
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


Washington, D.C. 20505 

15 March 2019 

Mr. John Greenewald, Jr. 
27305 W. Live Oak Road 
Suite #1203 
Castaic, CA 91384 

Reference: EOM-2018-00487 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

This is a final response to your correspondence of 22 March 2018 requesting an Executive Order 
13526 mandatory declassification review of the following document: 

Clandestine Services History, The Berlin Tunnel Operations, 1952-1956 

We have completed a thorough search of our records and determined that the document may be 
released in sanitized form. We have deleted material that must remain classified on the basis of 
Section 3.3(h)(2) of the Order. Additional information must be withheld because withholding is 
authorized and warranted under applicable law as provided by Section 3.5(c) of the Order. 
Enclosed is a copy showing our deletions and citing our exemptions. 

As the CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator, I am the CIA official responsible for these 
determinations. You have the right to appeal this response to the Agency Release Panel in my care, 
within 90 days from the date of this letter. Should you choose to do this, please include the basis of 
your appeal. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Allison Fong 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosure 



Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 
EO 
13526 
3.3(h)(2) 
EO 
13526 
3.5(c)CS Historical Paper 

No. 150 

CLANDESTINE SERVICES HISTORY 

THE BERLIN TUNNEL OPERATION 

1952 - 1956 

\ 
.~ . \ 

t 
1 

Other copy held by: DDP Controlled by: FI/Division D L 
Date prepared: , 25 August 1967 

· . Copy No. 2 of 2 Date published: 24 June 1968 
3.5(c)

Written by: J~----------------~ 

0; 
/ 

/. 
' . 

k 
/ 

I . 


Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 

John Greenewald
Highlight



-~---Approved for Release : 2019/02/27 C01225490---­

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PREFACE. . . . . . . .. 


LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS. . . . . 

I. INTRODUCTION. . . 

II. PLANNING. . 
I III. IMPLEMENTATION. 


IV. TERMINATION 

V. PRODUCTION. 

VI. AFTERMATH 

Page 


i 


iii 


1 


6 


17 


23 


25 


27 


Appendix A ­

Appendix B 

Appendix C ­

Appendix D ­

Analysis of the Reasons for the 
Discovery of the Tunnel 

Recapitulation of the Intelli ­
gence Derived 

Typical American Press Comment 

East German Press Comment 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490_ ___ _________ 



........ . ..... ... Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490...., · ._._____--"'"..........____........___........,_~ '" .... ·, ,......_ ...___ _ ..__ ".,..........., 


SECRET 

PREFACE 

PBJOINTLY (the Berlin Tunnel project) came into being . .' 
some,time in 1952 (the exact date cannot be established) and 


ceased as an active operation in the summer of 1956, The 


writer served as Headquarters case officer on the project from 


the winter of 1952-1953 until the summer of 1954 and then as 


the field case officer until February 1955. 


'---~_ _____ -----JI a sen.1Qr Office of Communications 3,5(c) 

officer in the project; Mr. William K. Harvey, Chief, Berlin 

Operating Base, 1952-1958; ' and l __ ~ Chief, . 3,5(c) 

FI/Division D, 1952-1958, were intimately associated with the 

planning and implementation of the project at the policy level 

and very kindly offered suggestions for the preparation of 

this manuscript. Their comments have been incorporated and 

are greatly appreciated. Several other individuals, including 

~-______----ll who were in a posi tioD to offer valuable 3.5(c) 

advice were absent from Headquarters during the period the 

paper was being prepared and thus unavailable to assist. 

When this project was first discussed with the then 

Director of CIA, Mr. Allen Welsh Dulles, he ordered that, in 

the interests of security, as little as possible concerning 

the project would be reduced to writing. It is probable that 

few orders have been so conscientiously obeyed, and yet there 

' i 
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are a great many cubic feet of files connected with this pro­

ject. These files mainly concern technical and administrative 

matters. Only those details which, in the opinion of the 

writer, are necessary to a broad understanding of the manner 

in which the project's objectives were accomplished have been 

included in this paper. Tho.se interested in acldi tional data 

may wish to consult tne files~ 

In addit~on to setting forth significant developments, 

the writer has attempted to prQvide insight into the reasons 

for certain course!;! of actio,n.. At times this required a 

speculative approach. The judgments derived from such specu- . 

lation were shared by all those acti~ely concerned in the 

management of the project, and it is the writer's hope that 
1 • 

they are accurately expressed in the following paper. Any 
i . ~ 

error in this respect, however, is the sole responsibility of 

the writer. 

August, 1967 

l , 

3.S(c) 

ii 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The exact moment when the 'idea emerged of digging a 

tunnel to intercept Soviet and East German communications is 

somewhat obscure'/ A number of factors must be considered, 

among them the following: 

a. As early as 1948 U.S. Intelligence Officers 

became interested in the benefits to be derived from 

tapping Soviet and Satellite landlines on a scale not 

previously conside,red necessary. :The loss of certain 
,} 

.. sources during this period cr.eated gaps in our intelli ­• 

gence coverage which were particularly unfortunate during . 

this period of Cold War escalation. It became evident 

that the tapping of certain'selected landlines might pro­

duce the information needed to fill a number of the gaps 

in our overall intelligence picture. 

b. In the 'late 1940's and early 1950's the U.S., 

through ,the briefings of "returnee" German scientists 

(those who were taken by the Soviets after World War II 

to work in Russia) and other sources, became aware of a 

new Soviet voice secrecy device which the Soviets referred 
.!l 

to usually as "VHE CHE." It soon became evident that 

II 
- In normal usage "VHE CHE" means "high frequency". The 

Soviets, however, in context, used this term for a special 
speech scrambling device developed to provide security to their 
high level communications. 

S E' C RET 
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I • 

the Soviets planned 3.3(h)(2) 

c. In the late 1940's the Office of Communications, 

in the course of its continuing efforts to provide secure 

communications for the Agency, became aware of a principle 

which, when applied to target communications, offered 

certain possibilities. Plans to exploit this technique 

were immediately formulated. 

These factors then served as additional incentives (above 

and bey6nd our normal collection requirements) to focus atten­

tion on Soviet landline targets. In mid-195l exploratory 

discussions were held in Washington to plan the mounting of an 
L . _ 

attack on Soviet landlines in East Germany with special empha­

sis to be placed on the Berlin area. As a result of this 

conference, \ 3.3(h)(2) 
3.5(c) 

~-_________________~l , an agent network set up which waswas 

successful in penetrating the East Berlin office of the East 

. I German Post and Telecommunications network • 

Vital information on the l 3.3(h)(2) 

~_____________~I first became available ~I ____________ ~____~ 
. 2 
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during the latter part of 1951, and by March 1952 all of the 

pertinent technical material had been assembled and sufficient­

ly. analyzed to permit the pinpointing of the most important 
I 

Soviet circuits. 3.3(h)(2) 

Subsequent events proved ; 

this informatio~ to be completely correct. 

Vario~s methods. of tapping these circuits were explored 

and one sampling operation was run in the East Zone, unfortu­

3.5(c) 

had become such that a l5-minute sample 
~----------------~ 

was obtained of the prime target circuit. This was accomplished 

3.3(h)(2) 

cable pair to the West Berlin Post Office where it was recorded. 

This operation continued for some six months 3.3(h)(2) 
----------' 

L-___________________________________________~ for a total of 

almost two hours . The longest continuous sample obtained was 

29 minutes and most samples were of two to three minutes' 

duration. Special mention should be made of the fact that 

it was necessary to maintain a 24-hour watch over a six-

month period on "our" end of the cable to record these 

. 3 
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sampl~ 3,3(h)(2) 

Meantime collateral collection effort continued on the 


communications systems involved and the Office of Communica­

tions developed techniques for recovering the text from the 


magnetic tape recordings of the target signal. Somewhat 


ironically, the first actual material recovered proved to be 


a recording of ' a student teletypist practicing on the "home 


keys", While perhaps disappointing from the standpoint of 


intelligence content, this material served to prove the tech­

nica1 possibility I 
3.3(h)(2) 

A,t this point (mid-1953) we knew it could be done - the next 

step was the problem of installing a-permanent tap on the 

target lines_ 

Precisely at what point the idea of a tunnel for the 

purpose of tapping the target cables began to come into focus 

cannot be pinpointed.' In 1951, the British advised CIA that 

they had for some years been tapping Soviet cables through a 

system of tunnels in the Vienna area and offered to share the 

take with the U.S. The suggestion was made by the British at 

? 
\ 

4 
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the time that similar opportunities might be present in the 

Berlin area. While it should perhaps be possible to credit 

one individual with the in1tial concept, it appear.s to be a 
I 

bit difficult to do so. At any ·rate·, the British and CIA 

continued to pool collatera:11IifOrmafro-ii'~--an(rby-May~1953 

~________________________________~I the idea of a tunnel to 

tap the target cables began to take definite shape. 

/ 

\ 

3.S(c) 

3.3(h)(2) 

5 
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II. PLANNING 

Inspection of all sites from which it might be possible 

to ~unnel from the U.K. or the U.8. Zones to the target cables 
,/ 

served to narrow the choices to two spots: one in the British 

and one in the U.S. Zone. The site actually used (see figs. 

1, 2, and 3) was selected after careful deliberation which 

included, but was not limited to, the following factors: 

a. The location of the permanent water table 

. (which is normally relatively high in Berlin) was ascer­

tained to be 32 feet below ground surface. It was con­

sidered that this fact would obviate the necessity for 

the use of compressed air, watertight locks, and water­

tight construction with a corresponding reduction in the 

attendant engineering problems. 

bi The length of the tunnel was considered to be 

not impractical although it far exceeded anything which 

had been done by the British in Vienna. 

c. Land was available on which to construct an 

installation from which to begin the tunnel. 

d. Complete collateral information on the area 

was available, including .the target cable plans, aerial 

photographs, and the plans for all utilities serving the 
. i 

area. 
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At this point the following major questions remained 

unanswered: 

a. Was it indeed possible to dig a tunnel of this 

magnitude (approximately 1500 feet) clandestinely, con­

sidering the fact that the border at this point was 

heavily and constantly patrolled by the East Germans, 

and hit the targets? 

b. If the answer to the above was favorable, 

what was to be done with the spoil (reckoned at approxi­

mately 3,000 tons of sand)? 

c. What type of cover installation could be built 

in such a remote area (this portion of Berlin was at that 

time a "squattersville" of shacks and hovels constructed 

from rubble by refugees from the East German Zone)? 

In retrospect the first question, "Could the tunnel be 

dug?", was never really a debatable one---those concerned more 

or less decided that given sufficient money and 'personnel the 

job could be done. (This judgment fortunately proved sound.) 

The second question, "Where do we put the dirt?", haunted the 

minds of project personnel for many weeks and a great many 

ingenious ideas were brought forth and discarded for one rea­

son or another until the suggestion was made facetiously that 

we "dig a hole and put the dirt in it." This in effect was 

the solution .. At this time no convincing cover story had 
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suggested itself and the current consensus favored making the 


cover compound an element of the Quartermaster Corps with a 


rather vague mission of housing items that should be dispersed 


,for one reason or another in a remote area of Berlin. Space 


requirements for the recording and associated equipment were 


such that a building of warehouse proportions was needed; so 


it was decided to build a two-story warehouse. Local engineers 

I 

were told that it had been decided to experiment with a new 


type of warehouse, one which would be half above the ground 


and half below with a ramp suitable for running fork lift 

. , , 

trucks from the basement to the first floor. Berlin had been 


selected as the site for this warehouse because (a) construc M 


tion would be cheap due to low labor rates and (b) the work 

. ' . 

would benefit the Berlin economy. So the basement was dug 
, " 

under the eyes of the local border guards and we had "our hole 
2/ 

to put the dirt in." - (See fig. 4.) 

While the "warehouse cover" was adjudged sufficient to 

solve the temporary problems of construction, it was not deemed 

solid enough to carry the project for an extended period. At 

this particular time the intelligence community was becoming 

increasingly interested in the potential of I 3.3(h)(2) 
'-- -------' 

2/As an interesting sidellght,·we heard later that the 

Quartermaster Corps became seriously interested in this type 

construction because the ratio of cost to storage space 


. available was amazingly low. We do not know if any follow­
up ever occurred. 

8 

SEC RET 

. . _-.Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490______________ 

John Greenewald
Highlight



- Approved for Release: 20'19/02/27 C0'1225490--- •
.. -

Figure 4 _ Dirt in the Basement• 



____________________________ 

, . .........._ ' _-... Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490'----­.. .. ..........-.....


SEC RET 

3,3(h)(2) 

a. Excuse was provided for maintaining extra­

ordinary 	physical security and tight compartmentation. 

~ 

Iin the Top Secret 3,3(h)(2) L-____________________________________ 

category at this period in its evolution.) 

~ For example: 

b. 3,3(h)(2) 

c. Legitimate targets 3.3(h)(2) 

existed in the area. 

d. The ,existence [ [at 3.3(h)(2) 

the site provided the opposition with an explanation for 

the site's existence. In spite of the fact that any form 

of [ [ presents a priority target~,3(h)(2) 

it was argued that presenting the opposition with a reason 

for the site's existence would make ita less prominent 

target than leaving ita "mysterious something." The 

9 
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3,3(h)(2) Insite did in fact lL __________~~----------------~----~~ 

addition, the sight of the Soviets and East Germans standing 


on top of the tunnel with binoculars focused 3,3(h)(2) 


L-______________~ on the roof of the installation provided 

considerable amusement to personnel at the site. (See fig. 5.) 

