
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are

responsible for the declassification of MILLIONS of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


26 October 2018 

Mr. John Greenewald, Jr. 
27305 West Live Oak Road 
Suite #1203 
Castaic, CA 91384 

Reference: F-2016-02255 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Central Intelligence Agency 

Washington, D.C. 20505 

This is a final response to your 27 July 2016 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
for all records, electronic or otherwise, of all records pertaining to the Project 
Electronic Ray. We processed your request in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, 
as amended, and the CIA Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 3141, as amended. 

We completed a thorough search for records responsive to your request and located the 
enclosed two documents, consisting of five pages, which we have determined are released 
in their entirety. Copies of the documents are enclosed at Tab A. 

We also determined that three documents, consisting of 18 pages, can be released in 
segregable form with deletions made on the.basis ofFOIA exemptions, (b)(l), (b)(3), 
and/or (b)(6). Copies of the documents and an explanation of exemptions are enclosed at 
Tab B. Exemption (b)(3) pertains to information exempt from disclosure by statute. The 
relevant statutes are Section 6 of the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, as amended, 
and Section 102A(i)(l) of the National Security Act of 194 7, as amended. As the CIA 
Information and Privacy Coordinator, I am the CIA official responsible for this 
determination. You have the right to appeal this response to the Agency Release Panel, 
in my care, within 90 days from the date of this letter. Please include the basis of your 
appeal. · 

If you have any questions regarding our response, you may contact us at: 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20505 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

703-613-3007 (Fax) 



Please be advised that you may seek dispute resolution services from the CIA's FOIA 
Public Liaison or from the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) of the 
National Archives and Records Administration. OGIS offers mediation services to help 
resolve disputes between FOIA requesters ~nd Federal agencies. You may reach CIA's 
FOIA Public Liaison at: 

703-613-1287 (FOIA Hotline) 

The contact information for OGIS is: 

Office of Government Information Services. 
National Archives and Records Administratjon 
8601 Adelphi Road - OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
202-741-5770 
877-864-6448 
202-741-5769 (fax) 
ogis@ nara. gov 

Contacting the CIA's FOIA Public Liaison or OGIS does not affect your right to pursue an 
administrative appeal. 

Sincerely, 

Allison Fong 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Enclosures 



Explanation of Exemptions 

. . - .. . . 

Freedom of Information Act: 

(b)(l) exempts from disclosure information currently and properly classified, pursuant to an 
Executive Order; 

(b )(2) exempts from disclosure information which pertains solely to the internal personnel rules 
and practices of the Agency; 

(b )(3) exempts froin disclosure information that another federal statute protects, provided that the 
·other federal statute either requires that the matters be withheld, or establishes particular 
criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld. The (b )(3) 
statutes upon which the CIA relies include, but are not limited to, the CIA Act of 1949; 

(b)( 4) exempts from disclosure trade secrets and commercial or financial information that is 
obtained from a person and that is privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) exempts from disclosure~nter-and intra-agency memoranda or letters that would not be 
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency; 

(b)( 6) exempts from disclosure information from personnel and medical files and similar files the 
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly miwarranted invasion of privacy; 

(b )(7) exempts from disclosure information compiled for law enforcement purposes to the extent 
that the production of the information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with 
enforcement proceedings; (B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an 
impartial adjudication; (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy; (D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a, 
confidential source or, in the case of information compiled by a criminal law enforcement 
authority in the course of a criminal investigation or by an agency conducting a lawful 
national security intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential.source ; 
(E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement-investigations or 
prosecutions if such disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the 
law; or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger any individual's life or physical 
safety; 

(b )(8) exempts from disclosure information contained in reports or related to examination, 
operating, or condition reports prepared by, or on behalf of, or for use of an agency 
responsible for regulating or supervising financial institutions; and 

.. (b)(9) exempts from disclosure geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, 
concerning wells. 

April2012 
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Honorable w. Blodgett Prle•t 
neer Crossing 1&1'11 
Jlackettetown1 lew- Jerser 

Dear Mr. Pr1eatJ 

the President 'llu sent •• ,-our letter of l tlaceltber 
19)0 and hae aaked n to look into the presl~:~e of the fro
jecting Electronio R&1• In t.he near fllttU"e a ..-er ui l1\Y 
eta!f' 1d.ll eeek an appoint ment w:Lth 70U to t.l.b end. 

I hope )'0\& will teel 1n a poattion to ooopttrt.te wit."l 
hila OODIP1•t•17 eo t.hat all pertinent 1D!or-.tion will l o made 
aY&lla'ble. The i.nd1 vidual llho aontac.,-ou will hlav• p:roper 
cred.ent1ale to 1dent11'7 hia~elt u a ~tellber o! the Ce!lual 
IntelUgence ·AgenC1• 

w s c,__. --·----· 
W. B. BMI'IH 

OSI aHII}/mt.w 

Rewritten HJllulleraamk 

Distribution a orig - dispatch ,.._.; 
Si~r - 2cc . ..-r 
00/_C - 2cc 
AD/SI- 1 cc 
Central Recorda - lee 
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.. 
I have arraneecl for Dr. Chadwell 

to. see you at 10:30 AM on Wednesday, 
22 December, to givE~ yo'.l a report and 
recomnendations on the 11 ?rojecting 
Electronic Ray11 referred to you by the 
President. 

