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" N WHITTAKER CHAMDIRS was born 4/10/01; attended South Side High
A\ School, Leng Island, September, 1915 to June, 1919. Iater attended
S Columbia University, NYC, where in November, 1922 he wrote sacri—
“ T} legious play which caused his resignation as editor of Wiforningside!,
by Former teachers and classmates describe CHAMBERS as outstanding
- writer, but flipoent, cenceited, and headstrong personality; unkempt
in appearance; varied comments offered on his moral character.,
Asseciates, however, attest to his integrity, but indicate he is
given to glamorizing of incidents. Associates state CHAMBERS lived
in adultery with GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON and later with IDA DATIIES prier
to his marriage to ESTHER SHEMTTZ. Although suspicions ef CHAMBERS!
alleged perversien were expressed by companions because of his
y intense emoctional friendships with men, no definite comfirmation
obtained of such immorality. Comments »y MICHAEL INTRATOR » FRANK
BANG, GRACE LUMPKIN and others on CHAMBERS' morality set forth.,
One source believes attorneys fer HISS are engaged in smear
campaign of CHAMBERS' character and intend to produce same in
defense, CRACE LUMPKIN, former CP worker and intellectual, met
CHAMBERS in late twenties, aware of his activity in Communist
espionage, ard of his subsequent discontimuance. She was unaware
| of CHAMSERS-HISS relationship in apparatus s but recalls at time
CHAMBERS "broke" from Party he exhorted unknown Government official
te "break" also, She concluded this individual was ALGER HISS.
Assoclates of CHAMBERS at Columbia University and Time, Inc, s
including CLIFTON FADIMAN, JOHN 1, BARKHAM, and others s attest te
CHAMBERS' literary ability; his political background in CP, his

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT

~lu VHTORMATION CONTAXINED

HEREAN IS UHOLASSIPIED

EEROUROAND LA DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES B
I 24173= 35059
t S=Rureau

1-Thomas J. Donegan, .SAAC, N c

- . (5] by 5
“Ealtimore %f%,’i’ SZ ~1642§ ;

—Les Angeles (Info,) (1.00-30409) "+ Kisseloff-7170-
~fashington Field (Info,) (7~9%4) S e !
»"‘NGW Y.I'k ’ v #

Dbt rad Laedel

« U. 5. GOVERNMERT PRINTING OFFICE 16—30035-1




s
LLCIE 1TSS

& | e -‘ f 22
Frgia ’ Py ‘ .
s, ,/,
| 1 1
: FEDERAL BUnimAu ws ;N VESTIGATEON
Form No. 1 T ToR REY ‘ ;'-1&,‘:.\: WL
*~ THIS CASE CRIGINATED AT FILE KO.
REFORT MADE AT ATE WHEN PERIOD r:cn,w:-nca Mm:.. REPORT MADE BY s
TR i L /J/F RYANECIWIAY ROLERT F. X, OIIIDT
4 .,’ 4%‘ Q—‘r“g’}
TITLE '( T‘ v.T”'-_J

T
SITTAVTR CHUT DRSS, wass g
2 > * L‘,'k

; T AT ‘ QZC 3 s

S n’r‘tlenpd of such immeralily. Comments by *Ir‘erL (TaniCl, Fhall

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

..} defense. GRACE WULPILI, former CP worler and tho}loctueil, net

:)L" CHAIISERGS "kroke! from Farty he exhorted unkumown Covernment official

raciground and Forscpal Histery of
WITTTAKER CHLIIERS

WITTTLIFER CHATARS was bern 4/10/01; attendod Seuth 3ide Hizh
School, Jicnb Iclomd, Septcrkmr 1915 to dune, 117, Iater atterded
Cf‘:le:l.a tniversity, ¥¥C, whare in Lioverker » 1922 e vwircls caeri—
legicus play whieh caused Lis resignation as editer oR orrdngsidet
Forzer teackers and classmates decerile CFAZSARS as ou tigarding
vriter, ktut flip.ant, conceited, and headstrong rercorality; urkerre
in 'zprparancn' varied comments offered en his meral craraster,
£ssociates, hovever, attest to his integrity, but indicate he is
wiven te rg_sr_rrluln of irciderts. 4&ssociates state (L3093 14 -M
in adultery with GETTRUDS SITCRINSON and later with T, W ILES
te nis warriage to h&":{‘“\"l JTTZ. f.ltnﬁl,.{'n Sr,l.m.om of c LR
alleged rerversion were ex, Eéecsod by companiens bkecauce of hic
intence emctioral i‘rlnndghlru with mern, no r‘e‘f:m:rhn cmi‘:rmtlvn

WANG, CRACENULFEIN arnd rvt}mrs on CvLa’J;r_,P ' morality eat Terth,
Crk scurce beliteves attrrneys for HISS are engaged in smear
campaign of GHAIRERS' character ard ictend to preduce sars in

CHAMPERS in late tweuties, avare of his activity in Coumurist
. espionage, ard of his subsequent disceontimuancs 3he was unaware ¢
\of CHLTERS-HICS relationship in arparatus, but recalls at time®

to "break" alse., She crncluded this individual was ALGET HIZS..
Associates of CHAIBERS at Columkia University and Time, Inc. 3
ircluding CLIFTOL EADIGE, JOUN I ?.\BAP_’}"_“ and ek hers, attest to
Cil.{"\ﬁ,z.i_bi 11ter3ry ahility; his pelitical backgreurd in CP, his

APPROVED AND \ 0; .,pacu\.. AGENT =g
FORWARDED: | __Aaa /s L&-&!\' IN C!

l

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACF"

VCOFIEN DroTinyiy : j\f 7 - j O =1 ¢
P~ UrenJAN J‘%cdjga%om €D | Sy TR
-L_Th E‘ I‘ﬂ J‘ i tan ¥ .L.-(: }‘ G . = B &
| —altimore ( s - 4«2
1~ 05 An; plee '10. (100=3 ’0’}) ﬁr\} R
uauhm Fi ’1d (Info ) \ 1;4—‘ A@./J @ ’ 9;, -
eV ) mrn : ;‘.,(n - W I ) .
iW i, S o e wp | et I "‘ -
._L‘,'.}/‘ 5 2] o7 . . .
: y I 7 P ——
~. v N s 5. GOVERUMR'T ' 2Ty 3 OFFICE  10—5035-1 '
oo @i . o




NY 65~14920

REFERENCE :

‘Report of SA ROBERT F. X. O'K4EFE, New York, 3/10/49.

ultimate negation of Communist principles, and his good
character as well as oddities of action and thought. No
evidence obtained from CHAMBERS that lie buried secret or
confidential papers at Spier Farm; wife buried Communist
pamphlets. IRVINGHKARLAN, former Associate Director of
National Research/Project, interviewad; he approved —
application of CHAMBERS for Government employment in 19373

" although admitting knowing CHAMBERS at Columbia, he was

iy B 1 .
not aware until after approval that application i‘orgﬂég«l G foar e gt
employment was that of CHAMBERS; deniesWSILVERUAN re-
commended CHAMIERS for position, RICHAED CHALDERS died
9/9/26 under circumstances indicating suicide. No
evidence of hereditary insanity in CHAKMBERS' medical °
history, although grandmother committed on lunzcy proceedings. )

Bureau File No. 74~1333.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA JOSEPH F, ¥MC CORRY.

A review of CHAMBERS personal history and bhackground reflects
that CHAMBERS, while af Golumbia Tniversity, was very friendly with, and
roomed with, one EDWARBFLEWIS, the son of 2 Methodist minister in Baldwm,
Tong Island.

MRS. HENRY WHYMAN, wife of Reverend HENEY WHYMAN, present minister
at Baldwin Methodist Church, Merrick Road and Fark hAvenue, Baldwin, advised
that the Reverend LEVIS le £t this parish around 1927, and is believed o have
died several years ago.. His son, EDWARD LEWIS, is presently registrar at
Howard University, Washington, D.C. and resides at 17-78 Hobart Street,
N.7., Washington, D.C.

4 teletype to Washingbon Field Office was sent on March 21, 1949,. .
requesting that office to interview him, as t> all knuwledge he has ef

" CTAMBERS, and CHAMBERS activities. '

At South Side High School, Rockville Center, Long Island, the
writer interviewed MR, FLOYD B. WaTSUN, Superintendent ofgSchools, who
produced CHAMBZRS record card, under the name of NYIVIAN” CHAMBE.RS" . This
record indicated CHAMBERS! date of birth as April T”"’@Ol and Dis : address
simply as "Lynbrook, Long Island." He entered the school in September,
1915,. and graduvated in Juns on 1919, His grades were all above average,
with the exception of mathematics and chemistry. There was also a record
card for RICHARD CPAMBERS, which showed his date of birth as September 26,
1904. He entered the school September 1919 and graduated in June, 1924,
having had five years in High School. His grades were slightly below
average and he was athletically inclined, playing on the school baseball
teams The record showed no derogatory information.

MR. MATSON stated that he very clearly recalls both VIVIAN
and PICHARD CHAMBERS, and was VIVIAV'S math teacher while he attended this
school, . He specifically recells an incident involving VIWIAN as follows:

Shortly before graduation, VIVIAN was designated to prepare a
class propheey and read it at graduation. Accordingly; VIVIAY preparsd
a prophecy, but one of his teachers decided it was too flippant and that
it was inappropriate. He was .instructed to prepare anoilher one, which was
approved. .However, when it came time to read the prophecy, VIVIAN ignored
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the approved one and read the one that had been objected to. As punishment
for thism, his diploma was held up at graduation, and wes given to him in
private a few days later,

MR, VATSON stated that this incident was typical of VIVIAN
CHAMBERS and indicated his lack of regard for autherity, but that he was a
brilliant boy, who had an uwnusual ability particularly in Snglish composition,

MR, WATSON supplied a list of teachers who had taught VIVIN
CEAMBERS, This list consisted of himself,, MISS EDI?%fﬂKf?PENNY,‘MES,
GRACE KING, since deceased, MISS ELIZABETH%?K@SON, and MISS IAURAMRICHMOND.
He also advised that the following persons were available for inéérview, who
had been classmates.of VIVIEN CHAMBERS: IRS. ALLIS@N%VINCENT,MR; KENN&TH

/7 SEENCiRys MR, RUTATAROBINSON, MR, TALTERFSPELMAN and /R, EDWINESBOTROM,

MR, WATSON stated that about 5 or 6 months ago, on a Sunday
afternoon, an ‘individual called on him at his home, and identified himself
as "interested in the anti-Communist viewpoint" and asked guestions con—
cerning VIVIAN CLAIBERS, MR, WATSON says that he related to this man the
incident of the clsss prophecy, but nothing else,

Following are set out the interviews of the writer with’ various
former classmates and teachers of VIVIAN CHAMBERS:

FORMER. CTASSMATES

MR, KENNSTH SPENCER, Assistant Building Superintendent,. South
Side High School, Rickville Center, Long Island.,

MR, SPENCER advised that he knew CHAMBERS all through high
school, He was never very close to CHAEMBERS but did not dislike him, He
recallaed ‘an incident in an BEnglish class, wherein CHAMBERS was called .upon
to recite from memory the speech of sark Anthony at Caesar's funsral, from
Shakespeare, Instead of doing this, CHLMBERS started te recite a parody
he had written which was very witty, The teacher told CHLMBERS to stop
reciting it, but he ignored her, and continuved until he had finished. -
Further, SPENCER said he recalled the incident of the class prophecy"
and thet while it was the wrong thing to do, the enly objectieq to it
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was that it was derogatory to the faculty. SPENCER described CHAMBERS

as always being ill-kempt, unwashed, with little or no interest in athletics.
He did not show any 1nter°st 1né§%& girls, was regarded by other students
as a "screw ball', He was neithay’ generslly well-liked. uor actively
disliked by other members of the class.

MR. ROYAL ROBINSON, B-ilding Superintendent, South Side, High
School, Rockville Center, Long Island, :

MR, RUBINSON advised thet he recalls CHAMBERS as a classmate.
He does not recall the incidents mentioned by SPENCER, but stated that he
always regarded CHAMBERS as "sissy like", because of a peculiar way of
walking, and the way he played baseball, which he did only on very few
occasions. CHAKMBERS was very willful and headstrong, and always appeared
to be full of mischief. ROBINSON also mentioned that CHAMBERS' clothes
were always dirty, and he always seemed to be in need of a hair cut,

MR, EDVIN EDSTROM, Attorney, 111 Rockaway hvenue, Valley Streem,
Long Island,

MR, ©DSTROM advised that he vividly remembers CHAMBERS as a
classmate, He describsd CHAL}MBERS as having a disregard for authority,
evidenced by the prophecy incident and a general disregard for consequencess
un one occasion, EDSTRJM, CHLMBZRS and some other boys were walking home
from school and decided to walk along a rail rozd tressel to save time.
Apparently afraid to use the tressel bescause of its height, CHAMBERS
walked along 2 stream, 1Hen the trip was completed, CHAMBERS' shoes,
socks, and clothes were wet and coversd with mud. This did not appear
to bother him at all, On another occasion CHAMBERS organized & school
strike, in which a number of students refused to attend elasses for one
day because the school did not dsclare an official day off on some
lesser holiday, EDSTROM mentioned that CHAMBERS was effeminate in the way
he engaged in sports, but thet he seemed to shun the company of girls.

He was a member of a school c¢lub composed of boys who pledged themselves
to have nothing whatever to do with any girls. EDSTROM recalls that he
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was & member of this group himssif.

0. %%*ff”?*n,smom stated that he met CHAMBERS younger brother, RICHARD on
one occasion onlv, and cannot recall any impressions of him. He remarked
thet hé had learned Irom some umremembered source that RICH4RD later
killed himself because he learned shortly after his marriage that his wife
was pregnant by somesone else, e could supply no further details,

EDSTROM advised that about 5 months 2go he wes visited by
a man who claimed he was connected with the law firm defending CHAMBERS
in a civil svit. This men,.whose name EDSTROM can not recall, mentioned
" that he is a former FBI agent, and that he had previously interviewed
MR. WATSGON, the superintendent of schools. This man was described as stotky,
- about 45 years old,.five feét eight inches tall,

MR, YALTER SPELMaN, Architect,. 219 Lakeview Avenue, Rockville
Center, Long Island:’ e

MR, SPEIMALN stated on interview that he was probably the closest
friend that CHAMBERS had in High School. ks to CHAMBERS home life, SPEIMAN
gaid that he had visited the CHAMBERS home many times, and tle parents
appeared to be in poor financial condition, CHAMBERS' mother and father
had set up a studio in the home, and were teaching amateur dramatics.in order
to make some extra money. The house appeared poorly kept, and MRS, CHAMBERS
wass apparently a poor-house keeper., &S to VIVLA CHAMBERS, SPELMAN stated
that although he was always dirty physically, he wes eclean—cut morally.
While he was not interested in athletics, there was nothing <fBminate about
him. He had a less-than-normal interest in girls and was usually involved
in any rough-house around schocl, He exhibited a complete disregard for
his personal appearance. hs a result of this, he was frequently heckled
by other boys., .SPELMA4N described CHAMBERS as easy to like, but inclined
to be dramatic and fond of attention, . SPEIMAN recalled the class
prophecy incident and said that the only thing wrong with it was that it
'penned! some of the teachers.

; NCE,NT_ nege\COVERT, Head of Social Studies Department
He mpstead“f{rg‘}r“S'choS]}‘“ Heémpstead, Long I‘slc.nd and residing at 122 Brower
Avenue, Rockville Center,. Long Island,

MRS, VINCENT, intervi-wed at Hempstead High School by the writer,
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advised thet she was a classmate of CHAMBERS., She paid 1little attention

to him during the school years, bu% recalls that he was very unprepossessing

in appearance, He appeared to bs eff\,mlnﬁ.te ., in that he sought the company

of girls. After graduvation, :TRS. VIL CEN‘" went to Holyoke College in_

Massachussetts, and for the first year Teceived several letters from CHAMBERS,‘

wirich she did not preserves. In one of the first of these letters, CHnRBERS,

told her that he had left home and wes doing farm work with itinerant

workers, He-wrote about the sad plight of these workers in a way that MRS,:

VINCANT states was indicative of an unusual interest in economic crusades,:

In a later letter, CHAMBERS mentioned that he was in New Orleans, ‘ouisiana,

where he had been arrzsted.. MRS. VINCENT did not recall why he had been

arrested, but believes h: said it was for vegrancy. In the last letter -

that he sent her, CHAMBERS said that he was in Columbia University but that

he was waiting to be expelled because of an atheistic article he had

written in the school paper,

MRS, VINCENT recalled that the letters chiefly concerned 'poor
whites" and "negriogs." She described CHAMBERS as having a brilliant mind...

The following known classmates of CHAMBERS were not intervieweds
PHILLIP CROENWAID - deceased

CHARLES IOSKAMP -~ moved to unknowh address in Califcornia many
years ago.

FRED LYBA ~ no information available as to present location..

FORVER SCHOOL. TEGCHERS

AMISS. EDITH HoIFPRENNY, residing at 71 Silver Lane, Uceanside, -Iong -
Island, and presently employed es hAssistant Secretary, Guaranty Trust Company, --
140 Broedway, New York City, Upon interview at her office, MISS HALFPERNY
stated that she knew VI VI;LN' CHLMBERS 2s a student at South Side High School
from 1915 to 1918, She wes his English teacher until the latter date, when
she resigned, She regarded CHAMBERS as an exceptionally ' ‘bright boy,
and never had any difficulty with him. He never gave her any trowble in
cless or out; but she explained that this may have been because he knew
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that she was familiar with his parents. MISS HALFPENNY was dramatics
coach at all the school plays, and both MR, # MRS, CHLH: ERS usugny%?tMﬂ;&, R
assisted as assistant coaches, In this way MISS HeLFPENNY got to kno
them, She has meinteined her association and friendship with HRS.XCHAMBERS
right up to the present time, ks far as IR, & MRS, CHAMBERS are concéfred;
MISS BLLFPEMNY says that they were high type people, whoss only peculiarity
was the slight conceit usually attached to people involved in dramatics.
She presently esnjcys the friendship of MRS. CHiMBERS: MISS HLLFPENNY never
met RICHARD CHAMBERS, but heard rumors around the village to the effect
that he commitied Suicide, because of an unheppy merried life, She
recalls thet VIVIEN was a normal boy in ell respects, except that he was
far 'ahead of the other students in scholastic a2bility.

MISS LaURa RICHMOND, retired, end residing at 17 Park Place,
Rockville Cember,™Tong Island.

. MISS RICHMOND was interviewed at her home; and stated that
she left South Side Higch School in June of 1918. ¥or the three years
preceding that date, she taught VIVILV CEaliBERS science, biology, and
chemistry. She recalls that he was avercge in his ability in her courses
and that she never had any difficulty with him, ©She knew him to be a
Ishow off", bub gawve her no disciplinery problems, She advised that she
veguely remembers the other boys teasing him, but could ascribe no reason
for this, MISS RICHMOND never met or heard anything about VIVIAN'S younger
brother; RICHARD, except that he committed suicide,

MISS ELIZ.IETH L’(’SON Retired, and presently residing at 2’71
TWashington Street, Hempstead, Long Island.

MISS IaWSON, upon interview at her home advised that she remembers
VIVIAN CHAMBERS, who wes a student in her Latin classes at South Side
High Schools She recalls nothing outstending about,him, eitrer good or
bad. She heard rumors during his school days to the effect that his
home life was not good; but she knows of no symptoms of this in her
classes. MISS ILiWSON never saw or met eny other members of the CHIMBEIRS
family, nor has she ever heard anything about them, except as aboves
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The following known teachers of CHAMBERS were not interviswed:
MRS. GRiCE KING - deceased
¥R, WILLILM COVERT - High School Principal - deceased
The following investigation concerning the death and background
of RICHLRD CHLMBERS, younger brother of WHITT:.KER CHa)BERS;, was conducted
by Si JOSEPH F, MC CORZYe
Lt Rockville Center Village Hall, MRS. ZIMIRL ROBBINS,
Registrar, supplied the death certificate for RICHARD GUDFREY CHL}BERS, Which

contained the following informatien:

Certificate #81 - Deaths of 1926,

7’!1’13 s NS

Name = RICHLRD GoDl;_RJ;?fg{KBBRS,
Date of death September 9, 1926 :
Date of birth September 26, 1903
Occupation fﬁ%ﬁ Survyeyor's helper, - WILLIRM 3G GITIRE, employer
Father Ny B0 7 N CHABARS Ao ther — LOL)QHAMBERS -
Ceuse of death ges\poisoning from inhaling ges

(illuminating) from a gas range — suicide
Inquest held By EDWiRD T. NEU - dJ. P.{ Lynbrook, Long Island
Stetus married — wife — DUROT fILLSR

D

Inquiries by the writer at the Rockville Center-Village Police
Headquarters resulted in the locating of two old blotter entries under
date of September 9, 1926, as follows: "8:10 a.M. — Received call from
¥RS, G. LoN{ICHOLS, 52 Randall avenue, - Rockville Center Village, that
RICHARD CHAMBERS, of same address, had committed suicide in his kitchen,
Investigation by Lieutenant CURLEY, Sergeant CCCHRaME, Patrolmen ROBINSON,
DENTON, and FiY." signed Sergeant WILLI:M NEEDHWM. '

g:15 A,i% ~ Suicide at 8:15 h.M, — arrived at 52 Randall A4 enue,
Rockville Center Village and found RICH4RD GODFREY CHAMBERS, age 23, who
with his wife, DOROTHY, rented the three rooms on the second floor of the
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nabove address., He was lying on two chairs face upward with his head resting
on a pillow in the oven of 2 small gas range in the kitchen, his lifeless
form was cold, I immediately summonzd DR, GEGRGE C.MSTOCK, Police Surgeon,
who soon after arrived and said the young man had been dead several hours.
Acting Coroner EDWLRD T, NEU was notified and gave orders to "ndertaker.
RONLIDS of ILynbrook to remove the body. At the scene was Iieutenant
CVRLEY, Patrolman FnY, and ROBINSON and myself, CHAMBERS' wife is awey

for a few days vacation at her mother's at Fire Island, Long Island, The
parents of this young man live at 228 farl hvenue, Lynbrook, Long Island.
They were also notified. The mother end a brother WHITT.KER arrived, and
in a talk I bad with him, he told me that he (RICHALRD) had tried to use

gas on himself lest winter in a shsd in the rear of his parents! home at
Lynbrook, and that he used to taly of being bitter of life in general, The
body was discoverad by MRS, ELIDANNICHOLS, owner of the Randall Avenve
house, and her sonj@ﬂ@%?ﬁ& who smelled gas, She knew somebhing was wrong,
and notified Police Headquarters,™

Signed Motorcycle patrolman DINTON,

The writer interviewed Chief of Police THOMAS EIBLER, who stated
that although the blotter shows that he was on duby the date of the suicide,
he cannot recall the case at all, At thet time he was a Lieutenant and
the record does not indicate that he had any part in the inyestigetion,
Concerning the officers who did take part, the following information was
obtained from Chief EIBLER: ' '

Sergeant COCKRANE- retired, and living with son at
15 Saratoga Lvenue, Rockvills Center Villege

Lieutenant CURLEY‘e deceased
Patrolman RO%INSON — deceased

Patrolmen DENTON = retired and believed living at Port
Washington, Long Island

Patrolman FoY - No information available concerning his present
location,. .
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&t this tine it was ascertained that there is no further
record on file for any member of the CHAMBERS family at the Rockville
Center Police Department Headquarters.,.

