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THE ACTIVITIES OF ALGER HISS IN THE INTERNATIONAL JURIDICAL ASSOCIATION

On June 2, 1947, ALGER HISS furnished a signed statement
relatzve to his activities and associates while he was a nember of the
International Juridical Association, which is hereinafter referred-to as the
1J4, prior to May, 1933, 1In this statement, -HISS stated that when he first
vient to New York City to practice law, he became associated with the 'IJai,
which organization consisted of a small group of persons who published a
pamphlet on Labor Law., HISS stated that he vias one of the editors of the
Association'!s journal and that JEROH GETLERSTEIN, NATHAN &ITT LEE PRESJHAN,
and ISADORE (SHAD) POLIER, alsd“Eon%rl53?33*35?€3;1a13 Yo This monbhly oo
publication. HISS statea that ne left this association when he went to
Washington, D.C. in llay, 1933, and he advised that he 'did not believe that
any of the individuals in the IJi weré or are Communists, but he had heard
alle*atlons that LEE PRESSMAN, NaTHAN WITT, and ISADORE POLIER were Communists.

The files of the New York Office reflect that the IJi is
reputed to be an organization which was organized by Communists and controlled
by Communists, and that the lawyers who ‘vere originally connected with the
Socialist Party formed a new group to assist the "Poors Unions"; that this
group was called the IJa.

It is noted that the IJji published monthly bulletins and
the first issue of this bulletin was published on May 1, 1932. These files
further reflect that the IJ4i was formed in 1929 by a group of well-known
jurists from all parts of Europe at a meeting .which was held in Berlin,
Germany. The purpose of the IJA was to develop organized opposition to the
growing wave of repressive measures of legislators, courts and executive
departments in many countries., The IJ: allegedly appealed to all progressive
liberals and radicals and all socially minded persons,

An cxamination of the monthly bulletirs published by the IJA
from May 1, 1932, for several years subsequent to that time, reflected that
the only person mentioned in these bulletins. was CARQL KING, Secretary of the
IJ4, and her name was mentioned in regard to subscribing to this monthly
bulletin, ¥
’ These monthly bulletins contained articles such as the
rights of negrocs, lynchings, the convictions and sentencing of persons for
membexship in the Communist Party, and numerous other articles relative to
labor unions, minority groups, and the fact that past membership in the Communist

Kisseloff- 4194
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Party should not warrant deportation of aliens.

The New York files further reflected that BENJAHI??éEBiBERG
stated that the IJA was inspired by the Communist Party and that sdme of its
lecading officers are lawyers for the Communist Party and various Communistic
enterprises .

STOLBERG stated that he considered HISS a Communist "stooge!
on a high governmental plane, He stated that he did not know ALGER HISS,
and that he had no information which could tend to prove that LLGER HISS was
a Communlst.

AUGUST CLAESSENS, Executlve Dircctor, Social Democratic
ngeratlon, 7 -East 15th Street, New York Ca , examined his files and produced
a membership card reflecting that PRISCILIN-HISS, 180 Claremont ivenue, New
York City, had veen a member of the Horningside Branch of the Socialist y
Party. This membershlp card reflected that she was admitted to membership
on March 23, 1932, at which time she listed her occupation as research, and
her age as twenty-eight. ‘ : )

‘ CL.ESSENS stated that there was a split in the Socialist
Party in 1932, due ‘to a disagreement in the leadershlp of the Socialist
Party and this split finally became effective in about 1936, when NORMAN
THOIL:S broke away with a number of the branches of the Socialist Party..

He stated that Mrs. CORLI;%(ffibVT was the Head of the Morningside Branch

of the Socialist Party during the early 1930's, and for this reason as well

as impressiors he had, he felt that the iorningside Branch of the Socialist
Party during 1932 and 1933, was the most pro-Communist group in the Socialist
Party brarnches., He stated that this group consisted of members who indicated
they were attending Columbia University or the College of the City .of New. York.
He stated he did not know JLGER or PRISCILLA HISS and he had no knowledge of
their-activities.

He stated he had no knowledge of any lawyers who were membebs
of the Socialist Party prior to 1932, who had broken away from the Socialist
Party to form & new group called the IJh.

The records of the Board of Elections, Hew York City,
reflected during 1932 and. 1933, while ALGER and PRISCILLA. HISS were ‘residing
at 180. Claremont Avenue and 378 Central Park West, New York City, that
PRISCILLL HISS reglstered at the ‘Board -of I&ectlons as a member of the Socialist

Klsseloff—4195

A R



’

; ) INiS:DAA -3 ~.
n Q @

NY 65-14920

Party and LIGER HISS registered as a Democrat. There was no record that
ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS registered at the Board of Hlections from 1932
until 1948, and that at the latter time while they were residing abt 22 East
8th Street, New York City, ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS reglstered as members
of the Democranlc Party,

L. ALBERT SAuSTAG, Manager of the building at 100 Fifth
Avenue, New York City, stated that the IJA nevcr -had a2 lease at this address,
but that the name International Juridical Association had been placed on the
door of Rooms 802 and 803, which. offices were leased by JOSEPH BRODSKY and
CAROL KING. He: stated that SAUL COHN was a witness to 2 number of JOSEPH
BRODSKY!S leases, and he believed thot the .records of the IJi are still
maintained in Rooms 802 and 803, which office is being maintained by the widow
of JOSEPH BRODSKY.

ol f
2&@%2@%§;Q§@3Dirqctor of the Comnission on Law and Legislation
of the /Lmerican Jewish Congress, New York City, statcd that he was always

‘anti-Comnunist and denied that he *had ever been a member of the Communist Party

or affiliatcd with any Communist front organizations. He stated he did not
know ALGIR HISS, 2nd his first knowledge of ALGER HISS was in 19&8, when this
case became public, He stated he knew LEE PRESSHAN and NaTHdN JTT, inasiuch

s he had numerous contacts with lobor UnYBHE™3RG other”s orggn15&¥§ons. He state
thmt for a time in 1936 and 1937, he hed attended several meetings of the IJai,
but he discontinued membership in this organization, inaswmuch as he had a
disagrecment witnh some of the policies of the IJi. Hc stated he was unable to

_supply any information -relative to the activities of ALGER HISS while he was

associated witn the Idh.

IS,DORD b SHLD POLTER , 80 Broad Street, New York City, stated
that he was a cldSsmate of «LGIR HISS and LEE PRESSMAN while at Horvard Law
School. .He stated he graduated from Harvard Law, School in 1929 with a Bachelor
of Laws degree, and it was his opinion that they were ell politically innoceut
at that time. He statc¢d he was engaged in legal aid work wnile at the Harvard
Law School and that ALGER HISS, LEE PRESSMAN, and EDWARDyMblmnN were on the
board of the Harvard Iaw Review from 1927 to 1929. He stated that he had
a fellowsihip at the Harvard Law School from 1930 to 1931 and that during this
period, he met NATHAN WITT, He was unable to recall that they had any
DOllthgl meetings while at Harvard Law School and he stated that the: theory
of Comciunism Had not been introduced by any of the students at this school,

He stated that his méxt recollection of secing ALGER HISS
was in 1935 when HISS was with the Nye Committeec in Viashington, D.C. He stated
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that he ‘contacted HISS at that time relative to some large ccmpany; which
reportedly had been destroying their records to prevent prosecution, He was
unable to recall whether ALGER HISS had contributed any editorials to the
monthly bulletin of the IJA, but he stated that he could possibly have
contributed one or two editorials. He stated he was the Dircector oand Editor
of “the Monthly Bulletin of the IJh, and he attempted to get students and
graduates from the Harvard Law School to write articles for the bulletin.

He stated he had no specific recollection that HISS had ever
attended any of their monthly mectings of the Editorial Board of the IJA.
He recalled that LEE I dESSgﬁg N and N.TH.N *TIT contributed onc or two articles
each to the monthly bulletin, but That they were inactive as far as attending
the monthly editorial meetings. He stated that during 1932 and 1933, there
were very foew persons who were active in preparing thc monthly bulletion of
the IJ.. or in attending the monthly meetings of the Editoriul Board,

A

% He stated that JEAOME HELLERL,T"L», NATHS =‘G}‘€E'E\'E Ca0L KING,
¢

and SAUENCOHN. gctively participated in the 6ditoTLAL MeCTLNges “BOLTER STRLER™
he was rever a member of the Communist Party. and he had no knowledgc that
ALGER HISS had ever been a member of the Communist Party. He was of the
opinion that CAROL XKING and LEE PRESSH.N may have been associated with the
Communist Party, but he had no dircct knowledge or evidence of this fact.

He stated that henext saw ALGER HISS in iashington, D.C. in 1937 at a social
affair, the naturc of which he was unable to recall, and he again accidentally
saw him in Washington, D.C. in 1943, He stated that he’ personally dominated
the policy of the IJi and inasmuch as he had never been pro-Communist, he felt
that while hé was the Director of IJ4i that this orgenization was not dominated

by the Communlsts. He stated he returned to active membership in the IJA
in 1940. At that ‘time, he had the feeling that the bulletins had a basic
hostility for the laws of the United States, which resuilted in a number of
violent arguments with CAROL KING and N THaN TI1T, and that as a resulit of
these arguments he became inactive,

He recalled that between the second and third issues of the
I1Ji bulletin, he went to a mcetlng on Labor Law and CiROL KING was cxplaining
the IJ4 bulletin. After ¢xamining the bulletin, he told CAROL KING. that it.
was "a lousy bulletin". He recalled that CAROL KING told him that she went
to Europe toameeting of liberals who.were from all ports of the world, and that
was the origin of the IJi. She also told him that the IJi had between twenty
and forty subscribers at that time. He stated.he became interested in the.

IJ.., inasmuch as he had been studying labor law and as a result of his interest,

he became Dlrccto* and completely controlled the policy of the Idi and the
Kisseloff-4197
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editorilas -which were placed in the monthly bulletin. He stated that there
were no political items at all in ‘the '.xonthly bulletin and that they were
pioneering in Labor Law. y
He recalled that HISS, PRESS:LN and YITT went to Washington,
D.C. sometime in 1933, but he had no knowledge of who requested them to go
to Yashington, D,C. During 1948, he stated he met LICER HISS at the houe
of S;.UL%;;L’E_E_&_{ ana he met him accidentally in a restaurant in New York City.
Hc™STated he offered his services to LIGDR HISS in view of the accusations
viaich had been made against him by VHITTAKER “CH.VBERS, and he told HISS ’bnat
he vould be fn.llmg to help hiw in any possible vay,

He stated his‘'wifc, Yrs. JUSTIN: .o PULTER, knew PRISCILLA
HISS from 1921 to 1923 while they were=cIEssmates at Bryn Hawr., He statcd
his wifc became associated with the IJ4i in 1935 and she informed hin that she
did not know LLGER HISS anc that shce had no contacts with PRISCILLA HISS
since they left Bryn lfawr.