Joint U.S.-U.K. planning for ,the project continued 

throughout 1953 and in December of that year the Director of 

Central Intelligence approved the terms of reference which 

covered formal negotiations with the British for the implemen­

tation of the project. A series of conferences in late 1953 

and early 1954 led to the following decisions: 

a. The U.S. would: 

(I) procure a site, erect the necessary 

structures, and drive a tunnel to a point beneath 

the target cables; 

(2) be responsible for the recording of all 

signals produced] r--- ----....JI 3,3(h)(2) 
and 

(3) process in Washington all of the tele­

graphic material received from the project. 

b. The British would: 

(1) drive a vertical shaft from the tunnel'~ 

end to the targets; 

10 
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(2) effect the cable taps and deliver a 

usable signal to the head of the tunnel for 

recording; and 

(3) provide for a jOintly manned U. S.-U.K. 

center in LondOn to process the voice recordings 

from the site. 

It was jointly agreed that each side would keep the 

other advised in detail on all aspects of the project. It 

should perhaps be said here that the bilateral aspects of this 

operation (with one notable exception, which will be discussed 

later (see BLAKE, page 23») caused few, if any, problems. The 

skills developed by the British during the Vienna operations 

stood us in good stead and the distribution of effort and ex­

pense proved in the ~nd t6 be reasonably equitable. 

Activity thus proceeded on three fronts - in Berlin steps 

were taken to lease the necessary land and right-oi-way ease­

ments for the site and a contract was let with a German con­

tractor. The compound, which was roughly the size of an aver­

age city block, was fenced with chain-type high security 

fencing and contained the main operations building (the one 

story with basement type warehouse previously described), 

combined kitchen-dini~g facilities and barracks, and another 

building which housed three diesel driven generators to 

provide power for all facilities. (See fig . 6.) Sanitary

• 11 
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provisions consisted of a cesspool. (The logical placement 
, 

of the cesspool was such that it was situated only a few feet 

from the tunnel site. It later developed when the tunnel was 
.)

dug that this was quite unfortunate because working conditions 

in the sector adjacent to the cesspool were, to say ·the least, 

highly unpleasant.) Planning called for the completion of 

this work, on 27 " August 1954. 

For assistance in actually digging the tunnel it was 

decided to request help from the Army Corps of Engineers, 

and to this end the Chief of Staff and the G-2, U.S. Army, 

were briefed on the project. The initial contact with the 
, 

Army was made personally by Mr. Allen Dulles to General 

Matthew B. Ridgway. Fortunately General Arthur Trudeau, a 

trained engineer, had just b~en appointed A.C. of S.,G-2. 
, . ' , 

From the first moment he learned of the operation, General 

Trudeau was an enthusiastic s~pporter of the concept. The 

Army selected Lt. Colonel Leslie M. Gross (the only available 

member of the Engineering Corps with any experience in 

tunnelin~ to head the project. This proved to be an excellent 

choice for Lt. Colonel Gross turned in an outstanding job. By 

mid-summer of 1954 he had firmed up the engineering plans, 

selected a crew of engineering personnel, and actually con­

structed a mock-up tunnel some 150 yards long working under 

3.3(h)(2) operational conditions at a high security base l ______________~~

12 
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Some mention should be made of the actual method of construct­

ing the tunnel. Studies of the soil structure in the Berlin 

area showed a high percentage of sand. For this reason it was 

decided that the tunnel should be lined with steel. The same 

sand content contributed greatly to the danger of cave-ins at 

the face of the tunnel, and to eliminate this risk a shield 

was devised (see figs. 7 and 8) with horizontal "blinds" 

so arranged across its face that should -even dry sand be 

encountered the danger of cave-ins was virtually eliminated. 

The tunnel liner was formed of sections of heavy steel plate 

so constructed that, when bolted .together, five sections formed 

a steel ring approximately six feet in diameter and 15 inches 

long. Provision was made for. bolting these rings together to 

form a continuous tube of solid steel. The men worked under 

cover of the shield described above (which was slightly large~ 

in diameter than the steel liner) and when sufficient material 

had been excavated, the shield was forced forward with hydrau­

lic jacks and a new section of liner was bolted in place. 

Since this method left a void of approximately one and one­

half inches around the liner (remembering that the diameter 

of the shield was greater than that of the liner), screw-type 

removable plugs were built into every third section of tunnel 

liner. This permitted removal of the plugs and the forcing 

of grouting material under high pressure to fill the void 

13 
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Figure 8 - Excavating Using the Blinds
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after the liner was in place. It was calculated (and subse­

quently proven to be true) that this method of construction 

would not permit ,settling of the soil and detection of the 

tunnel from the surface. (See fig. 9.) 

Meantime in the U.K. British engineers constructed a mock-

up of the tunnel's terminal end and fabricated an ingenious 

device which worked in principle like the tunnel "shield" 

described above, with the difference, of course, that the 

blinds (which closely resembled a conventional venetian blind) 

were horizontal but so hinged as to'permit vertical excavation. 

~his permitted excavating cautiously across the upper face of 

the vertical shaft in small areas and then jacking the entire 

structure up at the optimum rate. (See fig . 10.) Available 

plans indicated that the cables were buried some 27 inches 

deep along the side of a heavily traveled highway. The . top 

of the vertical shaft (see fig. 11) then needed to be 

approximately 12 to 14 inches below the surface of the high­

way in order to give the tapping crew room to work below the 

ceiling of the shaft, and the whole structure had to be 

capable of supporting the weight of heavy trucks since the 

tunnel and tap chamber lay directly beneath the highway. (See 

fig. 12~) Considerable care was devoted to insulating the 
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~/ 
tap chamber to prevent its acting like a huge drum. 

Considerable thought was given to the quantity and 

content of the material available from the target and the 

manner in which it was to be processed. It was in this 

field, perhaps, that we experienced some of our greatest 

problems. It had been decided very early in the project's 

planning stages to maintain the strictest possible security 

measures. As a minimum prec'aution security checks were made 

on each individual who in any way became knowledgeable of the 

project's mission, and the same standards in force for clear­

ances for Special Intelligence were utilized. A list of 

briefed personnel was maintained, special secrecy agreements 

were executed, and special briefings were given to all knowl­

edgeable personnel. It was in the assemblage of a processing 

team that we experienced our greatest problem in maintaining 

security standards. Since the material to be processed was 

largely Russian voice, it was thought that we would need 

linguists with near native fluency in Russian. It is axiomatic 

that native fluency is usually available only in natives, and 

3/In spite of the insulation, it was a weird sensation 
to be in the chamber when an iron-shod horse trotted across 
it. We also suffered some anxious moments one foggy morning 
when the microphone in the tap chamber gave forth with a 
continuous series of dull thuds. After the sun burned away 
the fog, visual observation showed that the East German 
police had set up a temporary automobile checkpoint directly 
over the chamber. The "thuds" the microphone picked up were 
caused by the police officer in charge stomping his fe~t on 
the road surface to keep warm. 
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natives were not clearable for the project. Although we were 

never successful in obtaining as many linguists as we needed, 

we were successful, thr6ugh careful screening ~nd intensive 

language training, in assembling a minimum crew for the job. 

This necessitated screening each personnel file in the Agency 

of those individuals who claimed any knowledge of German or 

Russian, arranging intervi~w~ and lariguage tests, and negoti­

ating transfers to the project. The Agency's language capa­

bilities then were considerably less than now ~ndsome of the 

negotiations proved, to say the least, difficult. 
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III. IMPLEMENTATION 

By 17 August 1954 things were beginning to take shape 


and the situation was as follows: 


a. The German contractors had completed the 

compound and we were in possession. 

b. All of the basic supplies, equipment, and 

personnel were in Berlin ready to start construction 

on the tunnel. This in itself involved transporting 125 

tons of steel tunnel liner from the ZI to Berlin. The 

initial shipment across the East Zone to Berlin consisted 

of one and one-half freight trains, the loss of any pack­

age of which could have blown the project. For security 

purposes all sensitive"items, such as the tunnel liner, 

were double crated and banded and subjected to severe 

drop tests before they left the ZI. Similar items were 

differently packaged for deception purposes. 

c. Space at Headquarters was secured and the 

Office of Communications had assembled a crew and was 

well under way in fabricating the unique equipment 

necessary to process the anticipated telegraphic traffic. 

d. Initial personnel had been selected and were 

. being processed for both the Main Processing Unit (MPU) 

in London and the Technical Processing Unit (TPU) in 
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Washington. It should be noted that personnel and equip­

ment were programmed initially to exploit approximately 

ten percent of the anticipated take. In retrospect, per­

haps this could be considered overly cautious. In 

justification of this decision it should be said that no 

one had ever tunneled 1,476 feet under clandestine condi­

tions with the expectation of hitting a target two inches 

in diameter and 27 inches below a main German/Soviet 

highway. There were those who manifested certain reser­

vations on the feasibility of so doing, and it is greatly 

to the credit of those senior officials, both civilian 

and military, that, in spite of these reservations, the 

project was permitted to proceed. 

In late August a vertical shaft some 16 feet in diameter 

was started in the warehouse basement floor (see fig. 13) and 

ground water was encountered at 16 feet instead of at the pre­

dicted 32 feet. Such examination as could be safely undertaken 

under the steady observation of East German border guards and 

Soviet officials indicated that a clay lens existed in this 

particular spot, creating a "perched water table" the magnitude 

of which was unknown. Available information indicated that the 

clay lens possibly sloped down in the direction of the target 

and it was decided to proceed with the tunnel even though the 

top cover was to be less than half what had geen anticipated. 
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Shaft and Tunnel Entrance in Warehouse Basement 
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Careful visual observation was maintained and tunneling 

operations stopped each time the German guards walked over 

the tunnel on their regular patrols. Pumps were installed 

to take care of the excess water. Observation logs were 

maintained, and since the highway under observation was the 

main road from East Berlin to the Schoenfeld Airport, consid­

erable Order of Battle information was obtained. It was also 

possible to estimate quite accurately the relative importance 
1 

of individuals visiting East Berlin by observing the security 

precautions taken by the East Germans and the Soviets. 

Both sides of the tunnel were lined with sand in bags 

as the tunnel proceeded and the excess spoil was hauled back 

to the basement of the wareho~seo . To facilitate movement, a 

wooden track was laid on the floor of the tunnel and a con­

verted electric fork lift was used to pull a string of rubber-

tired trailers back and forth in the tunnel. (See fig. 14.) 

Cool air was supplied to the face of the tunnel through duct-

work from an air conditioning unit located in the warehouse. 

The tunnel was completed on 28 February 1955. Construction 

of the tap chamber commenced 10 March 1955 and was completed, 

with the three target cables exposed, on 28 March 1955. (See 

fig. 15.) 

To appreciate this accomplishment it is necessary to 

remember that the tunnel was 1,476 feet long (roughly the 
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length of the Lincoln Memorial reflecting pool) and that the 

first half sloped down and the second half sloped up. (See 

fig. 16.) The lack of an adequate base line made the survey­

ing problem especially difficult. The engineers decided at 

one point that an object of known size in the East Zone would 

be useful as a reference point, so a baseball game was organ­

ized with the objective of knocking a baseball as far into the 
I 

East Zone as possible. This scheme was frustrated by the 

friendliness of the East German guards who kept returning the 

baseball. Nonetheless, the engineers expressed confidence 

that they knew their position when the tunnel was completed 

to a point which could be contained in a six-inch cube. They 

were correct. 

Excess humidity is probably one of the greatest enemies 

of electronic equipment. To guard against this problem the 

section of the tunnel immediately adjacent to the tap chamber 

was insulated and sealed with marine-type plywood to form, in 

effect, a closed room. (See figs. 17 and 18.) Vapor barriers 

were erected and, in addition, a heavy "anti-personnel" door 

of steel and concrete was constructed to seal off the tunnel 

some 15 yards . from its terminal end. From the beginning it 

was realized that the duration of this operation was finite. 

Considerable thought was given to the posture the U.S. Govern­

ment would adopt upon the tunnel's discovery and to those 

20 

SEC R ET 

.Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 ______________ 



• • • 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 
Figure 16 - Schematic View of Tunnel 

(NOT TO SCALE::. VERTICAL EXAGGERATED - DIMENSIONS APPR{)XlMATE) 

\, h 5e 

:- '09 

11"~. ft 

SCHEMATIC VIEW' 

NOT To !)(-'\~£ Schematic View of Tunnel 
VERTI(AL e:)(AG6e:R~rED 
DIMENSIO""~ M'ItO~I"'ATl 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 
----~------------------------------



Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 
Figure 17 - Initia 1 St-age -of Construct ion of Pre-Amp Chamber 

Figure 17 

figure 17 - Initial Stage of Construction of Pre-Amp Chamber

•Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 

:-~ 

.,.:...~ 

- .; 



--""-~~~Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490' ....--........ 


SEC RET 

measures which would be taken at the site. 

position was finally approved: 

a. The posture of the U.S. would 

denial of any knowledge of the tunnel. 

The 

be 

foll

one 

owing 

of flat 

b . The tunnel was mined at the point it crossed 

the East-West Zone border with demolition charges capable 

of caving in the tunnel liner should the Soviets attempt 

forcible entry into the cover installation. 

c . The "anti-Personnel" door described above was 
4/ 

installed. 

d. It was agreed that the installation would be 

defended against forcible entry with all means at hand. 

The three cables were tapped on 11 May 1955 , 21 May 1955, 

and 2 August 1955. All equipment for isolating and preampli­

fying the signals and passing them down the tunnel for record­

iug was in place before each tap was made so that monitoring 

of each pair could begin as soon as it was tapped . (See figs. 

