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ALGER HI3S. This report will not include information concerning HISS®
antecedents or his educational and professional background. With respsct
to this information, attention is directed t6 the report of Spscial Agent

LAMBERT G. ZANDER, dated January 31, 1949, at Washington, D. £. in the
instant matter.

The files reflect that on a list furnished to the
Abtorney General by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House
of Representatives, of which the Honorable MARTIN DIES was Chairman, the
following information appeared:

SALGER HISS ° legal Adviser, $5,800
3415 Volta Place, N. W. °  Department of State
Washington, D. C.

Member Washiﬁgton Committee for DemocraticfActionn

In December 1941 an agent of this office contacted the
DIES Commlttee and ascertained that the, basis for placing HISS' name as a
member of thé%@asnlngppn Committee forxDemocratic_Action.on the list furnished
to the Attorney General was the appearance of his name on a list in the
possession of the DIES -Committee entitled "Washington Committee for Dsmocratic

Action®. No further information was avallable concerning this matter from®
the DIES.Committee,

T-1l advised the Washlngton Field Office that the name
ALGER HISS did not, in fact, appear in the active indices of the Washington
Committee for Democratlc Actlon, however, T-1 advised that the name of Mrs.
ALGER HISS, 3415 Volta Place, N. W. did appear in the active 1ndlces of that
crganlzatlon°

T-2, who was an emplqyee of the Department of State,
advised that he had been acquainted with Mr. HISS for a period of five years.
During this period, the informant stated nothing had come to his attention to~
cause him to doubt Mr. HISS® loyalty, ,T-2 stated that at one time he heard
that Mr. HISS and his brother, DONALRLHISS, also an employee of the Department
.of State, were classed as "fellow tr#%elers" Informant stated he was not

aware of the basis for the allegations. . He stated that Mr. HISS was at one
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time secretary to the late Associdte Justice OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES of the
Supreme Court. He stated that Justice HOIMES was considered "liberal¥
and added, "But what a liberal®. .In this connection, the informant stated
in his opinion, Mr. HISS likely absorbed some of the beliefs of Justice
HOIMES during his-association with him, and that if Mr. HOIMES is classed
as "liberal®, his ‘Wliberalismt.is 11ke1y of- the same quality. T-2 stated
that it had been his observation that Mr. HISS is a stay at home", and
does not get about as much as would be to his advantage. Informant knows
of no activities of Mr. HISS away from his officé. He stated that Mr.
HISS'Y wife is p0831bly "more liberal® than_ her husband and may p0351bly
have membership in "liberal organlzatlons"

T—3, who was. an employee of the Department of State, adv1sed
that he was not.well acquainted with Mr. HISS, but thdt from hearsdy and
otherwise he ‘is 1nc11ned to class’ Mr. HISS as a "Iaskl Socmallst“

g T—A, who was acqualnted with Mr. HISS during the years
from 1933 Fo 1935, when he was employed. by the Agrlcultural Adjustment -
Administrgtion, descrlbed Mr. HISS as being honorable in personal affairs,
but inteliectually dishonest. The info ant stated that Mr. HISS, together
with LEBCRESSYAN, GARDNERXJACKSON, FRANKXSHEA and others in the Agricultural
Adjustment Admlnlstratlanfn1nterpreted the Agrlcultural Adjustment Act, not
in the spirit of the law, but. in a manner which would suit their bellefs and
‘own private purposes. Informant. stated that Mr. HISS and his associates sur-

. rounded theémselves with employses in the Agricultural Adaustment Administra-
tion of their .own- ch0031ng, whom they knew would fall .in line with their social
and economic theories. '.This informant stated that it was the definite purpose
of this group to change our form' of Government, and to use the 1nstrumentallty
of the good offices of the Department of Agrlculture to further their purposes.
The informant explalned that these individuals in the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration, instead of administering the law, as it was intended, to protect
-the interest. of tenant farmers, deliberately used the Government's time and
money in an effort to unionize 'share croppers "and tenant farmers.. Informént
stated that Ythere was- nothlng of Amerlca~~"My Country"Tls of Thee, in what
those boys were doing." .

) T—A recalled bits of conversation which the informant
stated passed between Mr HISS LEE PRESSMAN and others during this period.
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Informant recalled that one of the persons involved had stated that the
HOkies would be the best people to change order, and that Migrant labor

was their meat." Informant stated that the use of professional agitators

was made in comnection with the attempt to unionize share croppers. T4

ctated that in this connection, at one time a report was made concerning

share croppers in the State of Arkansas, and that the report was considered

a confidential report to which the public was not entitled. Shortly there.-
after, some 219 communications were addressed to the Department of Agriculture,
in the nature of "demands" that this report be made public. Informant stated
that the sources of these communications were traced and were found to be
organizations which could have no possible interest in the report, or informaticn
as to its existence, and in many cases it was found that fictitious return
addresses had been used. T~4 stated concerning Mr. HISS, "If he was not a
Communist, he was a fellow ravelert, Informant advised that Mr. HISS was.

one of the organizers of thejlawyers Guild and stated that he possibly had

®an overdose of Harvard®., T-4 further stated that he was "quite a2 Maruisth.
Informant stated that Mr. HISS was very shrewd and that due to his shrewdness

he was not included in the Wpurge" which took place in the 2Agricultural
Adjustment Administration in 1935,

/7

In comection with the information stated above, and
attributed to informant T-4, it may be stated that T-4, maintained a diary
at the time the events stated above were alleged to have taken place. The
diary records the impressions of informant at the time of the activities of
Mr. HISS and his associates. Quotations from this diary, which appeared’ to
be indicative of the informant's impressions are stated belows’

®Administrators, who don't happen to be lawyers are
certainly at the mercy of a motley crew possessed of
appalling -energy." :

Mfeanwhile, mén who have never been closer to a farm

than the campus of Harvard or Columbia, may have fiown to
Arkansas to lend a helping hand to sharecroppers--terribly T
worked up over their sad plight.t '

locusts swarming in Committee rooms--especially the
Munitions Investigations Committee, Givil Liberties : [

#hnd if you g6 to the éapiﬁol, you will find them like . '
Committee, etc.t /4

) -4 - ' Kisseloff-11910
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T am sick when I see at close range men using the y 1
undoubtedly high purposes and motives of the President,

to put over their fantastic ideas, financed beyond

their wildest dream. And do you think the group of

vhom I speak could await the slow process of education

in order to better conditions? That gives them a

| laugh.®

RHonest men, in sympathy with the President's program,
simply cannoi conceive of the situation."

®I have no quarrel with their being anything they want
to be, but I do object to the mantle of democracy

being used in the way it is. And I do object to the
superciliousness of this group when dealing with the lawyers
not of their own breed. A4nd, as to Government service?
They don't know what it means. Just say, as actually
happened, that such a& thing could not be done. The
questlon shot back promptly was, "Why'? Because there
is a law which prohibits it they were .told. The answer
came. back promptly, 'Oh, we'll change that'. And, by
golly, thatis what they are .doing".

For instance: In the group were JEROM%‘E&ANK with
three lieutenants, ALGER- HISS, LEE PRESSMAN,, FRANK SHEA.
These men, not Mr. FRANK, brought in a group of men O
their own choosing.. I smile when I read of political
appointments. ALGER HISS gave orders not to let any
Hember of Congress even see JEROME FRANK, because he
might do what they wanted." .

L begin to believe a few less.tbrilliant! lawyers, with
some knowledge of agrlculture, and a less socialistic A
viewpoint might have been able to produce laws just as

unconstitubtional.t :

#ien credited witﬁ,advising the President, writing the
laws, administering them, are seizing thé opportunity to

-5 - Kisseloff-11911




put forward their own half-baked ideas. That is being
charitable to them. Some of them are deliberately trying
to set one group against another, possibly feeling they
are honest, but if so, why go to the trouble of being so
plausible in disguising their motives that even sane,
sensible men give them the benefit of the doubt? Why

not say, what I've heard them say privately? ?Labor should
run the Government! said one; 'better for all industry if
it were run by the .Government® .contributes another; and
ever and always ‘down with the profit motive!.®

ifthen the so-called 'purge! took place I°'11 admit I

- was stunned by its suddenness, but if CHESTE VIS had
not acted then, well, he would not have been “the CHESTER
DAVIS whom I had known of for many years through my
agricultural contacts. However, not even he, being a
mere mortal, could have known all the behind~the scenes
stuff. No one can vork with an organization and betray
it, if he has any sense of loyalty, and no one working
with JERCME FRANK would betray him - that is, except those
in whom he placed most confidence - misguidedly. So,
CHESTER DAVIS today has only the most sketchy idea of what
actually happened. However, the day after the purge,
JEROME PFRANK's lieutenants acted according to their
temperaments .~ they ran true to form. PRESS - faced with
no job, and an opportunist at all times, made the amazing
statement that he 'had been one of JEROME's severest
critics® and therefore should be retained. HISS, more
suave, who was in reality a more dangerous person than
PRESSMAN because not as obnoxious personally, managed
to retain his footing and became one of the lawyers most
relied uwpon to go to the front - and how many fronts he
is serving on is a tribute to the young man's amazing

_energy, plausibility and all around colossal nerve.%

Wlets t%ke‘theSe three men one at a time. First - ALGHR
HISS. for months during 1934 he served with the Munitions
Investigation Committee - detailed from AAA. He worked
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on the 1934 amendments to the AAA on the side
directing his corps of hand-picked assistants. Some
of the work of the Munitions Committee found its way
into the AAA office - many stenographers were engaged
in assisting, at a time when we were short of help.

. In the fall of 1934 he was very busy, all over the place,
and when February 1935 came, he managed to stay long
enough, and work smoothly enough to leave in charge of
the work at the Capitol one of his trusted subordinates.
HISS, it seemed, had impressed Chairman NYE -~ hence his
selection for that work. Few people knew how close he
was to the group pressing for the inquiry. After knowing
that JERCME_FRANK had never signed an opinion without
ALGER's Q.K. and moreover that JEROME signed meny opinions
without going into them fully, just listening to ALGER's
specious reasoning, and seeing that JEROME had to stand
the gaff while ALGER landed into the counsels of the mlghty,
I'm willing to give the young man credit for ‘anything, in-
¢luding hypnotic powers.h®

¥ALGER HISS had a force'working under him for a solid year
‘to prove that all landlords were crooks - to stir up share--
croppers, and as -one agriculturist in a southern State
commented - 'into the opinions of the Legal Division there
are being included more and more, provisions designed to
" overthrow the land tenure system of the South®. The share-
cropper difficulties.were publicized through the medium
of farm organizations which sprang up in New York overnights
Leagues for this and that; but the real crew worked right
in our office. ILawyers who never came closer to a farm
‘than- the campus of Harvard and Columbia, were-all wrought
up over matters in Arkansas.h '

T~5, who -was, in a position in the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration to observe Mr. HISS during his employment there, stated that
Mr. HISS was not one of the persons requested to resign from the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration in the Y“purge" of 1935. This informaent stated that
he had no doubt whatever that some members of the staff were textreme left-

Kisseloff-11913
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wingers", and stated that he always felt like GARDNER JACKSON might even carry
a Communist Party card., He.stated, however, that™he had never considered
ALGER HISS in the same,llght and had no doubt at that time.as to his loyalty.
He stated that Mr. HISS resigned from the position because he, HISS, felt
officials of the Agricultural Adjustmént Administration no longer had the
confidence in him, whlch so far as the 1nformant was concerned, was not the
case, ;

T-5 recalled that one of the chief difficulties that arose
in the' Agricultural Adjustment, Administration was the attempt of the Legal
Division to interpret the Act, not according to the intent of Congress, but in
accordance with their own views. In this comnnection, informant stated that he
confronted ALGER HISS with the fact and HISS stated the law might be subject
to more than one interpretation. :

’ T~6 who professed t6 hHave been at one tlme a member of
the. Communlst Party, adv1sed that he was not dcquainted with ALGER HISS dur-
ing the time of the informant's membership in the Party. He stated he under-
stood certain New York Communists had a connection at the State Department,
through whom certain considerations could be recelved but was unable to state
the source of his information.

T-7, who maintains files concerning subversive activities
in the District of Columbia, advised that his files containedno information
concerning Mr. HISS other than mention of his name as an employee of the
Agrlcultural Adaustment Admlnlstratlon at the tlme of- the "purge".

: . On February 14, 1942, Mr. ‘HISS, after being duly sworn,
made the follow1ng voluntary statement, the original of which was retained
in the files of this office.. He declined to return to this office to sign
the statement stating that he saw.no necessity for doing so, inasmuch as he
felt certain the statement would be typed as he had dictated it.
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"Fashington, D. C.
February 14, ‘1942

"Statement of ALGER HISS made in the presence of

Special Agent G. D. KING, Jr., and Stenographer ZCNA McARTHUR,
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon. Questions are by Mr. KING.

ﬁQn

nA,
nQ,

"'A o
g,

Are yop.Mr, ATGER HISS employed as an Assistant
to the Advisor on Political Relations of the
Department of State?

I am.

Mr. HISS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has
been empowered by the 77th Congress of the United
States under Public Law No, 135 to investigate the
employees of the Federal Government who are alleged
members of the subversive organizations or who
advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government and
report these findings to the Congress. The purpose
of this interview today is to allow you an opportunity
to answer questions regarding information which has
been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
concerning alleged activity on your part. The guestions
I am about to ask you may be answered if you so désire,
and you will be given an opportunity to include any
statement which you feel is necessary to fairly

present your side of this inguiry. A copy of the report -

of this investigation will be furnished to the agency
which employs-you. In order that the statement may
have particular credence, you will be placed under
oath. Do you have any objections to that?

Not at all, R
Will you stand please and raise your flght hand? Do’

you solemnly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, so help you God? ‘

A

Kisseloff-11915 -
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"‘A° I dOo
"Q. Mr. HISS, what is your preéent home address,
please sir? ;

| "4, 3415 Volta place, Northwest, Washington, D. C.
| Qe &nd would you tell us please how long you have
| been employed by the Department of State?

na, About five and one-half years., I think.

Q. . Mr. HISS, are you now-or have you ever been a
| member of the Washington Committee for Democratic
| Action? B = T T
| h, I have not.

Q. Have you ever attended any meetings of that

organization or received any of its literature
© to your recollection?

"a, I certainly have never attended any meeting, and I
have no recollection of receiving any of its
literature.

ng, - Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever bee& a

member of the Communist Party?
na. I am not and never have been.

Q. ~Are you now or have you ever been a member of the
= Young Communist League?

"a, I havé not and never have been.

?Qo Have you ever attended any meétings or received any
literaturé to your recollection of these two
organizations? -

. Kisseloff-1191627" Ny o, |
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1A,

Q.

rA.

rQ,

e,

ngQ,

ng,

nQ,

WA,

Not to my recollection have I received any
literature, and I know I have never atiended
any meetings. )

Mr. HISS, do you now or have you ever advocated
the overthrow of the present form of Government

" which we enjoy in the United States?

I certainly have not. There is only one Govern~
ment that I want to overthrow and that is HITLER's.

Mr. HISS, have you’éver advocated disloyalty
to our present form of Government?

I-have not. .

At this time, Mr. HISS, you may have the opportunity
of making any statement you deem pertinent to this

- inguiry you so desire.

Well, that is a big order. I think the best state-
ment I can make is really a question. This all
comes as a ‘great surprise to me, and I'd like to
find out what it is all about if it is .proper to
ask. I have always been a staunch supporter of the
ROOSEVELT administration éver since it came in.

As I informed you at the beginning -- possibly then
you didn't quite grasp, not knowing what was coming

.later ~- . that under Public ILaw No. 135 which was

passed by the 77th Congress, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation was empowered by that Congress under that
Law to investigate the employees of the Federal
Government who are alleged members of subversive
organizations.

It was the word alleged that I was addressing myself
to. I wondéred what the allegations were, because it

‘was news to me. I think the purpose of the resclution

is laudable.

Kisseloff-11917_
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NQQ

"a .

"Q,

HA .

Q..

I'am not at liberty to furnlsh you the information
from the files.

But if you could give me some indication of what
it was you bhad in mind, I would knov what to address
oy statement to.

I couldn't give ‘you any indication. The only indica-
tion is hy the questions I have already asked you

as to what the allegation could possibly be. That is
all T am at liberty to furnish you. :
As far as the statement is concerned, not knowing the
allegations which were referred to in the Statute, I
donft know what particular kind of statement would be .
helpful. My background and record, I assume, are
available to you anyway. I am a lawyer by training..
I have been employed by the Federal Government half

of the time since I graduated from law school, and

the rest of the time I was employed in a prlvate

law firm in Boston and New York. I came down here in—-=:
1933-at the behest of the Government. I remained
according to my statement at the behest of the Govern—
ment., I think I could have made a good deal more money
if I had stayed.in the private practice of law in

New York, My reason for coming to Washington was

not to make money, but to be helpful to the country.
As a lawyer, .I don't ascribe any significance to
self-serving statements, but without knowing what
specific kind of things :you have in your files, which
it is not proper for you to disclose, I really don‘t
know what to say that would be helpful to you in

the way of a statement.

Well, this is not a hearing. This is purely a
voluntary interview, and the interview is made a
part of the investigative report in our file. Is
there anything further you wish to say?

Kisseloff—i 1918
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"4, - I'd like to ask whether I am at 11berty to inform
‘my immediate superior of the Department of State
of the fact that you called me in here.

Q. That is entirely up to youl

At the time the above information was developed, HISS
resided at 3415 Volta Place, N. W., Washington, D. C., and was Assistant %o
the Advisor on Political Relations of the Department of State.

On May 4, 1945, the Bureau /furnlshed this office with
certain notes which had been made by Mr. A. AXBERLE, former Undersecretary:
of State, U. S. State Department, who receivéd the information from one
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in September 1939. It was stated that CHAMBERS was an
admitted member of the Communist Party from 1924 to 1937, and at one time
was Editor of the "Daily Worker® and subsequently was Editor of "New Masses®,
CHAMBERS had pointed out that the Communist Party at that time was interested
in the organization of a Government Underground in Washingion, D. C., and
this underground movement was originally headed by HAROL ,\AREQ

4

The following is set out from the original notes:
"London Underground Espionage Agent

- (1) Dr. PHILIP&)SENBLIETT ~ Formerly of (41st St. & B’way, NE)
Dr,»«:GREIJNBERG - MD (West '70th NY
Brother~in-law |
American leader of Br:.tlsh Undergro d GC.
Head in America Ma oren (alias¥ hll:.povrbch
- allegedly Yugoslav) -
© real name ~ 2

ROSENBLIETT - in U.S. TN
connected with Dr. ISADOR‘MILLER - Chemlst's Club ~ 41st St.
' Chemlst, Explosive Arsenal Picatinny, N. J.
was front! behind MACK MOREN ex:.sted ~ in

. ,MILLER's employ - ‘%‘F‘ |
Knew PRESSMAN - his alias was 'COLIMPHILIPS! ~
Introduced him to MACK MOREN , buy:mg arms

. . for Spanish (Loyalist) Gov'ts - |

Kisseloff-11919
. =13 -




WFO 74-94

1 PRESSMAN - as counsel - helped MOREN - made

~==3=flight to Mexico with him; forced dovn .
) at Brownsville, Tex. in late '36 or early
. 137 - probably fall of '36,

PRESSHAN

Underground organized by the late HARQLD WARE; PRESSMAN
wds in his group - (1932-377) PRESSHAN then in the
- AJA.A,
NAT QWITT -~ Secretary of the NLRB ~ head of the
underground group after HAROLD WARE ~

\_ JOHN/\ABT ~ followed WITT in that group -
= 18X Divin - Dep't of Justice & now
i in CIO (M,}KARE'S widow - JESSICAASMITH
, l Ed. Sov%et Ru351a) /
M. ,
Mr. ABT - Slster- MARIONfBACHRRACH - Secretary
- Communist from Minnesota.
(JWSSICA SMITH: Wjth Rauters in 1926 -
. friend of LOUES/F)I'SGHER)

Meeting place: JOHN ABT's house 15th St.
CHARLESHIRTVITSKY - alias CHARLESMGRAMER - (C.I.0.)
worked. in Ia-Follette Commifttee - : .

PhysiCcist.. . . ‘ , \s

VINCEMI RmNO ~ Now at Aberdeén Prov1ng Grounds
Formerly CF  domputer - Math. Assist. to Col».‘(zoRNIG W
organizer under(Aerlal bomb sight Detectors) / ;a}44“ﬂ §¥4Qrﬂ
alias 'LANG?{(ILAR ot . .

PHILIP/RENO ~ in Social Security (9?) p
was head of Underground Trade Union Group
Political leader

Y I '
@LINORfﬁ%LSON, treasurer of Fed. Employees' Union -
QFed. Yorkers' -Union,. C.I.O. - ‘headed by
JAKE AKER) ‘ : |

- U - Kisseloff-11920
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RENO connected with Bal timore Party _
organizer — BENJAMIN BUNDEYPFR IEDMAN |
alias, FIELD - then Califofnfa - then Russia —
~ now organizer for Baltimore & Washington
of Above-~Ground Party - Underground connections -
State

Post ~ Editorship, Foreign Service Journal
was in Alexandria Unit of CP - in 1
'"Underground Apparatus! - /

DUGCAN ~ LAURENCE - (Member CP %7)

? ..
(WADLEIGH) #WADLEY ~ Trade Agreement Seétion
){’j‘ovm - n no- i
Communist Shop Group o ~ l/
ELINOR NELSON - LAURENCE DUGGAN - JULIEN WADLEIGH - :
West BiFopean Div'h — FIELD/ - Sbill in - '
X{LEVINE says he is out| went into I.E.O.
/ Then in Committee fox}, Repatriation i o

. His leader was HEDD, , PERTZ /
.o P - Aamanaciese '
LAUGHLTN/CURRIE: Was a 'Fellow Traveéler! -

. helped various Communists - never went the
~whole way. -

a1 s o s e

PHILIP REO. - used to be

Ireasury. : Egé/ . / S .
SCHLOMEFY KDLER (SOLfADLER?) - .

" Counsel'!s Qffice FoA . :
Sendd\ weekly reports to C.P. (Gen. Counsel!s Qffice)
FRANKXOR -~ Now teacher at McGill. .

57 There are two: brothet - -One of them

in CP's 'Foreign Bureau! - BOBXC/OE_

/

=15 - )
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Now: Naval Architect wakihgibn if, why?f : . D/(/ 3

Known. fro%%%%TBRS - formerly in Bela Kun
Govt: Agriéultural Commissariat — called Gandosz{?)
Then to Russia - then here, in Business Office of
Communist paper 'Uj Elori' - then, dafter 1929 -
head of CP.Underground, lived in Hamilton: Ap“os°
Woodside, L. I. - uhder allas/*éﬁLVER' -&.

- lectured 1n Communist camps —’
Friend: JBLAKE! of 'Freiheit' - Real name -
<)’WEINER 4 hmerican: Polish Jew. -

// PETERS was respon51ble for Washlngton Sector
Went- to Moscow - where is.he new? - - a0t
Wife - a Comintern courier — -\ L

‘West Coast - Head: 'The Old Man' Z{VOLKOV is ("
his real mame - daughter a Comintern '
" courier. He knows-the West Coast
.underground -~ Residence: San Frdncisco
or Oakland - : )

\£
* ALEXANDER\TRACHTENBERG -~ Politburo - v
! member of the Exec. Committee -
Head of GPU in U.S.
Wbrks with PETERS -

Plans for “two Super—battleshlps -

secured 1n 1937 -~ who gave - . e
_%~KARP - brother-in-law of MOLOTOV - working
[iith SCOTTYFERRIS, got this released -

1 4

JFIFLD was original contact .
Hé introduced DUGGAN-to GOMPERTZ_AHEDDA)
DUGGAN's relationship was casual ~ °
Shall excuse? - Where 1SmWEDD&~
COMPERTZ? - . N
DUGGAN & FIELD supposed to have H
been both.members of party. -

Y
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DONALD HISS ' ‘
—~—(Philippine Adv1ser) e
- .Member of C.P. Wlth\PRESSMAN &(WITT =
Iabor Dep't. ~ Asst. to FRANCES PERKINS -~
Party wanted him there - to .send him
as arbitrator in BRIDGES -trial -
Brought ‘along by brother -

ALGE&?. HISS .
Ass't to “SAYRE - CP - 1937
Member of the Underground Com. - Actlve
Baltimore boys -
Y{:Lfe ~ PRISCILLA HISS- Socialist - -
Early days of New Deal '

- e o e e e e et .

. Note - When LOY/HENDERSON interviefed Mg 7'RUBENS his report immediately
went back to Moscow. Who sent it? Such came from Washingten.®

WHITTAKER CHAMBERS was mterv:.ewed on May 10, 1945, by
agents of the New York Office in his offices in the Time and L:Lfe Building,
Rockefeller Center, New York City. Durlng the course of this interview,
CHAMBERS stated that after a term of service as Editor of the "New Masses"
he was brought in contact with a man whom he knew simply a—s"{‘ﬁRTmIR ARTHUR"
introduced CHAMBERS to a man whom he recogmzed as a former Treasurer of
a8 Hungarian Communist newspaper who had also published numerous articles on
Communism under the name of J)K::ETERS. ARTHUR introduced -this man as PETER.
The latter told CHAMBERS that CHAMB MBERS would act as a courier between. himself
and ARTHUR until further notlce.‘ Dur:mg the course of this interview,-
CHAMBERS also related considerable information which had come to him concerning

~ the operations of the Soviet mtelllgence service with which he believed
-ARTHUR to be associated. In.approximately 1935 his courier activities between
ARTHUR and PETER ceased. . At that time he was instructed by PETER to contact

. HAROLD WARE in Washington, D. C., and was told that he would act as a connect-
ing link between HAROLD WARE in Washmgton and PETER in New York: Cl'by:»
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" In approximately 1935 he was instructed by/PETER to contact

HAROLD WARE in Washington, D. C. and was told he would be the connecting link

between WARE and PETER in New York City, and that in addition to these activities
as a courier he would alsc serve as a morale officer giving people talks and
indoctrination talks to the Underground group headed by WARE. CHAMBERS ex~
plained that WARE was the leader of a group of men composed of government
employees in high salaried positions who were Communist members, but whose
activities with' the Party as such had ceased when they were transferred to the
Underground of the Communist Party. He stated further that there were several
organizations of this Underground, each consisting of approximately six to ten
individuals who did not khow of the existence or members of any of the other
units but who maintdined liaison through the leaders. He advised that he, him-
self, was the liaison between the particular unit headed by HAROLD WARE and
PETER and that he did not know of any of the operations of the other liaison
men between PETER and underground units in Washington, D. C. He stated that

the organization headed by WARE was composed of approximstely eight individuals,
and that almost everyone of these was himself a leader of another underground unit
operating in Washington gnd consisting of six to eight members.’

CHAMBERE stated he identified the following individuals as

"having been members of the/ particular Underground unit in which he was interested:

AT . .7 CHARLES KRAMFE..—-

(Prpssyaf - . ALGER HISS . -
LEINS < . DONALD HISS..
ERLOW‘ . NATHAN WITT

. He ‘stated theré were two other unldentlfled individuals,
one of whom had the last name of POST. ' - . o .

Accordlng to CH BERS, this group had as its meeting place
the violin studio belonging to HELE WKRE the sister of HAROLD WARE, which was

" located above a florist shop on:Co ectlcut Avenue at Dupont Circle. They also

met in the homes of the individuals comprising the group. In addition to the
violin studio belonging to HELEN WARE, h#étated meetings were heldat JOHN ABT's
house on 15th Street; the apartment of HENRY COLLINS on St. Matthews Court over
a garage, which was the principal meetlng place of the group, and that one night
they met at the home of KRAMER..
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In connection with ALGER HISS, CHAMBERS recalled that while
he was in the Agricultural Adgustment Administration he had met on several
occasions with HAROLD WARE's group, and that he had usually attended when the
group meetings Wwere held at HENRY COLLINS! house. He added that when HISS
went into the NYE Committee which was investigating armaments, he was segregated
from the group and had no more official contdcts with them but did meet
socially with a lot of them and was particularly close to JOHN ABT'!s sister,
MARION BACHRACH°‘ . .

___-_______——ﬁi

. When CHAMBERS was asked whether or not he believed that
HISS might have broken with the Party, he stated he had no reason to believe |
he may have dropped out, and as-a reason for-this belief explained that after
he had broken with the Party he had made a special trip to HISS' home in
Georgetown, Washington, D..C., with the purpose of talking .HISS into breaking
away from the Party. CHAMBERS explained that when he arrived PRISCILLA HISS
‘was the only one there and while CHAMBERS momentarily excused himself to go

to the bathroom he observed Mrs. HISS immediately .go to the telephone
obviously to get in touch with Party members. CHAMBERS 1mmedlately returned
to the room and awaited the arrival of ALGER HISS.

When HISS arrived they had dinner together -at his home and
then CHAMBERS talked Wlth’HISS all night long in an effort to persuade HISS
to leave the Party. CHAMBERS stated that with tears streaming down his face
HISS had refused to break with the Communists and had given as a reason for
not breaklng his loyalty to his friends and principles. CHAMBERS stated his
reason in -going to HISS in order to get him to break away from the Communist
Party was that he personally thought an awful lot of HISS and considered him
. an intelligent and decent young man whose Better judgment should have led him
to break with theCommunist movement. CHAMBERS pointed out that in his opinion
one of the strongest reasons for HISS' maintaining contact with the Communist
Party was the fanatical loyalty to the Communlst Party on the part of HISSY
w1feo

~ In November 1945, T—8 a confessed Sov1et esplonage agent
and courler, furnished considerable 1nformat10n concerning the operations of a
Soviet espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C.. This informant alleged
that HAROLDLGLASSER an employee of the U. §. Treasury Department had been

/
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a member of the ring, and stated that GLASSER.had been working in Europe for

- the Treasury Department and had dropped out of the so-callgd”PERLO group in
Washlngton, D. Ce, which group the informant had named as/one phase of the
espionage conspiracy. The informant stated that VICTOL RLO, alleged head of
this group, had- told her that GLASSER had asked him iffhe, GLASSER, would be
able t0 return to the PERLO group. PERLO, in explaining why GLASSER had left
the group originally, stated that GLASSER and one or two others had been
taken some time before by an American in a government ‘agency in Washington,
D. €., and had been turned over to some Russian. PERLO told the informant

" that he did not know the identity of this American, and that GHARLESKRAMERem
also a prominent figure in theespionage ring, as far as he, PERLO, knew, was
the only person who had possession of this information. While talking with
KRAMER at a later date in New York City, thé informant brought this matter up
‘and KRAMER stated that the person who had -originally taken GLASSER away from
the PERLG group was named HIBS and that he was employed by the U. S. State
Department .

”

£ .

The informant stated that/fJACK", a Russian c¢ontact, advised
of the information relative to GLASSER and in the Spring of 1945 the informant
obtained an article concerning the State Department from the newspaper "PMT
in which HISS was mentioned. At that time “JACK“ stated to the 1nformant that
he had learned the 1dent1ty of HISS.

\ SILVERMASTER, another alleged member of the espionage ring, complained to ‘the
informant that VICTOR PERLO was upsetting existing arrangements among the
members of his -group in Washington and asked if tg%élnformant could do some-

a},&“ 7 The informant stated further that on one occasion, GREGORY

thing to remedy the situation. The informant toldBILLY, a Russian contact,
about the SILVERMASTER complaint and he stated that he knew a person named

1f“GENE“ who could Wlay down the law to those boys and straighten them outt.
The informant stated that it was his 1mpression he was referring to HISS who
had been mentioned in the WPM" article and who was stated to be an advisor to
DEAN'ACHESON in. the State Department.

. As a result of ﬁhe allegatlons of T-8, an 1nvest1gatlon was
instituted by this office late in November 1945, in the course of which the
following information was developed. Unless noted to the contrary, this

'1nformatlon was furnished by T—9, a source close to ALGER HISS and his w1fe,
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PRISCILLA HOBSON HISS, to.whom both imparted considerable information concern-

ing their activities and contacts. T-9 is considered to be completely reliable
by this office.

It was determlned that HISS, with his wifé and one child
resided at 3210 P Street, N. W.; that he was employed at the Department of
State in the 0ffice of Spe01el Political Affairs.

Physical surveillances conducted from November 26 to 30,
1945, reflected that HISS wént regularly to his place of employment in the
State Department, 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., during this

‘perlodo

’ On the evening of Novembér 27, 1945, an unidentified man
was observed leaving the HISS home., He proceeded to 1320 - 31st Street, N. W.
He was subsequently identified as JAMES DONNELL/TELGHMAN of that addresy.
T-9 advised that TILGHMAN, who by that time was a resident of Baltimore) was a
visitor at the HISS home on December 28, 1946, and was determined theredfter

_ to have been in fairly frequent contact with ALGER HISS. Investigation re-

flected that TILGHMAN was.a native of Baltimore who had been employed in the
Federal government with the Federal Writers! Project, the A.A.A. and finally

the Department of State.

On the evenlng of November 30, 1945, a couple subsequently
identified as HAROLD WY¢STEIN and LORIN S_‘z)fSTEIN, visited the HISS home.
Accordlng to T-9, the éISSes and STEINs wére in touch with one another period-
ically in 1946. Investlgathn reflected that STEIN had been born in New York
Clty and after attending Yale Uhlver31ty had ‘been employed as a teacher before
joining the Government serwvice in 1934 with the F.S.R.0. TFrom December 1935
to. May 1939 he was with the Works Projects Administration with a brief period
in 1938 as Trial Examinef with the National labor Relations Board. From 1939
to 1941 he was Assistant Director of the Hearings Branch of the Wage and
Hour Division of the Department of Labor. In November 1941 he joined the
War Productlon Board in the Offlce for Emergency Mfanagement° .

d An 1nvest1gat10n of STEIN was conducted at that time and
varlous individuals with whom he had previously been employed in the govern~
ment service described STEIN as "plnklsh" tdefinitely leftist and otherwise
Communistically inclined". ’ -
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One RALBﬁ<//SOLO of Brooklyn, New York, a former member
of the Communist Party, and one EDWI YABANTA of New York, also a former
member of the Communist Party, stated that STEIN had permitted a sitdowm
strike in a Federal Arts Project under his supervision in New York City.
The indices of the House.Committee on Un-~American Activities list STEIN

Bo-, s, 35 8 member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and Mrs.

WIBTEIN as a member of the Washington Bookshop Association. Both of these
rganlzatlons were cited by the Attorney General of the United States as
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835,

Physical surveillances reflected that among HISS?
associates_.at the Department of State were ISAAC N. P%%ETOKES, II; .
GORDON B?(?‘RONG and EIWOOD N#*THOMPSON. T-9 reported that THOMPSON and
HISS appeared to be very‘frleﬁdly and that their business relationship
appeared to carry over into the social field. . The files of this offlce
contained no information concerning these 1nd1v1dualsn

- On December 1, 1945, HISS and his famlly visited his
brother, DOVALD HISS.at 3030 Q Street No W, Washlngton, D, C. On December
2, 1945, tﬁe HISS family drove to Bai e and visited HISS' mother, Mrs.
CHARLES A#7HISS and his sisters, LUC MARY’C FHISS. That evening Mr.
and ¥rs. HISS visited the home of"LEONA OUTHNAITE, 1708 - 21st Street,
N. W., Washington, D. C., and the home o is brother, DONALD HISS at 3030
Q Street, Ng W. Mr. and Mrs. OUTHWAITE visited the home of ALGER HISS on
the evening of December 4, 1945. OUTHWAITE was identified as a former
employee of the Veterans Administration, the National Resources Planning
Board, the War Production Board and the Federal Security Agency and as a
Lecturer and Author of some promlnence in the field of Anthropblogy°

‘ On the morning of December 4, 1945, a couple subsequently
identified as -Mr. and Mrs. BEN TSXMOORE.of 3101 P Street, N. W., Washington,
D. C., were observed being driven downtown by Mr. and Mrs. HISS in the HISS
automobile. This couple had also visited the HISS on the evening of November
29, 1945, BEN MOORE visited the HISS home for dinner on September 21, 1946,
and according to T-9, the two families were apparently quite friendly with
each other. Investigation reflected that MOORE had been born in New Jersey
and after attending Swarthmore College and Columbia University he served-as a
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Research Assistant for the U. S, Senate Munitions Committee in 1934 and 1935.
From 1939 to 1941 he was an Associate Economist with the U. S. Department of
Agriculture and from 1941 to 1943 he was employed by the Office of Production
and Management and the War Yroduction Board. He entered mllltary duty in the .
Summer of 1943. His wife was emplqyed by the War Department in 1944, accord-
ing to a credit report.