JEROME ROB V“., LEXSTEIN, 61 Brcadway, New York City, stated
he received a Bachelor of Lawsldegree at Harvard Law School in 1931, but he
did not know ALGER HISS at this school. He recalled that he met ALGER HISS
probably in 1932 in New York City, and it is his belicf that he saw HISS on
twe or three occasions in New York City, through some ieetings of the IJi.

He stated that he was never a .cmber of the Comaunist Party and although,

he is not anti-Comnunist, he is far from being pro—Coxmﬁni.st. He stated that

C..ROL_XING 3 was, the ucecut:.ve Sceretary of the IJA when he first came to

"ﬁequty, and while he was at Harvard Law School he had-heard about
CAROL KING'S activities in civil liberties work and for ‘this reason, he went

%o sec her when he came to New York City. He stated that C.LROL XKING spoke

of the activities of the IJA and for this reason he becane active in this
organization., He stated he vaguely recalled that ALGER HISS was connected
with the IjA, bubt he cculd not recall any of h:.s activities at any specific
meeting. .

He stated that ISADORE SHAD.POLIER formilated the pol:.cy
of the IJi and that he and POLIER were in charge of the articles in the
monthly bulletin of the IJA. He recalled that LEE PRESSHLN end NATHAN UITT
occasionally attended meetings of the Editorial Statf of tne IJi and At they
possibly contributed one or two articles for the mcnt‘lly bulletion of the
LJd.i, He steted he had no knowledge thet LLGER HISS had cver been connccted
or associated with the Communist Pn.r’oy or any of its affilioted organizaticns..

Kisseloff-4198
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He stated that in 1933, PQESS_}&__ W and. HISS went to Tiashingtcn,
D.C. anc were employed by the ifAe It was his bel ief that they obtaincd
positions with the Ll as PRESSMAN had formerly been employed by JEROQME
TRAMK. He recelled that at.a later date, N.THAN TITT also went to ¥ashington,
D.C., where he was, employed by the United SEALE: ”"‘"&’bverment.» He stated he
attempted. to obta:.n work with the AAL and he sked HLGER HISS 'to recorend
hin somctime during the year 1934, He stated HISS and PRESSHAN atteupted to
obtoin a position fur him, but were not successful in doing so, He stated
it vies the desirc of meny of the ycung men to go te .‘.sn:.ngton, D.C. during
the e&rly 1930's for employment in the various government agencies,
He stated he did not believe: at that time that HISS, PRESSILN or VITT went
te i.gsnzngton, D.C. 2t the suggestion of someone - connccted with the Communist
Party and hc had ne knowledge of any undevrground activities in zi':shmgton, D.C.
He stated he. had no further contacts with ALGER HISS until 1948; when he
accidentally saw HISS on a train that was going to ashington, D.C.

Kisseloff-4199
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RE: SHIT-’}FN'T‘ Of‘ O’ZIDNTAL RU"-S ’7‘0 ASHDIG"’O\I _D.C.

It #ill be hotéd that ih the report of SA Robert F. X. O'Keefe,
dated Febinary 21, 1949, at New York, Mr. GEORGE F. HUNTER, Chief Spécial
Agent of the Amerlcan Railway Express Company; had advised that all
tangible evidéncé of any delivery that might have been made' from.the
SCHAPIRO * residence in New York, in 1936, to Washington, D. C., would
have been destroyed At this tlme, HUNTER pointed out that it was the
practice of the express company to rétein their employees on specific
routées for a great number of years, He said it wes quite common for a
drivér to be on one psrticular route anywhere from twenty to thirty years,
ahd 45 a result, there was 2 remote possibility that ohe of the drivers
in the Greenwioh Village area might remember a shipment. of rugs from the
SCHAPIRO residence during the pertlnent time,

Doctor SCHAPIRO was recontacted by SA Lawrence H. Bracken and

. advised thet he had ho recollectlon of either he or his wife ever having
recéived the rugs, or of reshippmng them to ‘Washington, D, C. However,

he reiterated that if he had reéeived.such a shipment he would surely
have reshipped them by the Railway Express System, As a result, Mr,
HUNTER was recontacted and made availeble the services of VALTER J. DUNNE,
Inspector of the Vehicle Division covering the Greenwich Village area,
Accompznied by NDUNNE, SAs Iawrence H. Bracken and James T. Neagle con-
tacted the following drivers who are now covering the Greenwich Village

* area, or who covered it during the périod in question:

NAME BACGE NUMBER _YEARS OF SERVICE
BILL JOHNSON 230 4
H. MAC DON’ILD 2601 20
M. KELLY 464 34
R. PETFRSON 785 ) ' 30

FRED FABER — Former Inspector covering this Division, and presently
attached to the Chief Special Agent's Office, New York City.

The above a2ll offered substentially the same information in
that while they were acquainted with the SCHAPIRO residence they could

Kisseloff-4200

Y




O THB mxin (:} - )
-\ ? 2 -

NY 65-14920

not recall ever making 2 plckup of any Oriental rugs from hlS residence
“in the latter part of 1936,

fs a result of the foregoing, no further 1nvest1g9tlon is
belng contemplated in this regard.

Kisseloff-4201
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JY 65-14920 RE: ILLISARCSH

In an effort to determine if JILuléﬁ‘QOSmx, formerly of Washington
D.C, actually purchased an automobile in Washington, D.C, and subsequently
re~-registered it in Nevw York City, while he was residing at 638 West 160th
Street, Mr. J. CRUISE, Automobile, Underwriters Detective Bureau, assigned
to the New York State Departmeat of Motor Vehicles, was contacted: He advised
that the Wew York State law reguires that all records of autohobile
registrations be destroyed after a three-year period. Consequently since

no record exists for the pertinont period, no further action is contemplated
in this mattcr

&

‘RE: ,nISSLCHAyBERSfTRIv 1937

»

In order to positively 1dept1fy the former residence of LAUCHELIN

CURRIE at Harginal ¢s near«Hancock, ilew Hempshire, as the 1937 summer home
of ZARRY D33 an”V, which CH¥aliBERS clained he visited during the late
_sumner of that/year in the company -of ALGER and PRISCILLA EISS, Mr. BERVARD .
AFFE, Attorncy for Mrs. WEITE, was contacted at his office at 52 Broadway.
He advised tnat his client had no dpocumentary cvidence thct would place
‘her and her "husband at this rosidence during 1937. However, he -advisod that
both he and his client werc most certain that this was their home bocause

of tho fact that 1937 was the last year that the WIITES spent in New
Hampshire prior to their buying a home and mov1ng to Vashington, D.C,

Reference is made to the remort of SA Frederick if. Connors’
dated Warch 21, 1949 at Boston, Massachusetts, concerning investigation made

‘at STEARNS IARH Peterborough,. New Hampshire. It is to be noted that.Ncw York

was furnished wmth two conics of the’ "Pcteroorouah Transcrinth, copy’ #1

dated August 5, 1937, whxch carricd,. on page 1, an advcrtlscment of the
Peterboroth Players concerning the play; 1She Stoops to Conquer;% copy #2
dated August 12, 1937, which carricd information concerning this nlav on pages
1 and 8,

Yrs, STEARNS was rcmnterv1cwcd on March 29, 1949, by SA Lawrence
H. Bracken, and whon shovm conics of the above papers she statcd that these
were sufficient to cnable her to testify that hcrthoatro group put on the
instant play at her farm in Petcrborouah New Hamnshire, Auoust 10th through
Avgust 15th, 1937, . .

Kisseloff-4202
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Neichbor of Alcer Hiss, fashineton, D.C.

KENNETH BANGHART, 416 East 58th Street, New York, New York, who
was a commentator on the radio for NBC, was interviewed at his home. He -
advised that he had resided at thé 'home of JAMFS ROBB at 1247 30th Street,
Washington, D.C. in 1936. He was asked if at any time he recalled a party
by the name of HISS residing in this nelghborhood. He- stated that he did
not specifically.recall that ALGRR HISS resided in the vicinity of 1247
30th Street but that it was quite possible that the HISS family did reside

. in the house next door to them at 1245 30th Street. He stated that he was
- unable to supply any information relatlve to this family that lived next door

at 1245 30th Street.

RE: JCHN E. LOCKWCOD

The above captioned individual was recontacted March 31 1949,
and advised that he had been unable to find any typevwritien snecimens
vhich may have emanated from ALGER HISS. However, he stated that he had
found a handeritten note which he had recelved from ALGER HISS at the time

of the death of Justice HOLMES, Hr. LOCKOOD stated that he was unable to

testify that this note was actually in the handwriting of HISS, due to the
fact that he was not sufficlenﬁlv familiar vith HISS! handwrwtlna. For
this reason this 3lcce of corresnondencc has not-been obtained from Mr,

 LOCK00D,
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+ - RE: BRITISH VISA APPLICATION OF
DAVID BREEN, ALIAS WHITTAKER CHAMBERS

CHAMBERS, in the course of béing interviewed by &gents
of the.New York Office, advised that he had, either in the spring of 1935
or the fall of 1934, accompanied by MAX BER, a literary agent-and
ovmer of ‘the American Feature Writers' 3# dlcate, 555 Fifth Avenue; New____
York; visited the Brltish Consul Office in New York City and made applica~
tion for a resident visa under the name of DAVID BREEN,

It was determimed by the Washington Field Office, as set
out in the report of SA J, B, VAN ETTEN, dated March 15, 1949 at Vlashington,
D. €., that DAVID BREEN Had made a passport appllcatlon at the State Depart~
ment on May 28, 1935,

At the British Visa Office, 30 Rockefeller Center, New
York City, Commander PAT STONE, on March 18, 1949, advised Sis JOHN F,
SULLIVAN and FRANCIS J, GALLnNT that it is the policy of his office to
destroy all visa applications after five years, and that he was quite sure
no record of the application of DAVID BREEN was maintained in the files,
Commander STONE, however, caused a thorough search to begide of his files
under the names of DAVID BREEN, MAXIM LIEBER and KENNETH KUHN, but no
information pertaining to thls case was discovered.

