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following agencies checked., Nothing derogatory or
additional noted: - The Credit Bureau, Stonss
Msrcantile Agency, MEPD, CSC, ONI and IDA. Files of
0SI, U, S, Air Force contained, loyelty and chavractexr
re*corbs dated 11-20-42 and 1-8-43. Nothing derogatory
discloged and described as loyal American., Passport
rsecords list no foreign travel, Records INS verified
naturalization accomplished by virtus of military sere
vice SATC, Boston University 10-9-18 to 12-13-18,
Neighbors and co-employees reported assocn.ation of

SIL 1th HARRY Dmm»mﬁm LAUCHI;EN \ \
Y. FR COE, SIL VERQQSTERS AI.GER

IDDWI! VICTORLPERLO end buN owever,
possessed no Zmowledge of Wn-American or subversive
activity or any information concerning transferal of
rugs ag alleged by CHAMBERS. Arvmy Alr Force assoclates
report aveilsbility of highly classified matters to
STILVERMAN, Allegations of CHAMBERS GREGORY met
forth, Iuterview of SILVERMAN at New York 4#-21-47 and
provious investigatlon summarxized.,
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Bureau letter to Washington Field Office dated 2-3-49 -
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born in Boston, Massachusetts and one son, RICHARD
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DETAILS: At Washington, Do.Cot
ere
I. BACKGROUND \
As_HISTORY

-,

Y ¢ ABRAHAM GEOILGM.V@RMAN was born on February 2, 1900 in Poland.
He immigratéd Trom Lliverpool, England, on March 1, 1906, arriving at Boston,
Massachusetts on March 11, 1906, He was naturalized at the United States-
District Court at Boston, Massachusetts on June 2L, 1921, under certificate of
naturalization number 1593507, SILVERMAN attended grade and high school
in Boston, Massachusetts, He later attended Boston University at Boston
from September, 1917 to June, 1919; no d egree received; - Harvard University,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, September, 1919 to June, 1921, when S.B. degree
received; = Leland Stanford University, Palc Alto, Galifornia, September,.
1922 to September, 1923; M.A. degree in June, 1923; Harvard University, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, September, 1923 to June, 192li, when A.M. degree .
received; ~ Harvard University, Cambridge, lassachusetts, during full academic
year 1928 to 1929 and received PhD in June, 1929,

“ SILVERMAN's employment in United States Government consisted of ther
followingg The Labor Advisory Board on Codes, National Recovery Administration,
October 1, 1933 until July 12, 193, when his services were terminated due to

<mws. inefficiency; Uo.S. Tariff Commission, November 1k, 193k until February 2,

1936; Federal Coordinator of Transportation, February 25, 1936 to March 15, 1936;
Railroad Retirement Board from March 16, 1936 to March 26, 1942; United States
Army Air Forces, War Department as civilian employee from March 27, 1942 until
August 18, 1945; from approxima tely August, 1945 until September, 1946 he was
affiliated with the French Supply Council, a part of the French Government

with offices at 1800 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. After leaving
the French Supply Council, he acted as a broker with other individuals in
Surplus Property until approximately the first of 1947 at which time he
cbtained a position as an executive with OHRBACH's, Inc., a large department
store in New York City. Other employment of SILVERMAN outside of the government
consisted of the following: From June, 192l until June, 1931 instructor at
Massachus ebts Institute of Technology; from 1930 to 1931 he also ssrved as a
professor at Babson Institute; from Septemberl93l to August, 1932 he
wasresearch associate abt the National Bureau of Executive Hesearch; from
September, 1932to August, 1933, a research associate on gold standard
(Rockefeller Foundation) and lecturer at Brown University.

SLIVERMAN's family consists of his wife SAREPSLEPIAN who was
ALL

S

June 29, 1926 at Boston, Massachusetts. =t

sl Y

Kisseloff-4252




bt

asy 1630 19th Street, NW;L4O B Street, SW; 2138 California Street, NW; 2325 15th

" B. ALLEGATIONS OF JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBIRS

. on December 3, 1948, with regard to another matter CHAMBERS advised he-

‘Fall of' 1936 or. the first part of 1937 under the name /g 'dPLTERa

" GEQRGE 6}V_§R&1AN, coo v'lth respect to SILVEHMAN “however, I recall nogilefinite’ urgmg

e ‘

WFO 7h=9l

Former res:.denees of SILVERMAN in Washington, D.C.-have been listed

Street, NW. ~His last known address as of August 12, 1948, was 255 West. 23rd
Street, New York City. 'On August 12, 1948, he descm.bed ha.mself before the
House Commlttee on Un~fmerican Act1v1t1es as unemployed. ,

On Auvgust 30, 19h8 JAY DAVID- '8HI'ITAKER CHAMBERS furnished the
following information before the House Un-American Activities Committee,
Second Session, 80th Congress, relative to ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN.
CHAMBERS. stated that at approximately the end of 1936 BETER told him "that
he had a troublesome comrade there, a man named GEORGEZSILVERMAN,. who was
the only member of the group who found the dues excessive® and PETIR asked
him, GHAMBERS, if he "would take on SILVERMAN and straighten him out on.the
guestion of the necessity of dues paying and in general keep up .his morale
which was very low', ‘

CHAMBERS described SILVERMAN as a Communist. He stated he knew
him to be a Communist because he and SILVERMAN had talked on the subject
and further that he SILVERMAN was introduced to him by“PETER with the under-
standing that he was a Communist. CHAMBERS testified he knew SILVERMAN for
at least a ygar perhaps longer., However during this period, he, CHAMBERS,
was known as ) )

It maybve noted that during the 1nterV1eW oi‘ CHAMBERS by
Spev..lal Agents Daniel F.X. Callahan and Frank G. Johnstone at Baltimore,

was introduced to one ggl_gge_l__BIK_QLby J, ~PETERS in New York City in ’Ghe

The report of Special Agent Frank G. Johnstone in instant
matter dated December L, 1948, at Baltimore, Maryland, contained a
signed statement executed by CHAMBERS on December 3, 1948, wherein he
stated ®I also arranged meetings between Coloneél BYKOV, HARRY DEXTER
WHITE and GEORGE SILVERMAN in Washington, D.C. I belleve that Colonel
BYKOV met each of these individuals to discuss with them their work for
him and the prospects of further developing their work and also possibly
to check on me'l,

: The repor’o of Special .&gent Joseph M. Kelly dated December 23,
1948, at New York City set out.the signed statement of CHAMBERS executed by
him on December 7, 1948, at New York City which reflected the following:

“With respect tc¢ my statements made to the FBI agents in
Baltlmore, Maryland on December 3, 19)48, concerning the meeting of Colonel
BYKQV v.g.’ch AIGER HISS, HENRY HILI“COLLINS,. JR, HARRY DEXTER WHITE, and_A,u

by Colonel BYKOV 0¥ SILVERMAN to commence furm.shlng any information it.
being noted that.SIIVERMAN at that time was employed by the.Railroad

Retirement Board and presumably not in a position to be able tQ furnish

o o
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information of interest to Colonel BYKOV, It was SILVERMAN's chief function
to keep his close friend HARRY DEXTER WHITE Yin lineW,

Also reflected in the above mentioned report was CHAMBERS!
sbatement of December 8, 1948, at New York City, which contained the
following information relative to SIIV ERMAN:

¥Tn connection with the payment of money or the bestowing of
gifts on the various people who turned over information to me I would
like to state that no one so far as I know was actuzlly given any money
for the services they rendered. However;, I do recall that possibly in the
end of 1936 BYKOV in one of this conversations with me suggested it might
be a good idea to give ALGHR HISS, HARRY LDEXCZR THIYS and A. GEORGE
SILVERMAN, 2 gift cf some kind. After some discussion BYKGV thouzht it
might be adviszble tc present each of them with an expensive mug. I
myself was not bookeen on the idea., However, BYKOV veceme somewhat
insistent and as a result I had inguiries made of an Armenian rug dealer
in New York City and arranged for the purchase of three Oriental rugs.
To the best of my recollection these rugs cost zboutb $200. I am rather
kagy on the acstual amount that was paid for these rugs but this amount
wag the price to the best of my present belief. BYKOV furnished me with
the money to make this purchase and as I recall it the three rugs were
sent by the &rmenian rug dealer via American Railroad Hxpress to the
home of L, GEORGE SILVERMAN in Washington, D.C.

#Prior to the delivery of the rugs in Washington I had informed
HISE JHHITE @nd SILVERMAN thet they were going to be presented with glfts
as' a. token of gratitude for the activities of the American Communists.
TWHITE and SILVERMAN were quite pleased with the fact they were going %o
receive this gift My recollection of the delivery ofrthe rugs is that
“STIVERMAN bécause of his close association with WMmade the delivery

wf *

£ his,"WHITE*s', In connection with the delivery of the rug for ALGER
HISS, I.recall one evening by prearrangement SILVERMAN put the rug in his
car drove it to a predesignated poind, a restaurant on Route One about
three or four miles East of College Park anc upon arrival there I got
out of HISS' car got the rug from SILVERMAN's car and carried it to HISS!
caro.® ‘

: 45 further set out in the above mentionesd report CHAMBERS
declared he recalls introducing BYKOV to A, GEORGE SIIVBRVAN sometime in
1937 in Washington; D.C. It was CHAMBERS recoilection that he drove in
SIIVERMAN's car to a designated place in Washington, D.C. where they

picked up BYKOV and proceeded to a restaurant located on Connecticut Avenue,
just abové the Rock Creek Park Bridge, CHAMBERS further recalled the
restaurant itself was not on the ground floor bubt was "one flight up®.
Following dinner CHAMBERS, STLVERMAN and BYKOV drove to another location

in Washington, D.C. where they picked up HARRY DEXTER WHITE and after
driving arcund the city for a short time got out of the car and walked )
for a short period of time, after which WHITE and SILVERMAN parted company
with BYKOV and CHAMBERS,

T Kisseloff-4254
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On fugust 30, 1948, CHAMBERS further testified before the Hoy se}{ W

Un-American Activities Gomm:Lttee that in 1937 when he had definitely dec:udéd
to break with the Communist Party he thought that if he left the party,
left Washington without leaving any trace of himself at all -~ first he
could be assassinated without any possibility of a motive being established
and furthermore there would be no record of anything he might have to say
about it later. Therefore he went to PETER - He did not recall whether
he went to PEIER first or SILVERMAN first but he informed PETER he could
not continue to float around Washington year after year without some kind
of cccupation or name. He asked GEORGE SILVERMAN to get him a job in the
government, PETER agreed to this separately.

e

SILVERMAN referred CHAMBERS to one_lBllIMQ:E.KABLAN who was
la.vmg in Philadelphia and employed by an organization called The Federal
Research. Project or the National Research Project. The exact title could
not be recalled by CHAMBERS, It was CHAMBERS! understanding that KAPLAN
and SILVERMAN together arranged for a job on the Federal payroll. He re-
ceived this appointment within a ma’s er of days, possibly within twenty
fouxr hours.

The report of Special Agent Frank G. Johnstone in instant matter
dated December 1k, 19L8 at Baltimore, Maryland, further reflected that in
the course of the interview of CHAMBERS on December 3, 1yh8, at Raltimore,
CHAUYBERS advised he broke with the Communist Party $sometime in about April,
19386 and does not know who took his place in the Communist apparatus.

He remembsred meeting GEORGE SILVERMAN in Washington, D.C. during 1938
after he CHAMBERS had broken with the party at which meeting SILVERMAN
advised him he was going to meet his Ryssian contact,

C. ALLEGATIONS OF GREGORY

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent Thomas G.
Spencer, dated mber 5, 1945, at New York City in the matter entitled
ENATHAN GREGO Y{SIMTER was; ETAL. ESPIONAGE - R%. In a signed
stalement executed by informant GREGORY on November 30, 1945, at New York
City, the following information was furnished concerning ABRAHAM GEORGE
SIL‘: ERMAN which is summarized as followss

GREGORY advised that GEORGE SILVERMAN is Jewish, graduate of

. Harvard University and is considered to be a brilliant mathematician and
statistician. GREGORY stated that SILVERMAN went to Washington, D.C. in
the early 1930ts and was employed by the Railroad Retirement.Board.
GREGORY believes that SILVERMAN possibly met WILLIAM LUDWIG ’ﬁﬁM&’M in
Washington, D.C. because both SILVERMAN and ULIMANN were members of the
Communist PYarty in Washington, D.C. GREGORY bellgévea that through ULLMANN
he became acquainted with Mr. and Mrs, NATHAN G~+STLVERMASTER, GREGORY
advised that after GEORGE STIVERMAN was assigned t6 the Pentagon Building
as a civilian employee in 1942 he became very friendly with both the
STLVERMASTERS and ULIMANN and was frequently at the SILVERMASTER home.
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GREGORY stated that shortly after being assigned to the Pentagon Building,
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SILVERMAN began to bring documents to the SILVERMASTER home. GREGORY
did not believe SILVERMAN actually knew that these documents were being
photographed. GREGORY believes that SILVERMAN was possibly under the

impression that \SILVERMASTER would read the documents, commit them mg
orless to memoryi and verbally" pass on the contents thereof to RO“IDER,

M @;he latter part of 19&2 through early 1943, GREGORY stated

. that from remarks made by SILVERMASTER!s wife and ULIMANNN it was learned

HARRY DEXTER WHITE former Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, was supplying
the SILVERMASTER group with information consisting of documents presumably.
obtained by him -in the course of his duties in the Treasury Department.
GREGURY stated some of these documents were delivered to the.SILVERMASTER .
residence by ULLMANN and others by SILVERMAN, both of whom were receiving
material from HARRY WHITE.