FORM NO. 10.101 OCT 1950 

(1\ 
19 December 1950 

(DATE) 
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]'Jiatr:lbution: ,· 
Ori& & 1 ec~~essec 
2 ce-s~r 
1 cc-AD/SI w/ basic 
1 cc-r:entra1. Records 
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.. SEGURITYifJF(iRfllATfON -· 

:-teq,uest f -'lr b.fe:urttian ta Ml.·. :;.J.1.:.1114: ~ • .: . .::" :.::L':tJ r~ 1 u 
·Pro~ct1~ U.ectr-~JOie 24'3 · 

1. i\:t'tol:rt1on i e itwited t.# i; iw •tta.::~ latt.Jt~ t~!' r.b! h:l t"Jo:m 
Mr. ~ter W. Oovhi t;;; of llott<m, l.Saa .. ·ll&ich lti~l.oC·'s 4~~ :L"'(.u 'tbtl 
t1.l.ti ot thu 1\.;~· = a ··~J~t~ ll•~u•h ~. · y~, , :i.u 
recall w ft&l'JBted thia Ummti-oo of ICI:•. wu.:u.u ·-..ct...u.t .xt. 1>110 
requen ot the Pree~ Cl4 wt th the IMJ818te.ee o:t yete· Of~ ' !-;! in 
~ 19<";0. . The \.ta41Q~ f'U a crt tM.• .rtl.)'t't tV(.! ;, $.&r s a ;u i a 
al80 at.tacbe4 f or yottr :ln:tot'rl\f&ti on • 

2. UatortuD&toly) ltr. •Jor.ll... bee EeWJ -., l tN.ut pad • o; l ... ;n.s 
~\!:.'«<CY'• letter ot 20 Jawary 1951 clo:llnt .. out 0 11r l97J 1Tl i.t-u of t.;.-.e 
e&MJ aJMl be Jmowa ft b4M:J intOtmktiCI'l C:C t!'A ··~ " " tt W ..j ;.t Hat ·~~ 
11H1nUil.e to llak.e Ql.# tec'.Jmi~ tilee Zk thJ.• C~We av-. U stJ...l ·>N ;-,::.a . 
nor 1• it recora~ t1:Mt w f.! ·:) or1 reoc.rtl in a 1\l:.•Q&l. .t utt.·ill ii•J LU 
deD;yinG tb&t we r..ave ~ int~!.on or w ... ttti:'l.:;-; t :e utt:!l.a.sati"1tld 
hietoey ot tr.e i!CHWiferwt.ioa4 c:~ t~ ill\,....tJ.ar. L.~ 1ar1a a v tl m· 
::;;.CNel. r.mt Bi.~en:.:.\ iea. 

3· 'l'hc'etore; i t 1a .t'Cl¢OIIIIilllr'Aed. ~at M:f . . ;c.JW': .i~; ?Je .;;t·n'""': w.u. 
in.f~ ~ tM ~1:Rc tie.ltl. cftice m:t si~n • .- !1 ,if ~;.e 
following \Gcl.a8a1t1c:d bd'orlllatior: U itt ~ ..... _,!,M."'pM~ ~-ll lfJcii. 4. 
va_r aa to 4'1-..or-ce t his ll(;ettey f t•orJ tJ:~e ,..,. 8!4 av ; id s-...; t) ih~ J,"Jetl t 
p ubli cit.)". 

a. TherG i .e uo teei'.i:l.J.¢al. ir.lf'•2nllt.t.1:• • oc the J»rr .. J<.: ;;t i a ~ 
llAetronic ~: · avaU&le nth cr!A ~-t. \/Ot J.d be llclpfii: tf) 

Mr. Oovhi~~ tt.at is &e»t sw.Ua8le n'\1• ~ invut.Gl:! , ili • ~~cl:~&a:... 

'b . 1'he :i.nventic:n t•¥ been €rt':U !~t ty til:e ~ . ...-..l!:ll\11 : ~ ;;o"'l4 .· 
~ of the A..."'iy' eDd b.i tbet 1fat1~. InNG't t) . -~ t;Q~ll. 

(l) 'ale ida of ~:• '1\~' 'VN c..:x·it).na:L:..,. of'tnrl)-d. '0 
tbe US ~ in 193ti ~ antL it -.a t1'1u auiJ,.ci.:'L ,,! dA 

faftRie.at!cm aontl"aCt ot 9 _lCcfi 19):- {t!~·~~O..·l!~·~·· f;)J · 

$3,000) bit-. the r\r11;y· OrdDEG08 (1-&tertown . r"~Qi i.d 
aD4 the ~ .... eo~ia.tea , :~ac . '1':b: (:0t1tr&.:t Veil 
~ 011 d Oe~u 193"1 'luo to fliLi.i ·;;;:e ~1' tl:e 
il:lVea.'tiol' w fult1ll t.ia c.catruatwl c..1>~i :,at:i •llti:i> . · ~·;~.1" 
OfZt.ract. tp1 e.Ll taterial pe!I'+A:i.Aia_. t o tt '"ILl 1kW! ~ __ r~ 
to ' llr1Claaif10d · cr.~ :1> JuJ.:;:· ~L947 . 

SECRET 
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- -- " "' • ~,~ . ...._ ~ z ti' . z:t~---~r L -i.. I-
~ - ·i ::_ .. , ... ;.J~ -

.- J 1:. ~ t ! r~FJ!;..t, ; A ~ i\.L~ 

(I) !:.'04 rattat· <Q6 revwwd ~/ t :1e \!"'~/ Jrd:an.".: 
in 19"'17, UfOD a re.xw.,.wtiao o~ Jt·. J.w. .au ;~c)Osevt. It•. 
and in 1936 ae the reoo.lt ot aa lniJ•l:.·.r t;l $ofla,t.{• · 
P. • C • ~~, Jl' • In . :.9'~0 tbtJ •tt.t· VM ~l't'ne<i L ) fiG 
otter ot ~ .J.l'rNn(;Or to ~:.ocHt;v t.hrt :&'1 t ::..dt:e:. !D · . .ne 
aa • "&irpl.fi,QD detea~~;c- • · .In e.ll r~~!) :,~~ ~f.ll~li:..-e 
reT1eVa h.tl ad to f'il') l vw.i<i r~ t'O !' a. p;.$ . -;;;\ re 
e.ctial. 