RE; Mrs, NAT}U&}}WTT’T
p aa R

In accordance with Bureau instructiongsto interview
individuals whose names appeared on thg KATHERINE WILLS PERLO letter,
repeated attempts were made to in cw 'Mrs, NATHAN'WI”T whose. name
appears on the letter as NATHANIEDKUITT (and wife), It should be noted
that NATHAN VIITT has previously been interviewed and he refused to answer
any questioms™of” interest pertaining to instant casé,

Mrs, WIITT was eventually located in.her apartment,
and an attempt was made to interview her by SAs FRANCIS J., GALLANT and
JOHN F, SULLIVAN. Mrs. VIITT refused to ‘6pen the door to 1nterv1ew1ng
agents after they hed identified themselves; refused to listen to the
purpose of the agents'! visit and 1mmed1ate1y after the introduction,
slammed the peephole in the door shut, through which she had been talking.
In view of Mrs. WITT'S attutude, and bearing in mind the fruitlessness
of NATHAN WITT'S interview, ne further attempt is being made to induce
¥rs. VITT to subject herself to interview.
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Bv teletype dated Mé;ch . 1949, the Washington Field
Office requested the New York Office to contact Judge JEROME FRaNK, United
States Circuit Court, New York, to determine vihether he knew the prﬂsent
whereabouts of PEGGY BENNETT, mentioned in the KATHERINE VIILLS PZRLO letter.

Judge' JEROME FRANK was contacted by SA JOHN F, SULLIVAN,
whom he advised that when he had last heard of PEGGY BENNETT, she was in
California. He has no/idea of her present whereabouts, but suggested
that ABE FCRTAS in Uéshlngton, D. C., would most likely know where PEGGY
BENNETT is. Accordingly, by teletype dated April 5, 1949, the Washington
Field Office was instructed to contact ABE FCRTAS and determlne where

PEGGY BENNETT is,
RE: FQAN618§§LYRA

CHAMBERS, dar1n¢ the ccurse of being interviewed by
agents of the New York Offlce, related that he had made a trip to Peterboro,
Veriont, with ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS to visit HARRY Y DEXTZR.HLIS, in the
summer of 1937.

In an attempt to verlfy CdAHBJRS’ statement, Mr. FRANCIS
B. SAYRE was interviewed at his office in the United Nations Building,
2 Park fvenue, New York City, by SA JOHN F, SULLIVaN, to determine if he
could furnish any information.relative to whe ALGJR HISS. had spent his
leave in July and August, 1937. Mr., SAYRE adesed that he had been
abroad in 1937, having left the United Ststes on June 28, 1937 and had -
remained away during July and August. Conseg uently, he dld not know where
ALGER HISS had spent his vacation. He had made inquiry of Miss NENCOMB,
his secretary, but she likewise .advised thet she did not know where ﬁLGdR
HIDS had been that summer.

' During this 1nterv1ew ¥r, SLYRE volunteered the informa-~
tion that ‘he intended’ leaving the Un)tad States on May 1, 1949, at the
request of the Navy, to make a tour of the Marshall and Lﬂﬂlana Islands,

at the conclusion of which he is to make a report to the afasteesh;p Council

of the United Nations. ,
o nggg?ﬁéﬁa ﬁ?:&

Further durlng>£He coursemof#hls 1n£erv1ew CHAMBERS

advmsed the New York agents that in 1931, he had married ESTHRRSAIMITZ
in New Yo ity, and ﬂltnessos to this marriage were Aan QSTJL
and GRAC TCHINS. It was this latter person who threa nba hls life

after he broke from the Communist Pariv. A4t the time, CHANBERS met SHEMITZ,
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he stated she was with th?,magaqine "The World Tomorrow®, a pacifist

magazine edited by NEVIN\SAYRE, brother of ERANCIS=SLYRE.

Records of the New York 'Office reveal that #The siorld
Tomorrow" is a Quaker magazine with liberal tendencies, edited by NEVIN
SAYRE, DENNIA%ALLAN and, LNNA ROCHES ROCHEST“R. It was affiliated with the Fellow-
ship Rézaﬁﬁizla fon, SYikewm wmse a ifist organization, whose officers,were
NEVIN SAYRE, NORMAN MAS and PA ONﬁ GRLCE HU’I‘CHINS and IszCE‘E“RSO\IS
were. associated with "The World Temorrowi, Both HUTCHLNS and ROCRESTER
are well-known Communists who, according to“gggw,d,qﬁig;y, heldr Party cards,

Mr. BAYRE, during the interview, was asked whether
he knew GRACE HUTCHINS, ANNA RCCHESTER and ESTHER SHEMITZ, He stated that
ANNS ROCHESTER and GRACm HUTCHINS were familiar to him and believed he had
met them in his brother's office, but he was not sure. He had never met
ESTHER SHEMITZ and knew nothing about her. He admitted also that he knew
nothing about ANNA ROCHESTER and GRACE HUTCHINS other .than the fact that
their names were, familiar to him through their association with his
brother.,

RE: HAROLD L, FOSNER.

By teletype dated March 1, 1949, the ﬂashlngton Field
Offlce requested that in accordance with Bureau letter dated Janvary 19,
1949, HAROLD L., POSNER, who is mentioned in the KATHERTNE VILLS PERLO.,
letter, be 1nterv1ewed by the New York Office. POonR this teletype
pointed out, resided at 141 Clove Road, New Rochelle, New York. A check
of the New York Division's files revealed that HAROLD L., PCSNER is promi-

nently mentioned in the case entitled, "AUBE TZERKO, was,, INTERNAL

SECURITY - R%, . as being a close friend of OLGA
and PHILIP MORTON FIELD. Survexllances maintained in this case revealéd
that HAROLD L. POSNER resided at 141 Clove Road, New Rochelle, New York
and was employed at 122 East 42nd Street, New York with the Pallet Sales
Company, Inc,

On April 4, 1949, HAROLD L. POSNER was interviewed by

Shs FRANCIS J. GALLANT and JOHN F, SULLIVAN in the offices of the Palkt

Sales Company.

QSNERmrelated, by way of background information about
himself, that he’; es ides at 141 Clove Road, New Rochelle, New York, with
his w1fe, RONAH, GORDON, and his three ‘children, PRUDENCE, DEBORAH and
JOSHUA. ~H&“Bas a brother STANLEY SOSNER, who is a senior partner
in the law firm of POSNER BIRGE, FO and ERANT.
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It should be noted that in the PERLO letter, opposite
HAROLPFPOSNER, appeared a notation, 'brother, sympathetlc or a member,
in New York now.”

POSNER related that he had obtained his advanced educa~
tion, at Columbia University, June,, 1933, when he took a leave of absence
to work for the Government, returning in the spring in 1936 to obtain his
Bechelor degree., He took post—graduﬂte work at Massachusetts Institute

~of Tbchnology from 1937 to 1940, from whlch instruction ho received his

englneerlng degree,

Concerning his embloyment, he related that he has been .
employed on and off for the United States Government from 1933 to 1942.
Specifically, he has worked for the Census Bureau as a statistical clerk
under T. J. FITZGERALD, 1933, 1934; U.N.R.R.4, with the Research and
Planning Division under LEON HENDERSON, 1934, 1935; with the W. P, A.
under HARRY HOPKINS from 1935 to June, 1936, at which time he was trans—
ferred from the W,P.L. staff in Washington, D, C,, to the staff in New York
City, at which time he was promoted to sssistant Chief Statistician under
Mr, JOHN WITTEN, who has since died. From 1936 to 1937 he was employed
with the W,P,A. in Philadelphia under the National Research Project.
His supervisor was DAVID V/JEINTRAUB. After obtaining his degree from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, he returned to the V/.P.4. in
Philadelphia as an Engineer -Economist, where he remained until June, 1941,
In June he transferred to the C.i,A. in Washington, D. C., with which
organization he remained until July, 1942, -under the supervision of ROBERT
KINKLEY., That ended his Government .service. He entered private employment
with the Gussach Machine Company in Long. Island City, New York, as iAssist-
ant Factory Manager in July, 1942, with which company he remalned until
1945, when he transferred to the Chemart Chemical Company of Stamford,
Connecticut. He remained with the Chemart Chemical ‘Company until 1947,
thence transferred to the Pallet Sales Company, with which company he
is presently employed.

With respect to his residences during his period of
employment in the Government, he revealed that he had resided with his
parents while employed in ifashington., They lived in an apartment house
on' the intersection of T Street and New Hampshire Avenue, He could not
recall the number of the apartment. Later he lived at the La Salle
hpartments. In Phlladelphla he had two residences; one in the 3000 block
on either Chestnut or Spruce Streets, He also lived on South Hicks
Street in a downtown section at an.address which he cannot recall,

. Relative to individuals who have been ‘prominently
mentioned in instant case, and whose names were brought to POSNER'S
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attention, he stated that he knowrs EDW. 't% TZGERALD, whom ‘he had met

during his Government employment. -He had known FITZGmRAuD both in #ashing-
ton and Philadelphia. He did not cecnsider him a very close friend, but.

he. admitted that he had socialized with him to the extent of having
occasional dinners with him and having exchanged visits to each others!
homes. He admitted that EDWARD ¥ITZGERALD had come to him and inguired
whether he could be of any assistance in cbtaining a position for FITZGERALD,
He was unable to help him as he did nct know of any job to ywhich FITZGERALD'S
talents were adapted. Further inguiry revealed that HARRYAMAGDCFF had
recommended FITZGERALD to him for assistance as MAGDCFF considered himself
a friend of FOSNER!'S, having known him in and out of the Government for these
many years., TheV'V151t@d back and forth, both. in and out of the Government,
here and in Washington, D. C. He hesita ted with respect to classifying
MAGDOFF. as a very good or close personal friend, flnally characterizing

him as a "mutual friend". :

He admitted knowing VICTOR PERIQ ever since they had -
beén at Columbia-together, and believed their association began in 1933

. when he, .OSVER, was taking a course in statistics. They continued their

association during Government service in Washington, D, C. They visited
back and forth and were social as “ell as business friends. After PERLO'S
marriage to KATHERINE WILLS, they continued to see each other. He believed
the last time he had seen VIC”OR FERLO was about six or seven year go,

q%@.,RLO
prior to her commitment to a sanitarium, and believed this occurred: when
their child was about four years old., He considered PERLO a close friend
of his when they were in the Government service.

’

With resrect to IRVIﬁ?&?K;EAN, POSNER admitted naving
knovm him both in Washington and Philadélphia and classified him as a
business acquaintance, and not a close one at that. He was certain he

.had never been in KAPLAN'S home nor KAPLAN in his. He did rascall, however,

that he had bought a Model A Ford from XAPIAN,

He recalled knowing ELEANOR NELSON., fTheir.asscciation
began when, he was Corresponding Secretary for the AFG and NELSON was on
the AFG Lebor Committee. He did not consider himself a close associate
of hers., .