Through investigation by the writer, it was ascertained that
MRS, ELIDAL WICHOLS, former owner of the house where the suicide occurred,
is presently residing with her son and daughter-in-law at 27-21 Evans
Road, Oceanside, .Long Island.

On March'l7, 1949, the writer interviewed MRS. NICHOLS at
the above address.. She advised that her memory of the suicide is very
hazy, She reealls that the young CHAMBERS couple rented her upstairs
apartment only a few months before his death. They appeared to have very
little money and the wife went to work in New York every day. To the best
of her knowledge, they did not engage in arguments or quarrelling with
each other. MRS. NICHOLS further recalls that o few days before the suicide,
the wife went on a short vacation to her parents summer home on Fire Island,
Long Island.

28, MRS, MICHOLS had no knowledge of any previous suicide attempts
by RICHA§%£¢§LMBER§&,and remarked that his married life appeared quite
normal in‘all respects. She advised that through conversations with
the wife, she had leatrned that the CHuMBERS family did not like the girl
and had very little to do with her. . MRS. NICHULS does not know WHITT.LKER
CHAMBERS, but believes she met him at RICHARD!'S funeral. On the morning
of the suicide, MRS. NICHOLSsmelled gas in the hallway at about 8:00 &.M,
and traced the odor to the CHLMBIRS! apartment upstairs. . She entered the
kitchen, and saw RICHARD with his head in the oven, and the burner turned .
on, She turned off the burner, opened all the windows, saw that RICHARD
was obviously dead, and called the village police..

4t the conclusion of the above interview, MRS. NICHOLS, assisted
by the writer, examined a quantity of old books and records, in an un—
successful attempt to locate rent receipt stubs which would show date of
CHuMBERS' rental of the Randall Street apartment, However, MRS. NICHOLS
is sure that they moved in only two or three months before RICHLRD'S
death. His wife moved out immediately after his death.
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Inquiries by the ite at Town Hall, Hempstead, Long Island,
revealed that DOROTHY TLIM: " ILLiR was marrn.ud to RICHARD CHLMBERS on
May 29, 1926, at Lynbrook, Long Island. & transcript of this license was
obtained and Yas been made an exhibit in this case file.

Through investigation, it was ascertained that the former
DOROTHY _MITLER is presently married to a M ERSEN, and résides at
97 Test Bouvlevard, East Rockeway, Long Islend.

: , Y
On March 18, 1949, the writer interviewed MRS. DORCTE 07 EDERSEN,
nee MILLER, at her home, at the above address.

MRS. PEDERSEN stated thet she first met RICHLRD CHLMBERS,
while taking a walk in Lynbrook, in the summer of 1925, She married
him over the objections of her family, about a year later. Her family
objected to the marriage because they felt that the CHLMBERS' family
did not have a good reputetion in the community. She could not elaborate
on why the CHLMBER' family did not have a good reputation. The CHLMBERS'
family also objected to the merriage, and at the time of the ceremony,
no one was present with the couple except two brothers, whose name was
MENEKE, and who were friends of RICHARD'S. Immediately after the marriage,
they moved into the Ixandall Street house, MRS. PEDELSEN stated that she
is positive they moved in that apartment after the marriage, and that
it was the only place she ever lived with RICHARD CHs«MBERS. about 3 “
months after her marriage, she contracted measles, 2nd got two weeks off
“from her employment, which was as a file clerk for the Hume Insurance
Company in New York City. As the illness wore off, she decided to re—
cuperate at the summer home of her parents, at UCean Bay . *’ark Fire
Island. &lthough RICHARD was unemployed at the time, he did not go with
her because of bad feeling between him and her family. She had only been
away a few days when a State Trooper came and told her that her husband had
comnitted svicide in their apartment.

She returned with the trooper, The CHAMBERS family, without
consulting her, made arrangements for the body to be buried from the
CHLMBERS home in Lynbrook. When she came back to the apartment with the
trooper, and while the police were still around, some officer handed her
an unfinished letter, apparently intended for her, which had been found
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in the kitchen. The original of this-letter was borrowed from mzs,&)*gf*ﬁf&
PEDERSEN, and photostatic copies made, which will be made exhibits in I
This case file. The letter follows:

"ed, Sept — what '26

"earest Dottty Wf}?ﬁ%

| 411 stories start with time, place, and when, so I
shall start at three o'clock in the morning, I, as usual
' am drunk, I cannot see, so please forgett the writing and
i spelling, I have been out with 'Jin' and have had too
much, today Dotty Dear, I have been at Bayshore and have
watched the boats come in. Dear Dotty there is a certeran
love which prevailes all, (even licquor) and that is the
love which I hold for you. OCome home Dotty; I am going
away come home, I need yous Even though I may not
treat youw as you wish for Christ gack come home.

A1l day I watched on the pier and no boats came in.
If I had seen you I would not be drunk now, kire you
coming?"

The above letter was written in pencil, is badly scrawled,
and almost illegible, It wes unsigned, and begins at the back of a
folded piece of letter paper, us the letter states it was written at
3:00 LM, 1iRS: PEDELSEN believes that KICHWRD wrote it shortly before
he killed himself. She stated that during her short merrisge to RICHLRD,
they had no serious quarrels, and that she never intended to separata
from him. When he propvsed marriage to her, he threatened to kill
himself if she refused to merry him. A&fter his death, she learned from
MI:S. CHAMBERS that he had attempted suicice before,s She described RICHALKD
as an atheist, a very heavy drinker, and inclined to be mvody. She only
met WHITTLKER on a few occasions, but didn't like him, because he was
of a "surly" disposition, To the best of her recollection, RICHARD never
had a steady job, but only worked occasitnally as a surveyor's helper.:
She believes he sometimes wurked for a firm that is now known as Carmen and
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Dunn,- Surveyors — at Malverne, Long Island, MRS.. PEDERSEN.is certain
that RICHAED told her during her marriage to him, that UHITTAKER had a
child. She recalls no further particulars, but says the child would
now be 22 or 23 years old, if still living.. She does not k_now whether
or not this child was legitimate.

After the death of RICHARD,. MRS. PEDERSEN went back to live
with her family and has not seen or heard from any of the CHAMBERS' family
since then. About sixteen years.ago she married MR. PEDERSEN, who is a
carpenter emplG¥ed by the Long Lsland Tighting Company and Has three children
the oldest of which is 15 years of age.

As to the parents of RICHARD CHAMBERS,. MRS, PEDERSEN stated that
she knows very little about them. She remarked that MRS. CHAMBERS was
employed at one time in social welfare work, and MR. CHAMBERS was a writer:
for some form of art literature. She labelled them as "peculiar people”
but knew of nothing specifically derogatory about any of them. She believed
that before her marriage, RICHARD was involved with a girl at Ossining,

New York, and believes that he may have had an illegitimate child. She
knew of no further details. She knows RICHARD attended Colgate University
for” about a year, and believes he was expelled therefrom but doesn't

know for what reason.,.

Investigation by the writer at the Lynbrook Village Police
Department reflected that there is no record on file for any of the
CHAMBERS family. However, Lieutenant ANDREW GOLL, who was. interviewed
advised that shortly after the death of RICHARD CHLMBERS, who was buried
in the Rockville Center Cemetary, which borders on the village of Lynbrook,
he ( Iisutenant GOLL) was making his rounds and saw a women stending
among the graves in this cemetary., 4s it wasafter midnight, he decided
to investigate. Upon approaching the person, he recognized her as J\IBS.ﬁ.LC] _Pt
%@ggs, whom he knew by sight. She told him that she often visited her
son's grave at night, and Lieutenant GOLL saw her there on many subsequent
times, always late at night.

Records of the Nassau County Police Department were checked at
Kineola, Iong Island and no record was found for any member of the CHLMBERS'
family.
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Lt the time that WI:.LTE'I SPELMLN, former ~elasgmate of VIVIAN
CHL.MBERS, vas interviewed, he menticned that one HALR LY, formerly of
Rockville Center, and presently employed by imerican Broadcast.lng Corporation
had been a classmate of RICHLRD CHAMBERS at Colgate Universitys
Lecordingly, on March 24, 1949; the writer interviewed H.ROID DLY
at his office at 7 West 66th Street, New York City. His home address is
12 Tocky Ridge Drive, Nichols, Bridgeport; Connecticut.

MR. DAY stated that he went through South Side High School with
RICHLID CHLMBERS and after graduation, they both went to Colgate University
in September of 1924. ifter finishing the freshman year, RICHLID withdrew
and did not return to COLGLTE. &s to the reason for this, DuY remarked
that there were probably several factors involved. Firstly, RICHLED did
not get a bid to any fraternity, whereas practically all of his friends
did., Secondly, he had never exhibited any interest in campus activities.
DEY Aid not believe that lack of funds, poor grades, or possible disciplinary
measures were present in CH.MBERS case. DAY described RICHAKD as being
. a friendly scort, but one who would not go'out of his way to make new friends
or to take an interest in things around him. These were probably the reasons
why CHAMBERS did not get a fraternity bid, eccording to DAY.

DLY further remarked that RICHARD had-a much greater interest
in girls then most other buys, which was evident even in High Schovol.
kLt Colgate, he would leavé the college every week end, apparently visit-
ing girl friends., D.Y believes that he spent a great deal wE 'bme with
some girl in Philadelphia.

Lt the time of RIGHMD'S merriage, DLY heard rumors to the
effect that RICHLID'S wife gfj a girl "who had b?an around a loty"
me< ) o
.a.ccording to DLY, RICHLIDjwas & person of average 1n‘bellectual
ability, end who never gave any symptoms that he was the type who would
commit suicidel, - DLY stated that he was surprised when he h\,arc. abuut
RICHAERD'S death, and cuvuld th:mk of no reason for it.

Ls to VIVIAN CH};.MBERS, Di:Y met him only once or twice and
knows nothing about him except that he wes kniwn as an "intellectual."
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,&'ﬁi‘p@axgmet MRS, CHAMBERS on at least one occasion, and describes her as

a typ:.cal huuséwite, ~ He recalls rumors around town to the effect that she
was a poor hcusekeeper, and inclined to be “arty" or "Bohemian," He could
supply no further information.

In connectivn with the statement of WHITT:.KER CHLMBERS that
'his grandmother died in an insane asylum, the following investigation
was contucted by SL JOSEPH F, MC CORRY.

On March 24, 1949, the writer interviewed DR, LARTHUR D. JiQUES,
M.Dy at his office, 243 Ltlantic hvenue, East lwckaway, Long Island, DR.
JLQUES stated that he remembers MIS. IL; Y THITT.KER; the muther of M.S. .
CHLMBERS, in Lymbrook. He was not the family doctor, but was called into
the case, together with DR, {ARON HICGINS, as licensed mental examiners,
by DR. BiLDBURY, the family physician., Dil, JLQUES advised that DRS.
HIGGINS and BRL.DBULY are both deceased, He further advised that under
New Y.rk State law, no person may be committed to an insane asylum unless
two doctors, licensed by the state as mental examiners, sign the papers
indicating they have examined the patient and found him to be insane.

DR. JnQUES stated that he examined ILiS. WHITT.KELR at her
daughter's home in Lynbrook in September, of 1931, He found her to be
suffering from "senile dementia." He explained this ailment tu be a
disorder of the mind, caused by an insufficient amount of blued reaching
the brain. This deficiency of bloud is caused by hardening of the arteries
supplying tie brain.

DH. JAQUES pointed out that senile dementia is, as the name.
implies, an ailment connected with old age. He puinted vut aleo, that it
in no way is hereditary.

Lt the -time of the abuve interview, DR, JLQUES advised that about
3 or 4 months ago, a MR, FRIKXERCGHER called on him at his uffice and
after identifying himself as a’'"private investigator," proceeded to ask
questions abeut MBS, THITTAKELR and the CHLMBERS family. When DR. JLOQUES
asked CALAGHER who he was representing, CuidGHER answered "T can't tell
you that," DI. JSAQUES refused to give him any information. CLILGHER
gave DR, JLQUES his address as 3042 avenue T, Brouklyn, and telephune number

Kisseloff-7188

16

A




JFM:HJIC i
- ‘ 15 ‘

NY 65-14920

as Sheepshead 3-3476.

The Brooklyn telephune directory for 1949 lists a FUulNK X,
>§§f LTLCHAL at 3042 Lvenue T, Brooklyn, telephune Sheepshead 3-3476, —

£t Kings Park State Huspital, Kings Park, Long Island, DR,
JOSEPH SHUFFIETUN, hssociate Director, wes interviewed, DR, SHUFFLETON
reviewed the file on MARY WHITTAKER and supplied the folluwing informaticn:

Date of birth September 10, 1852, in U,S,

l.ge w 79 '

Lddress 228 Earle svenue, Lynbrock, Long
Island

. Lunacy Examiners DR, ARTHI'R D, JIQUES

DI, AARON HICGINS

Date of admittance September 29, 1931

Lpplication made by Ia Zcil 1'BEiS, daughter

Cummittment signed by 'JUDCE LEWIS J, SMTTH, County Court,

. Nassau '

The commitment papers included the findings of the lunacy
examihers, and was_signed by both DR, JLQUES and DL, HICGINS, It
follows: "Physical cunditiun fair — talks to self and has flight of ideas.
Roum, unkempt and cuntains various vbjects such as jars, putatues, oniuns,
etcs This statement did nut include any diagnosis.

&% the time of admittance the huspital conducted an examinaticn
with the following comments made:

"Symptoms ~ elated, faceticns - with periods of confusiuvn
Diagnosis - Psychusis, with cerebral arterioscleroses."

The file indicates MARY WHITT4KER died at -the huspital on
December 22, 1931, ’

. DR, SHUFFLETON advised that he did not know MRS, WHITTLKER, as
he came to the hospital after her death, He further advised that none of

the staff doctors who would remember her, or who had examined her, are
presently at the hospital.
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.S, EDITH PHILLIPS, who has been described as a close friend of
MIS. ILHL CH:(MBERWS, and who has knuwn the CHaMBELS family for many years,
was interviewed by Sh WILLIAM JUHNSUN at her hume at 33 Oakland bLvenue,
Lynbroock, on “arch 28, 1949.

S, PHILLIPS stated that she had knuwn the CHLMBERS family for
about 35 years, having first become familiar with them as neighbors. She
described the "amily as always having stayed close to themselves, prubably
because they felt slightly superiur -socially. The twe boys, VIVIEN and
RICHLHD were always very close, and rarely evex mixed with other boys. She
feels that this was due to the fact that they felt themsclves to be above
average mehtally, The two boys were always very close to their mother,

JKY CHAIBEIS, the father, died as a result of getting ovub of
bed too suvuen after an attack of pneuwmonia.

MRS, PHILLIPS recalls that VIVIAN was very untidy as a boy and was
always a little "odd." She explained this by referring to his not mixing
with other boys and his keeping to himself. After he finished high school,
MRS. PHILLIPS saw very little of him vntil quite recently.

In commenting on RICHARD'S suicide, MRS, PHTLLIPS attributed
it to an unhappy marriage, which caused him to become a heavy drinker. She
feels that the heavy drinking in turn, led to his suicide,

MitS, PHILLIPS alsu mentiuned that she was a co-worker with LLHa
CHLMBERS in the Welfare Department of New York City for several years.
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4t the time CHAMBERS was interviewed, he advised that during the per-
iod he attended high school in Lynbrook, Long Island, he became acquaintad ::iti
a vioman, DOROTHEA MaUDE MONT ELLEN, whom, he stated, impressed him very much,
and had a lasting effect upon his entire life. CHAMBERS advised thet she was
a very cultured woman and a linguist, and that she, in fact, taught him German
and French and used to speak with him in German on many occasions. He advised
that she got him interested in music, and made him aware of old European tradi-
tions and culture., He further stated that she was an outstanding person in that
community and that she was married, but he advised, "My friendship with Mrs,.
ELLEN was not an affair and there was no scandal since she was a very religious
woman, and an ardent Christian Scientist.® He advised that she died in the
early 1940!s.

CLARENCE ELLEN, husband of the deceased, DOROTHEA .ELLEN, was inter—
viewed at his office on 120 Viest 42nd Street, New York, New York. He advised
his wife died in 1940, and that he has since remarried and now resides in Free-
port, Long Island. He stated that he and his deceased wife resided in Lynbrook
from 1913 to 1919, and that sometinie -around this period, his deceased wife,
DOROTHEA, became acquainted with VIVIAN CHAMBERS' mother. He advised that
T:HL TTAKER CHAMBERS was known to him and to all others in the community at the
time he was attending high school, as VIVIAN CHAMBERS.

Mr. ELLEN advised that VIVIAN CH/MBERS' mother and his wife met in
the library in Lynbrook, and subsequently became very intimate friends. WMr,
ELLEN advised that VIVIAN CHAMBERS impressed him as a rather normal boy, and
that there was nothing unusual about him in the early stages of his-life. He
had recalled that VIVIAN CHAMBERS had heart trouble and affected hearihg at
that time in Iynbrook.

Mr. ELLEN advised that when they moved from Iynbrook in 1919, they
moved to Douglastown where they resided until the death of his wife in 1940,
He stated that he, himself, did not see VIVIAN CHAMBERS again until sometime
in late 1920 when'he rode on & bicycle.frém Lynbrook to Pouglastown to visit
the ELLENS at their home, Mr. ELLEN recalled on this occasion that CHAMBERS
was now a young man, and that he impressed him very unfavorably. He stated
that on the occasion of this visit, he was rather dirty looking and made a

very poor appearance, and that he led Mr. ELLEN to believe that he was a

radical and a Communist. Mr. BELLEV stated that he got this impression from
conversations he had with CHAMBERS at that time, but he could not recall spe-
cifically what subjects they were discussing.

Mr. ELLEN stated that his wife had visited in Lynbrook on a few
occasions after they moved to Douglastown, and that perhaps she had seen
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VI VIAN CHAMBERS on these trips, but that she had never mentioned anything to
him. He stated that he did not believe his deceased wife was particularly
friendly with VIVIAN CHAMBERS, and that relationship was more with VIVIAN'S
mother than with VIVIAN who was much younger.

Mr. ELLEN advised that his oldest boy now lives in Baltimore, Mary-
land, and that in the fall of 1948 he had visited his oldest son in Baltimore.
He stated that 'on the occasion of this visit, VIVIAM CHAMBERS came to the house
to visit his oldest son. Mr. ELLEN stated that he was not certain how well his
oldest son knew VIVIAN CHAMBERS, and stated that he was given the impression
that they were not intimate friends, but had visited one another more on the
basis that they were old friends from the same neighborhood in New York.

Mr. ELLEN stated that when he met CHAMBERS in the fall of 1948, his
appearance had completely changed from the individual he had seen in late 1920,
and that his character had also appeared to have changed. He stated he now ap-
peared to be a reputable individual and made a very nice appearance. He was
unable to recall just what conversation he had with CHAMSERS on this occasion,
and stated that for the most part they talked about old friends in Lynbrook.
He stated that no indication was made of CHAMBERS!' Communistic activities,
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HENRY R. BANG was interviewed on larch 28, 1949 at his office
with the New York Telephone Company, 435 West 50th Street, New York City,
by Special Agents Roy J. Barloga and John J, Ward. He advised that he re-
sides at 20 Hart Street, Baldwin, Long Island and he holds the position of
Plant Superintendent for the Western Division of the New York Telephone
Company. ' >

He stated that he first met WHITTAYER CHALBERS in 1921 at
Columbia University. They used to commute together by train to school each
day, CEAMBERS living with his family in Lynbrook, Long Island and BaNG
living in East Rockaway, Long Island. They became very close friends and
were closely associated for about three years at which time they went camping
together, on bicycle trips and visited each other's home.