(3) i.a.rl;' ill .l?l-2 ·t.lae ._ lttiiOL.: i•4n utu:> n :.t ~~;~tteJ 
t.0 tbe llrtional. lJlV11111;;()f'iiJ Co·:m:.U vU •. !.. l'OlJ.ut:~ <:.;..>C, t!cLn:i.. .. 
·::al ~1¢11 MC081JU.t'J" to;~ tval'*'iQQ . 'l'd :'J inlx1i.., 
tioa- DOt auppl.ied c.~ t htt pr~Jec:t ... ,f' ov-..1. r r~:.:Lcc ,,.:;.s 
al'M'Wif\llQcld. 

4. fhe ~ ~ e~d. be z:wtu.M~~tct «· ~u :• ·:,J:uf; ·:Jt· 
a.cutiw Jes~ \900 e<:J~pl.e1Uel\ f4 l~e &~:~tl~ at: t.brJ a.-'tm.c .-. .ue. J..~-tte~~ 
tra Mr. ~: . !he terhn1•1al :rn.ea z the • ~-~; · :::uvu t*lll . >trt..W.ooc. 
b1 thla ottioe. 

Distribution : 
1 & 2 Addressee 

1 DD/I . 
1 Ex Reg V 
2 MJ/SI 
1 Ex/SI 
1 P&E/SI 

CONFIDENTJA.l 
SEen'Ef ·--·-
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Explanation of Exemptions 

Freedom of Information Act: 

(b )(1) exempts from disclosure information currently and properly classified, pursuantto an 
Executive Order; 

(b )(2) exempts from disclosure information which pertains solely to thdnternal pe-rsonnel rules 
and practices of the Agency;. · 

(b )(3) exempts from disclosure information that another federal statute protects, provided that the 
other federal statute either requires that the matters be withheld, or establishes particular 
criteria for .withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld. The (b)(3) 
statutes upon which the CIA relies include, but are i:J.ot limited to, the CIA Act of 1949; 

(b)( 4) exempts from di.sclosure trade secrets and commercial or fmancial information that is 
obtained from a person and that is privileged or confidential; 

(b)( 5) exempts from disclosure inter -and intra-agency memoranda or letters that would not be 
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency; 

(b)( 6) exempts from disclosure information from personnel and medical files and similar fJ.les the 
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy; 

(b )(7) exempts from disclo'sure information compiled for law enforcement purposes to the extent 
that the production of the information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with 
enforcement proceedings; (B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an 
impartial adjudication; (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy; (D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a 
confidential source or, in the case of information compiled by a criminal law enforcement 
authority in the course o~ a criminal investigation or by an agency conducting a lawful 
national security intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source ; 

· (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or 
prosecutions if such disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the 
law; or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger any individual's life or physical 
safety; 

(b )(8) exemp,ts from disclosure information contained in reports or related to examination, 
operating, or condition reports prepared by, or on behalf of, or for use of an agency 
responsible for regulating or supervising financial institutions; and 

(b)(9) exempts from disclosure geological and geophysical information anddata:~.:including maps, 
concerning wells. 