19 and 20.) Careful check was kept of the temperature and 

i/This door bore the following inscription neatly lettered 
in German and Cyrillic: "Entry is forbidden by order of the 
Commanding General." It was reasoned that this sign might give 
pause to Soviet and/or German officials and gain time. As a 
matter of fact , there were those Communist individuals who 
considered the posting of this sign as one of the most auda­
cious aspects of the entire undertaking. 
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humidity in the tap chamber to prevent the possibility of the 

introduction of moisture into the target cables thus causing 

faults. The moisture in the air caused by the breathing and 

perspiration of the technicians doing the tapping operation 

forced the sUspension of the operation several times to 

permit the air conditioning equipment to dehumidify the 

chamber. All the components in the electrical isolation net­

works were individually selected and subjected to rigorous 

tests to insure maximum reliability, and the lead-away cables 

were constructed of the best available materials, sheathed in 

lead, and handled in accordance with the highest telephone 

company standards. The strictest possible visual watch was 

maintained with the tap crew. In short, in this, as in all 

aspects of the operation, every effort was made to guarantee 

success even though in many instances it meant delay in 

achieving the objective. 
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IV. TERMINATION 

The tunnel was discover.ed (see fig. 21) 21 April 1956, 

after 11 months and 11 days of operation. A memorandum pre­

pared on 15 August 1956 (reproduced in its entirety as 

Appendix A) examines in detail all evidence available as of 

that date on the reasons for the discovery. The conclusion 

reached was that the loss of this source was purely the result 

of unfortunate circumstances beyond our control - a combina­

tion of the fact that one of the cables was in very poor 

physical condition (this was known from the beginning) and a 

long period of unusually heavy rainfall. It appeared that water 

entered the cable in sufficient quantity to make it inopera­

tive, thus necessitating digging up sections of the cable and 

causing discovery of the tap. 

Subsequent developments offer an alternative reason 

for the demise of the operation. In April 1956, MI-6 discov­

ered that George BLAKE , case officer in their service, had 

been recruited by the Soviets while a prisoner in North Korea 

in 1952 and had continued under Soviet control. BLAKE was 

privy to all aspects of the tunnel from the earliest planning 

stages. BLAKE stated that he had informed his Soviet contact 

of the planned tunnel at the time the final decision was 

m~de on its location in the latter part of 1953. The 
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question then arises as to why the Soviets permitted the 

tunnel to be dug and to operate for nearly one year. Many 

theories have been advanced, but it is most probable that 

we will never know the exact rationale behind the - Soviet 

moves. 
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v. PRODUCTION 

The following statistics may be of interest in evaluating 

the project: 

a. Three cables were tapped. They contained 273 

metallic pairs capable of transmitting a total of approx­

imately 1200 communications channels. The maximum number 

of channels in use at anyone time approximated 500. On 

the average 28 telegraphic circuits and 121 voice circuits 

were recorded continuously. Approximately 50,000 reels ­

of magnetic tape were used - some 25 tons • 
. - \I ~ i C t: 

b. The : Londonj processing center employed a peak 

number of 317 persons. Twenty thousand Soviet two-hour 

voice reels containing 368,000 conversations were fully 

transcribed. In addition, 13,500 German two-hour voice 

reels were received and 5,500 reels containing 75,000 

conversations were processed. Seventeen thousand of 

these conversations were fully transcribed. 

c. The Washington center employed 350 people at 

its peak. Eighteen thousapd six-hour Soviet teletype 

reels and 11,000 six-hour German teletype reels were 

completely transcribed. It should be borne in mind 

that many of these reels contained as many as 18 

separate circuits, some of which utilized time-division 

multiplex to create additional circuits. The potential 

of any given six-hour teletype reel was approximately 

216 hours of teletype messages. Both plain text and 

25 

S·E ·C .·R E T 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 

John Greenewald
Highlight

John Greenewald
Highlight

John Greenewald
Highlight



..._._,--_ ...._._-- -...~, 

,. . . .*' Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490--------..- ·. _ ......~,~_.._...."'~ ' .... ' 

SECRET 


encrypted traffic was received. The daily .output was 

about 4,000 feet of teletype messages. Printed in book 

form, these messages would have filled a space ten feet 

wide, 15 feet long, and eight feet high. 

d. A small processing unit (two to four persons) 

was maintained at the Berlin site to permit on-the-spot 

monitoring of engineer,ing circuits for the protection of 

the project and scanning of the more productive circuits 

for the "hot" intelligence. Daily reports of sufficient 

value to warrant electrical transmission to Washington 

and London were produced. 

e. Processing of the backlogged material con­

tinued until 30 September 1958 and resulted in a total 

of 1,750 reports plus 90,000 translated messages or 

conversations. 

f. The total cost of the project was $6,700,000. 

The information from this material was disseminated in 

a closely controlled system called "REGAL." Appendix B 

consists of a summary of the value of the material received 

together with typical customer comments. Despite ourknowl­

edge of the fact that certain elements of the Soviet Govern­

ment were aware of our plans to tap these cables, we have no 
" 

evidence that the Soviets attempted t6 feed us deception 

material through this source . 
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VI. AFTERMATH 

As previously noted, considerable thought was given 


during the entire life of the project on the result its 


discovery would bring. In retrospect it is probably correct 


to say that, among those most actively concerned with the 


project's management, a consensus developed that the Soviets 


would probably suppress knowledge of the tunnel's existence 


rather than admit to the world that Free World intelligence 


organs had the capability of successfully mounting an opera­
, .) 

tion of this magnitude. In · other words, it was felt that for 

the Soviets to admit that the U.S. had been reading their high 

level communications circuits would cause the Soviets to lose 

face. Perhaps fortunately, fate intervened, and as a possible 

consequence the Soviet course of action was exactly contrary 

to expectation . 

The Commandant of the Soviet Berlin Garrison, who would 

normally have controlled the handling of the situation when 

the tunnel was discovered, was absent from Berlin and the 

Acting Commandant, Colonel Ivan A. Kotsyuba, was in charge. 

There is some reason to believe that he (for whatever reason) 

. was forced to make a personal decision on a course of action 

without benefit of advice from Moscow. At any rate his 

reaction was unexpected in that he invited the entire Berlin 
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press corps to a briefing and tour of the tunnel and its 

facilities, As a result the tunnel was undoubtedly the most 

highly publicized peacetime espionage enterprise in modern 

times prior to the "U-2 incident." Worldwide reaction was out­

standingly favorable in terms of enhancement of U.S. prestige. 

Non-Soviet Bloc sentiment can be generally summarized as follows: 

a. There was universal admiration (and this , , 

included informed Soviets) on the technical excellence 

of the installation and , the imaginative n~ture of the 

undertaking. 

b. The non-Comm~nist world reacted with surprise 

and unconcealed delight to this indication that the 

U.s., almost universally regarded as a stumbling neophyte 

in espionage matters, was capable of a coup against the 

Soviet Union, which had long been the acknowledged master 

in such matters. 

c. Coupled with regret that the Cold War necessi­

tated such measures, thoughtful editorial comment 

applauded this indication that the U.S. was capable of 

fulfilling its role of Free World leadership in the 

struggle. 

Appendix C contains a sampling of typical U.S. press 

accounts and editorial comment on the tunne~. Predictably 

the Communist press treated the tunnel as an outrage and an 
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intolerable indecency. Appendix D consists of a study of 

East German press reaction to the incident. 

For their contributions to Project PBJOINTLY awards 
5/ 

were made to the following individuals: 

Distinguished Intelligence Medal 3.5(c) 

Intelligence Medal of Merit 

Intelligence Medal of Merit 

Intelligence Medal of Merit 

Mr . . WilliamK. Harvey Distinguished Intelligence Medal 

Intelligence Medal of Merit 3.5(c) 

Intelligence Medal of Merit 

Distinguished Intelligence Medal 

Intelligence Medal of Merit 

After the project went into the production phase it was 

necessary to brief a great many people to properly utilize 

the product. In all almost 1500 U.S o personnel were cleared 

for the project, in addition to a very large number of British 

5!Unfortunately the writer has been unable to locate an 
exact record of those persons who received other recognition 
from the Agency for their participation in this project and 
any omissions are regretted. It should also be noted that 
approximately 1000 people participated wittingly or unwittingly 
in this undertaking. In fact thereare very few, if any , of the 
elements of CIA that were not called upon for assistance, either 
directly or indirectly (such as providing manpower), during 
the life of the project. 

29 

SEC RET 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490______________ 

John Greenewald
Highlight

John Greenewald
Highlight

John Greenewald
Highlight

John Greenewald
Highlight



- . --=Approved for Release: 2019/02127 C01225490-·-··~~-·· ... - . .. 

SEC RET 

subjects. With the exception of BLAKE (as noted above), we 

have no indication that there was a single security leak 

during the life of the projebt. It is also interesting to 

note that compartmentation was good enough, even at the 

Berlin site, that a number of individuals actively engaged 

in working with the REGAL material were unaware of the exact 

source until they read about it in the press. 
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APPENDIX A 

NOTE: This assessment was prepared by the PBJOINTLY staff 
immediately after the discovery of the tunnel and is based 
on pertinent information available. At the time the report 
was prepared BLAKE's activities had not been surfaced. 

15 August 1956 

DISCOVERY BY THE SOVIETS OF PBJOINTLY 

Analysis of all available evidence - traffic passing on 

the target cables, conversations recorded from a microphone 

installed in the tap chamber, and vital observations from the 

site - indicates that the Soviet discovery of PBJOINTLY was 

purely fortuitous and was not the result of a penetration of 

the U.S. or U.K. agencies concerned, a security violation, or 

testing of the lines by the Soviets or East Germans. A descrip­

tion of the events leading to these conclusions is contained 

in this paper. 

Following heavy rains in the Berlin area a number of tele­

phone and telegraph cables were flooded and began to fault 

between Karlshorst and Mahlow on the night of 16 April 1956. 

The first major fault was discovered on cable FK 151 at 

Wassmannsdorf on 17 April. The fault was repaired by cutting 

the defective stretch of cable and replacing a 3000 meter 

length with a temporary replacement cable. Between 17 and 22 
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April, when the tap was discovered, cables 150, 151, 153, and 

157 were inoperative at various times. During this period 

Soviet signal troops and East German Post and Telegraph tech­

nicians worked frantically to re-establish and maintain com­

munications. · Telephone lines serving Marshal Grechko, the 

Commander of the Group of Soviet Forces, Germany (GSFG), and 

General Kosyakin, Malyi, Tsarenko, and Dudakov failed, tempo­

rarily depriving these officers of communications. Faults on 

cable FK 150 put the Main Soviet Signal center in Germany out 

of communications with Moscow, and the Soviet Air Warning 

Control Center in East Germany similarly lost its communications. 

German technicians began a testing program based at 

Karlshorst and Mahlow and working north from Mahlow. A major 

fault on FK 150 was discovered and repaired at Wassmannsdorf 

on 18-19 April, and on 19 April a second major fault on the 

same cable was discovered at Schoenfeld only two kilometers 

south of the tap site. It appears that the faulty section ~of 

cable was replaced with a new stretch during the ~arly hours 

of 20 April, but communications remained unsatisfactory, par­
I/ 

ticularly on FK 150- and the testing and repair programp 

1/ 
FK 150 caused project personnel considerable concern 

from the day that the cables were reached. It was physically 
in very poor shape, with brittle and cracking insulation. The 
actual tap of FK 150 was delaye~ almost three months in 
deference to its poor physical condition. 
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continued. This general situation was noted by personnel at 

the site who checked the tap on the morning of 19 April and 

found it to be in good condition with no faults present. 
:,

Berlin notified Headquarters of this fact on the evening of 

20 April, noting, "available precautions taken including 

primary one of crossing fingers." 

Throughout 20 April Soviet· operators at Karlshorst , the . 

Mahlow cable chamber, and Zossen/Wuensdorf checked FK 150 pairs 

carrying circuits serving high ranking officials and made 

switches where necessary or possible. Nothing was said con­

cerning the testing being conducted to discover the faults or 

work being done by a Soviet labor force lent to the Germans 

to assist in digging up bad stretches of cable . On 21 April 

a Karlshorst technician told a colleague in Zossen/Wuensdorf 

the FK 150 had not yet been repaired and that another two days' 

work would probably be necessary to clear up the trouble . 

Testing and rerouting of circuits were stepped up during the 

evening of 21 April, and the Soviets showed considerable con­

cern over the failure of the Moscow-GSFG Air Warning telegraph 

channel which had been transferred to FK 150 on 17 April . Lt . 

Colonel Vyunik, Chief of the GSFG Signal Center at Wuensdorf , 

telephoned Major Alpatov, Chief of the Karlshorst Signal Center, 

at his apartment to inform him of the failure of the Air 

Warning circuit. They agreed that communications had to be 
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established before morning and Alpatov left for his duty 

station. 

There is no significant' information available on the 

actual progress of the testing and repair program proper from 

0300 hours on 20 April t'o 0050 hours on 22 April. On the basis 

of available information, however, it seems probable that (a) 

the testing program continued north until a fault was located 

near the site and a decision was made to replace an entire 

section of cable which embraced the tap site; or (b) the re­

peated faulting coupled with the age and physical condition of 

FK 150 led the opposition to' the conclusion that the only 

effective remedy was to replace the cable, section by section, 

and that this program was inaugurated somewhere south of our 

site and continued northward until the tap was discovered. 

At approximately 0050 hours on 22 April, 40 or 50 men 

were seen on the east side of Schoenefelder Allee, deployed 

along the entire area observable from our installation, 

digging at three to five foot intervals over the location of 

the cable and, incidentally, the tap chamber. At approximately 

0200 hours the top of the tap chamber was discovered, and at 

~2l0 Russian speech was heard from the microphone in the tap 

chamber. The first fragments of speech indicated that the dis­

covery of the tap chamber aroused no suspicion among those 

present. A small hole was broken in the tap chamber roof 
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perm~tting limited visual observation of the chamber, and a 
2/ 

Soviet captain - was brought to the spot. After some discus­

sion all agreed that the discovery was a manhole covering a 
··i 

repeater point, and the working crew began enlarging the hole 

to gain access to the "repeater point." 