BaNG did not finish his course at Columbia but left in his
second year to obtain employment and it was not long after that that his
friendship with CHAMBERS ended. BaNG got a job with the Western Electric
Company while CHAMBERS continued at Columbia University. For some time
after he left Columbia BANG rented a room in New York City and CHALBERS
stayed with him in his room on many occasions. BANG stated that for at
least the past twenty years he has not seen (CHal.BEES and has heard very
little about him, ‘

He stated that he has always had a very high opinion of
CEALBERS, considering him a man with a wvery good mentality and a truthful
individual. Nothing had ever come to his attention to indicate any immorality
on the part of CHA¥BERS. While at Columbia he had considered CHALBERS a very
fine poet. BANG had never agreed with the political ideas of CHAMBERS and he
thought that probably CiAVBERS became a member of the Communist Party after
he left Columbia University although he did not know this to be a fact.

He had been well acquainted with the CHARBERS family and had
considered his mother a very fine woman of friendly personality. CHAMBERS'
father was an artist and had rather an aloof personality so that he never gzot
to know him very well, BANG also had been somewhat friendly with CHAMBERS'
brother, RICHARD, who committed suicide in about 1928, BANG stated that he
had never known anything about the personal affairs of RICHARD CiIAMBERS. He
stated that the CHARBERS family were different from most of the other people
living there and they did not mix with the other people very much or take part
in community affairs. Therefore, they were not very well known to the other
people in the community.
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I-IENR%EZ%Bﬁ\IG related further that when he stopved associating
with CHAMBERS not long after he left Columbia Univeristy, CHAMBERS became

very friendly with BANG'S younger brother, FRANK BANG. CrAMBERS and FIANK
went on camping trips together and were very close companions and FRANK BANG
thought very highly of CHAIBERS., FRANK BaNG became influenced in his political
thinking by CiALBERS and ir. BANG thought that FRAWK BANG probably bscame a
Communist Party member eventually, although he did not know this tc be a fact.,

In the early 1930's FR.NK BANG left the BANG fumily and began
to live on his own in New York City. Since then he has not closely associated
with the other members of his family and sess them infrequently, it usually
being for family reunions at Thanksgiving and Christmas time., BANG stated
that FRaNK BANG did not appear at the family reunion for Thanksgiving and
Christmas in 1948 although he had not missed these family meetings for a
number of years prior thercto. He believed that FRANK did not appeer on these
occasions because of the CLA.BERS~HISS publicity in the newsvapers and he did -
not want to aiscuss CHAMBERS with the rest of the family, probably feeling
that the subject of CHAMBERS would come up due to the publicity.

HENRY BANG stated further that he had rever heard that
CHAMBERS was a member of the Communist Yarty or that he was ever involved
in any espionage activity. FRANK BaNG had been friendly with CHAMBERS for
a period of about ten years., B.NG related further that his mother had never
wanted FRANK to become too friendly with CHAIBERS because when they were
close companions in the late 1920's FRaNK was a young boy while CHAlBERS was
older and CRAMBERS always had ideas about meking trips around the country
and taking FRaNK BaNG with him. Mrs., BaNG never thought FR.NK was old
enough to moke these trips.

She liked CHARBERS, however, and never had snything against
him nor did anyone else in the B.NG family ever object to CHLAMBERS on the
ground of morals or his political ideas. No one in the BLNG family hud
cver said anything sbout the relationship betwsen CH.MBERS and FRLNK BLNG
which indicated that they might consider that there was something wrong
with this relationship.

HENRY BANG stated that he did not kmow whether CEIIBERS ever
assisted FR.NK BaNG in paying his college tuition but he thought it was
quite possible inasmuch as they had buen very good friends and FR.LNK B.LNG

did not have very much money at the time he was going to college.
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FRANK BANG, 55-03 3lst Avenue, Woodside, Long Island, was
interviewed at the New York Division on March 28, 1949 by Special Agents
Roy J» Barloga and Thomas G. Spencer, He stated,that he is a partner in a
mail order retail book business which is cal MARBORO BOOKS, located at
117 East 24th Street, New York City, and has been in that business since 1947,
Prior to that; for five years,he was with the Office of Price Administration,
New York City, working for two years as an investigator and three years as a
clerk. From 1934 until 1941 he worked as an investigator for the New York City
Department of Welfare., He attended New York University for one term in 1928
and then attended the College of the City of New York until 1933, when he
graduated with a BS Degree.

BANG stated that he first met WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in about 1924,
at which time BANG was attending high school. CHAMBERS, at that time, was
going to Columbia University and was a close friend of HENRY BANG, the brother
of FRANK BANG, who also attended Columbia University withH CHAMBERS. until about
1922. The BANG family at that timé lived at East Rockaway, not far from the
CHAMBERS home at Lynbrook, Long Island, After HENRY BANG left Columbia he
began to work for the New York Telephone Company and his friendship with
CHAMBERS began to taper off, FRANK BANG stated further that at that time he
and CHAMBERS became close friends and thought very much of each other. There
was about seven years difference in their ages. They remained very close
friends for about ten years until about 1933, and after that saw each other on
infrequent occasions. They became particularly close friends after CHAVBERS!
brother committed suicide and BANG!S mother died in about 1924. They frequently
went swimming, fishing and canoeing together, They often went camping on
Long Island at Atlantic Beach, BANG stated that he knew CHAMBERS had been a
member of the Communist Party but could not recall when he learned that, it
appearing to him that he had always known him to be a member of the party,

At this point BANG was asked whether he was or had been a member
of the Communist Party himself and he stated that he considered that a
personal matter and did not care to answer the question.

BANG stated that the only trip that he had ever heard CHAMBERS

speak about having taken outside the United States was a trip that CHAMBERS
took to Europe during his college days, which trip was taken prior to BANG
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having made CHAMBERS acquaintance «This had been a vacation trip, according to
what CHAMBERS had told BANG. ' e £ H
FAl) b‘@"—&-ﬁlf‘:{f:;l&} "
BANG stated that+ he met several of CHAMBERS friends apd included
among them was MICHAEL INTRATOR, who was a furrier occupation»ﬁéf}i@ﬂ'_%
;in the early 1930's married another friend of Cg ERS by the name of GRACE
—’?@mipm Another friend of CHAMBERS was SENDEBXGARLIN. BANG recalled that

GARLIN and INTRATOR uselto camp on Long Island,near Atlantic Beach,at the same
place that BANG and CHAMBERS camped,and they often met them there.

FRANK BANG, wa$ questioned as to whether he was acquainted with
JOSEPH?@EEWA.N and H ¥ IFREEMAN and he stated that the names sounded familiar
but could not recall that he knew these mens

»‘5135‘;';5}).1%»%‘131%1\1(}. stated that in about 1928 CHAMBERS was living at® HUTCHINSON'S
home with.GFRTIRUDE HUDCHINSON: at Whitestone, New York. This women's husband,
KENNETE UTCHINSON, was an editor for "THE%@’?‘I‘ION". BANG stated that he often
visited CHAMBERS and HUTCHINSON in that héuse and had sexual relations with

- GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON on very many occasions in that house while CHAMBERS was
living there with her. In about 1929 CHAMBERS left HUTCHINSON and began to
live with IDA DAILES. BANG sontinued to have Sexuial relations with GERTRUDE
HUTCHINSON 8T~ & f&W months after CHAMBERS lefty although he did not live with
HUTCHINSON., He stayed many nights with her there, BiNG thought that HUTCHINSON
was a Communist Party member but he claimed not to be positive of that., He
stated that she was an unatbractive woman and after a few months he lost interest
in his relationship with her and left hery He heard from her a number of times
after that., On some of these occasions she asked him for money. The last he
heard of GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON was in about the year 1932, He could not recall
the circumstances but believed he probably received a letter from her at that
times He claimed he had no idea as to where she was presently located or what
she was doing at this time., Concerhing IDA DAiLES, BANG said that he met her
on several occasions after CHAMBERS began to live with her in about 1929, after
he had left GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON. He recalled that CHAMBERS and DAILES lived
together in East Rockaway and that they also lived for a time at CHAMBERS!
mother!s house in Lynbrook, Long Island. B:ilNG said that he had very little to
do w'th IDA DAILES because he did.not like her, considering her a very
unattreetive woman and a- rude individual. He stated that he does not know where
ID4 DAILES is presently located and has not heard of her since about 1930,
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EQ i BANG was questioned gbout other associates of CHAMBERS and said
that he recalled. h&v:.ng met JAG B&B‘URCK in about 1929, when BURCK worked with
CHAMBERS and‘fNTRATOR “Bn 1 DAILY WORKER". He could not recall how he met
BURCK and he "did not believé that he saw him on very many occasions. BANG

said that he met ESTHER SHEEuITZ, the present wife of CHAMBERS on many occasn.ons
although he could not recall how he had first met her. BiNG was questioned about
his acquaintance with Doctor SERBER and ELIZABETH LERNER and he stated that he
had never met these individualg‘ nor had he ever heard of them before. He
recalled that ESTHER SHEMITZ and CHAMBERS, after their marriage in about 1931,
were living on East 11lth Street in New York ¢ity, in an apartment next to
INTRATOR. He visited CHAMBERS and his wife on many occasions then and had

at first found ESTHER SHEMITZ friendly although later she appeared to be
antagonistic. toward him, possibly because she felp that CHAMBERS was too fond

of him, BLNG said that he had heard about GRAQEXHUYTCHINS and ANN:‘;;(ROCHESTER

but did not personally know them. BANG said that he had never known that
CHAMBERS left the Communist Party for a period of time in about 1930 but had

always thought that CHAMBERS remained on good terms with the party up to the

time that he broke away in about 1938.

BANG had always thought that CHAMBERS went directly from his
work on the "DAILY WORKER" to become an editor fo rNEW MASSES" . BANG related
that-when CHAMBERS went with "NEW MASSES" in about 1932, he lived for a . time
at Glen Gardmer, New Jersey, on the farm of FRANKLI] 1ER.. Ab that t17ig_BANG,
went with his wife, AUGUSTA, to visit CHAMBERS and hlS wife at Glen Gardner,
New Jex-sey, on several o occaswns,and CHAMBERS found him a summer place of hlS
om in the vicinity where BANG subsequently spent two summers, BLNG said that
his first wife was AUGQUSTA H;@NOVER, whom he married at New York City in abeut
1930, while he was a’c.tend:.ng City College of New York, He said that her
nickname was "GUEK™, They had no children and were divorced in 1936, Shortly
after the divorce BANG married again and is still living with his second wife,
They have two children of their marriage. BANG said that his first wife was
not a Communist Party member while he was married to her, so far as he knew

but he had reason to believe that she did become a member of the party after he
left herd

W BANG said that another friend of CHAMBERS whom he met was _Doctor
HEYERSHAPIRD who was a Professor at Columbia University. BANG met him a few

timesin the early 1930's, hav:Lng visited his home in New York City on one or
two occasionse
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Leapk B related that after C'4IBIRS Wemt to Vashington, D. C. in
about 1934 he saw very little of him although they kept up a correspondence.
(n infrequent occasions, when C iIBERS was in Hevr York City, he would drop in to
gee him, After CVA"BURS broke away from the Cormunist Party he told 3..°G that
he had done so but he went intc no detail aboubt the break. .fter CIi ilS went
to “Jashington, D. C. his friendship with Bi#G began to diec off and they have
never been closely associated since then, BLNG said that after C.i B .4S went
to work FopMFTTRE! ; ‘agazine, BAJG saw him on about four occasions., The last
tine he saw’hin was in late 1947 or early 1948, le went to sce Cidi. 3..38 about
obbaining & job with "TL.IM llagazine, CHu. DERS told him to see the Personnel
Jlanager who, after talking to B.G, indicated to him that he ws not the type of
individual that "TIE" j‘agazine could use as an employee. 3B.i'G said that he
never saw CliBERS after that and prior to that meeting he had not scen him for
about three years.

Concerning C!'L:BZRS character, B..lG said that he had alrrays
considered CHi'BIRS a truthful person, a man of fine intellect and a very good
writer and poet. Hec had ncever knowm anybhing about immorality on the wart of
CEi:.BTRS except, of course, his knowledge of CHATBERS sexual relations with
several women, pricr to CILJBRRS marrying SSTUFR SHEANITZe.

Ab this time BiNG, in an agitated manner, stated tnat he knew
that the attorneys for ALGER I1ISS were trying to prove that there existed a
homosexual relationship between he and -Cilii BERS, BALEG said that they could
never prove this because there was absolutely no truth in it. 'le said that as
far as he had ever known CHA.IB"RS was not a homosexual and had never been one.
He pointed out that he and Cilh: BERS had been very fond of each othor and had
been in cach others company very oftcn., He suspected that some of CHi. BiRrS
friends had thought that there was a homosexual relation between them. UG
said that if there was such a relationship. he never rcalized ity it was never
a physical relationship bub it might have been a psychological relationship.

BANG said that he has not been interviewed by anyone representing
ALGZR HISS and that no attempt has been made to interview him. ile said that he
hoped that he would not be involved in the C.[:!BERS-I{ISS controversy and he
dreaded the thought of having to testify in the case concerning his relationship
with Cil:i BERS because of the publicity and the embarrassment to nis wife and
cinildren, Jic pointed out that he could not see where he would be .of any value
o the JiISS investigation as a witness for them,particularly in trying to prove
that CHALBULS was a homosexual beecause he had never had any rcason to believe
this %o be a factyand he did not consider his relationship with ClABYRS to be
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one of that nature.

,@,&&&@AN&, stated that during his close friendship with CHAMBERS, in
the late 1920's, his family had objected to some extent to his relationship
with CHAMBERS because of BANG!'S youth. They considered CHAMBERS a little too
old for BANG to associate with, particularly because of CHAMBERS ideas-about
traveling around the country. They did not believe that BANG should make such
trips with CHAMBERS, -feeling that BANG was too young for that sort of thing.
He had never heard of any objection from his family to his friendship with
CHAMBERS on the ground of any suspicion of a homosexual relationship being
involved. -
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ATANK_BANG,

The records of New York University, Washington Square
College, New York City, were examined on March 30, 1949 by SA Roy J.
Barloga and reflected that FRAVK JOHH%%ENG entersed the school on September
13, 1928 and attended until June, 1929 taking a Liberal Arts course.
His grades were slightly above average, He was born September 21, 1908
at Lynbrook, Long Island, attended Lynbrook High School entexing
September, 1922 and graduated June, 1926. His Iocal address while
attending New York University was 240 West 113th Strest, New York City,
and he listed his guardian as HENRY R..BANG, 30 Center Street, Lynbrook,
Long Island.

On March 1, 1933 he reentered the school and took a
course as a Special Student 1n the Graduate Division of the School of
Education. - He attended for one term taking a course in Principles and
Problems of Secondary Education:; His local address was listed as 339
East 16th Street, New York City. Another loeal address listed for him
as of March 1, 1933 was 343 Bleecker Street, Vew York City. Nothing
derogatory concerning him was noted in the school records.

The records of the’College of the City of. New York,
140th Street and Amsterdam Avenue, New York City, were examined on
March 29, 1949 by SA Roy J. Barloga and indicated that FRANK JOHN BANG
entered the school on September 13, 1929 in the Liberal Arts College
and graduated February 1, 1933 with a B. S.-Degree. His grades were
average and nothing derogatory concerning him was noted.in the record.
His local address was listed in care of¥E"MPBELL, 7 West. 108th Street,
New York City, and his guardian was HENRY R. B@NG Lynbrook, Long Island.
After graduating, BANG took a special graduate course in Chemistry
attending for one term until June, 1934.
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JDA DATTES,

IDA DATILES, 3467 DeKalb Avenue, Bronx, New York, telephone
number Olinville 5-3754, was interviewed at the New York Office on
Harch 29, 1949 by Special Arents Roy J. Barloza and John J. #Ward.

She stated that she was employed as a medical secretary at the —
Cornell University Medical College, 1300 York Avenue, New York City,
and has worked there on three different occasions coyerinz a period

of approximately six years. She was married to SOLE(EZEHRLICH, in 1920
and was divorced from him in 1921, .The only name She has ever used
other than EHRLTCH is IDA DATLES. M, ~ O i’m

She stated that she had been a member of the Communist Party
from about 1925 until 1939 or 1940. She dropned out of the Party
Jradually over a period of about two years. .She had worked for the
Communist Party as a stenozrapher and for three years from 1932 until-
1935 she was Administrative Secretary to t erican leazue.Against
“lar and Fascism. -She broke from the Commumsﬁ"'f"értv because she felt

“that the Party was wronz in their policies toward war.'.The Non-Aggress:Lon
Pact between Ru351a and CGermany in 1939 convinced her she was correct in
cetting out of the Party.

DATLES stated that she first met WHITTAKZR CHAI'BERS in 1929 at
which time she was employed by a Communist orzanization called The
}”rorkers International Relief located in New York City, she beinz employed

s a stenoprapher.  CHAWBERS at that time was working as a reporter for
the "Daily “forker". He was introduced to DATLES by a mutual friend,
ELIZABETH IERIFTR. LERFER had been a good friend of DAILES and for a
period of time prior to meéetinz CHALBERS, DAILES had occupied an apartment
with LERNER on Fast 19th Street, New York City.

Almost immediately after meetinz CHAI'BERS, DAILES beran to live
with him in what she considered a common-law hus band and wife relatlonshlp.
She stated that she had intended to merry him and she believed that was
his intention also, but they did not get along very well and eventually
separated. Their relationship lasted for about one and one-half years.

At first ther occupied an apartment in East Rockaway, New York,
and then moved to the home of CHABERS' mother at Lynbrook, Long Island,
after CHAMBERS' father died. While livinz there she became pregnant
and she and CHAMRERS moved out, takiny an apartment on East 125th Street,
New York City. She submitted to an abortion at that time.

Kisseloff-7201




RJB:ABK

S . -2 - ’

| NY 65-14920

At about that time her relationship with CHAMBERS began to . _
go bad, primarily because he had met ESTHER SHREHMITZ with whom he hadér££§“)
apparently fallen in love. CHAMBERS wanted to cet away from DATILES
and eventually they did part in late 1930 or ear]y 1931. After that,
CHAX*BERS began to live with ESTHER SHEMITZ, DAIIES stated that she
had wanted to continue her relationship with CHAMBERS and that it was
at his instication that they separated. DAILES related further that
she saw CHAMBERS on one or two occasions after they separated, and
these contacts occurred in about 1931, She said that she kncw CHAFBERS
was 2 member of the Communist Party and that she had never heard he
left the Communist Party.

In about 1929 he hed become "politically uncertain" about the
Communist Party and at that time he left his job with the "Dally'Workcr H
For a time he made a living by doing translations and contFibuting
articles to the publication "New Masses'", DAILES said that CHAMBERS
was a very fine poet and a zood writer, Sometime after he left her, he
became an editor for "New Masses!" in about 1932, After that, she lost
track of him and had no idea what he was doing or where he was located.
She did not ask questions about him or attempt to determine what his
activities were because she felt hurt about his leaving her and did not
want to think about it particularly. She began workln~ as a stenographer
for a Bronx, New York cherity organization.

She then zot a job with the Tuberculosis Health association,
New York City, and after a short time became a stenographer for the
Cornbll University Medical College, DATLES related that in 1936 she got
a job as, a stenographer with thed®I0 in h?snlnggpn, D.C. She worked
for thefAgricultural "orkers Union under DONA ) ENDERSON. She was still

in the Communist Party and attended a few meetinzs in Weshington, D.C.

In 1937 she returned to New York City and at that time was be-
ginning to consider seriously gettinz out of the Pérty. DAIIES stated
that on one occasion in 1936 while she was in Washington, D:C., she
accidentally saw CHAMBERS. One eveninz while on her way home from work,
she stopped for dinner in a tea room and sat alone at a table. She did
not recall the name or the location of this tea room. While sitting there,
she hanpened to look up and was surprised to see CHAMBERS walking past her
table, He looked at her and "through her", ignoring her, saying nothing,
and going off to another table to sit down alone. DAILES was embarrassed,
finished her meal quickly and left the tea room. She saw no onc join

' CHAMBERS at his table while she was there.
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She had no idea what he was doing in Vashington and had not
knovn he was there.

el DAILES said that at that time she was living in an apartment
alone, which apartment was located on Northwest N Street and that she
worked in the Rush Building. The tea room which she had stopped at ——
was located somewhere between her place of employment and the place
where she Iived.

. DATIES said that she had never heard that CHAIBERS was in
theUnderground Espionage Orzanization of the Communist Party until
shg read the recent publicity in the CHABERS-HISS case. She had never
hehrd of ALGER HISS pricr to reading this publicity. In about 1941
she happened to notice in a copy of {Ziggiwga;azine that *CHAMBERS was
a senior editor of the magazine. She wrote a lettér to him at that
time asking him whether he had a certain photograph of her mother which
she had not been able to find and if he had this photograph to return it
to her. He never answered the letter..

Recently, when the CHAMBIRS-HISS story appeared in the news-
papers, with statements from CHAMBERS cohcerning his fear of harm from
the Communists because of his break from the Party, she thought that the
reason that CHAFBERS did not answer her letter was that he mey have
believed that she was working for the Communist Party, trying to get in
touch with him for the purpose of possibly deinz him scme harm, She
could see nc other reascn why he should not have answered her letter.

"hen she learned that he was working for "Time" Magazine, she
wondered whether he had broken from the Communist Party or whether he
was still with the Party and working underground on "Time" Magazine.
She never made any further attempt to contact him.

DATIES related further that during the period she kmew CHLMBERS
she had alwavs considered him a truthful person but a rather strange
personality. She thought of him as a romantic merson, highly emotional,
and unrealistic. He always had an air of mystery about him and enjoyed
glamorizing everything,. After reading about the CHAMBERS-HISS case,
she thought that CHABERS was "slamorizing" the facts a little, as for
example, in hiding the documents in the pumpkin. She felt that that was
just the sort of thing that she would expect CHIMBERS to do,
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~\2..“:.3{',,)_D,L‘;,];;L.‘F,Q_S stated that during the period she lived with CHAMBERS
she had thought that he had some tendency toward homosexuality. One
of the reasons for this was that he told her about peculiar relationships
he had with men and women. He told her about a friend, FRANK BANG, a
young boy whose nickname was "BUB". He told her that he had met FRANK
BANG through his friendship with BANG'S older brother, HENRY BANG, whom
he had met at Columbia University. He said that he was drawn to FRANK
BANG after’ BANG'S mother died and FRANK BANG was sorely upset over her
death, - CHAMBERS told her about having lived with a woman named
GERTRUDE, HUTCHINSON, prior to meeting DAILES.