.On the evening of Deoember 8, 1945; Mr. and Mrs. HISS visited
Metropolitan Club and later-visited the house of Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH COY

GRAEN) 10 Quincy Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland. Mr. GREEN was identified as “an
employee of the Department of State.

- On the evening of December 10, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. HISSwere
the guests of LAWRENCE MEREDITH CLEMSOﬁ%SﬁITH of 3230 Reservoir Road, N. W.,

- Washington, D. C: SMITH was identified as a State Department employee who had

previcusly been with the Federal Security Agency and the Office for Emergency
Management, the Department of Justice, the Security and Exchange Commission,
the National Recovery Administration and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation
since 1933. Mrs. SMITH was reported to be a member of the Washington Committee
for Democratic Action, mentioned herembefore°

At approXimately this time, T-10, a completely reliable
source who had close personal contact with both ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS, i
advised that PRISCILLA HISS had indicated that ALGER HISS would sail for London
around December 27 or 28, 1945. This informant also reported that both Mr. awd
Mrs. ALGER.HISS had been spending a lot of time on the problem of Atomic Enexgy
which was related to his work on the United Nations. HISS was reported to be
working actively on this and Mrs. HISS had been attending.daily Senate hearings
on the subject. Together they had been attempbing to read and understand the
SMYTH Report. On December 15, 1945, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS was reading
HENRY.?%{SMYTH'S boo y"Atomlc\Ehergy for Mllltary Purposes“ o .

. On Deoember 18, 1945, T-9 learned that PRISCILLA. HISS had
been in'contact with an .individual known to the informant only asWrhOLA, |
On January 18, 1946, they discussed the Town Hall program of Jafary 17, 1946,
the topic of whlch was "What Does the Returning -G.I. Expect at Home9“ During
this conversation, Mrs. HISS described the audience as the Junior Chamber of
Comnerce and stated they had, nevertheless given terrific applause to the very
progressive remarks of BILE/? UIDIN, the Cartoonist and another individual,
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The individual known as LOLA stated she had liked the statement in which the
speaker had said that he was going to join two organizations, the American
Legion and the Union » and added she also liked the point that veterans after
all were not capitalists that they were laborers and were essentially wage
earners. Mrs. HISS stated that that is what democracy is and that there
were thousands who are incipient leaders and could go to Congress tomorrow.
This individual was subsequently identified as Mrs. ROBERT ¥ ""YMA%ORTON , also
knovn as LOLA G,‘/FIORTON., She was a member of the Washingbon Committee for
D@mocra‘blc Action.

Confidential Informants reported that she was generally
regarded as a radical and had possibly participated in the activities of
organizations regarded as radical. She was reported to have been active in
consumer organizations in the District of Columbia, was a member of the League
of Women Shoppers in Washington in 1940 and 1941 and was elected as a

"delegate to the National Convention of the League of Women Shoppers. Her
husband, ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, entered the government,service as Director
of Informatlon in the Office for Emergency Management in July 1941,
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On December 22, 1945; HISS advised T=9 that he was goinémto
Baltimore that afternoon to visit his mother,

On Décember 25, 1945, this informant learned that ALGER HISS
had notified his brother, DONALD, that he was leaving for London in a few
days in .connection Wlth a UN Conference to be held in London,

This informant also reported that during the last half of
December, HISS was engaged -primarily in arrangements for this conference.
According to the informant, HISS was apparently out of Washington on
Decembe er 19,1945,

He ‘departed for New York City on December 29, 1945, and
salled from New York City for England aboard the SS QUEEN ELIZABETH on
December 31, 1945, '

‘ HISS was absent from the United States from December 31, .
1945 until February 20, 1946, on which date T-9 reported that he had re~-
. turned to his home in ‘Hashlngton, D, Co, having flown back from Englando

e On December 30, 94 T—9 reported that Mrs. HISS appeared

to be ;rlendly with one DDROTHEAfgiAISDELL° Her name was reported to

‘ appear on the membership list of: ‘the Washington Committee for Aid to
) ‘China, which informants of this office have reported as having been or-
' ganized as a Communist front group., Her husband, DONALD CHRIST LAIS~

; DELL, was reported to have been in contact with Mrs. HISS durlng June

1946

Investigation of BLAISDELL reflected that he had been con-
nected with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in 1935 and
© had subsequently entered the government service with the Department of
States His name appeared on an alleged membership list of the Washing-
ton Committee for Democratic Action in the possession of the House Com-
mittee on Un~American Activities, BLAISDELL denied membership in this
organization in a signed statement furnished in March 1942, ‘

[ " On February 4, 1946 T-9 reported that Mrs. HISS was en-
gaged in sollcltlng funds for an unidentified scholarship program aimed
at ra1s1ng $1200,00, This informant stated that at this timeé a wonan
was in contact with Mrs. HESS and adv1sed that she had heard fror, JILDER
and that he was expected home sometime: between the 12th and the 20th of
"December, This informant subsequently ascertained that WILDER and hARCIA

,{iFOOTE were apparently qulte frlendly with the HISS family aﬁﬁ that

A7
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appeared to be considerable - Ssﬁﬁihtlon between the two families,
informant learned further thal:EFQ0T%had apparently been at the UN Con-
ference in London with ALGER HISS and that the FOOTES had purchased a
home in Larchmont, New York in the spring of 1946,

On February 6, 1946, Mrs. HISS was requested by one ALICE

STRONG. to assist in.raising money for the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews,. Mrs., HISS agreed to write letters, make telephone calls
and take any other action desired in assisting this project.

The informant learned on February 9, 1946, that HISS's
return from London was imminent and that he would be in the company of
Mr, COHEN (pOS»lbly BE%%GOHENO and Mr, VANDENBERG (presumably ARTHUR Ho

%’VANDENBmG)
LRt

Mrs. HISS advised T-9 on February 11, 1946, that she and
her husband might take a vacation upon his return from the UN Conference
and added that he was to make a speaking trip to Boston sometime during
Marcho It was also learned from this informant that HISS was to accom-
pany STETTINIUS to New York City as soon as the arrival of the UN dele=
gation. there became known,

On February 19, 1946, this informant learned that an in-
d1v1dual known to the informant only as HENRY had advised Mrs. HISS
that he had just returned from overseas and would like to get in touch
with her and her husbgnd, (It is believed that this individual may
have been HENRY HILIACOLLINS, Jr,, whom other sources had reported as
recently returned fxrom overseas,

On-February 28, 1946, this informant learned that HISS
would speak on the radio on March 2; 1946, on the Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation broadcast and that he might visit his mother in Baltimore on
March 10, 1946, '

On March 13, 1946, Mrs. HISS told the informant “that her

husband had a speaking engagement in New York City the following day

and that he expected to attend the UN Security Council meetings later
that month in New York City. On the following day Mrs. HISS advised
this source that HISS was t6 be in Boston, Massachusetts from March 18
to 20, 1946, but did not reveal the purpose of this tripo.

e
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' On March 20, 1946, Mrs, HISS told the 1nformanm}m
HISS had left for Boston March 17, 1946, and would probably go to New
York on March 24, 1946, On the same day the informant learned that Mrs.
HISS was going to lunch with Mrs. TRYGfﬁ IE, wife of the Secretary Gen-
eral of the UN and that she was later g01ng to the Capitol with Mrs., LIE
© to meet Mrs‘LUOHNALLY (probably the wife of Senator TOM SONNALLY of

Mrs, ‘HISS told the informant on March 21 that ALGER HISS
was going to New York and would be gone about a week. However, the in-
formant advised that HISS was at home on the evening of March 25, 1946,
since the informant was personally in touch with him at that time. HISS
apparently returned to New York again since Mrs, HISS advised the in-
formant on March 29, 1946, that her husband was at the Hotel Pennsyl-
vania at New York City. Later on that date the informant learned at
the Department of State that HISS would arrive in Washington the fol=-
lowing morning March 30, 1946, HISS contacted the informant on the
morning of March 30 and advised he had returned on the night train and
that he had been engaged in work involving the UN meetings in New York
City.

The informant was personally in contact with HISS during
April 1946, -only on the 16th and 19th of that month, Mrs, HISS indi-
cated to the informant that her husband was going to New York City a
great deal, apparently in connection with UN business.

This informant reported that on Aprll By 1946, an uniden-
tified woman contacted Mrs. HISS and requested that she join the mass
" parade to Congress on April 10 to advocate the continuation of OPA. Mrs.
HISS indicated that she was unable to get away from the house as she had
no one to stay with her son. :

On April 12, 1946, Mrs, HISS arranged for some one to sit

* with her son on April 14, 15 and 17 and indicated that she had to be at

the Pan American on April 15 before noon. The informant was not aware
of the nature of Mrs. HISS's business at the Pan American Union on that
date, . .

Mrs, HISS told the informant on April 16, 1946, that she

.and her son, TONY, would spend the month of July in Vermont and possibly
the whole summer. The informant also learned that the HISS, family ex~
§x$ORIS who

pected to share a farm in Vermont with an individual name
was not otherwise identified. | ¥
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The informant also learned on April 19, 19/6 that ALGER
HISS had had a speaking engagemert in Baltimore earlisr that week, At
this time HISS advised the informant that he was at that time Dirsctor
of the Office of Special Political Affairs in the Depariment of State.

The informant learned from Mrs. HISS on April 22, 1946,
that ALGER HISS yas going to take a vacation in July and that arra 1ge-
ments had been made to secure a farm for that month with one DJﬂI EJELLo

The informant learned ‘on April 26, 1946o that ALGER and
PRISCILLA HISS had been javited to attend a large dinner paltj at the
home of HAROLD aqg %ORLN%ﬁ 'EIN in Chevy Chase.that evcuing

At—"‘t

HISS was ill during the latter part of May 1940 and re-
malned at home from his office, T~9 was” present on lay 23, 1946; during
a discussion between ALGER HISS and JAC 30889 another employze of the
State Department, at which time they digcussed State Deparimeny, affairs,
ROSS indicated that he had had a long talk W1§g)@bom" and JACEq&BGMPSON
about getting a certain atomic energy msn. The informant stated that
the conversation was largely concerned with plans for a coordinating
cenlter regarding atomic energy., HISS at this btime indicated that there
were some papers on his desk at the Offlu” relating to the atomic energy
matter as well as a draft of a speech LQ%{BAK UCH,

This informant stated that ROS5 and HISS discussed this
matter again on May 24s; 1946, with specific reference to personnel.
They referred to on »pOKDLOFF and his reaction to the atomic energy
business., They indi%ated that from the history of treatment by the v
Wilitary Staff Committee, they were uncertain as to just how much the
&tomic Energy Commission would want the secretariat to doo

In the further course of discussion: HISS stated that he
felt they were well organized to take care of the BARUCH procedural L
needs but that he felt that s%ill did not give them any break into the
substance, He stated he felt it was necessary to get somebody who
knew something aboubt the atomic energy subsidy question as a part of
the general disarmament picture, .

/, On May 20, 1946, a person known to the informant only

ORTER contacted HISY, advising that he thought HISS should check
up on a story by SCOTTYARASSMUSSEN in the New Yorﬂ Times for May 26,
- 1946, PORTER advised that representatives of vsrious news services
and newspapers had been chasing him about the story. HISS stabed
that Phe", apparently referring to RASSMUSSEN could not have been

@D
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righter had he been inside the department. But PIbb dld not see that

. that meant that "we", apparently referring to the State Department,

could say anything to the other people and HISS added that he did not
know where "he®" got ite.

BEN, MOORE.Who has been previously identified in this re~
port was a dinner guest at the HISS home on the evening of May 28, 1946,
according to this source, '

On June 1, 1946, the informant learned that HISS was
still ill but expected to redurn to his duties in the State Department
on June 3, HISS planned to take off the ehtire month of July, however,
on June 3, the informent advised that HISS had been taken to Doctors
Hospital for three days to bake penitillin treatment.

DOROTHEA BLAILSDELIL contacted HISS on June 7 and told him

that her husband, DONﬁngISDELﬁ, had returned from Chicago where he had
been going over the Thicago Roundtable Discussion program.

On the following day, HISS and an individual believed by
the informant to be JAGK.BOSS of the Syate Department, were in discus-
sion and RO3S told HISS that HERDCHE?fﬁgHﬂDON was coming to the State
Department thatb mornlng and hoped that a decision could be reached on
the Spanish question. The informant gathered that there was a wide
division of uopinion between JOHNSON, BEN COHER  and Dm@ﬁk&“HESON and
that ROSS indicated that JOHNSON was a Loyalisth.

HISS is believed to have returned to work on June 10,
1946, The informant learned that on June 15, 1946, HISS and DEAN
ACHESON had a discussion concerning the Health Conference of the UN
on which HISS was working.

PRISGILLA HISS told the informant on June 18 that the
HISS family was leaving on June 28, 1946, for, an all-—summer vacation.
The informant was present on June 24y 1946, when HERSCHEL JOHNSON asked
HISS if the lathber was having a meeting with DEAN ACHESON and if so,
JOHNSON wanted to hawve ALGER mention confidentially to ACHESON but -
not openly at the meeting, the desired voting procedurs and also the
present policy on the veto in the{Atomic Commission. HISS replied -
that he would take this up with ACHESON @nd informed JOHNSON that
he would immediately give him ACHESON‘s views on these poiats. JOHN-
SON stated he was making this request because he wished to follow oub
exactly what ACHESON wanted.
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On' the same date PRISCILLA HISS told the informant that
the HISSES were planning o spend the night of June 29,.1946 at the home
of their friends the FOOTLES at Scarsdale; New York, and that PRISCILLA
HISS was contemplmtlng a teacher’s job at Potomac School on her return
in the fall,

The informant learred on June 27, 1946, from RRISG%}LA
HISS that the HISS family was leaving the following day fox;}KELLOGf‘i,SMITHﬂs
hotel in Chestertown, Maryland, and that they planned on ldaving for Verw
mont on July 1, 1946,

HISS and his family were absent from Washington, D. G,
from June 28, 1946 until July 31, 1946, ,

On August 7, 19 ¢6 the informant reported that Mrs. HISS
had been conbacted by Mrs, HELERYPROVINSE of 315 Spring Street; Chevy
Chase, who had inquired if Mrs JFHISS belonged to the League of Women
Voters., MNMrs. HISS stated that she did not but that she always had been -
a well-wisher, DMNrs. PROVINSE advised that she was going to be chairman
of the minority group that fall and that she wanted lrs. HISS to work
on this committee this year. Mrs, HISS agreed to do this if she had time
but replied that she had a part-time job at the Potomac School where her
son, TONY, would be enrolled, Mrs, PROVINSE mentioned that she was par-
ticularly interested in having PRISCILLA on a Steering Committee of about
eight people.

T-9 learned on August 9 ‘that the HISSES had enrolled
TONY HISS at the Marjorie Webster Junior College at 16th Street and
Columbia Road, N, W. ’

DONALD HISS was invited to the ALGER HISS home for din-
ner on August’12, 1946, by PRISCILLA HISS, Mr, and Mrs, BEN T, MOCRE
were dinner guests at the HISS home on August 14, 19460 T

7

HISS had a luncheon engagement with Mr, ADLAJASTEVENSON (it is believed
that this individual is identical with the present Governor-elect of
the State of Illinois),

This <informant advised thaia%g August 15, 1946, ALGER

On August 17, 1946, an individual believed to have been
HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr., invited the HISS family to the COLLINS'® home
for The following day. In this connection attention is directed to in-
formation previously set forth in this report concerning the alleged
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partlclpatlon of HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr. in a Communlst underground gro

as alleged by WHITTAKER CHAWBERS. _It is noted further that investigation
conducted as a result of the information furnished by Confidential Informant
T8 relative to the activities of an alleged Soviet espionage ring in
Washington, D, C., reflected that COLLINS was also a contact of JOSEPH Bo_

a—.GREGG and of BELA and SONIA¥GOLD who were described by T-8 as members of

P EHTE Soviet es 1on%§e rlng!

A\ il
A " Confidential Informant T=9 was present on Bugust 24, 1946,
during a discussion bebween HERSCHEL JOHNSON and ALGER HISS at which time
they discussed a Yugoslavian matter and both agreed that it looked favor-
able, According to the informant, JOHNSON told HISS that the former
thought the Russians were more realistic than they are credited with be-
ing sometimes, although he thought they were quite unscrupulous in attain-
idg their own political ends., JOHNSON also expressed sympathy for Greece
and thought the Greseks had undergone cruel injustices., HISS agreed.

The HISS family was absent from their home August 28 to

_ 30, 1946, according to this source.

No pertinent information was developed in this case until
September 2hs 1946, at which time T~9 advised that PRISCILLA HISS in a dis-
cussion with an individual known to the informant onLy BESS", mentioned
that she was teaching the 7th, 8th and 9th grades in Engﬁlsh at the co-
operative school, The woman named BESS commented that the man who drives
the school bus on which her children traveled was a Fascist and a few
other things as far as she could determine, but that many other children
had survived him and she considered that the chlldren were above hime,
Mrs, HISS asked if this driver were sort of a hard-bitten creature, to
which BESS replied that she did not know if he was a Swiss. or not, but
that she had talked to him a little bit and did not like his attitude
toward any minor races,

HAROLD STEIN was in contact with ALGER HISS on August
4y 1946, according™to™thHe™irif'ormant, concerring some matter having to do
with the UN meetlngs in New York City.

On the following day the 1nformant learned that the
HISSES expected to drop over to visit BEN MOORE and his wife sometime
over the fg%%owlng week=end, This informajt, stated that on October 11,

1946, MATRIXFOREMAN, the wife of Dr. CLARK¥FOREMAN, who at that time was a
leading figure in the Southern Conference /for Human stelfare, discussed
arrangements with PRISCILLA HISS to place TONY HISS in an ort class in
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which one of the students was a negro girl, whose father was a dentist in
Puerto Rico, addlng that she had met the giri%s family through the Sou-
thern Conference. She also mentioned that she and her husband were with
the negroes the night that they were refused admititance to Lisner Audi-
torium, adding that they had been with colored friends from Howard Uni-
versity and had planned on seeing the ballet. She stated that there
were a hundred of them and that they were turned away, but that most of
them had expected it but had attempted it to see if they would be ad-
mitted, She also mentioned that the group anticipated protesting this

. matter,

. On October 17, 1946, ALGER HISS accepted an invitation
to introduce the guest speaker at a meeting of the Executive Group of
the Unitéd Nations Association in Baltimore, Maryland on the evening of
October 25, 1946,

Throughout, this time HISS continued to be active in the
State Department affairs dealing with the United Nations. T~9 reported
that on November 9, 1946, ALGER HISS and an individual believed to have
been FRANCIS BESAYRE,at that time diplomatic advisor to UNRRA,discussed
UN matters.generally as well as the possibility of SAYRE getting a job on
the Trusteeship Gouncil, They also discussed technical difficulties

facing the General Assembly on Trusteeship Agreements,
i - f

This informant was,also present on November 16, 19469
durlng a discussion by DURWARD BQKSKNDIFER of the State Department and-
ALGER HISS. SANDIFER stated that his department, the Division of In-
ternational Organization Affairs in the Office of Special Political
Affairs, had been having trouble in getting through the appointments -
of particular people wyhom SANDIFER wanted to work. The trouble seemed
to center'érOund JOEAPANUCH who may be in the Security Investigations
Department, SANDIFER then cited thé names of two individuals whom he
would not be able to obtain, but the informant-was uncertain as to

" their names. SANDIFER stated that he had had other indications that

PANUCH had an unsympathetlc and unhealthy attitude.

One of the individuals whom SANDIFER had tried to get

-1nto the section had told SANDIFER after talking with PANUCH that the
-+ latter took a negative attitude toward SANDIFER's unit. HISS agreed
. that this matter must be settled if possible and SANDIFER told HISS

that he might find it interesting to talk to another unidentified in-
dividual concerning what he knew about PANUCH.
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In connection with the above, it is to be noted that in
the spring of 1946, T-1l advised that there was an enormous espionage
ring operating in Washington, D. C. which had as its ultimate objective
the obtaining of all ‘information with regard to atomic energy, its spe=
cific uses as an instrument of war and commercial aspects thereof in
peacetime, Its purpose was to make such information available to the
Soviet Union. ALGER HISS, among othérs, was named by T~ll as involved
in furnishing the Soviet Union with available information regarding
atomic energy. This informant added that ALGER HISS was one of those
in the Department of State who was noted for his pro-Soviet leanings,

T-9 learned -on November 17, 1946, that ALGER HISS had
given a speech at the Northwestern University Law School in Chicago,
Illinois the previous week, On the same date, this inforpant was also
present during a conversation between JACK THOMPSON, HISS®s Special
Assistant in the Department of State and ALGER HISSD in the course of
which they were discussing matters at that time before the Security Council
of UN concerning technical military missions, The informant stated that
ALGER HISS gave THOMPSON permission to take home "all these secret and

. sundry papers" because "we" might nced them, ‘ \

On December 9, 1946; T~9 learned that ALGER HISS had
been elected President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
Newspaper articles published the following day confirmed this and added

"that HISS succeeded Dr. NICHOLAS MURRA UTLER Gﬂlumbla University
who had resigned in December 1945, FOSTERXDULLES was described as
the Chairmah of the Board of Trustees of the Endowmento The article

- stated that the Trustees had amendeéd the by-laws to provide for a

 Chairmen of the Board and & full-time President who would be the exe-
cutive officer. HISS was éxpected to .take over his new duties as soon
as possible after January 1; 1947, following his resignation from
government service,

On December 25, 1946, Mr. and Mrs. HISS visited the
home of BENJAMIN T, MOORE, uccordlng to T=9 and on December 31, 1946,
according To this souzce, they were to be. the guests of CHARLES 4, -

)kHORSKYD an attorney in Washington, D, €, o

ThlS 1n;or ant also reported that on December 25, 1946,
PRISCILLA HISS and one ANI‘ AYLOR discussed a series of meetings which

were to be held during February and March 1947 at yhich prominent in-
dividuals were to speak on various phases of the Soviet Union with
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respect to the politizal and economic phases of that country. Mrs. HISS
indicated that she wished she could be more enthusiastic about this matter
but thought that it was a stale idea. She indicated that she would talk
to her husband about obtaining speakers for these meetings.

On December 30, 1946, Special 4gents COURTLAFD J. JONES
and WILLIAM R, CORNELISON observed ROBERL, TuwuiILiERy..I11,, enter Room 164
at the State Department at 3:34 P, M. This room was the office of ALGER
HISS. MILLER was observed leaving ab 4:03 Po Mo

ROBERT T. MELLER, ITI, has been described by T-8 as a
member of the Soviet espionage ring in Vashington, D, Co for which he
acted as courier, . /

It is noted that T-13 who is considered to be completely
reliable; asdvised that ROBERT T. MILLER thanked ALGER HISS on March 7,

(%INEI’T (phonetic) -
in New York City and for allowing MILIER to use HISS®! name, From the
ensuing conversation, this informent gathered that MILLER was to see
DENNETT about a job with a new organization which HISS deseribad as
having. tc do with the distribution of documentary and informational
maberial. on the United Naulon% and on the United States foreign policy
in -general.

On January 8, 1947, Confidential Informant T-C re-
ported that ALGER HISS and HAROLD STEIN had discussed efforts to make
contacts in order to get joBS 0T an unidentified individual known on_y

- a8 AL who was interested in the position of General Counsel for the
United Nations in Geneva and in a position as Secretary to the Far:

Bastern Commission,

The 1nfo”mant learned on January 18, 1947, that HISS
would have temporary offices at 522 Fifth Avenue, New York City, after
February 1, 1947.  HISS was expected to stay temporarily with one HANK—...
INGRAM until he ‘founda permanent place to live in New York., INGRAM was
described as one of BARUCH!s boys.

On January 255 1947, this informant stated that HISS
was very much interested in the appointment of JAC JRIFOY in the
Departient of State and HISS in this connecticn verified that PANUCd
resigned the day of PEURIFOY*s acceptance, ' i
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: On- January 30 and 31 this informant reported 'bha'b HISS had
been moving books and papers from his office at the State Department to his
office with the Carnegie Foundation at 700 Jackson Place, N. W., Washington,
Do Go HISS also mentioned that he was going to make a speech at Baltimore
and was then going on to Des Moines ’ Lowao

On January 31, T=9 reported that HENRY H. COLLINS,. Jxiew
had attempted to contact Mr., and Mrs, HISS, Ne:v.‘hher had been in,

: In this connection, it is noted that Confidentisl In-
f‘ormant T-12 who is considered to be relisble, advised on February 2, 1947,
that FRISCILLA HISS had visited HENRY H. COLLINS, Jr., at his residence.

: ALGER HISS resigned from the Department of State on Janu-
sry 155 1947. A4fter February 1; 1947, he was not regularly in Washington,
D, Co, his duties in the Carnegie Foundatlon necesqlta’cmﬁ frequent aba-
gences from Washington, D, G, :

1-9 learned from Mrs. HISS on February 1y 1947, that HISS?
New York office was in fact at 522 Fifth Avenue and that he was going to
Des Moines, Iowa on the evening of February 12, 1947. This informant sub-
sequently learned that ip, the first half of February HISS spent some time
in the homes of HATHAWA;}{@ATSON and POL%HACKLETON in New York City:

PRISCILLA HISS told T-9 on March &, 1947, that she and
her son, TONY, expected to visit ALGER HISS in New York G:Lty the follow-
ing week, ‘

On March 9, 1947, HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr., was observed -
entering the HISS re31dence carrylng a brown leather briefcase.

T-9 learned from ALGER HISS on March 26, 1947, that He
and his family had been in New York City and had also visited Chappaqua,
New York, T~9 also stated that he observed HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr., :
at the HISS home in Washington, D, C., on that date and that COLLINS was
still there on the morning of March 27, 1947, -

: I-9. learned on March 28, 1947, " from Mrso -HISS +that -
~ALGER HISS ﬁas to preside as Chairman of a meeting to be held on April
75 1947, by the Bryn Mawr College Endowment on the subject, "How Russia
Does Business"., It was learned that the speakers were to be RAX&*‘ELLIS
of 'bhe Ray‘bheon Manufacyurlng Company, HAN /\HEYI‘:AIM a German re’f‘ugae and
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instructor at Sampson College in New York and author of a book entltle

~*Y¥ou_Cgn Do Business with Russia'y, and ERNEST G JAOPES of the Department
of Commerce and LIVINGSTON HARTLEY, head of the’Council for Atomic Re-
search, It was Subsequently ascertained that this meeting was held on

S April 7, 1947, at the Viardman Park Hotel and that HISS acted as Chair-
man of the meeting, He explained that it was a séries being held to
raise money to increase the salaries of the teachers at Bryn Mawr Col-
lege, Thereafter he introduced the speakers and panel members and had
no»hlng further to say during the evenlng except to receive questions
from the audience and to submit these to the speakers and panel members
for answer,

T=9 learned on April 4y 1947, that the HISS family wa
going to Vermont in June where they were to spend a month and that in
September 1947 they were going to move to New York,

ALGER HISS confirmed the fact that he and his family were
going to Vermont in June to T-9 on May 18, 1947,

On hay 31, 1947, this informant was present when WALTER

‘><LIPPMANNA 2 well lmown newspaper columnist, and ALGER HISS discussed the
HOOVER movement toward a sepsrate peace with former European belligerents.,
LIPPMANN commented that such. action.would be a mortal blow to UN to which

. HISS agreed, LIPPMAN proposed that HISS contact persons of importance so
that the proper actionymight be taken and it was finally agreed that HISS
nmight speak to JAﬁIB YRNES and DEAN ACH&SONO HISS agreed to get to work

on this matter and 1nd1chted that Re would let LIPPMANN know of his suc~

cesso

. On June 2, 1947, ALGER HISS was interviewed by Special
. Agents CHARLES CLEVELAND and ELWARD Lo GRAMPP at his placée of employment,
700 Jackson Flacey, No %,, Washington, D, C., between the hours of 2:50
P. M, and 5:15 P. M, At that time HISS furnished the following informa-
tions , ,

HISS advised that when he first went to New York City to
practice law (about 1922 or 1933) he became associated with a small group
of individuals in an organization known as the International Juridical
Association, Vhen HISS became a member of this group it had as its pur-

. pose the publication of discussions on labor law principally. HISS does
.not recall his offiecial capacity, but does know that he was one of the
editors of the association’s journal, A4t the time he became a member of
this group, according to his recollection, the following, individuals con-
tributed to the publication of the agsogiation: JEROV ihELLnRSTEIN )¢
- NATHAN WITT, LJE PRESSMAN and ISADC%?}?SLIER whose wife was JUSTIM7 {ISE.
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HISS advised that he was not connected in any way vwith the
organlzaulona setup of the Juridieal Association, but his contact was
mainly that of vwiriting editorials. It was pointed out by HISS that the %
group was very loosely knit, He stated that to his knowledge this group
was not connescted with the Internaticnal Labor Defense, t@g{ﬁuthggl
Federation for Const;tutlonaT Liberties or the Lawyers Guild, 7 He fur-
thHer §tated that He was not personally acquainted with Ez%gﬁBROmDER and
he had no lmowledge that the mailing list of the Juridic fAssocl“tlon
was used to advertise or increase the subscriptions to the "New Masses',
‘He believes that at the time he was in this organization, the organize-
tional aspects were probably in the hands of JEROME HELLERSTEIN and ke
would be the one who would be in possession of XHE Wailing lists. He
stated that he does not believe that any of the individuals in the
Juridical Association were or are members of the Communist Party, how-
ever, he stated that a number of individuals have stated, since his as-
pociation with the Association, that LEE PRESSMAN and NATHARWILL were
Communists., He further alleged that he had heard that POLIER was a
Communist., He further denied that the International Juridical Associa-
tion, while he was connected with it, fcllowed the Communist program.

HISS left this organization when he came to Washington, D. C, in 1933,

HISS admitted that he has previously resided at 3415
Volta Place, N. W., Washington, D, C,, however, he denied that he has
ever been a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action,
He did state; howevery that it is very probable that he may have been
at one time on the mailing list of this organization, He further denied
membership and affiliation with the Young Communist League, He said he
- has never been, nor was he now a member of the Communist Party., In addi-
tion, he has never been personally acquainted, to his knowledge, with
any members of the Communist Party.

HISS stated the belief that his wife, PRISCILLA, was
never a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, or
the Communist Party., He did state, however, that she may have attended
meetings of the Socialist Party and possibly received publications from
that Party, He denied thgt,his brother, DONALD HISS, a local attorney,
had ever worked for HARRYJBRIDGES and to the best of his kmowledge
DONALD was never considered for employment for or on behalf of BRIDGES.
He stated he was sure that his brother was not and is not now a member
of the Communist Partyo

In connectlon with the allegatlon that WHITTAKER CHAMBERS

furnished the State Department in 1939 that -ALGER HISS was an assistant
to one SAYRE of the Communist Party 1n‘1937, HISS remarked that he could
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recall only two 1na_v1duals by the name of SAYRE. These are FRANCIS B..-
SAYRE with whom he was associated in the State Department and DAMGATRE
who was formerly with the CAB and is now teaching at Frinceton Univer-
sity. HISS stated to his knowledge neither of these men were Communists.

} HISS stated that he was not acquainted with an individual
by the name of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, He said at least he could recall no
one by that name as being onc of his acquaintances., He further stated
that as far as he can recall no individual by that name has ever visited
his home on any occasion.

He stated that he became acquainted with LAROEﬁfﬁERE
wthe re, ALGER9 was worklng 1n the Departmuqt of Agriculture., He fur~

at the United Statés Department of Agriculture. He stated that he has

not seen KRAKER for qulte some time.. He remarked that he and LEE PRESSHAN
heve lnown each obher since his attendance at Hervard Law School, He and
PRESSMAN were associated on the Harvard Law Review, at which time HISS
wrote an article for the Law Review on the subject, "Yellow Dog Contracts".-
He further related that he has known EENRY COLLINS since childhood, they
‘having attended boys! summer cemps together, and he considers COLLINS a
close personal friend, ALGER remarked that he is interested in birds and
that COLLINS is considered one of the top ten authorities on the subject of
ornithology. COLLINS has often confided his personal problems in HISS and
HISS has often advised him of these problems,

|
|
° by the name of CHAdLES KRANERg hav1ng ‘et hlm =File both were emp10Jed
|
|

“ HlSo could not recall any person by the name of NATHAN
PERLOW. He has known ALICEAMENDHAM since about 1933 or 1934, when she
Wy Tdaeing a children“s’schoolo Her husband®s last name was POWELL,
but he could not recall his first name. In connection with the above

. named individuals, HISS could recall one with the name of §f<PCSTo
Neither did HISS know NATHAN GREGO%}%?OLVERMASTERO

He denied having met at any time with any group at the
home of HENRY COLLINS; or any other place, where government information
was discussed when those presént had no right to the information. Nor
did HISS. know of any group of individuals which met togethér for the
purpose of making government information available, oral or written, for,
the use of unauvthorized persons or the Soviet Government. He denied
having ever met as a group with the above mentioned individuals for -the
purpose of making avellable government information to an unauthorized
source,
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HISS is acqualnued with JOthABT, having first met him at
the United States Depariment of Agrlculnure in an official capacity., He
has also been acquainted with MARIAN BACHRACK, who is ABT's sister, having
net her for the f;rst tlme at the Department of Agriculture through her

hushand.,

h_wf‘HISS has never been known, 4o his knowledge, by the name
of “GENE® or "EU NE". He further knows of no individual by the name of
~ GENE or‘EUCFSQ SS having ever been empleyed at the State Departmento

A8

ﬂf{T dI&S admi.tted that he met VICTOR PERLO in 1934, but he
could not recall him too well, Since his orlglnal contact with PERLO he
has had no further contact with him and does not know of his present. where-
abouts, He met HAROLD GIASSER in an official capacity when GLASSER was an
official of the Treasury Department. He denied that he had ever placed
GLASSER in touch with a representative of the Russian Government in order
thqt hey GLASSER, might furnish government Lnformatﬁon to this unauthore
ized individual, .

HISS repeatedly denied that he had any information that
any individual in or out of the Government has ever attempted to or fur-
nished any eovernment information to an unmuthorized person.

In connection with the voluntary appearance of ALGER HISS
at the Bureau to be interviewed on March 25, 1946, he furnished the follow-
ing background: He stated that shortly af ter his return from London,
where he represented the United Statés in United Nations matters, in March
1946, he was called to the office of the thén Secretary of State, JAMES -
BYRNES. To the best of his. knowledge BYRNES advised him that certain in-
Yividuals on the "Hill" had furnished BYRNES with information showing that
HISS was too sympathetic with the Communists. HISS can recall only one
individual on bhe -"Hill" who was referred to by BYRNES, this being Repre-
sentative COX of Georgia., HISS remarked that he denled to BYIRNES that he
was a member. of the Communist Party or with any group which had Communist
téndencies, BYRNES told HISS that he, BYRNES, had contacted Attorney
General CLARK and Director HOOVER of the FBI on this matter. After dis-
cussion with BYRNES on this matter, it was agreed between them ‘that HISS
should appear ab the Buréau voluntarily in an effort to clear the allega-
tions which BYRNES had présented to HISS. HISS stated thereupon he did
visit the Bureau and talked to Assistant Dlrentor LADD on thé matter,
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Following the foregoing interview with HISS, a signed
statement was received from him and is being set out as followss

"fashington, D. C.
June 29 19470

"I, Alger Hiss, make the following statement %o Charles
CGleveland and Edward L, Grampp whom I know to be Special Agents of the
Federsal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises of any kind have
been made t¢ me to induce me to make this statement. I have been advised
that I need not make this statement and I know that it can be used against
me in a court of law.