He met _GEORGE ZHMAN, when SILVERMAN was with the
National Resources Board in Philadelphia. This was, he claimed, strictly
a business association, as they nad never met socially, He added that he
had not seen GEORGE SILVERMAN since he left Philadelphia. '
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NATHAN WITL,, he recalled having met once in VWashington, D._C.,

{iith respect to the individuals mentioned above, POSNER
claimed that he had no knowledge of the fa¢t that any of them were Com~
munists, engaged in Communist activities, or carrying on any activities
inimicable to the welfare of the United States, He stated that he could
not recall. having engaged in conversation with these individuals to the
extent where they revealed to him their true political philosophies
or had shown themselves in any way to be pro-Communist. He volunteered
that he had followed the ALGER HISS case very closely and knew' a number
of the individuals withvhom he had been associated, such ‘as the above, had.
been called before the House Committee on Un-American Activities and the
Crand Jury in New York City, but claimed that requests for their appear-
ance before these bodies had come as a great shock to him and he had not
and would not believe that they were guilty of the charges placed against
them by ELIZABETH BENTLEY and ‘JHITTAKER CHAMBERS,

It should be noted at this point that to some extent,
POSNER lost his composure and entered into a diatribe against the House
Commlttee -on Un—American fictivities., He castigated Miss BENTLEY and
CHAMBERS and cited the REMINGTON case as an example of the harm that had
been done by the unsubstantiated testimony of Miss BENTLEY, He then
carried over into pet subjects usually railed about by Communists, the
context of which are not being set out, ds it has no bearing on instant
case other then to point out that by his reaction to certain questions- and
the above described monologue, POSNER indicated to interviewing agents
that if he is not a Communist, he is, at least, well versed in their
conversational tactics and knowledgeable about their political philosophies
as well as being cognizant of their position on key subjects, It was
also evident to Aagents, that POSNER was shifty during the interview, and
very probably lying during most of it, and when it was possible to specifically
check this point, he most certaznly was. This was borne out when he was
asked about his associations with PHILIP ] ¥ORTON EIELD, concerning which
association agents had some knowledge. POSNER related that he had met
FIELD in Philadelphia when FIELD was with the Engineering Division of the
National Research Project in 1936 and 1937, He recalled that he had seen
him occasionally during this period and in the last six months, he’has
seen-him about two or three  times; had met him approximately twelve times

since they had been in Philadelphia together; that his last yisit with FIELD
had been a few months -agos He also admitted having met O ELD, PHILIP'S
wife., :

It should be noted that surveillances during the AUBE
TZERKO case revealed innumérable contacts between PHILIP FIELD and gﬂBQLD
L. POSNER and showed their association to have been a most intimate one.
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QLGA.ETEED, in her application for immigration, had listed HAROLD L. .
POSNER as 2 close frggnd. 8 ’ s
POSNER was asked whether he knew any of the following
individuals, whose names were ‘read to 'him and whose association he denieds
HARRY DEXTER YHITE
GREGORY SILVERMASTER
LEE PRESSHAN
ELIZABETH BENTLEY
THITTAKER CHAMBERS
. CHARLES KRIMER
' CHARLES KRIVITSKY
JOHN ABT
4LGER HISS )
DONALD HISS
NOEL FIELD.
HAROLD GLASSER
HENRY HILL COLLINS; JR.
J. PETERS
JACOB BAKER
DAVID CARPENTER
DAVID ZIMMERMAN
Y FELIX AUGUST INSLERMAN,

POSNER denied that he was or ever had.been a member of
the Communist Party or that he had ever been solicited for membership,.
He also denied that he was a member of the iashington Book Shop. He further
denied ‘he had ever assisted any individual or any organlzatlon in carrying
out activities inimicable to the welfare of the United States. He also
denied that he had ever given any Government documents to any unauthorized
individual. He stated he was never awarethat any of the individials above-
mentioned to him had ever indicated to him anything showing they vere
engaged in Communist activities' or in espionage or similar activities
harmful to the welfare of the United States. He stated he had never
attended any Communist meetings and had never held a Communist eard.
After some hesitancy, he stated he had never been'a member of any Com-
munist front organization labeled- subversive by the Attorney General.

When asked what his reaction had been when a number of
individuals-with whom he had been associated had been accused of being
éngaged in an espionage conspiracy by CHAMBERS and BENTLEY, he said,
as he hadmeviously related, he ‘had been con81derab1y surprzsed as
nothing had come up during hlS associations with these individuals which
would indicate they were engaged in such activities. He was asked whether
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he had discussed the charges with any of these individuals when he had met
them subsequent to the charges. In reply he pointed out that he had

asked HARRY MAGDOFF about BENTLEY!S. charges and MAGDOFF had stated thet
BENTLEY Was a fcrack-pot™ and Mlet's not discuss it'. He refused to

discuss whether or not he had approached any of the other subjects similarly
and launched into a denunciation of the House Committee on Un-American
Activities! characterassassinabion without trail, concluding with the
statement that he would not believe they were engeged in the activities
charged tntil they have had a gair trial.

RE: JAY LOVESTONE
. -t

During an interview with CHAMBERS by agents of the New
York Office, CHAMBERS related, when questioned whether he, after his
break with the Communist Partv, had- a long and detailed conversstion with
JAY LOVESTONE concerning this break, that it was highly probable he had
talked to LOVESTONE about it. "He characterized LOVESTONE as an individual
who had been extremely friendly with him when LOVESTONE was in the Communist
Party movement, CHAMBERS had relat ed, however, that he was not very close
or very friendly with LOVESTONE at this time. It was alleged that during
the conversation with LOVESTONE, he, LOVESTONE, had suggested to CHAMBERS
that he report his experiences with the Communist Party and break with
the Communist underground apparatus,:.dnd LOVESTONE would attempt to have
this material published, CHAMBERS, vhen questloned about this last state-
ment, doubted very much that he ever made such a disclosure of his activities
to LOVESTONE, but did state that it was nct wholely dltnout the realm of
possibility. ,
In an attempt.to clarify tnis matter, JAY LOVESTONE was
interviewed on March 16, 1949 by SAs ROY J. BARLCGA and JAMES R, SHINNERS,
and on March 18, 1949 by SAs RAY J. BARLOGA and JOHN F, SULLIVAN. The
following is a comb ined report by the above agents of these interviews:

LOVE3STONE was interviewed at the offices of the Inter-
national Ladies Garment iTorkers Union and related that he originally met
ALGER HISS in October of 1947 at the Harvard Club, New York City. The
occasion was a meeting of the Stimpson Comriktee for the Marshall Plan
headed by HENRY S. STIMPSON, former Secretary of War, This was a civilien
organization whose purpose was to keep Congress aware of the necessity of

. passing thne Marshall Plan. The organization consisted of about 1,5C0 -

of the leading citizens of the country. They held a number of meetings
during the life of the Committee which Committee was disbanded after the
Marshall Plan was adopted by Congress. Accordi ing to LOVESTOYE, it had
its birth out of an article written by STIMPSCN in "Foreign Affairst
magazine, in which he expounded his views on the European problem, and

d ‘ Kisseloff-4211




Tty M e % 1 foeAnt vm

o

JFS:GMD
NY 65-14920

]

his viewpoint on the Marshall Plan becoming the basis for the platform of
the Committee,

At the meetlng that he attended where ‘he flrst met HISS,

LOVESTONE stated that he met the American Federatlon of Labor representaf
tive and the othef representatives 1nclud1ng former Federal Judge ROBERT
PATTE{SON, DEAN ACHESON and ALGER HISS. -LCVESTONE related that considerable
1nformation, in recent years, had come to his attention concerning -ALGER
HISS! activities and he welcomed the opportunity of meeting him. When
queried what type of information had ccome to his attention, he stated

that it was unfavorable; that HISS-was consideréd pro-Russian and could

not be trusted in handling,United States problems, He added that it was
commeon talk that, ALGER HISS was a Communist and.a top man fur Russia.
When asked for more speécific information of such charges, LOVESTONE

stated that BEN MANDEL, who is now an investigator for the House Committee .
on -Un-American Activities and IRVING BROWN, American Federation of Labor
representative on European affairs; had both characterized HISS as a
Communist and pro-Russian., He also pomnted out that BOB WATT, American
Federatlon of Labor representative in the IWO, who attended the San
Francisco Conference at which ALGER HISS was secretary, had characterized
ALGER HISS as being "no good" and had wired back to headquarters to de-
termine what ‘information they had about HISS., When asked when thé in-
formation concerning HISS had first come to his attention, he advised that
it was sometime in the early 1940's., He volunteered the information that
he had heard that the British had alsc been aware of ALGER HISS! pro-Sov1et
leanings and had kept a close check on h1m at the San Frahcisco Conference,

LOVESTONE was asked whether he had any personal know-
ledge of an evidentiary value indicating that 'HISS was connected with the
Communist Party. He said that he had none, but had believed HISS!' reluctance
to criticize the Soviet Union was evidence that HISS was very sympathetic,
with the Communist movement. LOVESTONE made reference to an article written
by ALGER HISS in the "New York Times" sometime in December, 1943 on the
Marshall Plan; in which, LOVESTONE: stated therc was no criticism revealed
on the tactics of Russma toward the Plan. LOVESTONE believed HISS was -

a member of the "Idealistic' Harvard Group! that came to Washington during
the New Deal enao .

ht that time, American production waslagging, while
. Russian production was on the up-grade, vhich ~caused many of them to
adopt a pro-Soviet viewpoint.

LOVESTONE said that in his oplnlon, HISS would not be
considered within, what he described as, (using the words _loosely) spy
category; but rather as a person vho was affiliated witn- agencies which
could be used more beneficially to Communist advantage then an individuval
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who stole documents, which is the usual work or duties of spies. LOVESTONE
‘believed 'HISS actively ceased Communist Party work at the time' of the
HITLER-STALIN pact, but LOVESTONE cannot substantiate these beliefs.
LOVESTONE said that as far as he was concerned, .HISS was with ROOSEVELT

at the Yalta Converence in body dnly, as ‘his sp1r1t and “2elings were

with STALIN,

QQVESTONE adv1sed agents that he had. been approached
by ALGER HISS since the present inquiry began to obtain any derogatory
1nformatlon LOVESTONE may have had ,that referréd to WHITTAKER CHAMBERS,
LOVESTONE reported that this contact by ALGER HISS had been made over *
the telephone; that he, LOVESTONE, had been non-commital, and HISS had
stated that he would call him back ‘but never did,

. ‘ - LOVESTONE suggested that contact be made with HARVEY T,
HMANN, ‘an attorney, at West 34th Strezt, New York Clty, who was affiliated
w1th ‘the Committee of Correspondence), mhlch is a group seeking to support
‘legislation on a national and local level to better the world. He said this
organization wrote a letter, to his ‘knowledge to the Carnegla bndowment
eriticizing Russian tactics: and requestlng a $500,00 bequest to print a
series of pamphlets crmtlclzlng Russian pclicies behind the Iron

,Curtuln. According to LOVESTONE, HISS wrote a létter to MANN rejecting
this request. LOVESTONE set thls out as another example of HISS! pro-
Russian attitude. ) . %