While the working party was uncovering the tap chamber, 

Major Alpatov and Lt. Colonel Vyunik discussed the communi­

cations situation in a rambling telephone conversation at 

approximately 0230 hours. They indicated relief at the res­

toration of Air Warning Communications with Moscow, and Vyunik 

went on to express suspicion about the continued trouble on 

FK 150. In context it appears that this suspicion was 

directed at the failure of the Germans to clear up the diffi ­

culties on FK 150 once and for all. In any event, Alpatov 

clearly did not share his colleague's doubts. The general 

tone of this conversation was relaxed and casual, completely 

in keeping with the character of the two men, both of whom 

we know well. The conversation appears to be a clear indi­

cation that, as of 0230 hours on 22 April, neither of these 

responsible officers was aware of the existence of the tap. 

2/ Presumably Captain Bartash, an engineer who later 
received an unspecified award from Marshal Grechko for the 
discovery of the tap. 
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Meanwhile back at the sit~ the work of enlarging a hole 

to give full access to the ~ap chamber continued. At approxi­

mately 0250 hours an unidentified Soviet Colonel arrived on 

the scene, presumably in response to a request for guidance 

by the working party. The Colonel did not appear to be a 

signal officer since he took no active part in the investiga­

tion and remained on the scene only for a short time. Having 

enlarged the hole in the tap chamber roof, the workers saw for 

the first time the cables and the trap door on the floor of 

the chamber. They assumed the trap door to be "some sort of 

box" and had no suspicion of the true nature of' the installa­

tion. At approximately 0300 hours barriers were erected to 

keep inquisitive onlookers 'away from the excavation and it 

was suggested that someone be sent to the Signal Directorate, 

presumably to obtain relevant cable data. At the same time 

the first German voice was 'heard, in conversation with a 

German-speaking Russian. The German stated that two trucks 

must have passed the spot without locating it. The Russian 

answered that "Soviet troops are coming as well," and added 

that they must wait "until morning" for the decision as to 
,

what further work would be undertaken. 

While these developments were taking place, Vyunik held 

a telecon with the Air Warning Center in Moscow in which he 

referred to the move of the GSFG Air Warning Center and 
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discussed, in detail, communication arrangements necessi­

tated by this move. This revealing teleconference tends to 

support other evidence indicating that as of 0300 hours the 

true nature of the installation had still not been established. 

The work of excavation continued, and fragments of con­

versation connected with it were picked up by the tap chamber 

microphone. A German-speaking Russian commented that "some­

body has come from there and there are fewer workers there," 

, suggesting that similar work was in progress at another point. 

The Russian gave instructions that'nothing in the installation 

·was to be touched. A German remarked that the chamber might 

be connected with sewage work and proposed that plans of the 

sewage system be obtained from the responsible authorities. 

The Russian answered that they already had this information 

and that the plans showed "that chamber" to be 120 meters 

away from this point. At about 0320 hours, when still more 

of the tap chamber was revealed and a better view of the in­

terior obtained, those present began to speculate vaguely 

about its exact nature and the time of its construction. One 

of the Soviets, probably an officer, suggested that it might 

have been built during the war, possibly for "Vhe Che" (Russian 

abbreviation for "high frequency transmission," but used loose­

ly to denote anything connected with secure communications,) 

Shortly after 0330 hours, the Soviets left the site by motor 
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vehicle, presumably to report their findings. For approxi­

mately one and one-half hours - from 0330 to 0500 ~ no 

sounds or voices were recorded. 

At approximately '0415 .hours Vyunik telephoned Alpatov's 

apartment in Karlshorst and asked Alpatov if he had. spoken 

with General Dudakov, Chief Signal Officer, GSFG. Alpatov 

said that he had, that he was getting dressed, and that he 

would go to his signal center as soon as possible. Vyunik 

told Alpatov to telephone him at the GSFG frame room at 

Zossen/Wuensdorf g adding g "When we speak we must do so care­

fully. We know what the matter is, so we will speak care­

fully." This indicated clearly that by 0415 hours the GSFG 

Signal Directorate and General Dudakov, the Chief Signal 

Officer, had been informed of the discovery of the PBJOINTLY 

chamber, viewed it with extreme suspicion, and planned to re­

route circuits passing over the target cables. This coincides 

neatly with the departure from the tap site of the Soviets at 

0330. At 0630 Vyunik telephoned Alpatov at the Karlshorst 

Signal Center and informed him that Lt. Colonel Zolochko, 

Deputy Chief of the Lines Department g GSFG, had left Wuensdorf 

at 0625 to go "there." Vyunik, in a resigned tone, then added 

that all that remained for him and Alpatov to do was to sit 

and wait. 

In due course Lt. Colonel Zolochko arrived at the site, 

accompanied by an unnamed Colonel and Captain Bartashg the 
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Commander of the working party. By this time the Soviets 

apparently had brought circuit diagrams to the site and were 

aware of the pair allocat~ons on the affected cables. There 

was considerable discussion of the discovery, and one of the 

crew actually entered the chamber and made a superficial and 

inconclusive examination. Shortly ~fterwards the statement, 

"the cable is tapped," was made for the first time on the 

scene. 

At about this time (0635 hours) Lt. Colonel Vyunik tele­

phoned Major Alpatov and asked whether he had received the 

"task" and whether its meaning was clear. Alpatov replied 

that he had received and understood the assignment. Speaking 

in unusually vague terms, Vyunik instructed Alpatov to take 

over two low-frequency channels, presumably provided by the 

KGB signals organization. (These channels would provide tele­

phone communications between Berlin and Wuensdorf via ove~head 

line and would by-pass the tapped cables.) Vyunik added that 

they could continue necessary technical discussions on the 

new facilities. 

Although teletype traffic continued until the tap wires 

were cut - at 1535 hours on Sunday afternoon - the last tele­

phone call of any interest was placed sometime between 0800 

and 0900 hours on 22 April, when an agitated General speaking 

from Marshal Grechko's apartment attempted to contact Colonel 
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.. 
Kotsyuba, who was then acting for General Dibrova, Berlin 

Commandant. Unable to locate Kotsyuba, the General talked to 

Colonel Pomozanovskii, Chief of Staff of the Berlin Garrison, 

stressing the urgency of his call. Pomozanovakii promised to 

find Kotsyuba at once and get him to return the call. The 

return call was not intercepted , but there appears to be no 

doubt that Marshal Grechko had by this time been informed of 

the discovery and wished to discuss it with Colonel Kotsyuba, 

A few telephone calls were attempted after this , but the oper­

ators refused to place the calls, and in one case a Karlshorst 

operator said, "I won't put you through to anyone . Don't ring, 

that's all. I won't answer you any more. It's in the order." 

Between 0700 and 0800 hours a number of additional Soviet 

officers arrived at the excavation, including Colonel Gusev 

of the KGB Signals Regiment . A Russian-speaking German was 

heard to remark that a "commission lt was expected , and a Soviet 

officer said that they would await the arrival of this commis­

sion before making a decision . as to what the next step would 

be. In answer to a question as to whether anything should be 

disconnected, the same officer stated that nothing should be 

done beyond making motion pictures of the chamber. He added, 

however, that the hole providing access to the chamber should 

be enlarged and a detailed inspection should be carried out . 

The general discussion continued, and the possibility of some 
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twice noted, but was not recognized for what it was. In the 

first instance the speaker said, "That is not a microphone," 

and in the second it was described as 'fa black ball." 

The general discussion continued, with speculation as to 

the nature of the "battery box" and with several comments that 

it should be possible to identify .the tappers "from the make 

of the materials" and the techniques employed. While the Ger-:­

mans began work enlarging the hole around the tap chamber, the 

Soviets discussed in some detail the order in which technical 

experts and administrative representatives would carry out 

their inspection. The Soviets identified the lead-off cable 

as "not ours," indicating that after the inspection they planned 

to disconnect the lead-off cable and to "check how far it goes 

from here" - probably by means of electrical measurements. It 

is evident that at this time (approximately 1130 hours) the 

Soviets and Germans were still unaware of the existence of the 

tunnel, the means of access to the tap chamber, or those re­

sponsible for the tap. 

At approximately 1145 hours one of the German crew was 

heard to exclaim, "The box is an entry to a shaft!U 

From the tenor of the ensuing conversation it would seem 

that a small hole had been made near the still-intact trap 
,~ 

door. The Germans debated the removal of the trap door, but 

continued to work at and around it despite the alternate 
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suggestion that "we should open up the road opposite until 

we reach · the cable or the shaft." By approximately 1230 

they had removed the hinges and entered the lower part of 

the tap chamber. The padlock which secured the trap door from 

below was examined and was identified as "of English origin." 

Failing to open the door separating the tap chamber from the 

equ ipment chamber, the German.s, after approximately twenty min­

utes, broke a hole through the wall and gained visual access 

to the equipment chamber, which they described as "a long 

passage." By 1300 they evidently had enlarged the access Hole 

and described "a completed installation - a telephone exchange .. 

. .. . . An installation for liste'ning in /Abhoeranlag~7." 

Additional motion pictures ~ere made and frequent excla­

mations of wonder and admiration were heard. At 1420 a Soviet 

Colonel, probably Zolochko; a person addressed as Nikolai 

Ivanovich, probably Major Alpatov; and a Captain, presumably 

Bartash, entered the chamber and discussed the method used 

by the tappe~s in gaining access to the cables, Zolochko 

evidently still believed that this was done "from above." 

Conversations indicated that the joint Soviet-German commis­

sion, mentioned earlier, had already visited the site and 

established the nature of the installation without going into 

technical details. 
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Measurements of parts of th'e interior were then taken, 

discussion of the installation became general, and the partici­

pants clearly indicated that the means of access and full impli­

cations of the operation were finally appreciated. Conversations 

reflected that all present realized that the planning of the 

tunnel approach to the cables mUst have necessitated a very 

detailed study of relevant maps and plans. The stress to which 

the roof of the chambers would be subjected and the necessity 

of preparing the lead-off cables beforehand were mentioned, 

and a German was heard to exclaim, "It must have cost a pretty 

penny." A Russian-speaking German added , admiringly , "How 

neatly and tidily they have done it." It was decided that 

work on the tunnel must have been carried out during the day 

when the sound of the street traffic would drown any noise, 

whereas the actual tapping was done "during the night, between 

one and two o'clock, when the traffic on the cables is slight." 

One of the Germans rather indignantly exclaimed, "What a 

filthy trick. And where you would least expect it." -- to 

which another replied, "Unless one had seen it for oneself, 

nobody would believe it." 

Between 1515 and 1530 hours the tap wires were cut, and 

at about 1545 the attention of the Germans began to concentrate 

on the microphone itself. One of them assumed it to be an 

"alarm device - probably a microphone," to give warning of 
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approaching motor traffic, and added that it ought to be 

photographed. At 1550 hours work began on dismantling 

the microphone. Shortly afterward the microphone went 

dead and, after 11 months and 11 days, the operational 

phase of PBJOINTLY was completed. 

I . 

. ; . 

15 

SEC RET 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 

John Greenewald
Highlight



Approved for Release : 2019/02/27 C01225490 

~ 
.. . ... 

.. 

, .... . 
, ., I-i 
' .. " .g; 

• 't:.~ 

\ 

\ 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 



____________ Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490, ___________ ._~, __ 

SEC RET 

APPENDIX B,' 

RECAPITULATION OF THE INTEpLIGENCE DERIVED 

Set forth below are a recapitulation of intelligence 

derived from the REGAL material and some typical consumer 

comments. 

GENERAL 

The REGAL operation provided the United States and the 

British with a unique source of current intelligence on the 

Soviet Orbit of a kind aDd quality which had not bee n avail­

able since 1948. Responsible U.S. and British "officials con­

sidered PBJOINTLY. during its productive phase, to "be the 

prime source of early warning concerning Soviet intentions in 

Europe , if not world-wide . Following are examples of items 

of intelligence for which REGAL was either a unique or most 

timely and r e liable source. 

POLITICAL 

Throughout the life of source (11 May 1955 - 22 April 

1956) we were kept curre ntly informed of Soviet intentions in 

Berlinj REGAL provide d the inside story c;>f every "incident" 

occurring in Berlin during the period - a story which was in 
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each case considerably at variance with accounts of the same 

incident as reported by other sources. REGAL showed that, 

contrary to estimates by other sources, the Soviets at that 

time did not intend to relinquish their prerogatives vis-a-

vis the other three occupying powers despite continually 

increasing pressure from the East Germans to assert their sov­

ereignty in East Berlin as well as in the rest of East German~. 

REGAL provided a clear picture of the unpreparedness, confusion, 

and indecision among Soviet and East German officials whenever 

an incident occurred in East Berlin involving citizens of one 

of the Western powers. 

The Soviet decision to implement the establishment of an 

East German Army was disclosed by REGAL in October 1955, in 

time to notify our representatives at the Foreign Ministers 

Conference in Geneva to that effect. 

REGAL provided a detailed account of the Soviet program 

for implementation of the decisions of the 20th Party Congress, 

including measures to suppress unrest among Soviet nuclear 

scientists resulting from a too-literal interpretation of the 

new theory of collective leadership and the denigration of 

Stalin. 

The progress of Marshal Zhukov's attempt to curtail the 

influence of the political officer in the Soviet Armed Forces 

(which led to his subsequent downfall) was traced in REGAL 
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material from the autumn of 1955 to mid-April 1956. 