"When I £irst went to New York 1ty to. practice law I be~
came asscclated with th Intern“tloﬁal 1 _Juridical Association, When'I be~
came DSSOClat“u this assdciation was 2 small greup which published a

pamphlet on labor law mainly. I was one 4 the -editors of the Association’s
journal., The following men, according to my recollection, contributed to
this publication: Jerome Hellerstein, Nathan Witt, Lee Prebsman and Isa-_
dore Polier, whose wiTe was Justine Wisd™(Ph.) e Tbls group was not con=-
nected with the International Labor Defense, the National Federation for
Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guild to my knowledge., To my
belief Earl Browder did not use the International Juridical Association
to adverffgéuﬁﬁé’"New Masses" or to use the mailing list of the Juridical
Association to incrcase the subseriptions to the "New Masses"., I left
this association when I came to Washington, D. C, I dc not believe that
any of the individuals in the Juridical Association were or are Communists
but have heard a number of individuals state the belief, since my associ-
ation with them, thet Lee Pressman and Nathan Witt were Communists. I
have alsc heard allegations that Polier was a Communist,

"I have never been a ngmber of or associated with the
>a3omm1ttee for Democratic Aetion or th Ioung Communist League, -I have
neéver been nor am I now a mefiber of tHe Communist Partyo Neither -am I
personally acquainted with any member of the Communist Party, to my
Anowledgeo )

"I can recall only two individuals by the name of Sayre =
Franeis B, Sayre with whom I was associated in the State Department and
D‘“"gayz ‘who was formerly with the C. A, B, and is now teaching at
Princeton University. To my knowledge neither of these individuals were
Communists,
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"My brother Doneld Hiss, a local lawyer s never worked for
Harry Bridges and to my knowlédge was never considered for °mploymcnt for
of on behalf of Bridges. I am sure my brother was riot and is not now a
member of the Communist Party.

] .

M1 am not acquainted with an individual by the name of
Whittaker Chembers. No individual by that nome has ever visited my home
on any occasion so far as I can reoalln “

"I became acg uqlntbd with Harold Ware while I was in the
* Department of Agriculture. Also I am acguainted With Cha rles Krivisky who
is now known legally as Charles Kramer, having met him Vhile e, was em~
ployed at the Dept., of Agrfm Lee Pressman and I have known each
other since my attendance at Harvard Law School, Pressman and I were as-
sociated on the Harvard Law Review at which time I wrote a "note" for the
law review on the subject; as well as I can remember, of "Yellow Dog Con-
tracts", I have known Henry Collins since childhood and consider him a
close personal friend, I cannot recall any person by the name of Nathon.
Perlow- I knew Alice Mendham quite well when she was,running a children's
school in 1933 or 1934, Her husband's last name wa%ﬁowell, but I can't
recall his first name. - I know no one by the name of ;Post, in connection
with the above individuals, neither do I know Nathan Gregory Silvermaster.

: "I have never met with any group at the home of Hénry
~Collins or any other pl ce where goverament information was ‘discussed when
people who had no right to the informgtion weré present., Nor do I know of
any group of individuals which met together without authority to make
government information available; orally or written, for the use of the
Soviet Government.-

"I first met John Abt at the Agriculiture Department in
an oi’flcla.L capacity. I have HETer attended any mecting of the foregoing
type where John Ab%t was present, neitheir have I visited at his aparmentn
I also met Marian Bachrnck at the Department of 4griculiure througn her
husband. e :

"I have never been known to iy knowledge by the name of
"Gene" or "Eugene"., I lmow of no individual by the name of "Genel..or
"Eugene" Iiss | having been employed by the State Departmer'to
W

nwy me'b with VlC'bO.C‘ Perlo back in 1934 but I can't recall
him too wells I have had no further contact with him since aporommfbely
that time and do not know of his. whereabouts at this time,
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“I met Harold Glasser in an official cap301ty as an offi-
cial of the Treasury Departmenuo "I have never placed Glasser in touch
with a Russian representative in order that he might furnish government
information to this individual. :

"The foregoing represents summaries prepared by ilessrs.
Cleveland and Grampp of oral snwers I had previously given to questions
asked orally by them in a call at my office made at their request on June
25 1947s I have read the foregoing four pages and to the best of my
knowledge they are true and correct, I was asked by igents Grampp and -
Cleveland if I would give them a signed statement on the information I
had given them orally.

'ALGER HISS
Witnesses:

EDWARD L. GRAMPP, F. B. I.
CHARLES G, CLEVELAND, F. B, I."

- On the afternoon of June 2g 1947, Mrs. PRISCILLA HISS
was 1nterv1e»ed at her home, 3210 P Street, N, W., by Special Agents
 COURTILAND J. JONES and WILLIAM H. MARR. The interview began at approxi-
“mately 4:35 Po M. and was corcluded at 5:00 P. M. The Interview was
1n1t1ated by informing Mrs. HISS that it was being conducted upon in-
structions from the Attorney General and she was also informed that she
had the right to refuse to answer any questions and maeke any statements
concerning any a]legatlons which would be brought to her ettentlono

. Mrs, HISS was 1nformed that the Bureau had 1nformatlon
to the effect that her husband; ALGER HISS, had, while employed by the
Federal Government, collected and secured 1nformat10n from the files of
the government agency and turned this information over to a third party
who was not authorized %o receive same. She was also informed that her
husband was allegedly a member of a *ing which was: formed for the purpose
of securing information from Government files and other sources and. de-.

livering such information through approprlate channeTS to the Sov1et
~Union, . ,

Mrso HISS 1mmed1atelJ commented that the «fcrementloned
allegation was "absolutely false" and requested that she be furnished
more information concerning the speeific allegation., She was advised’
that this phase of the interview would be resumed at ‘a later time and
that it was now desired that she answer questions concerning her know- -
ledge or acquaintance with various personalities,

wmfy e
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J/was employed by the Agriculture Department and has Xnovn LEE PRESSMAN

¢?

—" , ' ) ". X . &' - . . : >‘4

. In answer to questions put to her, she stated that she is
acquainted with CHARLES KRAMER that she has lmown him for a long time, -
having met him whils He and he: her husband, ALGER, were employed by the De-
partment of Agriculture. She added, however, that she has not seen KRAMER

for a number of years., She .stated that she is acqualnted with HAROLD _

{

since the latter was employed as.Assistant General Counsel for the Departu "y
ment of Agrwculbure under JERQME FRANK. : = = .
W

In regerd to HENRY COLLINS and his wife, SUSAN B. AN“HONY i1,
Mrsq HISS related that HENRY is a personal friend of ALGER HISS, that they
0w him very Well; but that she is only slightly acquainted Wlbh SUSAN B. .
‘HONY ATo Mrs. HISS also described NATHAN WITT as another old éﬁgloyee

of the Department -of Agriculture whom she and her husband had known many
years,

Mrso HISS specifically denied knowing VICTOR FERLO, state
ing that she had never heard of him. .She likewise denied belnp acqualnted
with HAROLD WARE, saying that she had never heard of him.,

Mrs., HISS was q&estiened av lehgth concerning WHITTAKER

" CHAMBERS , She immediately- deried ever hearing of the name and elaborated

by saying that she “knows no such person.” It was pointed out to her that
CHAMBERS was a former member of the Communist Party whoiénnounced his afe
filiation and subsequently entered the newspaper, field and that CHAMBERS
was well known, It was also mentioned that CHAMBERS allegedly knew lMr.
and Mrs, HISS intimately and on occasion was a guest in the HISS home.
Mrs., HISS steadfastly denled being acqualnted with him or knowing his
1dent1tya '

PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she were acqualnted with an

' .individual whose surname was SAYRE, who is reported to reside in Balti-

more, Maryland. She ‘denied being acquainted with any individual by-this
name oﬁheg/@han FRANCIS B..SAYRE, formerly with the Department of State,
and a Professor at Princeton University also named SAYRE. She was asked
if s giere acquainted with NATHAN GREGORY-STLVERMASTER and his vife,
HELENYSTLVERMASTER, and she replled in the negative.

1

, lirs. HISS was questloned concerning whether’ or not she had

crzbeen a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and
th {National League of Women . SHoppers. She denied ‘membership in the Wash~
ington Gommitiee for Democratic Action and stated that she had attended
meetlngs of the National League of Women Shoppers but did not consider
that she had ever been a member” and 'did not feel ‘that the organization

~ considered her a member,

343”
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PRTSGILLA HISS was asked if she, of her own knowledge, kncw,
or had reason to believe.that her husband, ALGER HISS, had ever secured in-
formation from Government files and given such 1nformatlon to an unauthor--
ized person, She replied by saying that she is confident he has never done

.such a thing and added that she feels this is a "malicious" charge. It was
again related to Mrs, HISS that the Bureau has reliable information that
her husband was definitely connected with, and was active in, a ring which
was organized for the specific purpose of collecting information from
Government, files, Mrs, HISS immediately branded this allegation as "a
wild, mallclou39 impogsible ‘thing.™

PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she is, or ever has been, a
member of the Communist Party. and whether or not she has ever attended any
Communist Party meetings or any Communist Party sponsored meetings, She
replied emphatically that she is not a member of the Communist Parity, never
has beeng and never expects to be; that she has never attended Communist
Party meetings and, to her ﬁnowledge, has not attended any Communist Party
sponsored meetings. She was then asked: "If you are, or ever have been;

a member of the Communist Party, would you admit it%" Mrs, HISS registered
unmi.stakable antagonism to this question and branded it an unfair question..
She seemed most reluctant to answer the question and fihally was-told that
her hesitation and apparent refusal to reply would seem to indicate that
she intended to answer the question in the negative, After considerably
more hesitation and finally with obvious reluctance and a display of” bad
grace and hostility, she replied by saying that her answer to the ques-
tion would be "yes", She insisted, however, that she definitely considered
the question of an unfair nature, N
) It was next pointed out to Mrs., HISS that since the inter-

view had reached this point, it would be appreciated if she would make a
stateément concerning how she feels concerning the Communist Party, Come
munism and Communist ideologies. ~She replied by stating. that she had al=
ready informed Agents that she is not a Communist, has never been a Com~-
munist, and does not expect to become a Communist.- She continued by saying
she feels that Communism "is Aot for us"; that she felt we should not be
anbi-Russian to the extent where this interferes with our international

_ cooperation; and that we should not hold predudlces and should rork to=

- gether through the Unlted Nations.

.

. Just prior t6 the conclusion of the interview, Mrs, HISS
'was asked if she had any further comments to make concerning the allega--
tions. She replied that in her opinion. the allegations were "just abso-

" lutely screwy'. She continued by 'stating that she felt the interview

might be inspired as part. of .an anti-ROOSEVELT program; and that she
could thlnk of no ‘sensible motlve for such “1mp0551ble" questions.
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On June 8, 1947, T-9 learned that the"TESS- faiiily expected
to be away from Washingbton during the latter part of June and all of July
1947, in Vermont and New Hampshire., HISS indicated that he expected to at-
tend a conference at Dartmouth College in August. He had also made ten-
tative arrangements to give a talk at the King-Smith School in Washington,
D, Go on August 7 on ways in which organizations and individuals can pro-
mote better interpretation of 1nternat10nal questions and help or influ-
ence foreign policy.

The HISS ‘family actually left ¥Washington, D, C. on June
189 1947, and was absent from Washington, D. C. through July 1947,

T=9 was unable to furnish any periinent information until
September 6, 1947, at which time this source learned from PRISCILLA HISS
that she was making arrangements for the transportation of her household
effects to New York City during the middle of September 1947, MNrs, HISS
told the informant that they had obteined an apartment in New York City
two blocks north of Washington Square just off Fifth Avenus. She indi~
cated that they were thinking of selling their home in Georgetown. She
also indicated to the informant thal she expected to be an Assistant In- ‘
structor in English at the Dalton School in New York City.

\ /. . This informan§ learned on September 12, 1947, that
ISHBELLULEE, the wife of DUNCAI , had taken over some of PRISCILLA HISS!'
dutiesfat the Potomac School in Washington, D, G, and that Mrs. LEE and 1

Mrs. HISS had discussed this matter togethero

It is Lo be noted that DUNCAN LEE, aécording to T~8, was
also 1nvolved in the Soviet espionage conspiracy 1n'Hash1ngton, D, G
which that source had described.

T-9 reported on September 13, 1947, that ALGER HISS and
his wife left Washington, D, C. for New York City by automobile on that
date,

ALGER HISS appeared before the Special Grand Jury of the
Southern District of New York on March 16, 1948, at which the facts in
J?'s \ the allegations of T-8 were being presented. It was learned that his i
jr testimony was a duplication of the information he has previously fur-
1¥2§ﬁ§ﬁ' nished to zgents of this offlce in the signed statement quoted herein~-
W'{vﬁﬂ

before,
e

e R .
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‘fact, DONALD HISS through his official capacity wonld be in a position

"dence in Washington, D, G. from telephone number 767 at Croton, New

: 'bO Dro ANIEL E

" HISS at Michigan 0811 in Washington, D, G, The latter number was as=-

WFO - 74=94

With reference to the allegations of T-S)‘HARQLQiQ;A§§EB
upon interview in April and May 1947 stated as follows: e =

D Th ‘,‘ P
"T first met ALGER HISS in an 1nterdepartmental comm1t~
tee meeting on the Philippine Islands Independence Act of 1938, I do not
know ALGER HISS at all socially and had very little contact with him at
any time, I am, however, much better acquainted with his brother;, DONALDu...
HISS, who for some time at the State Department handled International
Loans and Affairs, which prompbed him to have numerous contacts with me
at the Treasury Departmenta As a matter of fact I have never been so-
cially acquainted with either ALGER or DONALD HISS, I do recall meet-
ing ALGER HISS on a streetcar in 1945, and on another occasion I met
him and his wife and child while walking along the Canal, I last saw
him at the Wardman Park Hotel in September, 1946,

"I would never have been in a position to furnish ALGER
HISS or DONALD HISS any official information with regard to Treasury De-
partment international loans inasmuch as all of the international policy
actually emanated from the Department of State itself, A4s a matter of

to obtain first hand knowledge of any information that T might deVelop :
through my officisal capaclty in the Trea%ury Department regarding in-~ q
ternational loans.!

During the course of the 1nvest1vat10n of ALGER HISS
based on the allegations of T-8, the follow1ng information was also :
developeds . : : : h

It was ascertained that from August 4, 1945, through
August 31, 1945, five telephone calls had been made to the HISS resi-

CHNEIDER, Mt. Airy Road, Croton, New York, and was
discontinued orf September 26, 1945, That office advised further that
it had been learned through confldential sources that the above tele-
phone calls were collect calls made by Dr. DANIEL SCHNELDER to ALGER

York, The Newn;%yk Division ascertained that this number was listed
S

certained to be the residence telsphone number of ALGER HISS

A mail cover placed‘on the residence address of .
ALGER HISS in Washington, D. Co, 3120 P Street, N, W,, disclosed that
during May 1946, ALGER HISS received mail bearing the return address
of'DANIEL E. SCHNEIDER,; M, D,, 110 East 87th Street, New York, N, ¥,

e
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Investigation conducted by. the New York Office in 1946,
roflected that an individual named SCHNEIDER had rented a cottage from
MIC IMBALO of Mt, Airy Road, Croton, New York, since May 18, 1946,
SCHNE ER“s New York residence was given as 110 East 87th Street, New
York City. The New York Office advised that a neighborhood investigation
was not advisable 4t SCHNEIDER's summer address since that neighborhood
is completely Communistic and CIMBALO was Chairman of' the Westcheste-
County ALP and active in Union and labor affairs. e

WEQ < 74=94,

Further 1nvest1gat10n reflected that DANIEL EDWARD
SGHNEIDLR had been born in Cleveland, Ohio and was a neuropsychlatrlst
ana psychoanalyst by profession, It was ascertained that from 1935 to
1939, he had been an Assistant Alienist at Bellevue Hospital in New York
City. According to New York files, he was = member of a group of the
Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division who distributed a pamphlet,en-
titled, "XwRay Among the Psychiatry Staff", up to about June 1939, This
pamphlet urged the readers to join the Communist Party and read the
"Daily Worker". The Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division was reported
to be known as a center of Communist activities and that the Z-Ray Maga~-
zine was published by the Bellevue Unit of the Communist Party,

.§E¥f/f It is 1o be noted -that T~8 had alleged that one CEDRIC
-~ BELFRAGE had been furnishing her superior in the Soviet espionage rlng
with information. During the course of the investigation of BELFRAGE
by the New York Officeg it was ascertained on February 11, 1946, that
BELFHAGE had been in contact with JOSEPHNORPH and that on February 4,
1946 he had been in touch with one ISATO \SGHNEIDERO Both of these
individuals were described as editors of file magazine "New Masses",

and it was noted that JOSEPH NORTH resided at Mt. Airy Road, Groton—onw’
Hudsonq New York, and had long been active in Communist Party circles,

In connectlon with SCHNEIDER, it was reported that
BELFRAGE and SCHNEIDER discussed a new book belng written by ALBERT
/(KArm. Lp-was also indicated that ISADORE SCHNEIDER's wife was as HELEN -
BERLI ¥SCINEIDER and that she had Been ‘employed in the ‘office of .
}f“Amera31a" at the time that that publlcaulon had been involved in an
alleged Soviet esplonage consplracyo i

The files of the Washington Field Office do not re~
flect whether ISADORE SCHNEIDER is related to DANIEL E. SCHNEIDER.

It is noted further that during the course of the
investigation being conducted in Washington, D, C, on the basis of
the allegations of T-8, it was determined that DAVIDMIAHL at that E
time a resident of Washlngtonw D, C. was a contact ©of many of the \
1nd1v1duals allegedly 1nvolved in. the Soviet espionage ring.
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In connection with WAHL, it :LS :Lnterestlng to note that
T-ll, a former member of the Communist Party in Washington, D, C, who has
furnished considerable reliable information in connection with Communist
Party matters, stated that the informant knew DAVID WAHL to have been a
member of the Communist Party in Washington, D, . Co in the late 30s and
that WAHL had told the informant that espionage was one of the reaons why
he had been sent to Washingtony, D, C. by his Party superiors. This in-
formant related that WAHL made regular trips between New York C:Lty and;
%ashington, D, C, at bi-weekly intervals at that time :

T~10, a completely reliable soygge, advised at the end
of April 1947 that he had learned‘from\MARY JANR] "KEENEY, another indivi-
dual who was iden’clf.‘:.ed as a countaeht of many o /1 the members of the alleged ~
Soviet espionage ring in Washington, D. C.; as reported by T-8, that a
DAN and HELENYSCHNEIDER were guests at the home of' DAVID WAHL, 3 Lexington
Street, Knns;./ég'bon, Maryland, on the weekend of April 25, 1947. ' MARY JANE]
KEENEY had sken the SCHNEIDERS there at vhi ch time they had discussed an
interview by FBI agents with N'A:’l‘_l_{_A_}\l_QREGQEZ STL"EBMASTEB, and his wife,
dccording to T-8§, SIIVERMASTER was a. ring leader in “the Soviet espionage
conspiracy deseribed by her, :
MARY JANE KEENEY stated -that DAN SCHNEIDER had told her
thet & menfor in New York was bringing out a book in a couple of months
concerning the FBI in vwhich no holds were barred. It is belleved that
» SCHNEIDER referred to. a book subsequently published by ALBERT KAHN.

DA S p et o £F

Tl5 confirmed thnt DAN and NELEN SCHNEIDER were guests-
at the WAHL home during the period in question and advised further. that
‘ SCHNEIDER kad sent a ‘telegram to Z,6J. East 82nd Street, New York City in
| which he stated that the telephone service was bad and requested that he
\ received a wire every morning.

rw FEA

VEHA

T-16 believed to be a completely reliable source, ad-
{ viged that MARY JANE KEENDY on April 27, 1940, had sttended a dinner at
2 | the residence of JACK \.EARS)ALKA at vhich DAN and HELEN SCHNEIDER of New
“1 1York City were also % 41 attendance, MARSALKA was ascertained by this
office to have been a contact of many of the individnals alleged by
T-8 to be involved in Soviet esplonage activities in Washington, D. Co

—— T

« N

Wash: ngton Fleld Office files reflec'r, further that at
11:05 P, M. on the evening of April &, 1947, DAVID WAHL and &n individual,
subsequently identified as Dro DANIEL SCHNEIDER left 110 East &7th

WLl s
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Streetr and after walking around in the nelghborhood until 12 10 A, Moy,
April 9” 1947, they re-entered 110 East 87th Street, New York City. It .
was observed at that time they were making notes in a notebook.

Subsequent covt“cts between WALL and DANIE SC]NEIDER 7
are known to have occurred. ) = T s

) Tashington Field Office files also reflect that
THURMAN SCRUG%%%(;LKINS who in/1940 was recruited for Soviet espionage
in the Orient By IGNACY SAMURIXWITCZAK, advised in July 1947 that
WITCZAK hed spoken of a "Dr, Boss" who wés interested in international
relations, WILKINS stated that "Boagh might have bgen approached by
WITCZAK to perform & Soviet espionage misgion. ™DrzXTBoss" was to be-
lieved to be identical with CLAUDE ALBERT{BUSS whom WITCZAK allegedly

visited when 3USS was Director of OWI in'Sen Francisco in June 1945,

It was determineéd that BUSS had previocusly been Exeeutive Assistant

to the High Commissioner of the Philippines on the rscommendation of
ALGER HISS.

Investigaticn conducted in Washington, D, G, reflected

that the files of the Depariment of Stabte contained the following mes-

sagess

\
»

. -Radio communiéat10us between the Deparitment of State
and the High Commissioner tc the FPhilippine Islands reflect that on

December 31, 1940, the following message was sent to the High Commise
sioners

"Message G46. Further reference your 916, September lo"

N

"Mr, CLAUDE éﬁfﬁﬁss now on faculty of University of _
Southern California; Los Angeles; is available to come to Manila
immediately as Executlve Assistant, BUSS is about thirty-six
years old, married, and has two children, eight and ten respec-
tively, He is former Foreign Service Officer who has served in
the Far East, 4As a Unlver81ty teacher has specialized in our
Far Eastern relations. He is a fluent draftsman, has keen mind,
anéd pleasing personality., Should be excéellent at meeting mem-

. bers of business community and in relations with Philippine and
other officials s had Tittle administrativejtxperience and has
heretofore not found administrative duties interesting., However,
he assured me when in Washington last week %ﬁ believed he could

o
L
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adequately handle the administrative aspects of a position and

that he was prepared for a good deal of routine administrabive
correspondence aand other work, He made an excellent impression

on me and I consider that he would te satlsfactoryg and in dis-
cussing salary I think you should offer him £$7500, He is well
thought,of by those in the Department who know him., Suggest you
consul (SALISBURY, Have as yet had no response from uhe Dc& .o
parimef Tt of Gommerce, ALGER HISSY. : ;'“ :

; Under date of January 3, 1941, Radiogram #7 from the High
Commissioner from the khilippines was as follows: %For ALGER HISS; your

6L6o Appreciate your finding BUSS. Very favorably inclined toward offer—

ing him position, Before doing so I should be very much interested in
Inowing your opinion as between BUSS and NO%%%%IELD who is the better man
for the job. Also is BUSS betteT thanBERGELIN, if he is available? Have
you nef BUSSJc wife, and if so what 1s/she 11ke? Would also appreciate
“/EEBOL JONESS opinion of BUSS. Have you yet heard from Department of Com-
“herce? If Comnerce has not recommended anyone more faverably than BUSS
and.if I receive from you favorable repliies to these inquiries, I shall
‘expect tc send radicgram to BUSS offering to recommend him, I am anxious
~to lose no time in the matter.”
= On Janvary 11, 1941, Radiogram #17 was sent to the HigH
Commissioner to the Philippines as follows: "From ALGER HISS, your #7
of January 3, It is my impression that the most competent persons in the
Depariment of State consider that BUSS is under all circumstances bebter
qualified than FIELD, Do not consider I am personally familiar enough
with characteristics and personslities o6f two men to make definite choice,
BUSS would unguestiopebly be able to reach Manila sooner, Have not met
BUSS® w1fe$ but understand from colleagues of BUSS! that she is attrace
tive ana intelligent., WELDON JONES has not met BUSS who is now in Cali=
fornia, " His address is UCLA., JONES thinks highly o fiEE who is mentioned
in your #94‘ December 28, I personally should thlnkl%hat BUSS? experi-
rnce in our Foreign Service would make him better gualified than LEE.
WELDON JONES has been ‘unable as-yet to locate LEE,"

) The file reflects a copy of'a'night,le%ter directed to
subject on January 15, 1941, offering him the position as Executivé As—~
sistant to the High Commissioner of the Philippine Islands,

: It is observed that in 1940 and in 1941 ALGER HISS was
employed as a Special Assistant t¢ an Assistant Secretary of State,

~PENDING~
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‘LEAD

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE
At Washingbon, D, Do '

_ Till continue %o develop information pertinent to this
investigation and concluds the investigation requested in Bureau letter
- to New York dated January 2, 1949, '

. e |
J |
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- INFORMANT PAGE

Telo A confidential source of the Washington Field
Office from whom the active indices of the
Vlashington Gommittee for Democratic Ac“b.;.on were

obtained,
TR0
I=3
Tlo Mrs, LECRA FULLER, 2800 ¥ oodley Road9 Washlngn
torn, D, G,
pRES
T~ . b2

" b7D

T=7, Subversive files, Metropolitan Police Departmento

(With reference t0 informents T-d, 3, 4y 55 65 and 7,
the information which they furnished appears in the file entitled "ALGER -
HISS, Assistant to ddwisor on Politicsl Relations, Department of State,
INTERNAL S8ECURITY, HATCH ACT.®™ All these sources have been recontacted
in connection Wl’tal‘l the current investigation with the exception of T4,
Mrs, LECRA FULLER, 2800 Woodley Road; Washington, D, €., who is deceasedo

T8, Gonfidential Informent GREGORY.

T=9s

‘!ﬁ?&oo | | ¥U
o

Tl 20

o852
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b2
‘ T-13, b7D
TNeeldo
|
| T=150

Agents COURTLAND 7, JONES and JEROME M. SARLAND of the Washington Field
Office

: T~l6o & highly confidential sourece known to Special
|
|
|
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATION
Bbm!@o- . ¥ g
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Nrw YORK e - T, - - FLENO, 74__94
REPoRT MADE AY . “wm T Fevionrom vaicn wabx | RaroRT MADESY NPB:MAH
WASHINGTON, D. C. | - S B VW LUDWIG W. R. OBERNDORF
' o : . PERJURY; ESPIONAGE - R;
JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, was, ET'AL | INTERNAL SECURITY - R
SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS: : - A

DETAILS: |

- m\mmmd ROBERT.T. MILLER, III, noted.

InformatWOn concerning ALGER HISS in Héshlng~ ‘\$
ton Field Office files reviewed and summarized:
In 1942 HISS denied allegatlons of -CP member-
Shlp and membership in WCDA in sworn statement.
Information furnished by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS to
A, A, BERLE in 1939 and to Bureau agents on
May 10, 1945, concernlng CP Underground Move-
ment in Washington, D. C., and HI3S! alleged
_connection therewith set out. . T-8, confessed
Soviet agent, alleged in November 1945 that-
HISS involved in Soviet espionage ring in
ﬁashlngton, D. C¢ Results of investigation
‘set out. Contacts with HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr.,

CLA

. ~P - REASCH FOITEMZE
' : . Wi, t 1*»
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ALGER HI3S. This report will not include information concerning HISS®
antecedents or his educational and professional background. With respect
to this information, attention is directed to the report of Spscial Agent

LAMBERT G. ZANDER, dated January 31, 1949, at Washington, D. C- in the
instant matter.

The files reflect that on a list furnished to the
Attorney General by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House
of Representatives, of which the Honorable MARTIN DIES was Chairman, the
following information appeared:

BALGER HISS : . Legal Adviser, $5,800
3415 Volta Place, N. W, Department of State
Washington, D. C.

Member Washington Committee for Democratic Action®

In December 1941 an agent of this office contacted the
DIES Committee and ascertained that the basis for placing HISS® name as a
member of the Washingbon Committee for Democratic Action on the list furnished
to the Attorney General was the appearance of his name on & list in the
possession of the DIES Committee entitled 'Washington Committee for Damocratic

Action®. No further information was available concerning this matter from
the DIES Committee.

T-1 advised the Washlngton Field Office that the name
ALGER HISS did not, in fact, appear in the active indices of the Washington
Committee for Democratic Action; however, T~1 advised that the name of Mrs.
ALGER HISS, 3415 Volta Place, N. W. did appear in the active 1nd1ces of that
organlzatlon°

T-2, who was an employee of the Department of State,
advised that he had been acquainted with Mr. HISS for a period of five years.
During this period, the informant stated nothing had come to his attention to-
cause him to doubt Mr., HISS' loyalty. -T-2 stated that at one time he heard
that Mr. HISS and his brother, DONALD HISS, also an employee of the Department
of State, were classed as “fellow travelers®. Informant stated he was not
aware of the basis for the allegations. He stated that Mr. HISS was at one

P
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time secretary to the late Associate Justice OLIVER WENDELL HOIMES of the
Supreme Court. He stated that Justice HOILMES was considered "liberal®?
and added, "But what a liberal. In this connection, the informant’ stated
in his opinion; Mr. HISS likely absorbed some of the-beliefs of Justice
HOLMES during his association with him, and that if Mr. HOIMES is classed

as "liberal", his "liberalism®.is likely of - the same quality. T-2 stated
that it had been his observation that Mr.. HISS. is a Tstay at home", and
does not get about as much as would be to his advantage. Informant knows

of no activities of Mr. HISS away from his officé. He stated that Mr.
HISS'Y wife is p0881b1y Yhore liberal® than her husband and may possibly
have membership in "llberal organlzatlons"

T—B, who was an employee of the Department of State, adv1sed
that he was not.well acquainted 'with Mr. HISS, but that from hearsdy and
otherwise he ‘is 1ncllned to class Mr. HISS as a "Iaskl 8031allst“

T—A, who was acqualnted wmth Mr. 'HISS during the years
from 1933 to 1935, when he was employed. by the Agrlcultural Ad justment
Administratioh, desqubed Mr. HISS as being honérable in personal affairs,
but intellectually ‘dishonest. The informant stated that Mr. HISS, together
- with LEE PRESSMAN, GARDNER JACKSON, FRANK SHEA and others in the -Agri¢ultural
Adjustment Admlnlstratlon, 1nterpreted the: Agricultural Adjustment Act, not
in the spirit of the law, but in a mamnner which would suit their bellefs and
‘own private purposes. Informant stated that Mr. HISS and his associates sur-

. rounded themselves with employees in the Agricultural Adgustment Administra-
tion of their .own- ch0051ng, whom ‘they knew would fall .in line with their soecial
and economic theories. '.This informant 'stated that it was the definite purpose
of this group to change our form of Government, and to use the 1nstrumenta11ty
of the good offices of the Department of Agrlculture to further their purposes.
The informant explained that these individuals in the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration, instead of administering the law, as it was intended, to protect
-the ‘interest. of tenant farmers, deliberately used the Government's tlme and
money in an effort to unionize share croppers and tenant farmers. Informant
stated that Ythere was- nothing of Amerlca—-"My Country"Tls of Thee, in what
those boys were doing.® ..
T—4 recalled blts of conversation which the 1nformant
stated passed between Mr HISS LE E PRESSMAN and others during this period.
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Informant recalled that one of the persons involved had stated that the

#Okies would be the best people to change order, and that Migrant labor

was their meat." Informant stated that the use of professional agitators

was made in comnection with the attempt to unionize share croppers. T-4
stated that in this connection, at one time a report was made concerning

share croppers in the State of Arkansas, and that the report was considered

a2 confidential report to which the public was not entitled. Shortly there-
after, soms 219 communications were addressed to the Department of Agriculture,
in the nature of "demands" that this report be made public., Informant stated
that the sources of these communications were traced and were found to be
organizations which could lave no possible interest in the report, or information
as to its existence, and in many cases it was found that fictitious return
addresses had been used. T-4 stated concerning Mr. HISS, "If he was not a
Communist, he was a fellow travelert. Informant adv1sed that Mr. HISS vas

cne of the organizers of the Lawyers Guild and stated that he possibly had

. ®an overdose of Harvard®. T-4 further stated that he was "quite 2 Marxisth.

Informant stated that Mr. HISS was very shrewd and that due to his shrewdness
he was not included in the %purge® which took place in the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration in 1935,

In comnection with the information stated above, and
attributed to informant T-4, it may be stated that T-4, maintained a diary |
at the time the events stated above were alleged to. have taken place. The
diary records the impressions of informant at the time of the activities of
Mr. HISS and his associates. Quotations from this diary, which appeared to
be indicative of the informant!s impressio‘ns are stated below:

“Admlnlstrauors, who don't happen to be lawyers are
certainly at the mercy of a motley crew possessed of
appalling energy°”°

"iedanwhile, mén who have never been closer to a farm

than the campus of Harvard or Columbia, may have fiown to
Arkansas to lend a helping hand to sharecroppers-~terribly
worked up over their sad plight.t

-#&nd if you go to the Capitol, you will find them like
locusts swarming in Committee rooms-—-especially the
Munitions Invesbigations Commlttee, Civil Liberties
Committee, etc.t
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T am sick when I see at close range men using the
undoubtedly high purposes and motives of the President,
to put over their fantastic ideas, financed beyond
their wildest dream., A4nd do you think the group of
vwihom I speak could await the slow process of education
in order to better conditions? That gives them a
laugh.®

#Honest men, in sympathy with the President's program,
simply cannot conceive of the situation.®

"I have no quarrel with their being anything they want
to be, but I do object to the mantle of democracy
being used in the way it is. And I do object to the
superciliousness of this group when dealing with the lawyers
not o their own bresd. And, as to Government service?
They don't kmow what it means. - Just say, as actually
happened, that such a thing could not be done. The
question shot back promptly was, 'Why'? Because there
is a law which prohibits it they were told. The answer
came back promptly, 'Oh, we'll change that'. And, by
golly, that's what they are .doing".

For instances In the group were JERCME FRANK, with
three lieutenants, ALGER- HISS, LEE PRESSMAN, FRANK SHEA.
These men, not Mr. FRANK, brought in a group of men of
their own choosing.. I smile when I read of politieal
appointments. ALGER HISS gave orders not to let any
Member of Congress even see JEROME FRANK, because he
might do what they wanted."

ey begin to believe a few less.'brilliant' lawyers, with

some knowledge of agriculture, and a less socialistic
viewpoint might have been able to produce laws Just as
unconstitubional.® ,

Wen credited Wlth advising the President, writing the
laws, admlnlsterlng them, are seizing the opportunity to

\
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put forward their own half-baked ideas. That is being
charitable to them. Some of them are deliberately trying
to set one group against another, possibly feeling they
are honest, but if so, why go to the trouble of being so
plausible in disguising their motives that even sane,
sensible men give them the benefit of the doubt? Why

not say, what I've heard them say privately? ‘'Labor should
run the Government'! said one; 'better for all industry if
it were run by the .Government' .contributes another; and
ever and always 'down with the profit motive?.® )

#then the so-~called fpurge! took place I71l admit I

was stunned by its suddenness, but if CHESTER DAVIS had
not acted then, well, he would not have been the CHESTER
DAVIS whom I had known of for many years through my
agricultural contacts. However, not even he, being a
mere mortal, could have known all the behind~the scenes
stuff. No one can work with an organizdtion and betray
it, if he has any sense of loyalty, and no one working
with JERCME FRANK would betray him - that is, except those
in whom he placed most confidence -~ misguidedly. So,
CHESTER DAVIS today has only the most sketichy idea of what
actually happened. However, the day after the purge,
JEROME FRANK's lieutenants acted according to their
temperaments .~ they ran true to form. PRESE - faced with
no Jjob, and an opportunist at all times, made the amazing

statement that he 'had been one of JEROME's severest

critics® and therefore should be retained. HISS, more
suave, who wds in reality a more dangerous person than
PRESSMAN because not as obnoxious personally, managed
to retain his feooting and became one of the lawyers most
relied upon to go to the front - and how many fronts he
is serving on is a tribute to the young manis amazing

~energy, plausibility and all around colossal nerve.%

Lets take these three men one at a time;‘ First - ALGER
HISS. Yor months during 1934 he- served with the Munitions
Investigation Committee - detailed from AAA. He worked
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on the 1934 amendments to the AAA on the side
‘ directing his corps of hand-picked assistants. Some
; ‘ of the work of the Munitions Committee found its way
‘ into the AAA office - many stenographers were engaged
in assisting, at a time when we were short of help.
In the fall of 1934 he was,very busy, all over the place,
and when February 1935 came, he managed to stay long
enough, and work smoothly enough to leave in charge of
the work at the Capitol cne of his trusted subordinates.
HISS, it seemed, had impressed Chairman-NYE - hence his
selection for that work. Few people knew how close he
was to the group pressing for the inquiry. After knowing
that JERCME FRANK had never signed an opinion without
ALGER's 0.K. and moreover that JEROME signed many opinions
without going into them fully, just listening to ALGER's
specious reasoning, and seeing that JEROME had to stand
the gaff while ALGER landed into the counsels of the mlghty,
I'm willing to give the young man credit for ‘anything, in-
¢luding hypnotic powers.h

WALGER HISS had a force working under him for a solid year
-to prove that all landlords were crooks - to stir up share-
croppers, and as -one agriculturist in a southern State

- commented - 'into the opinions of the Legal Division there
are being included more and more, provisions designed to

" overthrow the land denure system of the Southt. The share-
cropper difficulties.were publicized through the medium
of farm organizations which sprang up in New York overnight;
Leagues for this and that; but the real crew worked right
in our office. Tawyers who never came closer to a famm
than the campus of Harvard and Columbia, were-all wrought .
up over matters in Arkansas.!