& ———————— o —.

— CUAIE
GREGORY stated that during the same period LAUCHLIN CURRIE was
friendly with the SILVERMASTERS and was particularly friendly with "GEORGE

CSILVERMAN, GREGORY stated that CURRIE did not supply SILVERMAN or the

SILVERMASTERs with any documents but did give information to SILVERMAN
orally on various matters;for example; on one occasion CURRIE informed

SILVERMAN ’obat the Unltnd States was on the verge of breaking the Soviet
codeo

GREGORY advised that also about this time he learned that
JRVING. XAPLAN who was ab that time connected with the War Production Board
was giving information that he obtained through the War Production Board to
GEORGE SILVERMAN. * SILVERMAN in turn gave the information to SILVERMASTER.

GREGORY informed that in the summer of 1943, a steady increasing
volume of mgterial was obtained by both ULIMANN and SILVERMAN which was _
subseqM»photographed and turned over to GREGORY to be transmitted to -
JACOB 10S. GREGORY stated about this time in the summer of 1943,
UIIMANT ceased developing photographs which he took and only gave GREGORY
undeveloped negatives which were turned over to GOLOS. GREGORY advised

“that the reason for this was that the number of rolls had increased to

such an extent that ULLMANN did mnot have the time or opportunity to develop
them, GREGORY did not have the occasion to actually see what was on the
negatives but from conversations had with ULIMANN and Mr. and Mrs.
SIIVERMASTER it was learned that the material which ULIMANN and ‘SILVERMAN
were obtaining and photographing included that on the following: aircraft
production figures, allocation and development of aircraft; results of
testing of aircraft; reports on efficiency of particular types of airplaness
technological developments in aircraft manufacture; statistics regarding
high octane aviation gasoline; personnél data -concerning important air
forces officerss opinions of aircraft personnel on other nations; Army
gossip of. developments concerning the planning, ‘construction and actual
completion of the B~29 bombers and proposed movements of these planes

when they were completed; data concerning the approximate scheduled date
of D~day; copies of directives issued by General Marshall a’gg information
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concerning the production, allocation and development of tanks, guns, and -
motorized equipment. GREGORY, stated that almost every conceivable type

of information relating to the Air Forces part in the War was included. -
A considerable volume of this material was brought to the SILVERMASTER
home in its original form, that is the documents themselves.

- GREGORY pointed out that during this entire period GEORGE
SIIVERMAN °. was a civilian employee of the War Department stationed in the
Pentagon Building and ULIMANN was also s tationed in the Pentagon building
at the same time, therefore GREGORY advised it was not possible to state
definitely what infommation was supplied to the SILVERMASTERs by SILVERMAN.
and what was supplied by ULLWMANN, GREGQORY stated both ULIMANN and SILVERMAN
continued to bring documents and papers from the Pentagon-buildirg to the
SILVERMASTER home until at least September, 1944 and the wpolume of materlal

.constantly increased,

Reference is made to New York letter to the Director, Febyuary 13,
1947, copy to Washington Field, reflecting the following information obtained
by Special Agent Thomas G. Spencer and Joseph M. Kelly as a result of '
numerous interviews with Informant GREGORY, The only time GREGORY saw
SILVERMAN was in the Spring of 19LL on the occasion of her being present
at the SILVERMASTER'Ss residence and SILVERMAN arrived. It was recalled
by GREGORY that most of the time that particular evening was spent with’
"HEL SILVERMASTB.R in the kitchen and that SILVERMAN and SILVERMASTER
and perhaps ULIMANN were in the living room, When SILVERMAN was leaving
however, he walked through the kitchen and HELEN SILVERMASTER casually
3.ntr0ducecl GREGORY to him under a fictitious name,

It may be noted that ELIZABBTH TERRELIABENTLEY testified before
the Committee on Un-American Activities, House o? epresentatlves 3

- Second Session, 80th Congress, regarding fommunist espionage in the United

States Government on July 31, 1948, August L, 1948, August 9, 1948, Kugust 10
and 11, 1948, According to the recorded testlmony of Miss BENTLEY she
furm.shed substantially the same information concerning ABRAHAN GEORGE .
SI}E,VEFWA‘ITr as that prenously set forth,

D. INTERVIEW OF ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent John T.
Hilsbos, dated April 21, 1947, at New York City in the matter entitled
BGREGORY, Espionage ~ R". ABRAHAM GEORGE. SILVERMAN was interviewed by Special
Agents FRANCIS D. O'BRIEN and JOSEPH M. KELLY on April 15, 1947 in SIIVERMAN's
office.on the sixth floor of the OHRBACH Department Store in New York
City. The result of this interview is described as follows: SILVERMAN
was questioned in a general manner regarding his employment in Washington,
D.C. during the past thirteen years. - He elaborated to some extent on his
DbackBround and listed his government employment covering period 1933 to
I9L5 and furnished substantially the same information as that being set
out -in detail in instant report. He also explained that subsequent to his
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sst government position he was for a time connected ‘with the French S
Gounc.Ll and for the past Several months had been with OHRBACH,
capacity of Vlce—yres:tdent, It was established this positiqg
a close perscnal [riendship which originated when JEROME Ke7{ CHRBACH, was
abtbached to the Army Lir Forces as a Colonel during the recent war and in
the ccursa of his dutics became acguainted with SLLVERMAN,

WFO 7h~9k

SILV ia4AN was asked whethz+» anyone to his knowledge or suspicion
nad ever solicited secreb, restricted or confidential governmental
information from him and whether or not he had complied with such request

" if ary had been made. He denied any knowledge of requests of this nature

being made of him. Also he never suswechted anyone with whom he has ever

“teen in conversation of avtempting to .elicit - such inférmation from him

indirectly, SILVIRMAY combinued that througihout the period of 1940 unbil

he concluded his govermment employment he was always very "security con-
scious® and thut he had bzen alarmed ssveral times by the mbther careless
heandling of top secret documents in the War Department and that he was so
zealous in attenpting to protect nis official informabion that he never

took from nis office any documents whatsoever although he said that such .
progcedure was possibls if the employee desired to work on a mabter at home.

STIVERKAN admitied his acqaamtance with NATHAN GREGORY SILVEHNASTER,
also that he had visited the bTLV”MI&ST“‘R house on Sevoral occasions over a
perioa cf approximahaly three years, namcly 19141--191;4. He also stated that

i £ -STLV i 45TER wvieited his home .n a. reuprocal basis, namely a social basis.

He added thab on infregueat. visits to the SILVERMASTER home he had never had

any reason to believe that SILVERMASTER or his wife, HSLT'\I was engaged in -

ootamm& mfo;mab_,.on for the Communist Party or any mrelgn government .
whep hewas asked if such a possibility sesmed reasonable in view of their -
ﬁxorcssed pollt.lcal philoscphy he evaded an answer by saying that the
SILVEEMASTERs were “progressive minded® but that he certainly could not

‘say that he saw any evidence of espicnage activity on their part. He -

deseribed all of his v1s,:.ts to the SILVERMASTER home as routine social .
calils and said that a variety of topics were discussed. SILVERMAN denied .
inowledge that sither of the SILVIRMASTERs were Communist Party members .
or sympathizers, however, he did not state that neither of the SILVERMASTERSs
was pre~C ox*..nutlotvben specifically guestioned. :

Viith further reference to SILVERIM.STER he: explamed that 11: is
kis recollection that he and his wife had been introduced .to the SILVER-
M4 S‘fiﬁu at a party in Washingbton, D.C.,.the details of which he.did not
reczll and that thereafber he began seeing Mr. SILVERMASTER during the
course of his official duties. He claimed to be somewhat shocked by the
meye suggestion that the SLLVERMASTERS were allegedly engaged in any -
espionage activities. He st.ted that he did not believe that SILVERMASTER
was capable of carrying ouh any type of espionage activity which-would .-
reguire decisions $o te made on his part. He stated that when he visited
Lhe SLLTEREASTER home he wes 1°ua11y accompanied-by his wife. and that these
v;s_nu became ratnse Guil Uecause of the authoritative attitude. which both
i and Mrs. SILVERLSIMR possessed on every subject that was belng discussed.

11~
Kisseloff-4258




. WFO 7L4-9l

He stated he and his wife virtually ceased social relata.ons with the
SILV.ERMASTERS early in 1945 and explained that the SILVERMASTERS seldom
responded to invitations to the SILVERMAN home. He said when they did make .
a call and come to his home their visits were.so brief that both he and

his wife became disgusted. SILVERMAN also denied.that he had ever been

a member of the Communist Party and stated that his membership had never
been solicited in either Washington or any other locality. He also claimed.

to have no knowledge whatever of any Communls’o Party activities in ‘the
Dlstrlct of Golumbiao .

' Wlth reference to WILLIAM LUDWIG ULLMANN, SILVERMAN declared he
had become acquainted with ULLMANN while the latter was .employed in the
Monetary Research Division of the United States Treasury Department, under
HARRY DEXTER WHITE, whom SILVERMAN described as one of his closest friends.
He claimed not | to have seen much of ULIMANN until the latter commenced
his duties in the Pentagon as an Air Forcé officer and said that ULIMANN

. was in the same section of the Materiel Command in which he was employed.
He denied any knowledge or suspicion that ULIMANN was ever engaged in
1llegally securing and transmitting information to unauthorized persons. -
He mentioned that when he usually saw ULIMANN was occasions of his visits
to the SILVERMASTER home and then volunteered he had some difficulties of
a personal nature with ULIMANN resulting over some of the latter's activities
with female employees of the Army Air Forces. He admitted that to his
s knowledge ULIMANN was an accomplished photographer but denied any know-
ledge of ULLMANN's having photographed governmental . documents. . He admitted,
however, that on occasion of some of his visits to the SILVERMASTER home he
was in the basement and noted a quantity of méchanical equipment, mentioning
spec:.fmally some maghine tools., SILVERMAN claimed to be totally ignorant
< of any photography and sstated he could not state whether or not ULLMANN
“™did in.fact have an elaborate laboratory for photography in the basement
5 "oi‘ the SILVERMASTER home.

v
AA [ p—

personally fond of ULIMANN.and characterized him as a Ypampered individual -
who had too much money and was not well mdnnered or well behaved". He
3 denied that he knew or suspected that ULIMANN was -ever a Communist Party
N member or sympathizer, : -

-
= ¢ He went on to some length to convey the 1mpress:.on he was not
\.

A%

sk " SILVERMAN was questioned concerning his exact duties while
' ‘i’ employed by the United States Army Air Forces. He stated he was entrusted
~%W3_Lth a great deal of research in handling the logistical problem with .

v respect to the development of the B-29 bomber and in fact had made a trip,

‘t to Salina, Kansas to make final preparations for the First Wing of the 20th
<} Air Force which went to the Pacific. SILVERMAN denied he was the individual
‘who had allegedly supplied information to the SIIVERMASTERs concerning -
virtually all aspects of the B-29 program. When he was asked whom he might
suggest as the individual who could have furnished such information he
stated the answer was obviously ULIMANN, He-qualified this, however, by
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stating that he would have to know as a matter of fact that the SILVERMASTERs
were given such information before stating that ULLMANN might have furnished
1%, He was unable to suggest 'any other source available to-the SILVERMASTERS
for such information. He denied that he was the individual who furnished -
information %o the date of D-Day stating that he could not have furnisheéd
this fact betcause he had not been told of the invasion date., He denied ever

having in possession officially or otherwise any directives of General
GEORGE Gt HALL and said he had no idea how the SILVERMASTERS could have

obtained tlose directives because ULIMANN l:Lkew:Lse did not oi‘flclally have
access to such material.,

SILVERMAN was then interrogated in the matter of whether or.
not he had ever heard that this ¢ountry was allegedly on the verge of
./ breaking the R ssian code and he insisted he had no knowledge of this
§ } f matter wha’o'soever, . It will be recalled that informant GREGORY alleged that
N “  LAUCHLIN.CURRIE had informed the SILVERMASTERs via SILVERMAN of this
g - matter bﬁﬁ““SIﬁV‘ERMAN was not confronted with thé name of CURRIE as- his.
J % ! alleged source,

"_ZP ) lﬂu(’}_,-‘/:/‘.;‘;
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SILVERMAN readily admitted his very personal relatlonshlp with
IRVING JAPLAN. and stated he was an individual with whom he had ‘frequently
» .1 . discussed the various phases of activity of War product:.on work. He denied
' he had ever transmitted in any fashion information which might come inbto his
{ Dbossession through KAPLAN to the SILVERMASTERS, He described KAPLAN as a
i - New-Dealer® like himself and said he had no knowledge of, or reason to
. believe that KAPLAN was a Communist or pro~Russian.. He stated that KAPLAN
pr e was Jjust another individual who had gone to Washington out of admiration
o for the late President Roosevelt and exerted his best ei’forts to help win
. the war,
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Tith respect to SSI';'&&_@ SILVERMAN explained that he had met
this individual once to the best of his recollection, and said this
occasion was-a social affair in Washington, D.C. He claimed to know ADLER -
only in a general way and said he understands.that he was a Treasury
Depart,ment employee who was abroad during most of  the period of the war.
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Concernlng‘th‘ANﬂéEm SILVERMAN declared he was well acquainted
+with the COEs and had met h:Lm through an earlier acquaintanceship with
COE's  brother who had been a student of his at Brown University. In his
opirion.COE was a high type government employee and SIIV ERMAN intimated

that he was on rather close terms with him. A% thls po:.nt he. ment.loned
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SILVERMAN reuues ted permission to explain his political |
philosophy as it concerns international relations. He conténded to be
of the opinion that the Upited Nations is doomed to failure unless the
United States.and Russia reconcile their differences and that he has
never been an extremist but rather one who follows a Mmiddle of.the road¥
course. - He said he still thought it possible that the two countries might
be able to compromise their differences but he insisted any admiration he

m'(‘* :
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has for Ryssia is outweighed by his 1éyalty to the United States.