REGAL provided considerable intelligence on the relation­

ships between various key military and political figures of 

the Soviet hierarchy and on relations between the Poles and 
, " 1 ' 

the Soviet military forces stationed in Poland. 

MILITARY 

General 

a.Reorganization of the Soviet Ministry of 

Defense. 

b. Soviet plans ,to implement the Warsaw Pact by 

increasing Soviet-,satell'ite military coordination. 

c. Implementation of the publicly announced 

intention to reduce the strength of the Soviet Armed Forces. 

d. Identification of several thousand Soviet 

officer -personnel. 

Air 

a. Development of an improved nuclear delivery 

capability in the Soviet Air Army in East Germany. 

b. Re-equipment of the Soviet Air Army in East 

Germany with new bombers and twin-jet interceptors 

having an airborne radar capability. 

c. Doubling of the Soviet bomber strength in 

Poland and the appearance there of a new fighter division. 
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d. Identification and location of approximately 

100 Soviet Air Force installations in the USSR, East 

Germany, and Poland, including a number of ~ey aircraft 

factories. 

Ground Forces 

a. Order of battle of Soviet ground forces within 

the USSR not previously identified or not located for 

several years by any other source. 

b. Soviet training plans for the spring and early 

summer of 1956 in East Germany and Poland. 

c. Identification of several thousand Soviet field . 
post numbers (used by G-2 to produce Soviet order of 

battle intelligence). 

a. Reduction in the status and personnel strength 

of the Soviet Naval Forces. 

b. Organization and administrative procedures of. 

the Headquarters of the Soviet Baltic Fleet and Soviet 

Naval Bases on the Baltic Coast. 

SCIENTIFIC 

Identification of several hundred personalities associ- , 

ated with the Soviet Atomic Energy (AE) Program. 

Association of certain locations in the USSR with AE 

activities. 
4 
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Organization and activities of Wismuth SDAG (mining 

uranium in the Aue area of East Germany). 

OPERATIONAL 

Organization, functions, and procedures of the Soviet 

Intelligence Services in East Germany.; identification of 

several hundred Soviet Intelligenc~ personalities in East 

Germany and Moscow. 

TYPICAL CONSUMER COMMENTS 

March 1956 

ACSI/Army "REGAL has provided unique and highly 

valuable current information on the order of battle, 

training, organization, equipment, and operations of the 

Soviet and East German Ground Forces. In addition, the 

scope and variety of the types of information found in 

REGAL have confirmed that it is our best source of early 

warning of Soviet attack." 

ACSI/Air - "The numerous productions received from 

the REGAL project have been an extremely valuable con­

tribution to the Intelligence Community 1'n our common 

problems." 

7 February 1958 

CIA/OSI - "REGAL has provided valuable information 

on atomic energy activities in East Germany, including 
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organizational relationships, personalities, procurement 

details, and uranium ore shipment data. The number of 

hitherto unknown atomic energy localities, personalities, 

and activities disclosed in REGAL traffic is impressive." 

CIA/ORR - "In referenced memorandum we indicated our 

great interest in financial material of all kinds which 

was available in 'REGAL material. 
. . 

Thanks to your cooper~-
~ . " I I ' !, . . 

tion we are exploiting the material with great success." 

" I I ',' I ; 

6 

SEC RET 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 

John Greenewald
Highlight



Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 

Approved for Release : 2019/02/27 C01225490 

\ 
\ 

1----- . 



_ ........ _......,._ ........ __ """-......... , ~.)Approved for Release : 2019/02/27 C01225490 ....... .-.. __ .• _~ ......... ~~~, ~~_'_'.' ... __ .". 

SEC RET 

APPENDIX C 

TYPICAL AMERICAN PRESS COMMENT 

SECRET 
• 

Approved for Release : 2019/02/27 C01225490 



..... . ---. , 
\... . . 

, ~ ' .. ' 
I : . 

"'--' 

WASHINGTON POST 
1 May 1956 

I' 

Tho United St~lc3 ' GOV01'IllUelil has nol yet made 
allY omcial reply to lhe Soviet and East German 
alleGations and protc~ts concerning the 300·yard 
Lunnel Lhal Alllcricilil inlclllJ;cllto opcrative~ arl! 
~ajd to Jilve buill underneath the border ' b(!tween 
Wcst and East Berlin for elipionage purposes. 
Meanwhi le, assuming the story to be correct-we 
cannol help thinking (he Communists have made 
a grievous mistake to raise so much fU5s aboullheir 
discovery. They arc even said to ,have conducted 
~pccial propaganda lours through the tunnel and 
to have exhibiled the wiretapping and other record­
ing apparatus that the Americans are sU)lposed to 
have installed inside it. 

The probalJle result of all this ' hls been to give 
the anli·Communisl resistance in East Germ.any a 
good deal of amUSC:Jlent and encouragement. Cer­
tainly it must have served to strengthen the ·im­
pression of American resourcefulness and therehy 
to restorB 50mo measuro ot our preslige--which 
apparently had be~n deteriorating since tho equivo·­
cal altitude taken by the American authoritics in 
the EasL Gel'll1an uprisings nt June, l054-among 
the capti\'o population. 'l'he reaction o( their 
kinsmen inWesl Germany is probably a prelty 
good index to . their o\\'n. 

In Wesl Germany the story ha.s been ;\ccepted 
at face value wilh astonishment and deli!:ht as an 
evidence that Iho tradition of Yankee rosource. 
fulness and ingenuity is not a myth aHer all. 
Espionage is one game in which the . Communisls 
were deemed, even l?y their enemies, to be par-

'>. ticularly expert and our own side to be dismally 
inept, Very few Germans, as the )<'rankfurter 
Neue Presse exultantly observed, even 5uspecLed 
-that the Americans "were capable of so much 
cleverness"; and it would be evcn more devastating 
~o Communist prcsLi~e it it were disclosed that 
the espionago tunnel had been in nperalion for 
:lome time beforo the Communists became aware 
of it. 

Indeed, ie the tllnnel episode turns out lo ha\'e 
hp.en the product oC Yankeo in;:cnuily, there i~ an 
interesting parallcl in Amr.ri('an history. nurin~ 

the siege of Pctcrsbllr~ in lR64, an ' enl~q}risin,:: 
Union officer from Lhe Pennsylvania coal iiclris 
conceived the idea nf milling the Confederate 
positions from a tunnel under them . . The tunnel 
was dug and the mines WCrB nnally set off; and 
though the operation was a fiasco in part becauso ' 
ot the failure of Union commanders to exc~utft 
orders, the boldness oC lhe ,troke hal compelled 
.&dmlraUon ever lince. '<>\\ ' ., ., ..... , . 

.. .. , . . :" . 
.' 
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BERLIN 
Wonderful Tunnel 

l ; "' .... 

Herlin, cilY hi nil.!>!!:, rcfll~ces, :luel 
fI('("~i,,n:d paid,,:, I,i . ~Iilll'r, is :111 Alircd 
J!ilchc1,ck dream oi ~uhll'rfllgC :Iod suspi· 
cion. In kIck ~tr~el;, li:trkly mysterious · 
hO\l~e:\ III~k hehind hi$:h wirc iences sug­
$:,'~tl\'" ·,11 (brk"r ;11,,1 I11\lrC IllVsteri(lus 
.l"in~~ wi I hin, ;'\,'w,lI\en n'c"lIlly' cnul'~~d 
::7 S~p,U'dll! ill!en~I~S IIi \\"e~Lem luteal­
gcnce known to be at work in Berlin. 

TIME MAGAZINE 
7 May 1956 

Thl) Big Cellar. For many a month, 
the s~pcr-sccl"ecy surroundinG the con­
siructlon and IlI','ralion of Rudow's radar 
sl~lion had fed lhe ~o,!'ip of bored Amer­
ic~ns in the occupied city. There were 

~~h('ir, , l)~'~'rath'('s-~ome fa~hionably ! . Iho::e who rememilered a civilian engineer 
.I,)lh,,,11II lll~ grl')" Ibnnl'i ui :"\"11" \"urk's ~ h~re<! to supen'is.: the joh; he had quit in 
:'Iladl"lIl :"','nll", ~'"11e wilh armpil hoi, (hSllust bec~use thc blueprints seemed so 
':I.':r,: hlll;':lIl;': \II"I.'r hlllc :'erJ:l'-rl'IHIrt to craz)'. "Why build a cellar big enouJ:h to 

,'IIIII.'r.'llI Iwadqll:lrll'r,;. and r;lrdv know dri\'e through with ~ dump truck:''' he 
",hal lill'ir "1l1"' ;I~lIe~ ;Irc up tn. . a"ked, ~Ild was lold III mind his own busi-

,In :.11 1:I'rlin Ihrrr is no 'j",t h~l!rr ness, Olhers recalled seein,:: frienrls whom 
, ulled I', lb.! I lilllll',1 k ,r1l1'llle "f Ihil,~s thc)'. knew 10 I,e en,::ineers suddenly ap-
111:111 ;, 11,,11(, semi.ck<l.rlcd c •• TIler kll(,1I'1I pc.HlOS: at the slatinn II'l':.ril11: Ihe in~il-:nia 
lin 11.le C,S. ~idc ;.~ Rudoll' :.ntl ill the oi the v,S. Arlll)' Sign~1 Cnrps. Wh)'? All 
~~s~l?n 1.One, just O\"CT Ihe way, as Alt- a.mused shru/; was Ihe only answer ques-
(,I~~ml'ke, Sclf.imJl()rt~nl dllcks and llOners e\'cr got-hul !:1st week the Rus-
f!"Cb'll " ,"Irllt lik~ cI)l11mi~"nr" in I\ll- siansthought Ihey h~d found a better one. 
1.III'n,lda'" .,,)hhl.,.! "I fI','1 . 1h'r1ill'~ Ilnly - Onc I~is;ht al 7 o'clock. an an,::ry, 
",,,rklllg 1I"1I11"nill 111m" Ialoily ill the . ~hul1ky !:iU\'jcl '010111:1 named han Kot5i-
hrl'l'lol' !lI'ar ~'Y, and dllse to 11ll' hOIIl)(\an' Ubl (,,!led a press conference in East Ber- \ 
~l'p;'rallllg, l·.~st ;lIld \\'cst st;lIId" a U.S. 
r"l~ar "' :I,II",n, hl'ndinf!. its n'licular ~;Ir to : - ~:n. I'~rpose: to I?rot~st the building by' 
I!ll " 1'1',1 ',ltllll,l~ ;1\ \o.ast IIl'rhn ~ Il\I~y' AIlH'r1C;1Il org;IOI;f"ltIOIlS" (If a ~e(rct 
~.:hlln"ll'I" AI'lIMI. TWll rill~s ui ilarhed Itllnnel uillil'r Ea"t (;l:nl1~ll·terril()T\'. "lI'ilh 
wm: guard th" lonely radlr post, IlIld Ihe )riminal inlent oi spying," o'iicrcd :\ 

__ . , , .,_ 00 , . • ch:mce.lo see for thcmsel\'cs, the \\'csleTll 

b~hind tbem a debchment of unifonncd '.: ,; newsmen wtre taken to ~ site some 500
' 

Slgn~l Corps men liv~ • life a~ secret; ' .,. ,r.arda from the radar ,tattOD at Rudow. ';. • 

and Isolated as monks, - '. ~ ::: t:' . " 

0-3 

A Lot of Money~ Trucklo~d5 of Red 
army troops and squad cars crowded with 
I'olbpoli:(i ~I"otl hy, :'I1"bile J!l'ncralnrs 

.'1 II"l'I'C hllnl\nilll~ In prll\"i.I., li~hl,; jllr IIII' 
Ih' ,':\~IIHI. ani al till' .'1111';11"'" III a 11,,1t· 

I 
dug ill IllI' I!rlllllld. a .. ,,1""1'1 ,.i I·hl' I\II~ ' 
,i:\11 ~il!'\;" llH'p~ wa~ 1111 ";111.1 I,. ":\l'laill il 

: ;111. Tell i,'Cl ",'Itl\\,, il~ "1111":'111'1'" III'k 1'111. 
1 ill Ihe rooi h)' Ihe Ru~"i:ln~, fa\' Ihe 111:1",,1 

i ilseli : :I casl·iroll tllhe :lhO'Ul ~ix itrl 

I ill diamell'r alld soo·(j09 yartl" lOllI!, 
i crammed wilh clerlr,,"ic "'1"ipllll'nl. ca­
i hk~, lalll' Tl'Clmlers, vellliialilll! apl,ar:lllls 

alld )lumps flf hOlh IIrilbh alld :\llIeriClll 
Illake, ;\1 I he Ea~l (;('r,~)la" I'lld . ca"le, i,'d 
oUl "f I he m;';1\ ""Ch- of Ilw tUlilld I" a 
,ep:lrale chaillher wl;,'rc I hey \\"ere lillk(·d 
to 111'0 Easl (;cnnall cailles alld a Ihird 
used h)' t!"lI: Russian". \\,h~t was al lhc 
American ('nll' Tile newsmen were nol 
)ll'rmilt,'<1 In kllo\;'. A" they crawled 1\"(,,1-

\\':1nl, a ":Iml!>,,!! I>"rril'r harn'.) till' wa\' , 
i ils purpo~, .. l',nph;t:\il.,·,1 lly a :'5~n n'ad,,~~ 

" 

in EII!!lish "lid f;nlll;\II: "YIlII aU' I\llW 

l'lItaing Ihe ,\lIll'Tit'an "l'l'ltll'," 
,"This lunnel." ,:~id 1111' Ru~~ian ex 1'l'T I , 

! wnh 11 nOle oi admiralion, "\\'~:\ huill 10 

last re~ r,:. The Jl~ rl y resp()lI~ihlc m IISl 
have h:1I1 ;1 )')l (If mell"'''.'' 