N *

: ' With respect to his conversations with Mrs. WILLIAM 'L,
‘?%EQIIE at a cocktail party on New Year's Day, LOVESTONE related- Mrs, UﬁM?E
had been under the influence of liquor and had made inquiry concerning
his information on the "HISS mess". LOVESTONE told rs, WVHITE that he
thought HISS wasYguilty as sin", to ‘which Mrs, WHITE expressed satisfac~
tion. and agreement. He recal Mrs, WHITE as: saying nothing subsequent
concerning that, buf she higfittended partles in the company of the :
HISSES and_BEATRIC HETMAN Y At one of these parties attended by BRISCILLA
HI&S, WILLIRW T, VAITEYS 600k "A Report on the Russians® wés brought up for
discussion., It was during this discussion that Mrs, HISS mentioned the
fact that ALGER had been ‘to Moscow on a secret mission with My, STETTINIUS
‘at the Yalta Conference. Further inquiry on this- point revealeq that he,
LOVESTONE, could not recall any further observations. regardzng this
conversation, but was confident that Hrs, WHITE ‘could reveal the .complete
details, of the conversation. ] L -

With respect to WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, LOVESTONE reiterated
that :he knew CHAMBERS vrior to the break in the Commnnlst Party which led.
40 LOVESTONE!'S leaving it. §9.Q1d not know him very well, as- CHAMBERS was,
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one of the younger members and was affiliated more closely with the -
11terary end of activities of the party, rathér than the organizational
section, with. which LOVESTOME was more closely affiliated, He stated
that CHAMBERS had come to him -prior to his' break from the Party and had,
'asked him for advice.. After hearing his reasons for breaking, LOVESTONE
advised him that in his opinion, the best path to pursue was to break
clean from the Party, .adopt a "hard fist" attitude and. "let the chips
fall where they may",., CHAMBERS, on the ‘other hand had “indicated that he
desired to break slowly, not hurtlng anyone, and let bygones be bygones,
LOVESTO"E hadcounselled him that that was impossible; that the best
‘method: to pursue was to make the- break and have ‘LOVESTONE publish his
entire story'so that there would: be no question concerning his position ‘
thereafter. CHAMBERS did not agree ‘with him apparently, LOVESTONE
'stated, because he did not follow his advice, and had no further contacts
with ham with regard to LOVESTONE'S offer to publ;sh his experiences.

+ Inquiry revealed that LOVESTONE was cognizant of CHAMBERS'
underground activities and. the fact that he had been taken out of the )
'Party before his entrance into the underground activities, as well as his
entrance into Government work, Specific inquiry failed to reveal on what
basis LOVESTONE made such a statement and it is bélieved that it was based
merely on his knowledge of the usual Communist techniques. .o

" LOVESTONE' volunteered the information that WHITTAK&R

CHAMBERS had been active in European countries in connection with espionage
activities and organizing Communist Parties in these countrles. Through-
inquiry he stated CHAMBERS had made numerous trips abroad. Cross-examlnation
of LOVESTONE on these statements revealed that he had no basis for making
same, ‘and would usually brush off the inquiry with a wave of his: hand,

and with a statement thet "it was well knovm to. people'in the know! in
- the party". It was noticeable durlng the interview that LOVESTONE -
repeatedly made Statements concerning CHAMBERS! activities in the unhder=~
‘ground, which statements were made without any specmflc knowledge of

facts to back them up. It was evldent that LOVESTONE had no true know-
ledge of CHAMBERS! underground activities and knew none of the individuals
-connec¢ted ‘therewith,.and other ~information, other than that which he had
obtained: "second” hand" or from the newspaperss,

At the meeting of” the’ ‘Stimpson Commlttee, LOVESTONE
stated that he’ knew ALGER HISS was aware of LOVESTONE'S ‘position and
background, and as a consequence, he and HISS watched each other very
closely 'and were circumspect in their remarks, The purpose of the meeting
LOVESTONE recalled was to make nominations for “individuals to.head the
01v111an branch of the MarehalI Plan in New York .City and ﬂésnlngton,

D. C. " Mr. PATTERSON, who. presmded -at thé meeting, called for nominations,
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and LOVESTONE,.said there ‘was a brief silence for nominations to hedd the
New York Office, when suddenly ALGER HISS took the floor and said that while
he was enroute to the. meeting that night, he met an o0ld acquaintance. HISS
asked him if he would be interestéd -in being in charge of the New York

" ‘Office of the: Committee, In fact, LOVESTOIE stated, HISS told the gathering

he had brought thls party to the Harvard Club and he was, atythat moment,

‘in the lobbys HISS then idéntified the individual as HARQ nIN whom
" he recalled was ‘either formerly affiliated with or 2 member ‘of the Budget

Bureau. LOVESTONE refrained from commenting.on this nomlnatlon because
he did not know anything about STEIV'S background. -

LOVESTONE p01nted out that the 31tuation surrounding
HISS!' remarks struck him as. being most unusual, in that he would take an
1ndiv1dua1 whom he had met enroute to the meeting and propose him to

sSuch a position. LOVESTONE added. that STEIN was brought into the meeting,
_‘and to his recollecticn, was appointed to head the New York Office.
Following this, DEAN ACHESON asked that a. bill ‘of particulars be drawn

up, and a commlttee was appointed to carry this out. ACHESON suggested,
accordlng to LOVESTONE, that HISS and LOVESTONE be appointed to this
committee of two, LOVEDTONE thhdrew, under the pretekt that he would
have to leave town. LOVESTONE stated ‘that at this meeting he had made

avallable all of the American- Federatlon of Labor documents on the Marshall
Plan.

LOVESTONE said the next meeting was held a month later
in the Empire State Building, at which time HISS presented a one. page
bill of principles, setting forth elght points which had been prepared
by | HISS: At the conclusion of the meeting at the Empire State.Building, °
LOVESTONE had a conversation with HISS, at the conclusion of which he: ’
asked him whether he was going downtown. HISS replied that he was sorry,
but he was not going that way, as he had business to transact uptowm;
However; when LOVESTONE boarded the downtown Fifth Avenue bus, he observed
that HISS was on.it. LOVESTONE re-engaged HISS in conversation on the
bus, durlng which LOVVSTONE severely criticized the tactics of the countries
behind the Iron Curtain. He noticed that HISS was silent during these
remarks, £&s the bus reached the lower part of Fifth Avenue, LOVESTONE
mentioned to HISS that he was getting off at. Eighth Street, and HISS
indicated that he was continuing to Washington Square.- However, when
he got-off the bus at Eighth Street he found HISS immediately behind
hlm, and they -again engaged in conversatlon as they proceeded toward
Unlver31ty Place. LOVESTONE. p01nted out the incident on the bus as an
indication. of HISS' state of mind at that time', as he appeared to be
confused and upset, but he did not know the reason for this condition.

-

LOVE@TONE stated that he -had had.no further contact
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Wlth HISS until the sprlng of 1948, when he took ‘the initiative of .
contacting. HISS at the Carnegle Endowment for International Peace and
requested a luncheon angagement 4o which HISS agreed, LOVESTONE recalled
that he asked HISS to come to the Internatlonal Ladies Garment Workers
Union offices, where he showed: HISS about- and was disapp01ntea when
‘DAVID DUBINSKY, head of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union,
was not avallable to meet HISS. They had luncheon at the Bryant Hotel.
During the:lunchéon, he told HISS that he had two specific requests to
make of him; one that. the Carnegie Endovment for International Peace make
funds available to bring union leaders from Germany to the United States
and allow them to observe the ‘policies and operation$ of unions .in this
country. HISS rejected this proposal, pointing out that the’ Endowment

is interested only in acedemic work rather than labor unions. LOVESIONE
said he asked HISS .secondly if the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace could.see its way clear to bring .other refugees from the Baltic
countries from behind the Iron Curtain, and -allow them to see various
opera’oions of industries in the United States. This request, likewise,
was rejected by HISS. ,

With respect .to HAROLD STEIN, the files of the New
York‘DLV131on reveal that he has been the subject of two separate investi-
gations; one a loyalty investigation and the other an applicant for
Government position investigation, both of which revealed alleged Com-
mufiist activities and contained accusations by individuals interviewed
that STEIN was either a Communist or a Communist sympathizer.

RE? HARVEY MANN

In the interview conducted by SAs JAMES R, SHIVNERS and
ROY J, BARLOGA, February 16, 1949, with JAY LOVESTONE, International
ALadle Garment Workers Unlon, he mentioned that one person he knew had
association with ALGER HISS was HARVEY MANN, .attorney, 34th Street and
Seventh Avenue, Mr, MANN, according to LOVESTONE, was chairman of the
Committee, of Correspondence, and in this regard had gttempted to obtain
from the Carnegle Endowment and ALGER HISS, a loan. to publish a series of
pamnhlets cr1t1c121ng Russian tactics behlnd the Iron Curtain.

On March 2, 1949, dARVEY MANN was 1nterviewed at his law
of-mce, 205 YWest 34th Street. He stated he was Chairman. of Committee of
Correspondence, Vhlch group interests itself in supportlng legislation on
behalf of various. causes, e,g. housing (on national and local level)
as well as 1ndependent projects they feel should be supported.

In this latter regard, Mr, MANN said his group indicafed
a desire to publish a series. of pamphlets. criticizing Russian policy toward
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countries behind the Iron-Curtain.. ‘To -assist this progeéi Mr. MANN said
he directed a letter to Mr. HISS at the Carnegie Endowment, outlining
his program. This took place, Mr, MANN said in 1947 and was the first |
correspondence Mr. MANN had ever had writh. Mr, 'HISS. ‘The request of the
Committee of: Correspondence was refused by Mr HISS. .

Mr. MLNN said he has had no correspondence. from Mr,
HISS since ‘the above-mentioned reply. Mr. MANN said he never had any
personal contact with Mr, HISS and knew nothing relgtlve to his back-
ground H
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RE: KXENNETH WESTO&%%UTCHIVSON,
GERTRUDE HUTCHI SON

XKENMETH WESTON HUTChINSON, 516 Tindsor Parkway, Oceanside, Long Island,
was jmterviewed at the New York Office April lly, 19L9 by Special Agents ROY J.
BARLGEﬁ‘ and TAYRENCE W. SPILLANE. ‘He advised that he -is presently on parole
from Sing Sing Prison, New York, hav1ng been released from the penitentiary one

‘week ago. FHis parole period expires April 29, 1951, having served a sentence of

o to four years at Sing Sing for third degree forgery. He was convicted in
April, 1947 at New York City for having defrauded his employer of approximately
3160 OOO over a period of eight,years by forging checks. Another defendant with
him in the case was one WILT O%kﬁ%g;HEﬁs, who was also sentenced to the penitentiary
in connection with that crime! The employer who was defrauded was the Trojan
Publlshlng Company, 125 East hbéth Street, New York City. HUTCHINSON stated that
he is presently working for PETER MORELL, 45 Eighth Avenue, New York City, telephon

.number Chelsea 2-07L6.