‘desired to reduce his statements to writing for his signature. He requested

l“ '
4
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SILVERMAN was advised by the 1nterview1ng agents that it was

the agent to telephone him at his office at 2:30 P.M. on April 16, 1947
and declared that the only conditions under vhich he would con51der
furnishing a.statement would be that the statement should be prepared by
the agents, ther furnished to him for perusal by himself, his attorney and
possibly his employer, and that he would thereafter decide whether or not
to sign. Inasmuch as the procedure outlined by SILVERMAN would obviously
result in his being able to make any number of copies of any statement as
soon ashe received it; as well as his possible discussicn of the matter
with other persons at’ least his attorney, it was felt inadvisable by the
interviewing azents to push the matter further.

B. HCUSE CUMITTEE Ol UN~AMERICAN ACTIVITIES

The following excerpts were obtained from the recorded testimony
of irdividuals before the House Un-American Activities Committee, Second
MeOSLOu, ECtL Uongrezs ra2garding Communist espicnase in the United States
“Yoverrment: .

(o sugust 5, 19,3, ALGER HISS on direct questioning ddvieea

shat to the best of LLu k-ouladge he did not know ABRAHAM GEORGY SILVERMAN,
Cn “wgust 9, 1948, Miss GILDA DeFRANK BURKE on di rect ;nterrogat;on advised
that she was mplo;ed a8 Secrebary to NATHAN GREGORY STLVIRMASEER. at the
Faem Security Adrisdsiration during 1653 and &t Lhe ’ar Assets Administrabion
from 194k to 1SLhE. She presented a telephone number locaber which she
need while so employed and among individuals listed was the name of GEORGE
SILVERMAN. On August 10, 1948, WILLIAM IUDWIG ULIMANN refused to answer
the direct question as o whether he knew ABRAHAM GECRGE SILVERMAN on
grounds that it might tend to incriminate him,

On August 12, 1948, SILVERMAN testified before the above mentioned
comuittee; however, he refused to answer direct questions on the grounds that
he was exercising his constitutional privileges against self>1ncr1m1nat10n
under the Fifth Amendment,

On August 13, 1948, LAUGHLIN CURRIE testified that he had first
met SILVERMAN waen he, CURRIE was a graduvate student at Harvard University
and SILVERMAN was an econcmist at MIT and that their acquaintance was
resumed when CURRIE came to Vashingten, D.C. at which time SILVERMAN was
an employee of the Railroud Retirement Board. WRRIE denied that he
gave auy information Yo STLVERVAN or to VERMASTER. regarding China
relations or thet he advised n!LVERMAP‘f%at the United Staises had almost
vroken the Russiii oole. Wt '
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. IRVING -KAPLAN and 1n_formed KAPLAN that he had just returned to Washington

WFO 7h-9l

- On sugust 13, 19h8 _HARRY DEXTER WHITE testified that he knew
ABRAHAM GFORGE SILVERMAN %r&ry well and that SILVERMAN worked for him for a
short period of time in the Division of Monetary Research, United States
Treasury Department. This employment was brought about when the Foreign
Exchange policy was being established and they needed excellent statisticians.
WHITE requested SLLVERMAN's supervisor for permission to borrow him a .
few months which was so granted.,

On August 13, 1918 ’Mu testified he met ABRAHAM GEORGE -

SILVERMAN twice, which -occasions ‘were believed to be through a car pool.
_ On. August 13, 1948, FRANK COE testified he first met SILVERMAN, he
belleved in 1943 at Brookings -Institute and subsequently knew him
soc:Lally in Washington, D.C..

F° PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION '

& le’o’cer from Mrs. VICTQR%RLO dlvorced wife of VlQ.T*.Ru.BEBLO.,. '
- postmarked April 1k, 19Ll;, at Fort Worth, Texas, was made available to the
Washington-Field Offlcea In this letter, Mrs, PERLO gave a partial list
of "the.Communist underground group-in Washington, D.C. On this list was
GEORGE SILVERMAN of the Railroad Retirement Board. Mrs. PERLO in an.inter~
view at a later, date with Special Agents Wirt R. Jones and Sidney M. Wolf
indicated SILVERMAN had endeavored to sever his connections with the
Communist Party but had been unsuccessful. She alleged that SILVERMAN was
-afraid that he would be punished by the Communists if he severed his -
connections w1th the group.

- On Dccember 10, 1945, Gonfldentlal Informant T-l an 1nd1v1dual

N i‘am:.llar with the act:.vﬂ:«ws and affairs of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERIMN over a

considerable period of time during 1945 and 1946 andmHo in the past has
furnlsk}fed relidble information, advised that DOROTHYAKAPLAN, the wife of
ﬁVJNGfMPLAN contacted SILVERMAN and requested SILVEBMAN'S asmstance in
help:.ng to, have her husband return from Furope sooner.

On December 22, 1945, upec:lal Agent Anker B. Harbo observed a
woman believed to be Mrs, DOROTHY KAPLAN and GEORGE SILVERMAN having lunch
together at.Fan and Billts Restaurant, 1132 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washingon,
D,C. After which she departed for New York City to meet her husband IRVING
'KAPLAN who was returning. from Europeo

On Decémber 23, 1945, Confidential Informant T-1, previously
descrlbed advised that IRVING KAPLAN contacted GEORGE SILVERMAN and adv1sed
he, KAPLAN would return to Washington, D.C. on Christmas Day. On .
December 31 1945, Confidential Informant T~l stated that GEORGE -
‘SILVERMAN had breakfast with "LAUCHEIN. CURRIE, at the Savay-Plazg in New
York City. On February 7, 1946, T-1 advised that SILVERMAN contacted

on the previous evening, _“hereupon they agreed to meet together some .

- evenlng in the near future.

w“y
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Confidential Informant T-1 advised that SILVERMAN was a member

of a business organization which yas dealing in government ,surplus commodities

nd was composgfl of the followi eoples CHRISTOPHER Wﬁﬁ!ﬂ ERWIN M,_

ABFER, JORH OULD and F ONOLLY3 also that SILVERMAN was constantly

frequen’t contact with these persons and through the op ations of this

gaenization he has alsc been in contact with CHARLOTT ITT and MAT _
/MU.RRRY*-* According to T-1 these contacts did not “indicate any significance

“ ! as to possible espicnage activity.

WFO TL-9L

On March 12, 1946, Special Agents Howell Webb and Anknr B, Harbo
observed STLVERMAN 1eave hlg office in the French Supply Council and
proceed to the home of DAVID-WRINTRAUB.. When SILVERMAN entered the WEINTRAUB
house he was carrying a brown paper package about the size of a book. He
did not have the package when he lel’s ‘the house,’

With regard to WEINTRAUB, the personnel file of GHORGE N.
ER/&Z.TCH,, former director, Industrial Rehahilitation Division, Yugosavian
/ Mission, UNRRA, reflects the name DAVID WEINTRAUB formerly Director, National
Research project, Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation, State Department, Wash-
ington, D.C. as a reference in his application for employment with UNRRA.
It was observed on the eyening of February 2, 1946, by Special Agents MAURICE A.
‘ TAYLOR, LAMBERT G. ZAND, and FLOYD L. J ONES of Wa hington Field the follow-

ing persons attended g/ party at the residence of ROT, M. CQI{NELISO 2909
ING and DOROTHY APLAN HA/ Y and BEATT DOFF,

‘ Olive-Avenue, NW. AL ik

BJLTRIWA\T EDL? "ZGERALD, the DAV]D WEINTRAUBs and
others,’

Confidential Informant T~2, an individual familiar with the
i; affairs and contacts ozél{e} Soviet Embassy who has furnished considerable

» el:La.b e 1nformatlon in past admsed that on December 28 l9hh

; Embas’sy in Yy’ashlngton, D.C. to have lunch with him at the Carlton Hotel
\on January 3, 191150 Confldentlal Ini‘ormant T-2 could of fer %ﬂ;her

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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J\ Confldedt'la.zrlnfomant 'I"—-l ‘advised that a par‘b:.cularly close
*!\ - social relationship existed between the SILVERMANS and the KAPLANS and that
>+  they visited each other and frequently associated socially. Op April 5;

| N 1946, Confidential Informant T-l reported that_IRVING KAPLAN had conversed
M. ., with SILVERMAN concerning the preparation of photdstatic copies of an
—/ unidentified document. T-1 could furnish nothing further concerning the
3 nature or identity of the aforementioned document.

Special fgzents of the Washington Field Office, FBI have observed -
and hlS Wlfe having frequenu soclal contacts with VIRGI\IIUS_

his w:ife 5 HELEN, WAL] “ﬁ AM LUD"IIG ULLM!LNPJ "IRVING and DOROTHY KAPLJW CHRIS~
TO HER and FLORENCEJ AGNER, the DAVID ! WETI\'TRA” Bs and obhers ¢ durlng the
pericd from December,\lﬁ?hb to November, 19LE.

s ’
~

Confidential Informant T~1 also advised that GEORGE SILVZRMAN
was known to be a confidlant Jf HARRY DEXTAR WHITE and that WHITE had sought
SILVERMAN®!s advice on personal prcovlems and zaa several private conferences

Y with him- Also that TAUCHITN GURRTRE is a colleague of SILVERMAN and has
had considerable conbacht wiii o.m .n Wast:ingbon, D.C. and in New York Civy.

..\x "Further that CURRIE has sought the advice of SIIVERMAN on his business

J: problems and apparently had great confidence in SILVERMAN's judgment.
%

. Confidential Informant T-1 also advised that SOLOMON/MDLER was
T in contacht with SIIVERMAN immediately after he,ADLEI!%,returned to Whe
~'United States from Chinz in July of 1946. They were together several times
*‘;‘ in the ensuing days before ADLER returned to China in Augusi. Tl could

, furnish nothing further concerning the above contact nor the nature of a
©  discussion resulting therefrom.

1 -—

N ) On May 1, 19L46, Confidenti al Informent T-1 advised that SILV&RMAN
" contacted his wife and informed her thab\ UDWIG,believed to be WILLIAM
. LUDWIG ULIMANN, wished to see him right’ away. ’_Tml could furnish no
\further ~lnfcmmazclon concerning these prospective’ v:Ls:Lts or the nature of
\“%the subject to be discussed, : '

\\\ On QOctober 23, 19h6, GEORGE SILVERMAN and GEORG P}t.RAZICH .
were observed by Spec:_al Agent N. W. HUGHES and Special A:gen A.S. Brent

™ meebing a third dlvmua}_ for lunch. This third individual was later
identified as VASA RZFNLIC.. . '

N Confidential Informant T3 s another governmental agency which
‘conducts security investigations, advised on June 11, 196 that ¥it had
‘received a report from Italy to the effect that VASA. SRZENTIC planned o '
leave for the United States soon as a member of the YUGOSLAVIAN Commerce v
Delegation; that he is a member of the Central Committee for Serbia.

He is said to be an agent of the International Communist Party and one of
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his tasks on the trip to the United States will be to contact Communist
leaders. ™

On October 26, 1946, Confidential Informant T-1 advised that
BEORGE SILVERMAN conferrad with HARRY DEXTER WHITE at which time they
agreed to meet the next morning in an nrmamed park about 10300 a.m.
SILV ERMAN stated that he wanted to talk with WHITE about several things
and he would know about it the next day because HARRY MAGDOFE had gone
to New York City. T~l1 could offer no further information concerning ’Ghe
planned meeting of WHITE and SILVERMAN in the unnamed park.

On November L, 1546, MAGDOFF, SILVERMAN and WHITE were
observed in confesrence at WHITEt!s apartment by Special Agents M.A.
Taylor and A.S. Brent, The subject matter of this conference was
not known to the observing agents,
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II, MISCELLANEOUS

A. CREDIT AND CRIMINAL

A report from Stones Mercantile fgency dated May 15, 1936, regarding
A, GEORGE SILVERMAN was made available to Special Agent Herbert S. Hawkins.
This report reflected SIIVERMAN’s address as 2138 California Street, No Wo from
October 1, 1933 to November 1, 1934, It indicated that SILVERMAN came to
Washington from Providence, Rhode Island. His credit record was sabtisfactory.

This report contained a newspaper clipping from the Evening Star,
a daily Washington; Do C. newspaper dated June 2
JILVERMAN'!s suspension from the Labor AdvisoryBoard, No Ro A.y@s the result
of a statement in vhich he charged Dr. GUSTAWPECK and SIDNEY HILLMAN, of

g e, > pindt- g "“:Zu

"misleading labor in their own interesto!