"'h" was 1'l"'I"IIl~i"'" ~ :'\"",,dy, neil her 
the I'Cnla!;"", the Siall' Ilcl':lrllllcnl. !lor 
the Central Inlellil:cnce Agency, w~s SJ\"­

inl:, Uut :IS II<:rlin 's' \I~I'I'1~ l'rupl cd I!Ic'e­
fully with Ihe new!' , Ill)\' l\(orlin ('ditllr lul.l 
a rallkinJ,: U.S. unidal: "I dllll't knnw 
whelher yuur people dug Ihat lI'imdcrful 
tunllcl or 1I0t, hut \I"hoel'l'r it \I"~S, let me 
bay 1 ulink .iL was lOll bad il \\'01:; found. 
It', the best publicity the U.S.haa bad in . 
Berlin for Q, long time," . , . ' 

. " 

' . ...... '~. i-t""~ .... ,,,,,,, .... .....,.... ............. ,,,,, ; :.~:'!" :0,:. I
w

. _
f • • -,o. . . .. .... , ~ . 
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Sovict · char~cs that Amcrican intelli~cnce agents: 
: dug a tunnel in Berlin, tapped a telephone cable. andi 
f recorded conversations·ovcr the Red communication .net.i 
: work, which the Reds.made \vith considerable·fanfate . 
~ and dtn'ing a conducted: tour of the spy tunnel. for cor":,, i respondents, givcs us some faint .hope, . ;: 
: Frankly, \\'e d!dn't"krio\1/ that Amcri.can intclligcnc9 
i,agcnts wcre that smart.. In ' fact, we werc beginni.ngtd. 
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i think that wh~~~~I~; ... 9.<l,rm:~~LnJ.~!lifl£Q~_~, A~~r.~~. , ~e.e,9Hs! : 
: Wn:s1l.--rew-Tessons on the fundamentals of cspi.onqgc,: 
1 . ' ' , " ' a . . .... • :. , (I ' . ':_ ". .• •• "' , 

! ~'~~6m£-(t~f~~t~~1l\l_~~a_ry. ~~~!2!:· BlttJ..I1~\X-W.G takq j~: 
~ all back-If the Soviet chargcs aretr'liC; American intel-.: 
I ~if€~~; agents:.11a\iC 'actually . . collcc~cd. .~9m~.j~jJ~r:~.nt~ • ' 
: ~.~r:ma~lon.".7.<w.ccrDing, S.9vict.,m.U~t~r.x •. <?~:.~.t1£..ns and : 
IlnstaJla~IO_~_~Hl.,.Pp.sLO~.rIlJ"~h . . . .. . 

,.' We n9pe that American intclligenceagents have' 
iinfiltrated ~the ' Soviet dcpartmen~ of foreign affairs,: 
:pJanted wcstcrinympathizers in the heart of the Soviet! 
. 't 
,bureaucracy and started a stream of microfllmcd copi~s' 

; o~ important Sovie~FUm£Dt~ .J.g;~~Wh,f1'::>.G..IAolri 
:Washi~, .. . ' . ): 
l~hope, all this because that is precisely what the 
i Soviet spy network -did and Is probably doing right now, 
:il1 the United States. 'This is not just tit for tat-buN~ 

i~~k !1ecessity. ~'~=-~~~~~~9~~.powft_.~ll~~~ 
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I" STAMFORD (Conn.) 
ADVOCAT' 

.. " " ,:0 

.~ 
:. 

-'f --- -~ .... 
; Money Well Spent 1.-:' ~1 
I There Is only one agency In W1sh~ 
llngtoll which docs not account--fol' tl-ici,j 
I money it spends. The Qentral Intelll=~ 
\ gence Agency. hen.ded uy-:l\l1'C"U'W '1 
: Dulles, has never reported to Con­
I gress. A specln.1 committee, appointed 
i by the President, did mal{c 'a survcy 
: of the agency's activities and was ap­
! parently sn.tlsfled that It was efficlcnt. 
: So sc~~'~;; ;~re thc activities or . this 
: group that even the amount · of 
: money it · spendS is unknovffi. Ac­
; countants have estimated t1-iat there 
; is roughly $2 ',billion In budgcts or 
! other c.!epartments which 1s diverted 
: to the CIA. . : . • ' 

Naturally enough, con~ress worries 
. from time to · time that this money 

may not be well spent. Last week some 
, news came ou"t or Berlin which should 
: calm such. fears; 

.' ; The Russians discovered that their 
;1 three main . telephone cables· from 

C
') qEast Berlin .to poInts east were tapped. 

. !I. tunnel from the western zone, con-
., ' nected with the tapped lines arid 

wires, led to sandba~s at the z'one 
boundary. The Russlanswerc greatly 
disturbed. They claim that nll mes­
sages for several years havc pecn in,. 
tercepted. They blame thIs vIolation . 
ot privacy on American Intelligence, 

) . 

Our oIDclals hav'e expressed h·orror. 
at the charge; They l1aven't,' they say, 

... 
'" :the slightest idea 'or where the lines· ' 

~ead or by whom they were laid. The 
Russians are just old meanies to claim' 
we wire-tapped. " .. . 
\ West Berliners are l~ughlrig. Good' 
to'r American Intell1gcnce, they say:' 

', ' '. 

I",. 
I . :" ,, ~,'-

. They hope, and so do we, that the. ; 
Russians have only discovered one ot . 
several taps. ' At least, the expose 1 

shows that some ot. the . money spent 
by. qIA ' ~a.y .~~ve;'be~n. very w~ll spent I 

, , 

~ ,- .: I,:' 
; . 
" . 

Ivdee~:i:: . ' .. i " r ".,.-: ,-" :: • . '. ,:~ .. ' ;; .: r • 
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CIA MAY HAVE ORDERED \>IIRETAP TUNNEL -~ DREIER 

Alex Dreier at 6:00 P.M. over WNAQ (Chicago) and the NI:C 
Ra.dio Network: . 

"And nOH under the heading, special report, part one. 

--lJ.G....""'e'a.'t-Bl'-i-tairH-li-'trh-:i't:>-1'rogrr.an -spy-wh'o--turn'e d - 0\.1. t " tob 0-' not 
-SO-sllC.Ctl_s_~fuL..in-hi-s-scCT~tivoness--has.. .. nothin£;....on-. us. We have a 

, tunnel 1-:'0 dug unq.or the communist sector of Berlin and which the 
reds exposed to the light of day, as you probably know, a short 
while ago. \~ell, our NBC eorr~spondent, good friend and colleague, 
Frank Burkholzer, has investigated the story of the wiretap tunnol 
and he says there'S just one conclusion -- it's ours. We dug it, 
we equipped it Hith electronic equipment to listen in on conununist 
East German conversations for a whole year before they found . us out~ 

"Presu.rnably we should be embarrassed but nobody in Berlin is. 
In fact, there is a hint of American and ~lest German pride in know" 
ing that 'we pulled off an espionage triclc on the Reds for a change. 
Of course, the East Germans are making a good thing of it by con- ' 
ducting tours through the tunnel to impress their people with the 
dastardliness of the American spies, but that maY ,backfire on them 
because the East Germans are not beyond getting a quiet chuckle at 
this outV1itting of their coITll1lllIlist ruler-s. 

"Burkholzor tells us that the United States is stamped all 
over the listening post tunnel. Now, the tunnel is on the outskirts 
of town with our end being located under a so-called experimental 
radar station beside a garbage dump. It runs straight under a plowed 
field that has whit.e border marking posts above it. The Russians 
have made three openings for the tourists. One is near the llirotap, 
another at a point about 150 yards out in the field. When anyone 
asks an American why there isn't any radar at the experimental radar 
station, the usmil ansHer, according to Burkholzer, is, we said it 
was experimental, didn't w,e? Want to make something of it']l1 

"Naturally thE) arlTlY and the government in Washington aren't 
going to admit anything unless they have to. No one tells who 
ordered the eavesdropping tunnel built or who p~id for it or who 
did the listening and the digging. Perhaps it was the work of a 
local Berlin outfit, just a curious bunch of boyse Or perhaps it 
1fas done secretly on orders direct from the · Pentagon or the CENl'RAL 
U,'TELLIGENCE AGENcY. Anyway" it was done well because it wasn't 
discovered for a year and nOl-1 the Russians may be wonderine how 
much we learned from recording all the phone talks, possibly includ~ 
everything that uent throUBh the switchboard of the nearby Soviet 
airfield. So thp.nks for the information,. Frank Burkholzer, and now 
we have a question for you. Why don1·t we open a tourist entrance 
at our end of the tunnel and cash in on the publicity?' Step up, 
one and all. Only l\. quarter. See modern espionage in electronic 
form and all underground'" and who knowQ? Por~pB you Will JOOet an 
occasional coDl1lUllliot tour~t." 

,. .. ~ 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 



;" .. . ' 
, I .f 

: ~ ,. I . ' , . . 

I ' " j 

, . 
. f ~ :" ': . •. 

; II · I Y"· 
I.., 

I'·,: 
. ~ . 

i":1 
( : 

I" 
, , 
/" : 

• . ~ .. : _ t 

;" 

.... ,. 

' .. ' ' 

_--..,,,.,,-...,, ... Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490_ _ .. ____ . ___ ~_ "' _ 
---.... --- ---.. ----. -~ -'- '-"' ,. '·lA Y ~ ,('lES6- '., 

NzV! yoruc. 
m:...~ TnmUNl:? 

-r--------.. ------.- 1 ..... . : ......... ...,, ___ -,-.--___ _ 

]E :3llo]inll Reds f]1}~]{·-i~. See 'i 
'D. S. Wire· Tap Tmmd'l 

By G:lston Coblentz 1 S;lIlubaJ:' Darrlcade 
, ,ByWirClcss to tllcllcralclTI'ib:mc! "We have no fault whotsOcver . " 

>"0,1956, N, y, /lcralcl Tribune Inc , Ito fillq with the technique," one 
r:' . DERLIN, Mny :W.-Qnc of ,nLt~llciant tinld, 

tlie ~reatcst slr,llts ot the cold}' 1: I'O~I~ the ca~lern. (,l1tl'I\~ICe, II 
,Ivai' js the "American spy llm.,vlsltol C,ln wnlk 'H,slw;Ild for 
;nrl" now on cxhibitioa In .East'PCl'hOP~ 11)0 Yllrds post the pomt 
ncrlill I WhCI'O Lho Lunnol ~I'OMCn ulldor 

The' SOO."nrd tunnel re .c. the sectol' bordel', Then a 6nnd-
, . PI ba~ barricade Is encountered.: 

sents l\ venture of c"traordlO:U1' ann II voice cnlls out "halt'" In' 
nudaclty-tllo sturt oC which G' n i 
\~lrillcr films nrc .m.:Jde. Jt ~L ~Iti~ ~Iear thnt It the visitor; 
',us dull' by Amclic,ln Intelh- could continue westwnrd pnst 
r,Cllce {orees-nnd thllt 1s the: Ule barric:lde he would emergc . 
~e\1.,~r:l1 115sumption-it IS. .n soon nt II .low but prominent , 
l~m"Il1;: ~"a~Ple ot turn' AI;H~ric;m bllildlnC' wlth r:ldnr : 

Scldom hilS an IntclhgcncC'( " . - ... - . .... . - . . 
or;;:lni7.ation e)(~cuted' 0. mere lJ~lldmll' Is surrounded by barbed 

, . 

!
capaclt y fOl dill lOr: undertakm~s. , C'iluipm~nt on the root, The/' 

. , . {', , , \\lI'e lind guarded constantly by, . 

. sI(11I ul,and ctltliCUIt opelatlon Amerlcnn Idl S - I G .. ---- ... --.- .•. -.. . - .. . _-
:thnn that accomplished by thl' so el's. Igns n . cr, Complex EquIpment I 
' . man wam' "Entry most stnct1l 
:tunnel's di~llel:s: thc tapping of forbidden.': . . Beyond thc door 15 a compnrt-
2t 5

1
9 lcomnllunlst . 10ng:dlstadn~e, A study at the IIre:\' suggest1 men I t sevten ' fect ilOtngl hO~stmlr: 

: ~ ep lonc m:s I unnm" un el- 'no possibility othcr than thnt equ pm en to nl,a II .a n ~el n n. 
" Illound hi Beilin .. Tlle lines ap-'thc radar building encloses the lcvcls of tempelatule nnd hu-I 
~arently Included some rur.mng \vest.crn cnd ot the tunnel. mldlty.. 'The Communists say, 
to Soviet snteillte slate In Enst-j . thiS was necessnry to protectl 

'crn EUl'ope. as well as Soviet. Clay Hauled Away Idelicate equipment in the other-' 
. l(>rmy circuits in Germ:lIlY. Tile men who dug the tunnel wise da9k lind cold tunnel. I 
~., ..,:... .• s · 'clll---'TI ' :- .. ---' Obviously lnllored tmdel' two FiMlIy, there Is the comPlex'1 no." . na ( ar mvel! . ~m.njor handicaps. They had to t:lppin!; equipment. 1\11 of Amerl- . 

