and a notation appeared on this bill DELIVERED DECEMBER 29,

Kisseloff-23387
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not ba ascertained in view of the fact that the records that
far back had been destroyed. 0ddly enoughy Silverman, who

was most uncooperative, refused to state whether he had

received such & rugs But Henry Julian Wadleigh readily
admitted the recelpt of this rug, and had it in his possession
at the time he was interviewed, Strangely toos Alger Hiss
sdmitted having such a rug, and also the facht that he

received it from Chambers. Hiss® story, however, was thatb
Chambers had reeceived this rug from a patron, had no use for
it, and gave it to Hiss,., Hiss related that he felt this wjas
"payment in kind" for small sums of money that Hiss had
advenced to Chambers and which had not been repaids.

THE FORD AUTOMOBILES

Two Ford automobliles figured qulte prominently
in thls case. One was a 1929 Ford roddster which, as Hias
testified befors the House Committee, had & "sassy 1lttle
trunk on the back. Hiss related both before the House
Committee and at aeach of his trials that in the Spring of
1935 he met Chambers, a free lance writer« This first
meetlng ook place in the offices of the Nye Committee, the
Committee that was then investigating the munitions industry.
After seeing Chambers & few times the latter inulcsated he was
desirous of moving to Washington until he had completed his
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that he offered to allow Chambers to 1live in his P Street
house until the expiration of a lease which had two nonthsa
to run, Inasrmch as hoy Hiss, flad rnoved to a new resldence.
He claimed thait Chambers complained of the difficulty he
experlenced in gettlng around Washingbton by public conveyances
and then out of almost sheer generosity, Alger offered him
the use of this 1929 Ford since he, Hlss, had just purchased
8 "floor model" Plymouth seden, Some months later, after
Chambers had used this car a good blhb, Hiss, eccording to
Chambers, stated that since the car had only aboub a {25.00
ressale value, 1t mizht be put to bebter adventage if it were
gilven to some poor Gommunlist orgenizer in the South. Some
time thereafter Hiss told Chambers that he had so dlsposed
of the Ford aubomobille.

Thus begen another serles of checks and rechecks
exong the various used automobile dmalers in Washilrgbton, D.C.
This met with success. A record was found in the offices
of the Cherner Yotor Company in Washington indicating thet
a 1929 Ford automobile had been purchased by the Ghafner Hotor
Compary from Alger Llsse On this certificabte of sale appeared
& notatlon that this automoblle had been assigned by the
Cherner Notor Company to William FRosen, 5405 lBthGStreet;

NelWe, Washing'bon, DeCa
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Willism Rosen was a reluctant wltness. He refused
to teatify bafore the Grand Jury and in the second trial of this
case investigabtlion showed that Willlam Rosen had not actually
resided 1n Washingiton, D.C., &t the time this title wus assigned
to him,

In October of 1937 Chambers had definitely made
up his nind to bresk with the Communlst Party. He figured,
howevery since he had been so enmsshed in the inner workings
of the Party and the underground and knew lits top leaders,
that i1f he defected he might be assassinated or lrreparable
damage might be done to his wlife and children. He declded
that after he quit he would travel to Florlds and go in
hiding. At this time he had a seéond-hand Ford which had been
given to him by the Party. It was not in good shape and Chambers
wanted a new automobile. He went to Alger lfii.ss and told him
that he had been informed by his superiors to buy a new
automoblile, but that the money for it would not be forthcoming
for some monthse« He asked Hiss if he could borrow $L00.00.
According to Chambers, Hiss gave him the £400.00, ami with the
proceeds of the sale of the second hand cars his wife, Bsather,
went to t he Schwidt Mobor Car Company in Randallstown, Marylsnd;
and purchased a new 1937 Ford sutomoblle. Hiss denied ever
glving this $400,00 to Chambers. A check of the bank records
at the Riggs Natlonal Banky where Algeér and Priscilla had &
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joint savings account, reflected that on November 19, 1937
8 withdrawal of §400.00 was made from thils account.