The files of the Credit Bureau concerning A, GEORGE SIILVERMAN were
made available to Special Agent Herbert S, Hawkins on March 21, 1949, wherein
contained a report dated December 27, 1945 on ABRAHAM GEORGE SIIVERMAN, which
reflected his address as 2325 15th Street, No W, since January of 1939, The
credit report was satisfactory. This report revealed SIIVERMAN formerly lived
at 2138 California Street, N, Wo for two years and prior to that at 102
Hammond Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts,

A foreign report dated November 17, 1942, from Boston, Massachusetts
listed final eiti enship papers, Docket #1593504, United States District Cowrd

at Boston, Massachusetts were issued to SILVERMAN on June 24, 1921, His birthe
place was listed as Warsaw, Poland,

“mre
7 The indices of tﬁé‘\Metropolitan Police Dgpartment, Washingtony, D, Cs,
were searched with regard to, ABRAHAM CGEORGE SILVERMAN, his wife, SARA SLEPIAN
and his son, RICHARD ALLEN SILVERMAN; however; these indices failed to reveal
any arrest record relative to the aforementioned individuals,

B, _GIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

" Miss E, M. REDINGTON » Secretary to the Chief of the Service Record -
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Division, Civil Serviece Commission, made available the service record file
of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN t5 Special Agent Robert E. Ienihan on March 2,
1949,

The aforementioned file of the Ciwal Service (oumission reflected
that ABRAHAM GEORGE SIIVERMAN was bomn on February 2, 1900 in Poland., He '
was allowed a five point veterants prefersnce in August 1, 1935 on the basis
of hiz service in the United States Army from October 9, 1918 to December 13,
1918, This record further reflects that SILVERMAN received an exception
appointment as Assistant to the Labor Adviscory Board, National Recovery
Administration, Washington, D, C» 2t $10.00 per day on Sepbembsr 13, 1933,

7 He was discharged withoubt prejudise on July 12, 1934 and at the time
of his dizcharge was holding the position of Chief Statistician, grade 14,
at $4500 per annum., He received an excepied appointment as Special Expert,
Sendior Economisth, P=5, at $4600 per amnum, United States Tariff Commission
at Washington, Do Co on Novembser 14, 1934 and resigned withoub prejudice
on February 24, 1936. .

He received an excepted appoinitment as Research Assistant
at $6500 per annum, Federal Coordinator of Transportation, Washington, Do Ce
on February 25, 1936 and resigned on March 15, 1936, He received an
initial appointment (classified status) as Chief Economist, P<7, at
$6500 per armum, Railroad Retirement Board, Washington, D. Ceo on April 16,
" 1936, He was promoted to Research Director, P=3 at $8,000 per annwm at
the Railrcad Rebirement Board, Buresu of Research Information Service,
Washingben, Do Co on August 16, 1939, and was separated by transfer to the
War Department under Executive Order #9067 on March 26, 1942.

He waz appcinted Special Production Specialist, CAF=15 at $8250
per annum, Army Air Force Materiel Division at Washington, D. C. on March 27,
1942, He was reassigned per re-crganizatiom March 29, 1943 as Chief
Production Specialisb, CAF=15 at $8250 per annum; Army Air Force, Assistant
Chief of Air Sbaff, Materiel Maintenancee and Digtribution Division, Washington,
Do Co on April 16, 1943, He was promoted to Economist, P=8, at $8500 per
annum, Headguarters Army Air Force, Assistant Chief of Air Staff Materiel
and Service Control Division, Washington, D. Co on September 16, 1944.

He received a ‘pay' increase (especially meritorious) on October 16,
1944, He was separated by resignaticn "because of the end of the war and to
acceph a position oubtside of the Federal Government, August 18, 1945.%
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The records of the Civil Service Comission further reflect that
ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN, Selection #478784, furnished the following infor-
mation on form 375 filed in connection with non-competitive examination
on August 31, 19393

"Education
Attended Boston High School, Boston, Massachusetis from
September 1913 to June 1917, Attended Boston University,
Boston, Massachusetts from September 1917 to June 1919,
Attended Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts
from September 1919 to June 1921 and received an So. Bs
Degree in Economics. Attended Ieland Stanford University,
Palo Albo, California from September 1922 to September 1923,
receiving an Mo A. Degree in Economics. Abtended Harvard
University, Cambridge, Massachusetts from September 1923
to June 1924 receiving an A. M. Degree in Economics and
attended Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusebts
in 1930 receiving a P. Ho Degree in Economics.

¥Employmsnt
From May 1922 to October 1923 as Research Assistant ab
$1500 per ammum, Food Research Imstitute, Stanford
University, Palo Alto, California from 1923 to 1924 as
Research Assistant (part-=time), Federal Reserve Bank,
Boston, Massachusebts, from June 1924 to September 1924,
employed United States Department of Commerce, Division of
Building and Housing as Research Assistant, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, From September 1924 to June 1931 as
Instructor in Economics and Statisties at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetis.
From September 1924 to June 1931 as Consulting Statistician
and Economist and professor of Statistics, Babson Institube,
Cambridge, Massachusebts. From September 1931 to fugust 1932,
as Research Associate at $3600 per amnum, National Bureau of
Economics Research, New York, New York, From September 1932
to June 1933 as Iecturer in Statistics’and Research Associate
in Economicsy; Brown University and Rockefeller Foundation,
Providence, Rhode Islands o o o o o o o(SILVERMAN thereupon
listed his service in the United States Government which was
substantially the same as previously reported from his
Civil Service Commission record. It was noted that SILVERMAN

made no rslen”c.ion of his dismissal from the Labor Advisory Board,
No Ro Ao

Kisseloff-4268

e




WFO 7494

"Military Service
Enlisted in Student Army Training Corps, Boston University,
Boston, Massachusetts September 1918 and was honorably
discharged December 1918,%

Mro Jo G. CHANDIER, Room 353, Civil Service Commission, Eighth and
F Streets, No Wo, advised Special Agent Robert E. Lenihan that the Mail and
Files Section records of his office reflect that on August 28, 1936  SARA...
SLEPTAN SILVERMAN, wife of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN was employed as a Case
Supervisor in the Public Assistance Division of the Board of Public Welfare,
Government of the District of Columbia,

. Mr3, B. E., CARROLL, Appointment Clerk, at the Central Office of the
Civil Service Commission, made available to Special Agent William Jo Staten
SILVERMAN®s status report maintained by that agency. This file contained the
same information as previously set forth relative to STLVERMAN's Federal
employment, There was nothing additional reflected in this file and further
information concerning SILVERMAN's United States Government employment is
being set forth in detail under separate caption in instant report.

Mr, Ho C, TAPFRICH, Examiner, Release of Information Unit,
Tovestigations Division, Civil Service Commission, advised Special Employee
Charles E. Matthews, Jr. that an exhaustive search of the confidential
investigative files of the Civil Service Commission failed to reveal any
record relative to ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN

Co OFFICE OF NAVAL INTEILIGENGCE

On February 14, 1949, M IORING GINGELL, Office of Naval Intelligence,
Room 40465, Pentagon Building, advised Special &gent Phillip H. Wilson that a
search was made of the Qffice of Naval Intelligence files and no record was found
concerning ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN; however, he suggested that a check be made
of the files of the Army-Navy Industrial Review Board, a Board that conducted
investigation regarding certgin individusls of suspected disloyalty.

(n February 15, 1949, Mrso. AGNES FRANKS, Room 1809, Main Navy Building,
in charge of the Provest Marshal!s Records, advised that the records of the
investigation conducted for the Army and Navy Industrial Review Board were
destroyed where the investigation revealed information that was favorable,
-Records in which derogatory information may be found was reduced o microfilm,
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Mrs. FRANKS stated that this microfilm has deteriorated beyond use.

She further reported a search of the files maintained by the
Provost Marshal revealed no record relative to ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN.

Do INTELLIGENCE DIVISION OF THE ARMY

The records of the Intelligence Division of the Army made available
to Special Agent Chester Co. Crawfond were reviewed February 15, 1949 and
reflected that the "Investigation Division records contained no intelligence
information on ABRAHAM GECRGE SILVERMAN other than FBI information.™

A review of the records of this agency failed to disclose.any
additional pertinent information

B, OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

The files of the Office of Special Investigation; United States Air
Force concerning ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN were made available to Special Agent
Chester Co Crawford and a review on February 1l, 16, and 17, 1949 revealed the
following informationg

le Loyalty and character report dated November 20, 1942; subjecth:
SILVERMAN , ABRAHAM GEORGE. During the course of this investigation
the following people were interviewed:

Three personal references (not identified), who had known SILVERMAN
from nine to ‘twenty years.. Also managers of aparitment houses at
present and former addresses.

The report reflected that those consulted under the scops of the
investigation agreed Mr. SILVERMAN is 100% loyal to the United
States and that any alien or umpatriotic sympathies are completely
foreign to his experience or interest. SILVERMAN was regarded as
a man of excellent habits and character. He was considered
"capable, upright, honest, and fearlesso"

It Was concluded by the above agency after completing ‘the above

investigation that SILVERMAN was loyal to the United States and worthy and
fit for employment in the United States Government,
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Res In a loyalty and character veport dated January 8, 1943,
on ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN, additional investigation was
conducted with the sole view of determining the organizations
in which STILVERMAN was reportedly a member, Information had
been received from a confidential agency which indicated. that
SILVERMAN was a member of the Capital City Forum, Washington,
Do Co3 Imague for Industrial Democracy; and a subscriber
to the magazine “Socialism®, The reporbt stated #it appears
that the two organizations referred te above are cdmposéd of
persons who endorse a liberal social poliey that are classified
as "Soecialists® and disbinguished from the more radical
group known as Communists, They believe in presenting ideas
for a social reform in a peaceful manner and in accord with
democratic methods, They do not advocate the overthrow
of our present form of Government, The Government agency
contacted does not consider them 16 be dangerous or wn=American,

“Persons contacted described SILVERMAN as one of the above.
He appears to be a man excellent background having been
educated at Harvard College, Stanford University and Harvard
University Graduate School.

"He holds & responsible position with the Air Force and has been
.engaged in Govermment work for many years. He is regarded by
all sources as a loyal American citizeén.n

‘3o Personnel Security Questionnaired” employee's statement dated

August 24, 1942 signed by 4, G.YSILVERMAN, This questionnaire
listed SILVERMAN®s address as 2325 15th Street, No Wo He was

born February 2, 1900 at Przasnysz, Poland, He was naturalized
on June 24, 1921 in the United States District Court, Boston,
Massachusetts, Certificate of Naturalization #1593507.

SILVERMAN listed his relatives as/follows:
- Mother REBECCASTLVERMAY, born in Poland,
naturalizede ‘
Father DAVID%EILVERMAN born in Poland
X naturalizede " ’

He also listed the following named people as relativesg howeﬁers

the degree of relationship was illegible as reported in this
questionnaires
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SARAH/STLVERMAN, 1215 Blue Hill,
Boston, Massachusebbs, school teacher,
born Bosten, Massachusetts.

ASILVERMAN, 1756 Q Street, No Woy
Washington, Do Co, Assistant Zconomie
Analyst, born Boston, Massachusetts,

LEI\‘IA)‘/G’O/HENs 19 Baptist, Dorchester,
Massachusetts; housewife, born Poland.

His wife was listed as SARAH _STEPIAN SIIVERMAN, 2325
15th Street, No Wo, soiZl Worker, born il Massachusettss

His son was RICH \RILS ILVERMAN, 2325 15th Street; No W,
student, alS0 born“in Boston, Massachusetts,

SILVERMAN continued by listing his education and his
employment record which was substantially the same
as previously set forth in instant report.

SILVERMAN declared membership in the following organizations:
N American Statistical Association

American Professional, American University,
Washingtong; Do Coe '

American Economic Association, Northwestern
University, Evanston, Illinois.

American Federation of Government Employees! Trade
Union; Weshingtong Do Co (a member for a few months
in 1934),

Railroad Retirement Board, Athletic Assoclation,
employees?! association,

Railroad Retirement Board, Chicago, Illinois,
1936 to 1942,

STIVERMAN 1:"Lstjd/(he following persons as references:

Lo
HARRY Ds"WHITE, 6810 Fairfax Road, Edgemoor,
“Maryland, Assistant to Secretary of Trearurer.

Known twenty years,
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L7 /CURRIE, 4863 Potomac Avenue, Washington,
Do Cop ASsigtant to the President of the United States,
knovm six{éen years.

TSTDORFAALPHER, 290 18th Street, No Wo,
physician, nine yearso

[

SILVERMAN declared himself to be author of the following publications.

and articles:

A new index the physical volume of Canadian Business
(with F. Gg#/PERRY).published in the Journal of the American
StatiStical Assoeciation, June 1929

The Ideal Formula for Gensral Public Index Numbers 9
(with F, G, PERRY) published in the Journal of the
American Statistical Association, March 1930,

"Monthly index commission of the British Export and

. Import, 1880-1913 appeared in the Review of Economic
Statistics, August 1930, (Volume 12, #3, Harvard Economic
Society, Inc., Cambridge, Massachusetts).