T-5, who-was in a position in the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration to observe Mr. HISS during his émployment there, stated that
Mr. HISS was not one of the persons requested to resign from the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration in the "purge" of 1935. This informant stated that
he had no doubt whatever 'that some members of the staff were "extreme left-
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w1ngers“ and stated that he always felt like GARDNER JACKSON might even carry
a Communist Party card.. He.stated, however, that he had never con51dered
ALGER HISS in the same 11ght and had no doubt at that time as to his loyalty.
He stated that Mr. HISS resigned from the position because he, HISS, felt
officials of the Agrlcultural Adjustmént Administration mo longer had the

confidence in him, whlch so far as. the 1nformant was concerned was not the
case. '

T-5 'recalled that one of the chief difficulties that arose

) in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration was the attempt of the Legal

Division to interpret the Act, not according to the intent of Congress, but in
accordance with their own views. In this connection, informant stated that he
confronted ALGER HISS with the fact and HISS stated the law might be subject
to more than one interpretation.:

T—6 who professed £0. have been at one tlme a member of
the . Communist Party, adv1sed that he was not dcquainted with ALGER HISS dur~ -
ing the time of the informant's- membershlp in the Party. - He stated he under~
stood certain New York Communists had a connection at the 3tate Department,
through whom certain considerations could be recelved but was unable to state
the source of his 1nformat10n.

—7, who maintains files concerning subversive activities
in the District of Columbia, advised that his files containedno information
concerning Mr. HISS other than mention of his name as an employee of the -
Agrlcultural Adgustment Admlnlstratlon at the: tlme of. the "purge'.

* On February 14 1942, Mr. ‘HISS, after being duly sworn,,
made the follow1ng voluntary statement the original of which was retained
in the files of this office.. He decllned to return to this office to sign
the statement stating that he saw.no netessity for doing so, inaspmuch as he
felt certain the statement would be typed as he had dictated it.
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"Hashington, D. C.

February 14, 1942

#3tatement of ALGER HISS made in the presence of

Special Agent G. D. KING Jdr., and Stenographer ZCNA McARTHUR,
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon. Questions are by Mr. KING.

ﬁQO

nA,
"Q,

"A °
g,

. /
Are you Mr. ALGER HISS employed as an A381stant
to the Advisor on Political Relatlons of the
Department of State?

I am.

Mr. HISS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has

been empowered by the 77th Congress of the United
States under Public Law No. 135 to investigate the
employees of the Federal Government who are alleged
members of the subversive organizations or who

advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government and
report these findings to the Congress. The purpose

of this interview today is to allow you an opportunity
to answer questions regarding information which has
been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
concerning alleged activity on your part. The questions
I am about to ask you may be answered if you so désire,
and you will be given an opportunity to include any
statement which you feel is necessary to fairly

present your side of this inguiry. A copy of the report
of this investigation will be furnished to the agency

which employs-you. In order that the statement may
have particular .credence, you will be placed under

oath. Do you have any objections to that?®

Not at all.
Will ‘you stand please and raise your right hand? Do

you solemnly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, so help you God? .

| ‘_’s
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I do.

Mr. HISS, what is your preéent home address,
please sir?

3415 Volta Place, Northwest, Washington, D. C. .

&nd would you tell us please how long you have
been employed by the Department of State?

About five and one-half years, I think.

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever been a
member of the Washington Committee for Democratic
Action?

I have not.

Have you ever attended any meetings of that
organization or received any of its literature

to your recollectlon?

I certainly have never attended any meeting, and I
have no recollection of receiving any of its

literature.

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever been a
member of the Communist Party?

I am not ‘and never have .been.

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the

" Young Communist League?

I have not and never have beén.

Have you ever attended any meétings or received any
literature to your recollection of these two
organizations? -
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Not to my recollection have I received any
literature, and I know I have never attended
any meetings.

Mr. HISS, do you now or have you ever advocated
the overthrow of the present form of Government

" which we enjoy in the United States?

I certainly have not. There is only one Govern-
ment that I want %o overthrow and that is HITLER's.

Mr. HISS, have you ever advocated dlsloyalty
to our presont form of Government?

I havernota'

At this time, Mr. HI5S, you may have the opportunity .
of making any statement you deem pertinent to this
inguiry you so desire.

Well, that is a big order. I think the best state-
ment I can make is really a question. This all
comes as a ‘great surprise to me, and I'd like to
find out what it is all about if it is.proper to
ask. I have always been a staunch supporter of the
ROOSEVELT administration éver since it came in. -

As I informed you at the beginning ~- possibly then
you didn't quite grasp, not knowing what was coming

,later -~ _that under Public Iaw No. 135 which was

passed by the 77th Congress, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation was empowered by that Congress under that
Law to investigate the employees of the Federal
Government who are alleged members of subversive
organizations.

Tt was the word alleged .that I was addressing myself
to. I wondered what the allegations were, because it

was news to me. I think the purpcse of the resolution
is laudable.
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I am not at liberty to furnish you the information
from the files.

But if you could give me some indication of what
it was you had in mind, I would knov what to address
my statement to.

T couldn't give you any indication. The only indica-
tion is hy the questions I have already asked you

as to what the allegation could possibly be. That is
all I am at liberty to furnish you. .

As far as the statement is concerned, not knowing the
allegations which were referred to in the Statute, I
don't know what particular kind of statement would be
helpful. My background and record, I assume, are
available to you anyway. I am a 1awyer by training.-

I have been employed by the Federal Government half

of the time since I graduated from law school, and

the rest of the time I was employed in a prlvate

law firm in Boston and New York. I came down here in
1933 at the behest of the Government. I remained
according to my statement at the behest of the Govern-
ment., I think I could have made a good deal more money

~if I had stayed.in the private practice of law in

New York. My reason for coming to Washington was

not to make money, but to be helpful to the country. .
As a lawyer, I don't ascribe any significance to
self-serving statements, but without knowing what
specific kind of things -you have in your files, which
it is not proper for you to disclose, I really don't

 know what to say that would be helpful to you in

the way of a statement.

Wéll, this is not a hearingﬂ This is purely a
voluntary interview, and the interview is made a

- part of the investigative report in our file. Is

there anything further you wish to say?
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wA. " . I'd like to ask whether I am at liberty to inform
‘my immediate superior of the Department of State
of the fact that you called me in here.

"Q. That is entirely up to youﬂ

A&t the bime ‘the above information was developed, HISS
resided at 3415 Volta Place, N. W., Washington, D. C., and was Assistant to
the Advisor on Political Relations of the Department of State.

On May 4, 1945, the Bureau furnished this office with
certain notes which had been made by Mr. 4. A. BERLE, former Undersecretary
of State, U. S. State Department, who received the information from one
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in September 1939. It was stated that CHAMBERS was an
admitted member of the Communist Party from 1924 to 1937, and at one time
was Editor of the "Daily Worker® and subsequently was Editor of "New Masses¥.

- CHAMBERS had pointed out that the Communist Party at that time was' interested

in the organization of a Government Underground in Washington, D. C., and
this underground movement was originally headed by HAROLD WARE.

The following is set out from the original notess

fL.ondon , ~ Underground Esplonage Agent.

(l) Dr. PHILIP ROSENBLIETT ~ Formerly of (Alst St. & B’way, NE)
Dr. GREENBERG ~ MD (West 70th NY
Brother-in-law
American leader of British Underground C.
Head in America Mack ‘Moren (alias Philipoviteh
-~ allegedly. Yugoslav) -
real name ~ ?

ROSENBLIETT - in U.S. S ’
connected with Pr. ISADOR MILLER - Ghemlst's Club -~ 41st St.
“ Ghemlst, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, N. J.
was Tfront! behind MACK MOREN ex1sted ~ in
‘ . MILLER's employ '
Knew PRESSMAN - his alias was 'COLE PHILIPS' -
Introduced him to MACK MOREN, buying arms
~ for Spanlsh (Loyallst) Gov't° -
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PRESSMAN ~ as counsel - helped MOREN - made
a flight to Mexico with him; forced dovm .
at Brownsville, Tex. in late '36 or early
137 - probably fall of '36.

PRESSMAN
Underground organized by the late HAROLD TARE, PRESSMAN
was in his group - (1932-377) PRESSMAN then in the
AQA Ao -
. NATHAN WITT - Secretary of the NLRB - head of the
underground group after HAROLD WARE -

JOHN ABT ~ followed WITT in that group -
Tax Div'n ~ Dep't of Justice & now
1n CIO (M. WARE's widow - JESSICA SMITH
Ed. Sov1et Ru331a)

Mr. ABT - Slster- MARION BACHARACH - Secretary
- Communist from Minnesota.
(JEDSICA SMITH: With Rauters in 1926 -
. friend of LOUIS FISGHER)

Meeting place: JOHN ABT!s house - 1l5th St. :
CHARLES KRIVITSKY - alias CHARLES KRAMER - (C.I.O. )
- worked .in. Ia-Follette, Commlttee - .
Phys101st. .

VINCENT RENO ~ Now at Aberdeén Prov1ng Grounds -
Formerly CP  Computer - Math. Assist. to Col. ZORNIG
organizer under(Aerlal bomb sight Detectors)
alias 'LANCE CLARK.®

PHILIP RENO ~ in Social Security (27) -
was head of Underground Trade .Union Group
Political leader :

ELINOR NELSQN, treasurer of Fed. Employees' Union -

T (Fed. Vorkers' Union,. C.I.O. - 'headed by
JAKE BAKER) ' ,

=
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RENQ connected with Baltlmore Party
organizer - BENJAMIN (BUNDEY) FRIEDMAN
alias FIELD - then California - then Russia
~ now orgarizer for Baltimore & Washingbon
of Above-Ground Party -~ Underground connections -

state

Post -~ Editorship, Foreign Service Journal
was in Alexandria Unit of CP -~ in
. "Underground Apparatus! -
DUGGAN - LAURENCE - (Member CP 77)

(hADLEIGH) WADLEY — Trade Agreement oectlon ,
LOVELL -~ u no ) ; -
* Communist Shop Group ‘
ELINOR NELSON - LAURENCE DUGGAN - -JULIEN WADLEIGH -
West Buropean Div'n - FIELD -~ still in -
(LEVINE says he is out went into I.E.Q.
“Thén in Committee for Repatriation
His leader was HEDDA GOMPERTZ

ot ot e s e ey e

TAUGHLIN CURRIE: Was a 'Fellow Travéler! -
elped various Communists ~.never went the .
~whole way. ~ _ ‘ .

o o et e s o g+

SQEQCQ -

PHILIP RENO ~ used to Be"‘

Treasury
SCHLOMER ADLER (SOL ADLER?) - e : o
Counsel's Office : |
Sends weekly ‘reports to C.P (Gen. Gounsel's Offlce)
FRANK COE — Now teacher at McGill.
‘ There are two: brother - -One of them
t - in CP's 'Foreign Bureau' - BOB COE,

T -

g2 -
SHEE—
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Known. from PETERS - formerly in Bela Kun
Govt. Agricultural Commissariat — called Gandosz{?)
Then to Russia - then here, in Business Office of"
Communist paper 'Uj Elori! - then, after 1929 -
. head of CP . Underground, lived in Hamilton' Ap’ts°
Woodside, L. I. - under alias 'SILVER! - & .
- lectured in Communlst camps -.
Friend: !'BLAKE! of 'Freihéit' - Real name -
WEINER - American: Polish Jew. -
PETERS was respon81ble for Washlngton Sector
Went' to Moscow - where is.he now? -
Wife - a Comintern courier. - -
‘West Coast - Head: !'The 0ld Man' - VOLKQOV is
his real name - daughter a Comintein
"~ courier. He knows the West Coast
underground - Residence: San Francisco
or Qakland - ‘ s

" ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG - Politburo -
: member of the Exec. Committee
Head of GPU in U.S.
‘ WerS'with PETERS -

,Plans for two Super—battleshlps -
secured 1n 1937 - who gave -
- KARP - brother—ln—laW'of MOLOTOV —=work1ng
with SCOTT FERRIS, got thls released -

Now: Naval Architect worklng on 1t, why??
FIELD was original contact , ’
Hé introduced DUGGAN to GOMPERTZ (HEDDA)
- DUGGAN's relationship was casual -
Shall excuse? - Where 1s HEDDA
COMPERTZ? - . _
DUGGAN & FIELD supposed to have
heen both members of party. '
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DONALD HISS e 0 S e

(Philippine Adviser) :

* Member of C.P. with PRESSMAN & WITT -
Iabor Dep't. ~ Asst. to FRANCES PERKINS -
Party wanted him there - to .send him
as arbitrator in BRIDGES -trial -
Brought ‘along by brother -~

ALGER HISS '

Ass't to SAYRE - CP - 1937

Member of the Underground Com. - Actlve
Baltimore boys -

Wlfe ~ PRISCILLA HISS- Socialist - -
Early days of . Nﬂw Deal - '

Note - When LOY HENDERSON interviewed Mrs. RUBENS his report 1mmed1ate1y
went back to Moscow. Who sent it? - Such came from.Washlngton u

WHITTAKER CHAMBERS was 1nterv1ewed on May 10, 1945, by
agents of the New York Office in his offices 4in the Time and Llfe Building,
Rockefeller Center, New York City. During the course of this interview,
CHAMBERS statéd that after a term of service as Editor of the "New Masses®
he was brought in contact with a man whom he knew simply as ARTHUR. ARTHUR
introduced CHAMBERS to & man whom he recognized as a former Treasurer of
a Hungarian Communist newspaper who had'also published numerous articles on
-Commuriism under the name of J. PETERS. ARTHUR introduced this man as PETER.
The latter told CHAMBERS that CHAMBERS would act as a courier between himself

- and ARTHUR until further notice.. During the cdourse of this interview,-
CHAMBERS also related considerable information which had come to him concerning

. ‘the operations of the Soviet 1nte111gence serviceé with which he believed

- ARTHUR to be assoclated‘ In.approximately 1935 'his courier activities between
ARTHUR and PETER ceased. . At that time he was instructed by PETER to ‘contact

- HAROLD WARE in Washlngton, D. C., and was told that he would act as a connect-
ing link between HAROLD WARE in Wéshlngton and PETER in New York-City.
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"In approximately 1935 he was instructed by PETER to contact
HAROLD WARE in Washlngton, D. C. and was told he would be the comnecting link
between WARE and PETER in New York City, and that in addition. to these activities
as a courier he would also serve as a morale officer giving people talks and
indoctrination talks to the Underground group headed by WARE. CHAMBERS ex-
plained that WARE was the leader of a group of men composed of government
employees in high salaried positions who were Communist members, but whose
activities with the Party as such had ceased when they were transferred to the
Undergroumd of the Communist Party. He stated further that there were several
organizations of this Underground, each consisting of approximately six to ten
individuals who did not know of the existence or members of any of the other
units but who maintdined liaison through the leaders. He advised that he, him-
self, was the liaison between the particular unit headed by HAROLD WARE and
PETER and that he did not know of any of the operations of the other liaison
men between PETER and underground units in Washington, B. C. He stated that
the organization headed by WARE was composed of approximately eight individuals,
and that almost everyone of these was himself a leader of another underground unit
operating in Washington gnd consisting of six to eight members.’

CHAMBERS stated he identified the follow1ng individuals as
"having been members of the partlcular Underground unit in which he was interested:

- JOHN ABT . CHARLES KRAMER

" LEON PRESSMAN . ALGER HISS -
- HENRY COLLINS o DONALD HISS.

NATHAN PERLOW. - - - NATHAN WITT

He stated ‘theré were two other unidentified individuals,
one of whom had the last name of POST.

. Accordlng to CHAMBERS thls group had as its meeting place
the v1011n studio belonging to HELEN WARE, the sister of HAROLD WARE, which was
located above a florist shop on: Connectlcut Avenue at Dupont Circle. They also
met ih the homes of the individuals comprising the group. In addition to the
violin studio belonging to HELEN WARE, hestated meetings were heldat JOHN ABT's
house on 15th Street; the apartment of HENRY GOLLINS on St. Matthews Court over
- a8 garage, which was the principal meeting place of the group, and that one night
they met at the home of KRAMER.. :
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In connection with ALGER HISS, CHAMBERS recalled that while
he was in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration he had met on several
occasions with HAROLD WARE's group, and that he had usually attended when the
group meetings were held at HENRY COLLINS' house. He added that when HISS
went into the NYE Committee which was investigating armaments, he was segregated
from the group and had no more official contacts with them but did meet
socially with a lot of them and was particularly close to JOHN ABT's 51ster,
MARION BACHRACH. . .

When GHAMBERS was asked whether or not he believed that
HISS might have broken with the Party, he stated he had no reason to believe
he may have dropped out, and as-a reason for this belief explainéd that after
he had broken with the Party he had made a special trip to HISS! home in
Georgetown, Washington, D..C., with the purpose of talking HISS into breaking
away from the Party. CHAMBERS explained that when he arrived PRISCILIA HISS
‘was the only one there and while CHAMBERS momentarily excused himself to go
to the bathroom he observed Mrs. HISS immediately .go to the telephone
obviously to get in touch with Party members. CHAMBERS immediately returned
to the room and awaited the arrlval of ALGER HISS.

When HISS arrived they had dinner together at his home and

then CHAMBERS talked with HISS all night long in an effort to persuade HISS
to. leave the Party. CHAMBERS stated that with tears streaming down his face
HISS bad refused to break with the Communists and had given as a reason for
not breaking his loyalty to his friends and principles. CHAMBERS stated his
reason in ‘going to HISS in order to get him to break away from the Communist
Party was that he personally thought an awful lot of HISS and considered him

. an intelligent and decent young man vhose bBetter judgment should have led him
to break with theCommunist movement. CHAMBERS pointed out that in his opinion
one of the strongest reasons for HISS' maintaining contact with the Communist
Party was the fanatlcal loyalty to ‘the Communist Party-on the part of HISS?!
w1fe°

: _ In November 1945, T—8 a confessed Soviet espionage agent
and courler, furnished considerable 1nformatlon concerning the operations of a
Soviet espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C.. This informant alleged
that HAROLD GLASSER, an employee of the o S. Treasury Department had been
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a member of the ring, and stated that GIASSER had been working in Europe for

- the Treasury Depariment and had dropped-out of the so-called PERLO group in

Washlngton, D, C., which group the informant had named as one phase of the
espionage conspiracy. The informant stated that VICTOR PERLO, alleged head of
this group, had'told her that GLASSER had asked him if he, GLASSER, would be

able t6 return to the PERLO group. PERLO, in explaining why GLASSER had left

the group originally, stated that GLASSER and one or two others had been
taken some time before by an American in a government agency in Washington,
D. C., and had been turned over to some Russian. PERLO told the informant .
that he did not know the identity of this American, and that CHARLES KRAMER,
also a prominent figure in theespionage ring, as far as he, PERLO, knew, was
the only person who had possession of this information. While talking with
KRAMER at a later date in New York City, the informant brought this matter up
and KRAMER stated that the person who had originally taken GLASSER away from
the PERLO group was named HISS and that he was employed by the U. S. State
Department.

1%

The informant stated that "JACK", a Russian contact, advised
of the information relative to GLASSER and in the Spring of 1945 the informant
obtained an article concerning the State Department from the newspaper “WPMW
in which HISS was mentioned. At that time "JACK“ stated -to the informant that
he had learned the 1dent1ﬁy .of HISS.

The informant stated further that on one occasion, GREGORY
SILVERMASTER, another alleged member of the espionage ring, complained to the
informant that VICTOR PERLO was upsetting éxisting arrangements among the
members.of his group in Washington and asked if ‘the informant could do some-
thing to remedy the situation. The informant told NBILLY, a Russian contact,
about the SILVERMASTER complaint and he stated that he knew a persoh named
WGENE®, who could "lay down the law to those boys and straighten them out®.
The informant stated that it was his impression he was referring to HISS who
had been mentioned in the B#PMM artidéle .and who was stated to be an advisor to’
DE&N‘&CHESON in. the State Department.

As a result of the allegatlons of T-8, an 1nvest1gat10n was
1nst1tuted by this office late in November 1945, in the course of which the
following information was developed. Unless noted to the contrary, this

'1nformat10n was furnished by T—9, a source close to ALGER HISS and his mafe,'
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PRISCILLA HOBSON HISS, to.whom both imparted considerable information concern-

ing their activities and contacts. T-9 is .considered to be completely reliable
by this office, :

It was determined that HISS, with his wife and one child
resided at 3210 P Street, N. W.; that he was employed at the Department of
State in the Office of Spec1al Political Affairs.

Phyéical surveillances conducted from November 26 to 30,
1945, reflected that HISS wént regularly to his place of employment in the

State Department, 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., during this
_ period.

‘ On the evening of Novembér 27, 1945, an, unidentified man
was observed leaving the HISS home. He proceeded to 1320 - 31st Street, N. W.
He was subsequently identified as JAMES DONNELL TILGHMAN of that address.
. T-9 advised that TILGHMAN, who by that time was a resident. of Baltimore, was a
visitor at, the HISS home on December 28, 1946, and was determined thereafter
to have been in fairly frequent contact -with ALGER HISS. Investigation re-
flected that TILGHMAN was.a native of Baltimore who had been employed in the
Federal government with the Federal Writers'® Project, the A.A.A. and finally
the Department of State.

On “the evening of November 30, 1945, a couple subsequently
identified as HAROLD W. STEIN and LORIN S. STEIN, visited the HISS home.
Accordlng to T~9, the HISSes and STEINs were in touch with one another period-
ically in 1946, Investigation reflected that STEIN had been born in New York
Clty and after attending Yale University had been employed as a teacher before
301n1ng the Government service in 1934 with the F S.R.C. Trom December 1935
to. May 1939 he was with the Works Projects. Administration with a brief period
in 1938 as Trial Examiner with the National ILabor Relations Board. From 1939
to 1941 he was Assistant Director of the Hearings Branch of the Wage and
Hour Division of the Department of Labor. In November 1941 he joined the
War Productlon Board in the Offlce for Emergency Managemento

‘ An 1nvest1gat10n of STEIN was conducted at that time and
various individuals with whom he had previously been employed in the govern-

ment service described STEIN as "pinkish", “definitely leftist and otherwise
Commumnistically inclined". - “
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One RALPH DeSOLO of Brooklyn, New York, a former member
of the Communist Party, and one EDWIN BANTA of New York, also a former
rember of the Communist Party, stated that STEIN had permitted a sitdown
strike in a Federal Arts Project under his supetrvision in New York City.
The indices of the House Committee oh Un—~American Activities list STEIN
as a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and Mrs.
STEIN as a member of the Washington Bookshop Association. Both of these
organizations were cited by the Attorney General of the United States as-
coming within the ,purview of Executive Order 9835.

Physical survelllances reflected that among HISS?
associates at the Department of State were ISAAC N. P. STOKES, II; .
GORDON B. STRONG and ELWOOD N. THCMPSON. T-9 reported that THOMPSON and
HISS appeared to be very friendly and that their business relationship
appeared to carry over into the social 'field. The files of this offlce
contained no information concernlng ‘these individuals.

On December l 1945, HISS and his family visited his
brother, DONALD HISS at 3030 Q Streeu, N. W., Washington, D. C. On December
2, 1945, the HISS family drove to Baltimore and visited HISS' mother, Mrs.
‘CHARLES A. HISS'and his sisters, LUCY and MARY C. HISS. That evening lr.
and Mrs. HISS visited the home of LEONARD OUTHWAITE, 1708 -~ 21st Street,

N. W., Washington, D. C., and the home of his brother, DONALD HISS at ?030
Q Streebt, N. Wo Mr. and Mrs. OUTHWAITE visited the home of ALGER HISS on
the evening of December 4, 1945. OUTHWAITE was identified as a former
employee of the Veterans Administration, the National Resources Planning
Board, the War Production Board and the Federal Security Agency and as a
Lecturer and Author of some prominence in the field of Anthropology,

On the morning of December 4, 1945, a couple subsequently
identified as Mr. and Mrs. BEN T. MOORE.of 3101 P Street, N. W., Washington,
D. C., were observed being driven downtown by Mr. and Mrs. HISS in the HISS
automobile. This couple had also visited the HISS on the evening of November
29, 1945, BEN MOORE visited the HISS home for dinner on September 21, 1946,
and according to T-9, the two families were apparently quite friendly with
each other. . Investigation reflected that MOORE had. been born in New Jersey
and after attending Swarthmore College and Columbia University he served as a
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Research Assistant for the U. S. Senate Munitions Committee in 1934 and 1935.
From 1939 to 1941 he was an Associate Economist with the U. S. Department of

Agriculture and from 1941 to 1943 he was employed by the O0ffice of Production
and Management and the War froduction Board. He entered military duty in the
Summer of 1943. His wife was employed by the War Department in 1944, accord-
ing to a credlt report.

-On the evening of December 8, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. HISS visited
the Metropolitan Club and later-visited the house of Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH COY
. GREEN, 10 Quincy Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland. Mr. GREEN was identified as an
employee of the Department of State.

- On the evening of December 10, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. HISSwere
“the guests of -LAWRENCE MEREDITH CLEMSON SMITH of 3230 Reservoir Road, N. W.,
Washington, D. C: OMITH was identified as a State Department employee who had
previocusly been with the Federal Security Agency and the Office for Emergency
Management, the Department of Justice, the Security and Exchange Commission,
the National Recovery Administration and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation
since 1933. Mrs. SMITH was reported to be a member of the Washington Committee
for Democratic Actlon, mentioned hereinbefore.

At approx1mately this time, T-10, a completely reliable
source who had close personal contact with both ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS,
advised that PRISCILIA HISS had indicated that ALGER HISS would sail for London
around December 27 or 28, 1945. This informant also reported that both Mr. and
Mrs. ALGER HISS had been spending a lot of time on the problem of Atomic Energy
which was related .to his work on the United Nations. HISS was reported to be
working actively on this and Mrs. HISS had been attending daily Senate hearings
on the subject. Together they had been attempting to read and understand the
SMYTH Report. On December 15, 1945, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS was reading
HENRY D. SMYTH's book "Atomic Energy for Military Purposes“

. . On Deoember 18, 1945, T-9 learned that PRISCILLA HISS had
been in'.contact with an .individual known to the informant only as LOLA.

On Jamuary 18, 1946, they discussed the Town Hall program of January 17, 1946,
the topic of Wthh was "What Does ‘the Returning -G.I. Expect at Home?" During -
this conversation, Mrs. HISS described the audience as the Junior Chamber of
Commerce and stated they had nevertheless given terrific applause to the very
progressive remarks of BILL MADULDIN, the Cartoonist and another individual.
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The individual known as LOLA stated she had liked the statement in which the
speaker had said that he was going to join two organizations, the American
Legion and the Union, and added she also liked the point that veterans after
all were not capitalists that they were laborers and were essentially wage
earners. Mrs. HISS stated that that is what democracy is and that there
were thousands who are incipient leaders and could go to Congress tomorrow.
This individual was subsequently identified as Mrs. ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, also
knowvn as LOLA G. HORTON. She was & member of the Washington Committee for
Democratic Action. - '

Confidential Informants reported that she was generally
regarded as a radical and had possibly participated in the activities of
organizations regarded as radical. She was reported to have been active in
consumer organizations in the District of Columbia, was a member of the League
of Women Shoppers in Washington in 1940 and 1941 and was elected as a
delegate to the National Convention of the League of Women Shoppers. Her
husband, ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, entered the government' service as Director
of Informatlon in the Office for Emergency Management in July 1941,
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On December 22, 1945, HISS advised T-9 that he was going to
Bal timore that afternoon to visit his mother.

On December 25, 1945, this informant learned that ALGER HISS
had notified his brother, DONALD, that he was leav1ng for London in a few
days in .connection with a UN Conference to be held in London.

This informant also reported that during the last half of
December, HISS was engaged primarily in arrangements for this conference.
According to the informant, HISS was apparently out of Washington on
Decembur 19, 1945,

He departed for New York City on December 29, 1945, and
salled from New York City for England aboard -the SS QUEEN ELIZABETH on
December 31, 1945,

: HISS was absent from the United States from December 31,
1945 until February 20, 1946, on which date T-9 reported that he had re-
turned to his'home in Washington, D. C,, having flown back from Englando

_ On December 30, 1945, T=9 reported that Mrs, HISS appeared
to be frlendly with one DOROTHEA BLAISDELL., Her name was reported to
appear on the membership list of the Washington Committee for Aid to
‘China, which informants of this office have reported as having been or—
ganized as a Communist front group. Her husband, DONALD CHRISTY BLAIS~
DELL, was reported to have been in contact with Mrs. HISS during June

1946

Investigation of BLAISDELL reflected that he had been con~
nected with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in 1935 and
had subsequently entered the government service with the Department of
States His name appeared on an alleged membership list of the Washing=~
ton Committee for Democratic Action in the possession of the House Com-
mittee on Un—American Activities. BILAISDELL denied membership in this
organization in a signed statement furnished in March 19420

» On February 4, 1946, T-9 reported that Mrs, HISS was en-
gaged in soliciting funds for an unidentified scholarship program aimed
at raising $1200,00, This informant stated that at this timé a woman
was in contact with Mrs. HISS and adv1sed that she had heard from WILDER
and that he was expected home sometime-between the 12th and the 20th of
December, This informant subsequently ascertained that WILDER and MARCIA
FOOTE were apparently quite friendly with the HISS family and.that there
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appeared to be considerable association between the two families. The
informant learned further that FOOT had apparently been at the UN Con-
ference in London with ALGER HISS and that the FOOTES had purchased a
home in Larchmont, New York in the spring of 1946,

] On February 6, 1946, Mrs. HISS was requested by-one ALICE
STRONG to assist in raising money for the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews, Nrs. HISS agreed to write letters, make telephone calls
and take any other action desired in assisting this project..

The informant learned on February 9, 1946, that HISS's
return from London was imminent and that he would be in the company of
Mr. COHEN (possibly BEN COHEN) and Mr. VANDENBERG (presumably ARTHUR H.
VA.NDEL\IBERG)

Mrs. HISS advised T-9 on February 11, 1946, that she and
her husband might take a vacation upen his return from the UN Conference
and added that he was to make a speaking trip to Boston sometime during
March. It was also learned from this informant that HISS was to accom=~
pany STETTINIUS to New York City as soon as the arrival of the UN dele-
gation. there became known.

On February 19, 1946, this informant lesrned that an in-
d1v1dual known to the informant only as HENRY had advised Mrso HISS
that he had just returned from overseas and would like to get'in touch
with her and her husband., (It is believed that this individual may
have been HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr,, whom other sources had reported as
recently returned from overseas.)

On-February 28, 1946, this informant learned that HISS
would speak on the radio on March 2; 1946, on the Foreign RPolicy Asso-
ciation broadcast and that he mlght visit his mother in Baltimore on
March 10, 1946 '

: On March 13, 1946, Mrs, HISS t0ld the informant that her
huspand had a speaking engagement in New York City the following day
- and that he expected to attend the UN Security Council meetings later
- ‘that month in New York City. On the following day Mrs. HISS advised
this source that HISS was 16 be in Boston, Massachusetts from March 18
to 20, 1946, but did not reveal the purpose of this trip.
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On March 20, 1946, Mrs. HISS told the informant that ALGER
HISS had left for Boston March 17, 1946, and would probably go to New
York on March 24, 1946, On the same day the informant learned that Mrs.
HISS was going to lunch with Mrs. TRYGVE LIE, wife of the Secretary Gen-
eral of the UN and that she was later going to the Capitol with Mrs, LIE

" to meet Mrs, CONNALLY (probably the wife of Senator TOM CONNALLY of

Texas),

Mrs, HISS told the informant on March 21 that ALGER HISS
was going to New York and would be gone about a week., However, the in-
formant advised that HISS was at home on the evening of March 25, 1946,
since. the informant was personally in touch with him at that time. HISS
apparently returned to New York again since Mrs, HISS advised the in-
formant on March 29, 1946, that her husband was at the Hotel Pennsyl-
vania at New York City. Later on that date the informant learned at
the Department of State that HISS would arrive in Washington the fol=-
lowing morning March 30, 1946, HISS contacted the informant on the
morning of March 30 and advised he had returned on the night train and
that he had been engaged in work involving the UN meetings in New York
City.

The informant was personally in contact with HISS during *
April 1946, ‘only on the 16th and 19th of that month, Mrs, HISS indi-
cated to the informant that her husband was going to New York City a
great deal; apparently in connection with UN business.

* This informant reported that on April 5, 1946, an uniden-
tified woman contacted IMrs. HISS and requested that she join the mass

- parade to Congress on April 10 to advocate the continuation of OPA. Mrs,

HISS indicated that she was unable to get away from. the house as she had
no one to stay with her son. )

On April 12, 1946, Mrs., HISS arranged for some one to sit
with her son on April 14, 15 and 17 and indicated that she had to be at
the Pan American on April 15 before noon. The informant was not aware
of the nature of Mrs. HISS's business at the Pan American Union on that

i date,

Mrs, HISS told the informant on April 16, 1946, that she

.and her son, TONY, would spend the month of July in Vermont and possibly

the whole summer. The informant alsa learned that the HISS family ex-
pected to share a farm in Vermont w1th an 1nd1v1dual named DORIS who
was not otherwlse identified,
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The informant also learned on April 19, 1946, that ALGER
HISS had had a speaking engagemert in Baltimore earlier thau week, A%
this time HISS advised the informant that he was at that time Director
~of the Office of Special Political Affairs in the Deparitment of State,

The informant learned from Mrs. HISS on dpril 22, 1946,
that ALGER HISS was going to take a vacation in July and that arrange-
ments had been made to secure a farm for that month with one DORIS SENELL,

The informant learned on April 26, 1946, that ALGER and
FRISCILLA HISS had been invited to attend a large dinner party at the
home of HAROLD and LORIN STEIN in Chevy Chase that eveningo

HISS was 1ill during the latter part of May 1946 and re-

- mained at home from his office, T-9 was present on May 23, 1946, during
a discussion between ALGER HISS and JACK ROSS, another employze of the
Stabe Department, at which time they discussed State Department affairs,
ROSS indicated that he had had a long talk with ¥DON' and JACK THCHPSON
about getting a certain atomic energy man. The informant stated that
the conversation was largely conczrned with plans for a coordinating
center regarding atomic energy. HISS at this bime indicabed that there
were some papers on his desk at the office reiating to the atomic energy
matter as well as a draft of a speech for BARUCH,

This informant stated that ROSS and HISS discussed this
matter again on May 24 1946, with specific reference to personnel.
They referred to one SQKOLOFF and his reaction to the atomic energy
business, They indicated that from the history of treatment by the
Hilitery Staff Committee, they were uncertain as to just how much the
stomic Energy Commission would want the secretariat to do.

In the further course of discussion, HISS stated that he
felt they were well organized to take care of the BARUCH procedural
needs but that he felt that still did not give them any break into the
substance, He stated he felt it was necessary to get somebody who
knew something about the atomic energy sub31dy question as a part of
the general disarmament picture.