April2012 
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11 OEC 1950 

~~~ 

I a b&~ ~Ui..S nalfteent&ti'fte tran 
~ arpd.u.t.ioA izrteet.tg&w at once tt.a project 
'bna&bt to rovr attent!.oa lltr ar. ~all~ r.~""Utt 
Jil"tNt. o! 81Cbtt.stown1 lkiW J.,...y, ar,d w!l l ret -Jrt 
tbe r.eul.ta u aoon u tbq retum. 

" d L TER B. ::.1,\HTH 
i''E ·.-\i, _·: V " 

Dbtribution"'' 
Orf& & 1 cc- Bresaee 
2 cc-s~er 
1 cc--AD/SI w/ basic 
1 co--Central Recorls 
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.- SECURI"rY, . Ir~FO~MAT!UN 

lllllllRAlillOM TO: AD/00 CONFI,IiENTIAL DEC 2 3 1952 

SJJBJ:BCT: 

ll) DD/I 
2) Aaeietant ·to the Director (R. E . .Lcng) 
In turn) 

AD/SI 

Reg,uest for Into:nnatioJl on Mr. Wil.Liam ;:a.rl:h.e . .nt 's 
nProjjectiJlci &lectronic F~" 

l. Attention is invited to the attaohe4 letter to ~.-he DCI tran 
Mr. Walter w. Cow'hii;l of Boston; Mass. which tequests d.&ta frOlil tha 
tilea ot thie ~eney on a ''Projecting lle~ti'CI.."tic Hay., . You l;;"il.l 
recall we evaluated thie invention of Mr. William Marehant at the 
request of the President and vith the aeeistauce Gf yotu• ort lee in 
December 1950. !he 'ba.ck€;round file on this etr'or1; tvo year a ago is 
also attached for yot~ information. 

2. unfortunately, Mr. Cawhi~ haa seen at least pa~t of this 
Agency's letter of 20 January 1951 cloelnc Oli.t o:.n· 1950 revi!W of the 
case 1 and he knows ve have int'ormatior• tln the "Rav-. '' I t wotl~-~0. not be 
desirable to make our technical tiles on thill cue available to him, 
nor is 1 t recOI:DOOnded that ve co on record in a :tormal lette:- to him 
~inc that we have any into:rJD&tion or trantm.1tti!l£; the tme.la.se1t1ed 
history of the considerations of the inveAti~n : ,~ var:o ,tG ot,-.er 
government agencies. 

3. Therefore 1 it is recor.wnended that Mr. CO'·rhi.:!. be contacted 
informally through the appropriate tield :>ffiee and ;;;i.Ten :;:;l• !L of the 
followi!lG unclassified information as 11 deelled a.vprop:r1ate in suCh a 
way as to divorce this Agency from the eue end avoid e..-rzy mweeq;;ent 
publicity. 

a. There is no technical 1-u:t'orma.t.ion oa the "Pr:>~ e..-:tinu 
neetronic Ray" aV&ilable ~th CIA that 'WOi.tlll be helpful to 
Mr. Cowhig ttJS.t is not aVl=l.ilabl.e with tt~e inventor J Hl•. Harchont. 

b. ~ invention l'...a.a been I!V&luateci b;t the Or dnar-ce Cor-ps, 
Deps.rtl!lent of t he A:rmy and by the Jatiorul L'1vento::"8 Ce uncil. 

(l) T'ne idea of the "ns.;y" w~ o:.-· l ,_.ina.::.lv offered 'b 
the US Government in 1936, and it YaS the subject of an 
inveetica.tion contract of 9 May l9!G (W··ord-259 for 
f3,000) between the t ,rmy Ordnance (Wa.te::.:tmm ~senu} 
and the Marchant Associates .• Ine • '!'he eontra-:t vas 

n te:rmi.nated on 8 October 1.937 due to f"a.Lu.re of the 
DQCUUEHTMO. .z liM!htor to fulfill his contractual. oblii,:";a.t :Lons. l'his 
IIO~IMa.Ma. 0 contract and e.ll matol·ial p{!rta.inin~ lio it 1rus d~n.:;rad.ed ='o=toc .,. a@~claesified" on 30 Jul.~f 1947 • 

~~---'-----·---~~~ 
·=-~~-:CC:~:u4L~•-z•••rrLI _ __jl.. 

[COPIED FROM NEARLY ILLEGIBLE ORIGINAL[ 
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(2) 'l'he matter vas reviewed 'b~/ the Anl,y OrWvlilae 
1n 1937, UiOD. a reoCIIInendation of Mr. James Roose"""lt, 
and in 1935 as the result of an inqtdry ·oy Serlator 
H. C. Lode;e, Jr . In 1940 the matte- was reopened lJ an 
otter of the inventor to IIOdU'y the basi..: .td~ foj.• use 
u an "airpl.ane detector." In aJ.l cases) Arm;~ ordnance 
reviewu failed to find valid reasons tor a positi~ 
action. 

{3) Earl.y 1n 1.942 the ~ basic idea lias Stiha!tted 
to the lationa.l Inventors CollllCil Wl1ich req_ueeted. teehni· 
cal info:rms.tion neceesary tor evaluation. lfrrla 1:tlforma
t1on was not supplied and the project of aval.t~&ti~~IL was 
abandoned. 

4. The attached papers sh.ould be l"etU1"1led to Central ~cords ot 
Executive Registry upon completion of tl~ act:l.on on the attachad letter 
from Mr. Cawb1g. 'l.'he techni~el. tiles on the "lta.y" have been retained 
by this Office. 

Attachments 

SECRET 

Approved for Release: 2018/10/24 C02194749 
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TO 

2 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 

Assistant Director for 
Scientific Intelligence 

~1----------------------------

3 
Ex Reg for file 