Foreign International Trade Factors for Great Britain,
1880~-1913, appeared in the review of Economic Statistics,

August 1931, Volwume 13, #3,

Retirement Payments for Railroad Workers with J. JyOENTURTA
appearing in the Social Security monthly bulle®in, July 1939.

In this connection, STLVERMAN stated "in addition I have had several
book reviews and notes on technical subjects in the American Economic
Society and in the Journal of American Statistical Association, I
have also directed and supervised many Government publications in-
cluding amnual reports, monthly reviews and other studies in the

‘ field of trade and in retirement and unemployment insurance for

= railroad employeeso' '

%o, There was also a notation contained in this file reflecting
that SILVERMAN was awarded the emblem for exceptional
cilvilian service on October 11, 1944, This memo stated that

\ . SILVERMAN did not travel outside of the.United States, listed
J . his language ability as French and German and also listed his
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membership in Phi Beta Kappa and American Statistical
Association.

It was indicated that SILVERMAN was cleared by the Provost

Marshal Generalts Office on August 24, 1942 to handle
secret and confidential matters.

Fo__ PASSPORT RECORDS

Confidential Informant T=4, a responsible official of the United States
State Department who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised
~ Special Agent John B, VanEtten that there is no record of any foreign travel for
ABRAHAM GECRGE SILVERMAN. :

Go, . IMMIGRATTON AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

The records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service concerning
ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN were made available to Special Agent. John B, VanEtten
on February 9, 1949,

These records contained a duplicate of a Certificate of Naturalization
Number 1593507 for ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN effective June 24, 1921 at the
United States District Court in Boston, Massachusetis. At this time STIVERMAN

was listed as single, residing at 62 Johnston Road, Dorchester, District of
Boston, Massachusetts,

A Petition for Naturalization #58582 dated May 13, 1921, executed by
ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN conbained the following informations

His residence was listed at 62 Johnston Road, Dorchester, District of
Boston, Massachusetts, and his occupation as a student, He listed his birth as
February 2, 1900 in "Warsaw, Poland, Russia". He emigrated from Liverpool,

England on March 6, 1906 and arrived Boston, Massachusetts on March 11, 1906 én
the vessel Ivernia.

He served in the military service, United States, from October 9, 1918
to December 13, 1918, He exhibited an honorable discharge with the above service
and his naturalization was thersupon accomplished by the-Act of Congress dated

July 19, 1919, He indicated continuous residence in the United States since
March 1906,

Kisseloff-4274

=gl= .




WFQ  74=94

Witnesses 1';2{8 petition were:
MENDEL BOBDOWITZ, Merchant, Boston
DAVISASTLVERMAN, Merchant, Dorchester,

- —f;"‘“ == _—

Z
There was no reference to ABRAHAM GEORGE STLVERMAN in the Alien Visa
records or the Immigration records. The only records conbained in the Immigration
and Naturalization Service, Washington, Do C. are the duplicate certificate of
Neturalization and Petition for same, the contents of which have been seb oube

It may be noted that the report of Special Agent Brenton S. Gordon,
dated June .12, 1946 at Boston, Massachusetts in the matter entitled, "GREGORY,
ESPIONAGE - R" reflected the check of the records of the United States District
Court in Boston, Massachusetts and reperted nothing additional to the
inférmation furnished by the Inmigration and Naturalization Service, Washington,
De Co

IIT. EMPLOYMENT, UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

&0 TABOR ADVISORY BOARD, NATIONAIL RECOVERY ADMINTSTRATION

1o Personal ﬁistory

The persomnel file of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN was reviewed
by Special Agent Francis Ro. McGinty on February 8, 1949 in the
Industrial Records Sgction, National Archives, This file was made
available by Miss EDDIE STOKES.

This personnel file reflected the appointment of ABRAHAM GECRGE
SILVERMAN as Special Associate of the Labor Advisory Board on Codes,
National Recovery Administration, grade 13,-at $4,000 per anmm
on October 1, 1933, )

) It was noted that on October 31, T933 SITVERMAN executed an oath
of office swearing to support and defend the Consbitubion of the United
States against all enemies foreign and domestic, that he would bear true
faith and allegience to the same, that he took this obligation freely
without any mental reservations or purpose of evasion,

At this time SILVERMAN'S official duties were described as follows:

Source of statistical information in office at disposal of Staff in
organizing and presenting statistical data, ‘
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A memorandum dated. February 13, 1934 to Mr. McEWEN, Administrative
Assistant, briefly reflected.the following information concerning SILVERMAN's
appointment and duties as Chief Statistician in the aforementioned Board:

The letter described SILVERMAN as on the roll of the National
Recovery Administration as a Stabistical Expert, grade 13 in the Labor
Advisory Board and as such he had been doing independent work with occasional
asgistance from certain code advisors, Under the new setup in the Labor
Advisory Board the work changed very considerably. They were engaged in
reviewing excepted and approved ccdes for the purpose of making recommendations
which would aid in the administration of these coces by various code authorities.
This was to all intents and purposes new work with the Lsbor Advisory Board,

This memorandum stated that SILVERMAN had unddub’oedly taken on a very
considerable amount of responsibilities and it would be only fair that he be
classified for grade 14, $4500 per amnum.

The Personal History Statement of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN, dated
October 30, 1933 reflects his address to be 1630 19th Street, N. W., Washington,
Do Co His vobing address was Providence, Rhode Island. SILVERMAN was
born February 2, 1900 in Poland and he was naturaliged in Boston, Massachusebts
in 1921, As dependents he listed his wife, SARA SIASILVERMAN, age 33, and one
son seven years old. The Personal History Statement further er reflects that
SILVERMAN enlisted in the Student Army Training Corps Sepbember 1918 and was
discharged December 1918, The address of SARA S. SILVERMAN was reflected to be
19 Townsend Street, Rombury, Massachusetbts.

SILVERMAN listed the following people as references in his application
for the above employment:

Dro JOHN Hf WIILIAMS Federal Reserve
Banik 6f i New Yorko

Professor WESLEY CO*SMITCHELL National Bureau

of Ecomemic Research, New YOI‘ko

SAE%LANCE #1 Wall Street, New York City
Als&contamed in this personnel file is a letter dated June 25, 1934
to BRADISH Js CARROLL, Deputy Administrator from GUSTAY [_PECK; Labor Advisory

Board, advising g that ABRAHAM GEORGE STILVERMAN of the Staff of the Labor Advisory
Board is suspended indefinitely without pay begimning 9:00 AM, June 25, 1934
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Another letter dated July 2, 1934 to Mr. CARROLL, Chief Clerk from
GUSTAV PECK, Labor Advisory Board, advised that at a meeting of the Iabor
Advisory Board held on Thursday, June 28, they voted the suspension of
Dro SILVERMAN to be made permsnent and that he be dismissed as of two weeks
of that datbe,

There was nothing additional relative to SILVERMAN®s education
and previous employment not previously set forth in instant report,
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2. Associates m

Mr. GUSTAVE PECK, Sr., Labor Specialist, Library of Congress,
was interviewed February 23, 1949, by Special Agent EDWARD M, MULLIN
relative to his associations with SILVERMAN at the Iabor Advisory Board,
National Recovery Administration, at which time he furnished the follow-
ing information:

Mr. PECK wen} with the Board during 1932 and was director of
\ the staff when SILVERWMAN became an employee of the Board as a Statistician.’
At this time Dr. IEQZVOLMAN was chairman of the Board and it was PECK'S

belief he may have recommended SILVERMAN for the position as Statistician.
PECK did not know of any acquaintanceship between WOIMAN and SILVERMAN
previous to this employment and Mr. PECK did not know of SILVERMAN before
1933,

SILVERMAN'S direct supemsor was I}_A*I::MHOWARD SYERS, who
- 1s now a practicing attorney in the Boston ared and belleved to be an
| “ingtructor at Boston University. PECK'S agsocilation with SILVERMAN ‘
was strictly from a supervisoiry standpoint and he had no social acquaintace-
ship with him whatever. PECK believed, however, that SILVERMAN was quite
, frn.endly with LAUGHLIN CURRIE and that CURRIE may have been instrumental
in secunng SILVERMAN'S pos:Lt:Lon with the Board.

It was through Mr. PECK'S efforts that SILVERMAN'S services .
were berminated with the Board. According to PECK, this was brought
about by SILVERMAN'S inefficiency and unsatisfactory services regarding
a certain assignment., This assignment was to the effect that SIIVERMAN ‘
was to establish a new code for the cotton garment industry and had been . -
. given ample time to prepare same. However, several days before the
presentation of the code to the hearing board he advised PECK that he was
not prepared. Consequently, these hearings were seriously impaired and
delayed. Due to this negligence on SILVERMAN‘S part, PECK recommended
~to the Board that SILVERMAN be suspended indefinitelys Upon further
. consultation with the Board it was agreed that this suspension should be
- carried through to a termination of services which was éfféctive in
June, 1934, Mr. PECK knew of no accusations made by SILVERMAN charging
Mr. SIDNEY HILLMAN and himself with misleading labor in their own
intérests as was repor’oed by the newspapers at this time..

However, it was his belief that during the period of SILVERMAN'S
suspension he did make the statement to the newspapers that he himself

twas more pro=labor than PECKY" or words to that effects Mr. PECK knew
of no immediate associates of SILVERIAN Which could be a reflection on
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his Americanism and there was never anything in evidence wiich he
considered of a disloyal nature.
PR D 2

With the exception of Mr. MEYERS and'Dr. WOIMAN, PECK was
wrble to recall any individual who would have known SILVERMAN during the
period of this emplo to

Dro \MABSHALL, a formér associate of SILVERMAN at the
National RecGWVe inistration, was interviewed by Special Agent WILLIAM
Ho ATKINSON on February 18, 1949, in Study Room 40, Deck A, Iibrary of
Congress. He advised "chat from 1933 or 1934 until 1935, he served as
executive secretary and member of the Board of the National Recovery
Administration. He recalled that ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN was employed
by the National Recovery Administration and that he was assigned to the
Iabor Disputes Section. Dr. MARSHALL stated that labor disputes were
not within his immediate jurisdiction and he had practically no contach
with SILVERMAN. He could furnish no information as to SILVERMAN'S social
acquaintances nor was he in possession of any infomation which might
lead him to questly/fmm 'S allegiance to the Un:.ted ates.

Dro_R ST_Q~K1N63 also known as Mrs. JOSEPH&BURTON, 1514
17th street, NoWo, Apartment 507, advised spec:Lal Agent WIILIAM H.
ATKINSON on March 3, 1949, that she was employed as a Statistical
Analyst at the National Recovery Administration under GUSTAVE PECK. She
stated that at the time PECK was given greater responsibility as a
director of the staffy, SILVERMAN was appointed to the position PECK had
vacateds ghe served in this section and it is her belief it was called
the Research and Information Division, Labor Advisory Board. She served
as a Statistical Analyst and Labor Representativm

Dro STOCKING advised that SILVEBMAN 'S and her offices were
located in a bank building at 15th and New York Avenue. Their floor had
the appearance of a loft and there were no partitions that divided this
loft into individual rooms, thus the staff worked in one large room.
Because of this she was able to observe the activities and contacts of
all employees including SILVERIAN.

shé emphasized she only knew SILVERMAN profess:mnally and she
had never_ hid any social contact with him and had never wvisited his home
and was rrﬁf\acqualnted with his wife. 1In her own mind she clasgified
SILVEHJVA:I\I as~tvery unstablett, She recalls that his closest friends were
HENRY EOLLINS who was also employed by the Labor Disputes Section at the
National Recovery Adnu.nls’ora.ta.ong and a man by the name of£4C0E. Dre
STOCKING could not recall the given name of the individual Whose surname
was COE. In any event, he, COE;, was a younger man than SILVERMAN and was
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evidently from the same school that SILVERMAN had attended or at a
school that STLVERMAN had formerly taught. She stated that HENRY COLLINS
is the same individual that was mentioned by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS or
ELIZABEPHABENTLEY in their testimony before the House Committee on Un-
Wﬁntm So

She advised that she has a hazy recollection that STLVERMAN
was W“dressed down verbally by SIDNEY HILIMAN and consequently was released
from the National Re 6ery Administration®s™ It was Dr. STOCKING'S
impression that IEON#HENDERSON would be able to furmish information re-
garding SILVERMAN“-1¢aving the National Recovery Administration.

My. COLLISZSTUCKING, Consultant, Program Division, National
Security Resources Board Room 392 0ld sta“be Department Building, advised
Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on February 21, 1949, that during the
summer of 1934 he served as Chief of Research, D:Lv:Ls:Lon of Research and
Planning, National Recovery Administratiori. During this employment which
lasted from June, 1934, until November, 1934, he made 2 survey for LEON
HENDERSON regarding company script as a form of wage payment. During
this employment he mét ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN th either his
sister, RUTH E«KSTOCKING, or his brother, GEORGE.W! STOCKINGo

‘He advised that he only knew SILVERMAN casually and he cannot
recall ever having any professional contact with him while at the National
Recovery Administration or alt any subsequent time. 'He recalled SIIVERMAN
participating in argument over some labor problem with either HENDERSON
or General HUGH'JOHNSON, now deceased. He does recall that SILVERMAN
was ass1gned to the Labor D:.spu'be Section and that GUSTAVE PECK was his
supervisor and close companion. STOCKING advised that after completing
this survey for the National Recovery Administration, he returned to
his position as instructor of Economics at New York University.