As a further indication of the veracliy of
Chambers! statement with regard to the purchase of this Ford,
the records of the Smith Motor Car Company reflect that the
purchase of the Ford car was made on Novembsr 23; 1937.
According to the pecords of the Smith Motor Car Company,
& 1937 Ford was sold to Esther Chambers on this detes Payment
for it was in the form of & trade in of a 1934 Ford sedan
and #186.75 in csash. |

THE TYPING EXAMINATION
During Chembsrs! interview he related that in the )

inltlal s tages of his operations with Alger Hliss when the
latter was employed in the State Department, Hiss would bring
home four; five or six documents whlch he thought were
importent, about once every twd weeks. By pre-arrangement
Chembers would go to the Hlss houseliold, obtain ths documents,
take them to Balbimore, have them photographed, & nd return
them late that night or esarly the next morming. Colonel Bykov,
in commenting upon the importance of these documents, told
Qhambers that some system would have to be devised whe reby

the quantity of these documents would be incrsaseds Chambers
stated that he tulked over this matter with Alger and Priscilla

Higs and 1t was arranged that Hiss would bring home every night,
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Kisseloff-23391




1f posslble, a few documents, and the next day Priscills Hlss
would type up coples or summaries and on the succeeding day
Hiss would return the orlginals to the State Departments In
thls mamner, when Chambers made hls fortnightly visits to the
Hlss home, he would receive a quantlity of typed documents
rather than just a few originals. He would take these to
Baltimore, where they would be photographed, the typed
documents would be desbtroyed, and the developed or undevelaped
negative would be turned over to Bykov in lNew York City by
Chambexrs.

.

! When Interviewed Prlsellla Hiss disclalmed any
f

w

-

. iproficlency in typing, and Llger himself sald that Mrs. Hiss
vl

tFwas not a typlats. Agaln a search of records to determine

‘f%whé’che:e this-wa:s—rﬁm't"’o; not« Priscilla Hiss was lmown to

!
&hav‘e attended Columbie Unlverslty. A check of the records

ot that school showed that on Jamuary 15, 1927 Priscilla
f 'ﬁiss passed an examination in typewrliting and bnglishe.

This was just another bit of evidence that btook a great deal
of dolng to get but which was helpful to the Government at the
trial of this case,
THE SOCIALIST PARTY
During the time Priscilla Hiss was interrvogated

by FBI sgents, and abt both trials; she steadfastly maintalnod

that she had never bean a member of the Communist Party and

: Kisseloff-23392
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never had been a member of the Socialist Farty, In an effort
to detiermine whether this was & factual statement or not, the
voting records during the time Priscilla liss was & resident
of New York City wers checked. <*hese records showed thab

on October 1liy 1932 Priscille Hiss, reslding abt 547 West 123»xd

Street, New York Clty, reglatered glving as her voting

preference Soclalist. Even when confronted with a certified
photostatic copy of this votlng reglstratlon, she coyly denled
in evasive double talk thab she had 80 registered. She
testified, however, that she distinctly rsmembered voting for
Norman Thomas in 1932.

 THE WOOLSTOCK TYPEWRITER

In an efforvi to prove that the Woodstock typewriter
was not in bthe posseasion of the Hisses during the pericd from
Jenuary through Merch, 1938, the defense called as a witness
one Mike Catletty the son of a former Hias maldes Mike Catlett
teatifled that as youths he and his brothers did odd jobs
for the Hisses and that in the course of one of the moves
made by the Hlsses theoy had given to him a battered upright
typewrltere He identifled the Woodstock typewrlter produced
by the defense as tho machine given to hin. T‘ne defense
attempted to imply that the move referred to by Mike Cutlebt
was & move mude in December of 1937 by the Hisses from P