While living with HUTCHINSON, he was friendly with FRANK BANG
and feeling that BANG needed sexual experience, he brought BANG to
GERTRUDE HUTCHINSON and arranged for HUTCHINSON to give him this sexual
experience. BANG, after meeting HUTCHINSON, continued to have sexual
relations with HUTCHINSON as did CHAMBERS and eventually it became a
rather intolerable and tense situation according to the way CHAIMBERS
described it, Findlly, CHAMBERS had insisted upon breaking up the
triangular affair and at that time FRAI'K BANG had made an attempt to
commit suicide by slashing his wrists.. DATLES stated that she was
astounded at that time to hear CHAMBERS tell her about this strange re-
lationship between himself, BANG, and GERTRUDE HUTCHTNSON. DATILES said
that she met FRANK BANG on several occasions while she lived with
CHAYBERS at Lynbrook, Long Island. It appeatred to her that BANG resented
her and did not like her.. She never saw BANG after CHA“BERS left her
and knew nothing whatsoever about his activities, She had never heard
that RANG vas a member of the Communist Party.

DATLES stated further that she had been of the opinion that when

CHA'BERS was talking about FRANK BANG, he implied that -there was a homo-
sexual relationship between CHAMIBERS and BANG. She recalled that he had
said something about FRANK BANG to the effect that when he first met

BANG he found him in a "state of sexual excitement" and CHAMBERS "helped
bring: him gratification." She also thought that what CHAMBERS meant by
this was that there had been some kind of physical.homosexual relation-
ship between he and BANG. DATLES thought also that there was an im-
plication of homosexuality in CHAMBERS' emotional friendships with men.
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She stated that an example of this was CHAITBERS' friendship
with FICHAEL INER;TOR, another, was his friendshin with a very young
Trish boy Wwhose neme - as{ARTIN and whose last name she could not re-
call, This boy was lone in the United States, his family being in
Treland. CH/MBERS brought him into the house at Lynbrook on 2 few
occasions and 21l she could recall about him was that he played the
zither.

,“ékilﬁihD&;Lﬂﬁ stated that she did not believe there was any
physical aspect to his relationship with men if they were hdmosexual
relationships although she thought it quite possible that in
connection with his relationship with ERANK.BANG, there mizht have been
a physical side to that relationship. T

AILES stated that she did not disguss her relationship with
CHWBYRS with anyone except her sister SELE?%EKIIES, She had always
felt hurt about CHAMBERS leaving her inasmuch as she had expected to
marry him, and she had never hrd any desire to discuss him with anyone.

She indicated that she hed not been contacted by jbhe HISS
lawyers or investigators. DAILES releted that Dr. ISIDE? FRBER had
been the common-law husband of ELTZABETH LERNTR. They hed 1lived to-
gether for & lonz weriod of time and had adopted a child, IRRNER was
a member of the Communist Party but it wes doubtful that GERBER was a
member , :

In about 1945, GERBER became interested in another woman
and separatcd from LERVER who then committed suicide by Jjumping under
a subway train in New York City. DAIES had not seen LERNMER for a long
time prior.to her suicide.

DATLES stated that she, DATIES; joined the Communist Party

Chicago she was a Branch Organizer for a branch of the Communist Party
located on the northwest side of the city. She could not recall the
name of this branch. She was in Chicago for about three years.
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tﬁeiif“"*‘After coming to New York City she worked as a teacher in
g \forkers School of the Communist Party, teaching the fundamentals

of Communism. During her stay in Chicago, she worked for a Communist
organization called thé?ﬁg;kers International Iabor Defense and she
also spent about one vear in Chattanooga, Tennessee, working as a
stenographer for the Communist Party in connection with the
Scottsboro Case. DAILES related that she met ESTHER SHEMITZ at —
Communist orzanization meetings in New York City before SHEMITZ began
to live with CHAMBERS. She never knew her very well and did not know
whether she had ever been a member of the Communist Party.

Kisseloff-7206




F o RJB:ABK

NY 65-14920

/
DR. ISTDORE FA GERBER .

DR; ISTDORE E. GERBER, 950 Park Avenue, New York City, was
interviewed by Special Azent Roy J: Barloga on March 21, 1949. He
stated that he came to New York City in about 1929 at which time he
met ELIZABETH IERNER who was a Communist. He bezan to live with her
although they never married and they sebarated early in 1945. On
July 17, 1945 she committed suicide by jumping under a subway train
in the Dvckman Street station of the 7th Avenue I.R.T. line. Prior -
to his meetinz her in 1929, she had lived in an apartment with
another Communist Party member named JIDA DATIES,

In about 1929 DAILES bezan to live with WHITTAKER CHAMBERS
who was also a Communist Party member, GCERBER said that CHAMBERS and
DAIIES lived at CHAWBERS' mother's home in Lynbrook, Long Island, and
_that he met CHAMBERS on about two occasions throu:h ELIZABETH LERNER
who maintained her friendship at that time with IDA BATLES.

GERBER said that he knew very little about CHAI'BERS and
- could only recall that CHAMBERS had once attended Columbia University.
He recalled him as a muscular young man and was survrised whem recently
he, saw photozraphs of CHAMBERS in the newspapers, showinz him to have
zained very much weizht, makinz him look very different from the young
man that GERBER had met in 1929. GERBER stated further that after
1929 he never saw CHAMBTRS arzain and saw 'DATIES on only one occasiomn,

Tn 1939 he received a telephone call from some unidentificd
woman who told him that TDA BATILES was ill in an apartment on Iast
107th Street, Néw York City, and that she wanted him to come to sce
her and to treat her. GERBER did go to see her and found that she
was suffering from an abdominal hemorrhage which was due to a tubular
pregnancy. He had her removed to the Hospital for Joint Diseases,
1919, fedison hLvenue, New York City, where he arranzed to have Dr.

~IEOFAGINZBURG..operate on her’

GINZBURG had an office at the time at 1235 Park Avenue,
New York City., DAILES recovered and never paid GERBER for his work.
He never heard from her azain and had no idea as to where she was
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The records of the Hospital foiyggint Diseases, 1919 Hadison
Avenue, New York City, reflected that IDﬁﬂBLILES was admitted to the
hospital on April 25, 1939 and was released on May 10, 1939: She was
38 vears old, having been born May 29, 1901 in the United States. Her
father's name was SAMUEL, and her mother's name was ELLEN, both of
them being born in Russia. It was indicated that DAILES was married

but seperated from her husband; that she hed been in New York City for
one vear and that her occupation was.that of secretary, She lived at

54 Tast 107th Street, New York City. 2 -
? -‘;(D/D,M
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Rebulet dated February 18, 1949 in which the Bureau -
requested that MRS. TTILLIAI 'S;;?FL"IRSHALL, 53 Franklin Street, Ansonia,
Connecticut, be interviewed, concerning a communication to the Bureau
wherein MRS. MARSHALL (GENEVIEVE\ JOL3KOS *HRSHALL) inquired if the
Bureau had information on the Ledfi-age aSsociation of FRAHK (BUBS)

\ BANGS with (CHARIES) "A’HITTAKERLCI VBERS,. She had also inguired if the

Bureau knew of BUBS' Aunt ’;-ginni?{é’afr;gvg in Beverly, Massachusetts..

On February 25, 1949, Special Agent J..J..VWard of the
New York Office and Special Agent James Haverty of New Haven, inter-
viewed Mrs. Marshall at her home,

MRS. MARSHAIL stated that she had read that on one occasion
AIGER HISS claimed that WHITTAIER CHAMBERS had made improper advances
toward him, With this in mind she said she was interested in informa-—
tion which had been given her by MRS, HOVARD BOOTE RD of Sunnyside
Court, lilford, Connecticut. IRS. EEARD, she said, is an aunt of
FRANK BANG. lirs. Beard told the informant that when Frank was in his
late teens he was invited by his funt Minnie Bang of Beverly,. assa-—
chusetts, to spend a vacation at her summer lodge in Canada..Franik
told his Aunt .innie that he would not go unless his friend "Charlie"
was also invited, whereupon Aunt iiinnie invited both boys, . Mrs.
Marshall said she has been told by Mrs. .Beard that "Charlie" is
THITTAKER CHAMBERS.

Mrs. iarshall went on to state that Aunt Minnie and her
husband, who is now deceased, had suspicions that there was an im-
proper relationship between FRANK and CHARLIE... However, MRS.. MARSHALL
stated, AUNT MINNIE and her husband watched the two boys while they
visited at the lodge in Canada and were unable to "catch them doing
anything," She informed agents that AUNT MINNIE concluded that "there
was nothing there."

MRS.: MARSHALL continued, stating that FRANK BANG, whom
she referred to as "BUBS", was the only one in fhe Bang family who
seemed to have anything to do with AUNT I"EIM\II"%!NG, . It appeared
that she took pity on Bubs. She said that was’ the reason 3ubs had
been invited to go with them to Canada,. Over the years TPRAVK has
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continued to correspond with Aunt, Mi. gnlem:;r Mrs. Marshall said that

a Communist and Aunt ¥innie is not in sympathy with|Communism, She
stated that Frank!s tendency towards Communism hag-teen attributed
by the family +to his association with "CI-}A’%LIE"VC,:{A'\ZB“RS. She stated
that she understood that Aunt iinnie Bang recei ved a letter from —

Frank 3ang when the Chambers-Hiss case fl‘I‘Su got publicity in which
Frank is alleged bo have stated "The master has failed, but the
pupils will carry on to the death," Mrs., Marshall stated that it was
her conclusion tnat in this Frank referred to Chambers as "the master"
and to himself and other Communists as "the pupils",

 Idnidapm C

iRS. MARSHALL stated that she could not place the date
of CHAI’;BERS"gﬁa FRANK BANG'S visit to the summer lodge in Canesda any
more specifically than to say that it was some time during Frank's
late teens. She said she has heard that Frank merried a Jewish girl
whose name she does not know and that they have two children, It is
her impression that FRANK BANG now lives somewhere in New Jersey.
She stated that it is also her impression that Frank met this girl,
whom he married, in his Communist Party work.

Mrs. liarshall stated that the BANG family is very reluc-
tant to discuss Frank because of his Communist activity and so far
as she knows, the only member of the family who sees or hee rs £ fro'n him
is AUNT MINNIE BANG. The informant said that Mrs, BedSHs%nd¥ seen
or commnicated#ith FRANK BiNG for many years, Mrs. Beard!s daughter,
MRS« ROBERT M/ALYON lives at L9 Elliott St., Beverly, Massachusetis.
Mrs..Lyon sees Aunt Minnie Beng frequently and it is through this
source that the information concerning FRANK and CHAMBERS has come to
the attention of RS, BEAF s .. Marsnall stated that irs. Beard
has absolutely no i‘:trs,t—hand information concerning this matber. She
went on to state that Aunt ifinnie is described by lrs. Beard as a "re-
cluse" and that she would possibly be uncooperative if she were to be
approached directly on this subject. As mentioned above, however,
there is no indication that Aunt Minnie is sympathetic to FRANK BANG'S
Communist views,

NOTE: CHAMBERS has furnished ¢onsiderable information concerning his
association with FRANK BiNG. CHALBERS stated that FRANK BLNG
used the nickname BUE.'s He has also stated that he was knowm
to FRANK and Frank's brother HENRY, as "CHARLIE".
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MICHAEL INTRATOR

MICHAEL _INTRATQOR, 37 Bank Street, New York City, was interviewed
by SAs ROY J. BARLOGA and JOHN F. SULLIVAN on March 16, 1949, at his home.
Mr, INTRATOR stated that he was a fur worker by trade but had not been
working for the past few months due to an acute heart condition that he
was afflicted with. He is the owner of the house in which he resides with
his wife, SYLVIA.INTRATOR, whom he merried in 1941, His former wife was
GRACE LUMPKIN; '

INTRATOR stated that he has been acquainted with WHITTAKER CHAMBERS
since about 1927, both of them having been members of the Communis}t Party
when they first met. In about 1927 INTRATOR was given a position on the
Editorial Staff of the "DAILY *TORKER" in New York City, being assigned to
work on labor mews. At that-timeCHAMBERS was a member of the staff writing
articles of general interest., They became close friends, both being young
and about the same age, and spent summers camping together on Long Island.
They saw very much of each other until about 1932,

INTRATOR related further that in 1929 he, INTRATOR, resigned
from the Communist Party due,to.a political fight going en in the Party
and which concerned the JAY, LOV“QTOVE group in the Party, INTRATOR joined
the Lovestone group who wefe pushed out of the Party and after leaving the
Communist Party he was very acbtive in fighting the Communist group in the
furrier's union, Because of this he was expelled as a union member although
he was allowed to continue work as a furrier, and some years later he was
allowed back into the union.

In about 1930 he and CHAMBERS became acquainted with two girls
who were doing work for the Communist Party end associated with Communists
although they were not actual members of the Partyl! These girls were
ESTHER SHEMITZ and GRACE LUMPXIN. .The girls lived at 639 East llth Street,
New York City+:™ In about 1931 INTRATOR married GRACE LUMPKIN and CHAMBERS
married ESTHER SUEMITZ, to whom he is still married, "INTRATOR and his wife
continued to live at 639 East 1lth Street and for some time CHAMBERS and
his wife lived in a small place at the same address;

INTRATOR left the "DAILY WORXER" in 1929 and at the time he
left CHAMBERS was still on the Editorial Staff but did not last very much
longer himself., “hen CHAMBERS left the "DAILY TORKRR" he made a living
for some time doing tramslation -work and then went to "NET MASSESY as an
Editor in about 1932 or 1933, INTRATOR related further that it was not
long after CHAMBERS wént with "NE¥ MASSES" that he came to see INTRATOR
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and told him that he had been asked to go into the Communist underground
group who were engaged in collecting intelligence information in the
United States, CHAMBERS indicated he was going to accept the assignment

.p]gwjﬁﬁhgwand he did so. After that INTRATOR.did not see him very regularly,

CHAMBERS moved to different places and for some time lived with his

mother at Lynnbrook, Long Island. “Then they met CHAMBRERS never went into
detail concerning his work in the Communist underground apparatus and
never mentioned the names of any individuals he worked with in that group.
INTRATOR pointed out that he never asked CHAMBERS to give him such in-
formation because it was not the kind of information that he could expect
CHAMBERS to give him and, further, he was not really interested in the
underground activities because he was a labor union man and other activities
of the Communists were not of primary interest to him. He knew, due to his
Communist Party affiliations, that there were underground groups working
for the Communists who gathered espionage information particularly in
Washington, D.C,, through individuals working in the Government, The names

of any of these individuals working in the Govermment were mnever known to
hinm,

In about 1935 CHAMBERS moved to Baltimore and lived at different
places there and in Washington, These addresses were not knowm to
INTRATOR except for a farm that CHAMBERS lived on in Maryland before he
moved to the farm in Maryland on which he presently resides. On infrequent
occasions when CHAMBERS was in New York City he would visit INTRATOR and
they would have dinner together. On these occasions they usually discussed
politics and did not discuss CHAMBERS activities in his underground work.
On one occasion, however, CHAMBERS did say that in the underground he was
handling the photographing of Government documents which were obtained
from individuals working for the Govermment in Washington, INTRATOR could
not recall that CHAMBERS ever went into any detail concerning this.

INTRATOR claimed that CHAMBERS never mentioned the name of ALGER
HISS at any time during that period and he never knew that HISS had any-
thing to do with CHAMBERS until the recent publicity came out in the papers.
CHAMBERS did mention on one occasion that he was collecting dues from secret
members of the Communist Party who were working in Govermnment jobs in
TWashington, INTRATOR believed that he did this work only in the beginning
when CHAMBERS first went to Washington to work in the underground apparatus.

INTRATOR related that in about 1937 when CHAMBERS visited him
in New York City, CHAMBERS in his conversations began to sound skeptical
about the Communist Party and its aims and purposes. He began to speak of
the dangerous work he was doing in the underground. He once mentioned that

he had received a Russian decoration called the Order of Lenin. On two
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occasions he had been requested to make a trip to Moscow, his passports
having been prepared for him, but he managed to gat out of these trips. éQ?W‘#&E:E:
fo began to talk about broaking from the Communists and he was frightened
as to what might happen to him after he made the break. LINTRAICR. knew
that CHAMBERS had gone to a lawyer brother of his wife whosc name was
BOB\SHEMITZ and asked him for advice. INTRATOR also knew that CHAMBERS,
aftor breaking oway from the Communists in about 1939, had gons to

ISAAC DO%ﬁﬂEVINE for advice. After CHAMBERS broke away from the Communist
underground in 1938 he went into hiding and INTRATOR did not sec him for

a long time. Later he learned that CHAMBERS had gone to Daytone Besch,
Florida, to live and also lived during that period in Baltimore,

In about late 1938 CHAMBERS came to visit him in New York City
and they began to see each other more often inasmuch as CHAMBERS was no
longer in hiding, Still CHAMBERS mever went into any detail ahout his
underground activities for the Communists and never mentioned the names
of any individuals he had worked with. INTRATOR claimed that he did not
kmow anything about the CHAMBERS-HISS controversy outside of what he read
in the newspapers., Of course CHAMBERS had discussed the case with him
but he had not added any information outside of what was generally known
through the newspaper accounts.

INTRATOR stated emphatically that he believed CHAMBERS was telling
the truth about WISS and about the operation of the underground apparatus
in Washington, He had always considered CHAMBERS a reliable and truthful
individual and believed him to be honest, straightforward, and a very
capable man. I+t was his opinion that HISS was lying.

On one occasion recently CHAMBERS told INTRATOR that the lawyers
for HISS were going to try to smear CHAMBERS by trying to prove that there
was a homosexual relationship betwsen INTRATOR and CHAMBERS. INTRATOR
stated that this was ridiculous and that there had never been such a
relationship betwesn he and CHAMBERS or between CHAMBERS and anyone else
as far as he had ever known., He pointed out that he had bsen acquainted
with CHAMBERS for a very long period of time and had a very good opportunity
to note any such tendencies on CHAMBERS' pert, He was positive that
CHAMBERS was not and never had been inclined toward homosexuality. INTRATOR
indicated that in his opinion CHAMBERS was of good morals and that he was
o normal man who had the usual sexual experiences with women prior to his
marriage,

CHAMBERS mentioned to INTRATOR on several occasions recently that

HISS end his lawyers were going all out to "smegr" him. INTRATOR related
that around the first of January, 1949, a Mni&ﬁEHMAHL telephoned him, stating
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that he was connected with the lawysrs for HISS and he wanted to arrange
an interview with INTRATOR_in which he desired to ask him some questions
concerning the CHAMBERS-HISS matbter. INTRATOR rofused an interview and
about a week after that a_M;Qﬁ@éggﬂﬂaLg“telephoned, he also being with
the lawyers for HISS, and agﬁin asked for an opportunity to ask INTRATOR
some questions. TNTRATOR related that he absolutely refused to be in-

terviewed in the matter. !éf%gﬁégi

INTRATOR related that he kmew CHAMBERS' family background fairly:

- well and was very well acquainted with CHAMBERS' mother, who lived in

Lynnbrook, Long Island. He also knew about the suicide of CHAMBERS!

brother, which occurred many years ago:; He indicated that he had never
had any reason whatsosver to believe that there was anything wrong with

CHAMBERS mentally, INTRATOR stated that the only travel of CHAMBERS out
of the United States that he hod ever heard of was & trip CHAMBERS made

to Germany for a few months during his dollege days at Columbia University.
As far as INTRATOR had ever heard this was a vacation trip which CHAMBERS
took with several classmates at college.
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GRuCE_ LUMEKLNw

GRaCE LUMPXIN, 61 Gramercy Fark North, New York City, was
interviewed on lMarch 16, 18 and 23, 1949, by Special :igents Roy J. Barloge
and John F, Sullivan. She stated that she is a member of thes Episcopal Church
and is working part time as secretary of the Clergy School for the Calvary
Episcopal Churca, 61 Gramercy Park Horth, New York City, of which Reverend
S:MUEL i.. SHOZw.IER is the Rector. She also works as a proofreader for the
Golden Bagle Press,. 34 North Bond Street, kt. Vernon, New York,

Miss LUMPKIN said that she was the former wife of MICHAEL
ANTR4TOR from whom she separated in March, 1941, he obtaining a "divoreein
Florida in 1942 and shortly thereafter rsmarrying., LUMPKIN came to New York
City in 1924 from Columbicz, South Carolina,

Concerning her family, she said tnat her brother, prior to
his death,. had been the Rector of a Episcopal Chufch in Columbia, South
Carolina.. The son of this brother, who is her ncphew, is now the Rector of
Calvary Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh. Miss LUMPKIN seid that her brother,
ALV i‘v%ﬁﬁPKIN, had been a PFederal Judge in Columbia, South Cerolina and
when former U.S. Senator BYRNES left Congress to take a place in the Supreme
Court, Mr. LUMPKIN became U.S. Senator in place of Mr, BYRNES,  ALVA STPKIN
was a U.S. Senator from July 17, 1941 until August 1, 1941 at which'time he
died, LUMPKIN stated that her brother, :LVA, had had a very fine carcer in
public service.