About June, 1935, STOCKING returned to Washington and accep"bed
a position with ‘the Department of commerce. 8ince that time he has been
employed in various government agencies in Washingtong; DoC.

He advised that he recalls that SILVERMAN left the National
Recovery Administration and was subsequently employed by the Tariff
Commission. However, he cannot recall having any associatiorn with SILVER-
‘MAN after SILVERMAN left the National Recovery Administration. He
advised that he never visited SILVERMAN®S home and can recall no social
acquaintanceship with SILVERMAN and said that SILVERMAN 'S frlends and
) assoc:.ates were unknown to him.

He advised that the National Recovery. Administration did not

Kisseloff-4280
=.3 3..—.,




' '

WEO 74~94

handle information that was confidential from a security stendpoint but
nevertheless he did not know of SILVERMAN ever disclosing the contents

of the National Recovery Administrationt's work to outside or unauthorized
individuals. He advised that he became acquainted with NATHAN GREGORY
SILVERMASTER during SILVERMASTER'S employment at the Department of
Apricaleures ” His acquaintanceship was entirely professional in nature

as they served on governmental committees at the beginning of the war. He
could furnish no pertinent information regarding SILVERMASTER but advised
that he camnot recall SILVERMASTER ever being in the company of SILVER{AN. —

He further stated that his sister, RUTH E. STOCKING, was
employed at the National Recovery Administration; ‘and he beli¥ved she worked
directly for SILVERMAN. His brother, GEORGE W. STOCKING, was also employed
at the National Recovery Administration although in a different section
than that of SILVERMAN. However, it was his belief that his brother knew
SIIVERMAN well and is quite certain that it was an acquaintance of a
social nature.

Mr. LINTON M.YEGLLINS, Attormey, Tower Building, was inter-
viewed on February 18, 1949, by Special Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN and
furnished the follomng informations

COLLINS stated that during this period of affiliation with
the National Recovery Administrationy, he acted in the capacity of personnel
director and as such he had no personal contact with the members of the
Tabor Advisory Board. He remarked that he did not know SILVERMAN and
could not recognize a photograph of SILVERMAN exhibited to him by Special
Agent VAN ETTEN. COILINS advised that his former supervisor was
BRADISH. J. CARROIL, JR., former Deputy Administrator and chief Clerk
who is now deceasedo

He stated that his Assistant, G.Hs€MC EWEN, would not have
had an opportunity to have been acqualnted Wit SILVERMAN or any of the
members of the Labor Advisory Board. He commented that MC EWEN'S present
whereabouts are not knovn by him.

Mro COLLINS could not furnish the names of any other individuals

who might have been in a position to have knowledge of SILVERMAN or his
associates and activities while at the National Recovery Administration.
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Mrs, PAULINE ILBERT, Chief, Regulations and Exemption Section,
¥Wage and Hour Division, oom 55!..31. Department of Labor, was interviewed by
Special Agent WILLIAM H., ATKINSON on March 15, 1949, at which tims she advised
she was formerly attached to the staff of the ILabor Advisory Board of the
National Recovery Administration, She recalled the namé of ABRAHAM GEORGE
SILVERMAN ag an individual employed as a Statistician with that agency. She
vwas of the opinion that his services vwere not entirely satisfactory and be~-
lleves he was released dme to inefficlency. She concluded that inasmuch

as she had no social or direct professionasl contact with SILVERMAN, she
could ofi’er no in:f’omation reg ding his associates or activitiles,

Mrs., ELIZABETH I LY, 2721 0 Street, N. W,, ad.vised. Specilal
Agent -ATKINSON on March 3.5 'El9h9 , that she was employed with the Labor
-AMvisory Board of the NRA from June, 1934 through Pebruary, 1935, as an
Assoclate Code Adviser., She vaguely recalled SILVERMAN as a fellow employee;
however, she had little or no contact with him,  She recalls that SILVERMAN
was very-friendly with another employee whose l.as‘c name was_COE, She could
- not recall any other cloge assoclates of SILVERMAN. Mrs. OTEY was of the
-opinion that SILVERMAN.left the NRA after participating in a "rumpus™ but
could offer nothing fuz'ther concerning the nature of SILVERMAN s claims or

i the circumstanoes surround.zlng the rumpus,

Dr, CORWIN Dr‘?éWABDS ‘Chief, Economist, Federal Trade Commisgion,
Room 232, 6th and Pennsylvania Avenus, N, W,, when interviewed by Agent
A‘I‘ICENSON on March 15, 1949, stated that he was formerly employed as an
Economist and Technical Director of the Consumer Advisory Board of the NRA.
~ He advised that although he was acguainted with meny employees of the Iabor
Advisory Board, he could noj/recall ever meeting ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN .

: Mr. RAYMOND M ‘WII.MOTI‘E Director of WILMOTTE Laboratories, 1469
First Streét, N. W,, was interviewed. on March 16, 1949 by Special Agent :
WILLIAM J. STA‘IEN and advised that he had known ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN _
~ while they were employed by the Labor Advisory Boerd of the NRA, He further
stated that during late 1933 or early 193k, he was acquainted in a business
sense with SILVERMAN and -thought him to be & very intelligent person whose
only fault was "his stubbornness”, WILMOTTE remsrked that there were people
in the NRA whom he suspected of being "radicals" but SILVERMAN was not one

of them, - He also advised that he had not heard SILVERMAN state his political
‘beliefs and. had. not seen SIL'VERMAN remove any papers from the NRA files.

He further stated. he- had no reason to believe that SILVERMAN was
engaged in any subversive or un-American activities as alleged by BELIZABETH
BENTLEY ‘beforé the hearings of the House Committee on Uh-Americen Activities.
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B, UNITED STATES TARIFF COMMISSION ' ] E

1o Personal History

Miss ELIZABETH E. JERINAGAN, Persomnel Clerk, U.S. Tariff
Comnission, made available the personnel file of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN
to Special Agent FRANCIS R. MC GINTY which was reviewed at the Personnel
Section, UoS. Tariff Comnission, on February 8, 1949.

According to the personnel filey; ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN
was born February 2, 1900, in Germany. As of October 26, 1934, SILVERMAN'S
permanent address was reflected to be 40 #B" Street, SoW., Apartment 203.
As of January 31, 1935, his address was 2138 California Street; N.W.

The file further reflects SILVERMAN enlisted in a Student
Army Training Corps, Boston University Training Unit, September of 1918
and was discharged in December, 1918, His wife is listed as SARA- S.
SILVERMAN whose address at that time was Lee House, l5th and WLt Street,
NoWo, Washingtony, DoCo :

The above file further reflects that ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN
was appointed Special Expert, Senior Economic Analysty, U.S. Tariff
Commission, Washington, DoCos on November 14, 1934, P=5 at $4600,00
per amum, He executed an oath of office November 21, 1934, in connection
with this employment. On January 1, 1936, SILVERMAN recen.ved a promotion
with pay increase from $4600,00 to 3548000000 On February 24, 1936,
SILVERMAN®S resignation from the Uo.S. Tariff Commission was accepted
without prejudice. This file also contained a Civil Service Commission
classification sheet dated April 20, 1935, which described the
duties of SILVERMAN as follows:

"Under the general supervision of the Chief of Economic
Division to direct special economic projects, to prepare special
economic reports upon own responsibility. In general terms to serve
as Assoclate Representative of the Commission in reciprocal trade
negotiations, To act as senior economist on -difficult economic tariff
and international financial trade problems, and to collaborate in the
planning and conduct of larger investigations and the formulation of
the results thereof.h :

Also included in

. ersonnel file is a letter dated
Janmary 21, 1936, to ROBERT

"BRIEN, Chairman, UoS. Tariff Commission,
Washington, DoCo, froii MURRALAATIMER, Chairman, Railroad Retirement
Board, Washington, DoCo, adnslng jiTig that he has offered a position to Dre
ABRAHAM GEORGE SIIVERMAN and is requesting his release from the U.S.
Teriff Commission.
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his, SILVEBMAN’S hegotiation with the Chairman of the Railroad Retire-
ment Board and tendered his resignation effective at the close of
business March 24, 1936,

Letters of recommendation directed to the U.S. Tarlfi_:_‘ggz;gx{ ssion,
concerning AERAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN emanated from Professor FW\TAUSSIG,
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts; meMMN~GAY%ard
University, Cambridge, Massachusetts; Dr. WESLEY Co MI‘I‘GHELL, Natlonal
Bureau of Economic Research, New York CIity; Professor JOHN H, WILLIAMS
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and thé Federal Reserve Bank of New York; and
Mr. LEON MARSHALL, Natlonal Recovery Administration Administrator,
Washington; DoCe

A letter was also enclosed in thls file dated Oc},ober 31, 1934,
to the UoS. Tariff Commission from Mr. FOX and Mr. SIDNE }&x GAN, Secretary,
concerning the resignation of HARRY D, WHITE and the recbmendation of
Dr. ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN to replace [ace MEv WHITE,

*2o Assoc:,ates

Mrs. CATHERT ‘GARLANDQ Secretary to Commissioner GREGG,
UoSo Tariff ¢ Conmlss:!.on9 “was interviewed by Special Agent JOHN B, VAN
EPTEN in her office on February 24, 1949, Mrs. GARLAND stated that
- at the time of SILVERMAN‘’S efployment as an Economist with the UoS.
Tariff Commission, Mrs. GARIAND was secretary to Mro A.M. FOXo Mro
FOX was in a supervisory capacity over the Economigts of the Tariff
Commission at that time.

Mrso. GARLAND stated that she cannot recall who recommended
SILVERMAN to Mr, FOX but was of the opinion that Mr. FOX had not known
SILVERMAN prior to his employment with the Tariff Commission. she re-
- called that STLVERMAN had formerly been .employed with the National Re-
covery Administration and it was her understanding he received a ‘#bad
deal® at the National Recovery Administration resulting in his loss of
employment with that agency. ‘

. Mrso GARLAND was unable to recall any specific individual with
whom SILVERMAN was particularly intimate while at the Tariff Commission
but stated he was popular and his ability was well regarded. She stated
that she had heard SILVERMAN make reference to LAUCHLIN CURRIE and HARRY.
DEXTER _VWHITE. she advised she had always regarded HARRY DEXTER WHITE and
“SITVERMAN as good friends who, during their employment with the Tariff
Commission, had treated her wvery well and she had no reason to regard them
unfavorably. However, one incident has always bothered her, the importance
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of which she has never understoods Mrs. GARTAND then procerded to
relate the following incident:

In 1941 or 1942, A.M. FOX who then had become a Commissioner
with the Tariff Commission, was selected by ‘the Treasury Department to
represent the United States as a member of a financial mission to China.
Mrs. GARLAND recalled that the group was made up of a representative
from England and China as well as the United States. During the time
FOX was in China, some sort of disagreement arose between HARRY DEXTER,
JWHITE on one side and FOX on the other. In regard to this disagreement
SILVERMAN made a number of calls on Mrs. FOX, the purpose being to have
her transmit cerbain information to her husband in China., Mrs. FOX
did not wish to send the material and shortly thereafter FOX wrote he
wasg returning home,

SILVERMAN invited Mrs. GARLAND to lunch and at this time
ado':f.sed her that he had been to see Mrs. FOX in an effort to have her
transmit certain information to her husband. The reason this information’
was not sent to Mr. FOX through official channels, SILVERMAN explained,
was because it might prove embarrassing to Mr. FOX. Mrs. GARLAND stated
she had the feeling that SILVERMAN®S invitation to lunch was merely for
‘the purpose of advising her of the reason why the information was not
submitted through official channels. Mrs. GARLAND again reiterated at
this point that both SILVERMAN and WHITE had been very good to her and
she did not want to do anything which would harm them in any way.

Upon FOX! return from China, Mrs. GARLAND mentioned SILVERMAN
to Mr. FOX at which time he became very upset and indicated he did not
want to discuss SILVERMAN. Sometime later, FOX returned to China still
as a representative of the Financial Commission and after some three
weeks in China, FOX one morning was found dead in bed. Mrs. GARLAND
related that she had no reason to believe that this death was by
unnatural causes but she had a feeling there was something wrong., The
cause of death was pronounced as heart failure, yet Mrs. GARLAND stated
Mro. FOX had never had any heart trouble to her knowledge, that a year
prior 1o Mr. FOX' trip to china his physician had pronounced his heart
somdo Mrs. GARLAND stated she had no knowledge of what the specific
misunderstanding was between WHITE and SILVERMAN on one hand and Mr. FOX
on the other and she could never quite understand why SILVERMAN had any
particular interest in the subject since it was her belief he was
employed with the Railroad Rebtirement Board at that time. Mrs. GARIAND
stated that both Mrs. FOX and Mr. FOX' son, MELVIN J, FOX, were very much

-put out with SILVERMAN and could possibly furnish more details concerning
the above incident.
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Mrs. GARLAND recalled that SILVERIAN left the Tariff Commission
to go to the Railroad Retirement Board on the invitation o¢f MURRAY LATIMER,
a close friend of SILVE *Se '

MELVIN . Special Consultant on the Committee for
International Trade Organizations, 816 2lst Street, N.W., was interviewed
on March 14, 1949, by Special Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN and furnished the
following informations

IvtELVIH"’f‘OX first became acquainted with SILVERMAN in or aboub
the year 195370 SILVERJAN was an acquaintance of FOX*® parents and on
occasions visited them at the FOX home. FOX advised that his father, AM.
FOX, would on occasions have a number of guests at his home who were
business associates in government service, During the period of 1940
and 1941, FOX visited the SILVERIANS® home possibly as often as once
every two months. The occasions, as FOX recalls; were merely informal
gatherings of friends of the SIIVERMANS. TFOX recalled the following
persons as being most frequently present at the SILVERMAN home although
he indicated there were other persons present whose names he could not
recal];s,.,LAUc}HLIN CURRIE, SOL~ADLER, the SILVERMASTERS with whom came
LUDWIG ULIMAN, MURRAY LATINER and TRVING KAPLANo

R il

FOX stated that at no time while visiting ‘the SILVERMANS'
home was ALGER HISS a guest and he advised never in his contacts with
the above mentioned persons had he any reason to believe ALGER HISS
was assoclated with these people in any way other than perhaps through
HISS® position at the state Department and the above mentioned
persong?® positions in the govermnment., Any such relationship that might
have come out of this would have been strictly on a business basis.