>treet o the Volta Place house. However, .lke Cabtlett
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had been interviewed on previous occaslons by agents of the
Washington Fleld Office and had furnished a signed statement
indlcating that within a week after hls recelpt of the
tyspwrliter from the Hlsses he had brought it for purposes
of repalr to a VWeoodsbock typewrlter shop located at the
interssction of K Street and Comnecticut Avenue 1n Washington,
DyCe Cablett relterated tinls stateusnt on the wlitness stand,
and the Govsrnmgnt thersalter produced the lease for this
. Woodstock typewriter company which indicated that the premises
at K Street and Connecticut Avenue were not occupled by the
Woodstock veopla until September L, 1938,

Efforts wers then mads by the defense ‘to show that
Mike CGatlett misht have taken the typewriter to a praviouns
location occupied by the Woodstock people in the immediate
vicinlby of K Sitreet and Connectiocut Avenue. However, rental
records for this locatlon were produced by the Gove;rnment waich
showed conclusively that the alternate location had in fact
been occupied 6nly from May btarough July, 1938« The obvious
conclusion was that Catlett had recelved the typewritsr froa
the Hisses some tlume subaequent. to April, 1938, and that
this Immutable plece of evidence was in posgession of iLlger

and Priscilla Hiss in January, Februwary ond Mapch, 1938, the

pertinent period of this ingulrys
Kisseloff-23394
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BXFORT TuSTINCONY

During the firast trial of “lger Hiss a Specizl Azent
docuent exauiner fron the laboratory testified at length concerning
his exomivations and conclusions relutive to the typevriting =nd
 handwriting specimens ihat -.ove introduced at tho trial. This agent
te.atn.fied that the typevriting aprearin; on the Dryn lave alumal
report, the Landon Gchool lettery anl Priseilla Higs! letber to

A e R S e

't.he Tniversity of laryland was identlcal with the typewriting

Ll

ap earing on the 64 typewritben documents concerning Sbate Deparirent

VG T Bk, Ko

m:zter..al. kb the conolusion of thls witness! tootinony he was notb
ross=axarined. ,

In the second trial this witnoss again testii'ied, ad
althoush he vas not cross-examined vith respect to tho hanluriting
and typevribing charachbors, he was exanined about hiy ability to stata
bhe upe and U0 ol tue paper in vhe d.lviiore docwientss do odd Soiw
mystery ‘to the age of the paper, the defense obiined & court order
rermitbing them to obtain a portion of the original documents :llogedly
for examination as to age, texbure, und gource or origine Odily enough,
although they rroeured such a sample and rpresumably had such an exawinstion
conducted, no testimony was introduced by the defense concernling the
age or origin of the raper in the Baltimore documents.
During both trials considerzble teotimony was given

by defense tdtnesses iniicutinz that the \oodstock typevriter
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was in & state of disrvepair. At the second trialy & Special

Agent of the New York Office was c¢alled to the witness stand,

given one of the Baltlmore papers, and was requested bto type

it out« He stepped to the exhlbit table, and with the typewriter

produced by the defense calmly typed out an exact copy of this

document as 1f he had been using a typswrlter just out of the factory,
FELIX INSLERMAN |

During the inberrogation of Chambers prlor to the
first trial the latter had stated that the documenis which he
procured from Algen Hiss had been p‘hotographed by a resident
of Baltimore known only to Chambers as Felix. He did recall,
however, that Felix lived on Callow Avenue 1n Baltimore, and
further regalled that at one time he was an employee of an
electrical applisnce store. Chambers was also abls - ~..a
& rather vague descriptlion of Felixt!s résldencs in view of the
fact that he had driven Fellx to the front of his houss on one
oceasion. With this scanty information; egents of the Baltimore
Offlce conducted an extensive nelghborhood investigation in
. the vicinity of Callow Avenue, and with additional information
obtalnsd from a 1937 Baltimore ciby directory, were able to
ascertaln that a Fellx Inslerman who had resided in 1937 on
Callow Avenue was once an employee of an electrical appl.ances
shop in downtown Baltimore. Further investigation of Inslerman
developed the fact that he was now a resident of Cambridge,

New York, ana an employee in the Engineering Department of the
Kisseloff-23396
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General Ele¢tric plant at Schensctady, New York. A photograph
of Inslerman was obtained and exhibited to Chembers who
immediately identlfied it as Felix the photographer.