• 
4 

!I 

INITIALS DATE 

1/2/.r.a 

~~----------------------·------~------~~-D-A-tt---1 
. r----J-------------------------------

1 
Deputy Assistant Direct~ 

Operations ) 

3 

0 APPROVAL 

0 ACTION 

0 COMMENT 

0 CONCURRENCE 

0 INFORMATION 

D DIRECT REPLy 

I 

0 PREPARATION OF REPLY 

0 RECOMMENDATION 

0 SIGNATURE 

0 RETURN 

0 DISPATCH 

D FILE 

REMARKS: As per your request, we are returning 
all papers in relation to "Projecting Electronic 
Rayn andA;e;~~r k~~~~ ~: Well t:r Co~!! to tbtJOOI. 

has alreaqy discusse~~nis ma ~er Wl~h Mr. Cowhig. 

/./ :! f -

.~ iU:a:noE:,:: ;_ 4i/:,~TED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

• 
F 0 R M'--:::;4 l6-637e-l-1 u. 1947 ;:JU-4 U. 1. GOYU.HP'IENT PRINTING Ol"fiCE 
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! .UNCUSSIF.IED RESTRICTEQ ~NFIDENTIAL . .. SECRET .. 
; ~ (SENDER WILL CIRCLE CLASSIFICATION TOP ~ND BOTTOM> . . . . 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 

TO - INITIALS DATE --
1 

AD/Scientific Intell!of;eBce ..Jh. J.} ~ ... 
-- -

2 
DepUt~ DirectorLintelli6ence ~\~11 ~{)tv ,, 

a 
Assistant to the Director {7~ J 

1- ~ 

.. 
~ Assistant Director/0 

II 
t\-l)L ~' f.--

FROM INITIALS DATE 
1---

' Ass't to the Director REL/L 12/15/ 52 
------~ 

2 

a 

D APPROVAL D INFORMATION 0 SIGNATURE 

D ACTION D DIRECT REPI.. y 0 RETURN 

D COMMENT 0 PREPARATION OF REPLY D DISPATCH 

0 CONCURRENCE 0 RECOMMENDATION 0 FILE 

. REMARKS: Please return all papers together 

with your recorm:nendation. I have t a ]J{ed with 

I J-- nothing to be added from that (b )(3) 

quarter. >@R. E. Long 

SECRET CONFI '·-·~4sTRICTED UNCUSSIFIED 

J.6-037K-l u. 1. GOYIIMMEMT ~ltiNTING OPIICI 
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General w. B. Smith, 

899 BOYLSTON STREET 

BOSTON "16, MASS. 

TEL., KENMORE 6-8833 

Central Intelligence Agency, 
2430 E Street N.w. 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear General Smith; 
' 

December 13,1952 

On December 11th I visited your office where the rec-
eption! ts turned me over to your I jwho 
asked me to write this letter rather than wait for the infor-
mation I am seeking. I showed a copy of a letter 
addressed to Hon. Wells Blodgett Priest, Hackettstown,N.J.dated 
January 20,1951. as written by Warner Stutler,lutborimed Contract
ing Officer, wherein a letter from General Smith to Judge Priest 
was refBeeid to. That letter was dated 12-12-50 on the subject 
of "Projecting Electronic Rayft 

The inventor of the "Pro j acting El-ectronic R~ llr .William 
Marchant, Woburn,Jr!ass., has asked me to join him in the manufacture 
of the •ray• for industrial. applications but before I invest any 
substantial sums of money I must ask your assietance as being th9 
only- source of veriting statements made by' Mr. Marcbant. 

Mr. Marchant states that he has had four contracts with 
government agencies, the first with Army Ordanace,contract Word-259 
dated April 3011936,a secret contract between the United States of 
America and Marchant Assoc.,Inc.,for design and construction of 
Projector T-1., The cover sheet of the contract etates •Amount -
$ 3,ooo,ooo.oo. I would want to be permitted to read the contracts 
that follow this contract for many reasons and probably the most 
important reason is that Mr. llarchant claims that he, in all the 
contracts, retained the right to manufacture the 'ray' for industrial 
us~s and that there were no leins by the government , and :further 
thAt application for Letters Patent were made in his name but kept 
secret at that time for security purposes. 

The letter of January 20th referred to above states that 
the agreement regarding security was abrogated by that letter. Would 

1} you therefore advise me wheather you are tree to let me read the 
1l file on the subject so that I may learn where,in what other government 

departments there is a technical file that bas evaluated the 'ray'. 
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\ 

J)uro .... ~~~ 

fh1e A;lbC7 wanba to tl~ 'l''r<l far CO<Yi.Kll"&t.!l~g 11'1 tt 1 ts ,pooplo 
who ~ ~ . .;nto tho prard.l!_ ~'I! ~· ~ Projectir-..r: t'l~~o ~ $ 

~ ... t.bl ~. " ot t..'lla ~ ~ ~neral 1:1",. n. hrttJ1 "' ,ou 
ffl U Dtll11111" ~. ~ .9:dtb hiB t .ft~ to t1W· ~lliiM 
~ 1111dt-iall,t \b& HiJIG 1®& b.l.-4 btMI.\ ~tottt"it ·to tte t:ttont.ton of 