Concerning her occupation, LUKPKIN said that she has been a
writer for many years and has had three of her books published, The first
one was entitled "To lake My Bread", published by lcCauley Company in 1932
and subsequently turned into a play entitled "Let Freedom king". Her next
book was entitled ", Sign For Cain' which was published by Lee Furmen in
1935 and her last book was "The Wedding", published by Furmen in 1938. She
has worked closely with the Communist Party in, the past and has contributed
writings to the "Daily Worker", "New M'nsfses‘"?( North .merican Review", "The

o o N . . T . P
/g,/V'lrglnla Quarterly Review" and the O.ffenry collection of best short stories
e 2 O U W S Yy Y e g e ie SRS

“in 1940,
LUMPKIN said that in 1924 when she came to New York City from

South Carolina she intended to become a writer snd began to attend Columbia
University, doing part time work st the sume time,  She obtained a position
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with a libgral magazine called "Th '{"fo?rld Tomorrow", it being edited by

JCHN NEVIN/SAYRE and supported by & Quakor group. ESTEBR.SEEIITZ, who
(el _later became the wife of s 552 I:,::SEE,QD*‘“EB—'RS was also working for that

magazine ond the two of them became close frlends, occupying a house to-

gether at 639 Iast llth Street, New York City. They becoame interested in

Communism and began to do some work for the Communist “prty. o

’/‘ LT
They made the acquaintance of several yolig men who were
members of the Commumist Party and in.the late 1920's~}&§§_ LU;.:}.E}EI‘\I and Miss
SEER.ITZ met WHITT.XER CH.LBERS and-HICHALR w_mR}lIQR while on 2 camplng trip
on Long lslend, New York, CH:43ERS and INTR.TOR were working for the "Dally
fiorker! on the editorial stuff and were Communist Party members. T
.
AN
In 1931 LUMPKIN married mICHAEL INTR.IOR end SHEMITZ married

WHITT..KER CH.MBERS.. In cbout 1929 CH.MBERS ond INTR.TOR left the "Daily
Worker" because of 'bh"lr connection with the J.¥ LOVESTONE GROUP in the
Communist Party which group had been pushed out of power in the Party at
gbout that time. INTR.TOR was expelled from the Communist Party and CH.EBERS
was out of Communist Party affairs for some years after that. ifter their
marriage LUKMFKIN and INTR.TOR lived ot 639 East 1llth Street, New York City
and CHAMBERS used to come to visit them on many dccasions, .4t that time he
wes making a living by translating books from German into English.,

LUMPKIN stated further that in about 1932 Ci.MBERS again
got. on good terms with the Communist Party and beceme an editor for "New
Masses!.which jposition nhe held for a short time. . During that period one
evening CILIB3IRS telephoned LUMPKIN and INTR.TOR telling them that he had
been asked to go into the Communist Party uaderground espionage apparatus
and that he had accepted. Later that evening he came to LUMPKIN'S home and
said that he had, through pre-arrangement, . met & man who was with tussien
intelligence, on the corner of Park Row and Broadway, New York City and that
this man had asked him if he would be willing to go into the Communist under-
ground espionage corganization to do intelligence work for them. CH.i.BERS
indicated that he had accepted the assignment.

LUMPKIN said that for several years after that CHLABERS
worked in the underground apparatus, carrying on espionage activity for the
Communists but he never discussed in full detail what he was doing or the
people he was working with. On one occasion in cbout 1935 he brought to
LUMPXIN'S home a large camera which he had in & case. he said he wanted to
show. LUMPKIN and IWTR.TOR this camera which he used to take very tiny pictures
of documents which pictures were sent to Russia.
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C.:£ BERS demonstrated the use of the camera and LUNMPKIMN.recalled
that the film used in it was in‘a roll and was very narrow, being about one
quarter inch in width, ChHAMI3ERS said that in the beginning of his espionage
work he had done his own photography but later he nad someone else doing it
for him and LUMPKIN recalled that in connection with this he had mentioned the

amegﬁrWLTX" LUMPKIN said that at that time CHAMNBERS showed, her how small
photggraphs to be sent to Russia were hidden in the top of a fountain pen and
were also hidden in dolls, She recalled particularly his saying that photo-
graphs were once hidden in a toy duck.

Concerning the material that he was thotographing, CHAMBERS
had said that he was getting documents from persons working for the United
States Government in Washington who were sympathizers with the Communist Party.
He went into no detail on how he obtained the papers but he said that documents
were being obtained from the State Department, the Army and the Navy. From
CHAlBERS ' statements LUMPXIN understood that CHaMBERS was working with a large
number of people and that his work was in tiashington, Baltimore and New York.

CizAi'BERS had once mentioned that when he first began to work
in the underground group he was assigned to meeting sailors coming to the
United States on German ships who brought money to this country from fussia.
These szilors were German Communists. He seid that he met the sailors in
lew York, obtained the money from them and passed it on to other persons.
Later he moved to Washington and did more involved work in espionage.

LUMPKIN rﬂcailed that on several occasions CHAUBERS and his
wife spoke of a man nsmed .CARL“ whe appeared to be ChALBERS' superior in
the espionage group. ChalBERS on different occasions had indicated that a
couple living in Washington, D.C. were connected with him in the espionage
organization. This husband and wife were well educated and appeared to be
very interested in books. Their nasmes were never mentioned by CHaMBERS but
LUMPEIN recalled thet on several occasions this couple had ziven to CHALBESS
and his wife baby clothes and a baby play-pen for CBALBERS use for his new-
born baby, JOHN, Whlcn articles had been used by this couple for their own
children.

LULiPKIN further recalled CHAL:BERS mentioning a Russian couple
in W&shington who were connected with the espionage orgenization., She recalled

/«f’b JLALBERS had mentioned the name of the womun asAHEDA and her husband as
PAaUL.

It appeared that PAUL was CEALBERS' superior in the intelligence group.
CHAL:BORS had mentioned to her that his superiors in espionage had commended
him for doing a very fine job in setting up his espionage orgunization in
V¥ashington, D,C.
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He used to talk cbout being followed in Washingbon, indicating
that he suspected F.B.I. .gents might be trailing him., LUMPKIN recalled that
CLAMB3ERS had said he was instructed by his superiors in the underground group
that if he wes being followed, for instance, on a bus, he should always face
the person that was following him, ’ A4

ISR

LUMPKIN said that on the occasion when C:HALBERS exhibited the
camera at LULPKIN'S home in New York City, while he was showing it they were
interrupted by visitors who wanted to see LUMPKIN ond INTRATOR. LUMPXIN went
to the door and declayed these visitors for a short time until CHAMBERS was
able to put zway the camera, Shs could not recall the names but szid that
the visitors were a ¢ouple who had been fellow travelers with the Communist
Party. The husband had been a book sulesmen in Boston.

LULPKIN related further that in about 1935 CEALBERS went to

‘Baltimore, maryland to live., On one cccasion in about 1937 he visited her

home in New York City end told her and INTRATOR that he had been given 2
Russian decoration, called the Yrder of bLenin, for his good work in the under-
ground espionage group. In his conversation he indicated thut he was becoming
skoptical cbout the Communist Party and its aims and that he was considering
breaking away from the Party and his underground activity. He mentioned

that he had been asked to go to ¥cscow on tve occasions and that his passport
and other papers hazd been prepared for him but he had mansged to get out of
taking these trips. '

Lie said then that he was ufraid of what would heppen to him
and his family if he broke away -trom the Communists and he mentioned thet a

~ friend of his who had made a trip %o London had recsived a cable in London

which had bzen sent from Paris, This cable had been signed with CHALBERS!
neme and 1% requested the person receiving it to meet CEAMBERS in Paris at

a certain cafe.. CHAMBERS told ILUMPKIN that this cafe was o meeting place
for Trotskyites and that the man who received the czble was himself a
Trotskyite. CHAWBERS at that time said that undoubtedly the sending of the
of the cable was a frame-up and that when he left the United States and got
to Russia the Russians would undoubtedly confront him with the cable which he
purportedly sent to this Trotskyite and would use this os evidence against

him. LUMPXIN could not recall the name cf the Trotskyite who received the
cable. )

Kisseloff-7218




RJB :MCF

@ : ¢

NY 85-14920
' TN ]

Not long after that conversation with CHaI BERS he dropped out
of sight and did not contact LULPXIN for a considerable period of time. She
lsarned that he had broken with the Communist Party and discontinued his
- esplonage activities, thereafter, going into hiding. Ong, of ,the places he
lived ¢t while in hiding was Daytona Beach, Floridaf‘“%%“é'ﬁ?ﬂfﬁed in hiding
for several months and then visited LUMPIIIN andé INTRATQR in New York City
and told them thet he had broken with the Communists and intended to have
nothing more to do with the Party or any of its activities,

LUMPKIN said that she had no information as to who had succeeded
CHAMBERS in the Communist underground apparstus, but CHAMBERS had said that
after he ovroke with the Party the undergrournd group would change everything
around so that if he went to the authorities tec inform on them it would be
difficult to trace their activities because of the changes.

LUMPKIN related further that while Cki.BERS was in hiding
LULPKIN received & telephone call from a brother of CHAMBES' wife whose
nome was EQME)EL‘I;Z., SHE.ITZ asked her to come to his office and told
her that o person named GRACE HUTCHINS had come to see SEEMITZ and asked
him to get in touch with CHABERS., She asked him to give CHAMBIERS a message
reading somewhat as follows:

"If you give yourself up nothing will happen to your wife
and family but if you don't they will be harmed." . ’

SHEMITZ told LUMPKIN that he did not know where CHAKWBERS was
located and assuming that LUxPEIN would know he had gotten in touch with her
to have her pass on the message to CUALBERS. . Inasmuch as LUMPXIN did not
know the location of CHAMBERS at that time she took the message. end held
it until CH.BERS reappeared, at which time she related to him orally the
message from HUTCHINS. She could not recall thot CEAMBERS had made any
comment about it. '

Concerning GRACE HUTCHINS, LULPKIN relcated that she had known |
her since 1924 when HUTCH E-S was working in the same building as LULPKIN. She J
was then working for the,%”Fellowship of Reconciliation" which was supported -
by & Quaker group and haé o connection with the magazine "The yiorld Tomorrow",

for which LUMPKIN was working. 4 woman nemed ANNA QOCHESTER was an edigor

for "The World Tomorrow" and a very close'friedd of GRACE BUTCHINS. HUTCHINS

and ROCHESTER were members of the Communist Party and in LUMPKIN'S opinion

they are still members, ..
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Sometime in about 1928 HUTCHINS and AuNA RCCHESTEEIR.made a
W
trip around the world and upon their redturn they 301ned the Communist Party
and then zgot together scme money and organized th \Laoor nesearch association,
a Comrunist controlled organization which was locdted at 799 Broadway, New
York City.

mmmsaid that on one occasion some years ago GRaCEZ HUTCHINS
had given to her %1,500.00, telling her that she should use it as she saw fit
in publishing a novel which LUMPEIN had written and was favorable to the
Communist Party. This yl,500.,CC was practically a gift as there were no strings
attached to it with regard to repayment. LUMPKIN mentioned that very prob-
ably many neople believed that HITTAKER CH4MBERS was over-caubious in pro-
teeting himself after he broke away from the Communists particularly when they
read sbout his testimony to the effuct thet aftor breaking with the Party he
always slept with a shotgun at his side.

She wanted to point out that he had every reason to take such -
precautions in her opinion bscause she knew whot extreme measures the Communist
Party will toke at times to eliminabte the threat 49 Communists and a possible
expose of Party activities by such ex-members. LUMPKIN related further that
in about 1939 CHAMBERS told her that at the time he broke from the Party he
talked to another man in Washington, D.C. who was a U.S. Govermment official
and worked with CH4MBERS in the Communist organization there.

. he did not mention this man's nome. He beggsd this man to
follow his example and also to break away from the Communists, CHAMBERS
related then that this man, with tears streaming down his face, told him
that he could not break away, LUMPKIN stated that she never knew the name
of this mean-in Washington, but recently when the CHABERS-HISS publicity
appeared in the newspapers she realized that the man that ChaliBERS was tulking
about in 1939 was ALGER HISS.

LUMPKIN related that she never heard CHAMBERS mention the name
of LLGER HISS at any time. LUMFPEIN stated further thet' through 1944 and 1945
she lived with the CHA¥BERS family on their form in Maryland at which time she
worked for them cnd was paid a small salary, She left them dus to a "silly
quarrel" about money and returned to ¥ew York City., She has not sven CHalBERS
or his wife since then although they are still friends, wrlte to sach other
regularly and exchange Christmas gifts each year.
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tiss LUMPKIN stoted that she believed CILEIBERS was telling
the truth in this matter and that ALGER HISS was lying. She considered
CEAI.BESS a good, loyal mmerican at this time and she recalled conversations
she had with him whon she lived on kis farm in Maryland: A% that time
CHxt BERS told her that he wonted his children to go to a common country
school so that they, would become regular ordinary .mericons: She also re-

called that ESTHER‘};\%'P&&,;’:BERS wenbted to join the Parent Teacher's Association
in the vicinity of’ their maryland home because she and her husband wanted to

be regular americans and to raise their children is such.

LUMPKIN s2id that she had always considered WHITTAYER CHAMBERS
a truthful men end a2 man of integrity: She remarked that on one occasion,
probebly while she was living with the CEAMBERS family on their maryland farm,
that Cil:lBERS had expres$ed to her his concorn about his children eventually
learning about his Communist activities. 4t that time she told him that she
thought it would be best if he just told them about his Communist activitios
because she believed that eventually they would leurn about them and that it
would be best if they learned it through him rather than otherwise.

LUMPKIN stated that as far as she knew CHAMBERS was & man of
good morals, She pointed out, however; that Communist Party members were
taught that morals meant nothing' to Party flembers und should in no way deter
them from carrying out Party activities; that homosexuality had been leagalized
in kussia and that the only immad ity recognized by the Cormunist Party was
deviation from the Communist rarty line. She remembered that early in her
association with CH:uBERS he had mentioned sexual experiences which he had
with many women which shocked her a little at that time because she had not as
yet bescome hardened through associction with Commumnistss

Concerning CH.Q.BZRS' veracity, LUMPKIN scid she considered
CEAMBERS to have a good imagination and she kaow that he could tell a very
good story on occusions He oftun told his children wonderful stories which
he built-up out of his imsgination: also on occesion he told LUMPKIN end
cther persons things which LUMPKIN considered probebly exagerated and she
would point cut to him that she thought hc was cxaggersting. Invariably con
such occasions he would admit that he had been exaggérdtig = little so as to
meke the story meore interestings LULPKIN wanted to point out clearly, however;
that in any sericus matter she had never khown Lr; CHAMBERS to lie, exaggirfie
or use his imagination to try to fool anycne. ILULPKIN stated that in connec-
tion with the prescnt CH.GiBERS-HISS controversy she cousidered it, of course,
s sorious situation and she was positive that CH-BERS was tolling the truth
in this mavter, :
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.o n o . LUMPKIN related that around the first of Jemusry, 1949 she
was interviewcd for about two hours by & r, SCi.HL who was an investigator ;
for 4LGDR RISS attorneys. In arranging fome interview with the Rector §
of the C“lvury hPlSCOPul Church he had indicated that he was an ex-FBI man.
The hector apparently misunderstood and told Miss LUMPKIN thet SCILLHL wonted
%o tulk to her sbout the HISS case cnd thet hie was an FBI men., During the

sarly part of the interview by lr. SCH..HL, wiss LULMPXIN thought she was %’C
talking to an FBI Ajent. However, SCHEwuAL told her after a time that he was Z:?
an ex-FBI agent, that he had been in militury intelligence during the wor S
and had done some undercover work in Ccmmunist organizations as-an investi- St %’
gator., D
€L
SCHLJHL told her that a large smount of money had been collected \JS;*

from judges and lawyers who werc friends of ALGER HISS to be used in his
defense, SOH:.HL said that hundreds of people had been interviewed by SCHLLE
to get ot the truth of this matter. B3CHLML friankly stated to LUnPKIN that
he was trying to getb somethlng on WHITT.XKER CH..BERS to discredit him and he

asked for her assistance in this regard. &fe said that if his investigation
proved that Chu:BERS was telling the truth and HISS waslying he was going to
acknowledge it.

LUMPKIN related further that SCH.aHL said he had becen in con-
taet with IDA DLILES who had lived with CH.LBERS in about 1929 without having
been married to him. SCHMu4HL said that IDA D.ILES claimed that she had left
CL:BERS because CHLMBERS was a homoscoxual. SCHLLHL asked LUMPRIN whether
she knew anything about CHuMBERS being a homosexual, IUHPKIN advised that
she told SCHMLHL she had never had any reason whatsoever to bslieve taa
CH.:BERS was 2 homoscxual or ever had been., She did tell SCE.itHL, howevery
that Communists had no merals and thut hemosexuality had been legalized .in
Russia and, therefore, any type of immorxzlity would not be toc surprising
sbout & Communists: She told 3CH..EBL further that he was antirely wrong about
ID.4 L.ILES having left CH.wBERS because she definitely lmew the situstion con-
cerning ID. LnILES, having met her .Jhen Chu.BERS was 11v1ng with her and she
Imew tha‘t CH:BERS left ID.. D.ILES and thut there was no homoscxuality whatso-
ever involved.

She recalled clearly the circumstences of CHALBERS leaving
IDi D.JLES and that for o long pericd of time before he left her he had been
trying to think of some wuy te got away from her without hurting her feolings
tco much because at that time he was interested in somcone ¢lscy ID. DLILES
did not want him to leave but he eventually did meke the bresk from her in
about 1931l. LU.PKIN related that she told SCH..HL that ID.. D.ILES must be
lying., IUMPKIN related that she had no information as to the present location
of IL. D.ILES,
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She knew her to have been in the Communist Party and met her
in about 1929 while going on camping trips on Long Island, across from
Long Beach. IDA at that time was camping with CHAMBERS and not long af er

that CHAMBERS &nd DAILES took an apartment in New York City. . LUMPKEN, AN I

remembered that two friends of IDA DAILES were 2 _Dre..]SIDORE _GERBER _g.nd
ELIZABETE LERNER who were either Communist Party members or very close to
the Porty,

LUMPKIN said that she told Mr. SCHMAHL that she was certain that
ALGER HISS was lying and that WHITTAKER CHAMBERS was telling the truth.
She said that ALGER HISS was lying because he was a Communist and as a Com-
munist he had been trained to lie to protect himself and the Party. Mr.
SCHMAHL asked her about GRACE HUTCHINS, and the message which HUTCHINS had

- >

sent to CHAMBERS in about 1939 which was in part a threctening nature..

LUMPKIN said that she told SCHMAHL what she knew about HUTCHINS
and SCHMAHL said that he had recently contacted HUTCHINS who made deroga-
tory statements about CHAMBERS indicéating that for one thing CHAMBERS

“owed her $50.00 which she had loaned him to have his teeth repaired many

years ago. SCHMAHL also said that HUTCHINS denied that she was a member
of the Communist Party but LUMPKIN told SCHIMAHL that HUTCHINS was lying

' because LUMPKIN had seen her Communist Party membership card and knew that

she was a momber of the Party for many years,

; LUMPKIN said that she told SCHMAHL about the incident when
CHAMBERS had related to her that in broaklng from the Party he had attempted
to have an employee of the Govermient in Washington break with him at the
same time but that this individual had broken down and .wept, She also told
SCHMAHL that after the HISS case appeared in. the newspapers she realized
that the individual in Washington, whom CHAMBERS had tried to gét away from
the Party, was actually ALGER HISS and that she had then gotten down on her
knees and prayed that ALGER HISS'Would tell the truth.

At this point LUMPKIN advised agents that she was convinced that
ALGER HISS if he told the truth and clarified this situation would do
more good for his country and be a greater man than he had ever been. She
felt that he would be an object lesson to youngsters in schools and
colleges as well as adults who were being fooled into embracing Communism
without knowing exactly what they were doing, just as she had been herself
in the paste LUMPKIN said that she told SCHMAHL that when the person be-
came a Communist he was an idealist and subsequently in the Party he became
a psychopath so that he had no moral senses The Cormunist Party taught a
person to be a psychopathe -
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She told SCHL.HL that HISS did not realize what he was doing
because of his Communlstﬁ%"lnlnc but would just keep on lying. She ex-
slained to SCHvsHL that she felt that C:LuBERS confassing his activities in
the Communist underground crganization had nothing to do with any alleged
hemosexuclity but that after he get away from Communism he wanted to be
honest and straight and was trying to atone for the things he did as a Com-
munist. She told SCHLAHL thet she believed CHaMBERS had gone to other in-
dividuals then ALGER HISS to try to get them tc break away from Communism
ulthcugh he had never told her about others.

Hf Lo 0 2 JUMPKIN said that SCHRAHL did not quesmon her about MICHAEL
INTRATOR and did not s say that he 1ntended to interview sr, INTRu«TOR.  SCH.AHL
did mcke a sbatement, however, that a man,whose neme he did not mention and
whe was either & Greek or an mnenian hhd ccme to the HISS investigstors und
had told them that in the past CHE:LBERS hod made homosexual proposals to him.
SCH: HL did not relate anything further concerning that matter and at that
time LUMPKIN told him that it appeared to her that this wastheCommunist Party's
activity in planting false evidence against CH.GLBERS.

LULPKIN acdvised agents thot she could not understand con what
basis lir. SCHEAML was trying tc prove CILi:BERS was a homosexual because in
all the years that she had known him she had never received any hint that he
might be a homosexual, She recalled that men liked CHAMBERS and were at-
tracted to him which she attributed to his strong personality and good
intellect. She had meny times felt that CH.MBERS had more influence cver
MICHAEL INWTR.IOR than she had herself while she was married to INTRALTOR,

She had never heard any rumor or any incident about CHui.BERS which might
give her the slightest suspicion that he might be 2 homesexuul,

&t the termination of Lir; SCHLHL'S interview hetold LULPKIN
that he believed her and thaot he also believed that CHALBERS was telling the
truth and that LLGER HISS was lying 2nd was guilty of the charges brought
against him., He said that in his many interviews with other persons who
knew CHAMBERS he had generally come to the same conclusion.