HUTCHINSON related that he first met WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in about 1922
when both of them were students at Columbia University, New York City., He knew
CHA¥BERS fairly well at Columbia as a poet and writer,.but has not seen GCHAMBERS
since about 1925 and he knows nothing about CHAMBERS! activities since then, ex~
cept that CHAMBERS has been an editor for "Time!" magazine in recent years.

HUTCHINSON related that in about 1922 he met GERTRUB%ﬁ%fﬁMER&AN in a
bookstore which she operated on Fifth Avenue between 12th and lB“ﬁmStfg”%s, New Yor
City, and he worked for her a short tire in the bookstore, In April, 1923 he ’
married GERTRUDE ZIMMERMAN in Brooklyn, New York, and they began to live together

at 201 Second Avenue, New York City.

WHITTAKER CHAMBERS made "the acquaintance of GERTRUDE ZIMMERMAN also in
about 1922 in the bookstore which she operated, and after GERTRUDE married
HUTCHINSON, CHAMBERS came to visit them on several occasions at their apartment
on Second Avenue.

At that time, GERTRUDE often spoke fondly of CHAMBERS and since CHAMBERS®
had a very likeable personality, HUTCHINSON became jealous of him., On one occasior
in about 1925 while riding on a Fifth Avenue bus with CHA!NBERS, he had a long talk
with him and asked him to keep away from his wife. CHAMBERS agreed to do so.
HUTCHINSON stated that since that time he has never seen CHAMBERS, has never wribte
to him and, in general, has had no ‘contact with him of any kind, CHAMBERS did stay
away from his wife after he was requested to do so. )

HUTCHINSON stated further that in June, 1927 he got a divorce from
GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON on the grounds of adultery, charging her with having adulterous
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relations with MAXWELL SMITH, a detective-story writer whowas a‘good friend of
KENNETH: CEINSON, After the divorce, he saw GERTRUDE on infrequent occasions.
He later heard that CHAMBERS became friendly with GERTRUDE again after the .
divorce although he knew nothing about the details of this relationship., HUTCHIN-
SON said that he did not believe that GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON had adulterous relations
during their marriage with ‘anyone excéﬁf’?"”ﬁELL SUTTH,

From about 1930 until 1936 GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON was employed by the Book
of the Month Club, New York City, and then in about 1936 she went to South America
In about 1940 she %ent to the Panama Canal Zone and worked as a librarian in a
United States Army Hospital there which specialized in treating tropical diseases.
HUTCHINSON believed that -GERTRUDE was still working for that hospltal

HUTCHINSON' stated that he believed' that' GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON had been a
member of the Communist Party in the. early 1930'5, but that she had left the party
around 1940, He had no proof of this except for the things she t0ld him on
different occasions., HUTCHINSON stated that the person who would, undoubtedly,
know the present location of GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON was irs. DAVID REDSTONE 233 East
26th Street, New York City. ¥rs. REDSTONE has been a good friend of GEQTPUDB
HUTCHINSON'S for a very long period of time. d

¥r, and !rs. DAVID REDSTONE, 233 East 26th Street, New. Yb“k City, vere
interviewed on April 1k, 19h9 by SA ROY J. BARLGGA. They stated that they have
been acquainted with GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON since about 192k, They indicated that
"she is presently living in London, England, and has been there since September,
1948. She intends to return to the United States in about October, 1949, Accord-
ing to a letter which they received from her about one veek ago, her address in
England is 283 Park Vest, Marble Arch, ¥. 2, London, England. She is studying
in some school in London taking a library'course in tropical’ diseases, From .
about 1940 until September, 1948, GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON worked as a librarian at
the Ancon Hospital, Panama .Canal Zone. This is a United States Army Hospital
where patients with tropical dlseases are treated.

They rélated further that GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON, for a period of about .
six years from 1930 until 1936, worked for the Book of the Month Club in New York
City as a clerk, and in about 1937 she married a South American nemed NEWBALL and
lived with him in Bogota, Columbia. They were divorced about two years later,

¥r. and Mrs. REDSTONE stated that - they did not believe that GERTRUDE

HUTPGHINSON had ever been a membexr of the Communist Party because in her con-~
versatmons she never spoke favorably about the Russians and conditions in Russia.
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If she had been a member of the Communist Party, they felt tha'b she would.probably
talk about it and boast about it because she was that type of' person. They stated
that they had never heard her talk about VHITTAKER CHAMBERS except that in about
1925 when she was married to KENNETH.HUTCHINSON, CHAMBERS was a friend of the
HUTCHINSONS and visited them occasmnally. Mr. and Mrs. REDSTONE met CHAMBERS en
one occasion at that time and were not favorably impressed with him because they
considered his personal appearance very poor, he being rather dirty and unkempt,
During the past fifteen years or so they have never heard GERTRUDE HU‘I:GHI’\ISQN

* mention CrLWBEPS to them.
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RE: JOHN '12~:Eonom‘|€§é'ﬁm,m
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Mrs, FLORENCE, TATE, 305 Eighth Avenue, Brooklym, New York,
mother—in-law of JOHN THEODO%%@_}%%M%’&, wes interviewsd on March 24,
1949 by SA JAMES SHINNERS, and 537868 “that HERRYANN and his wife; RUTH,.
are. still in Mexico and intend %o remain there for an indefinite time.,

She indicated that they could be reached in care of the Wells Fargo
Express -Company,. Mexico City.

. On April 13, 1949, Mrs, TATE was again interviewed by
SA ROY J. BARLOGA. She advised that HZRRMANN and his wife are still.
living in Mezmico Cibty and, although she did not have their specific address,
she has. been writing to them in care of the Wells Fargo Express Company,
Mexico City. She stated that they are 1living on the income he receives
from the estate of his deceased fzther, and had found living in Mexico -
much cheaper than living in the United States, and for that reason intend

to remain in Mexico for some time.

5 HERRVANN and his wife were studying the Spanish-language
and intended to take some courses of study at & university in Mexico,

-.probably Mexico City.

Mrs, TATE said she had written to them indicating that
FBI agents vere trying to locate HERRVANN to interview him, and Mrs. HERRMANN

.answéred her letter, telling her that she and JOQHN HERRMANN.did not dntend

to return to the United States, but are ramaining in Mexico for an indefinite
period of time,
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INTERVIEY WITH CHARLES. JOSEPHK|CCE

Reference is made to the statement of WHITTAKER CHAMEERS that
one BOBYEOE obtained documents from HARRY DEXTER WYITE and delivéred these
documents to CHAMBERS in 1935 at Washington, D.C., prior to the death of
HAROLD WARE, CHAMBERS stated that he had to wait for one hour for COE
on a street corner in Washington, D.C. to return these documents to COE.
Thereafter, CHAMBERS told WARE thap he rcfused to work with COE.

The files of thgAlew York Cffice reflect that ROBERT CCE is
the brother of VIRGINIUS FRANFXCUE, a subject in the GREGCRY case, and active
in the Communist Ghdorground apparatus. The correct name of BOB CCE is
CHARLES JOSEPH COE. It is also noted that .COE is the Director of Farm Research,
Inc., 39 Cortland ‘Street, New York City, alleged to be a Communist front
organization. COE is known to have been in contact on several occasions with
New York State functionaries of the Communist Party.

CHARLES JOSEPH COE was inbterviewed on March 8, 1949 by SA's -
FRANCIS J. GALLANT and DONALD E, SHANWON. COE was advised that investigation
was being conducted concerning individuals with whom we belicved he may hawve

‘been associatcd at one time. He was specifically asked 4f he had, at any time,

knowm YHITTAKER CBRAMEBERS or hed any dealings with him. He replied that he
would answer any questions that concerned nhis own personzl life but that he
considered it a witch-hunt and foolhardy investigation to inguire about
individuals who worked for the CGovernment in the early 1930!'s. He stated that
he resided in Washington in the carly 1930's and felt thet Washington was one
placc where gossip was the vogue and true facts werc seldom distinguished
from mere gossip. 1In reply to the question as to whether he know WHITTAKER
CHAMBERS, he stated: "I certainly do not know ALGER KISS, and as to
WHITTAKER CHAMERS, whether I know him or not, I refuse to answer such a
question as I do not consider it pertinent to anything that I belicve is
important.” This interviey was brought to a close in view of the attitude

of CCE to refuse to answer questions pertinent to the investigation of
Commnist underground acdtivities, ' )

The following background information was obtained fro

during the course of the above interview: He advised that he was born

hugust 9, 1908 at Richmond, Virginia. Hc married his present vif 54in
December of 1931 at New York City. UHe has 2 son ALLAN and 2 daughter MARY
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by this marriage. They all presently reside at 769 Argyle Road, Brooklyn,
New York, telephone: UL 9-1254. COE is Director .of Farm Rescarch, Inc. and
also is the editor of "Facts for Farmers" which is & publication of Farm
Research, Inc. COR has attended the following universities:

University of California; d )
University of Chicago, .where he received a M. L. and a Ph. D.

. , _degree;
University of Brovm, for two years; ‘
Brookings Institute, for one year.