••• ~nt ~rttes b7 t~ !!!ftdtar d;~..n-1 th¢ t-~!.00 . td 

. lll' .. UUJ tbt. A\ that .~ 1' ... Fatm'td 'ttr tb!t t!i'!.,...lfle 
,_. ot ·tM &"'•atnt and f'olM to be Utea:11blc and rzf no i<,tenet. 
'!'ld.- lt.fllllC1i' conean w1 th than fiadlnp. . 

1lli an ~ to 1®. ~.th all e!' the JJApe%"1 ~idl 1W 
llld nr. ~~ haMt -~ fi'lil.abl» to na. "f111 you p.."':..eas• •1SJ~ 
~ .-lcl••d rweipt enc! eend 1. t \o the ~tSa f1'nn allove • 

...... Clf ~he ~ of CIUl' ~·i(~fll.t\tJnl thtt .ll!;'l'CaaDt 
"~ .. ·. · · ~ .. ·. · . · ty 'hmdl.i.:n~ nic;:ted by ~~ t!,nc~ me rtnw~. :~1 nec_.r 
liSe 'J.a ib'n>g&W • 

.. are dUippoutet •t tn& ~(IN or u-1.$ ' l1pt""t1au beeltt"ft 
~.~en-g, 1.f effeat.ivo, tr·~dd ,.~ err ~;-.t t~~t~ 
tll14 UM to thia country, 

J)istrt'b\ltlona 

:;~rae:~ Otticlelr 
D/SIV 

O.aeral Counsel L'========~ 
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• CENTRAL I HTELL I GEHCE AGEM CY 
r . OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 

TO IN ITIHS DATE 

I AD/SI ~ L~--S I 
"""" ~ 2 Cen..jral Records 

3 v 4 

5 7 
FROM INITIALS MTE 

I Assistant to tl-2 Director un: 2 Jan c:1 
0 

2 

3 / 

c::=JAPPROVAL ~HFORMATION C=:J Sl GHATURE 

c==JACTIOH r====J DIRECT REPLY c::::=J R ETU RH 

c:::=JcoMMENT r==:lPREPARATION OF REPLY~ATCH 
c====JcOHCURREHCE c::=J RECOMMENDATION FILE 

REMARKS: MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

The information contained in attached 
correspondence was given verbally to the President 

by the DC! on 29 December 19~~ "• :.., 
I 

. I 

-~-=-.:.~~- ~'\ 
SECRET 

FORM NO. 30 •
4 

SEP I ~.f? 

CONFIDENTIAL RESTRICTED tfNCLASS IF I EO 
--.;;:::: 
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Oh:tet1 1ti: . Dirlaian 

Projecting Electronic · Rq 

Ret.(a)t Yamorandum to AD/OS!, lB 1»0 )0, n-bjeet as above 

l. ln ~ ol ilwe~t.doas ot ta Projecting U.C11ronio 
lll;yl and in, &OCCa'\! Mth t,be i.BeJtr\ic\iQUC ~GCCi'f~ j_\1 t.be ,>ffice of the 
Db'ectcr Oft 20 Die 5o, a second cCB1t~t was haU m 1:1". Priest•• 
lana 1ft BackEJt~t h Jersey on ll r.t1:ixzr. ";'1 .. ) ~.nf-'Jr!:'Ati<.liP. 
~ ud 110" obweatiom ~ O<)IICJ.wdo;:w are rof"".rl:.d below. ~ 
are ~ iA a dr'att o;.• a • ..-andUa f: JI:' t.!JC . :iz· ·~r :tcr' z :>il:~n&ture 
to the P.Neidoat1 encloNd. 

2. Tba ocntor~e no attended bT• 

a. Jlrimalta ReMU'Oh aDd. lllw~nt C~n,ya 

»r. w. !l.oclpt.t. Prie-' 
--~ ArtJu:o •• IIN"chant. 
Mr. .iW'q I.andol t 
lit". l"bcmmls Brunie 

b. O:U.t 

.). In <~:de" to aaet the 0011411.1ma lft:1pulAW<! tv ~ Pr1ut, 
..at~~rohMt, ~ stated 1n J)lftll:'aph h or r.t.-.nce (a), an agr-.nt 
clratt4td bT th6 lapl. cCJU119Bl.Gr ot c-J...l IU il~ :}:l.{:z~ti and 1'd~•aectd. 
0. Cop'¥ ot thie &Ql'Ml'l811t. ie eDd.oaed !ar CJA f"i--lea1 ono OOVJ was 
lett Wit.h ltr. PrlaiJt. . 

L. TbtJ blsic pridple ~ b PNjeoU.• !lecwGnic Rq wu 
dilcl.Mid lV ..-. lflrchmt aiartg wiUl a deacript.ion or ...ne equipmlat, 
..... ed opcoat1ta\l upeck 4iiAll reaultn or te#t~a c.l.: d n"'ci to hl.ft 
lMob obtained w1 tA a ~ JtOHl l:f' 1l-. Uire!lant 1:1 the Hr}T 
~'a• 1'be doa~tion WRB lJ&se(l on a Cl."'l\.dlli£ pr•purocl t.y Mf:", ~t 
011 2$ ~tezlbco 1$0 .tl'ora t.'Je n<Jt.ea cGr.-ini; his wQI"k dllring the period. 
UlL-Jii ~ ~"'JPlhlmltod 1:.v {a} ccw ot Marcha.J:r:;. • ~ l ,Jt tor to the 
oo z~ ot'tioer o! »atErtrown J.roeeul.1 ll&·~, :a.ssacbtaetts6 ·':Jt 
Jwle u$ (M'f'en }la~8) 1 and {'b) a 8et. of ~:ped. naWS rll!riainin.g W 
•ett.:l.cal itelul a.n:1 speoitio toftUJ.Ieli of tlJe JrOJ80t4- (liTe paau). 
Tba ~ ab1 twel.'N pap• ot tr".Pe<1 -.t.m-ial were olJt.a.:ined q, • 011 
a lou baata ap1.Dat a recoipt. a:Lgmd. h7 me on behalt ot t.he .a.p.y • 

.,., 
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S. 1 S8\ ~:h that I talled to __.stand t.,_ ~Uelll'l. 
fileS• ~ tba PM3fM'\inl ~ :aq~ u out.u.raac. 'b7 Jr. M~rrebant, 
aad hi# dQclo1ptton at the pM..noiple aDi design d.e\ll!:ls o! the ~ 
••• !be m~is of tlwM, howw•• ~Nil me t,;.o Gel.ieve t...'lat.J 

.. on.~ as 1"ti¥eallG to me u 1Diar*>le o.t 
prodacS..nc an(! ailltainintt el4!M!tronie rt:diati.Oft ot thr kind 
ftqldted r .. tM ola1-.d p48'1'VI'IaDCe ot • ~ot.at~-pe r~'qldp
... bailt by Mr. JJ!areh&ftt and his u :<OCiatu. 

b. 181,_. Mr. Mlreuat n4" artf or hie •tooi&Ma bln'e 
... \be basic __.llftaMin! of t.m fumt10Qt~ O&r•"->illUe• * ~ at '-"" !nd1 victanl ele.ntn 0! the "r'rr jeet<r-« 