On HWay 26, 19469 a person known to the informant only
as PORTER contacted HISS, advising that he thought HISS ghould check
up on a story by SCOTTY RASSMUSSEN in the New Yorx Times for Nay 26,
1946, PORTER advised that representatives of various news services
and newspapers had been chasing him about the sbory. -HISS staibed
that M e"g apparently referring to RASSMUSSEN could not have boen
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righter had he been inside the department. But HI35 did not see that
that meant that "we", apparently referring to the State Department;
could say anything to the other people and HISS added that he did not
know where "he" got ito.

BEN MOORE who has been previously identified in this re~
port was a dinner guest at the HISS home on the evening of May 28, 1946,
according to this source,

On June 1, 1946, the informant learned that HISS was
still i1l but expected to return to his duties in the State Department
on June 3, HISS planned to take off the entire month of July, however,
on June 3, the informent advised tnat HISS had been taken to Doctors
Hospital for three days to take penicillin treatment.

DOROTHEA BLAISDELL contacted HISS on June 7 and told him

that her husband, DON BLAISDELL, had returned from Chicago where he had

been going over the Chicago Roundtable Discussion program.

QOn the following day, HISS and an individual believed by
the informant to be JACK ROSS' of the State Department, were in discus-
sion and RO3S told HISS thst HERSCHEL JOHNSON was coming to the Statbe
Departinent that morning and hoped that a decision could be reached on
the Spanish question, The informant gathered that there was a wide
division of uopinion between JOHNSON, BEN COHEN, and DEAN ACHESON and
that ROSS indicated that JOHNSON was a Loyalist. '

HISS is believed to have returned to work on June 10,
1946 The informant learned that on June 15, 1946, HISS and DEAN
ECHESON had a discussion concerning the Health Conference of the UN
on which HISS was working.

PRISGILLA HISS told the informant on June 18 that the
HISS family was leaving on June 23, 1946, for an all-summer vacation.
The informant was present on June 24, 1946, when HERSCHEL JOHNSON asked
HISS if the latter was having a meeting with DEAN ACHESON and if so,
JOHNSON wanted to have ALGER mention coanfidentially to ACHESON but
not openly at the meeting, the desired voting procedurs and also the
present policy on the veto in the Atomic Commission, HISS replied

. that he would take this up with ACHESON and informed JOHNSON that

he would immediately give him ACHESON‘g views on these points. JOHN-
SON stated he was making this request because he wished to follow oub
exachly what ACHESON wanted.
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On the same date PRISCILLA HISS told tmman‘b that
the HISSES were planning to spend the night of June 29, 1946 at the home
of their friends.the FOOTES at Scarsdale, New York, and that PRISCILLA
HISS was contemplating a teacher's job at Potomac School on her return
in the fall,

. The informant learred on June 27, 1946, from PRISCILLA
HISS that the HISS family was leaving the following day for KELLOGG SMITH's
hotel in Chesbtertown, Maryland, and that they planned on leaving for Vere
mont on July 1, 1946,

HISS and his family were absent from Washington, D, Co
from June 28, 1946 until July 31, 1946,

On August 7, 1946, the informant reported that MMrs. HISS
had been contacted by Mrs, HELEN PROVINSE of 315 Spring Street, Chevy
Chase, who had inquired if Mrs., HISS belonged to the League of Women
Voters, lirs. HISS stated that she did not but that she always had been -
a well-wisher., MNrs. PROVINSE advised that she was going to be chairman
of the minority group that fall and that she wanted Mrs. HISS to work
on this committee this year., Mrs, HISS agreed to do this if she had time
but replied that she had a part~time job at the Potomac School where her
son, TONY, would be enrolled, Mrs, PROVINSE mentioned that she was par-
ticularly interested in having PRISCILLA on a Steering Committee of about
eight people. 0

T-9 learned on August 9 that the HISSES had enrolled
TONY HISS at the Margorle Hebster Junior College at 16th Street*an&
Columbia Road, N, W. : W

DONALD HISS was invited to the ALGER HISS home for din-
ner on August 12, 1946, by PRISCILLA HISS, Mr., and Mrs, BEN T. MOORE
were dinner guests at the HISS home on August 14, 1946,

This informant advised that on dugust 15, 1946, ALGER
HISS had a luncheon engagement with Mr, ADIAT STEVENSON (it is believed
that this individual is identical with the present Governor-slect of
the State of Illinois),

On August 17, 1946, an individual believed to have been
HENRY HILL GOLLINS, Jr., invited the HISS family to the COLLINS® home
for the following day. In this connection attention.is directed to in-
Tormation previously set forth in this report concerning the alleged
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participation of HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr. in a Communist underground group

as alleged by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS. It is noted further that investigation
conducted as a result of the information furnished by Confidential Informant
T8 relative to the activities of an alleged Soviet espionage ring in
Washington, D, C,, reflected that COLLINS was also a contact of JOSEPH B.
GREGG and of BELA and SONIA GOLD who were described by T-8 as members of
this Soviet espionage ring

Confidential Informant T=9 was present on August 24, 1946,
during a discussion between HERSCHEL JOHNSON snd ALGER HISS at which time
they discussed a Yugoslavian matter and both agreed that it looked favor-
able, According to the informant, JOHNSON told HISS that the former ‘
thought the Russians were more realistic than they ars credited with be-=
ing sometimes, although he thought they were quite unscrupulous in attain-
ing their own political ends. JOHNSON also expressed sympathy for Greece
and thought the Greeks had undergone cruel injustices. HISS agreed.

The HISS family was absent from their home August 28 to

) 30,,7 1946, according to this source.

No pertinent information was developed in this case untll
September 249 1946, at which time T=9 advised that PRISCILLA HISS in a dis-
cussion with an individual koown Lo the informant only as "BESS"; mentioned
that she was teaching the 7th, 8th and 9th grades in English at the co-
operative school, The woman named BESS commented that the man who drives
the school bus on which her children traveled was a Fascist and a few
other things as far as she could determine, but that many other children
had survived, him and she considered that thé children were above hime.
Mrs, HISS asked if this driver were sort of a hard-bitten creature, to
which BESS replied that she did not know if he was a Swiss or not, but
that she had talked to him a little bit and did not like his attitude
toward any minor races.

HAROLD STEIN was in contact with ALGER HISS on August
4y 1946, according to the informant, concerning some matter having to do
with the UN meetings in New York City,

On the following day the informant learned that the
HISSES expected to drop over to visit BEN MOORE and his wife sometime
over the following week—end, This informant stated that on October 11,
1946, MAIRI FOREMAN, the wife of Dr. CLARK FOREMAN, who at that time was a
leading figure in the Southern Conference for Human stelfare, discussed
arrangements with PRISCILLA HISS to place TONY HISS in an art class in
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which one of the students was a negro girl, whose father was a dentist in
Puerto Rico, adding that she had met the girlis family through the Sou=-
thern Conference, She also menbioned that she and her husband were with
the negroes the night that they were refused admittance to Lisner Audi-
torium, adding that they had been with colored friends from Howard-Uni-
versity and had planned on seeing the ballet. She stated that there
were a hundred of them and that they were turned away, but that most of
them had expected it but. had attempted it to see if they would be ad-
mitted, She also mentioned that the group anticipated protesting this
matter,

} On QOctober 17, 1946, ALGER HISS accepted an invitation
to introduce the guest speaker at a meeting of the Executive Group of

the Unitéd Nations Association in Baltimore, Maryland on the evening of
0ctober 25, J9A6°

: - Throughout this time HISS continued to be active in the .
State Department affairs dealing with the United Nations, B~9 reported
that on November 9, 1946, ALGER HISS and an individual .believed to have
been FRANCIS B. SAYRE,at that time diplomatic advisor to UNRRA,discussed

" UN matters generally as,well as the possibility of SAYRE getting a job on

the Trusteeship Council, They also discussed technical difficulties

facing the General Assembly on Trusteeship Agreements. .

This informant was also present on November 16, 1946,
durlng a discussion by DURWARD B, SANDIFER of the State Department and
ALGER HISS. SANDIFER stated that his department, the Division of In~
ternational Organization Affairs in the Office of Special Political
Affairs, had been having trouble in getting through the appointments
of particular people whom SANDIFER wanted to work. The trouble seemed
to center: around JOE PANUCH who may be in the Security Investigations
Department, SANDIFER then cited thé names of two individuals whom he

~would not be able to obtain, but the informant -was uncertain as to

their names. SANDIFER stated that he had had other indications that

PANUCH had an unsympathetlc and unhealthy. attitude,

One of the individuals whom SANDIFER had tried to get

: 1nto the section had told SANDIFER after ‘balking with PANUCH that the
- latter took a negative attitude toward SANDIFER's unit. HIS3 agreed
- that this matter must be settled if possible and SANDIFER told HISS

that he might find it interesting to talk.to another unidentified in-
dividual concerning what he knew about PANUCH.
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In connection with the above, it is to be noted that in
the spring of 1946, T-1l advised that there was an enormous espionage
ring operating in Washington, D, C. which had as its ultimate objective
the obtaining of all information with regard to atomic energy, ils spe-
cific uses as an instrument of war and commercial aspects thereof in
peacetime, Its purpose was to make such information available to the
Soviet Union., ALGER HISS, among others, was named by T-1ll as involved
in furnishing the Soviet Union with available information regarding

atomic energy, This informant added that ALGER HISS was one of those
in the Department of State who was noted for his pro-Soviet leanings.

T~9 learned -on November 17, 1946, that ALGER HISS had .
given a speech at the Northwestern University Law School in Chicago,
Illinois the previous week, On the same date, bhis inforrant was also
present during a conversation between JACK THOMPSON, HISS®s Special
Assistant in the Department of State and ALGER HISS, in the course of
which they were discussing matters at that time before the Security Council
of UN concerning technical military missions, The informant stabted +that
ALGER HISS gave THOWPSON permission to take home "all these secret and
sundry papers" because "we" might nced them,

On December 9, 19465 T~9 learned that ALGER HISS had
been elected President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
Newspaper articles published the following day confirmed this and added
that HISS succeeded Dr, NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER of Columbia University
who had resigned in December 1945, JOHN FOSTER DULLES was described as
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Endowment. The article

- stated that the Tristees had smendeéd the by-laws to provide for a

Chairman of the Board and & full-time Fresident who would be the exee |
cutive officer. HISS was expected to take over his new duties as soon.
as possible after January 1, 1947, following his resignation from
goverrment service, '

On December 25, 1946, Mr. and Mrs. HISS visited the
kome of BENJAMIN T, MOORE, according to T=9 and on December 31, 1946,
according to-this source, they were Lo be the guests of CHARLES A.

. HORSKY, an attorney in Washington, D, €,

: This informant also reported that on December 25, 1946,
PRISCILLA HISS and one ANN TAYLOR discussed a series of meetings which
were to be held during February and March 1947 at ~hich prominent in-
dividuals were to speak on various phases of the Soviet Union with

Kisseloff-11992




WFO ~. 7494

respect to the politizal and economic phases of that country, MNrs. HISS

indicated that she wished she could be more enthusiastic about this matter

but thought that it was a stale idea. She indicabed that she would talk
to her husband about obtaining speakers for these meetings. -

On December 30, 1946, Special agents COUPTLA.D Jo JONES
and WILLIAM R. CORNELISON observed ROBERT T. MIILER, III, enter Room 164
at the State Department at 3:34 P, M, This room was the office of ALGER
HISS. MILLER was observed leaving a®t 4:03 P. M.

ROBERT T. MILLER, ITI, has been described by T-8 as a
member of the Soviet espionage ring in Washington, D. G, for which he
acted as courier.

It is .noted that T-13 who is considered to be completely

rellables advised that ROBERT T. MILLER thanked ALGER HISS on March 7, -
1947, for having placed MILLER in contact with one DENNEIT (phonetlc)
in New York City and for allowing MILIER to use HISS® name, From the
ensuing conversation, this informent gathered that MILLER was to see
DENNEIT about a job with a new organization whick HISS described as
kaving. to do with the distribution of documentary and informational
-materigl con the United Naulons and on the United States fcrelgn policy
in general.

On January 8 1947, Confidential Informant T-=9 re-
ported that ALGER HISS and HAROLD STEIN had discussed efforts to make
contacts in order to get jobs for an unidentified individual known only

“as AL who was interested in the position of General Counsel for the
United Nations in Geneva and in a p081t¢on as Secretary to the Far
Eastern Commission, “

The informant learned on January 18, 1947, that HISS
would have temporary offices at 522 Fifth Avenue, New York City, after
February 1, 1947. HISS was expected to stay temporarily with one HANK
INGRAM until he found a permanent place to live in New York, INGRAM was
deqcrlbed as one of BARUCH's boys. A

On January 25, 1947, this informant stated that HISS
was very much interested in the appointment of JACK PEURIFOY in the
Dgpartmentrbf‘State and HISS in this connection verified that PANUCH
resigned the day of FEURIFOY!s acceptance.
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: On January 30 and 31 this informant reported that HISS had
been moving books and papers from his office at the State Department to his
office with the Carnegie Foundation at 700 Jackson Place; No. W., Washington,
D. C, HISS also mentioned that he was going to make a speech at Baltimore
and was then going on to Des Moineq, lowao '

On January 31, T«Q reported that HENRY H. COLLINS, Jro,
had attempted to conmtact Mr, and Mrs, HISS, Neither had been in,

In this connection, it is noted that Confidential In-
formant T-12 who is considered to be reliable, advised on February 2, 1947,
that PRISCILLA HISS had visited HENRY H. COLLINS; Jr., et his residence.

ALGER HISS resigned from the Department of State on Janu-
sry 155 1947, A4fter February 1; 1947, he was not regularly in Washington,
D, Co, his duties in the Carnegie Foundation necessitating frequent ab» :
sences from Washington, D. G,

. T~9 learned from Mrs. HISS on February 1, 1947, that HISS®
New York office was in fact at 522 Fifth Avenue and that he was going to

Des Moines, Iowa on the evening of February 12, 1947, This informant sub- .

sequently learned that in the first half of Februsry HISS spent some time
in the homes of HATHAWAY WATSON and POLLY SHACKLETON in New York City.

PRISCILLA HISS told T-9.on March &, 19A79 that she and
her son, TONY, expected to visit ALGER HISS in New York Clty the follow- #
ing week.,

On March 9, 1947, HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr., was observed
entering the HISS re31dence carrylng a brown leather briefcase.

T-9 learned from ALGER HISS on March 26, 1947, that he
ahd his family had.been in New York City and had also v131ted Chappaqua,
New York. T=9 also stated that he cbserved HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr., :
at the HISS home in Washington, D. C., on that date and that COLLIN& was
still there on the morning of March 27, 1947.

: T-9. learned on March 28, 194‘79 from Mrso -HISS that
ALGER HISS was to preside as Chairman of a meeting to be held on April

75 1947, by the Bryn Mawr Gollege Endowment on the subject, "How Russia

Does Business", It was learned that the speakers were to be RAY ELLIS
of the Raytheon Manufacturing Company, HANS HEYMAN, a German refugee and
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ipstructor at Sampson College in New York and author of a book entitled,
"You Csn Do Business with Russial, and ERNEST G. ROPES of the Department
of Commerce and LIVINGSTON HARTLEY, head of the Gouncil for Atomic Re~
search, It was subsequently ascertained that this meeting was held on
April 7, 1947, at the Wardman Park Hotel and that HISS acted as Chair-
man of the meeting., He explained that it was a séries being held to
raise money to increase the salaries of the teachers at Bryn Mawr Col-
lege, Thereaftér he introduced the speakers and panel members and had
nothing further to sgy during the evening except to receive questions
from the audience and to submit these to the speakers and panel members
for answer,

T~9 learned on April 4, 1947, that the HISS family was
going to Vermont in June where they were to spend a month and that in
September 1947 they were going to move ‘o New York.

ALGER HISS confirmed the fact that he and his family were
going to Vermont in June to T-9 on May 18, 1947,

On May 31, 1947, this informant was present when WALTER
LIPPMANN . 2 well known newspaper columnist, and ALGER HISS discussed the
HOOVER movement ‘toward a separate peace with former European belligerents,
LIPFMANN commented that such action-would be a mortal blow to UN to which

- HISS agreed., LIPPMAN proposed that HISS contact persons of imporitance so

that the proper action might be taken and it was finally agreed that HISS
might speak to JAMES BYRNES and DEAN ACHESON, HISS agreed to get to work

on this matter and ﬂndlcated that he would let LIPPMANN know of his suc-
cesso :

On June 2, 1947, ALGER HISS was interviewed by Specizl

. Agents CHARLES CLEVELAND and EDWARD L. CRAMPP at his placé of employment,

700 Jackson FPlacey; No #,, Washington, D, C., between the hours of 2:50

P. M, and 5:15 Po M. At that time HISS furnished the following informa-
tions :

HISS advised that when he first went to New York City to
practice law (about 1932 or 1933) he became associated with a small group
of individuals in an organization known as the International Juridical
Association., When HISS became a member of this group it had as its pur-
pose the publication of discussions on labor law principally. HISS does

.not recall his official capacity, but does know that he was one of the

editors of the association's journal., A&t the time he became a member of
this group, according to his recollection, the following individuals con-
tributed to the publication of the association: JEROME EELLERSTEIN,

_NATHAN WITT, LEE PRESSMAN and ISADORE POLIER, whose wife was JUSTINE WISE.
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HISS advised that he was not connected in any way with the
orgenizational setup of the Juridical Association, but his contact was
mainly that of writing editorials. It was pointed out by HISS that the
group was very loosely knit., He stated that to his knowledge this group
was not connected with the Internaticnal Labor Defense, the National
Federation for Constitutional Iiberties or the Lawyers Guild., He fure
ther stated that he was not personally acquainted with EARL BROWDER and
he had no lmowledge that the mailing list of the Juridical dssociation
was used to advertise or increase the subscriptions to the "New Masses",
He believes that at the time he was in this organization, the organiza-=
tional aspects were probably in the hands of JEROME HELLERSTEIN and he
would be the one who would be in possession of the mail ling lists. He
stated that he does not believe that any of the individuals in the
Juridical Association were or are members of the Communist Party, howe
ever, he stated that a number of individuals have stated,; since his as-
sociation with the issociation, that LEE PRESSMAN and NATHAN WIIT were
Communists, He further alleged that he had heard that POLIER was a
Communist. He further denied that the International Juridical Associa=
tion, while he was connected with it, feollowed the Communist program.
HISS left this organization when he came to Washington, D. C, in 1933,

HISS admitted that he has previously resided at 3415
Volta Place, N. W., Washington, D, C., however, he denied that he has
ever been a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action.
He did state, however, that it is very probable that he may have been
at one time on the mailing list of this organization, He further denied
membership and affiliation with the Young Communist League, He said he
- has never been, nor was he now a member of the Communist Party. In addi-~
tion, he has never been personally acquainted, to his knowledge, with
any members of the Communist Party,

HISS stated the belief that his wife, PRISCILLA, was
never a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, or
the Communist Party, He did state, however, that she may have attended
meetings of the Socialist Party and possibly received publications from
that Party. He denied that his brother, DONALD HISS, a local attorney,
had ever worked for HARRY BRIDGES and to the best of his lmowledge
DONALD was never considered for employment for or on behalf of BRIDGES.
He stated he was sure that his brother was not and is not now a member
of the Communist Partyq

In oonnectlon with the allegatlon that WHITTAKER GP&MBERS

furnished the State Department in 1939 that ALGER HISS was an assistant
to one SAYRE of the Communist Party in 1937, HISS remarked that he could
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recall only two individuals by the name of SAYRE. These are FRANCIS B,
SAYRE with whom he was associated in the State Department and DAN SAYRE
who was formerly with the CAB and is now teaching at Princeton Univer-
sity. HISS stated to his knowledge neither of these men were Communists.

. HISS stated that he was not acquainted with an individual
the name of WHIUTAKER CHAMBERS, He said at least he could recall no
one by that name as being onc of his acquaintances. He further stated
that as far as he can recall no individual by that name has ever visited
his home on any occasion.

He stated that he became acquainted with HAROLD WARE
while nes ALGER, was working iv the Department of Agriculture, He fur-
ther remarked that he was acquainted with CHARLES KRIVISKY, who now goes
by the name of CHARLES KRAMER , having met him while both were employed

at the United States Department of Agriculture. He stated that he has
not seen KRANER for quite some time., He remarked that he and LEE PRESSMAN
have known each other since his attendance at Harvard Law School, He and
PHESSHAN were associated on the Harvard Law Review, at which time HISS
wrote an article for the Law Review on the subject, "Yellow Dog Contracts%.
He further related that he has known HENRY COLLINS since childhood; they
‘having attended boys? summer camps together, and he considers COLLINS a
close personal friend, ALGER remarked that he is interested in birds and
that COLEINS is considered one of the top ten authorities on the subject of
ornithology. COLLINS has often confided his personal problems in HISS and
HISS has often advised him of these problems.

: HISS could not recall any person by the name of NATHAN
PERLOW. He has known ALICE MENDHAY since about 1933 or 1934, when she
was runping a children's school. Her husbandfs last name was POWELL,
but he could not recall his first name, In connection with the above

. named individuals, HISS could recall no one with the name of ____ POST.

Neither did HISS know NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTERo

He denied having met at any time with any group at the
home of HENRY COLLINS, or any other place, where government informetion
was discussed when those presént had no right to the information, Nor
did HISS. know of any group of individuals which met togethér for the
purpose of making government information available, oral or written, for
the use of unauthorized persons or the Soviet Government. He denied
having ever met as- a group with the above mentioned individuals for the
- purpose of making avallable government information to an unauthorized
| . source
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HISS is acquainted with JOHN ABT, having first met him at
the United States Department of Agriculture in an official capacity. He
has also been acqueinted with MARIAN BACHRACK, who is ABT's sister, having
met her for the first nlme at the Department of Agriculture through her
hushband.

HISS ‘has never been known, to his knowledge, by the name
of "GENE" or- "EUGENE". He further knows of no individual by the name of
GENE or EUGENE HISS having ever been employed at the State Department.

HISS admitted that he met VICTOR PERLO in 1934, but he
could not recall him too well, Since his original contact with PERLO he
has had no further contact with him and does not know of his present. where-
abouts., He met HAROLD GLASSER in an official capacity when GLASSER was an
official of the Treasury Department. He denied that he had ever placed
GLASSER in touch with a representative of the Russian Government in order
thﬂt hey, GLASSER, might furnish government Lnformatlcn to this unauthor-

ized individuzl, ,

HISS repeatedly denied that he had any information that
any individual in or out of the Government has ever attempted to or fur-
nished any gov rnment information to an unauthorized person,

In connection with the voluntary appearance of ALGER HISS
at the Bureau to be interviewed on March 25, 1946, he furnished the follow-
ing background: He stated that shortly after his return from London,
where he represented the United Statés in United Nations matters, in March
1946, he was called to the office of the then Secrétary of State, JAMES
BYRNES, To the best of his. knowledge BYRNES advised him thdt certain in-
dividuals on the "Hill" had furnished BYRNES with information showing that
HISS was too sympathetic with the Communists. HISS can recall only one
individual on the -"Hill" who was referred to by BYRNES, this being Repre-
sentative COX of Georgia. HISS remarked that he denled to BIRNES that he
was a member of the Communist Party or with any group which had Communist
téndencies, BYRNES told HISS that he, BYRNES, had contacted Attorney
General CLARK and Director HOOVER of the FBI on this matter. After dis-
cussion with BYRNES on this matter, it was agreed between them that HISS
should appear at the Bureéau voluntarily in an effort to clear the allega-
tions which BYRNES had presented to HISS. HISS stated thereupon he did
visit the Bureau and talked to Assistant Director LADD on the matter,
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Following the foregoing interview with HISS, a signed
statement was received from him and is being set out as followss:

"Wfashington, D. C,
June 2, 1947,

"I, Alger Hiss, make the following statement to Charles
Cleveland and Edward L, Grampp whom I know to be Special Agents of the
Federsl Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises of any kind have
been made to me to induce me to make this statement. I have been advised
that I need not make this statement and I know that it can he used against
me in a court of law,

"Hhen I first went to New York City to practice law I be-
- came assoclated with the International Juridical Association, When I be-
cane associated this association was z small group which published a
pamphlet on labor law mainly., I was one of the editors of the Association®s
journal. The following men, according to my recollection, contributed to
this publications Jerome Hellerstein, Nathan Witi,; Lee Pressman and Isa-
dore Polier, whose wife was Justine Wise (ph.). This group was not con-
nected with- the .International Labor Defense, the National Federation for
Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guild to my knowledge. To my
belief Earl Browder did not use the Intermetional Juridical Association
to advertise the "New Masses" or to use the mailing list of the Juridical
Association to increase the subsceriptions to the "New Masses", I left
this asso¢iation when I came to Washington, D. C, I do not believe that
any of the individuals.in the Juridical Association were or are Communists
but have heard a number of individuals state the belief; since my associ-
ation with them, that Lee Pressman and Nazthan Witt were Communists. I
have alsc heard allegations that Polier was a Communist,

"I have never been a member of or associated with the
Committee for Democratic Action or the Young Communist League. I have
never been nor am I now a member of the Communist Party. Neither -am I
personally acquainted with any member of the Communist Party, to my
“knowledge. | ; '

"I can recall only two irdividuals by the name of Sayre -
Franeis B, Sayre with whom I was associated in the State Department and
Dan Sayre who was formerly with -the C. A&, B, and is now teaching at
Princeton University., To my knowledge neither of these indivicduals were
Communists.
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) "My brother Doneld Hiss, a local lawyer, never worked for
Harry Bridges and to my knowledge was never considered for employment for
or on behalf of Bridges. I am sure my brother was riot and is nobs now a
member of the Communist Party. '

"I am not acquainted with an individual by the name of
Whittaker Chambers. No individual by that nome has ever +visited my home
on any occasion so far as I can recall.

‘"I became acquainted with Harold Ware while I was in the

" Department of Agriculture, Also I am acquainted with Charles Krivisky who

is now known legally as Charles Kramer, having met him while he was em~
ployed at the Dept. of Agriculture. Lee Pressman and I have known each
other since my attendance at Harvard Law School., Pressman and I were as~
sociated on the Harvard Law Review at which time I wrote a "note" for the
law review on’the subject, as well as I can remember; of "Yellow Dog Con=-
tracts", I have known Henry Collins since childhood and consider him a
close personal friend.. I cannot recall any person by the name of Hathon
Perlow. I knew Alice Mendham quite well when she was running a children's
school in 1933 or 1934. Her husband's last name was Powell, but I can't
recall his first name. - I know no one by the name of Post, in connection
with the above individuals, neither do I know Nathan Gregory Silvermaster,

"I have never met with any group at the home of Hénry

_Collins or eny other place where government information was discussed when

people who had no right to the information were present. Nor do I know of
any greup of individuals which met together without anthority to make
government information available, orally or written, for the use of the
Soviet Government.,- ‘

‘ "I first met John Abt at the Agriculture Department in
an official capacity. I have never attended any mecting of the foregoing
type where John Abt was present, neithei have I visited at his apartment.
I also met Marian Bachrack at the Department of Agriculture through her
husband., : '

"I have never been known %o iy khowledge by the name of
"Gene" or "Eugene". I know of no. individual by the name of "Gene" or
"Eugene" Iiss having been employed by the State Department.

"I met with Vietor Perlo back in 1934 but I can't reecall

him too well. I have had no further contact with him since approximbely
that time and do not know of his whereabouts at this time. - =
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"T met Harold Glasser in an official capacity as an offi-
cial of the Treasury Department, I have never placed iGlasser in touch
with a Russian representative in order that he might furnish government g
information to this individual, : : i

"The foregoing represents summaries prepared by Hessrs.
Cleveland and Grampp of oral snwers I had previously given to questions
asked orally by them in a call at my office made at their request on June
25 1947, I have read the foregoing four pages and to ‘the best of my
knowledge they are true and correct. I was asked by dgents Grampp and
Cleweland if I would give them a signed statement on the information I
had given them orally.

'ALGER HISS
Witnesses:

EDWARD L. GRAMPP, F. B. I,
CHARLES G, CLEVELAND, F. B, I."

- On tthe afternoon of June 29 194.’7‘9 Mrs, PRISCILLA HISS
was 1nterv1°med at hér home, 3210 P Street; N, qu by Special Agents
_ COURTLAND J, JOWES and WILLIAM M. MARR. The interview began at approxi-
“mately 4:35 P. M. and was corcluded at 5:00 P. M. The Interview was
1n1t1ated by informing Mrs. HISS that it was being conducted upon in~
structions from the Attorney General and she was also informed that she
had the right to refuse to answer dny questions and make any statements
concerning any allegations which Would be brought to hér attentiona :

' Mrs. HISS was informed that the Bureau had 1nformatlon _
to the effect that her husband; ALGER HISS, had, while employed by the
Federal Government, collected and secured 1nformatﬂon from the files of
the government agency and turned this information over to a third party
who was not awthorized to receive same., She was also informed that her
husband was allegedly a. member of a ring which was. formed for the purpose
of securing information from Government files and other sources and. de-.

livering such 1nformat10n through approprlate channe1s to the Soviet
" Union, N

Mrs° HISS - 1mmed1atelj commented that the nfcrementloned ,
alleﬁatlon was "absolutely false" and requested that she be furnished
more information concerning the speeific allegation. She was advised
that this phase of the interview would be resumed at a later time and
that it was. now desired that she answer questions concerning her know- -
ledge or acguaintance with various personalities,

0 . pep—
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. In answer ’Go questions put to her, she Suated that she is
acqua:l.n‘hed with CHARLES KRAMER. that she has knorm ‘him for a long time,
having met.him while he and her husband, ALGER, were employed by 'bhe De-
partment of Agriculture. She added, however - that she has not seen KRAMER -
for a number of years. She stated that she is agquainted with HAROLD '
GLASSER in a social nature, that she has known JOHN ABT since the latter
was employed by the Agriculture Departmen . and has known LEE PRESSMAN .
since the latter was employed as.Assistant General Counsel for the Dena§t=-

_men+ of Agri cu_ ture under JEROME FRANK,

In regard “to HENRY COLLINS and his wife, SUSAN B, ANTHONY II,

. Mrs, HISS Pelated that HENRY is a personal friend of ALGER HISS, that they

know him very v vell but that she is only slightly acqualnted Wluh SUSAN B, .
ANTHONY II. Mrs, HIbS also described NATHAN WITT as anobher old. employee
of the Department .of Agriculture whom she and her husband had known many
years, : .

Mrs, HISS specifically denied knowing VICTOR FERLO, state
ing ‘that she had never heard of him. She likewise ‘denied being acquainted
w:L'bh HAROLD WARE Saylng that shc, had never heard of him.

. Mrs, HISS was quest:.oned at length concerning WHITTAKER

" CHAMBERS. She immediately: deriied ever hearing of the name and elaborated

by saying that she fknows no such person.” It was pointed out to her that
CHAMBERS was a former member of the Communist Party who announced his af-
filiation and subsequently entered the newspaper field and that CHAMBERS
was well knowp, It was also mentioned that CHAMBERS allegedly knew Mr,

_and Mrs, HISS intimately and on occasion was a guest in the HISS home,
- Mrs, HISS steadfasﬂy denled being acqualnted with him or knowing his

1dent1tyo

PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she were, acqua:.nted with an

. individual whose surname was SAYRE » who is reported to reside in Balti-~

moré, Maryland. She ‘deried being acquainted with any individual by-this
name other than FRANCIS B, SAYRE, formerly with the Department of State,
and a Professor at Princeton University also named -SAYRE. She was asked
if she were acquainted with NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER and his vife,
}EL:AI SILVERMASTER, and she replled in the negative.

Iano HISS Was quest:.oned concerning whether’ or not she had
ever been a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and
the National League of Women Shoppeérs. She denied membership in the Wash®
ington Committee for Democratic Action and stated that she had attended
meetings of the National League of Women Shoppers but-did not consider
that she had ever beern a member and did not feel ‘that the organization

~ considered her a member,
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PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she, of her own knowledge, knew,
or had reason to believe.that her husband, ALGER HISS, had ever secured in-
formation from Government files and given such information to an unauthor--
ized person, She replied by saying that she is confident he has never done

.such a thing and added that she feels this is a "malicious" charge. It was

again related to Mrs, HISS that the Bureau has reliable information that
her husband was definitely connected with, and was active in, a ring which
was organized for the specific purpose of collecting information from
Government files, Mrs, HISS immediately brended this allegation as "2
wild, malicious, impossible ‘thing,"

PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she is, or ever has been; a
member of the Communist Party. and whether or not she has ever attended any
Communs st Party meetings or any Communist Party sponsored msetings. She
replied emphatically that she is not a member of the Communist Party, never -
has beeny and never expects to be; that she has never attended Communist
Party meetings and, to her knowledge, has not attended any Communist Party
sponsored meetings. She was then asked: "If you are, or ever have been;

a member of the Communist Party, would you admit it?" Mrs, HISS registered

~ unmi.stal table antagon*sm to this question and branded it an unfeir question..

She seemed most reluctant to answer the question and fihally was told that
her hesitation and apparent refusal to reply would seem to indicate that

she intended to answer the question in the negative., After considerably
more hesitation and finally with obvious reluctance and a display of bad
grace and hostility, she replied by saying that her answer to the ques- _
tion would be "yes". She insisted, however, that she definitely considered
the question of an unfair nature, : N

i It was next pointed out to Mrs, HISS that since the inter-
view had reached this point, it would be appreciated if she would make a
statement concerning how she feels concerning the Communist Party, Com-
munism and Communist ideologies. She replied by stating. that she had al-
ready informed dgents that she is not a Communist, has never been a Com-~-
munist, and does not expect to become a Communist., She continued by saying
she feels that Communism "is not for us%; that she felt we should not be
anti-Russian to the extent where this interferes with our international
cooperation; apnd that we should mot hold predudlces and should rork to-~
gether through the Unlted Nations.

Just prior-to the conclusion of the interview, Mrs, HISS

'was asked if she had dny further comments to make concerning the allega--

tions. ‘She replied that in her opinion the allegations were "just abso-

" lutely screwy'. She continued by 'stating that she felt the interview

might be inspired as part of .an anti-~ROOSEVELT program, and that she
could thlnk of no sensible motive for such “1m00531b1e" questions,

m/#,Klsseloff—12003
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On June 8, 1947, T-9 learned that the HISS family expected
to be away from Washington during the latter part of June and all of July
1947y in Vermont and New Hampshire, HISS indicated that he expected to at—
tend a conference at Dartmouth College in August. He had also made ben-
tative arrangements to give a talk at the King-Smith School in Washington,
D, Co on August 7 on ways in which organizations and individuals can pro-
mote better interpretation of 1nternatlonal questions and help or influ-
ence foreign policy.

The HISS ‘family actually left Washington, D, C. on June
18, 1947, and was absent from Washington, D. €, through July 1947,

T=9 was unable to furnish any pertinent information until

September 6, 1947, at which time this source learned from PRISCILLA HISS
that she was making arrangements for the transportation of her household
effects to New York City during the middle of September 1947. Mrs, HISS
told the informant that they had obtained an apartment in New York City
two blocks north of Washington Square just off Fifth Avenue, She indie
cated that they were thinking of selling their home in Georgetown., She
also indicated to the informant that she expected to be an Assistant In-
structor in English at the Dalton School in New York City.

This informant learned on September 12, 1947, that
ISHBELL LEE, the wife of DUNCAN LEE, had taken over some of PRISCILLA HISS!
duties at the Potomac School in Washington, D, C, and that Mrs. LEE and
Mrs. HISS had discussed this matter together,

It is to be noted that DUNCAN LEE, according to T-8, was
also involved in the Soviet espionage conspiracy in Washington, D. G,
which that source had described.