LUMPKIN related further that abcut one week later she received
a telephone call from Mr, SCHULHL who told her that he wented to come to see
her again and that he wanted te bring with him L'Zr‘i.?%iﬂ L3:N; one cf the
attorney's for HISS, so that iry 1iC LELN cculd talk to her and be convinced
through her statements, as SCHu.HL was convinced, that CH.ABERS was telling
the truth. He indicated that he thought the interview would last abcut
fifteen minutes,
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lvses,
On the next day iliss LULPKIN wus interviewed by S CE4HL and
ur. G LELN for approximately an hour and a half, i.C LE.N covered most of
the Urcund previously gcne over by SCH..HL. When asked sbout her reaction
to r. 1iC SRR questioning, LUnPKIN said "Oh, he's a lawyer ond I've had
lu.'WYc,I‘S arcund me all my life in my family." She suid that 1IC L3N told her
that he was still convinced that HISS was telling the truth and that ot
o g a — : 5
CH.EBERS was lying 13, 0‘2 AC Reu
LUMPKIN said that one of the things ¥C LE.N questigfied her
about was a book that CuHnl’BERS had translated back in about 19304 the title
of which she could not recall, She remembered that this book had been
commented upon in a recent issue of th s York Herald T ribune", She
recalled that the book concerned itself with "decadent perscns" and 1HC LELN
asked her whether she did not think thet cne of the individuals characterized
in the book was not a characterization of CHALBERS in ccnnection with the
HISS case, The particular character that MC LEAN referred to in the bcok had
sour'ht ,revenge on ancther character and in order to get this revenge he had
f‘ramed thls individual after waiting a long time for an opportunl’cy to do so.

LUMPKIN said that she could not remember the title of the bock
but she felt that Mre. MC LEAN inferred he intended to make some use of the
book at the trial in order to discredit CH.iBERS. LUMPKXIN said that iir.

MC LEsN did nct have a2 copy of the becok with him but he asked her whether
she remembered Cr.i:BERS doing the translation of this book from German to

" English. She told him that she did remember CH MBERS translating the book

and that after he tronslated it he showed her the translation and that she
read brief excerpis from the becok, She did not think much of the book and
half-jokingly had told CH.MBERS at that time that' she was somewhat ashamed of
him for having done the translation on such 2 bock. CH.i:BERS at that time
had told her that he had tc do the translating bec“usa he needed the money
which he got for his work.

LUMPKIN further stated that MC LEWN indicated he was trying
to prove that CE.MBERS himself had typed the documents which CILBERS was
now saying had been typed up by »LGER HISS. #C LE.N asked her whether she
knew of CHaMBERS having a typewriter and whether she had any typewritten
letters in her possession which she had received from CH.iBERS in the past.
LUMPKIN told kC LE:XN that she had no letters of CE.MBERS, LUMPKIN further
stated that the general impression that w«r, HC LE.N gave her was that he was
not attempting to detemmine the truth in this case but was cnly interested in
getting material to "smear" CIL.;:BERS.
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1C LE.::.N mentioned to her that CHAMBERS had used some dis-
agreecble methods gf ; ime, Incorporated in order tc get himself promoted and
that he was not very well liked there by his fellow employees., LUMPKIN
said that she told MC LE.N that the Communists working for "Time! magazine
when CH,lERS was there hated (L.IBEAS because of his anti-Kussian attitude
and did everything in their power to make it difficult for him. If he,
therefose, fought them he was positively right in deing it.

L3

LUZPKIN related that she turned over tec kr. IC LE:N a copy of
| & book which had been given to her by CILABERS in 1940 or 1941 at which time
CHL&BERS was asking her tc get completely away from Communism and to have
nothing whatsosver, to do with it, This book was entitled "Darkness at Noon',
written by ngn’TH(ﬁ%ifE’SSLER who had been & Buropean journalist and had been in
the Communist Party. The book tells zbout 2 Russian who was put in prison
at which time he tcld about how he had getten into the Party through idealism
and then thrcugh loyalty to the Party was forced to tell certsin lies so thet
one of his friends was liquidated und eventbuzlly he himself is turned over to
the Party threugh e friend for something he had done agoinst the Party,

LUMPKIN said that she told Mr. HC LE.N that he was making a
big mistake in defending HISS and trying to prove him innocent because he
was in that way helping the cause of Communism in this country. She told
him that he should get HISS to tell the truth, uafter ¥C LE.LN left, hir..
SCHYV.HL remained for a short time with LUMPKIN and told her at that time that
R did not think they would ever be able to prove HISS innocent cf the charges
against him and tnat.he still believed HISS was lying although apparently
sare, MC LEaN cculd not be convinced of this.

LULUPKIN related that another pcint discussed by i€ LiaN was
the incident surrounding CH.BERS' break from the Party and his attempt to
get the unknown individual in Washington to break away with him, 1.0 LELN
carefully questicned her abcut this and pointed cut that she had told SCH..HL
that when CILI.BERS related this incident to her they hdd gotten down on their
knees and prayed for this individuals, She corrected 1iC IE.N and said that
the facts were misunderstood and that actually what had hoppened was that she
alone had gotten decwn on her knees to pray and the praying was for ..LGER HISS.

This occurred after she had learned through the newspapers that
this was the man in Washington who broke into tears when CH:i:BERS tried to
get him to break away from the Party. She ncted that wr, iIC LE.F at that
point indicated to bir., SCH:..HL that he was annoyed with SCHIHL'S misinter-
pretetion cf the information she gave him on that peint,
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;}gm?’;{¢IBMPKIN stated that the impression she recceived from 1.C _LEAN'S
interview was that the HISS attorneys were definitely indulging in character
assasination in their defense, the same as the Communist Party always indulged
in when they wanted tc hurt cr ridicule a member who had left the Party or in
defending themselves against the accusations of a departed member. .t this
point she said that people who do nct understand Communist tactics will not
believe the lengths to which they will go.

She said it was a common practice of the Communist Party to
indulge in character assasination and she herself has assisted in such com-
paigns.  Specifically, sheé mentioned that she had been active in the Communist
whispering campaign against the K.I-SHEKS when they were attempting to ruin their
reputations.. She said that when carrying on such 2 campaign the Cormunists
marshall all of their ferces cof the press, radio and mogazine writers. They
also engage in a strong word-cf-mouth campaign which covers amazing distances
and is very effective. She stated that in such campaigns they usually put a
slight or minimum amount of truth in the rumor sc as to make the rumor sound
plausible,

LULPKIN stated that with further reference tc the article
eppearing in the "New York ilerald Tribune" which concerned the HISS-CH.LBERS
case and the bcok transiated by CH.MBERS, it was suppcsed to have been
written by "an unbiased lawyer" and after her interview by 1C LE:N she was
cenvinced that either MC LE.LN wrote the article or he had a hand in i%
because it so closely followed his line of questioning in his interview with
her.

/s

LUMPKIN related that she believed HAXIFALIEBER should know
about CHAMBERS! espionage activities because CHAMBERS had lived with LIEBER
during that poriod and apparently LIEBER was active in the espionage activity
because CH.MBERS, on one cccasion, had said that LIEBER was "getting in deep"
and was frightened, LUMPKIN thought that LIEBER was a "front man" for espio-
age agents. She ccnsidered him a weak individual who, if questioned thoroughly
about- his activities, might be stubborn about making an admission but event=-
vally, if pressed for this information, she thcought he would break down and
adnit his part with CH.LBERS.

LUMPKIN was questioned about other individuals involved in this
cage but she was unable to recall that CH..BERS had ever menticned them and she
knew ncthing about espionage activities on their part, LUMPKIN stated that she
heped she would not have to be a witness in this case because the publicity would
hurt her family and her friends and weuld cause her much difficulty. She stated
that if she was needed as an 1mportant witness sghe would consider it her duty:
to *her country to testifye ™
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A review of the personal history and background of CHAMBERS reflects
that in the Spring of 1923, CHAMBERS made a trip to Europe in the company of
HENRY ZELINSKY and Dogtor MEYER SHAPIRO,

From a telephone call with SHAPIRO at Columbia University it was
ascertained that ZELINSXY at one time was connected with the public school
system in New York City, Accordingly a check of the records of the Board
of Education revealed that ZELINSKY was presently teaching English at Seward
Park High School, 350 Grant Street, New York City, It was °1lso noted that
by a court order in 1942, ZELINSKY had his name changed to ZOILAN.

ZOIAN was interviewed by SA IAWRENCE H, BRACKEN on March 14, 1949,
and advised that his residence is 306 West 15th Street, apartment 53, New
York City, He'gave the following, information concerning his association
with WHITTAKER CHAWMBERS$

He said that he first met him in the early 1920's when he was at—
tending CCNY and CHAMBERS was studying at Columbia College. After their
trip to Burope in early 1923, it was his understanding that CHAMBERS became
a Communist and began working on the "Daily Worker", His association with
CHAMBERS remained a close one through the following years, and around 1930 he
moved to the CHAMBERS residence in Lynbrook, Long Island, and stayed for ap-
proximately six months, Again, in 1932 or 1933, ZOLAN and his wife lived at
the Lynbrook residence for anotner period of approximately six months.

In 1934 CHAWBERS told him that he was working for the underground,

and, as a result, he saw very little of him until 1939, when he again saw
CHAB%BERS .and CHMﬂBERo told hin that he had broken with the Party because of -
its "ruthlessness and total lack of prlnc1ple." At this same time, CHAMBERS
told him that he was trying to induce other members of the underground to break
with the Party, but was meeting with very little success along this line.
ZOLAN said that prior to this, and he was not sure of the exact dates, but he
thought it to be around 1935, CHAMBERS had told him that he was working with
microfilm and photography photographing confidential documents in ¥ashington,
ZOLAN could not elaborate any further on this matter,

On March 15, 1949, these facts ware brought to the attention of
Mr, CHAMBERS, but he could not recall ever mentioning to ZOIAN any of the
partlculars of his work while he was in the underground, ;
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.ﬁ-@:&n" OIAN.was again contacted and advised that he could not recall the

exact time that CHAISBERS made this statement to him, but that a conversation,
as he had previously related, did occurs ZOILAN was further questioned con- .
cerping his knowledge of CHAWBERS activities, but could furnish no names

or any other material connected with CHAWBERS! work,

.
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CLIFTON FADIMAN,

;G;fMEBN FADIMAN, 45 Gramercy Park, New York City, was interviewed
at his ‘of fice, East 37th Street, New York City on liarch 22, 1949 by
SA's ROY J. BARLOGA and JOHN F, SULLIVAN, He advised that he has been

acquainted with WHITTAKER CHAMBERS and has had two major conmtacts with
CHAMBERS, both of them being of a literary nature.

He and CHAMBERS were fellow students at Columbia University in
the early 1920's, and FADIMAN graduated from that school in 1925. He
was not certain whether CHANBERS ever did graduate, pointing out that
while CHALBERS attended Columbia, he seemed to consider school as sort
of a side line, his main interests appearing to lie somewhere else.
FADINAN was Bditor or Rssistant Editor of the Columbia University
student publication, "The Morningside." CHAKBERS contributed articles and
poems for the publication, and FADIMAN got to know him in that way, He
considered CHANBERS at that time a brilliant poet and pointed out that
he thought it was too bad that CH'MBERS did not in later life concentrate
on his writing because he felt that if CHAKBERS had done so, he would be a
reno®red literary figure at this time. He felt that it was foolish that
CHAMBERS had gotten involved with the Communists: FADIMAN related further
that later CH/I.BERS became editor of"The lMorningside" and wrote a blas-

phemous article which appeared in the magazine and which caused his forced
resignation as editor.

FADIMAN stated that the other major contact he had with CHAMBERS
occurred a few years'later, He believed it to be in 1929. At that time,
FLDIHAN was Assistant Editor foTASimon and Schuster, Book Publishers in
New York, HENRY W8TNMON being his superior, At that time, they needed
someone to transldte two German books into English, FLDIWAN had kept up
a slight and friendly contact with CHALBERS and knowing him to be a very
good linguist, CHAMBERS was hired to translate the books., FADIMAN be~
lieved that he recommended CHAMBERS for the  jobs, although it was possible
that CHAMBERS contacted him at that time in search of employment, The
books which CHAMBERS,translated wer3%§ ambi,® by“FELI,i‘ﬁiTEM, and "Class
Reunion," by FR&NZé?gRFEL. FLDIMAN/could not recall which book was Brans—
lated first, but CHAMBERS did the translating, did good work, and took
between three and six months to finish the job. He recalled that
CHAKBERS received about $300.00 for each book he translated and he believed
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that he was paid at about one half to one cent a word, each of the books
running to about 60,000 words. FLDIMAN could not recall the plot of
"Class Reunion" but indicated that the book was not a good seller.

After that, he did not see CHAMBERS for a long perio@ of time
and it appeared that CHAMBERS had.very little contact with his ?orme?

" classmates at Columbia University; Sometime in the 1930's, CHAMBERS
left New York and went down to Baltimore to lives During the 19301s,
according to FADINAN, he heard vague rumors about CH/MBERS' having be-
come a Communist Party member and being ousted from the Communist Party
He did not know if this was true. He never heard anything about CHAMBERS
déing intelligence work for the Communists until he read about it in the
newspapers recently.

At college and afterwards, he had always considered CHAWBERS an
odd and mysterious individual who wad not a very practical type. He
next heard of CHAMBERS sometime after 1940 when he learned that CHALBERS .
was with "Time" magazine and he recalled that he was surprised that .
CHAMBERS should be working there considering CHAIBERS' political background.
He made no effort to contact CHAMBERS while he worked for "Time" magazine
because he did not like the people who worked for HE UCE, feeling
that they considered themselves "aristocrats® in the writing trade.

FADIMAN stated that the writers who worked for HENRY IUCE werée generally
disliked by other writers.

The last contact he had with CHAMBERS was an accidental meeting
with him about six years ago in the French restaurant in Rockefeller '
Plaza in New York City. ‘On that occasion, they ékéhanged a fewwords,
CHAMBERS saying that he was at "Time" magazine and that he had made sz
lot of changes within the past few years., Very little else was said on
that oc¢casion. FADIMAN indicated that he never saw CHAMBERS after that.
His friendship with CHAHBERS was broken off after they left Columbia
University. He had never had much desire to become friendly with CHAMBERS
again because of what he had heard of CH'MBERS' political ideas and
activities and then his employment with "Time" magazine.

e .

JHEﬂsdbgﬂﬁgf?ﬁ%zDIMAN Said he had married a sister of an pld friend of CH'MBERS
whose name was JMCKARUSH. This sister was PAULINE%RUSH. They had been
divorced about one week prior to this interview.-'FADIAN did not believe
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that JACK RUSH or PAULINE.RUSH knew as much about CHAMBERS .as he did and
he felt that he did not know very much about CHAIMBERS plgself. rge re-
called that while they were students at Columbia, he visited C%ﬁmBERS at
his home in Lynbrook, Lang Island, on one occasion. He re}atea tha? he
had never Heard anything about CHAMBERS which might—lead him to believe
that CHAMBERS was immoral or a liar.

FADIMAN stated that in 1932, CHALBERS was Editor of a o
publication, "New Masses," At that time, FADIHAN took pa;? in the ﬁiltlng
of a symposiim for "New liasses," the original title of which was, "ihy :
I Turned Left." FADIMAN related that at that time, he was "a New Dealer'
and his political ideas leaned toward the left. He stated that he was not
a Communist and never had been a Communist, and that he had never trusted
the bommunists. He felt that he could never agree with their ideas. The
title of this symposium was changed by the editors of "New Masses" to
something like "How I Turned to Communism." FADIMAN related that his part
in writing that article caused him trouble for many years and that he had
to explain to many people the matter of the change of title on the part of
the editors of "New Hasses." Written explanations concerning the matter
had appeared in the public prints, but he pointed out that publishers did
not seem to pay attention to his denials and explanations. He stated that
at the time the article appeared in "New Masses," he made no objection
.0r complaint to "New liasses" concerning the change of title and he did not
contact CHALBERS about the matter as best he could recall.

. Concerning CHfIBERS! becoming interested in Communism during
his college days, FADILAN stated that many students at Columbia during
that period after the first World Viar were wild with ideas about changing
the world .and thought that our system of government was not satisfactory.
Many of them turned toward Communism as a solution including CHAMBERS and
most of them, upon gaining maturity, swung back and away from Communism,
CHAMBERS, however, was one of those who did not swing away from Communism
as quickly as the others and, as a result, got himself all mixed up in a
lot of trouble. 1In FADINAN!S opinion, CHALBERS made "a mess of his life."

FADIMAN felt that CHAMBERS was an™unbalanced individual." He
Said that his reason for this opinion was CHAMBERS! going into the
Communist Party, getting involved in Communist espionage activity, and
then breaking away, subsequently getting into this trouble with ?LGER HISS.
He felt that if CHAMBERS had a well-balanced mind, he could not possibly

have gotten involved in all this difficulty and would much sooner have
Seen the trouble he was getting into.
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RE: SAMﬁEE¥RUTﬁ‘

During the interview of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS on March 1, 1949 by
SA's FRAMCIS X. PLANT and THOMAS G. SPEWCER, CHAMBERS made some remarks
concerning SAVUEL ROTH, who apparently is assisting in obtain’ng material
for HMISS! defense, according to CHAYBERS.

BOTE, according to CHAFBERS, was the former publisher and editor
of a magazine entitledyI'T"0 VORLDS," oi‘ w}‘lfch there were two issues; one
. calledl’f‘ﬁ"o TIORI.DS IIOL\IT'—JIY" and tne otner TORLDS QUARTERLY,Y

¥

This was an intellectual llterarJ magazine which, CEAI'BERS stated,
ROTII ran on a shoe string, Some time in the early 1930'3, CEAIBEDS con-—
tributed some poetry to the magazine vnder the name of THITTAKER CHAIBERS,
CHAVBERS cannot recall specifically, but is of the opinion that some of
these poems were published in one of NOTH!'S "0 ".'ORLDS" magazines.

CHAMBERS related that ROTH was rather well known, in a neculiar
sort of way, to numerous intellectuals, particularly in the early and late
1930's, and at one time was the recipient of a "round robin" signed by some
prominent literary lights. This "round robip! resulted from ROTH'S pirat-
ing of "WULYSEES" which was writﬁen by J%ES.?@Y@E

The sale of this book was prohibited in the United States and
A0TH; while it was under a ban, publlshed this story serially in his maga-
zine "I¥O WORLDS.® CHAMBERS also recalled that on one occasio e made a
translatl?n from the French of part of a French novel entltleeg‘\ APHRODLTE!
by PIE‘?.R.J!“IIOUY

In connection with instant investigation, CHAMBERS related that
after he testified on August 25, 1948, before the House Committee on Un-
American Activities, ROTH put out a story that CHAI‘B@S had, at one time,
submitted some poems to ROTE under the name of GEORGF"CPOSLEY

CHAMBERS pointed out that ROTH:did not specifically state that

these poems under the name of GEORGE CROSLEY had been published, CEAMBERS
later remarked that ROTH was "very busy" with the HISS crowd.

iz
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CHAVBERS stated that probably ROTH is somewhat "peeved! with
him because of CHAMBERS failure to answer a letter that ROTH wrote to
him in early 1948. According to CHAMBERS, in ROTH'S letter, the latter
requested CHAMBERS' assistance in obtaining a job for ROTH at "LIME! maga—
zine and that the letter also ing?g that POTH was sending CHAMBERS
one of his latest publications ! sDROLL, TALES OF THE CZECH."

CEAMBERS related that there had been no opening for ROTE ‘S talents
at WITME" magazine and after considering how to answer ROTT'S letter without
hurting his feelings, he simply crumnlcd up ROTH!S letter and threw it into
the wastebasket,

ROTH was therefore interviewed at his residence, 11 West &lst
Street, Apartment 23 by SA(A) JAI'ES T. NEAGIE., ROTH stated that he had
known GHAIBERS during the period 1925 to 1927 when they were friendly with
a group of young authors and poets, among vhom was LOUL OFSKY.

ROTH related that he had published a magazine cnt:x.t] ed "T.0 VORLDS!
and that he recalls having published several poems by WHETTAKER C*'MIBERQ
which werc published wnder this name, Further, ROTH stated that he recalled
that at one time CHAMBERS furnished him several poems dealing with "sex,"
which CHA'BERS wished to be published under a pseudonym. ROTH stated that
he could not possibly swear that the pseudonym which was to be used was
GEORGE CROSLEY, but upon reading that name in the newspaper accounts of
this case, it secemed to have some connection with CHAMBERS. ROTH stated
that these works were never published by him and he had no 1dea wherc the
original menuscripts ares (> i jL

: S LA

ROTH advised that he has previously been contacted by iir, OSE\T‘\»‘LD
an attorney for AILGER HISS, and.by two other persons whose names he cannot
recall, but who made inquiries concerning the instant investigation., He
described one of these persons as being a former reporter for the now defunct
UNET YORK STARM", who was affiliated with ROSENTALD, The other man he was
unable to recall or describe, He stated that this man had left a business
card with him setting out his name and address, but upon searching, he later
advised that neither he nor his wife could locate this card.

ROTH statcd that he had given ROSEMJAID an affidavit concerning

the aforcmentioned poems which dealt with "sex", and which were purportedly
given to him to be published under the name GEOLGE CROSLEY.