·- ~- to - by ... -.n.at.. 

a. 1'bt -...o~t.<r" 1s1 1A •.t!'Mt• u ••rU.ioal ~ 
to combS.nl "'eral ~tW\mbionalaDd .. 1~ elc<:rt.roniel . 
~-~ tmd equir-ntn 1ft -W:a hope t.aat. pwer!Ul radiation 
.SCIS ~ &D1 Yi\h upeeteUoa tbat tJ.u :t!ic:i.cr~ intereot 
..,.. be produeed w1Wa t.be 10•••at..1 cn-al.ols \!) t'tll"nish 
llr. ~ and bie auooiatea lfitll 8\t.f.f.ieiant fwkla to 
~ a basic atuc~T ot -u.t project. 

4. The aa:w.u.cm or t.he ~ suppUed ltr Mr". w.rc:aat aid 
obtained by • «l a 1 .. bafd.s 8buw• ~t the bu!e ~ fer U. Fro
~"- .Rav"-. ·a nbJICt or a MQI'et oOI'lU'act. bew..Jen l!r. Marchant 
aal \be United ~te• ~ ~- i..a4 by t.b!t c;-j"t n! <rdname 
\o Ml:tcbant &Dd Asscoiate•, 1 ... 1 1a 19J6 W1der ~ Contract. 
~.W An i1.11!1('J80tion ot tht eoatre.et fll•• Teft-s.Jsthat the 
o.ODtceot .. iastled-- 9, 39)6, &1111 .... eancellod on \JC\ober a, 
11)11 eM to the ta111re of Mr. *"'ban\ and Uitr au::.oeiutes to supplT 
U. ._.....,. int"QJW\iea aad •cr.lQu •& at~t.ed t-,. the cor.tnot.. 
!U •tt.er t>r the ~ and ot .... "'-"bard.•s ~lau.t qre rerrl.end 
•• Oh!et at ~e, u.s .... ) 1Jll9.)n, \21)0& inriit;at.ion or Mr. 
lulu !t~l~ ad 1ft 19)9 u a JiUUl~ ot a direct infr.:ir.r l2'iginated 
lv a..tca- R. o. Loctp, ~. la U¥> • J~~attar t;~ roa;'Cr.ci by a 
Jr'GSI oea1 or a lillla ?. lfaber icJ ~ the ~ idei w'll.1 ~~t.s 
,.. aa •• &1\ ~ detactw ~bl.• ·ot M .u.ea N~. !n all 
.....tbtP A~ OJ!tdDMee ~m.ew J"e$t!lted ia uogati ~."" reoc·c~.:~'tldat1on. 

7, 'l'Jzws hr no detinite l'C'fXIl ot ·~ t~ ott~ :pro~ ar 
~ &IV' "wl.t at well lii.Ye beeB ~lJAid cr r~ in ~ ot Mr • 
...,._,., claiar.. It ha~ been ·~ t.b.at. U:aere ap~ an 
~ in • ~ 1:;sue or one. ot boet.crl•a ~~u ~ in 
WS6 wb1ob doaar1bee ''- renlte or •• t..Bts ..-l t.h a ~o\ot,ype IIOdal 
.. ,..,. b;r •• !jtllt to • OPaptper. CCJI'R.Il..or.Le:•lt. ~ I 
I _ s beea r...-~ to o\Md.n e.n.! f~d to \us 
a..,. ot \bie· U'Uole rcr iatGrM\.iort aDd .ru.. lt h dOiltrt.t'al, ~ :::c..:-"-r tbe _ankle caa bQ liHd a.3 a r~itl.ve pr.JO!' ot .t'lr'. 

· '• eld.•• 

'Jl f& coaitract. erxl all •tGrial pert.a11li~ to it •• do lill!J'tldld
~ate1tieci" Oil 30 Jal::/1947. 
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8. In an &tteupt to verU)r 110" tl(4niOA ot b bade tec~ll 
,._iple• ot tJ. a.,. producing ~~ and or Mt. lai"Ot.aut. '• 
ola.iu• I d18C!ueW- tbe A'reilable 1nftnat.1ou. ~ Jllt,;ral -..:i th .ur. 
~~ 'Wt!I01 a-. R. L. Olazok aDd nveral member-a of GD::.. n. 
ftsa1ts of theae diseu.a;ioM were &ll ;!'ollow~H 

a. '!here ie no jndieat1on that • equi.;:al:nt iD et.pable 
ot Met~.ftt; a.fty ot the olailoa or ..... lfarehant .tl~ l-..ia .o.s::;acJatu. 

b. ~ u:iata no :reaf>Oft r .. .._ .f'Urthl!r.r actiar:. b.r cu. 
Ot It the ilaYeeti!&t!OM 80 far dde by CIA ~tll~ 'De 

tAI'ldhaW! Ui<; :;.roj~t :Jl:ioulA bQ. tzoar~C"r.d t;,.·, t}.o :faticmal 
~ Gcum1l tr:r a t.hal"oqb teclsnieel Z"C!!''itlw 1 1rupect1an, 
&l:ad ~t. 

81£1 
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Assistant Director for Scientific Intellicence 

Chief~ Physics and Electronics Division · 

Projecting Electro~ic Ray 

-
18 December 1950 

1. In accordance with your request, I visited ur. ~·. E. Priest 
on 16 December 19 at his farm in Hacltettstown N. J. I waJ!I accompanied 
by who handled the pre-

investigations and arra.n,ge!llen·ts for tne visit. 

2. No ~ecific technical information on the Projectint Ray, its 
principle of operation or its potentialities ~re ~e available to me 
at this meeting, as Mr. A. Marcha."lt, who is cl.aimed to be tJ1e originator 
of the P.ay1 and who is working on the tecr.nical design of the pertinent 
equipment, was not present. 

3. The discussions with Ur. Priest and his assistant left liie with 
the following observations and impressions: 

a. The Projecting Electronic Ray at this stage 1.B a promo
tional project, the purpose or which is . to obtain adequate funds 
.from the u. s. Oovermnent tor research, devolopr:wnt and design of 
an equipment ttcapable or delivering pmrerful electrOilic energy to 
a distance in excess or a few hundred yards to cut trees, minerals, 
and metals~ and to destroy lif'e• bf conYCrsion of a 8h&rpl.;r tuned 
electronic ray into heat. 

b. No !actual in.foi'!!lation on technical principl.es or details 
of producing the Ray is known to Hr. Priest,and his activities are 