His main course of study was concerned with statistics and
economics. Jt is brliéved that he has been connected with Farm Research
sinee 1935, ° C . ‘
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RE: ROBER%WELL
F\

. On March 31, 1949; WHITTAKER CHAMBERS advised SAs Francis X Plant
and Thomas G. Spencer that he hdd just recalled the fact that the true name of
ROBZRT CANTWELL was LLOYD CANTWELL, CHAIBERS believed that CANTWELL had changed
his given name when he came to New York.City from the State of Vashington: The
only reason.he ever gave to CHAMBERS for the change in name was the fact that
he did not like the name of LLOYD. CANTWELL did not change his name legally,
in so, far as CHAMBERS knew CHAMBERS said that he has known CANTWELL since
appronmately 1930, Wt did: not think that he knew that CANTWEIL'S real name
was LLOYD until some years latéer:

[

some opera"b:.ons. It has also been determined that the investigators for ALGER
HISS have been mvestlgatn.ng the possibility of CHAMBERS having been confined
to a mental institution, ROBERT CANTWELL, according to investigation conducted;
was at one time confined to a mental :mstitut:.on in White Plains, New York. In
view of the fact that ‘his real name was LLOYD CANTYELL, it is possible that this
matter of- a change of name has misled the mves'oigat,ors for HISS;

RE: EDTIN C. COLWELL

An attémpt was made to locate and irterview DVIN C. COLWELT.
in order to ascertain the nresent activities and whereabouts of Hrs.
APAMIRON BISHOP, According to C“A’f“ﬁ)‘«’S Mrs. BISHOP, who is now remarried,
formerly overated the establishment knom as the, "Castle" at Fort Lee,
New Jersey, where CHAMBES lived for a short werzod Inguiry was made at
the Castle Realt‘,r Cornoration, New York City, and other sources including
telenhone and business directories; Credit Burcau, and Dun * Bradstreet,
with negative’ results.
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Re: AFRAHAM GFORGE@ILVFR}.!AN

Reference is made to the report of SA DAVID EDWIN TODD, dated

March 23, 1949 at San Francisco and Newark teletype dated March 29, 1949
requestlng interview of ALBERT £, RUTAN,. c/o irabian American Oil Company,

.71 Fifth Avenue, New York City,- for information concerning SILVERMAN'S
.activities.,

ALBERT E, RUTAN, Assistant Personnel Manager, Arabian American

011 Company, 711 Fifth Avenue, was interviewed by the writer and Special Ageht
JOHN F. "SULLIVAN. He advised that he had been an officer in the United States
Army Air Torce assigned as an administrative assistant in the office of

COLONEL CHARLES DYSON who was in charge of the control office which conszsted
-of various divisions one of which was the Analysis and Plans Branch which was
headed by SILVERMAN. SILVERMAN'S unit was broken down into several sub-sections
including Labor and Manpower, the Statistical Control Section, and the

Drafting Section. RUTAN stated that one of his duties was to act as security
officer of the Analysis and Plans Branch. In regard to the methdod of

handling secret and classified information in the Analysis and Plans Branch,
RUTAN stated that it was the. procedure to have such documents locked up in a
safe each night and transmitted to the individuals who were working with

such documents person2lly by an Air Force officer. He stated that a control
over these documents was instituted whereby the individual delivering such
documents would initial the document when it left his possession and this
procedure was continued until the document was returned to. the safe. He
recalled that several of the offices of the various divisions' heads had

safes which were utilized to hold the secret and classified documents overnight.
RUTAN recalled that such a safe was maintained in SILVERMAN'S office and more
than likely such documents were held in this particular safe. He stated that
it was the procedure for the officer on duty to check 211 the safes and
confidential file cabinets nightly to ascertain whether or not they were locked,

RUTAN was questioned as to whether or not it was possible for
. SILVERMAN and other individuals in his section to take top secret information
to their homes for further study. RUTAN stated that it was possible for Air
Corps officers to take classified documents to their homes. In regard to
civilians such as SILVERMAN, there were certain types of passes which he recalle
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were referred to as “gold passes”, which entitled the possessor to take
documents and papers out of the building to his home or in effect relieved

the person holding such a pass from a search by the building guards. RUTAN
recalled that SILVERMAN possessed such a pass which would entitle him to

pass in and out of the bulldzng without, being subject to question as to

nis nossession of documents pertaining to Air Corps matters. RUTAN stated

.that he was acquaiﬁteﬂ vith SILVERMAN and had talked to him on a2 few occasions
when he was making & tour of inspection. However, he knew of nothing concerning
SILVERMAN'S activities which would arouse his suspicion. He advised that he

had never socialized with SILVERMAN but recalled that he may have played cards.

wri.th SILVERMAN and other Air Corps. personnel on at least one occasion. He

advised that SILVFRMAN was very hlghly regarded in the Air Corps and was quite
friendly with Brigadier CGeneral EONNETT MEYERS who was SILVERLAN’S syperior
over- COLCHMEL DYSON. RUTAN advised that -although he was not in 2 position
wherce hc contacted SILVERMAN daily, it was his understandzng that SILVERMAN'!S
close associates in his department were an individual by the name of SENTURIA,
who was SILVERMAN'S assistant, and another assistant who was identified as
LESTER KLEPPER. He also believed that MAJCR ULLMAN was also very close to
SILVERMAN., . : .

RUTAN was unable to give any information concerning SILVIFMAV‘S
activities outside of his employment with the Air Force. He had no information
concerning SILVERMAN'S activities which would associate him with THITTAKER
CHAMBERS and ALGER HISS.

RUTAN commented on the fact that in the course of his duties
as security officer there were occasions when he had difficulty with the
Analysis .and Plans Branch when they were working at night on classified
documents and would fail to make the fact known to him. However, these
occagions were few and were explained away at the time.

RUTAN stated that the work of SILVERMAN'S unit neces$sitated
his having reports of a highly classified and secret nature pertaining to
B-29 production, modification, theatre diversion, and supplles. He stated
that SILVERMAN was entitled to these classified documents in order to perform
his work. He also stated that these documents would be available to MAJCR
ULLMAN and possibly other individuals in thc Analysis 2nd 2lans Branch.

4
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Reference is made to the Washington Field Office teletype
dated Yarch 16, 1949 advising that ATVIN BROAN, c/o Johns Manville Company
and former executive, of ficer of the National Recov€ry Administration may be
able to furnish information concerning A. CEORGE-STLVERMAN, who was new with
the Labor Advisory Roard of the NRA.

ALVIN BROAN, Legal Devartment, Johns Manville Company, 22 Fast
40th Street, New York City, was interviewed by the writer and he advised that
he had been a top executive officer of the Na*kn\ona1 Racovery Administration in
1933. He advised that the Labor Advisory Board was a board made up of various
labor leaders throughout the country and vias the representative of labor in
the Mational Recovery Program. This board functioned under an administra tor
who ¥r. BROTN recalled as being EDWARD McCGRADY who is presmntlJ director of
labor relations for RCA Cornon tion, llew York City. He stated that since he
did not have regular daily contact with the Labor Ldvisory Board, hc was not
acquainted with ABRAHAM GFORCE SILVFRMAN who was chief statistician for the
board from October 1933 through June 1934. He stated that the contacts with
the officers who represented labor, industry, and consumer groups were only
made by the officers responsible for administrative assistants, and that he

would be vnable to give any informati on concerning the ciutles of the administreter

and personnel of these groups.
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RE: FRANKIIN WICTOR RINO '

It was requested that I’RAI\‘OIA_S,,,;AC:%EEANKII , associate of
FRANKIIN VICTOR RENO, be interviciied concerping his knowledge of RENO!S
activitics in 1935 to 1937, It is to be noted that FRANKIIN is a former
Communist Party member and instructor at the JEFFERSON SCHOOL., He was

cxpelled from the Party in early 1948 for criticizing the actions of the
Party leaders.

An attempt was made to interview FRANKLIN at his residence, 67
Jane Strcet, New York City, by SA(A) JAVES T, NEAGIE and SA JAYES R, SHI& NERS,
“hen FR.A.D‘I’TIN opened thé door, the Agents identificd themsclves, and request-—
ed that they be permitied to enter to interview FRANKIIN; whereupon he
attempted to slam the door stating that he did not wish to ansver any ques-—
tions. ‘hen asked the reason for his refusal FRANKITN stated, "I do not
wish to talk about that."  Then asked vhat he meent by that statement
FRAHKIIN stated, "I do not wish to say why I do not want to bc intervicied."
FRANKLIN apneared to be extrémely nervous and frightened,

RE: IARY BULL GO'?,I,{&N

The Bureau instructed in a letter dated January 19, 1949, that
all individuaels mentioned in an anonymous letter, later determincd to. have
been written by KATHERINS UTLIS PERTO, werc to be interviewed,

Mrs, GORMAN, who 1s employed in-the Public Informetion Deparitment,
dmerican Red Cross, 315 Lexington Avenue, New York City, was tclephonicelly
contacted and agroed to appear at this office for an interview on larch 28,
1949. During the morning of March 28, 1949, her attorney, lir, ARMEN D.
ANDmS"\N, tele phoned and requested *bho nature of the inquiry. He was ad-

vised thet Mrs. GORMAN vras to be intervicwed regarding a mabter of internal
sceurity. He requested more specific information, -and when advised that
that was 211 the information which could be disclosed, he refused to sub-
mit Hrs, GORMAN to be interviewed for any such "fishing expedition.! '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No.1 : -
THIS CASE ORIGIN.ATE‘D AT NE"." YORK A N ' NY FiENob5.) 4920 )
‘RD?RT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADK REPORT MADE BY S
' ; MADE o~ .
NET Y0ORK L/25/9 . 41=18/49 - | ROBERT F. X.. O'XSEFE
TImLK T CHARACTRR OF CASK ;
JAY DAVID “WITTAKER CHAMRERS, was PERJURY;
ALGER HISS BSPIONAGE —~ R;
' ; INTZRNAL SECUFITY - R

.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
ALGER HISS ceased membershiv in Intemational, Juridical.
Association prior to May, 1933; associates included MATHAN
SYITT, LER PRERSSMAN, CAROL XING; purposes and editorial,
policy outlined; IJ& reputed o be Communist .controlled;
no information developed of HISS' CP affiliation. Further

t e attempts to verify shipment of oriental rugs to '.'!ashix?gtqn,
) _ &%\o D.C., 1936, nepgative. o record of visa -application in ,
Q f W o neme of DAVID BRI indicated British Viss CfTice, ¥YC.
34 56/ HATOLD L. POSNER denied membership in CP; admits acquaintence
SEMA SV ith VICTOR PERIO, 4. GRORGE STLVZRUAN, SLEANOR NSLSOM,
] 5‘“\ \Y }2’ :\}.‘, 17T, PHILIP FIFLD, etdls, but denied knowf_.:'l_edgi of CP-
zal \ éspionage activity of seid persons. JAY LOVASIONT, former
50 ) . associate of CHAMBIRS in OP met ALGFR HISS in October, 1947,
5 o as. joint member of Con}mi_ttee to Poster ¥arshell Plan; -be
} & eIV ({;\ copsidered HISS pro-Russian and sympsthetic 'i.:o Coxrmt:m}st
| ; H":g \ .k movement, but offered no details to substantlattz opinion.
; =] ! \V INVESTONT nossesses very “Jmited knowledge-of CEAMBEES! .
| :5755; \ activities., . GURIRUDI HUTCHINSON residing in Ingland, JOIX T..
Q WIRRMANN residing in Hexico. ALBIRT Z. RUTAN, Security Officer

JSAF, acdvised i. GDORGE SILVTRMAN had ready access to classi~
| fied cocuments during USAF tenure; RUTAN had no knowledge of

STLVSRAN'S activity with HISS or CHAMBRRS. ¥ARY BULL GORMAN,

) ‘ . S : s
’ former advisor on labor metters and CP member; FRANCLS
MACK FRANKLIN, Jefferson School instructor end CP member; and

, Mrs.. NATELN “TIT declined interviews.,

.

x -

| f

| RAFERENCES: Bureau file 74-1333. ,
| Buredu Tetter to Hew York and other offices, 1/3/49.
Rureau letter to New York and other offices, 12/13/48.