Subsequent investigation of Inslermen at New York
City, where he had once residedy developed that for = period
of two years prlor to his departure for Baltimore he had
enrolled as s member of the Communigt Party with his local
elactlon boarde g

Inslermsn was Interviewed by Agents of the Albany
0ffice and denied knowing Chambers or having acted in the manner
outlined by Chambesrs. In the course of the interview, howevers
he admitted that he was ths owner of a Lelca camera waich he
claimed had been purchased by hls wife at Washington, D.C.,
in 1937 on the occasion of his blrthday. %This Lelca camera
was turned over to the FBI Laboratory in Washington for
examination. Test shols were exposed in thls camera and

enlargsd prints were prepareds These prints in turn were

compared with enlarged prints prepared from the Pumpkin
microfilm. The border of these prints disclosed ldentical

. mlicroseoplc marks left by the edge of the mask of thls Lelca
L]

: “""camera. As a wesult of these tesbts, the Laboratory concluded

[| that the pumpkin microfilm had been exposed on the Lelca camera

owned by Felix Inslerman
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Records maintained by &. Leltz and Companyy
American distributors of the Lelca camera, clearly established
the ownersulp of this camers by Inslermsn during the perlod
in 1937~38 as stated by Chambers, In the first trial the
Laborstory expert was sworn and was about to testlify to
these conclusions when Hiss' attorneys sgreed by stipulation aa
to the testlimony that would be glven by this witness. In
the second trial, howevar, no such concession was granted by
Claude Oross, the new chief attorney for Alger Hiss, and a
Special Agent from the Laboratory testified in detall concerning
hls examlnations, findings, sand conclusions.

3415 Volta Place

In the testimony of Alger and Prlscilla Hiss
at both the first and second brials, when interrogated aboub
the withdrawal of the $400.00 from thelr joint savings account
on November 13, 1937, they stated it was used for making
purchases for the Volta Place houses They both explained
that the Volta Place residence was larger than the house they
wore then living in on P Street and of necessiiy needed more
furnishings. Both related khat as of November 19, 1937;
the Volta Plsce residence was vacant, and that as these
purchases of furnishings, rugs, and other material were made,
they wera dellvered directly to the Volba Place reslidence whers
they ware stored until such time &3 they moved all of thelr

belongings to that locatlon. Kisseloff-23398
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The lessgor of the premises at 3415 Volia Place,
Mrs. Catherine Flemnigsan, was detemined to be deceased, and
efforts ta locate her daughter, Mrs, Gladys Telly, met with
no successs Howover, just prlor to the commencsment of the
second trial Mrs. Tally was located in St. Louls, Shs told
agents of the 5te Louls 0ffice, and laber testified st the
trlaly thot she was gqulte sure that there wesd no fumibure
in the Volta Place residenge, at least as of December 5,
1937, She related that she recalled placing an ad in the
"Washington Post" describing the Volta Place residence and
Indicating it wes for reni,

A review of the Washington newspaper files in the

Library of (ongress reflected sn advertisement for the Volia

- Place house that was in the December 5, 1937, issue of the

"Washington Post", Mrss Tally also recalled that she and

a friend were ub the house &ll day on December 5, and oddly
enough was able to produce & photograph of herself and her
friend taken in the Volta Place residsnce, Both of them
were sitting on the floor when the photograph was takens

She testifled that there was no furniture in the Volta Place
house on December 5, 1937, und further that as of that date
she had made no commitments for renting the Volta Placse
house to the Hiss famlly, and stated 1t was definltely some

time after Decenber 5th and the end of December that final
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negotiations were entered into for the rentsl of this
residence to the Alger Hiss family. This was another point
bearing on the verscity of Alger and Priscille Hisa as

' compared with independent witnesses and documentary

evidencs.
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