T-9 reported on September 13, 1947, that ALGER HISS and
his wife 1eft Washington, D, C., for New York City by automobile on that

dateo : % ' Kisseloff- 12004
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With reference to the allegations of T-&, HAROLD GLASSER
upon interview in April and May 1947 stated as followsg

"I first met ALGER HISS in an interdepartmental commit-
tee meeting on the Philippine Islands Independence Act of 1938, I do nob
know ALGER HISS at all socially and had very little contact with him at
any time, I amy, however, much better acquainted with his brother, DONALD
HISS, who for some time at the State Department handled International
Loans and Affairs, which prompbed him to have numerous contacts with me
at the Treasury Department. As a matter of fact I have never been so-
clally acquainted with either ALGER or DONALD HISS, I do recsll mest-
ing ALGER HISS on a streetcar in 1945, and on another occasion I met
him and his wife and child while walking along the Canal, I last saw
him at the Wardman Park Hotel in September, 1946,

"I would never have been in a position to furnish ALGER
HISS or DONALD HISS any official information with regard to Treasury De-
partment international loans inasmuch as all of the international policy
actually emanated from the Department of State itself, As a matter of
. Tact, DONALD HISS through his official capacity would be in a position
to obtain first hand knowledge of any information that I might develop
through my official capaclty 1n the Trea%uny Department regarding in-
: ternatlonal loang ¥

During the course of the 1nvest1gat10n of ALGER HISS
based on’ the allegations of T- 8 the follow1ng information was glso
developed*

It was ascertained that from August 4, 1945, through
August 31, 1945, five telephone calls had been made to the HISS resi-
“dence in Washington, D. G, from telephone number 767 at Croton, New
York. The New York Division ascertained that this number was listed
to Dr., DANIEL E. SCHNEIDER, Mt. Airy Road, Croton, New York, and was
discontinued on September 26, 1945, That office advised further that
it had been learned through confidentlal sources that the above tele~
phone calls were collect calls made by Dr. DANIEL SCHNEIDER to ALGER
" HISS at Michigan 0811 in Washington, D, G, The latter number was as-
certained to be the residence telephone number of ALGER HISS

A mail cover placed'on the residence'address of .
ALGER HISS in Washington, D. Co, 3120 P Street, N, W,, disclosed that.
during May 1946, ALGER HISS received mail bearing the return address
of DANIEL E. SCHNEIDER, M, D., 110 East 87th Street, New York, M, Y,

s
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 Investigation conducted by. the New York Office -in 1946,
reflected that an individual named SCHNEIDER had rented a cottage from
MICHELE CIMBALO of Mt. Airy Road, Croton, New York, since May 18, 1946.
SCHNEIDER®s New York residence was given as 110 East 87th Street, New
York City. The New York Office advised that a neighborhood investigation
was not advisable zt SCHNEIDER®!s summer address since that neighborhood
is completely Communistic and CINMBALO was Chairman of the Westchester

County ALP and asctive in Union and labor affairs.

Further investigation reflected that DANIEL EDWARD
SCHI\IEIDER had been born in Cleveland, Ohio and was a neuropsychiatrist
and psychoanalyst by profession. It was ascertained that from 1935 %o
19395 he had been an Assistant Alienist at Bellevue Hospital in New York
City. According to New York files s he was a member of a group of the
Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division who distributed a pamphlet en-
titled, "X-Ray Among  the Psychiatry Staff', up to about June 1939, This
pamphlet urged the readers to join the Communist Party and read the
"Daily Worker®. The Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division was reported
to be known as .z center of Communist activities and that the Z-Ray Maga-
zine was published by the Bellevue Unit of the Communist Party.

It is 4o be noted that T-8 had alleged that one CEDRIC
BDLFRA.GE had been furnishing her superior in the Soviet espionage ring
with information. During the course of the investigation of BELFRAGE
by the New York Office, it was ascertained on February 11, 1946, that
BELFRAGE had been in contact with JOSEPH NORTH and that on February 4,
1946, he had been in touch with one ISADORE SCHNEIDER. Both of these
individuals were described as editors of the magazine "New Masses",
and it was noted that JOSEPH NORTH resided at Mt. Airy Road, Gro‘aon—onu-'
Hudson, New York, and had long been active in Communist Party circles,

In connection with SCHNEIDER, it was reported that
BELFRAGE and SCHNEIDER- discussed a new book belng written by ALBERT
KAHN, It-was also indicated that ISADORE SCHNEIDER's wife was HELEN
BERLIN SCHNEIDER and that she had been employed in the ‘office of |
"Amerasia" at the time that that publlcatlon had been involved in a
alleged Soviet espionage. consplracyo

The files of the Washington Field Offlce do. not re~
zler't w'he‘bher ISADORY SCHNEIDER :Ls rel;..‘bed to DANIEL E. SCHNEIDER,

It is noted further that during the course of the
investigation being conducted in Washington, D, C., on the basis of
the allegations of T-8, it was determined that DAVID WAHL at that
time a resident of Washington; D. C. was a contact of many of the
individuals allegedly involved in.the Soviet espionage ring.

- 7=-= ‘ M |
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In connection with WAHL, it is interesting to note that
Twll, a former member of the Communist Party in Washington, D. C, who has
furnished considerable relisble information in connection with Communist
Party matters, stated that the informant knew DAVID WAHL to have been a
member of the Communist Party in Washington, D, C. in the late 30s and
that WAHL had told the informant that espionage was one of the reaons why
he had been sent to Washington; D, C. by his Party superiors. This in-
formant related that WAHL made regular trips between New York City and
Washington, Do G, at bi-weekly intervals at that time.

T=10, a completely reliable source, advised at the end
of April 1947 that he had learned from MARY JANE KEENEY, another indivi-
dual who was identified as a contact of many of the members of the alleged
Soviet espionage ring in Washington, D, Co; as reported by T-8, that a
DAN and HELEN SGHNEIDER were guests at the home of DAVID WAHL, 3 Lexington
Street, Kensingbton, Maryland, on the weekend of April 25, 1947 o MARY JANE
KEENEY had seen the SCHNEIDERS there at which time they had discussed an
interview by FBI agents with NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER and his wife.
fccording to T-8§, SIIVERMASTER was a ring leader in the Soviet espionage
conspiracy deseribed by her,

MARY JANE KEENEY stabed that DA\: SCENEIDER had told her
that a mentor in New York was bringing out a book in a ccuple of months
concerning the FBI in which no holds were barred, It is believed that
SCHNEIDER referred to a book subsequently published by ALBERT KAHN.

T~l5 confirmed that DAN and EELEN SCHNEIDER were guests
at the WAHL home during the period in question and advised further that
SCHNEIDER had sent a telegram to 461 East 82nd Stieet, New York City in
which he stated that the telephone service was bad and requested that he
received a wire every morning. “

T-16 beheved to be a completely reliable source, ad-
vised that MARY JANE KEENEY on April 27, 1940, had sttended a dinner at
the residence of JACK MARSALKA at which DAN and HELEN SCHNEIDER of New
York City were also in attendance., MARSALKA was ascertalned by this
-office to have been a contact of many of the individuals alleged by

T-8 to be involved in Sov:Let espionage activities in Washington, D. C.

Washlngwn Field Office files reflect further that at
11205 P, Mo on the evening of April &, 1947, DAVID WAHL and an individual,
subsequently identified as Dr, DANIEL SCHNEIDER left 110 East &7th

-
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" Street; and after walking around in the neighborhood until 12:10 A. Moy

April 9, 1947, they re-entered 110-East 87th Street; New York Citys It
was observed at that time they were making notes in a notebook.

Subsequent contacts between WAHL and DANTIEL SCHNEIDER
are known to have occurred.

Washington Field Office files also reflect that
THURMAN SCRUGGS WILKINS who inm 1940 was recruited for Soviel espionage
in the Orient by IGNACY SAMUEL WITCZAK, advised in July 1947 that
WITCZAK had spoken of a "Dr, Boss" who was interested in international
relations., WILKINS stated that "Boss® might have been approached by
WITCZAK to perform a Soviet espionage mission. ™Dr, Boss" was to be=
lieved to be idsentical with CLAUDE ALBERT BUSS whom WITCZAK allegedly

‘visited when 3USS was Director of OWI in San Francisco in June 1945,

It was determinéd that BUSS had previcusly been Executive Assistant
to the High Commissioner of the Philippines on the recommendation of
ALGER HISS, “

Investigation conducted in Washington, D, G, reflected
that the files of the Depsrtment of State contained the following mes-—
sages

. -Radio communlhatiOAS between the Department of State
and the High Commissioner to the Philippine Tslands reflect that on

December 31, 1940, the iollow1ng message was sent to ‘the High Commige
sioners {

"Message G46. Further reference your 916, September 1."

"Mr, CLAUDE A. BUSS now on faculty of University of
Southern Galifornia, Los Angeles, is availsble to come to Manila
immediately as Executive Assistant. BUSS is about thirty-six
years olé, married, and has two children, eight and ten rcspec»
tively. He is former Foreign Service Officer who has served in~
the Far East, As a University teacher has specialized in our
Far Eastern relations., He is a fluent draftsman, has keen mind,

- and pleasing personality, Should be excellent at meeting mem-

. bers of business community and in relations with Fhilippine and
other officials as had little administrative experience asnd has
heretofore not found administrative duties interesting. However,
he assured me when in Washington last week he believed he could

”»
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adequately handle the administrative aspects of a position and
that he was prepared for 4 good deal of routine administrative
correspondence and other work., He made an excellent impression
on mo and I consider that he would te satisfactory, and in dis-
cussing salary I think you should offer him 7500, He is well
thought of by those in the Deparitment vho know him., Suggest you
consult SALTSBURY, Have as yet had no response from the De=-
partment of Commerce, ALGER HISSY,

_ Under date of January 3, 1941, Radiogram #7 from the High
- Commissioner from the Fhilippines was as followss "For ALGER HISS; your
646. Appreciate youws finding BUSS. Very favorably inclined toward offer—
ing him position, Refore doing so I should be very much interested in
Imowing your opinion as between BUSS and NOEL FIELD who is the better man
for the job. Also is BUSS better than BERGELIN, if he is available? IHave
. you net BUSS®s wife, and if so what is she like? Would also appreciate
ELDON JOMES® opinion of BUSS. Have you yet heard from Department of Com-
merce? If Commerce has not recommended anyone more faveorably than BUSS
‘and if T receive from you favorsble repiies to these inquiries, I shall
-expect te send radicgram to BUSS offering to recommend him, I am anxious
_to lose no time in the matter "

: On Janvary 11, 1941, Radiogram #17 was sent to the High
Commissioner to the Ph111pp1nes as followss "From ALGER HISS, your #7

of January 3, It is my impression that the most competent persons in the
Department of State consider that BUSS is under all circumstances betbter
qualified than FIELD. Do not consider I am personally familiar enough
with characteristics and personslities of two men to make definite choice.
BUSS wonld unquestionsbly be able to reach Manila sconer. Have not met
BUSS?! wife, but understand from colleagues of BUSS! that she is atibrac-
tive and intelligent., WELDON JONES has not met BUSS who is now in Cali=
fornia, His address ig UCIA, JONES thinks highly of LEE vwho is mentioned
in your #94‘ December 28, I perscnally should think that BUSS? experi-
ruce in our Foreign Service would make him better qualified than LEE.
WELDON JONES has been ‘unable as yet to locate LEE, "

The file reflects a copy of a night lefter directed to ‘“
subject on January 15, 1941, offering him the position as Executive As—
sistant to the High Commissioner of the Philippine Islands.

: It is observed that in 1940 and in 1941 ALGER HISS was
employed as a Special Assistant t¢ an Assistant Secretary of State.

~PENDING~ ', _

' 50 Kisseloff-12009
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WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE
At Washingbon, D. B,

W:Lll continue to develop information pertinent to this
1nvest:|.,g,at3.on and concluds the investigation requested in Bureau letter
to New York dated January 2, 1949,

[
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A confidential source of the Washington Field
Office from whom the active indices of the
Wlashington Committee for Democratic Action were
obtained, :

STANLEY X, HORNBECK, Department of State
RAYMOND E., MURPHY, Deparitment of State

Mrs. LECRA FULLER, 2800 Woodley Road, Washing—
th E) Do Co *

CHESTER C. DAVIS, Federal Reserve Bank,
3t, Louls, Missouri .

BENJAMIN MANDELL, 3101 Pennsylvania Avenue, S, W.,
Washingten, D, Go . :

Subversive files, Metropolitan Police 'Depaz'tmen'ho'

referencs to informants T-Lg; 3, 4y 55 65 and 7,

the information which they furnished appears in the file entitled YALGER
HISS, Assistant to ddwisor on Political Relations, Department of State s
INTERNAL SECURITY, HATCH ACT.® A1l these sources have been recontacted

" in connection with the

current investigetion with the exception of T4,

Mrs, LEGRA FULLER, 2800 Woodley Road; Washington, D. €., who is deceased.

; T"""g )]

Qonfidential Informant GREGORY.

T.'“'go

E“:}.O o

, T"'llo
of State RUSSELL,

Tl

% u

JCSEPH A, PANUCH, Deputy to Assisbant Secretary

B2
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Twl6o & highly confidential souvee known to Special
- .

Agents X e G @ Wlashington Field
Office
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Terza Xo. 1 = . .
THI3 CASE ORIGIRATED AT N7 YORK ° ’ . . - FLENO. 7/ 0y
RPOnT MABEAT . BATEVHEN | PANODFOR WIGH MADE | FEFORT MADTEY 3300l
TASHINGTON, D. C. I 1/31/49 LUDXIG W. R. CBEWNDCAFA
PERJURY; EofICall — o
JhY DaVID WHITTAKER CHAABERS, was, ET AL - INTERNAL SAJURITY - R
SYNO'?SESO?FAGTS:

Information concerning ALGEZR HISS in Washing-
ton Field Office files reviewsd and sumrarizei.
In 1942 HISS denied allegations of Cr member-
ship and membership in WCDA in sworn statlsuént.
Information furnished by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS to
4. A, BERLE in 1939 and to Bureau agents on
May 10, 1945, concefning CP Underground Move-
ment in Fashington, D. C., and HI3S!' alleged
~connection therewith set out. T-8, confessed
Soviet agent, alleged in November 1945 that -
HISS involved in Soviet espionage ring in
Washington, D. C. Results of investigation
set out. Contacts with HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr.,

&FX "and ROBERT.T. MILLER, III, nofed.
S ORAATION CONTATNED C
HERET XIS UNcLassrEy Bk e
EXCEET NIERE SHOWN 1 - . -p- FIASORT
OT WISEM-"‘ o ,FC!izz,t

REFERANGE:  Bureau File No. 74-1333. D‘ff:é‘&a ”
’ New York teletype to Bureau and waahlngtonfleld
dated January'26 1949 ,

DETATIS: A AT FASHINGTON, D. G.

" * RE: ALGER HISS

"The purpose of this report is to set forth in sumary
form information contalned in the files of the reportlng offlce concerning

%“:\.‘ﬁ:& . - .m;km‘ ' A pouqrvfnimxrfmmsrm
-\ 7¥ 1 /333 |50 |

5 ) Burea or R R -1
au 1. ) 4
- New York . ' o 62Q475L/f ‘
(1 ~ THOMAS A. DONEGAN, Special Kisselgft-12013
Assistant to the Attorney
General, New York City)

L3 - Washington Field
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ALGER HISS. This report will not include information concerning HISS'
antecedents or his educational and professional background. With respect
to this information, attention is directed t6 the report of Special Agent

LAMBERT G. ZANDER, dated January 31, 1949, at Washington, D. G. in the
instant matter.

The files reflect that on a list furnished to the
Attorney General by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House
of Representatives, of which the Honorable MARTIN DIES was Chairman, the
following information appeared°

HALGER HIoS ' Legal Adviser, $5,800
3415 Volta Place, N. W. Department of State
Washington, D. C.

Member Washington Committee for Democratic Action®

‘In December 1941 an agent of this office contacted the
DIES Committee and ascertained that the basis for placing HISS!' name as a
member of the Washington Committee for Democratiec Action on the list furnished
to the Attorney General was the appearance of his name on a list in the
possession of the DIES Committee entitled "Washington Committee for Desmocratic
Action". 'No further information was available concerning this matter from
the DIES.Committee.

T-1 advised the Washlngton Field Office that the name
ALGER HISS did not, in fact, appear in the active indices of the Washington
Committee for Democratic Actlon, however, T-1 advised that the name of Mrs.
ALGER HISS, 3415 Volta Place, No W. did appear in the active 1ndlces of that
Organlzatlono

T-2, who was an employee of the Department of State,
advised that -he had been acquainted with Mr. HISS for a peried of five years.
During this period, the informant stated nothing had come to his attention to
czuse him to doubt Mr. HISS® loyalty. -T-2 stated that at one time he heard
that Mr. HISS and his brother, DONALD HISS, also an employee of the Department
of State, were classed as "fellow travelers". Informant stated he was not
aware of the basis for the allegations. He stated that Mr. HISS was at one
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time secretary to the late Associate Justice OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES of the
Supreme Court. He stated that Justice HOIMES was considered "liberal#

and added, "But what a liberal®. .In this connection, the informant stated
in his opinion, Mr. HISS likely absorbed some of the beliefs of Justice
HOIMES during his-association with him, and that if Mr. HOIMES is classed -
as "liberal®, his’ "llberalism" is llkely of-the same quality. T-2 stated
that it had been his observation that Mr.. HISS is a "stay at home", and
does not get about as much as would be to his advantage. Informant knows
of no activities of Mr. HISS away from his officé. He stated that Mr.
HISS!' wife is p0851b1y "more liberal" than her husband and may possibly
have membershlp in “llberal organizations!.’ .

T—3, who was an employee of the Department of State, adv1sed
that he was not.well acquainted :with Mr. HISS, bubt that from hearsay and
otherwise he ‘is 1ncllned to class’ Mr. HISS as a "Iaskl 8001allst"

' . T=4, who was acqualnted w1th Mr. HISS during the years
from 1933 to 1935, when he was employed. by the Agrlcultural Adjustment -
Administration, described Mr. HISS as beirig honorable in personal affairs,
but intellectually dishonest. The informant stated that Mr. HISS, together
with LEE PRESSMAN, GARDNER JACKSON, FRANK SHEA and others in the Agrlcultural
Adjustment Admlnlstratlon, 1nterpreted the- -Agricultural Adjustment Act, not
in the spirit of the law, but in a mammer which would suit their bellefs and

“own private purposes. Informant stated that Mr. HISS and his associates sur-
. rounded theémselves with employees in the Agricultural Adaustment Administra- .

tion of their .own: ch0031ng, whom they knew would fall -in line with their social
and economic theories. '.This informant stated that it was the definite purpose
of this group to change -our form of Government, and to use the 1nstrumentallty
of the good offices of the Department of Agriculture to further their purposes.
The informant explained that these individuals in the Agriculfural Adjustment
Administration, instead of administering the law, as it was intended, to protect

-the interest. of tenant farmers, deliberately used the Government's tlme and

money in an effort to unionize share croppers and tenant farmers.. Informant
stated that Wthere was- nothing of Amer1ca~-"My Country"T1s of Thee, in what
those boys were doing." .. .

‘ T—4 recalled blts of conversation which the informant
stated passed between Mr HISS LEE PRESSMAN and others during this period.

r,,p.var"'!‘%

_.m
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Informant recalled that -one of the persons involved had stated that the

#Okies would be the best people to change order, and that Migrant labor

was their meat." Informant stated that the use of professional agitators

was made in comnection with the attempt to unionize share croppers. T-4
stated that in this connection, at one time a report was made concerning

share croppers in the State of Arkansas, and that the report was considered

a confidential report to which the public was not entitled. Shortly there-
after, some 219 communications were addressed to the Department of Agriculture,
in the nature of "demands" that this report be made public. Informant stated
that the sources of' these communications were traced and were found to be
organizations which could have neo possible interest in the report, or information
as to its existence, and in many cases it was found that fictitious return
addresses had been used. T-4 stated concerning Mr. HISS, "If he was not a
Communist, he was a fellow traveler®. Informant adv1sed that Mr. HISS vas.

one of the organizers of the Lawyers Guild and stated that he possibly had

. "an overdose of Harvard®. T-4 furthér stated that he was "quite a Marmist®.

Informant stated that Mr. HISS was very shrewd and that due to his shrewdness
he was not included in the "purge" which took place in the 2gricultural
Adjustment Administration in 1935°

In comnection with the information stated above, and
attributed to informant T-4, it may be stated that T-4, maintained a diary
at the time the. events stated above were alleged to have taken place. The
diary records the impressions of informant at the time of the dctivities of
Mr. HISS and his associates. Quotations from this' diary, which appeared to -
be indicative of the informant's impressions are stated belows

“Admlnlstraoors, who don't happen to be lawyers are
certainly at the mercy of a motley crew possessed of .
appalling energyo"

"ieanwhile, mén who have never been closer to a farm

than the campus of Harvard or Columbia, may have flown to

Arkansas to lend a helping hand to sharecroppers—-terribly
- worked up over their sad plight.t '

-#ind if you go to the Capitol, you will find them like
locusts swarming in Committee rooms--especially the
Munitions Investigations Commlttee, ClVll Liberties
Committee, etc.n

: Kisseloff-12016
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"I am sick when I see at close range men using the
undoubtedly high purposes and motives of the President,
to put over their fantastic ideas, financed beyond
their wildest dream. And do you think the group of
vinom I speak could await the slow process of education
in order to better conditions? That gives them a
laugh.n

Honest men, in sympathy with the President!s program,
simply cannot conceive of the situation.®

"I have no quarrel with their being anything they want
to be, but I do object to the mantle of democracy
being used in the way it is. And I do object to-the
superciliousness of this group when dealing with the lawyers
not of their own breed. And, as to Government service?
They don't know what it means. Just say, as actually
happened, that such a thing could not be done. The
question shot back promptly was, tWhy'? Because there
is a lew which prohibits it they were told. The.answer
came back promptly, *Oh, we'll change that!. And, by
golly, that’s what they are .doing®.

For instancer In the group were JEROME FRANK, with
three lieutenants, ALGER- HISS, LEE PRESSMAN, FRANK SHEA.
These men, not Mr. FRANK, brought in a group of men of
their own choosing. I smile when I read of political
appointments. ALGER HISS gave orders not to let any
Member of Congress even see JEROME FRANK, because he
might do what they wanted "

s begin to believe a few less.'brilliant’ lawyers, with

some knowledge of agriculture, and a less socialistic
viewpoint might have been able to produce laws just as
unconstitutional.tt : :

WMen credited with advising the President, writing the
laws, administering them, are seizing the opportunity to
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put forward their own half-baked ideas. That is being
charitable to them. ' Some of them are deliberately trying
to set one group against another, possibly feeling they
are honest, but if so, why go to the trouble of being so
plausible in disguising their motives that even sane;
sensible men give them the benefit of the doubt? Thy

not say, what I've heard them say privately? ftLabor should
run the Goverrnment' said one; 'better for all industry if

~ it were run by the Govérnment' contributes another; and

4

ever and always 'down with the profit motive'!.®

then the so-called 'purge! took place If1l admit I

was stunned by its suddenness, but if CHESTER DAVIS had
not acted then, well, he would not have been the CHESTER
DAVIS whom I had known of for many years through my
agricultural contacts. However, not even he, being a
mere mortal, could have known all the behind~the scenes
stuff. No one can work with an organization and betray
it, if he has any sense of loyalty, and no one working
with JERCME FRANK would betray him -~ that is, except those
in whom he placed most confidence - misguidedly. So,
CHESTER DAVIS today has only the most sketchy idea of what
actually happened. However, the day after the purge,
JEROME FRANK's lieutenants acted according to their
temperaments .- they ran true to form. PRESS - faced with
no job, and an opportunist at all times, made the amazing

_statement that he ‘*had been one of JEROME's severest

critics' and therefore should be retained. HISS, more
suave, who was in reality a more dangerous person ‘than
PRESSMAN because not as obnoxious personally, managed
to retain his footing and became one of the -lawyers most
relied upon to go to the front - and how many fronts he
is serving on is a tribute to the young man’s amazing

_energy, plausibility and all around colossal nerve."

"Lets take these three men one at a time. First - ALGER

HISS. For months during 1934 he. served with the Munitions
Investigation Committee - detailed from AAA. He worked

Kisseloff-12018
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SBEET
on the 1934 amendments to the AAA on the side
directing his corps of hand-picked assistants. Scme
of the work of the Munitions Committee found its way
into the AAA office - many stenographers were engaged -
in assisting, at a time when we were short of help.
In the fall of 1934 he was very busy, all over the place,
and when February 1935 came, he managed to stay long
enough, and work smoothly enough to leave in charge of
the work at the Capitol one of his trusted subordinates.
HISS, it seemed, had impressed Chairman NYE - hence his
selection for that work. Few people knew how close he
was to the group pressing for the inquiry. After knowing
that JERCME FRANK had never signed an opinion without
ALGER's 0.K., and moreover that JEROME signed meny opinions
without going into them fully, just listening to ALGER's
specious reasoning, and seeing that JEROME had to stand
the gaff while ALGER landed into the counsels of the mighty,
I*m willing to give the young man credit for anything, in-
cluding hypnotic powers.?

TALGER HISS had a force working under him for a solid year
‘o prove that all landlords were crooks - to stir up share-
croppers, and as -one agriculturist in a southern State
cormmented -~ 'inbto the opinions of the Legal Division there
are being included more and more, provisions designed to
- overthrow the land tenure system of the Southf. The share-
cropper difficulties.were publicized through the medium
of farm organizations which sprang up in New York overnight;
Leagues for this and that; but the real crew worked right
in our office. Tiwyers who never came closer to a farm
than the campus of Harvard and Columbia, were-all wrought
up over matters in Arkansas.® '

T-5, who-was in a position in the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration to observe Mr. HISS during his employment there, stated that
Mr. HISS was not one of the persons requested to resign from the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration in the "purge" of 1935. This informant stated thai
he had no doubt whatever ‘that some members of the staff were “extreme lert.-
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- ¥




Ry

WFO 74—94 : o - . . , B

wingers", and stated that he always felt like GARDNER JACKSON might even carry
a Communist Party card.. He.stated, however, that he had never considered
ALGER HISS in the same. 11ght and had no doubt &t that time as t6 his loyalty.
He stated that Mr. HISS resigned from the position because he, HISS, felt
officials of the Agrlcultural Adjustmént Administration no longer had the

confidence 1n him, whlch so far as the 1nformant was concerned was not the
case. : . ,

T—S ‘recalled that one of theé chief difficulties that arose
in the Agrlcultural Adjustment Administration was the attempt of the Legal
Division to interpret the Act, not according to the intent of Congress, but in
accordance with their own vieiws. In this connection, informant stated that he
confronted ALGER HISS with the fact and HISS stated the law might be subject
to more than one interpretation.

‘ T—6 who professed 0. have been at one time a member of
the Communlst Party, adv1sed that he was not dcquainted with ALGER HISS dur-
ing the time of the informant's membership in the Party. - He stated he under-
stood certain New York Communists had a connection at the State Department,
through whom certain considerations could be recelved ‘but was unable to state
the source of his information.

—7, who maintains files concernlng subversive activities
in the District of Columbia, advzsed that his files contalnedno information
concernlng Mr. HISS other than mention of his name as an employee of ‘the -
Agrlcultural Adaustment Admlnlstratlon at the tlme of- the "purge". -,

£ OneFebruary 14, 1942, Mr. -HISS, after being duly sworn,
made the follow1ng voluntary statement, the original of which was retained
in the files of this office.. He decllned to return to this office to sign
the statement stating that he saw.no necessity for doing so, inasmuch as he
felt certain the statemeht would be typed as he had dictated it.
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“Washington, D. C.
February 14, 1942

#*Statement of ALGER HISS made in the presence of
Special Agent G. D. KING, Jr., and Stenographer ZCNA McARTHUR,
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon. Questions are by Mr. KING.

"Qo Are you.Mr. ALGER HISS employed as an A351stant
. to the Advisor on Political Relatlons of the
Department of State?

na, I am,

Q. Mr. HISS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has

. been. empowered by the 77th Congress of the United
States under Public Iaw No, 135 to investigate the
employees of the Federal Government who are alleged
members of the subversive organizations or who
advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government and
report these findings to the Congress. The purpose
of this interview today is to allow you an opportunity
to answer questions regarding information which has
been recelved by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
concerning alleged activity on your part. The questions
I am about to ask you may be answered if you so désire,
and you will be given an opportunity to include any
statement which you feel is necessary to fairly
present your side of this inquiry. A copy of the report
of this investigation will be furnished to the\agency
which employs you. In order that the statement may
have particular credencé, you will be placed under
oath. Do you have-any objections to that?

g, Not at all.

LN Will you stand please and raise your right hand° Do

you solemnly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, so help you God?

Rars]

=
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I do.

Mr. HISS, what is your preéent hoﬁe address,
please sir? - : -

3415 Volta Place, Northwest, Washington, D. C. .

And would you tell us please how long you have

been employed by the Department of State?

About five and one-half years, I think.

. Mr. HISS, are you now-or have you ever been a

member of the Washington Committee for Democratic
Action?

I have not.

Have you ever attended any meetings of that,
organization or received any of its literature

to your recollection?

I certainly have never attended any meeting, and I
have no recollection of receiving any of its
literature.

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever been a
member of the Communist Party?

I am not ‘and never haveﬂbeen.

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the

" Young Communist League?

I have not and never have been.’

Have you ever attended any meetlngs or received any
literature to your recollection of these two.
organizations? -

. Kisseloff~12022
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Not to my recollection have I received any

literature, and I know I have never at tended
any meetings.

Mr. HISS, do you now or have you ever advocated
the overthrow of the present form of Government

" which we enjoy. in the United States?

I certainly have not. There is only one Govern-
ment that I want to overthrow and that is HITLER's.

Mr. HISS, have you'éver advocated disloyalty
to our- present form of Government?

I haVelnota'

At this time, Mr. HISS, you may have the opportunity
of making any statement you deem pertinent to this

- inguiry you so desire.

Well, that is a big order. I think the best state-
ment I can make is really a question. This all
comes as a great surprise to me, and I'd like to
find out what it is all about if it is .proper to
ask. I have always been-a staunch supporter of the
ROOSEVELT administration éver since it came in. -

As I informed you at the beginning -~ pbssibly then
you didn't quite grasp, not knowing what was coming

.later -~ _that under Public law No. 135 which was

passed by the 77th Congress, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation was empowered by that Congress under that
Law to 1nvest1gate the employees of the Federal
Government who' are alleged members of . subversive
organizations.

It was the word alleged that I was addressing myself
to. I wondered what the allegations were, because it

was hews 10 me. I think the purpose of the resolution
is laudable.

Kisseloff-12023 o
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I am not at liberty to furnish you the information
from the files.

But if you could give me some indication of what

it was you had in mind, I would knov what to address

my statement to.

I couldn't give you any indication. The only indica-
tion is by the questions I have already asked you

as to what the allegation ¢éould possibly be. That is
all T am at liberty to furnish you. )

As far as the statement is concerned, not knowing the
allegations which were referred to in the Statute, I
don't know what particular kind of statement would be
helpful. My background and record, I assume, are
available to you anyway. I am & lawyer by training.
I have been employed by the Federal Government half
of the time since I graduated from law school, and
the rest of the time I was employed in a private

law firm in Boston and New York. I came down here in
1933 at the behest of the Government. I remained
according to my statement at the behest. of the Govern-
ment. I think I could have made a good deal more money
if I had stayed.in the private practice of law in

New York., My reason for coming to Washington was
not to make money, but to be helpful to the country.
As a lawyer, I don't ascribe any significance to
self-serving statements, but without knowing what
specific kind of things -you have in your files, which
it is not proper for you to disclose, I really don't
know what to say that would be helpful to you in

the way of a statement.

'Wéll this is not a hearlng. This is purely a

voluntary interview, and the interview is made a

- part of the investigative repért in our file. Is

there anything further you wish to say?

Kisseloff-12024 g
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"A. " I'd like to ask whether I am at liverty to inform
‘wy immediate superior of the Department of State
of the fact that you called me in here.

Q. That is entirely up to you! A

At the time.the above information was developed, HISS
resided at 3415 Volta Place, N. W., Washington, D. C., and was Assistant to
the Advisor on Political Relations of .the Department of State.

On May 4, 1945, the Bureau furnished this office with
certain notes which had been made by Mr. A. A. BERLE, former Undersecretary
of State, U, S. State Department, who received the information from one
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in September 1939. It was stated that CHAMBERS was an
admitted member of the Communist Party from 1924 to 1937, and at one time
was Editor of the "Daily Worker™ and subsequently was Editor of "New Masses".
CHAMBERS had pointed out that the Communist Party at that time was interested
in the organization of a Government Underground in Washington, D. C., and
this underground movement was originally headed by HAROLD WARE.

The following is set out from the original notes:

"L.ondon Underground Esplonage Agent

(l) Dr. PHILIP ROSENBLIEIT ~ Formerly of (41st St. & B'way, NE)
Dr. GREENBERG -~ MD (West 70th NY
Brother-in~law
American leader of British Underground C.
Head in America Mack Moren (alias Philipovitch
-~ allegedly. Yugoslav) -
real name -~ %

ROSENBLIETT -~ in U.S.
connected with Dr. ISADOR MILLER - Chemist's Club - 4lst St.
_ Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, N. J.
"~ was Tfront! behind MACK MOREN existed - in
' 5 . MILLER's employ * ‘ :
Knew PRESSMAN - his alias was 'COLE PHILIPS' -
Introduced him to MACK MOREN, buying arms

_ for Spanlsh (Loyallst) Gov'te s

! LS
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PRESSMAN - as counsel -~ helped MOREN - made
a flight to Mexico with him; .forced down .
at Brownsville, Tex. in late ¥36 or early
137 - probably fall of '36.

PRESSMAN

Underground organized by ’ohe late HAROLD WARE PRESSMAN
was in his group - (1932-322) PRESSMAN then in the
AQ-A Ao -

NATHAN WITT -~ Secretary of the NLRB - head of the
underground group.after HAROLD WARE -

JOHN ABT - followed WITT in that group -
Tax Divin’'~ Dep't of Justice & now
in CIO (M. WARE's widow - -JESSICA SMITH
Ed. Sov:.et Russ:La)

Mr. ABT - Si'ster. MARION BACHARACH - Secretary
- Communist from Minnesota.
(JESSICA SMITHs With Rauters in 1926 -~
. friend of TOUIS FISCHER)

Meetmg placesy JOHN ABT's house ~ 15th St.

CHARLES KRIVITSKY - alias CHARLES KRAMER - (C.I.O. )
worked in. la.-Follette Commn.ttee -
Phys::.c:.st. .

VINCENT RENO ~ Now at Aberdeen Prov:.ng Grounds -
Formerly CP° - Computer - Math. Assist. to Col. ZORNIG
organizer under (Aerial bomb sight Detectors)
alias 'LANCE CLARK.!

PHILIP RENO - in Social Security ( ?) -
was head of Underground Trade JUnion Group
}?olltlcal leader

ELINOR NELSON, treasurer of Fed. ﬂnplzoyees' Union -
Fed. Workers' Union,. C 1.0. -'headed by
JAKE BAKER)
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RENQ connected with Baltlmore Party
organizer .— BENJAMIN (BUNDEY) FRIEDMAN
alias FIELD - then California - then Hussia
- now organizer for Baltimore & Washington
of Above—Ground Party - Underground connections -

State

Post - Edltarshlp, Foreign Service Journal '
was in Alexandria Unit of CP - in
'Underground Apparatus' -

DUGGAN ~ LAURENCE - (Member CP 77)

?
(ADLEIGH) WADLEY - Trade Agreement oectlon
LOVELL ~ "
Communist Shop Group
ELINOR NELSON. - LAURENCE DUGGAN - -JULTEN WADLEIGH -
West European Div'n - FIELD - still in -~
(LEVINE says he is out went into I.E.O.
Then in Committee for Repatriation
His leader was HEDDA GOMPERTZ

LAUGHLIN CURRIE: Was a .'Fellow Traveler! -
. helped védrious Commun;sts ~.never, went the
~whole way. -

8:EL. -
PHILIP RENO - used to be

Treasury . . o v

SCHLOMER ADLER (SOL ADLER?)
“Counsel's Office
Sends weekly reports to C. P (Gen. Counsells Qffice)
FRANK COE - Now teacher at McGill.
: There are two: brother - -One of them
in CP's 'Forgign Bureau' - BOB COE

Kisseloff-12027
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* Known. from PETERS - formerly in Bela Kun

Govi. Agricultural Commissariat - called Gandosz(9)
Then to Russia - then here, in Business Office of
7Communlst ‘paper 'Uj Elorit! - then, after 1929 -
head of CP. Underground, lived in Hamilton: Ap'tsq
Woodside, L. I. - uhder alias 'SILVER' - &.
- lectured in Communist camps -
Friend: 'BLAKE! of . 'Freiheit! - Real name -
WEINER - American: Polish Jew. - -
PETERS was respon51ble for Washlngton Sector
Went- to Moscow - where is he now? -
Wife - & Comintern courier - -
.West Coast - Head: !The 0ld Man' - VOLKOV is
his real name - daughter a Comintern
courier. He knows the West Coast:
underground -~ Residence:r San Francisco
or Qakland - )

: AIEXANDER TRACHTENBERG - Polltburo -
member of the Exsc. Committee
" Head of GPU in U.S.
Works With PETERS -

Plans for “two Super—battleshlps -

secured 1n 1937 -~ who gave -
KARP' - brother-in-law of MOLOTOV - working
with SCOTT FERRIS, got this released -

Now:  Naval Architect working on it, why??
. FIELD was original, contact .
Hé introduced DUGGAN to GOMPERTZ (HEDDA)
- DUGGAN's relationship was casual -
Shall excuse? - Where 1s HEDDA
GOMPERTZ? - . ‘
DUGGAN & FIELD supposed to have
been both members of party. -

—
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DONALD HISS |
(Philippine Adv1ser)

- Member of C.P. with PRESSMAN & WITT -

Labor Dep't. ~ Asst. to FRANCES PERKINS -
. Party wanted him there - to .send him

-as arbitrator in BRIDGES -trial -

) Brough‘b ‘along by brother -

ALGER HISS

Ass't to SAYRE - CP - 1937 .