\.l : ... 1 The tunnel. discovrred by tile 'work very silently to nvoid 'de- cnn or Brit\J;h manuf:lcturc' 
:C(\mmunists :\ month or,o [Ind,tection. and they ilad to haul This includes eh::ht racks 0 
'now the l1l:Jin sir,hts<'clng nt-'aWny secretly the thousands of boosters.to cnrry the tapped con­
. trnetion in Bci·lIn. can be visited .tons of clay they dUI! out, Sincejlversation back to the western 
bymakinl: 11. twtnty·minulc bi!; pil~s of earth ncar the sector end ot the tunnel and also to 

.dril'e from the ccnter of Berlin borc\<'r would have alerted the help prevent detection of the 
:to the ' southeast corner or the Communist.~. !.t:lps., 
'cily, ... . I Apparently the exenvattd ; There are three power-contl'ol 

A mobile ~nnek b:ll' Is dolnr."c:lrth was haulcd awl\Y In closrd'imi t.s near two lon~ racks of 
':\ thrivin'g business 'ncar the·!trucks brour;ht Into toe rad:w C'c;ulpment Into which the 259 

· 'enstern end .of t.he tunnel. cater~'PlUildlng, Possibly the same Commur11st lines lead from 
"In/; to East German factol'y'I'r~'Ueks bought in the sections of threo main cables, Hcre the In­
Ictcl~;:atlolls bl'our:ht to see the eOl'l'Ur,ated Iron tubln~ which divldual . monltorlnl! tnps nre' 

A work of !IAmeric:ln 1mperlalists:,pllle the tllllnri. .Thr. 11t0105t made, 'Along the 'opposite wnl! 
.1 After JnspectlnG' the tunnt'I,l secrecy !nust hav(l been used to of the tunnel is II row of benches. 
~tiJe factory workers record their,avOid stnTmg up local talk. w.lth fi,uercsecnt lighting over­
'''indignntion''\n II viSitors' book.1 The Communists cstlnnte that hend: ·The . compartment Js 
ITlle !Jook contains tht:. signn.l this part ot the work took sev- painted !l.. hi\ttleshlp gray. 
'tures of forelllners on both sldesl· erll\~ nJlontlhhs. t I I d Considri='rd Gr'eat E"pcrt~ 
oC the Iron Curtnln Even 0. .y It1 e lInne comp etc :. 
S I 'tr I I - 1\' t d '. Ithere c:Jme the job or Installing At the vpry rnd oC the rMtrrn 
1~lnnC'~c 0 , I\C n _Ils f ~t,e I' d/ the monltorlnr. equipment Ap- compnrlnlC'llt thcle is anothrr 

,- drnr.~~r ;\rict~lt~ ~s IC~Of t~v(')~~lrmrentlY this 'had to be' done steel doo.·. on . the: c:l~tem ,:;:de 
f • b I h f d I brfol'e tIle Communl<t Illle< or it Is 011f' mOH' mlllO. \:\llt w'm cc, e 0\\' t e sur ace, wns UI: I .,,' . "r.', - • -, 

kom n pOint 200 yards lJ\Sideicollld be tnpped, b('ca\l~e p~\'t of ,-nn ultra-sensitive microphone I 
the Amrncan sector' ot West, tim eqUIP:nent had the pnmorY'whlch would have reported an I 
Berlin It runs enstwnrd to a,tn~k ot pleventm[C detection of activity by 'hn C I ' Ytl . Ith h t Th f' • W ommun st.~ a , pomt 300 yards InsJde the Rus· e pone aps. .c mass 0 ;'the pomt where their lines werel 
sian scctOl', The western cn_le~ulpment Wl\~ pamstaklnA'ly tapped. Any nctlvity there would) 
trancr. . lIe~ In I\, spllrscly-popu- dl:lg(;ed throUl,h the tunnel:have meont thnt the t n III d! 
Intcd locall~y called Rudow. )nlonrr two wooden ralls and 'been discovered u ne 11_ 

Only the en~tern end at j,h~lhoused In II special nlnety.root·I' The men Wh~ did th t II 
, tUnnel Is open for Visitors, A lonr, compllrtment at the ellstern tapplnr, must hnve bcen

c 
:c ~ll , 

\ detachment· or Communis end of the tunnel, ~the C're:1t experts In tlJ mIg. 
People 's PoJ1cc and I\, communi· This compartment begins with/They did n. r k hIe llclcj.~ 
cations expcrL arc on hand tol~ thick steel door Ilt Its western,picce or (, k emar 0 y ti~y, 
explain every detnU They readllylenLrance, On the door-~)l1C' o~ The c:m~~ It ' .: 
CXjll'ess thelr adml~atlon tor the the tunnel':! nicest touches-I. stalllltion o.pp~ s ~tlsay the Ir.~ 
5k1ll or the proJect', bu1lden written In .Russlan and. Gel' tor sev r I rc y operllt~d: 
.. " .... ..:.._-- ........ __ ._. ~,. mnn: "Entry forbidden by order e a months before:t I~j 

- of tho Commanding Genenl," :'discove~cd. Thero 15 no cxplnnll. 
. ". . -.' ~~- ,-- . .. . ~ ._._}12~,~or,how Jt ,WIIS det~c,~d. 
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) LD P: i10f\n n 'KI' fa r· ~ 'l d 'ti','ivcn ' oui. tothc ' ;adar · ~ite~- -·-- ---- - -;:.. ,-.• c.- . _ , 

1 . Ht ... U0 lidNl~ tJUI~~:l)~' fioberl T.uc)(m,an, A~so· the oorders o{ ~he German~ 
" ;' ~ .. . ; elaled Press ' but~all . c)lief, democratic rep U 0 I i c ? ,; he 
, '. n ..... ~ (.) n· ' ..,. '""; . Barbed wirr. surrounded thc Clsked. ' 

(0' ;' 1'1 ~ ~,~JV ~'~~~\!~1~"l~ : station .a~d it~ permanent l'cns :l 'fhank YOll ' • 
~ (!J) • U 1'\1 a \1:- .i type h~lldlOgS. I • Our answer, in halting Ger-
; n U...... . I "atched by \ ani,s ,man, explaine(! that ()wner· 

('0 

f' ~ ~ ~ ~ ij fi) ~ ~ ~ R ~ r: N i ~merican soldiers in' se~t ry I ~hip of the tllnn~l has no~ 
., ~ ~~Ull::.o. Ul!.aHll.~4~ · ~oxes watched us, thru {Ieldlbcen estahlished. but that in' 
; . '. olasses as we sauntcred to· a time of .. tension" th . ht 
· . ." ward the clearly markcd com. ' e rig • · Let 3 U S Re t . l11unist border~ down a dirt! ness or wr~ngness depcnded 

,~ •. . par er~ Toad, bordering an opcn fiel<f upon . th: Side of the {ence 
It T E' B . We could see knots of Voposl {rom which the operation was 
, our erie ore . ~ around mounds o.f earth eXC:l. viewed . 
l . BY JOlIN H T;t~:\lt>SO:-.l ··' valcd to reveal two sections of Ile showed us . a book in. 

, iCIU",."l>u~, r"" ;,,:Ictl' .'. the tunnel. • " . W;l1ch tu.nnel .- vlsltor.s . wC.re. 
BEf<L!l'i, May 28 _ T!·.rca: Acress the c~rde;-, ' Vopos }vked ' to 1O.

sc90.e thclr opm-! 
: American ' new ~ men. ~oda/ toc~ us io. their commander,P01:S; ass~nlllg. :t h~ld sj;:na-~; 
; s tood 20 (eet underground in i pas. men and women waiungf;lUre~ .. ~l Chll1c~e/ Kor~ans,1 
: the alleged •. American spy I ~o tour thc tUnllal aItllrwatch.Br1tlsh! Americans, . and o (h.j 
· tunnel," burrowed 300 yards ,l~g :1 tommunist movie ot its , c.s, ilnd asked us to. sig.n..I 
· under Berlin's lillic Iron Cur./dlsCOVery, The commandor! J~st to keep the record · 
'; t~in, . and peered into the .cx~mined 0 u r pOlssporls, ' slr'lIght, in case the .East G~r.-
1.s~loom o{ the AmericalJ sccto,; I ::;~!Ied, 'an~ led. us down a' mans attempt to use. oljr · 
: over the shoulders oC two I ihght of du't stairs into. the . st"tem~nts {or prop~g.anda. w .. ~l 
~ German communist tommy tunnel. ' '. . . wrote, In my handwCllmg: : 

. \.Slunncrs. . ', '1 Encased i.n steel and' con· I .; We wish ' to . thank the 
~ . Our hOst .In as cerie a set. ~reta was the al,legcd .wire f.a~. vo!kspo.~zci . very much.~or I, tlng as 'was aver deviscd by a laboratory," directly under a bemg kmd enough to &hoY( ~,us. 
)'mystery- writer, was a jack: I~aved road Iead .i~g from Ber· the tunnc~." . . . .. . , .... ;iA 

booted of{ic~r oC thc East 1m to the Ru~sian air base at ' ;' r:-~ 
., : German communistJ1olice, the Schoenfeld: The commander,' . . !: 

; . " Vopos," or Volk:;polizci. ; who dechned to · give his'. 
: . . Our tour was the third per. ~ame,. said that .216 telephone 
;. mltted western reporters since lmes m three big cables werc 
· the night of ~pril 2i when tapped. . ,' • 

. ~,the Russian high command . FluQ!escent lightinL.iUu:.: 
here announced ··discovery · or" · d "'. . - - ~ the tunnel and equ' t't' mmatc .a :swltchbo"rd, banks 

: . 'pmen I ; of currcnt · boostcrs, ampli· 
,;~~dg.was used for wire tap. i f~rs, ap.d c~b.lcs . . ·AU instruc •. , 

: Since' then the" spy tunriel"~' • ions o~ the eql,lipment wel;c': 
: so labelcd by the fiussians and 10 EnglIsh .• Some items bore: 
; ~ast Gcrrrans, has belln "is the labels of British,or Ameri.i 
i lted by more than 15,OOOEast can manufacturcres. : : 
l G~rman wo~ker ~<llegatioDs, , Reds lIIan Gu,!s .;" j 
; the 9ommun~sts said. . ' ., PU!l1Ps sent hot and cold : 

Chicago ~i rune 
?J May 55 

.~crnlan.s A.dmire Feat · . wa.ter to an air conditioning! 
· S.ltuated In hnc with an ex· U~It. 9t~er long ,pipes held! 
· penmental . Americ.an army ; ~)!l or air. The tunnel was ' 

. :radar station. [the: Russians' nJllde of bolted sections of cor-! 
: say it is a dummy], owner- rU[lated steel, lined on the' 
; ship of the ' tunnel, has ' not .sides with sandbags. : 
: been officially admitted by ' Walking back· 300 yards, wc i 
i the American c'omlnandi .here reached the east·west border.1 
.-or.in Washington. .... . I Thera,'behind sandbags ' two~ 
~ West Berliners arc con. young Vopos crouched with' 

. ~vinced.' the Ame'rieans built their ~uns. and a powerful: 
;the tunnel, cquipfled ·it. wilh.: searchlight, aimed up the tun·'· 

:, 'expensive apparatus, and then nei under the American' secJ 
'lislened in on .Red army tcl.) tor. - . I 
· cphone conversations . slnc'cl Outside again, · 'thc r com~~ 
I the summer o{ 1954. ' • ' . . I mander asked us '\yhat would 1 
· To them, it was. an. astound-I be. thc' reaction in the United 
~n~ feat. whiah "has grcatlyj ~lat~s if the Canadians or Mex· 

; enhanced American presligcJ Icans ,~~ove ·· such a .. spy 
~'fhe boldness of burrowing, tunnel • . Wlder Ol,lr borders. 
'under thc' Russian noses, and ':Ne. said the Americans would 
: its .'technical acc;o~plis?ment; b,e.t u~happy.'.' about it. 
· have captl,lrcd the lmagmatidn I. : Is. It right. pr wr~ng {or 
[ of. many Germans. . .' , Americans to do ' this .under' 

.~ No one expccted it sight or: ' .. -..,...., .. ~:-- .. :.--:~-. -.--.. 
. I the tunnel.today \vhcnWai'· ; " . 

... .. ~ .. • . \. -' .. " ... .. ....... _,;. . ft .... A 
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APPENDIX D 

NOTE: This analysis was prepared by the PBJOINTLY 
staff as part of the wrap-up of the operation. 

ROUND-UP OF EAST GERMAN PRESS 
REACTION TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE 

WIRETAP TUNNEL AT THE BERLIN SECTOR BORDER 

(Sources as Indicated) 

The following is an analysis of the East German press 

reaction to the discovery of the wiretap tunnel at the sector 

border between West and East Berlin. During the period under . 

review - 24 to 26 April 1956 - a total of 31 dailies per day 

and four weeklies were available for scrutiny; however, only 

the dailies reported and commented on the incident. 

Mostly concerned with reporting and commenting on the 

incident were the East Berlin papers which, in some instances, 

devoted full pages of their local sections to reports and pic-

,tures on the tunnel in addition to their front-page or second­

page accounts of developments. The provincial press gave front-

'page treatment to the matter only in few instances, generally 

refrained from large articles or commentaries, and often 

carried pictorial material with only brief explanations. The 

least coverage was noted in the provincial press of other 
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than SED (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands -

.Communist Party Germany) affiliation; none of these papers 

published any commentary, or any cartoon of their own, on 

the subject up to 26 April, in fact. 
;; 

Describing the tunnel as inspected by the journalists 

after the Soviet press conference, the papers pointed out 

that the installation was well ,designed and constructed, tha;t 

the installation was costly and equivalent to a modern tele~ 

phone exchange, and that the material - of British and Ameri-

can origin - used in the installation was of such quality as 

to guarantee long service. 

The East Berlin papers, which were leading in the reports 

on the issue, treated the matter as a "bitterly serious inci-

dent" which represents an "international scandal" and a 

"breach of the norms of international law." The papers, in 

their commentaries, addressed the West Berlin Senat, demand-

ing an all-Berlin understanding and stressing the necessity 

for united action, and insinuated that Berlin is being kept 

divided merely for the purpose of providing the espionage 

centers in West Berlin with a base for launching provocations 

against the GDR. Other commentaries by central and provincial 

papers contained calls for vigilance and for defense prepared-

ness. Only one paper printed an editorial on the incident. 