- P -

APPROV! z 7 :
F! °RWE§:END? s s"."".‘..‘&f.“:“ DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

.-\ 2¢1/333 |30s/] .

’gi’is ?_ V‘Ekuréi‘éafs‘o)r ™IS na’on:r
1?§ ~ THOMAS J. DONEGAN, SiAG !
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In view of the above, the following background information
was obtained concerning Mrs.GORMAN by SA {4) James T. Meagle:
S w\.b)wmab Foors copy BuRNISIHED dapt-
The indi § office reflect that Miami
Confidential Informant dvised in a signed statement dated
April 14, 1948 that ¥rs, GORNAN is a former Government employse who
Joined the Communlst Party about the same time she became acquainted
with FRANGILS JfﬁzﬁRm&m, President of the United Textile Workers of
America (AFL) in 1935. She married GORMAN in 1936 or 1937 immediately
after he obtained a divorce from his former wife. During 1935, the
Communist Party was werking feverishly to get a labor party movement
under way in the United States. However, they had no one in any
leading position in the AFL who could get the floor to speak on the
issue, or introduce resolutions which would get out of committees at
the 1935 AFIL Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey. ’

JAC ACHZL and several assistants wzre in Atlantic

Sity trying to make the best of the situation and at least make a showing
“~.. for the Kremlin's benefit. They got the surprise of their lives when

FRANCIS J. GORMAM, the Vice-President of the UTIW, made a sensational

speech fer the Labor Party and introduced a resolutxon which got over

one. hundred votes. STACHEL remembered having tossed aside, a week or

so previously, copies of a speech and resolution exactly like those

made by GORMAN (previously regarded by the Party as a reactigna

STACHEL rushed back to New York and looked them up. MARY K./BELL: Whlch

is Mrs. GORMAN'S maiden name, had written the National Office of - the

Communist Party that GORMAN was going to make the speech and dellverOd

the resolution (which she had written), and enclosed copies. STACHEL

had not taken it seriously.

Further this 1nfornant ady;sed that during the next
year or two, he saw much of MARY and EBANCT gggp N, sometimes staying
at GORMAN'S hotel, sometime$ as\a guest of‘ﬂnRY'S father, on frequent
v trips to Washington for discussions of textile problems, CORMAN once

camé to Greensboro, North Sarolina to discuss details of a textile
drive with this informant!s wife who was then working in a textile

mill and active in the UTW. MARY GORMAN would come dowvn to North
Carolina to attend meetings of the Communist Party State Committee when
toxtile matters were taken up.

Kisseloff-4230
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Mrs. GORVEN was described by the informant as a genius
on organlzatlonal matters and details of sbrategy She was a herd worker,
and full of energy who did most of the detail work of GORMAN!S office.
CORMAN followed her advice on major questions.

According to the informant, when SIDNE%%%TLLMAN‘offered
a large sum of money from Amalgamated funds for a drive in texiile on
conditions that he should have a controlling hand in it, the Party
insisted that GORMAN accept and sign the terms, This was a mistake for
GORMAN and for the Party. STACHEL thought they were just sacrificing
GORMAN, but HILLMA¥ kicked the Party as well as GORMAN out of the drive.
Later, GCRMAN went back to the AFL, and helped reorganize the YTV,

Also according to this informant, MARY CORMAN became .
Editor of the-official paper of the Workers Alliance, A

Upon reinterview by the Miami Office, it has previously
bean reported that the only additional information this informant could
supoly concerning ths captioned individual, is that occasionally she
would attend White House affairs and furnished detailed: reports of any
information gathered there to JACK STACHEI .

. Mrs. GORMAN reportedly told the informant that her
club in the Communist Party included several State Department employess.

1t was deemed advisable to interview Mrs. GORMAN'!'S
superiors in the Office of Public Information, American Red Cross, 315
Lexington Avenue, New York City, concerning any background information
or any activities on her part indicative of Communist tendencies,

Accordingly, Mr. JOHN S. RENWICK, Director of Public
Information, American Red Cross, furnished the following information:

Mr. RENWICK acvised that to his knowledge Mrs. CORMAN
was not a Communist. He stated she was a eonscientious worker who had
devoted a great deal of time and effort to the furtherance of ths
'blood baenk" program. During the time he has known her, she has never
given any indication of Communist leanings. Politically RENWICH. stated,
¥rs., GORMAN is a Democrat who was very happy to see President Truman
reelected.
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Further, RENWICK stated that Mrs. CORMAN may
considered a little "liberal' being the daughter of Dr. SPURGEONABELL.
a former Professor at the University of Texas and now a Government
economist in Washington. RENTICK did not elabora te on the term
"liberal" other than to say that college professors and educators
were usually Mliberal minded".

Concerning her personal background, Mr: RENWICK
stated that she spoke very little about herself to anyone, but he had
Upicked up" the following information in conversations with her:

He stated that she had told him that at one time
she and her husband, from whom she is now separated, were active in the
UT%. She s2id that they had beerd double-crossed by several men whom
her husband had hired as organizers. |

Mr. REN'ICK further advised that in recent months
Mrs - GORMAM has had quite a bit of domestic difficulty and secured
a separation from her husband whom he described *o be a drunkard and
also to be suffering from a cardiac conditions

The following is.a summary of the background of hrs.
GORMAN'S employment which she afforded to RENWICK when applying for
a position with the Red Cross:

1932 to 1934 Reporter for the "Columbus Gitizen", a Scripps-Howard

newspaper in Columbus, Ohio.
1934 to 1939 Publicity Director and Editor for thé United Textile

Workers of America, AFL. She organized all press
conferences; prepared releases, radio speeches, and
continuity; prepared pamphlets, leaflets; and other
literature for membership drives: prepared public
speeches and prepared economic briefs,

She also sat as Code Adviser on the Labor Advisory
Board of the NRA on 29 textile codes, She sat in a consultant. capacity
on 2ll policy meetings,’

1939 Acquired 2 Givil Service Commission status as an

information expert,

Kisseloff-4232
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1940 to 1943

1943 to 1947

i

Q JTNEN O

L

Was Public Relations, Representative for the F: H. '
McGraw Company, 51 Bast 42nd Street, New York City:
She handled publicity for them in ashington, D;C.
She prepared publicity for the follow1ng McGraw
Construction Projects:

Bsrmuda Maval Air Station, Baxter Springs Ordnance
Works, Rio Valle Doce Project, Rio de Janiero, Brazil
(Export, Import Bank).

Employed in her own fitm, GORMAN & MONETT, engaged in
publicity and publlc relations in thhlngton, D: C.
Some of her accounts were the ¥cCraw Construction

Company, Middlatovm, Ohio, New England Industries, Inc.,

120 %Wall Street, New York Clt}, Robinson Brothers,
324 LaSalle Street Chicago, Tllinois and Bolinders
Engineer Company, 33 Rector Streset, New York City.

Xrs..GORMAY, 1isted the following referénces:

H. H. STANSBURY, Account Executive, Institute of
Public Relations;

A. BE. EVANS, Scripps~Howard News Alliance, "ashington,
D GQ‘)

SUGENIA SHTPHORD, VWomen'!s Editor, Ladies Heme Journal;
C. S. STRIKE, President, McCravm Construction Company;
IRWIN S, CH&VIN Chanin Building, Washington, D. C:;
R J. WATKINS, Chmef Economist, Dun and Bradstreet,
New York thy

MURRAY SHIZLDS, Vice Presxdent Bank of Manhattan, New

“York City.

By teletype dated April 11, 1949, the Washington Field

Office advised that Mrs, GORMAN was born MARY Aﬂé%bﬁLL on August 12,

1909 in Austin, Texas. She attended high' schGol’

and OpLo State

University at Columbus, Ohio from 1923 to 1931: 1In addition to the
employment data set out above, she was employed as a résearch worker for
the New York State Labor Department in 1934 and also during.that year
was Associate Editor for the Hotel Industry, Inc. From 1931 to 1933

she was an actress "on the legitimate stage", From October, 1940 until
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July 1, 1944, she was employed by R. V. Etty Company, Washington Representative
for-a number of manufacturing concerns handling war contracts, RUBY ETTY
advised that ¥rs..GORMAN and her husband visited Spain for a Labor Confersnce
in about 1938. No other Government employment was reflected except that

with the NRA..

No further attempts will be made to interview this
person unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau.

-P 8 3 DI ¥ G-
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BLLTIMORE

A Boltimore, Ma rﬂand

#* ) "1, follow and report developments and preliminary motions
in the slander esction ‘instituted by 4LGER ‘HISS agsinst WHITTAKER CH/MBERS in.
the United States District Court, Baltimors.

".’:"SAINGTON FI7LD

M “ashington, D.C.

111 contact /BE FCRIAS for the purpose of determining the
*)resent Tocation and residence of PREGGY BENNETT, who was mentioned in the
YPTHTRINT "ILLS PTRLO tetter and set out leads to the aporopriate office so
that she mey be 'intf‘f-viened. This was previously set out in 2 Now York tele-
type dated *oril 5, 1949 9 to Mashington Fie‘l_d‘

1), continue to develop information pertinent to all
ohases of the vresent investigation in accordance with instructions set out”
in referenced letters, In this connection, it is to be noted that the trial
date for the HISS case in the United States District Court for the Southern
Nistrict of New York has becen set for May 2, next. It is, therefore, requested
that 211, leads presently outstanding be given continued and expeditious
attention. ‘ ‘

NET YORK

Mt New York, New York

Will report progress of prosecution of LIGER HISS under
the indictment returned ageinst him in the Unitéd States District Court,
Sovthern Nistrict of New York, on December 15, 1948.

It Wyack, New York

Bl
w

i1 attempt to locate and interview EDUVIN €. COLSELL,
secretary of the Castle Corporation, 40 Zast 50 Street. COLWELL, an attorney,
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LEADS
(continued)

is believed to be residing in Nyacic‘. He snould be interviewed for any informa—-
tion he may have concerning the present whereabouts of Mrs,..,D/ITIRON BISEOP.
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ADMINISTRATIVE P..GE

a

;T leads arising out of this investigation have heretofore been set
out by teletyve or letter to eppropriate offices, and arc not being restated
hercin. This investigation is receiving continuous and expeditious attention.

_ By teletype deted “pril 13, 1949, the Bureeu was advised of the fact
that, JOBN THTODORE EERRMINN intenda2d to remein in Mexico for an indefinite {91q
veriod of time; that he intended to enter a2 university in Mexico; and that he g
and his wife were studying the Spanish lzngusge., The Bureav is requested to

advise vhether Y¥RRMMNN shouwld be interviewed in Mexico or whether said inter-

view should be held in abeyance until he retums to.the United States.
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