Member of the Underground Com. - Active
Baltimore boys -

Yhfe ~ PRISCILLA HISS- Socialist - -
Early days of New Deal '

s e o e e U S e

Note - When 1LOY HENDERSON interviewed Mrs. RUBENS his report immeédiately
went back to Moscow. Who sent it? -~ Suc'h came from Washington.®

WHITTAKER CHAMBERS was mterva.ewed on May 10, 1945, by
agents of the New York Office in his offices <in the Time and L:Lfe Building,
Rockefeller Center, New York City. During the course of this interview,
CHAMBERS stated that after a term of service as Editor of the "New Massest
he was brought in contact with a man® whom he knew simply as ARTHUR. ARTHUR
introduced CHAMBERS to & man whom he recognized as a former Treasurer of
a Hungarian Communist newspaper who had -also published numerous articles on
Commuriism under the name of J& PETERS. ARTHUR introduced this man as PETER.
The latter told CHAMBERS that CHAMBERS would act as a courier between himself
and ARTHUR wntil further notice.. During the cdourse of -this interview,-
CHAMBERS also related considerable information which had come to him concerning
the operations of the Soviet mtelllgence service with. which he believed
ARTHUR to be associated. In.approximately 1935 his courier activities between
ARTHUR and PETER ceased. . At that time he was instructed by PETER to contact
- HAROLD WARE in Washington, D. C.,.and was told that he would act, as a connect-
ing link between HAROLD WARE in Washmgton and PETER in New York City.
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"In approximately 1935 he was instructed by PETER to contact
HAROLD WARE in Washlngton, D. C. and was told he would be the comnecting link
between WARE and PETER in New York City, and that in addition. to these activities
as a courier he would also serve as a morale officer giving people talks and
indoctrination talks to the Underground group headed by WARE CHAMBERS ex~
plained that WARE was the. leader of a group of men composed of government
. employees in high salaried positions who were Communist members, but whose
activities with the Party as such had ceased when they were transferred to the
Underground of the Communist Party. He stated further that there were several
organizations of this Underground, each consisting of approximately six to ten
individuals who did not khow of the existence or members of any of the other
units but who maintdined liaison through the leaders. He advised that he, him-
self, was the liaison between the particular unit headed by HAROLD WARE and
PETER and that he did not know of any of the operations of the other liaison
men between PETER and underground units in Washington, D. C. He stated that
the organization headed by WARE was composed of approximately eight individuals,
and ‘that almost everyone of thése was himself a leader of another underground unit
operating in Washington and consisting of six to eight members.’

CHAMBERS stated he identified the following individuals as
"having been members of the partlcular Underground unit in which he was interested:

. JOHN ABT . . CHARLES KRAMER
LEON PRESSMAN . " ALGER HISS -
HENRY COLLINS ' DONALD HISS-
NATHAN PERLOW - NATHAN WITT.

. He stated there were two other unidentified 1nd1v1duals,
one of whom had the 1ast name of POST. ‘

Accordlng to GHAMBERS this group had as its meeting place
the violin studio belonging to HELEN WKRE the sister of HAROLD WARE, which was
_located above a florist shop on: Connectlcut Avenue at Dupont Circle. They also
met in the homes of the individuals comprising the group. In addition to the
violin studio belonging to HELEN WARE, hestated meetings were heldat JOHN ABT's
house on 15th Street; the apartment of HENRY CQLLINS on St. Matthews Court over
a garage, which was the principal meetlng place of the group, and that one night
they met at the home of KRAMER
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In comnection with ALGER HISS, CHAMBERS recalled that while
he was in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration he had met on several
occasions with HARQLD WARE's group, and that he had usually attended when the
group meetings were held at HENRY COLLINS!' house. He added that when HISS
went into the NYE Committee which was investigating armaments, he was segregated
from the group and had no more official contacts with them but did meet
socially with a-lot of them and was partlcularly close to JOHN ABT's sister,
MARION BACHRACH. - .

. When GHAM:BERS was asked whether or not he believed that
HISS might have broken with the Party, he stated he had no reason to believe
he may have dropped out, and as-a reason for this belief explained that after
he had broken with the Party he had made a special trip to HISS' home in
Georgetown, Washington, D. . C., with the purpose of talking.HISS into breaking
away from the .Party. CHAMBERS explained that when he arrived PRISCILIA HISS
‘was the only one there and while CHAMBERS momentarily excused himself to go
to the bathroom he observed Mrs. HISS immediately .go to the telephone
obviously to get in touch with Party members. CHAMBERS immediately returned -«
to the room and awaited the arri‘va'l of ALGER HISS.

W‘nen HISS arrived they had dinner together at his home and
then CHAMB}.RS talked with HISS all night long in an effort to’ persuade HISS
to leave the Party. CHAMBERS stated that with tears streaming down his face
HISS had refused to break with the Communists and had-given as a reason for
not breaking his loyalty to his. friends and principles. CHAMBERS stated his
reason in -going to HISS in order to get him to break away from the Communist
Party was that he personally thought an awful lot of HISS and considered him
. an intelligent and decent young man vwhose bBetter judgment should have led him
to break with theCommunist movement. CHAMBERS pointed out that in his opinion
one of the strongest reasons for HISS' maintaining contact with the Communist
Party was the fanatical loyalty: to ‘the Communist Party -on the part of HISS'
Wlfeo .

_ In November 1945, T—-8 a confessed Soviet esplonage agent
and courier, furm.shed considerable :mformatlon concerning the operations of a
Soviet espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C.. This informant alleged
that HAROLD GLASSER an employee of the U S. Treasury Department had been
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a member of the ring, and-stated that GIASSER had been working in Europe for

- the Treasury Departmenf and had dropped:out of the so-called PERLO group in

Washlngton, D. Gn, which group the informant had named as one phase of the
espionage conspiracy. ~The informant stated that VICTOR PERLO, alleged head of
this group, had' told her that GLASSER had asked him if he, GLASSER, would be

able t6 return to the PERLO group. PERLO, in explaining why GLASSER had left

the group orlglnally, stated that GLASSER and one or two others had been
taken some time before by an American in-a government ‘agency in Washington,
D. C., and had been turned over to some Russian. PERLO told the informant
that he did not know the identity of this American, and that CHARLES KRAMER,
also a prominent figure in theespionage ring, as far as he, PERLO, knew, was
the only person who had possession of this information. While talking with
KRAMER at a later date in New York City, thé informant brought this matter up
and KRAMER stated that the person who had originally taken GLASSER away from
the PERLO group was named HISS and that he was employed by the U. S. State
Departmento . )

The informant-stated that WJACKY, a Russian ¢ontact, advised
of the.information relative to GLASSER and in the Spring of 1945 the informant
obtained an article concerning the State Department from the newspaper WPMU
in which HISS was mentioned. At that time "JACK" stated -to the informant that
he had learned the 1dent1ty of HISS.

- The informant stated further that on one occasion, GREGORY
SILVERMASTER, another alleged member of the espionage ring, complained to the
informant that VICTOR PERLO was upsetting éxisting arrangements among the
members of his group in Washington and asked if ‘the informant could do some-
thing to remedy the situation. The informant told WBILL", a Russian contact,
about the SILVERMASTER complaint and he stated that he knew a person named
"GENE", who could Wlay down the law to those boys and straighten them out®.
The 1nformant stated that.it was his 1mpression he was referring to HISS who
had been méntioned in the ¥PM" article and who was’ stated to be an advisor to
DEAN'&CHESON in. the State Department.

. As a result of the allegatlons of T-8, an 1nvest1gat10n was
instituted. by this office late in November 1945, in the course of which the
following information was developed. Unless noted to the contrary, this .
1nformat10n was furnished by T—9, a source close to ALGER HISS and a} wife,

[¥ovingy
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PRISCILLA HOBSON HISS, to.whom both imparted considerable information concern-—

ing their activities and contacts. T-9 is .considered to be completely reliable
by this office.

It was de‘bermlned that HISS , with-his wife and one child
resided at 3210 P Street, N. W.; that he was employed at the Department of
State in the Office of Spe01al Dolltlcal Affairs.

Phys:Lcal surveillances conducted from November 26 to 30,
1945, reflected that HISS went regularly to his place of employment in the
State Department, 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., during this
_ perioed.

: On the evening of November 27, 1945, an unidentified man
was observed leaving the HISS home. He proceeded to 1320 -~ 31st Street, W. W.
He was subsequently .identified as JAMES DONNELL TILGHMAN of that address. i
T-9 advised that TILGHMAN, who by that time was a resident of Baltimore, was a
visitor at the HISS home on December 28, 1946, and was determined thereafter .
to have been in fairly frequent contact -with ALGER HISS. Investigation re-
flected that TILGHMAN was.a native of Baltimore who had been employed in the
Federal government with the Federal Writers' Project, the A:AA. and finally
© the Department of State.

On “the even:Lng of November 30, 1945, a couple subsequently
identified as HAROLD W. STEIN and LORIN S. STEIN, visited the HISS home.
Accordmg to T-9, the HISSes and STEINS were in touch with one another period—
ically in 1946, Investigation reflected that STEIN had been born in New York
Clty and after attending Yale Unlvers:,ty had been employed as a teacher before
Joining the Government service in 1934 with the F. 5.R.C. From December 1935
to. May 1939 he was with the Works Projects. Administration with a brief period
in.1938 as Trial Examine? with the National labor Relations Board. From 1939
to 1941 he was Assistant Director of the Hearings Branch of the Wage and
Hour Division of the Department of Labor. In November 1941 he joined the
War Productlon Board in the Off:.ce for Emergency Management.,

: An 1nvest1gat10n of STEIN was conducted at that time and
various individuals with whom he had previously been employed in “the govern~
ment service described STEIN as “p:.nk'.l.sh" tdefinitely leftist and otherwise
Communistically inclinedh®. '
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One RALPH DeSOLO of Brooklyn, New York, a former member
of the Communist Party, and one EDWIN BANTA of New York, also a former
rember of the Communist Party, stated that STEIN had permitted a sitdown
strike in a Federal Arts Project under his supervision in New York City.
The indices of the House.Committee on Un-American Activities list STEIN
as a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and Mrs.
STEIN as.a member of the Washington Bookshop Association. Both of these

rorganlzatlons were cited by the Attorney General of the United States as
-coming within the purview of Executlve Order 9835,

Phys:.cal surveillances reflected that among HISS'
associates at the Department of State were ISAAC N. P. STOKES, II; .
GORDON B. STRONG and ELWOOD N. THCMPSON. T-9 reported that THOMPSON and
HISS appeared to be very friendly and that their business relationship ‘
appeared to carry over. into the social field.  The files of this off:.ce
contained no information concerning these 1nd1v1dualso

On December 1, 1945, HISS and his famlly visited his
brother, DONALD HISS at 3030 Q Street, N. W., Washington, D. G. On December
24 1945, the HISS family drove to Baltimore and visited HISS' mother, Mrs.
CHARLES A, HISS and his sisters, LUCY and MARY C. HISS. That evening Mr.
and Mrs. HISS visited the home of LEONARD OUTHWAITE, 1708 -~ 2l1st Street,

N. W., Washington, D. C., and the home of his bro’c.her s DONALD HISS at ?030
Q Street, N. W. Mr. and Mrs. OUTHWAITE visited the home of ALGER HISS on
the evening of December 4, 1945. OUTHWAITE was identified as a former
employee of the Veterans Administration, the National Resources Planning
Board, the War Production Board and the Federal Security Agency and as a
Lecturer and Author of some prommence in the field of Anthropologr°

On the morning of Becember 4, 1945, a couple subsequently
:Ldentlfled as ‘Mr. and Mrs. BEN T. MOORE.of 3101 P Street, N. W., Washington,
D. C., were observed being driven downtown by Mr. and Mrs. HISS in the HISS
automobile. This couple had also visited the HISS on the evening of November
29, 1945, BEN MOORE visited the HISS home for dinner on September 21, 1946,
and according to T-9, the two families were apparently quite friendly with
gach other. Investigation reflected that MOORE had been born in New Jersey
and after attending Swarthmore College and Columbia University he served as a
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Research Assistant for the U. S. Senate Munitions Committee in 1934 and 1935.
| From 1939 to 1941 he was an Associate Economist with the U. S. Department of
: Agriculture and from 1941 to 1943 he was employed by the Office of Production
| and Management and the War Yfroduction Board. He entered mll*tary duty in the

Summer of 1943. His wife was employed by the War Department in 1944, accord-
ing to a credlt report. .

On the evenlng of December 8, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. HISS visited
the Metropolitan Club and later-visited the house of Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH COY
. GREEN, 10 Quincy Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland. Mr. GREEN was identified as an
- employee of the Department of State.

- On the evening of December 10, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. HISSwere
the guests of LAWRENCE MEREDITH CLEMSON SMITH of 3230 Reservoir Road, N. W.,
Washington, D, C. SMITH was identified as a State Department employee who had
previously been with. the Federal Security Agency and the Office for Emergency
Management, the Department of Justice, the Security and Exchange Commission,
the National Recovery Administration and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation
since 1933. Mrs. SMITH was reported to be a member of the Washington Committee
-for Democratic Action, mentioned herembefore° -

At approx1mate1y this time, T-10, a completely reliable
source who had close personal contact with both ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS,
advised that PRISCILIA HISS had indicated that ALGER HISS would sail for London
around December 27 or 28, 1945. This informant also reported that both kr. and
Mrs. ALGER HISS had been spending a lot of time on the problem of Atomic Energy
which was related to his work on the United Nations. HISS was reported to be
working actively on this and Mrs. HISS had been attending daily Senate hearings
on the subject. Together they had been attempting to read and understand the
SMYTH Report. On December 15, 1945, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS was reading
HENRY D. .SMYTH's book "Atomic Energy for Military Purposes" ‘

On December 18, 1945, T-9 learned that PRISCILLA HISS had
been in'.contact with an .individual known to the informant only as LOLA.
On January 18, 1946, they discussed the Town Hall program of January 17, 1946,
the topic of Wthh was "What Does the Returning G.I. Expect at Home?" During -
this conversation, Mrs. HISS described the audience as the Junior Chamber of
Commerce and stated they had nevertheless given terrific applause to the very
progressive remarks of BILL MADLDIN, the Cartoonist and another individual.
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The individual known as LOLA stated she had liked the statement in which the
speaker had said that he was going to join two organizations, the American
Legion and the Union, and added she also liked the point that veterans afber
all were not capitalists that they were laborers and were essentially wage
earners. Mrs. HISS stated that that is what democracy is and that there
were thousands who are incipient leaders and could go to Congress tomorrow.
This individual was subsequently identified-as Mrs. ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, also
known as LOLA G. HORTON. She was a member of the Washington Committee for
Democratic dction. ,

Confidential Informants reported that she was generally
regarded as a radical and had possibly participated in the activities of
organizations regarded as radical. She was reported to have been active in
consumer organizations in the District of Columbia, was a member of the League
of Women Shoppers in Washington in 1940 and 1941 and was elected as a
delegate to the National Convention of the Lsague of Women Shoppers. Her
husband, ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, entered the government service as Director
of Information in the Office for Emergency Management in July 1941,
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. On December 23, 1945, HISS advised T-9 that he was going to
Baltimore that afternoon to visit his mother.

On Décember. 25, 1945, this informant learned that ALGER HISS
had notified his brother, DONALD, that he was leaving for London in a few
days in .connection with a UN Gonference to be held in London. ‘ ,

. This informant also reported that during the last half of
December, HISS was engaged primarily in arrangements for this conference.
According to the informant, HISS was apparently out of'Washlngton on
December 19, 1945, - :

He ‘departed for New York 'City on December 29, 194), and
sailed from New York City for England aboard the’ SS QUEEN ELIZABETH on
December 313 194-50

. HISS was absent from the Unlted States from December 31, .
1945 until Pebruary 20, 1946, on which date T-9 reported that he had re-
.turned ‘to his home in.Washingtong D. Co, having flown back from Englando

On December. 30, 19459 T-9 reported that Mrs. HISS appeared
‘to'be friendly with one DOROTHEA BLAISDELL. Her name was reported to
appear on the membership.list of the Washington Committee for Aid to
‘China, which informents of this office hgve reported as having been or-
ganized as a Communist front group, Her husband, DONALD CHRISTY BLAIS-
. DELE, was reported to have been in- contact w1th Mrs° HISS during June
194 o :

‘ " Investigation of BLAISDELL reflected that. he had been con~

nected with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in 1935 and

* had subsequently entered the government service with the Department of

.States His name -appeared on an alleged membership list of the Washing=
ton Committee for Democratic Action in the possession of the House Com-
mittee on Un~American Activities, BIAISDELL denied membership in thls'

‘ organlzation in a signed statement furnished in March 1942.

‘ On February 4, 1946, T-9 reported that Mrs. HISS was en-
gaged in "soliciting funds for an unidentified scholarship program aimed

. at raising $1200,00. This informan} stated that at this timé a woman

vas ih contact with Mrs, HISS ahd adv1sed that she had heard from WILDER
and - that he was" -expected home: sometime- between the 12th and the 20th of

‘December, This informant subsequently ascertained that WILD 6FR and. MARCIA
-.FOOTE ‘were apparently qulte frlendly with the HISS famlly ahd . that there

=
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appeared fb be considerable association between the two families. The

informant learned further that FOOI had apparently been at the UN Con=-
ference in London with ALGER HISS and that the FOOTES had purchased a

~home in Larchmont, New York in the spring of 1946,

On February 6, 1946, Mrs. HISS was reguested by one ALICE
STRONG to assist in raising money for the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews, Mrs, HISS agreed to write letters, make telephone calls
and teke any other sction desired in assisting this project.

The informant learned on February 9, 1946, that HISS's
return from London was imminent and that he would be in the company of
Mr, COHEN (possibly BEN COMEN) and Mr. VANDENBERG (presumably ARTHUR He.
VANDENBERG) ‘

. Mrs. HISS advised T-9 on February 11, 1946, that she and
her husband might take a vacation upon his return from the UN Conference
and added that he was to make a sSpeaking trip to Boston sometime during
Marche It was also learned from this informant that HISS was to accom—
pany STETTINIUS to New York City as soon as the arrival of the UN dele-
gation. there became known.

On February 19, 1946, this informant learned that an in-
d1v1dual known to the informant only as HENRY had advised Mrs., HISS
that he had just returned from overseas and would like to get in touch
with her and her husband, (It is believed that this individual may
have been HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr,, whom other sources had reported as
recently returned from overseaso)

On-February 28, 1946, this informant learned that HISS
would speak on the radio on March 2; 1946, on the Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation broadcast and that he might visit his mother in Baltimore on
March 10, 1946. ‘

On March 13, 1946, Mrs. HISS told the informant that her
husband had a speaking engagement in New York City the following day
and that he expectsd to attend the UN Security Council meetings later
that month in New York City. On the following day Mrs. HISS advised
this source that HISS was to6 be in Boston, Massachusetts from March 18
to 20, 1946, but did not reveal the purpose of this trip.
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On March 20, 1946, Mrs. HISS told the informant that ALGER
HISS had left for Boston March 17, 1946, and would probably go to New
York on March 24, 1946. On the same day the informant learned that Mrs.
HISS was going to lunch with Mrs., TRYGVE LIE, wife of the Secretary Gen-
eral of the UN and that she was later going to the Capitol with Mrs., LIE
"~ to meit Mrs, CONNALLY (probably the wife of Senator TOM CONNALLY of
Texas)o

Mrs. HISS told the informant on March 21 that ALGER HISS
was going to New York and would be gone about a week. However, the in-
formant advised that HISS was at home on the evening of March 25, 1946,
since the informant was personally in touch with him at that time. HISS
apparently returned to New York again since Mrs, HISS advised the in-
formant on March 29, 1946, that her husband was at the Hotel. Pennsyl~
vania at New York City.. Later on that date the informant learned at
the Department of State that HISS would arrive in Washington the fol-
lowing morning March 30, 1946, HISS contacted the informant on the
morning of March 30 and advised he had returned on the night train and
that he had been engaged in work involving the UN meetings in New York
City.

The informant was personally in contact with HISS during’
April 1946, only on the 16th and 19th of that month, Mrs, HISS indi-
cated to the informant that her husband was going to New York City a
great deal; apparently in connection with UN business,

* This informant reported that on April 5, 1946, an uniden-
tified woman contacted lrs, HISS and requested that she join the mass
~ parade to Congress on April 10 to advocate the continuation of OPA, Mrs.
HISS indicated that she was unable to get away from the house as she had
no one to stay with her son.,

On April 12, 1946, Mrs, HISS arranged for some one to sit
with her son on April 14, 15 and 17 and indicated that she had to be at
the Pan American on April 15 before noon. The informant was not aware
of the nature of Mrs., HISS's business at the Pan American Union on that

date,

Mrs, HISS told the informant on April 16, 1946, that she
and her son, TONY, would spend the month of July in Vermont and possibly
the whole summer. The informant also learned that the HISS family ex-
"pected to share a farm in Vermont with an individual named DORIS who
was not otherwise identified.
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The informant also learned on April 19, 19/6 that ALGER
HISS had had a speaking engagemert in Baltimore earlier that week, At
this time HISS advised the informant that he was at that time Director
-of the Office of Special Political Affairs in the Depariment of State.

The informant learned from Mrs, HISS on April 22, 1946,
that ALGER HIS3 was going to take a vacation in July and that arrange-
ments had been made to secure a farm for that month with one DORIS SEWELL.

The informant learned on April 26, 1946, that ALGER and
PRISCILLA HISS had been invited to attend a large dinner party at the
home 01 HAROLD and LORIN STEIN in Chevy Chase.that evening.

HISS was ill during the latter part of May 1946 and re-

. meined at home from his office. T~9 was present on Hay 23, 1946, durlng
a discussion between ALGER HISS and JACK ROSS, another employse of the
Stabte Department, at which time they discussed State Department affairs.
ROSS indicated that he had had a long talk with "DON® and JACK THOKPSON
about getting a certain atomic energy man. The informant stated that
the conversation was largely concsrned with plans for a coordinating
center regarding atomic energy. HISS at this time indicated that there
were some papers on his desk at the office rslating to the atomic energy
matter as well as a draft of a speech for BARUCH,

. ’ This informant stated that ROSS and HISS discussed this
matter again on May 24, 1946, with specific reference to personnecl,
They referred to one SOKOLOFF and his reaction to the atomic energy
business., They indicated that from the history of treatment by the
Kilitary Staff Committee, they were uncertain as to just how much the
Ltomic Energy Commission would want the secretariat to do.

In the further course of discussion, HISS stated that he
felt they were well organized to take care of the BARUCH procedural
'needs but that he felt that still did not give them any break into the .
substances He stated he felt it was necessary to get somebody who
knew something about the atomic energy subsidy question as a part of
: the general disarmament picture. .

On May 26, 1946, a person known to the informant only
as PORTER contacted HISD, advising that he thought HISS should check
up on a story by SCOTTY RASSMUSSEN in the New York Times for May 26,

- 1946, PORTER advised that representatives of various news services
and newspapers had been chasing him about the story. HISS stated
that Phe", apparently referring to RASSMUSSEN could not ha%ﬁsbggﬁ
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righter had he been inside the depariment., Bub HISS did not see that
that meant that "we!, apparently referring to the State Departmenty
could say anything to the other people and HISS added that he did not
know where "he" got it.

BEN MOORE who has been previously identified in this re~
porb was a dinner guest at the HISS home on the evening of May 28, 1946,
according to this source,

On June 1, 1946, the informant learned that HISS was
still 111 but expected to return to his duties in the State Department
on June 3, HISS planned to take off the entire month of July, however,
on June 3, the informent advised that HISS had been taken to Doctors
Hospital for three days to take penicillin treatment.

DOROTHEA BLAISDELL contacted HISS on June 7 and told him
that her husband, DON BLAISDELL, had returned from Chicago where he had
been going over the Chicago Roundtable Discussion program.

On the following day, HISS and an individual believed by
the informant to be JACK ROSS of the State Department, were in discus-
sion and RO3S told HISS that HERSCHEL JOHNSON was coming to the State
Department that morning and hoped that a decision could be reached on
‘the Spanish question., The informant gathered thalt there was a wide
division of opinion between JOHNSON, BEN COHEN, and DEAN ACHESON and
that ROSS indicated that JOHNSON was a Loyalist. '

HISS is believed to have returned to work on June 10,
19460, The informant learned that on June 15, 1946, HISS:-and DEAN
ACHESON had a discussion concerning the Health Conference of the UN
on which HISS was working.

PRISGILLA HISS told the informant on June 18 that the
HISS family was leaving on June 23, 1946, for an all-summer vacation.
The informant was present on June 24, 1946, when HERSCHEL JOHNSON asked
HISS if the latter was having a meeting with DEAN ACHESON and if so,
JOHNSON wanted to have ALGEHR mention confidentially to ACHESON but
not openly at the meeting, the desired voting procedurs and also the
present policy ¢n the veto in the Atomic Commission. HISS replied
that he would take this up with ACHESON and informed JOHWSON that
he would immediately give him ACHESON®s views on these points. JOHN-
SON stated he was makiang this request because he wished to ;oilow out
exachtly what AGHESON wanted,
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were dinner guests at the HISS home on August 14, 1946,
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On the same date PRISCILLA HISS told the informant that
the HISSES were planning to spend the night of June 29, 1946 at the home
of their friends the FOOTES at Scarsdale; New York, and that PRISCILLA

HISS wias contemplating a teacher's job at Potomac School on her return
in the fall, . ~

The informant learned on June 27, 1946, from PRISCILLA
HISS that the HISS family was leaving the following day for KELLOGG SMITH's
hotel in Chestertown, Maryland, and that they planned on leaving for Ver-
mont on July 1, 1946, .

HISS and his family were absent from Washington, D. C.
from June 28, 1946 until July 31, 1946,

On August 7, 1946, the informant reported that Mrs. HISS
had been conbacbed by Mrs, HELEN PROVINSE of 315 Spring Street, Chevy
Chase, who had inquired if Mrs. HIS3 belonged to the League of Women
Voters, Mrs. HISS stated that she did not bub that she always had been -
a well-wisher, Mrs. PROVINSE advised that she was going to be chairman
of the minority group that fall and that she wanted Mrs. HISS to work
on this committee this year. Mrs., HISS agreed to do this if she had time
but replied that she had a part-time job at the Potomae School where her
oon, TONY, would be enrolled, Mrs, PROVINSE mentioned that she was par-
ulcuAarly interested in having PRISCILLA on a Steering Cammittee of aboutb
eight people.

T-9 learned on August 9 that the HISSES had enrolled
TONY HISS at the Marjorie Websmer Junior Coilege at 16th Strpet and
Colum01a Road, N, W,

DONALD HISS was invited to the ALGER HISS home for din-
ner on August 12, 1946, by PRISCILLA HISS, Mr, and Mrs, BEN T. MOORE

. This informant advised that on August 15, 1946, ALGER
HISS had a luncheon engagement with Mr, ADLAT STEVENSON (it is believed
that this individual is identical with the present Governor-elect of
the State of Illinois),

On August 17, 1946, an individual believed to have been
HENRY HILL GOLLINS, Jr., invited the HISS family to the COLLINS! home
for the following day. In this connection atténtion is directed to in~
formation previously set forth in this report concerning the alleged
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participation of HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr. in a Communist underground group
as alleged by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS. It is noted further that investigation
conducted as a result of the information furnished by Confidential Informant
T8 relative to the activities of an alleged Soviet espionags ring in
Washington, D, C., reflected that COLLINS was also a contact of JOSEPH B.
GREGG and of BELA and SONIA GOLD who were déscribed by T-8 as members of
this Soviet espionage ring.

i Confidential Informant T=~9 was present on August 24, 1946,

during a discussion between HERSCHEL JOHNSON and ALGER HISS at which time
they discussed a Yugoslavian matter and both agreed that'it looked favor-
able, According to the informant, JOHNSON told HISS that the former
thought the Russians were more realistic than they are credited with be-
ing sometimes, although he thought they were quite unscrupulous in abtaine
ing their own political ends. JOHNSON also expressed sympathy for Greece
and thought the Greeks had undergone cruel injustices. HISS agreed.

The HISS family was absent from their home August 28 to
. 30, 1946, according to this source.

No pertinent information was developed in this case until
September 249 1946, at which time T=9 advised that PRISCILLA HISS in a dis-
cussion with an individual konown to the informant only as "BESS!", mentioned
that she was teaching the 7th, 8th and 9th grades in English at the co-
operative school., The woman named BESS commented that the man who drives
the school bus on which her children traveled was a Fascist and a few
other things as far as she could determine, but that many other children
had survived him and she considered that the children were above himeo
Mrs, HISS asked if this driver were sort of a hard-bitten creature, to
which BESS replied that she did not know if he was a Swiss or not, but
that she had talked to him a little bit and did not like his attitude
toward any minor races,

HAROLD STEIN was in contact with ALGER HISS on August
4y 1946, according to the informant, concerning some matter having to do
with the UN meetings in New York City,

On the following day the informant learned that the
HISSES expected to drop over to visit BEN MOORE and his wife sometime
over the following week-end, This informant stated that on October 11,
1946, MATRI FOREMAN, the wife of Dr., CLARK FOREMAN, who at that time was a
leading figure in the Southern.Conference for Human stelfare, discussad
arrangements with PRISCILLA HISS to place TONY HISS in an art ¢lass in
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which one of the students was a negro girl, whose father was a dentist in
Puerto Rico, adding that she had met the girlls family through the Sou-
thern Conference, She also mentioned that she and her husband were with
the negroes the night that they were refused admittance to Lisner Audi-
torium, adding that they had been with colored friends from Howard. Uni-
versity and had planned on seeing the ballet, She stated that there

" were a hundred of them and that they were turned away, but that most of
them had expected it but had attempted it to see if they would be ad-
mitted, She also mentioned that the group anticipated protesting this
matter, : 5

On October 17, 1946, ALGER HISS accepted an invitation
to introduce the guest speaker at a meeting of the Executive Group of
the Unitéd Nations. Asseciation in Baltimore, Maryland on the evening of
October 25, J9A6°

: s Throughout, this time HISS continued to be active in the .
State Department affairs dealing with the United Nations., T~9 reported
that on November 9, 1946, ALGER HISS and an individual believed to have
been FRANCIS B. SAYRE,at that time diplomatic advisor to UNRRA,discussed
UN matters.generally as well as the possibility of SAYRE getting a job on
the Trusteeship Council, They also discussed technical difficulties
facing the General Assembly on Trusteeship Agreements. '

This informant was also presSent on November 16, 19469
durlng a discussion by DURWARD B. SANDIFER of the State Department and-
ALGER HISS., SANDIFER stated that his department, the Division of In-
ternational Organization Affairs in the Office of Special Political
Affairs, had been having trouble in getting through the appointménts
5 ‘ of particular people whom SANDIFER wanted to work. The trouble seemed
: ©° to center around JOE PANUCH who may be in the Security Investigations
' Department, SANDIFER then cited the names of two individuals whom he
~would not be able to obtain, but the informant was uncertain as to
their names, OSANDIFER stated that he had had other indications that
PANUCH had an unsympathetic and unhealthy attitude,

One of the individuals whom SANDIFER had tried to get
. . 1nto the section had told SANDIFER after talking with PANUCH that the
- ‘latter took a negative attitude towdrd SANDIFER's unit. HI33 agreed
that this matter must be settled if possible and SANDIFER told HISS
that he might find it interesting to talk to another unidentified in~-
dividual concerning what heé knew about PANUCH.
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In connection with the above, it is to be noted that in
the spring of 1946, T-1l advised that there was an enormous espionage
ring operating in Washington, D, C. which had as its ultimate objective
the obbaining of all information with regard to atomic energy, its spe-
cific uses as an instrument of war and commercial aspeets thereof in
peacetime, Its purpose was to make such information available to the
Soviet Union. ALGER HISS, among others, was named by T-1l as involved
in furnishing the Soviet Union with avallable information regarding
atomic energy., This informant added that ALGER HISS was one of those
in the Department of State who was noted for his pro=Soviet leanings.

T~9 learned on November 17, 1946, that ALGER HISS had
given a speech at the Northwestern University Law School in Chicago,
Illinois the previous week, On the same date, this inforrant was also
present during a conversation between JACK THOMPSON, HISS®s Special
Assistant in the Department of State and ALGER HISS, in the course of
which they were discussing matters at that time before the Security Council
of UN concerning technlcal.mlllbary missions, The informant stated that
ALGER HISS gave THONMPSON permission to take home "all these secret and
sundry papers® bﬁcause "ywe!' might neced them,

On December 9, 1946 T-9 learned that ALGER HISS had
been elected President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
Newspaper articles published the following day confirmed this and added
that HISS succeeded D, NICHOLAS MURRAY .BUTLER of Columbia University
who had resigned in December 1945. JOHN FOSTER DULLES wag described as
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Endowment, The article
stated that the Trustees had amended the by-laws to provide for a
Chairiman of the Board and a full-time Fresident who would be the exe-
cutive officer. HISS was expected to .take over his new duties as soon
as possible after January 1, 1947, following his resignation from
government service,

On December 25, 1946, Mr. and Mrs, HISS visited the
home of BENJAMIN T. MOORE, according to T=9 and on December 31, 1946,
accordlng to this source, they were tc be the guests of CHARLES A.
. HORSKY,; an attorney in Washington,; D, €,

This informant also reported that on December 25, 1946,
FRISCILLA HISS and ohe ANN TAYLOR discussed a series of meetings which
were tc be held during February and March 1947 at yhich prominent in-
dividuals were to speak on various phases of the Soviet Union with

¥
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respect to the politizcal and economic phases of that country. Mrs. HISS
indicated that she wished she could be more enthusiastic aboubt this matter
but thonght that it was a stale idea. She indicated that she would talk
to her husband about obtaining speakers for these meetings.

On December 30, 1946, Special Agents COUPTLA.D Jo JONES
and WILLIAM R. CORNELISON observed ROBERT T. MILLER, III, enter Room 164
at the State Department at 3:34 P, Mo This room was the office of ALGER
HISS. MILLER was observed lesving at 4:03 P. M.

ROBERT T MILLER, III, has been described by T-8 as a
member of the Soviet espionage ring in Washington, D. Go for which he
acbed as courier,

It is noted that T-13 who is considered to be completely

reliable, advised that ROBERT T. MILLER thanked ALGER HISS on March 7,
1947, for having placed MILLER in contact with one DENNEIT (phonetic)
in New York City and for allowing MILIER to use HISS® name, From the
ensuing conversation, this informent gathered that MILLER was to see
DENNETT about a Job with a new organization which HISS described ss
having. tc do with the distribution of documentary and informational

- maberial on the United Nations and on the United States foreign policy
in general.