\
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it X8 “ﬁpomd stated that he did not bclieve thut the atborneys for HISS
intended to use him as a witness in this case. Ile also statced that he
porsonally believed that gDSENLALELdld not attach much importance to the

information containe he affidavit.
Fegi‘»ﬁ‘ﬁ?i

Following is a criminal record pertaining to ROTH which was fur-
nished by the New York City Police Dcpartmcnt-

SALUEL R TH, Was. vxé%?6§cn, Normaa fockridge, Er amiond , iilllamnFargo,
Coventry House, ulsdomignd Broadway Bargaln Counter. He was ar”cstcd 1/4/28
for mailing obscene literature, sentenced 2/27/28 to #500 fine and 6 months,

| sentenced suspended, given 2 years probation,

On 6/15/28 ROTH was arrested for posscssing obscene pictures and on 10/26/28
was sentencced to 3 months in the work house by Spccial Sessions Court.,

On 10/4/29 he was arrested for possc331on and sale of obscene literature,
case dismissed on 11/27/29.

On 1/28/30 he was arrested for violation of vrobation and sentenced to 6
! months in the Federal Housc of Detention, New York City.

s

0 7/7/30 he was arrested on a fugitive warrant for the sale and possession
of obscene book and was sentenced to 60 days.

On 2/24/31 he was arrested for the possession and dissemination of obscene
litcrature, which charge was dismissed on 5/6)/31.

On 3/19/34 hc was arrcsted for the salc of obscene books for which he vas
fined $100 by Special Scssions Covrt on 6/29/34.

On 9/2/36 he wns arrested for mailing obscene matter and on 12/16/36 wes
found guilty on a 22 count indicbment, sentenced to #2,000 fine, suspended,
and to serve 3 years.at Lewisburg Penitentiary, He was conditionally re-
leased from the Ponitentiary on 4/27/39.

On 4/14/41 he was arrested for selling or assisting in selling an unmailable
book, probation was extended until 12/16/44,
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In the cours of interviewing WHITTAKYR CHAMBERS, he advised that
while attending Columbia University in 1922, he wrote an article for a stu~
dent publication calléd "The Morningside.® He advised that in writing this
article he used the name™of JOHWKWLIY.™

Investigation was conducted at the library of .Columbia University.
A copy of UThe Morningside! Gated November, 1922 was obtained, This publi-
cation contains on page three through six a play called “"A Play for PuppetsW
by JOHN KELLY.

According to CHAMBERS, this play was considered licentious and
offensive as well as sacrilegious by the University officials and he was
called down for editing such a play and was asked for an apology. . He
thought an’apology was uncalled for and he was. required to resign as
Fditor-in-Chief of this magazine.

A photostatic copy has been made of this play and it will be
maintained as an exhibit in this file. .
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A review of the background and personal history of CHAMBERS
indicates that he made a friend at Columbia University of a fellow
student named LOUIS ZUKOFSKY, whom he descrlbed as a poet. Inh about
1925, CHAMRERS began to work for MORBIS‘VﬁROFSKY, a brother of LOUIS,
in 2 second-hand bookstore located on Fourth Avenue hear 1lth Street,
New York City. According to CHAMBERS, he worked there for about one
mohth, his job consisting of waiting on customers., LOUIS ZUKOFSKY also
worked ‘there, =nd obtrined the job for CHAMBERS, LOUIS, at that time,
according to CHAMBERS, was a Communhist, but when CHAMBERS was interviewed
on March 15, 1949, he "stated that he thought ZUKOFSKY was not now a
Communist but believed that he would be "over on the left."

ZUKOFSKY was located at 30 Willow Street, Brooklyn, New York,
and interviewed by SAs Lawrence H Bracken and James T. Neagle on
March 18, 1949.

ZUKOFSKY stated thet he beceme 2cquainted with CHAMBERS while
they were both gttending Columbia College; however, he had nho recollection
of ever -obtaining & job for him in his brothér's store, nor did he ever
remember CHAVBERS working there. He seid it wes quite possible, however,
that CHAMBFRS might have filled' inh during the lunch hour snd helped to
wait on customers. ZUKOFSKY said thaﬁ'in the early part of 1930 he went
to Europe, znd as s result he did hot see CHAMBERS agein uhtil the latter
pert of the nineteen thirties, He was not sure of the exact year. He
stated thet during this time he had heard thet CHAMBERS was a member of
the Communist Party; however, to what degree he was involved he did not

' khow," ZUKOFSKY ssid that occasionally he met with members of a literary
group, all of whom had been acquainted with CH”MBEPS at Columbia College,
and 2t these times speculatlon was mede as ‘to Jjust what extent CH'MBERS'
activities extefded into the Communist underground; however, he was never
able to definitely estebllsh whet CHﬂMBFRS’psrtlculer job was., Other
than this, ZUKOFSKY ¢ould furnish no additional information concernlng

CHAMBERS; however, it is to be noted, that 7UKOFSKY was 1nterv1ewed in
the presence of his wife, and that both ﬂppeared extremely guarded in
their answers throughout "the 1nterv1ew
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RE: JOHN M. BARKHAM
RIS Fe T L ey,

On Merch- 18, 1949, JOHN M. BARKHAM, 76 Brewster Road, Scarsdale;
New York, was interviewed by SAs ROY J. BARLOGA and JOHN F, SULLLVAN in the
New York Times Building, 229 West 43rd Street, New York City., BARKEAM advised
that he works as a book reviewer for thg;?N@w York Times" and has held that job
for the past three weeks, .He stated thdt he began to work for Time, Inc., New
York City, in theé Foreign News Department, on August 10, 1944, as a foreign news
writer. He worked there until March, 1947, when he left and began to do free
lance writing. When he started for Time, Inc,, he worked under WHITTAKER CHAMBERS
who was Senior Editor in the Foreign News Section. He worked under CHAMBERS for
a period of about one year and then CHAMBERS was transferred to another section,
which he believed was -the Special Projects Sections

While he worked for Time, Ince, BARKHAM saw very much of CHAMBERS,
worked closely with him and became a very good friend of his, CHAMBERS helped
him and others with the magazine in doing their work and BARKHAM considered
CHAMBERS a superb writer and editors Very often they had lunch together when
they were coworkers, BARKHAM stated that after he left Time, Inc., in March, .
1947, he did not again see CHAMBERS until about six months ago when they had lunch
together, BARKHAM having contacted CHAMBERS and arranged for their meeting.

BARKHAM stated that while they were accuainted at Time, Inc.,
CHAMBERS was considered very anti-Russian and anti-Communists He was very
‘outspoken about his feelings along these lines and he showed it also in his work,
Many articles written by other writers,  who were somewhat pro-Russian in their
feelings,. were changed. by CHAMBERS in his cap301ty as editor in order to eliminate
~ the pro-Russian angle.,

CHAMBERS, while working for Tlme, Inc., often spoke of his former
membership in the Communlst Party and his work in the underground organization
collecting espiodnage information for the Russians, He often made very startling
statements concerning his activities in the underground.” As an example of this,-
BARKHAM related that CHAMBERS on orle occasion had told him that while he worked
for the underground he used to contact a sailor who was a Communist and who worked
on the SS BREMEN or the SS EUROPA, This sailor was a courier who brought money
to the United States from'Russia and delivered it to CHAMBERS who transmitted it
to others in the underground organization who used the money to further Russian
espionage. CHAMBERS had mentioned that he had been a courier for the espionage
group and that the government agencies in Washington were honeycombed with
Communist Party members who were getting information which they passed on to the
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Russian espionage organization through CHAMBERS and others who operated like
him,

\“ *‘j O { BARKHAM stated that he could not recsll that CHAMBERS had ever
meniﬁoned the names of any of the individuals with whom he had worked in espionage
ac ulVl'tleS, with the exception of ALGER HISS., BARKHAM stated that on one occasion
which he recalled clearly to be a Thursday morning in the year 1945, CHAMBERS
came into his office at Jime,.Ine., - with a newspaper in his possegssion and he
was visibly excited. He pointed to an item on the front page of the paper which
congerned ALGFR HISS and which possibly had a photograph of ALGER HISS, This item
in the paper indicated that HTISS had been appointed an advisor to former President
ROOSEVELT for the Yalta Conference. CHAMBIRS very excitedly exclaimed that HISS
had been associated with him in his underground activities for the Communists
and CHAMBERS said that when he broke away from the Communists he begged HISS to
break away also but HISS had broken down and cried but refused to break away from
the Communists, BARKHAM stated he recalled this incident very clearly and he
believed that gther persons at Time, Inc,, also would recall CHAMBERS having made
that statement at that time, He believed also' that many others at Time, Inc.,

‘had been told by CHAMBERS at différent times incidents concerning his activities

in the underground orranization of the Communist Party. One of these individuals
was CRAIGATHOMPSON, who was formerly with Time, and according to BARKHAM was
probably ) now in Russ:La.

Another one of these persons was FRE ) RURN, who was still with
Time, Inc. BARKHAM suggested that for the purposé of obtaining information
relative to CHAMBERS' statements concerning his espionage activities, which he
made while hé worked for Time, Inc., contact should be made with a person who
worked for CHAMBERS at Time, In¢., and who was a researcher for him... This
employee helped CHAMRERS in his editorial work for“Time, would have beén in close
contact with him daily and undoubtedly would know very much about CHAMBERS and
the statements he made.

BARKHAM related that CHAMBERS, while working at Time, Inc., was
disliked by many of the writers because of his habit of changing their articles
to a great extent, There were two political groups working for the magazine
at that time, one of which was gquite pro-Russian and the other,which included
CHAMBERS, being anti-Russian, The writers who were pro-Russian disliked CHAMBERS
because he changed their stories to eliminate the pro-Russian ancle, although
many of the changes he made did not concern the pro-Russian angle but were made
only to make the articles read more interestingly.
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\~%vﬂnLoM;LbBARKHAM mentioned that WTLLIKM“WFﬁTON had worked for Time, lInc,,
at thdt time and had been a war correspondent who went to Europe with the American
forces and eventually began to send stories in from Czechoslovakia, WALTON was’
in the pro-Russian group at Time, Inc., and for that reason did not like CHAMBERS,
BARKHAM stated that he knew nothing further concerning WALTON except that after
he left time he helieved he went over to ths*ﬁNéw Republic!,

BARKHAM stated that he saw CHAMBERS on one occasion since he
left Time, Inc., which was about si¥months ago when he telephoned CHAMBERS and
asked him to have lunch with him, CHAMBERS at that time was in the midst of
Grand Jury testimony and House Committee hearings and told BARKHAM that he was
worried about the HISS libel action because he certainly could not afford to
losé any money in the action., CHAMBWRS discussed the libel case generally, said
he would fight it and that some organization was helping him in fighting the casey

Concerning CHAMBFRS, BARKHAM said that he considered him a very
fine person who was always truthful in his statements and was considered a man
of very good morals, He pointed out that CHAMBERS never drank, was religious,
being a member of the Quaker religion, and lived a quiet and respectable 1life,

He did not believe that there was any ouestion whatsoever but that CHAMBFRS was a
man of high morals and good mehtality, He pointed out that recently there had
been some references in radio broadcasts and newspaper publicity concerning a
possible homosexuality on the part of CHAMBERS, and that he considers this
ridiculous, he never having received any indication whatsoever that such might
be true.

He indicated that while working for Time, Inc., CHAMBERS wrote
an anti-Russian article entitled, MCzars on the Roof", ‘which -was written at the
time of the Yalta Conference and showed that the present Russian government was
more imperialistic than the Russian Czars had ever dreamed of being. rh1s article
created a great deal of controversy at Time kag§21ne and finally was toned down
very much and printed., Recently it was publlshed in Time as originally written
by CHAMBERS and Time Magazine indieated in connection with the article that it
was a story they had published many years ago pointing out that they had been
right back in those days when many other persons in this country did not realize
what Russia was really doing,

BARKHA% stated that he could not recall that CHAMBERS ever mentiont

the rame of DONAL%ﬁﬁTSS or any of the other individuals involved in this case.
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; ’thﬁq;hBARKH&Jhstated that CHAMBERS went into the Communist Party
through idealism, he having attended Columbia University shortly after the
first world war where he associated with a young intellectual crowd who became
interested in Communism, due to unsettled world conditions at that time. It
eventually dawned on CHAMBERS that he had made a mistake in having anything

to do with the Communists and when he found that out he broke from the Communists
and went to the opposite extreme becoming very anti-Russian, BARKHAM recalled
that CHAMBERS had told him on one occasion that after he had broken from the
Communists he went into hiding and that a Russian had been assirmed by the
Communists to "get him". This Russian trailed him and on one occasion CHAMBERS
met the man face to face at which time CHAMBERS talked to him and talked him
out of harming him and his family,

BARKHAM recalled that a friend of CPAMBIRS on Time Magaz1ne “
was one CALY Q‘IXK, who probably is still working for the magBzine B8 &™Writer.
FIXY was a wrlter on the publication at the time that CHAMBFRS was an editor
and they knew each other very well., At that time FIXX had a nervous breakdown
and CEAMBERS helped him very much in recuperating. BARKHAM felt that FIXX un-—
doubtedly knew a great deal about statements CEIMBTRS made concerning his
underground espionage act1v1tles, which statements he made at the time he

worked for Tlmea Inc.
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. On March 29, 1949, [ILLL.M WEITON, foreign correspondent for
*?ﬁiggé—Life,Inporpgratqg, was interviewéd ih his room at the Hotel Shelton,

49th 5treet ahd Texington Avenue, New York Gity, by SAs Lawrence H. Bracken
and, Donald M, McInerney.. WALTON advised that he is presently employed
prlife Magazine, and that he is awaiting transportation to Europe for

the purpose of attending a reuhioh of the war correspondents who partici-
pated in the invasion of France in June of 1944. He further stated that

he was first employed by Time in 1942, at which time heé first met WHITTAKER
CHLMBEPS. He worked in the main office with him from this time until the -
early part of 1943, wheh he was assighed to the European Theatre as a
foreign correspondent. During this period, he had very little association
with CHAMBERS, and the only thing thet he could remember about him was

that Yin my ‘opinion, he was nuttier then 2.fruit cake." He said thet

the reason for giving that statement was that it was well known among

all the employes of Time that CHAMRERS cohstantly appeared to be fearing
for his life. His manner at all times was extremely guarded, and on

many occasions he had expressed to members of the staff that he was in

fear of the Russian Secret Police, :

WALTON went on to say thet during this year period he himself
had very little contact with CHAMBERS, and thet his opinion expressed
above was mainly 2 result of statements that he had heard made by other
members of the Time staff. He added that upon his returh to the United
States at the conclusion of the war, he was assigned to Life Magazine,
and as a result had no further contact .with CH/MBERS.

WALTON said thet he has been interviewed a number of times since
last Lugust concerning his khowledge of CHAMBERS, but at this time, he
could recall only two specific instences. He stated thaet while he was
in Vashington, D, C., a date he could not recall, he was interviewed by
a person whose neme he could not recall, who told him that he was an ex-—

,ABI agent, and to-prove it, he displayed, "some sort of a card showing
7 ex—~FBL Agents' Assqciation.,” He said this individual told him that he
was employed by the{Carhegie Endowment Corporation, and that he was a
private detectire émployed by a detective firm located on Pinhe Street,

inh lower Menhettan, On another occasion he was contacted by a man
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believed that this man's name waSABENGER. VIAITON advised that he told
these two individuals, as well as the others that heve contacted him,
ohly what he told the writer. ¢

who claimed to be a psychiatrist gg%_p};_oyed by the HISS attorneys, anhd he
A
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The following investigation was conducted by SA JAMES R. SHIENERS,
During the course of interviews with LVHITTAKER CHAMBERS, he stated that he
had contact in 1936 with LINCCHNV EFFENS, CHAMBERS stated that he had

met with LINCOIN STEFFENS regarding the preparation of a biography of

Mr. E. B‘TFfENE a Boston department store magnate.,

CHAMBERS stated that it had been brought Ho his attention by
LECONARD LYONS that communications from STEFFENS to CHAMBERS had appegre
in STEFFENS'! book "Collected Letters of LINCOIN STEFFENS", CHAY
advised that STEFFENS may have known him under the name of HUGHEJONES,

Inquiry at the New York Public Library, New York City, reflected
that in the "Collected Letters of LINCOIN STEFFENS! three references were
noted concerning CHAMBERS.

In 2 letter dated June 18, 1933, at Carmel, Galiforn:.a, STEFFINS
wrote as follows:

"My dear Whittaker Chambers,
My hat came off today while I was reading a story of yours,

(Our Comr M’U’IGN, "Wew Masses!, Octoter, 1931 or 'Death of the Communists”,
Wew Masses’; December, 1931.)‘ How you can write! A&nd your stuff—

NY 65—14920
|
i

| "henever I hear people talk about 'proletarian art and

| literature', I'm going to ask them to shut their minds and loock at you.
I hope you are very young, though I don't see how you can be. I hope, too,
that you are daring, that you have no respect for the writers of my
generation and you know as I do that you can do it.

Wow I will put on my hat again,

Kisseloff-7244
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N /s/ LINCOIN STEFFENS!
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In a letter to his son, PETER, dated at New York, Thanksgiving
Night, November, 1933, STEFFENS wrote the following:

"Pear Peter,

"Mihittaker Chambers called up this morning; said he heard
I would like to see him and offered to call, I suggested lunch with me
here. He had been cheered by a copy he got of my letter to him., Really
appreciated it because nobody had ever before given him a hand. 'Not
the other left writers, not the other men on the Masses?'! I ask—
He: never a word., We don't do that for one another, I said that was
a Red fault; there must be 'warm spots.! He agreed; he himself tries
now to be a warm spot. But it is not the spirit of the Party. I said
I got that at the Masses yesterday; they listened, but were unresponsive,
and. I thought, got or took nothing. !'There you are known'! he' said.
They told me they had had a vepfy impressive, suggestive talk, from you
and that's why I am here; bedanse they were so impressed especially North,
(latter name refers. to JOEYNORTH, member of the Wew Masses! staff.)"
/ e e

In a2 letter dated September 6, 1934, STEEEENS wrote to HUGH
JONES, the name under which CHAMBERS said STEFFENS knew him. The letter
is as follows:

"Dear Mr. Hugh Jones,

%&Z&ﬁiﬁ;chn is being attacked as a Communist. There is fierce
hysteria here agé”a.'ﬁﬁ"se‘fs Communism, you know, It begen here with the
general strike, when *they"' discovered by experimentation that Bridges
and some of the other labor leaders could not be bribed.,. You can be trusted,
I think, to understand how terrifying that discevery can be in real life.,
If we can't buy a man with real money how are we to make labor leaders see
reason? No, when bribery fails what is left one by, — by violence? It
is frightening and we are indeed frightened. Our hysteria is sincere; &nd
it is wide spread. sand we can see that, since the symbol of fright is
the word 'Communi st', all we have got to do is stick it on anybody we
fear and hate, Tt used to be 'hun'! now it ‘is Communist. See? Sinclair
ils a Communist, But he says he isn't and the Communists say he isn't.
They are damn liars, of course,.so, you see, if I, @ honest man will come
out and declare and denounce publicly UPTON as no Red but-as a Fascist I
shall embarrass the Republicans, the herd, and I shall at the same time
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e doing a service to our socialist Democrais, The Sinclair merger are
considering now just how hot they want me to be.

"The fight of his party is one of the clearest expositbns I
have ever seen of the reason why Communists stress the need o building up
a disclplined Party to take over and exercise power; of the reason why
a mere soclalist can't do the trick.

Bob, by the way, has left here though he had to get out of this
atmosphere.....We are almost as dangerous as the Party; even my little
boy, Pete, who is nine years old was under fire, and as for his mother,
—he remarked to her one day: 'You have got yourself in dutch haven't
you Mama?'! It is all very amusing but you must realize that to elect a
good old, safe Republican out here we are going to have a bigger and better
hysteria which it will soon appear might as well be made permanent.
Certainly it must be developed enough to defea Sinclair, and I think it
will. I expect to hear that he will drive in capitalism, but capital
out of California. '

= Mihy don't you come out and see for yourself the leading State
in the union; and us warm spots, pretty spotted bub still warm: '

"Sincerely,

“f/g/f\ m&o&ﬂwétgﬁm ‘E-:_‘ P /i'l
. ] '
It may be noted th }; the BOE. referred to in the above letter
undoubtedly refers to, NOBERTJCANTLELL;» whom CHAMBERS states he recommended
to LINCOIN STEFFRIS to prepare the proposed blography of Mr. FILENE,

It may also be noted thet in the "Gollectéd Letters of LINCOLE
STEFFENS" there were numerous letters to -Communist leaders, .including
ANNA LOUISEASTRONG, SgM-¥HiRCY, and others.

Kisseloff-7246
74

A\




JRS:BKB

NY '65-14920

RE: JOSEPH FREEMAN
e SRR T e T SR

On March 25, 1949, Mr. JOSEPH FREEWAN was interviewed by Sis
JAMES R. SHINNERS and JAMES T, NEAGLE at the.offices of EDWARD BERNAYS,
26 East 64th Street, New York C:Lty.

Mr. FREEWAN stated that he was a former member of the Communist
Party and made the acquaintance of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in his capacity as
former Editor of "NQ& Masses," in approximately 1928 or 1929.