In commenting on the incident the press did not draw a line 

2 
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between the different developments, such as the press confer-

ence, the Soviet protest, the GDR Government protest, etc., 

but, as a rule, the commentaries dealt with the incident as 

a whole. Later, when the first reaction of the West Berlin 

press was available, the central press swooped down upon the 

West Berlin press for attempting to belittle the incident and 
. . " . 

to divert attention from the "seriousness of the matter." 

The few caricatures published by the papers were designed 

to slander the Americans. 

Day by, D~y Reaction 

24 April 1956 

On 24 April 1956 six East Berlin papers printed the ADN 

(Allegemeines Deutsches Nachrichten Bureau - General German 

News Office) release of individual reports on the Soviet press 

conference, reported on the inspection of the tunnel by the 

journalists, and carried excerpts from General .Zarenko's letter 

of protest (1 - 6). DER MORGEN and BERLINER ZEITUNG (5 and 6) 

printed only the abbreviated version of the ADN release. Six 

provincial SED papers (7 - 12) carried announcements of the 

discovery, brief reports on the press conference, and merely 

an announcement to the effect that a letter of protest has 

been sent to the American Chief of Staff. Onl~ NEUER TAG, 

Frankfurt/Oder, printed the long version of the ADN release(12). 

3 
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Provincial papers of other party affiliations carried no 

reports. 

25 April 1956 

On 25 April 22 provincial papers came out with the ADN 

version of the report on the discovery of the tunnel (13 - 34); 

the six provincial SED papers which had carried a brief announce-

ment the day befpre followed, up their reports by more extens~ve 

accounts of the press conference, the letter of protest, and 

the inspection of the tunnel (13 - 18). Papers pf other party 

affiliations joined in the reporting campaign on this day. 

Only MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTIMME, of all provincial papers, published 

an "eye-witness" report containing a description of the tunnel 

and quoting individuals who had voiced their "outrage at such 

a thing" which produces new material for conflicts in foreign' 

policy (16). SCHWERINER VOLKSZEITUNG, which printed the long 

version of the ADN release, reproduced the first picture of 

the tunnel (22). 

Meanwhile the central press, in addition to supplementary 
I 

reports on the discovery of the tunQel, descriptions of the 

tunnel, and pictorial material showing sections of the tunnel 

such as the amplifier station, etc., came out with the first 

commentaries. A total of five commentaries appeared on this 

day. The press treated the matter as a "bitterly serious 

affair" which represents an "international scandal" and a 

4 
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"breach of the norms of international law," pointing out that 

the United States violated the Buenos Aires Treaty on Telecom­

,munications on the one hand and the GDR'S sovereignty on the 

other hand (35 - 39). 
. . 

NEUES DEUTSCHLAND spoke of a new, 

hitherto unsurpassed "gangster act" of the U.S. secret service 

(35), NATIONAL ZEITUNG termed the incident as a "sensational 

international scandal" (36), NEUE ZEIT stressed that there if! 

no word "strong enough to brand such wickedness" (38), and 
, " 

JUNGE WELT declared that "this had to happen just to those 

who always babble about Commun;ist infiltration but · can never 

prove it" '(39). All commentaries were addressed to the West 

Berlin Senat, demanding an all-Berlin understanding for the 

purpose of discontinuing the "stubborn adherence to NATO 

policy," achieving the withdrawal of the "cold war experts of 

all shades," dissolving the espionage centers in the "frontier 

city," and achieving ' a "normalization in the situation in 

Berlin." Three papers reported on. a meeting held by the 

National Front at Alt-Glienicke, at which the population adopted 

a resolution protest ing aga inst th is "provocation. J1 Franz 

Fischer, First Secretary of the Kreis Treptow SED Executive 

Board, was reported to have said at the meeting that the 

people of West Germany and West Berlin have to pay for this 

installation through the occupation costs and to have termed 

the tunnel as "an appendix of the cold war" (38, 40, and 41). 
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TRIBUENE, moreover, referred to a report by the ' HAMBURGER 

- ANZEIGER to underscore the fact that the installations in the 

tunnel were not of provisional nature but designed for long 

service (40). DER MORGEN, describing the tunnel, added that 

West German correspondents who inspected the tunnel noted with 

satisfaction the declaration of the Soviet Lieutenant Colonel 

that "quite obviously, German quarters have no part in this" 

(41), while NATIONAL ZEITUNG briefly referred to an announce-

mentmade at the A1t-Glienicke meeting to the effect ~hat the 

tunnel was open for public inspection (36). 

NEUES DEUTSCHLAND reproduced the first caricature on the 

' issue. The cartoon ~howed ag~rd~n which is divided into two 

parts by a sign indicating the "Democratic Sector" - full of 
, - ' 

flowers, and the opposite side - a barren piece of land with 

a molehili topped by a 'flag' with the dollar sign. ' A strong 

arm is pulling out of a hole in the Democratic Sector a mole 

wearing "U.S."-marked earphones, some sort 'of Army trousers 

with plugs and pliers showing from the pocket, and a U.S. 

Army cap bearing the legend "Espionage." The cartoon is 

captioned, "Do Not Burrow in Other People's Yards" (35). 

26 April 1956 

On 26 April 27 papers continued reporting on the issue 

(42 - 68). In 17 instances the reports were supplemented 

with pictures as outlined above. A total of 15 papers 
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printed the text of, or lar~e excerpts from,the press release 

on the GDR Government protest (42 - 56). Six papers reported 

on the inspectlon of the tunnel by the population, the press, 

and representatives of the ' diplomatic corps (42, 49, 59, 60, 

65, and 67). Four papers referred to a report carried by the 

West Berlin TAGESSPIEGEL according to whi~h Western journalists 

were prohibited from inspecting the mouth of the tunnel on the 

Western side (42, 43, 51, and 58), and four ,papers referred 

to FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE which had spoken of an "eloquent 

silence" about the affair on the part of the Americans (42, 51, 

55, and 58). A total of four papers reported on the Alt­

Glienicke meeting (51, 60, 61, and 67).NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 

gave excerpts from Fisher's speech, quoting him to the effect 

that the people of West Berlin, in particular the SPD members, 

will be invited to inspect the tunnel (51) . Three papers re­

produced caricatures (51, 52, and 56), six papers carried;} 

commentaries (51, 52, 53, 54, 57, and 58), and one paper came 

out with an editorial (55) . Three East Berlin papers, through 

their commentaries, swooped down upon the West Berlin press 

for its attitude toward the incident. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 

accused the West Berlin papers of attempting to belittle the 

incident and of lauding the efficiency of the American "goblins,1t 

adding that the West Berlin press is thus making vain attempts 

to divert attention from the seriousness of the matter (51). 

7 
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JUNGE WELT lashed out at the West Berlin DER TAG, saying that, 

by its opinion, the West Berlin paper manifests its total loss 

of any sense of decency. Besides, DER TAG is not in the least 

disturbed about the violation ~lBO of west Berlin's territory 

(52). NATIONAL ZEITUNG held that DER TAG now admitted what it 

has been denying at all times, namely that West Berlin is a 

de facto part of NATO, adding that DER TAG now regards as 

"customary" the military espionage of the United States on 

GDR territory in addition to the "customary frontier-city 

policy," the "customary" partition, and the "customary" 

diversionist activities of the KGU and other underworld 

organizations. The paper stressed that all Berliners fully 

agree with the FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE which said that the 

people must demand the discontinuation of "such things" (58). 

NEUE ZEIT, carrying the only editorial, said that the wire­

tapping post is a feature of West Berlin's misuse as a NATO 

base. The paper emphasized that GDR policy will continue to 

serve all-German understanding and relaxation of international 

tensions. "But it must be kept in mind that the success of 

this policy will not only depend on the volume of the appeal 

for peace but also on our preparedness to defend our homeland 

as well as on our vigilance regarding the prevention of dan-

gers resulting from the fact that one part of Berlin has be­

come a frontier city against peace," the paper added. "What 

8 

SECRET 

Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 



......... _____ Approved for Release: 2019/02/27 C01225490 __ ~~ ____ _ 

SEC RET 

we ' need are contact points above the ground and in full 

1 ight, namely all~G€rman fal'ks, and not underground tren-ches 

in the cold warlf (55). 

The first commentaries carried by provincial papers dealt 

with the incident as an example of proof for East G€rman press 

reports on hostile espionage. VOLKSSTIMME,-Karl-Marx-Stadt, 

pointed out that the tunnel 'represents "a document" which is 

quite apt to dispel all doubt's of those who have hitherto 

been inclined to regard East German press reports about the 

underground activities of western espionage services as 

"exaggerated" (57). MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTIMME quoted 'several 

workers who voiced their indignation over 91suc h a vileness" 

which makes German unity more difficult to demonstrate that, 

the "Western side" is just as 'quiet about 'th:ls '''unpleasant 

affair" as the population is' outraged (53). And LEIPZIGER 

VOLKSZElTUNG stressed that anyone read~ng about the discovery 

of the tunnel will inevitably weigh the Soviet attempts at 

maintaining peace against the efforts made by the U.S. espio­

nage service, adding that this "breach of international law" 

also places the West Berlin administration "in a peculiar 

light.·' The paper reminded its readers that war preparation, 

which '!formerly marched on Prussian Army boots," is now 

marching on "American rubber soles, chewing gum, and tapping 

telephone lines" (54). 
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NEUES DEUTSCHLAND's caricature showed an AmeriGan soldier try­

ing in vain to "milk" a disconnected, oversized telephone re­

ceiver into a bucket marked "CIC" while another 'soldier is 

thoughtfully standing by (51). JUNGE WELT reproduced a car­

toon showing a mole wearing a U.S. Army cap on its head and 

a telephone receiver on its back halting before a sign which 

warns that "spies are now facing danger." The cartoon is 

captioned, "The Underworld that Shuns the Light," and foot­

noted, "Damned, ,we did not put up that sign" (52). FREIES 

WORT showed rats wearing U.S. Army caps being disturbed by 

a Russian soldier in the operation of what looks like a 

communication center. Two rats are shown facing the soldier 

in surprise, another standing with arms raised, and still 

another escaping through an opening in the wall. The 

caricature is entitled, "Unpleasant Surprise," and footnoted, 

"It is an Effrontery of the RussiaQS to Disturb Us in Our 

(Burrowing) Work" (56). 
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SOURCES 

1956 

1. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 24 Apr 
2. NEUE ZEIT 24 Apr 
3. TRIBUENE 24 Apr 
4. NATIONAL ZEITUNG 24 Apr 
5. DER MORGEN 24 Apr 
6. BERLINER ZEITUNG 24 Apr 
7. FREIHEIT 24 Apr 
8 . SAECHSISCHE ZEITUNG 24 Apr 
9. VOLKSSTIMME, Kar1-Marx-Stadt 24 Apr 

10. MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTIMME 24 Apr 
11. LEIPZIGER VOLKSZElTUNG 24 Apr 
12. NEUER TAG 24 Apr 
13. FREIHEIT 25 Apr 
14. SAECHSISCHE ZEITUNG 25 Apr 
15. VOLKSSTIMME, Karl-MarX-Stadt 25 Apr 
16. MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTIMME 25 Apr 
17. LEIPZIGER VOLKSZEITUNG 25 Apr 
18. NEUER TAG 25 Apr 
19. LAUSITZER RUNDSCHAU 25 Apr 
20. VOLKSSTIMME, Magdeburg 25 Apr 
21. DAS VOLK, Erfurt 25 Apr 
22. SCHWERINER VOLKSZEITUNG 25 Apr 
23. FREIE ERDE 25 Apr 
24. OSTSEE ZEITUNG 25 Apr 
25. VOLKSWACHT 25 Apr 
26. FREIES WORT 25 Apr 
27. SAECHSICHES TAGEBLATT 25 Apr 
28. DIE UNION 25 Apr 
29 . NORDDEUTSCHE NEUESTE NACHRICHTEN 25 Apr 
30. MAERKISCHE UNION 25 Apr 
31. BRANDENBURGISCHE NEUESTE NABBR. 25 Apr 
32. BAUERN ECHO 25 Apr 
33. DER NEUE WEG 25 Apr 
34 . LIBERAL DEMOKRATISCHE ZEITUNG 25 Apr 
35. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 25 Apr 
36. NATIONAL ZEITUNG 25 Apr 
37. BERLINER ZElTUNG 25 Apr 
38. NEUE ZEIT 25 Apr 
39. JUNGE WELT 25 Apr 
40 . . TRIBUENE 25 Apr 
41. DER MORGEN 25 Apr 
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45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50 . 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
9:4. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
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BERLINER ZEITUNG 
SAECHSISCHE ZEITUNG 
DAS YOLK, Erfurt 
NEUER TAG 
FREIHEIT 
DER MORGEN 
TRIBUENE 
BAUERN ECHO 
DER NEUE WEG 
NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 
JUNGE WELT 
MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTIMME 
LEIPZIGER VOLKSZEITUNG 
NEUE ZEIT 
FREIES WORT 
VOLKSSTIMME, Karl-Marx-Stadt 
NATIONAL ZEITUNG 
VOLKSSTIMME, Magdeburg 
MAERKISCHE UNION 
FREIE ERDE 
LEIPZIGER VOLKSZEITUNG 
VOLKSWACHT 
SAECHSISCHES TAGEBLATT 
OSTSEE ZEITUNG 
LAUSITZER RUNDSCHAU 
DIE UNION 
SCHWERINER VOLKSZElTUNG 
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