On January 8, 1947, Confidential Informant T«Q re-
ported that ALGER HISS and HAROLD STEIN had discussed efforts to make
contacts in ovder to get jobs for an unidentified individual known only
as AL who was interested in the position of General Counsel for the
United Nations in Geneva and in a p031t¢on as Secretary to the Far
Bastern Commission®

The informant learned on January 18, 1947, that HISS
would have temporary offices at 522 Fifth. Avenue, New York City, after
February 1, 1947. HISS was expected to stay temporarily with one HANK
INGRAM until he found a permanent place to live in New York, INGRAM was
described as one of BARUCH's boys.

On January 25, 1947, this informant stated that HISS
was very much interested in the appointment of JACK PEURIFOY in the
Department of State and HISS in this connection verified that PANUCH
resigned the day of FEURIFOY's acceptance.

-
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On’ January 30 and 31 this informant reported that HISS had
been moving books and papers from his office at the State Department to his
office with the Carnegie Foundation at 700 Jackson Place, N, W., Washington,
D, C, HISS also mentioned that he was going to make s speech at Baltimore
and was then going on to Des Moines, Iowao. T

On January 31, T=9 reported that HENRY H. COLLINS; Jr.,
had attempted to contact Mr, and Mrs, HISS, Neithér had been in,

- In this connection, it is noted that Confidential In-
formant T~12 who is considered to be relisble, advised on February 2, 1947,
that FRISCILLA HISS had visited HENRY I, COLLINS, Jr., at his residence.

: ALGER HISS resigned from the Department of State on Janu-~
sry 155 1947, After February 1, 1947, he was not regularly in Washington,
D. Co, his duties in the Carnegie Foundation nece sitating frequent ab- .
sences from Washington, D, G, - '

‘ T~9 learned from Mrs, HISS on February 1; 1947, that HISS?
New York office was in faect at 522 Fifth Avenue and that he was going to
Des Moines, Iowa on the evening of February 12, 1947, This informant sub- .
sequently learned that in the first half of February HISS spent some time
in the homes of HATHAWAY WATSON and POLLY SHACKLETON in New York City.

PRISCILLA HISS told T-9 on March &, 1947, that she and ¢
her son, TONY, expected to visit ALGER HISS in New York Glty the follow-
ing week,

Oh March~99 19479 HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr., was obserﬁed
entering the HISS re51dence carrylng a brown leather briefcase,

T-9 learned from ALGER HISS on March 26, 1947, that he
and his famlly had.been in New York City and had also visited Ghappaqua,
New York, T-9 also stated that he observed HENRY HILL GOLLINS, Jr., :
at the HISS home in Washington, D. C.; on that date and that COLLINS was
still there on the morning of March 27; 1947,

: T-9 learhed on March 28, 194’79 from Mrso HISS that
ALGER HISS ﬁas to preside as Chairman of a meeting to be held on April
75 1947, by the Bryn Mawr College Endowment on the subject, "How Russia
Does Business". It was learned that the speakers were to be RAY ELLIS
of the Raytheon Manufacturing Company, HANS HEYMAN, a German refugee and
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instructor at Sampson College in New York and author of a book entitled,
"You Can Do Business with Russia®, and ERNEST G. ROPES of the Department
of Commerce and LIVINGSTON HARTLEY, head of the Council for Atomic Re-
search, It was subsequently ascertained that this meeting was held on
April 7y 1947, at the Wardman Park Hotel and that HISS acted as Chair-
man of the meeting, He explained that it was a séries being held to
raise money to increase the salaries of the teachers at Bryn Mawr Col-
lege, Thereafter he introduced the speakers and panel members and had
nothing further to say during the evening except to receive questions

from the audience and to submit these to the speakers and panel members
-for answer,

L]

T=9 learned on April 4y 1947, that the HISS family was
going to Vermont in June where they were to spend a month and that in
September 1947 they were going to move %o New York.

ALGER HISS confirmed the facht that he and his family were
going %o Vermont in June to T-9 on May 18, 1947,

On May 31, 1947, this informant was present when WALTER
LIPPMANN, 2 well known newspaper columnist, and ALGER HISS discussed the
HOOVER movement toward a sepsrate peace Wluh former European belligerents.
LIPPMANN commented that such action-would be a mortal blow to UN to which
HISS agreed, LIPPMAN proposed that HISS contact persons of importance so
that the proper action might be taken and it was finally agreed that HISS
might speak to JAMES BYRNES and DEAN ACHESON, HISS agreed to get to work
on this matter and indicated that he would let LIPPMANN know of his suc-
cess.

On June 2, 1947, ALGER HISS was interviewed by Special

. Agents CHARLES CLEVELAND and EDWARD L. CRAMPP at his placée of employment,
700 Jackson Flacey, No W., Washington,; Do C., between the hours of 2:50
P. Mo and 5215 Po M., At that time HISS furnished the following informa-
tions : :

HISS advised that when he first went to New York City to
practice law (about 1932 or 1933) he became associated with a small group
of individuals in an organization known as the International Juridical
Association, When HISS became a member of this group it had as its pur-

- pose the publicaticn of discussions on labor law principally. HISS does

. not recall his official capacity, but does know that he was one of the
editors of the association’s journal, &t the time he became a member of
this group, according to his recollection, the following individuals con-
tributed to the publication of the association: JEROME hELLLRSTEIN9
" NATHAN WITT, LEE PRESSMAN and ISADORE POLIER, whose wife was JUSTINE WISE.

e =
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‘ HISS advised that he was not connected in any way with the
organizational setup of the Juridical Associstion, but his contact was
mainly that of writing editorials., It was pointed out by HISS that the
group was very loosely knit. He stated that to his knowledge this group
was not connected with the Internaticnal Labor Defense; the National
Federation for Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guild. He fur-
ther stated that he was not personally acquainted with EARL BROWDER and
he had no knowledge that the mailing list of the Juridical 4dssociation
was used to advertise or increase the subscriptions to the "New Masses'.
He believes that at the time he was in this organization, the organigza-=
tional aspects were probably in the hands of JEROME HELLERSTEIN and he
would be the one who would be in possession of the mailing lists. ' He
stated that he does not believe that any of the individuals in the
Juridigel Association were or arve members of the Communist Party, how-
ever, he stated that a number of individuals have stated, since his as-
sociation with the Association, that LEE PRESSMAN and NATHAN WITT were
Communists., He further alleged that he had heard that POLIER was a
Communist. He further denied that the International Juridical Associa~
tion, while he was connected with ity fellowed tihe Communist program.
HISS left this organization when he came to Washington, D. C. in 1933,

HISS admitted that he has previously resided at 3415
Volta Place, N. W., Washington, D, C., however, he denied that he has
ever been a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action,
He did state, however, that it is very probable that he may have been
at one time on the mailing list of this organization, He further dehied
membership and affiliation with the Young Communist League, ' He said he
has never been, nor was he now a member of the Communist Party. In addi~
tion, he has never been personally acqueinted, to his knowledge, with
any members of the Communist Party,

- HISS stated the belief that his wife, PRISCILLA, was
never a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, or
the Communist Party. He did state; however, that she may have atiended
meetings of the Socialist Party and possibly received publications from
that Party. He denied that his brother, DONALD HISS, a loecal attorney,
had ever worked for HARRY BRIDGES and to the best of his Inowledge >
DONALD was never considered for employment for or on behalf of BRIDGES.
He stated he was sure that his brother was not and is not now a member
of the Communist Party,

In connection with the allegation that WHITTAKER CHAMBERS
furnished the State Department in 1939 that ALGER HISS was an assisbant
to one SAYRE of the Communist Party in 1937, HISS remarked that he could
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recall only two individuals by the name of SAYRE. These are FRANCIS B,
SAYRE with whom he was associated in the State Department and DAN SAYRE
vho was formerly with the CAB and is now teaching at Princeton Univer-
sity., HISS stated to his knowledge neither of these men were Communists.

HISS stated that he was not acquainted with an individual
by the name of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, He said at least he could recall no
one by that name as being one of his acquaintances., He further stated
that as far as he can recall no individual by that name has ever visited
his home on any occasion.

He stated that he became acquainted with HAROLD WARE
while ne9 ALGER, was working iuv the Department of Agriculture, He fur-
ther remarked that he was acquainbted with CHARLES KRIVISKY, who now goes
by the name of CHARLES KRAMER, having met him while both were employed
at the United States Department of Agriculture. He stated that he has
not seen KRAKER for quite some time, He remarked that he and LEE PRESSMAN
have lmown each other since his attendance at Harvard Law School, He and
PRESSMAN were associated on the Harvard Law Review, at which time HISS
wrote an article for the Law Review on the subject, "Yellow Dog Contracts".
He further related that he has known HENRY COLLINS since childhood, they

‘having attended boys! summer camps together, and he considers COLLINS s

close personal friend., ALGER remarked that he is interested in birds and
that COLLINS is considered one of the tep ten avthorities on the subject of
ornithology, COLLINS has often confided his personsl problems in HISS and
HISS has often advised him of these problems,

HISS could not recall any person by the name of NATHAN
PERLOW. He has known ALICE MENDHAM since about 1933 or 1934, when she
was running a children's school, Her husband's last name was POWELL,
but he cowld not reecall his first name, In connection with the above

. named individuals, HISS could recall no one with the name of _ PGET,

Neither did HISS know NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTERg

He denied having met at any time with any group at the
home of HENRY COLLINS; or any other place, where government information
was discussed when those presént had no right to the information, Nor
did HISS.know of any group of individuals which met togethér for the
purposs of making government information available, oral or written, for
the use of unauthorized persons or the Soviet Government. He denied
having ever met as a group with the above mentioned individuals for ‘the
purpose of making avallable government information to an unauthorized
source
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HISS is acquainted with JOHN ABT, having first met him at
the United States Department of Agriculbure in an official capacity. He
has also been acquainted with MARIAN BACHRACK, who is ABT's sister, having
net her for the first tlme at the Department of Agriculture through her -
husband.

s

HISS has never been known, to his knowledge, by the name
of "GENE! or "EUGENE". He further knows of no individual by the name of
GENE or EUGENE HISS having ever been employed at the State Depariment.

dISS admitted that he met VICTOR PERLO in 1934, .but he
coula not recall him too well. Since his original contact with PERLO he
has had no further contact with him and does not know of his present. where-
abouts, He met HAROLD GLASSER in an official capacity when GLASSER was an
official of the Treasury Department, He denied that he had ever placed
GLASSER in touch with a representative of the Russian Government in order
thnt he, GLASSER, might furnish government ;nforﬂatlon to this unauthore

ized individual,

HISS repeatedly denied that he had any information that
any individual in or out of the Governmént has ever sttempted to or fur-~
iished any government information to an unavthorized person.

In connection with the voluntary appearance of ALGER HISS
at the Bureau to be interviewed on March 25 s 1946, he furnished the follow-
ing background: He stated that shorily a,ter his return from London,
where he represented the United Statés in United Nations matters, in March
1946, he was called to the office of the then Secretary of State, JAMES
BYRNES., To the best of his knowledge BYRNES gdvised him that certain in-
dividuals on the "Hill" had furnished BYRNES with information'showing that
HISS was too sympathetic with the Communists. HISS can recall only one
individual oud the "Hill®" who was referred to by BYRNES, this being Repre-
sentative COX of Georgia, HISS remarked that he denied to BIRNES that he
was a member.of the Communist Party or with any group which had Communist
tendencies, BYRNES told HISS that he, BYRNES, had contacted Attorney
General CLARK and Director HOOVER of the FBI on this matter. After dis-
cussion with BYRNES on this matter, it was agreed between them that HISS
should appear at the Bureau voluntarily in an effort to clear the allega-
tions which BYRNES had presented to HISS. HISS stated thereupon he did
visit the Bureau and talked to Assistant Diréctor LADD on the matter,

=39 Kisseloff-12051




WFQ < 74=94

Following the foregoing interview with HISS, a signed
statement was received from him and is being set out as followss

W#ashington, D. C.
Ju.ne 2‘9 19470

"I, Alger Hiss, make the following statement to Charles
Gleveland and Edwavd L, Grampp whom I know to be Spcclal Agents of the
Federsal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or promises of any kind have
been made to me Yo induce me to make this statement. I have been advised
that I need not make this statement and I know that it can be used against
me in a court of law,

"When I first went to New York City to practice law I be-

ame assoclabed with the International Juridieal Associaticn, When I be-
came associated bthis assoclation was 2 small group which published 2
pamphlet on labor law mainly, I was one of the editors of the Associztion’s
journal, The following men, according te my recollection, contributed to
this publication: Jerome Hellerstein, Nathan Witt, Lee Pressman and Isa-
dore Polier, whose wife was Justine Wise (pho)e This group was not con-
nected with the International Labor Defense, the National Federation for
Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guild to my knowledge., To my
belief Earl Browder did not use the Internetional Juridical Association
to advertise the "New Masses" or to use the mailing list of the Juridical
Associagtion to incwrcase the subseriptions to the "New Masses", I lefd
this association when I came to Washingtor, D. C, I do not believe that
any of the individuals in the Juridical Associgtion were or are Communists
but have heard a number of individuals state the belief, since my associ-
ation with them, that Lee Pressman and Nethan Witt were Communisits. I
have alsc heard allegations that Polier was a Communist,

"I have never been a member of or sssociated with the

Ceomnittee for Democratic Action or the Young Communist League, I have
never been nor am I now a member of the Communist Party. Neither -am I
personally acquainted with any member of the Communist Party, to my
knowledge, :

"] cen recall only two irdividuals by the name of Sayre -
Franeis B, Sayre with whom I was associated in the State Department and
Dan Sayre who was formerly with the C., &, B, and is now teaching at
Princeton University. To my knowledge neither of these individuals were

Communists, i
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“hy brother Doneld Hiss, a local lawyer, never worked for
Harry Bridges and to my knowledge was never considered for °mployment for
or on behalf of Bridges. I am sure my brother was riot and is nob now a
member of the Communist Party,

"I am not acqusinted with an individual by the name of
Whittaker Chembers. No individual by thet nome has ever visited my home
on any occasion so far as I can recalla

"I became accuainted with Harold Ware while I was in the

 Department of Agriculture. 4lso I am acquainted with Charles Krivisky who

is now known legally as Charles Kramer, having met him vhile he was em~
ployed at the Dept, of Agriculture., Lee Pressman and T have known each
other since my attendance at Harvard Law School. Pressman and I were as~
sociated on tke Harvard Law Review at which time I wrote a "note" for the
law review on the subject, as well as I can remember, of "Yellow Dog Con-
tracts", I have known Henry Collins since childhood and consider him a
close personal friend. I cannot recall any person by the name of Nathon
Perlow. I knew Alice Mendham quite well when she was running a children's
school in 1933 or 1934. Her husband!s last name was Powell, but I can’t.
recall his first name. - I kaow no one by the name of Post, in connection
witk the above individuals, neither do I know Nathan Gregory Silvermastero

"I have never met with any group at the home of Henry’

~Collins or any other pl ce where goverament information was discussed when

people who had noé right to the information were present. Nor do I know of
any group of individuals which met together without authority to make
government -information avallable, orally or written, for the use of the
Soviet Governmento:

"I first met John abt at the Agriculture Department in
an official capacity. I have never'attended any mecting of the foregoing
type where John Abt was present, neither have I visited at his apartment.
I also met Marian Bachrack al the Department of Agriculture through her
husband.

"I have never been known to my khowledge by the name of
"Gene" or "Eugene"., I know of no individual by the name of "Gene" or
"Eugene" Iliss having been employed by the State Department,

"I met with Victor Perlo back in 1934 but I cantt recall

him too well. I have had no further contact with him since apnrox1m$ely
that time and do not know of his. whereabouts at this time,
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"T met Harold Glasser in an official capacity as an offi-
cial of the Treasury Department, I have never placed Glasser in touch
with a Russian repreSentative in order that he might furnish government
information to this- individual, :

"The foregoing represents summaries prepared by ilessrs.
Cleveland and Grampp of oral snwers I had previously given to questions
asked orally by them in a call at my office made at their request on June
2; 1947, I have read the foregoing four pages and to the best of my
knowledge they are true and correct, I was asked by 4gents Grampp and
Cleveland if I would give them a signed statement on the information I
had given'them orally.,

ALGER HISS
Witnesses: . S ‘ [

ED‘HARD I.lo GRAP.’IPP’ Fi; Bo Io
CHARLES G. CLEVELAND, F. B, I."

- On the afternoon of June 29 19479 Mrso PRISCILLA HISS
was :Ln*oermcs.ed at hér home s 3210 P Street, N, W., by Special Agents
COURTLAND J., JOWES and WILLIAM H. MARR. The‘lnuerv1ew began at approxi-
mately 4:35 Po M. and was corcluded at 5:00 P. M. The Interview was
1n1t1ated by informing Mrs., HISS that it was being conducted upon in=-
structions from the Attorney General and she was also informed that she
had the right to refuse to answer any questions and make any statements
concerning any allegations which.would be brought.to hér attention..

o Mrs, HISS was informed that the Bureau had information

to the effect that her husband, ALGER HISS, had, while employed by the
Federal Government, collected and seeured 1nformatwon from the files of
the: government agency and turned this information over to a third party
who was not authorized to receive same., She was also informed that her
husband was allegedly a member of a ring which was formed for the purpose
of securing information from Government files and other sources and de-.
Llivering such 1nformatlon through approprlate channels to the Sovlet

‘Unlono

Mrso HISS 1mmed1atelJ commented that the afcrementloned
allecatlon was "absolutely false" and requested that she be furnished-
more information concerning the speeific allegation. She was advised '
that this phase of the interview would be resumed at a later time and
that it was now desired that she answer questions concerning her kuow- -
Ledge or acqualntance w1ﬂh various personalltleso
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. In answer to _questions put to her, she stated that she is
acquainted with CHARLES KRAMER that she has knovn him for a long time, im
having met.him while he and her husband, ALGER, were employed by the De-
partment of Agriculbure, She added, however,.that she has not seen KRAMER -
for a number of years. She stated that she is acquainted with HAROLD
GLASSER in a social nature, that she has known JOHN ABT since the latter
was employed by the Agriculturé Department; and has known LEE PRESSMAN
since the latter was employed as.Assistant General Counsel for the Depart-

ment of Agriculture under JEROME FRANK,

In regard to HENRY COLLINS and his wife, SUSAN B. ANTHONY IT,

- Mrso HISS related that HENRY is a personal friend of ALGER HISS, that they
“know him very well; but that she is only slightly acquainted w1uh SUSAN B. .

ANTHONY II. Mrs. HISS also described NATHAN WITT as another old. employee
of the Department of- Agriculture whom she and her husband had known many
years, ‘ :

Mrso HISS specifically denied knowing VICTOR PERLO, state
ing that she had never heard of him. She likewise denied being acquainted
w1th HAROLD WARE saylnv that she had never heard of him,

Mrs, HISS was questloned at length concerning WHITTAKER

' CHAMBERS, She immediately- deriied ever hearing of the name and elaborated

by saylng that she "knows no such person.” It was pointed out to her that
CHAMBERS was a former member of the Communist Party who announced his af-
filiation and subseqguently entered the newspaper field and that CHAMBERS
was well known, It was also mentioned that CHAMBERS allegedly knew Mro
and Mrs, HISS intimately and on occasion was a guest in the HISS home,
lirs, HISS steadfastly denled being acquainted with him or knowing his
1dent1tyo

PRISCILILA HISS was asked if she were acqua*nted with an

.individual whose surname was SAYRE, who is reported to reside in Balti-

moré, Maryland., She déried being acquainted with any individual by-this
name other than FRANCIS B, SAYRE, formerly with the Department of State,
and a Professor at Princeton University also named -SAYRE. She was asked
if she were acquainted with NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER and his wife,
HELEN SILVERMASTER, and she replled in the negative.

‘ Mrs, HISS.was questloned concerning: whether’ or not she had
ever been a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and
the National League of Women Shoppérs, She denied membership in the Wash-
ington Committee for Democratic Action and stated that she had attended
meetings of the National League of Women Shoppers but did not consider
that she had ever been a member ‘and did not feel ‘that the organization

~ considered her'a member,
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PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she, of her own knowledge, knew,
or had reason to believe.that her husband, ALGER HISS, had ever secured in-
formation from Government files and given such information to an unauthor-
ized person, She replied by saying that she is confident he has never done

_such a thing and added that she feels this is a "maliciocus® charge. It was
gain related to Mrs, HISS that the Bureau has reliable informatioh that
her husband was definitely connected with, and was active in, a ring which

was organized for the specific purpose of collecting information from
Government files, Mrs, HISS immédiately branded this allegation as "a
wild, malicious, impossible thing."

/ PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she is, or ever has been; a,
member of the Communist Party and whether or not she has ever attended any
Communist Party meetings or any Communist Party sponsored meetings. She
replied emphatically that she is not a member of the Communist Party, never
has beeng and never expects to be; that she has never attended Communist
Party meetlngs and, to her knowledge, has not attended any Commurdist Party
sponsored mee‘bingso She was then asked: "If you are, or ever have been;

a member of the Communist Party, would you admit it2" Mrs, HISS registered
unmistakable antagonlsm to this question and branded it an unfair question.
She seemed most reluctant to enswer the question and finally was told that’
her hesitation and apparent refusal to reply would seem to indicate that

she intended to answer the question in the negative., After considerably
more hesitation and finally with obvious reluctance and a display of bad
grace and hostility, she replied by saying that her answer to the ques=— .
tion would be "yes", She insisted, however, that she definitely considered
the question of an unfair nature. / "

It was next pointed out to Mrs., HISS that since the inter-

v1ew had reached this point, it would be appreciated if she would make a
sbatement concerning how she feels concerning the Communist Party, Com-
munism and Communist ideologies. She replied by stating that she had al-
ready informed Agents that she is not a Communist, has never been a Com~-
munist, and does not -expect to become a Communist, She continued by saying
she feels that Communism "is not for us"g that she felt we should not be
anti-Russian to the extent where this interferes with our international
cooperation; and that we should not hold predudlces and should rork to-
- gether through the Unlted Nations.

Just prlor to the conclusion of the interview, Mrs, HISS
‘was asked if she hed @ny further comments to make concerning the allega-
tions. She replied that in her opinion the allegations were "just abso-
" lutely screwy". She continued by ‘stating that she felt the interview
might be inspired as part of .an anti~-ROOSEVELT program; and that she
could thlnk of no sensible motlve for such “1mD0551b1e" questions,
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On June 8, 1947, T-9 learned that the HISS family expected
to be away from Washington during the latter part of June and all of July
1947, in Vermont and New Hampshire, HISS indicated that he expected to at~
tend a conference at Dartmouthk College in August., He had also made ten-
tative arrangements to give a talk at the King=Smith School in Washington,
Do Co on August 7 on ways in which organizations and individuals can pro-
mote better interpretation of international questions and help or influ-
ence foreign policy. !

The HISS family actually left Washington, D, C. on June
18, 1947, and was absent from Washington, D, G, through July 1947,

T~9 was unable to furnish any pertinent information until

Septomber 6, 1947, at which time this source learned from PRISCILLA HISS
that she was making arrangements for the transpertation of her household
effects to New York City during the middle of September 1947. Mrs, HISS
told the informant that they had obtained an apartment in New York City
two blocks north of Washington Square just off Fifth Avenue, She indiw
cated that they were thinking of selling their home in Georgetown. She
alsc indicated to the informant that she expected to.be an Assistant In-
structor in English at the Dalton School in New York City.

This informant learned on September 12, 1947, that
ISHBELL LEE, the wife of DUNCAN LEE, had taken over some of PRISCILLA HISS'
duties at thé Potomac School in Washlngton, D, C. and that Mrs. LEE and
Mrs., HISS had discussed this matter together,

It is to be noted that DUNCAN LEE, according to T=8, was
also involved in the Soviet espionage conspiracy in Washington; D. G,
which that source had described.

T~9 reported on September 13, 1947, that ALGER HISS and
his wife left Washington, D, C., for New York City by automobile on that

dateo .
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With reference to the allegations of T8, HAROLD GLASSER
upon interview in April and May 1947 stated as followss

UT first met ALGER HISS in an interdepartmental commit-
tee meeting on the Philippine Islands Independence Act of 1938. I do not
know ALGER HISS at all socially and had very little contact with him at
any timeo, I am, however, much better acquainted with his brother, DONALD
HISS,; who for some time at the State Department handled International
Loans and Affairs, which prompted him to have numerous contacts with me
at the Treasury Departmento As a matter of fact I have never been so-
clally acquainted with either ALGER or DONALD HISS, I do reesll meet=
ing ALGER HISS on a streebear in 1945, and on another occasion I met
him and his wife and child while walking along the Canal, I last saw
him at the Wardman Park Hotel in September, 1946,

"T would never have been in a position to furnish ALGER
HISS or DONALD HISS any official information with regard to Treasury De-
pariment international loans inasmuch as all of the international policy
actually emanated from the Deparitment of State itself, As a matter of

‘Tact, DONALD HISS through his official capacity wonld be in a position

to obtain first hand knowledge of any information that I might develop
through my official capaclty in the Treasury Department regarding in-
ternational loans."

During the course of the 1nvest1gat10n of ALGER HISS
based on’ the allegations of T-8, the follow1ng information was. also
developeds

It was ascertained that from August 4, 1945, through

- August 31, 1945, five telephone calls had been made to the HlSS resi-
"dence in Washington, D, C. from telephone number 767 at Croton, New

York, The New York Division ascertained that this number was listed
to Dr, DANIEL E, SCHNEIDER, Mt. Airy Road, Croten, New York, and was
discontinued on September 26, 1945, That office advised further that
it had been learned through confidentlal sources that the above tele-
phone calls were collect calls made- by Dr. DANIEL SCHNEIDER to ALGER

" HISS at Michigan 0811 in Washington, D, C, The latter number was as-

certained to be the residence telephone number of ALGER HISS

A mail cover plaCed"on the residence address of .
ALGER HISS in Washington, D. Co, 3120 P Street, N, W,, disclosed that.
during May 1946, ALGER HISS received mail bearing the return address
of DANIEL E. SCHNEIDER, M, D., 110 East 87th Street, New York, N, Y,

e
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~ Investigation conducted by. the New York Office in 1946,
reflected that an individual named SCHNEIDER had rented a cottage from
MICHELE CIMBALO of Mt. Airy Road, Crobon, New York, since May 18, 1946.
SCHNEIDER's New York residence was given as 110 East 87th Street, New
York City. The New York Office advised that a neighborhood investigation
was not advisable at SCHNEIDER!s summer address since that neighborhood

is completely Communistic and CIMBALO was Chairman of the Westcliester
County ALP and active in Union and labor affairs.

Further investigation reflected that DANIEL EDWARD

SCHNEID&R had been born in Cleveland, Ohio and was a neuropsychiatrist
and psychoanalyst by profession., It was ascertained that from 1935 to
19395 he had been an Assistant Alienist at Bellevue Hospital in New York
City. According to New York files, he was a member of a group of the
Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division who distributed a pamphlet en-
titled, "X-Ray among the Psychiatry Staff', up to about June 1939, This

pamphlet urged the readers to join the Communist Party and read the
“Dally Worker", The Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division was reported
to be known as a center of Communist activities and that the Z-Ray Maga=
zine was published by the Bellevue Unit of the Communist Party.

It is fo be noted that T8 had alleged that one CEDRIC
BELFRAGE had been furnishing her superior in the Soviet espionage ring

‘with information, During the course of the investigation of BELFRAGE

by the New York O?flceg it was ascertained on February 11, 1946, that '
BELFRAGE had been in contact with JOSEPH NORTH and that on February 4,
1946, he had been in touch with one ISADORE SCHNEIDER, Both of these
individuals were described as editors of the magazine "New Masses",

and it was noted that JOSEPH NORTH resided at Mt. Airy Road, Groton—onm
Hudson, New York, and had long been active in Communist Party circles.

In connection with SCHNEIDER, it was reported that

'BELFRAGE and SCHNEIDER- discussed a new book being written by ALBERT

KAHN, It was also indicated that ISADORE SCHNEIDER's wife was HELEN
BERLIN SCHNEIDER and that she had been employed in the office of -
"Amerasia' at the time that that publieation had been involved in a
alleged Soviet espionage conspiracy.

The files of the Washington Field Office do not re-
flect whether ISADORE SCHNEIDER is related to DANIEL E. SCHNEIDER.

It is noted further that during the course of the
investigation being conducted in Washingtony, D, C. on the basis of
the allegations of T=8, it was determined that DAVID WAHL at that
time a resident of Washington; D, C. was a contact of many of the
individuals allegedly 1nvolved in. the Soviet espionage ring.

T
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In connection with WAHL,; it is interesting to note that
Teelt, a former member of the Communist Party in Washington, D, C, who has
furnished considerable reliable information in connection with Communist
Party matters, stated that the informant knew DAVID WAHL to have been a
member of the Communist Party in Washington, D, C. in the late 30s and
) ‘that WAHL had told the informant that espionage was one of the reaons why
he had been sent to Washington, D, C. by his Party superiors. This in=
formant related that WAHL made regular trips between New York City and
Viashington, Do G, at bi-weekly intervals at that time,

| T-10, a completely reliable source, advised at the end

of April 1947 that he had learned from MARY JANE KEENEY, another indivi-
dual who was identified as a contacht of many of the members of the alleged
Soviet espionage ring in Washington, D, Go; as reported by T=8, that a
DAN and HELEN SCHNEIDER were guests at the home of DAVID WAHL, 3 Lexington
Street, Kensingbon, Maryland, on the weekend of April 25, 194’7 o MARY JANE
KEENEY had seen the SCHNEIDERS there at which time they had discussed an

\ . interview by FBI agents with NATHAN GEEGORY SILVERMASTER and his wife.
fccording to T8, SIIVERMASTER was a ring leader in the Soviet esplonage
conspiracy desaribed by her,

MAR.C JANE KEENEY stated -that DAN SCENEIDIR had told her
that a mentor in New York was bringing out a book in a couple of months
concerning the FBI in which no holds were barred. It is believed that
SCHNEIDER referred to a book subscquent]y published by ALBERT KAHN.

T-l5 confirmed that DAN and PIEIEN SCHNEIDER were guests

at the WAHL home during the period in question and advissd further thatb

' - SCHNEIDER kad sent a telegram to A6l East 82nd Street; New York City in

' ~ which he stated that the telephone service was bad and requested that he
received a wire every morriinrfn '

T-16" belleved to be a completely reliable source; ad-
vised that MARY JANE KEENEY on April 27, 1940, had attended a dinner at
the residence of JACK MARSALKA at which DAN and HELEN SCHNEIDER of New
York City were also in attendance, MARSALKA was ascertained by this
-office t6 have been a contact of many of the individuals alleged by

T~8 to be involved in Sov.Let esplonage activities in Washington, D. C.

Wash: ngwn Field Office files reflect furthker that at
11305 P, M. on the evening of April &, 1947, DAVID WAHL and hn indivicdual,
. subsequent.ily identified as Dr., DANIEL SCHNEIDER left 110 East &7th

wfiBies
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Street, and after walking around in the neighborhcod until 12:10 A. M.,
Aprild 9, 1947, they re-entered 110 East 87th Street, New York City. It .
was observed at that time they were making notes in a notebook,

: Subsequent contacts between WAHL and DANIEL SCHNEIDER
are known to have occurred.

Washington Field Office files also reflect that
THURMAN SCRUGGS WILKINS who in 1940 was recruited for Soviet espionage
in the Orient by IGNACY SAMUEL WITCZAK, advised in July 1947 that
WITCZAK had spoken of & "Dr, Boss" who was interested in international
relations, WILKINS stated that "Boss™ might bave been”approached by
WITCZAK to perform a Soviet espionage mission. ®Dr, Boss" was to be-
Jieved to be identical with CLAUDE ALBERT BUSS whom WITCZAK allegedly
yisited when 3USS was Director of OWI in San Francisco in June 1945,
It was determined that BUSS had vpreviocusly been Executive Assistant

to the High Commissioner of the Philippines on the recommendation of
ALGER HISS,

_ Investigation conducted in Washington, D, 0. reflected
thet the files of the Depariment of State contained the following mes--
sages? ,

. -Radio communications betwesn the Department of State
and the High Commissioner tc the Philippine Tslands reflect that on

December 31, 1940, the following message was sent to the High Commig-
sioners:

"Message G46. Further reference your 916, September 1."

WMr, CLAUDE A. BUSS now on faculty of University of
Southern California, Los Angeles; is available to come to Manila
immediately as Executive Assistant. BUSS is about thirty-six
years old, married, and has two children, eight and ten respec~
tively, He is former Foreign Service Officer who has served in
the Far East, As a University teacher has specialigzed in our
Far Eastern relations. He is a fluent draftsman, has keen mind,
ané pleasing personality, Should be excellent at meeting mem- -
. Pers of business community and in relations with Philippine and
other officials as had little administrative experience and has
heretofore not found administrative duties interesting., However,
he assured me when in Washington last week he believed he could
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adequately handle the administrative aspects of a position and
that he was prepared for a good deal of routine administrative
correspondence and other work, He made an excellent impression
on me and I consider that he would te satisfactory, and in dis-
cussing salary I think you should offer him $7500, He is well
thought of by those in the Department who know him. Suggest you
consult SALISBURY, Have as yet bhad no response from the De-
partment of Commercé, ALGER HISSH.

Under date of January 3, 1941, Radiogram #7 from the High

" Commissioner from the Fhilippines was as follows: "For ALGER HISS; your

646, Appreciate youwr finding BUSS, Very favorably inclined toward offer-
ing him position, Before doing so I should be very much interested in
lmowing your opinion as between BUSS and FOEL FIELD vwho is the better man
for the job. Also is BUSS betber than BERGELIN, if he is available? Have
you nmet BUSS®s wife, and if so what,is she like? Would also appreciate
ELDON JONESY opinion of BUSS. Have yow yet heard from Department of Com—
merce? If Commerce has not recommended anyone more faverably than BUSS

‘and if I receive from you favorable repiies to these inquiries, I shall
-expect t¢ send radicgran to BUSS offering to recommend him, I am anxious
_to lose no time in the matter,"

: On Jenvary 1, 1941, Radiogram #17 was sent to the High
Commissioner to the Phlllppxnes as followss "From ALGER HISS, your #7
of January 3, It is my impression that the most competent‘persons in the
Department of State consider thal BUSS is under all circumstances bebter
qualified than FIELD. Do not congider I am persconally familiar enough
with characteristics and personalities of two men to make definite choiceo
BUSS wonld unquestionebly be able to reach Manile sooner, Have not met
BUSS! wife, but understand from eolleagues of BUSS! that she is attrace
tive and intelligent., WELDON JONES has not met BUSS who is now in Cali-
fornia, His address ig UCLA, JONES thinks bhighly of LEE who is mentioned
in your #945 December 28, I personally should think that BUSS? experi-
rnce in our Foreign Service would make him bebtter ouullfled than LEE,
WELDON JONES has been unsble as yet to locate LEE."

The file reflects a copy of 'a night letter directed to
subject on January 15, 1941 offering him the position as Executive As~
sistant to the High Commissioner of the Philippine Islands,

It is observed that in 1940 and in 1941 ALGER HISS was
employed as a Special Assistant t¢ an Assistant Secretary of State,

«PENDING -~
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WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE
At Washington, D. D,

. Will continue to develop information pertinent to this
investigation and concluds the investigation requested in Bureau letter
to New York dated January 2, 1949,

T
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A confidential source of the Washington Field
Office from whom the active indices of the
VWashington Committee for Democratic Act¢on were . :
obtained,

T2

T30 |

T "Zp o

]

l o

Mrso. LECRA FULLER, 2800¥nooaley Road, Washlngn
ton, D. Co

+3
i

Te “? o

(With referencs to informants T-31, 3, 4y 55 6; and 7,
the information which they furnished appsars in the file entitled "ALGER
HISS, Assistant to Advisar on Political Relations, Department of State,
HATCH ACT.® A1l these sources have been recontacted
in connéction with the current investigation with the exception of T-4,
© Mrs, LEGRA FULIER, 2800 Woodley Road, Washington; P, G., who is deceased.

- T“"Sn

Subversive files, Metropolitan Police Department.

Confidential Informsnt GREGORY.

T""go

b2
" b7D
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T--13, b7D
Te=ldo
T"‘lfs o

c-3.6o A hlghly bOl‘\f'ldt.’:n‘blaJ. source known to Special

Agents ¢ the Washington Field’
Office
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