Mr, FREEMAN pointed out that he was first introduced to CHAMBLRS
through his brother, HARRY FRERMAN, as a prospective writer for 'New Masses!
magazine, Mr. FREEMAN said that at the time he was introduced to CHAMBIRS,
it was his recollection that CHAMBERS was a member of 'bhe staff of the
"Daily Worker!t,

Mr. FREEMAN pointed out further that the flrst time he met CHM?BERS,
a vivid impression was made because of the antics used by CHAMBERS at this
original meeting. Mr. FREEMAN explained this by stating that at the time his
attenticn was called to CHAMBERS' anticsby HARRY FREEMAN. It was suggested
that HARRY FREEMAN bring CHAMBERS to a meeting on the lower East Side near
the "Daily Worker" and they could have a joint discussion which would include
an individual, also a 'poet like CHAMBERS, named KEANBRWALLIS. Mr. FREEMAN
stated that at this meeting CHAMBERS became very out"'spoken and critical for
no apparent reason of both Mr. WALLIS and JOSEPH FREEMAN, FREEMAN said that
he severely reprimanded CHAMBERS for his unwarranted display of temper and
recalled that after a brief period CHAMBERS seemed to be remorseful over the
incldent and suggested to JOSEPH FREEMAN that they become friends., iir.
FREEMAN stated he readily agreed to this proposition and offered to shake
hands with CHAMBERS but he declined this approach., CHAMBERS, Mr. FREEMAN
said, stated that it-was his habit that when he made friends that he and
the other party slash their wrists and mingle their blood as a token of
friendship. FREEMAN said he naturally rejected such a move and after an
extended discussion,- the proposal was again made that FREEMAN and CHadBERS
become friends and FREEMAN recalled that he again offered his hand to CHAMBERS
and this time CHAMBERS grasped FREEMAL'S fingers with his left hand and at
the same time attempted to slash his wrists as previously described. FILEMAN
said that a brief melee followed which was terminated through the intercession
of the bartender and several other guests at the saloon they were visiting,
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Following this outbreak, EREEMAY said that the party he had
brought to join in the discussion, Mr. WALLIS, qas 2DPe ogared, FRETWMAN
then recalled that the discuséions “broke up 2 ""Pound 5500" A.M, when the two
FREEMANS and CHAMBERS departed from the saloon and went directly to
HARRY FREFMAN'S home in Long Island City, JOSEPH FREEMAN stated that
When - they arrived at HARRY'S home they were greeted by HARRY'S wife
who made observations of the apparent inebriation of the trio and offered
to prepare a snack, JOSEPH FRERMAN then added that when he turmed to
introduce CHAMBERS to his sister—in-law, he noticed CHAMBERS lying prone
on the floor crying to himself and at the same time apologizing to JOSEPH
FREEMAN for his antics earlier in the evening. JOSEPH FREEMAN stated that

. following th:.s incldent he had no further social contact w:.‘bh CHATIIBE:RS.

JOSEPH FRLEMAN advised the Agents that the above ep:.sode was
related by FREEMAN to HAROLD ROSINWALD, attorney for ALGER HISS, in the
Fall of 1948, shortly after the hearmgg on the HISS-CHAMBERS s:Ltuat:Lon
took place. JOSEPH T'REEMAN stated thet ROSINTALD requested FREIMAN to.
testify to the above facts at the forthcom:.ng trial but he declined 'bhlS
o_Lfer.

JOSEPH FREEMAN stated that following his original meeting mentioned
above with WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, he had no further contact with him, although
CHAMBERS was appointed to the Ed:l.torlal Board of 'New Masses! magazine.
FREEMAN stated that he recalls that in the early 1930's, he took a year's
leave of absence from the !lNew Masses" to write a book'and advised that
upon his return WHITTAKER CHAMBERS was serying in the capacity of Editor
of "New Masses!", FREEMAN pointed out, however, that CHAMBERS tenure as
ﬁ.dn.tor was very brief when he suddenly disappeared from all activity and
was not heard from by other members of the "New Masses staff,

FRERMAN said that comments were passed frequently concerning the
status of CHAMBERS with the Commuriist Party and he recalled that he heard
rumors that CHAMBERS was in the underground doing work for the ok Cotory P.U.
FREEMAN emphasized, however, that he never knew actually that CHaMBIRS was
serving in the underground.

Mr. FREEMAN said that his next contact with CHAMBERS followed e -
brief period-in which FREEMAN was attached & "F’é’i'tune" magazine in which
he assisted in the preparation of an article for that magazine., FRUEMAN
stated that his work was well received by the Editor of "Fortune! magazine
and they asked him if he would care to join the staff as a permanent member.
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i IEE giF,REEMAl\I said he read:Lly accepted the offer but was told that before he
"‘?‘ could be offered a permanent position, he would have to be screened by
TJHITTAKER CHAMBERS, who, at that time, was associated with "Time! magazines
Syt TR ST o™ S 22
. FREEMAN stated that hé had an interview With CHAMBERS at "Time!t
magazine,which FREEMAN recalled was very formal., FREEMAN stated that when
He entered the room CHAMBERS promptly told him.to have a seat and proceaded
to ask him questions which impressed FDEEMAN as being peculiar. The first
question he was asked, FREEMAN said, was whether or not he owned any
property and recalled CHAMBERS as saying that it was :meerative that individuals
associdted with the "Time," "Life,! and "Fortune! magazings, should be property
owners, indicating to FREEIMAN that he himsélf owned four farms. FREEMAK
stated that he also asked him questions regarding his religious views along
with several questlon on politics and writing experience, FREEMAN said that
no questions ever arose concerning their previous meeting or associations
at "New Masseg" and after a brief interview, FREEMLN was excused and did
nct receive any appo:ln‘cment to "Fortune! magazine.

Relative to ALGER HISS, Mr, FREEMAN stated that he never heard
any comments during his ai‘filiatn ons with the Communist Party or since his
break in 1939, which would indicate to him that HISS was ever a member of
the Communist Party or even a sympathizer, FREEMAN stated that he has
followed the newspaper accounts of the HISS~CHAMBERS case very closely and
has particlipated in many discussions concernlng the plausibility of CHAVBERS'

instant case with BEATRICE PITNE

s Head of thi

Yreited Nations NewsM,

allegations. FREEMAN pointed out that in a dlscusi;)?x that he had in the-

45 Bast 65th Street, New .((Jrk C:ﬂ:y, she made the observations that it is
her impression that ALGER HISS is protecting his wife, PRISCILIA.

“YN\N@ -

Mrs. LAMB told FREEMAN that she went to school with Mrs. HISS and
indicated that she thought Mrs. HISS was a "fellow traveler." FREEMAN
stated that he could recall no further details of this conversation with
Mrs. LAMB, 3he will be interviewed by Agents of this office.

FREEMAN said that during his period in the Communist Party, he
reported numerous affairs and conferences for the "Wew Masses', including a
detailed report on the hearings before the NYE Committee on Munitilons.
FREEMAN when advised that HISS was a member of this committee stated he was
unable to recall his affiliation with this group. He pointed out that whenever
he was govering meetings of such a nature as the NYE Committee, he was
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constantly on the alert for "available! sources of information of individuals
who were known to be sympathetic with the Communist Party, FREIMAN said that
he positively could not recall ALGER HISS ever being identified to him by
any of his Washington contacts as a person who could be approgched for
information.

Mr. FREEMAN was questioned concerning other indivi s involved
in the present investigation and stated that the only namg¢ he could recall
as being familiar to him were those of JO and LEEZPRESSMAN, Mr,

o 7 pointed out, however, that he was fot personaliy aware of any

¥ Tinformation which would indicate any activity on their part with the instant
investigation and pointed out that he had heard that these two individuals
were regarded as being acceptable to the Commmist Party,

Photographs of mdn.g:.duals in the instant investigation were shown
to Mr. FREEMAN and he could ldentify only CHAMBERS and Mr. PRESSHMAN,

L4

Mrs. CHA‘?I“I»@L@YEEBIAN s wife of JOSEPH FREEMAN, was interviewed and
she stated she could not’ recall any individuals mentioned in the Hiss~Chambers
inquiry particularly ALGER HISS or WHITTAKER CHAMBERS. She also advised she
_had no information relative Communist Party underground activitye
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A review of the background and personal history of CHAYBEERS in-
dicated that he and his wife, in about early,l932, moved from their 1lth
Street address in New York City, to the farﬁy?b‘-r"@%NKLm SPIER, known as
the Old Hall Farm, located at Glen Gardner in the Village of C Glenwood,
which is about 6° miles from the town of High Bridge, located on the
JersSey Central Railroad.

SPIER was interviewed on Harch 14, 1949, by SA IAWRENCE H. BRACKEN
at the Spier advertising Agency, 30 East 49th Street, New York City, at vhich
time he gave the following background information concerning his association
with WHITTAKER CHABERS:.

/@u& said that he met CHAMBERS through his wife, DELIA, who had
been a close friend of CHAMBERS! wife, His first meeting with CHA'KBERS
was in 1928, and between then and 1932, he saw him on one or two occasions,
but these meetings were always unimportant and purely social. '

In 1932, after SPIER'S wife had her second child, he bought a
farm in Glen Gardner, New Jersey, and since he was working in New York, he
asked the CHAYBERSES if they would care to live in a oarn located on this
property, and thus, his wife would have companionship during the day, SPIER
said that at this time he knew CHAMBERS to be a member of the Communist Party
because CHAMBERS told him that he was,.and also told him that he was doing
highly secretive work, which he would not disclose to him, as he did not want
any of his friends to be involved.

At this point SPIER, himself, suggested that CHAYBERS had always
appeared to him to be rather .queer, and the recent publicity concerning the
pumpkin had only served to bring out that “CHAXMBERS was up to his old tricks
of digging holes and burying things." SPIEi explained this by saying that
in the periocd 1932, while CHA¥BERS lived at the farm in New Jersey, a

erman-American Bund established itself on a nearby farm. And, as a result
of their arrogant actions, Mrs, CHE¥BEZS told Mrs. SPIER' that her husband

had become so worried concerning the coming Fascist dictatorship that he

dug a hole behind the barn and buried some highly confidential documents.
SPIER said that he never knew where this hole was dug, nor what the documents
consisted of, or if they had ever been dug up again by CHLMBERS.

In SPIER'S opinion, CHAYBERS was a very peculiar man, During
the time he was living at the fairm CHABERS had no visible means of support
and at all times seemed to be concerned for his own safety. He even went
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so far as to get off at a different railroad station every time he journeyed
to the farme He explained this to SEIER by saying that he did not want to
become associated with any routine movements.

At the conclusion of the interview 3SPIER stated that the actions
of CHAYBERS in the current publicity of this trial did not surprise him in
the least, since his strange actions were in keeping with the man that he
knew approximately twenty years ago. . .

On Jdarch 15, 1949, these facts were brought to the attention of
#ire CHAYBERS and he rzlated that he had absolutely no recollection of having
secreted any mail on the SPIER farm at any time. He did state, however,
that the only thing of consequence that he had in his possession at that time,
insofar *as the Communist Party was concerned, was Communist propaganda,
and that if any thing had been secreted it would proac.bly have been this
type of muterial,

On ilarch 15, 1949, th\, above facts were made known to the Baltimore
Office and they viere requested to interview lirs, CHA"BEBS concerning her

knowledge of any of these statements. w&j‘f‘mﬁ‘

On darch 15, 1949, agents of the 31timore Office interviewed
Mrs. CHAI/BERS and she recalled that shortly after their marriage in 1931,
she and her husband took up a "periodic residence" at the SPIER farm and
that they eventually moved from the farm in the Fall of 1933, Sometime
during their residence there, Mrs. CHAMBERS buried a letter-—sized metal
file containing miscellaneous Communist pamphlets and literature which
she did not desirs to have discovered in their possession. This was buried
in the truck garden plot near the harn. After moving from the farm in the
early Fall of 1933, Mrs. CHAMBERS returned to the SPIER farm and recovered
the letter—sized metal fnr}‘g w:fcsg 135 contents.s On this occasion, ¥rs,
CHAMBERS told Mr. and Mr f:.‘R“é’Sout the concealment of this file and they
helped her locate and Tecover Same.

Subseguent to the recovery, urs, CHAMBERS stated that they disposed
of the Communist literature and pamphlets by destroying them or giving them
awaye. She was unable to recall whether there was anything but Communist
pamphlets and literature in the file at the tims it was buried, and denied
that there was anything belonging to the CHAYBERSZS presently bur:Led :on. the
SPIER farm,
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Mrs.” CHAMBERS was able o recall this date clearly. because she was
pregnant at the time and the child was born in Cctober of 19323, Mrs, CHAMBERS
14+ further denied that there was ever any confidential documents buried on the
@fu’ixr:‘-b’wSPIER farm to her knowledge. She likewise denied that she had informed
- Mrs, SPIER that there was any confidential documents secreted -in this metal
file'*./“ V,;»ﬁf'ég«.\
(e
On March 16, 1949, CHAMBERS was informed of the remarks made by his
wife in connection with this incident and he stated that at this time this
did not refresh his recollection in any way whatsoever, and he gould not add
anything to what his wife said. He indicated that on return to his farm
in Maryland, he would discuss this matter with his wife, and thereafter
‘would inform agents of any additional material that he might obtain in this
connection., '

On March 16, 1949, Mrs. DELAFIELD\JPIER was contacted at her home,
518 Tulfan Terrace , Bronx, New York, She stated that she could not recall
evér having been told by Mrs. CHAMBERS of any details concerning the burial
or recovery of documents on the SPIER farm. Further, she could not recall
helping the CHAMBERSES retrieve them, nor could she recall ever telling her
husband any details concerning such an event.

FRANKLIN SPIER was subsequently contacted and when informed of the
statements of Mrs. CHAMBERS, he remarked that the mentioning of a metal con—
tainer "rang a bell", but he could not elaborate further on this matter.
SPIER want on to say that it was his recollection that CHAVMBEKS buried some
documents not in the truck garden plot, but "down behind the barn, across
the swampy ground, across the stream and in the woods,"

The resulis of this interview wers made known to the Baltimore
Office by teletype dated March 16, 1949, at which time Baltimore was requested
to interview both Mr. and Mrs. CHAMBERS for any information they might have
concerning SPIER'S statement,

By teletype dated March 23, 1949, Baltimore advised that ¥r. and
Mrs. CHAMBERS had no recollection of either of them ever having buried
anything on the SPIER farm, At this time Mrs. CHAMBERS could recall no
additional details and was ‘not too certain of some of the details furnished
from her previous interview. She was sure of the follewing facts only:
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The CHSMBERSES lived in a oarn on the SPIER farm probably from
early Spring 1932 to about September of 1933, lr, CHAMBERS had just gotten
into the underground work at this time and was away from home frequently.
They had practically no privacy in the barn where they were living and
Wrs. CHAMBERS was frightened somewhat because of Mr, CHAMBERS new worke.-
Therefore, sometime during their stay, the exact time she could not recall,.
she buried a metal letter file containing Communist pamphlets and literature
only, in their truck garden plot, located across the road from the barn..
She explained that her motive was to prevent the litsrature from being
discovered in their possession or on the premises of the SPIERS' home, who
had been so kind and accommodating., Her only recollection of the container
in which the literature was buried is that it was a sheet metal letter—~-
sized file, square in shape, measuring approximately 14" by 10" by 4". Some~
time latter, the exact time and situation as to the persons present, if anyone
besides herself, she could not recall, she dug up the metal file and the
literature was destroyed or disposed of in a manner she could not recall.
Mrs. CHAMBERS could not recall telling either-of the SPIERS about the
buried file. When asked why she bothered to dig it up, she said that it
probably had not been buried deeply enough to be secure from detection
when plowing the garden,

Neither of the CHAMBERIS could explain why Mr..SPIER would know
about the incident, except that Mr.. CHAMBERS commented that Mr. SPIER is &
"flighty minded" individual, CHAMBERS further stated that in 1932, he started
in the underground and during the period 1932 to 1933, he was acting as
liason between Communist Party Headquarters in New York City and the under—
ground. In such a role he handled no documents or papers, and all of his
transmissions were verbal, Both M-, and Mrs, CHAMBERS at this time stated
unequivocally that neither of them ever buried or concealed any confidential
or secret documents or papers at any time on the SPIER farm because they never
had any such material in their possession during the period in qyeStlona

> "(-
3 *
2 m-i\d»‘;&‘ B

As a result of the above statements of Mr. and Mrs. CHmﬁBWRS no
further investigation was pursued in this line;
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IRVING KAPTAN

IRVING KAPLAN, 144-49 Charter Road, Jamaica, Long Island, New York,
telephone number: Olympia 8-4346, was interviewed on March 22, 1949 by
SA's ROY J. BARLOGA and JOHN F. SULLIVAN at his office in t?;fgﬁ;&ggﬁ
Nations Secretariat, Lake Success, Long Island, New York. :

KAPLAN was found to be hostile in his attitude. He indicated.
that he was willing to answer questions concerning JHITTAKER CHAMBERS, his
acquaintance with CHAMBERS, and he wanted to answer charges madenby
CHALBERS as noted in the press lately concerning KAPLAN'S having given
CHAWBERS a job with the National Research Project in 1937, KAPIAN stated
that he would not answer any questions concerning other persons, KAPLAN!S
associates, or allow agents to "indulge in a fishing expedition for
information."

He stated that he is presently employe d as Economic Affairs
Officer for the United Nations Secretariat at Lake Success, Long Island.
KAPLAN related that he first met CHAMBERS at Columbia University when
both of them were students there in the 1920's. CHAMBERS was wall known
to many of the stidents as a writer for a student publication of the
University. KAPLAN said he was not very friendly with CHAMBERS at the
University, but after they left school he saw him on many occasions socially
in the company of persons who were known to KAPLAN, He stated that he
would not name these persons nor discuss them any further.

In about 1927, on many occasions, he saw CHAMBERS at the New York
Public Library, where CHAMBERS was working and where KAPLAN visited to use
the library facilities. At that vame, KAPLAN was working in the vicinity of
the library and when he visited the library, he often saw CHAMBERS and
had conversations with him. In 1929, KAPLAN left New York and went to
San Francisco. He did not see: CHAMBERS again or know anything about what

CHAMBERS was doing until 1937, when he saw CHAMBERS on one occasion, never
Seeing him thereafter,.

KAPLAN stated that from 1935 until about 1938, he was Associate
Director of the National Research Project on Reemploymert {pportunities and
Technological Changes. This project was under the Works Projects Administra-
tion, and KAPLAN'S office, as Associate Dirsctor, was in Philadelphia.
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KAPTAWS work was concerned with over-all budgetary contr?l.o? thefPigJect.
Po wbrted that different Government agencies used the facilities o e
ﬁfoject for the work of their agsncies and hire@ pegple to work on thi
Project within the particular agency. <he applications for.empl.oymzni e
on the part of these individu~ls passed over KAPLAN'S degk in Phlla.e prla,
it being one of his routine dutiss to pass on these applications p?1ma£} Yy
to see that the agencies did not hire too much pgrsonnel. The entire file
of each applicant would pass over his desk for his approv-1,

In late 1937, scveral applications of persons seeking employment
with the Railroad Retirement Board, “ashington, D. C. passed over his desk.
The se persons were to work for the Railroad Retirement Board under tbe
National Research Project. JHITTKER CHAMBERS was one of these appllcgnts
and KAPLAN approved his application for employment along with the.appllca—
tions of other persons at that time. KAPLAN stated thet at the time he
approved the application, hedid not realize that the applicant, CH/MBERS,
was the CHAMBERS he had been acquainted with at Columbia Universily.

Shortly after that, he received a telephone call in Philadelphia
from WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, who was in Philadelphia at the time, CHAMBERS
identified himself and suggested they have dinner together. KAPLAN in~-

, Vited him to his Home for dinner that evening. CHAMBERS came to KAPLAN'3
__aoachome and told XKAPLAN-that he had applied for a job with the National
*****“ﬁﬁesearch Project and that his application had been approved and he was

“going to start work in the near fubture. KAPLAN said that he believed

CHAMBERS said he was going to start to work the next morning in Washington, D.C,
KAPLAN said that he then recalled that he had approved an application for
CHAMBERS sometime before that. KAPLAN said that as he recalled, he believed
that CHAWBERS worked as an editor fort abional Research Project but

that he did not know how long he worked there. After dinner with CHAMBERS,

he and CHAMBERS discussed their days at college and old times in general,
KAPLAN said that he could not be any more specific about their conversation.

He claimed that he never Saw CHAMBERS after that.

He never knew CHAMBERS.to have been a member of the Communi st
Party or connected with any espionage activity. He contimed that no. one
had ever recommended CHAMBERS to him for a Job with the National Research
Project, KAFLAN said that CHANFERS already had a job with the Project before
CHAMBERS contacted KAPLAN and, although CHMBERS' employment application was
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approved by KAPLAN,, aé)the vime it was approved, KAPLAN did not know that

the applicant CHAMBERS was the CHAMBERS whom he had known at Columbiz -
University.,

KAPLAN was asked whether gggﬂg@fé%LﬂEBM&Nnhad spoken to him .
about getting CHAMBERS a job with the abtional Research Project prior to -
CHAWBERS ' obtaining that employment, sTd KIPLAN 8T8 %h2% he was acquainted :
with SILVERMAN, who in 1937 was with the Railroad Retirement Board, but
SILVERNAN did not recommend CHAMBERS for the job. KAPLAN said that he
gld not intend to discuss SILVERAN any further and that he had told
interviewing agents all he knew about CHALIBERS,

. ~PENDTUNG ~
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NEW YORK .

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Will report the results of the interviéw with WHITTAKER CHAMBERS
in so far as it pertains to his personal history, background, and associates.
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ADMINTSTRATIVE PLCE

£t the present time there is being prepared in the New York Office
o separate report embodying a comprehensive statement of JaY DAVID WHITTAKER
CHAI'BERS concerning his personal history, background a&nd associates, in-
cluding those known by him in business, school, and his Communist under-
ground activity. It is contemplated that this report will be completed in
the immediate future, All leads in so far as they pertain to his background,
personal history, and associates have been set out heretofore by letter or
teletype to appropriate offices, therefore, in view of the status of the
present investigation, no leads are being set forth for other offices in
this report. Copies, however, are being designated for information pur-
poses for the Baltimore, Los hngeles and Washington Field Offices inasmuch
as they have recceived copies of the summary report and also may be requested
to conduct further investigation on the phase rclating to CHAMBERS' back-
ground and personal history.
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