FOX stated he did not care for GEORGE SILVERMAN and consldered him
egotistical and did not consider him as a friend. However, his parents
were friendly with SILVERMAN.

Dur:.ng the time which he knew of SILVERMAN he had never
had any occasion to question his activities or those of his close- '
associates and had no reason to believe them to be engaged in subversive
activities. FOX advised that in addition to being a guest in the SILVER-
MAN home, he also visited the home of HARRY DEXTER,WHITE.and AIGER HISS.
He advised that he was unable to recall anything concerning the furnishings
of their respective homes and had no knowledge as to any rugs that might
have been there.

FOX stated that his fatherts death in June;, 1942, while

AM. FOX was in China, was very sudden and at the time both he and
his mother thought possibly his father had died of unnatural causes.
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heart attack. FOX stated he had no reason to bel:Leve 'bhw the cause
of death was other than by natural causes. He had no recollection
of GEORGE SILVERMAN requesting Mrs. FOX to furnish his father certain
information or instructions while he was in China., He advised that
he could not recall his mother evey mentioning GEORGE SILVERMAN
requesting information to be senj/to her husband. He further stated
that his mother, Mrs. JOSEPH J-ACOHEN at the present time, plans to
stay indefinitely ™ in RuTdpe and that she has cancelled her return
voyageo Mrs. COHEN®S present address is Hotel Cervantes, 39 rue
Richer, Paris 9e, France.

At the conclusion of the interview with MELVIN Jj‘,}éé .
He was asked if he had any information which might be of value™in
connection with the allegations of ELIZABETH BENTIEY and WHITTAKER
CIAMBERS made before the House Comniittee on Un—American Activities
investigating Communist espionage in the UoS. Government. FOX stated
that, he knew of no information which he might possess that would be of
value. FOX advised, however, that since his mother had been friendly
with a great many persons involved in the allegations of ELIZABETH
BENTIEY, she could possibly furnish some information of wvalue and he
was of the opinion that it would be advisable to interview her.

In connection with the abo¥e information received concerning
ABRAHAM MANUEL FOX, Special Agent FRANCIS R. MC GINTY reviewed the
persomel file of ABRAHAM MANUE! QOX made available to him by Miss
ELIZABETH JERINAGAN, Persomnel Section, U.S. Tariff Commission, which
reflected the followings

A personnel question sheet dated October 5, 1923, listed
his legal address as Yonkers, New York, Westchester County. He was
born May 14, 1889, in Philadelphis, Pemnsylvania. He graduated from
Cornell University with a CE degree in 1911 and a MA degree in 1923
from New York Umiversity. This statement reflected his wife; Mrs.’
D.Cs FOX, has resided at 431 Van, Courtlandt Parkway, Yonkers, New York.
address at that time was lifbed as 3511 1lth Streety NoWo FOX
Jom' ean, New York Universlty, THOMAS O,
issions WGk TéHART controller, New York
Gral IaneS° and R.F {;OQ,NNOILY “Treasurer, Ill:mo::.s Central Railroad.

,Jfas recommended by Dro
VIN , UeSe Tariff Cq
{ Gen

X _as Special Expert in Economics, UeS. Tariff Commission, on June

‘% This personnel file reflected the appointment of ABRAHAM.
MahEQ
1923, He was separated from Staff Service, U.S. Tariff Commission,
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July 23, 1937, at which time he was classified as Special Expert,

Director of Research. On July 24, 1937, A.M. FOX was appointed a Commissioner
with the UoS. Tariff commission. Effective May 26 1941, he resigned his
position as Comissioner in order to accept an appo:.ntment as the American
member of the Board to Manage the New American=Chinese Stabilization Fund.
This file also reflected previous occupations as Lecturer, school of

Buginess Administration, College of the City of New York, and Assistant

to the General valuation Council, New York Central Lines. He also

served on the faculty of the University of Michigan and the Cathclic
University of America.

Contained in this file is the proposal for a "A.M., FOX
Memoxial Fund". This memorial fund was formed as a memory to the late
AoMs FOX in recognition of his devotion to duty by his former business
asgsociates with the Tariff Commission., This fund would set up an
educational award on a scholarship basis. A proposal was signed by the

Working Committee ang listed as its members the following namess:
,ﬁ/ Jo M&RK%ERTSON, Nog! ﬁ'rENs EMAN, EDWARD.To.
/}( ULLINS, HOWARD Sc PIQUET, L,M;g(: HITCOME and CATHERTVE, ,_ GARTAND, Secretary

of the Working CommiEtes,

. HMr. HOWARD S, PIQUET, Library of Congress, was interviewed at
hig office by Special Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN on February 24, 1949.
PIQUET cguld not recall who SILVERMAN'S close friends were at the time
they wele co=employees at the UoS. Tariff Commission. He stated that
FRAI\; MITHARD worked closely with SIIVERMAN on the job but he did not
belibve they mixed socially. PIQUET said he could furnish no information
as to who sponsored STIIVERIAN at the U.S. Tariff Commission. PIQUET
further advised that he himself had no contact with SIIVERMAN in other
than an official capacity and had no reason to question SILVERMAN'S
activities or assocliates. He remarked that SILVERFAN®S actions in his
opinion were always in accord with the best interests of the U.S. govern—
merd o

Mr. TAWRENCE D. NEWMAN was interviewed in his office, Room
2063 Domestic Commerce Division, Department of Commerce, on February 25,
1949, by Special Agent FRANCIS R. MC GINTY. Mr. NEWMAN advised that he
was first employed with the UoSe. Tariff Commission in 1923 and until
he le £t the Tariff Commission he was closely associated with Mr. A.M.
FOX who was Chief of the Economics Division. Mr. NEWMAN advised that
FOX, for all intents and purposes, ran the U.S. Tariff Commission. He
recalls from 1933 to 1937 when he left the Tariff Commission he ran
into some difficulty with Mr. FOX and Mr. SILVERMAN.

He explained that prior to 1933 most of the work at the Tariff
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Commission had been based on sound accounting principles. However,
from 1933 to 1937 most all studies of the Economics staff disregarded
accounting principles and sound business and centered most of the
interest in strictly economic theory which did not present true facts.
Mr. NEWMAN felt as a result of this change the interest of the country
was not always best served.

Mr. NEWMAN stated that A.M. FOX had always expressed a
deep interest in Socialism and a great interest in various practices
carried on in Communist Russia. It was his personal belief that he —=
would not be surprised if Mr. SILVERMAN and Mr. FOX were very sympathetic
to the Communist cause. Due to the general change of policy within the
staff at the Tariff Commission, Mr. NEWMAN was gradually forced out of -
the Commission., Mr. NEWMAN advised that he was not socially acquainted
with SILVERMAN and his only relationship with him was regarding business
at the Tariff Commission. He further advised that SITVERMAN'S closest
associates dur:.ng his employment at the Commission were HARRY WHITE &and
A.M, FOX. It was his general belief that FOX directed tHe charige in
“policy which was adopt d during the years of 1933. to 1937,

Mrse M TR\ FREEMAN, 4501 Linean Avenue, NoWo, former co-employee
of AFRAHAM GEORGE STIVERMAN when they were both employed at the Tariff
Commission from November, 1934, to February, 1936, was interviewed at her
home by’ Spec:.al Agent CHESTER C. CRAWFORD on February 18, 1949, Mrs.
FREEMAN stated that she was an Economic Analyst in the Internatlonal
Relations Division of the Tariff Commission and in her capacity as an
Analyst came in contact with Mr. SILVERMAN professionally. e stated
that Mr. SILVERMAN was brough to Washingtén by Mr. MANUEL X in 1934
with the group of young economists to look ovef-""]“:n'berna’olonal trade
agreements. she stated Mr. FOX has recently died &nd his position was
taken by Mo HOWARB';‘P" TQUET who is presently with the lera.ry of Congresso

Mrs. FREEMAN stated ‘she did not mix with any of the new group
and since there was nothing terrifically confidential, in her opinion,
concerning the work of the Tariff commission there Was nothing of a secret .
or confidential nature that SILVERMAN could have passed on to anyone
outside the Tariff Commission., She continued stating that she could not
recall Mr. SILVERMAN having any foreign sympathies insofar as his loyalty
to the U.S. was concerned. ©She remarked that in those days she and
no one else in the gommission thought in terms of loyalty but merely
in bterms of getting the trade agreements and the tariff work out as soon
as posgsible,
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She stated Mr. SIIVERMAN sppeared to be brilliant bub that
her association with him was so limited her knowledge of him was
insufficient to base a comment in any other respect. She concluded
stating she knew none of Mr« SILVERMAN'S close associates in the Tariff
Commission.

F e

Mr._ GFEORGE.F.-WATROUS. was interviewed by Special Agent FRANCIS
R. MC GINTY on February 16, 1949, at his office, Room 2527 UoS. Tariff
Comni ssion. “

Mro WATROUS advised that he had been employed with the Tariff
Commission for 25 years and has been a Statistician in the Economic
Division since 1932, He readily admitted that SILVERMAN worked in his
immediate division advising that SILVERMAN held a very good position as
one of the head Economists. He recallg that to the best of his knowledge
SIIVERIAN was employed by the UoS. Tariff Commission during 1934 and 1935
© and added that the Economic Division during this period was headed by
Mro A.M. FOX, deceased. He stated that Mr. SILVERMAN seemed to be a
close personal friend of Mr. FOX bub could recall no specific groups
of people employed by the Tariff Commission who could be identified
as special friends of SILVERMAN. WATROUS could not recall any conversa=
tion or activity of SILVERMAN ‘that would lead him to question his loyalty
and allegiance to this country,
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Mro FRANK AFWARING was :Lnterv:Lewed by Special Agent N:Llllam H.
- Atkinson on February “17,71949 at room 662);, Departmént of the Interior. Mr.
WARING is presently chairman of the Philippine War Damage Commission.. He
advised he served in the Economics Division of the U.S. Tariff Commission
. from September, 193 to March, 1943, during which period he became ‘acquainted
- with ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN as SILVERMAN was likewise an economist and
was employed in the Economics Division of the Tariff Commission for a
. period of about two years in the middle 1930's. He advised he never ‘'shared
of fices with SILVERMAN,was never engaged on any projects with him and had
no contact outside of the office with him., He remarked he occasionally had
lunch with SILVERMAN and other personnel of the Economics Division, however
he never became close to SILVERMAN, He stated that he has.never visited
SIIVERMAN's home and can furnish no information regarding his social
acquaintance. He recalled SILVERMAN left the Tariff Commission after
several years but could fumish no information as to any subsequent employ-
ment of SILVERMAN., He could not recall having met SILVERMAN since their
mutual employment at the Tariff Conunlss:.ono .

Accordlng ‘5o WARING, the Econom:.cs D1v1sion of the Tamff
Commission handled confidential mat=r1al regdrdlng pending trade agree-
ments betweén the United States and foreign countries, He knows of no
instances that would cause him to say that SILVERMAN ever furnished any
unauthorlzed information to una{xthorized 1nd1v1dualso

RENE WENTWORT, PINTO was interviewed by Special Agent
‘ W:Llllam Ho Atkinson -on Februdry I7, 1949, in room 3087-B, Department of
. Commerce, - Mr. PINTO advised he was employed in the Latin American
Affairs Section of the Economics Division of the U.S. Tariff Commission.
in 1934 to 1943. He sﬁbed he was acquainted with SILVERMAN but that he had
' rare professional contact with him as SILVERMAN did not deal in Latin
" American Economic Affairs, On one occasion PINTO prepared a survey for
. SILVERMAN in connection with the Canadian trade agreements which were being
 prepared at that time. He explained this .contact was strictly a business
venture and was the only professional contact he has had with SILVERMAN,
" He .further explained that he has had no social contact with SILVERMAN and
has only mét him once since he, SILVERMAN, left the United States Tariff
- .Commission. On this occasion, according to PINTO STIVERMAN complained
bitterly to him regarding his posn.tlon ab, the Railroad Retirement Board,

- It was PINTO!s understandlng that SILVERMAN'S immediate
supervisor at the Railroad Retirement Board was a man by the name of
‘Q oo \LATIMEQ& SILVERMAN seemed dissatisfied as IATIMER did not accept all
{’}he recommendations and conclusions prepared by SILVERMAN, Mr. PINTO
.concluded that he has followed the testimony of individuals befors the .
"House Un<American Activities Committee, however, he stated he could not
recall. ever having seen any of the individuals whose names or pictures
appeared in the newspapers in the company of SILVERMAN during the time he
was employed at the-Tariff Commissioh, He advised that nothing occurred
during his brief contact with SILVERMAN that would cause h:Lm to quest:_on
his"’ mtegrlty or loyalty to the Unlted States,
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Dr, B.. DANA,"/RANT Comm:Lssloner, United States Tariff
Commission, Room 266 “Unitéd States Tariff Commission Building, was
interviewed by Special Agent William H, Abkinson on February 17, 1949,
Dr. DURANT advised that he formerly served as chief economist of the United
States Tariff Commission and that he became a member of. the Commission in
1925, According to Dr. DURANT during 193L and 1935 he was inspector for the
negotiations with the Canadian government in connection with the trade
agreement that was being considered between the two countries at this time.