gulded by the potentialities or the ~ as derived from his belief 
that Mr. llarchant is capable o! producing such Rq and from. the 
qlaimed tact that a prototype o! the Rq-producing equiraent~ as 
built by Mr. Marchant, was used an a glass and lletal cutting tool 
and was destroyed ey Mr. Jil:archant.. when he recogni~ed the f'ull. sig
ni!icance or the potentialities <>f the a.y. 

c. In this promotionaJ. project, !Jr. Priest has a vested 
interest derived .from his support to t.'m project by the exploita
tion of his intimate contacts with the high authorit.ieE in Washing
ton. The key technical !actor is. however, ~dr. Marchant. It is 
apparent that he is :r-easonably cautious in sharing his ideas on 
the Electronic Ray, and any atte:apt to formulate an opinion on the 
teasibllity of production and potentialities or the Ray 1lWit involve 
direct contact nth him. 

SECRfT 
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·~ -
4. A direct contact with Yr. TUrQhant ie predicated ttn the 

tollo~ conditions, as Jtii>ulated by' Jlr. !larchant and stated to • 
by Xr. Priest: · 

a. Positive assurances must be given to Mr. Uarohmt tbat 
his ideas and principles, aa these pertain to the JUec'k"onic Ra3'. 
w1ll be duly protected and no att.m,pt tq exploit them be made b;r 
the i()'nrnment w.1 thout hi8 concurrence and approval. 

. b.· Due aredit will be siven to Mr. u&rcbant !or his ideae 
il any use ot his ideas and principles are rude by the ::overnment. 

c. All ne.:ot1ation tor such uses 'l'l'ill be made through the 
P,rimalta Research and Development. Company. 

$. Provided t.~at the above conditions are met, lir. Harchant is 
anx:l.ous to 111.eet with the u.s. Government reptceentatives as soon u 
feasible, preferably by Wednesday, 20 Dec~r 1950. 

6. tq; person¥- opinion and recounendations are •s follow1u 
. a-. "-' t.r.to.L ..l 

a. Tbe ienera;. pattern of the Projecting Elect.rotrl.c aq 
developments ao !ar-'1nduces 'l18 to think that there is nothing 
revolution~ ir1 it, and that it is in effect nothing b>..tt an 
outri£ht promotional scheme. 

b, But tor the fact that tb13 Pretident and his personal 
friend are involved, I would reccamend that we drop ou:r partici~ 
tion in the project. 

o, In new of the manner in which we l~ave been involTed in 
the project. however, I would reccmmend that the inveatit;ationa be 
GOntinued and that a duly authorized repro:sentative or representa
tives of the government be inetl'"'.1cted to contact llr. Y..archant. 

d. In view ot the ~i!io requeets !or ap1urancea contained 
in paragraph 4 tt.bove1 I recommend that th& Direotor•e opinion be 
obtained on the advisabUity of transferring the reaponsibUity tor 
oont&eta with Mr. Marchant to RDB or o~er suitable organisat.ions, 
or th~ advisabUit;r ot requesting partieipation &Jld support from 
auolt organizations to CIA in further inYeetigations. 

•. It thie cannot be done tortbwi th, I reconaend that the 
au be directed to request a postponement 
of a visit to :r.Lr. Marchant from this week, as reconnended by-
Kr. Priest, to a more suitable time. 
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~ Sf.\iltt -

· ~•s..tut J)trtctor tor 8c1ent1t1c 
Mel.U&ence 
Auutant Dir•ctor tor O.Perat1ou 

~t• leeevcb a »eTel.opment ~aey, 
lllcktttttown, lev Jerte"¥ 

. 1. ~ ~t~ "»qtt c:cmtaiDI aU ot ~ 1A!Ol'lllt1on that the 
Ceettct ])1"f111QD. (Jf ~om~· .... lble to ob'.a tl'nu&ll 411cnet local 
~ .. OD t- hi-.lta ,laeardl ucll'fl'el.O»atmt Cospny a&l4 the i.u-
11-titu.ll ueoc1ttett with it. 2t1U re;port 11 eul:laitte4 1n ~cue to 
rout 1Dtozilul_ l'lqll.eat to llr* O.born ot the COJltact MT1a1c11 em lri~, 
8 Declilberl950. 

•~ . ~~ tttia vUl. be UiR7 to. tUe W.tever tuz1her &et1oa JOU 
c=as..- ,_irlbl.e to ~ 10\11' ~~ to ~e PCI on thU •tter. 
lUll _qa. ~e 11aitet ~t1GD n ll&ve been able to •t&1.1l in tlw ftl&.. 
t1'ftl7 tbort tiM allotte4, it voul4 IIPPbT tbat llr. 1"1'1.-t .v be the 
t.aocent rtcta ot op,portun11a a o.e »•aona ot nr. Oe.l'4nc" aD4 
... ltllrdumt. 

Attachllentt M ttated. aboYe 

;.~ 

I 
i 

' 
f 
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.... •-·an~au,d78 
·····~-~kat.~, ..... f:ra U11 to ~. 

. ... ~ • ~ t!l!fl)' ...,..,11*'7 Sa t.Ge«'oD .. ...... , .. ,.,. •. 
.., to 19ltO wt.tll ....... ill PeW 
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