He employed a number of economists andobher personnel who were regularly
assigned to the Economicis Division of the United States Tariff Commission.
Dr., DURANT vaguely recalled that SILVERMAN was one of these individuals, that
aided in the preparation of this agreement, However, DURANT advised he is
positive that he never requested SILVERMAN to accompany him in negotiations
with representatives of the Canadian government in regard to this trade
agreement, He indicated that it was possible for SILVERMAN to have accom-
panied him on one or two occasions when concessions were discussed with regard
to the Canadian government at Tountry Committee meetings. He explained

that Country Committee meetings were meetings of officials of the United
States -Government and that concessions were discussed at great length to
determine if the United uta\:es should propose concessions to a foreign
country,

Dro. DURANT declared that he knew nothing of a derogatory
nature concerning SILVERMAN and was of the opinion that he would have been
advised of any possible derogatory informatior -4s he was the chief.
economist at the Tariff Commission during SILVERMAN's employment.

Mr, LE) LE‘JIS G—%ONNOR Planning Commodity Specialist, United

States Tariff™ Comm:.ssm ‘room 35;, United States Tariff Comm:nss:r.on Building,

was interviewed in his off:Lce by Special Agent Williem H. Atkinson on

"Febrvary 17, 1949. Mr, CONNOR advised that he was.associated with SILVERMAN
during their mu_tual employment at-the United States Tariff Commission. He

stated he worked with SILVERMAN on sevepral projects including the Canadian

Trade agreemsnts., CONNOR found SIIVERMAN to be frank,agreeablécyetnsverbearing. He
explained they #locked horns¥ on numerous occasions as SILVERMAN was an

economist who had an excellent academic background but who had no business

or practical experience in the same lines. He found that SILVERMAN after -
reviéwing numerous reports for a shorb period of time would consider him-

self to be an expert in almost any phase of the business. Howéver he did not .
approach these probleums from a practical standpoint and did not care to contact
" other individuals who would be in a position to furnish him with informa-

tion of a practical natiure, Because of this he and SILVERMAN had many

loud verbose argument s.

i
3

Mr. CONNOR said there was nothing in the reports or surveys
prepared by SILVERMAN to ever lead him, CONNOR, to believe that SILVERMAN
was other than a loyal American citizen, however, he had no contact with
SILVERMAN outside the office and was not acquainted with any of his per-

'sonal friends. He also said that the work of the Commission was not of a
classified nature but that it was confidential insofar as pending trade

o e
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agreements were concerned, He knew of no mﬁzhance where SILVERMAN eves ;
fdlvulged such information to unauthorized individuals.

' On Pebruary 16, 199, Special Agents PHILIP H@, WILSON and

HARRY K. CLAYTON 1ntew1ewedMY MITCHELL-FUTTLE neesMITCHELL at her
residence 5326 Saratoga Avenue, Chevy Chase, Marylando Mrs  TUTTLE advised

.she was appointed to the United States Tariff Commission in January, 1935
.35 .80 economist assigned to SILVER{AN. She was under his direct supervision

for a year or more. Mrs.TUTTLE considered SILVERMAN to have an alert mind;

exhibited sympathies of a philosophy indicating elieved in Communism..
She stated that SILVERMAN worked closely with DyeAD R(LNT, United States

" %0 be an excellent economist and so far as she w;;?fle to observe he never

Tariff Commissioner and with Mr. FRANK SCUTHARD. /45 she recalls aclose
associate and personal friend of his was WBILLY¥ ARP"N'RER who is now head
of a New York Motion Picture Company and HARRY D&X‘I‘ER WHITE, She stated
that HARRY DEXTER WHITE, CARPENTER and SILVERMAN often discussed volley ball
games in which %they had engaged, She alsomecalled that SILVERMAN at times
telephoned WHITE and held conversations with him, the nature of.which she
did not recall. MMrs. TUTTLE was surprised to read in the newspaper that

~ SIIVERMAN®S name had been mentioned in comnection with recent espionage

hearings here and in New York, for she had no indication of subversive
tendencies or activibties on his part during the time she was associated

. with him.

Mr. NORMAN BURNS, Advlser, Office of Internatlonal Trade
Pohcys was interviewed %y Special Agent Herbert S. Hawkins on February 23,

19249, in room 5109 State Depariment, Annex No. Seven., He stated he be~
" came acquainted with ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN at the United States

Tariff Commission in 1935 or 1936 and that he had done some’ work for Mr.
SILVERMAN during that period, ficcording to BURNS, SILVIRMAN was a’ senior
economist in the Economics Division which consmted of approxmately
forty people. SILVERMAN was regarded as a brilliant and ddfBal

ind ividual, however he was' erratic in his thoughts and was forever changing

his mind. - He did not meet deadlines on his work as a result of these
characterlstlcs, according to BURNS, and did not get along very well at the
Pariff Commission and received only one small promotion during his tenure
of’ office. He further described SILVERMAN as a strong "New Dealer,
believing in the National plan.of economics as propounded by the New Deal .
and NRA, and which according to BURNS is a definite siep toward economic

. socialism, SILVMM digd not have much faith in compe%itlve capitalism.

BURNS s heard SILVERMAN speak h:.ghly of MUGHLIN CURRIE, .
m.th these ‘
men together or separately at WEARLEY's Restaurant near the Harrington
Hotél. ‘Phen questioned as to how he knew of these lunchéon engﬁghmemsg,
BURNS -stated that he has always had this impression which probably

' . emanated from conversations with SILVFRMAN, He knows that he has seen SILVERMAN

at least once dining with either WHITE, CURRIE or both at WEARLEY's
Restaurant. COE,WHITE, "WRRIE and SILVERMAN are believed by BURNS to

.have taken thelr doctor of philosophy degrees in the same classes under

muéa
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the same profeséors at.Harvard and wrote their theses together. SILVERMAN

. has more than once stated in BURNS presence that these men were his good

friends., SILVERMAN talked about HARRY DEXTER WHITE and LAUCHLIN CURRIE
more than he did FRANK .COE and his talk was generally along “the lines and
beliefs of their Philosophies, r.7 &s to their attitude toward Russia or

to any foreign directed political activity BURNS was unable to comment.

He believed that COE was in the Treasury Department at the time and CURRIE
was member of the Federal Reserve Board, and according to SIIVERMAN, CURRIE,
WHITE and COE all concurred with hlm SILVERMAN on the New Deal and the
national planning of economics, —

BURNS stated he did not know SILVERMAN socially, has never meb

_his wife and has never been in the SILVERMAN home. He also commented that

he lived for a period in the Near Bast ard con$iders himself an expert on
Oriental rugs. He.declared, however, that he has never heard SILVERMAN
menbion the subject of Oriental rugs and that he was not aware that
SILVERMAN was -in possession of any such rug.

He conbinuved that he met SILVERMAN on the streets several times
after his Tariff Commission employment and stated that he SILVERMAN had
worked. for the Air Force and subsequently for the French Purchasing
Commission., He also said that it was his understanding th:t SILVERMAN had
been fired by the NRA after some difficulty, and had been informed by

SILVERMAN that -he, SILVERMAN, had ®gone to bat® for some fellow who was a
brilliant consumer economist and so vigorously defended him that the fellow
was rehired and as a result SILVERMAN was fired, It was his opinion that
Adbdleu at the Tariff Commission would have been of any interest to any
other country as effecting the National Security of the nation. The
Canadian trade report cgnsisted only of tariff rates on imports from Canada.

Mr._.CAl

ImmNAC L

_WHELAN upon interview by Specn_al Agent Herbert 5.

Hawk:ms on February £3 s 1949, in room 212, U.S. Tariff Comm:.ssmn, stated

that he knew SILVERMAN for about six months in 1935 and 1936, He did not
know SILVERMAN socially and knew nothing concerning his beliefs, associates
or activities, and could contribute no information relative to SILVERMAN
pertinent to this inquiry.

Mr. E.M, WHITCOB:‘.[E,DJ.rector of Investigations, U.S. Tariff

Commission, was—irterviewed in his office on February 2L, 1949, by Special
Agent John B. Van Etten. WHITCOMB advised that during SILVERMAN'S employ-
ment with the Tariff Commission.he became fairly well acquainted. with

“him in armd about the office bubt that their association did not extend to
that of a social nature. Mr., WHITCOMB knew of no one with whom SILVERMAN
was particularly intimate. He recalled SILVERMAN was highly regarded and
nothing had ever come to his attention which would lead him to question
STILVERMAN's activities or associates or his allegiance to this country.

Kisseloff-4294
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YRPLHYSTARR upon interview by Spe01a1 Agents Philip Ho .
Wilson and Harry K. Clayton on February 16, 1949, in her office, Room 118,
Bureau of Census, Suitland, Maryland, aav1sed that she formerly shared an
office at the U,S. Tariff Gommission with &. ZEORGE SILVERMAN, Miss STARR
stated that SILVERMAN was a senior economisi/and at that time she was a
Jjunior economist. 8She remarked that LEWI$#CONNOR worked dlrectly'w1th
ABRAHAM~. Go'!BIIVERMAN on reciprocal tTade “agreement programs; that 2 both
were workingfon a trade agreement with fanada. SILVERMAN an¢ CONNCR she
reported ha many loud and verbose arguments over its preparation. She
believed n At CONNOR and SIIVERMAN's differences of opinion stemmed from
their dlvzfglng ideas concerning their granting concessions to Canada. It
was not belief that their arguments were of a political nature.

In order\to explain her cpinion of SILVERMAN®s political beliefs, Miss STARR
state:xﬁh considered herself as having leaned mederately to the Bleft®

in hergthefries in the 1930's but that she never remotely approached
Commugism. She explalned she was in sympabhy wlth the New Deal Administration.
Miss STARR believed that SILVERMAN was much more "left% than she as he
maintained a generally pro~Russian attitvde. .She stated that inasmuch as

she was a junior member of the group working under SILVERMAN he was not
inclined to confide in her, therefore she was unable to say whether his
attitude was so very left as to be dangerous to the United States,

In response to guestions asked Miss STARR as to what brought

. SIIVERMAN to United States Tarﬁfz Commission, she stated A, FOX is the

person who would have actually hired him but as to who had recommended him

-or how he cbtained the position she was unsble to say.

Miss STARR contended that_there was no apparent Communistic
activities going on in her section while she was employed in the Tariff
Commission and that so far as she knows SILVERMAN never openly showed any
tendencies ‘which might he considered dangerous to the best interests of the
United States. Miss ST4RR further advised that some people may have gotten
the wrong impregSsion that she was in sympathy with Communistic beliefs for
a Miss BERTHAXBLAIR vwho was then emplcyed in the Women's Bureau, Labor
DepaTimeric BHae dbproached her with the prOpObltlon to jointhe Communist
Parby. Miss BLAIR told her she had better join then "because those of us
who join now will be on top when the party takes over.® Miss STARR stated
she did not accept the offer and the only reason she mentioned the incident
id because she believes BERTHA BLAIR worked at the Railroad Retirement Board
with SILVERMAN and that SILVERMAN and BLAIR are possibly acquainted. She
went on to say that BERTHA BLAIR was acbtive in the Civil Liberties Union and .
in connection with this activity she went around soliciting coniiributions
for this organization.

It is to be noted the interview of BERTHA BLAIR is being
subdequently reported as an assceciate under the caption ¥Railroad
Retirement Board¥%.

Kisseloff-4295
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Mr wGRESHAM presently -an economlst consultant with the
Central Intelligence Agrency was interviewed in his office on March 1, 1949
by Special Agent John B. Van Etten. GRESHAM advised he knew SILVEIMAN only
indirectly and that he had no immediate contact with him. GRESHAM although
employed with the Tariff Commission during SILVERMAN's employment there was
on loan to the National Recovery Administration during the fall of 1933
until the Spring of 1936, GRESHAM was also unable to furnish any information
concerning SILVERYAN!s employment with the Nationzl Recovery Administration.
He also had no knowledge of SILVERMAN's close associates inasmuch as he never
mixed socially with him. From his general knowledge of SILVERMAN he had no
reason to belief him to be engaged in any subversive or un~fimerican --
activities,

¥r. J. B‘ARK ALBERTSON of the Commodities Sectlon, Lgramic

Section, TariiT Commission, upon interview on March 1, 1949 adv:.%éd Special
Agent John B. Van Ebten that he knmew SILVERMAN had at one time been
employed by the United Stutes Tariff Commission bub that since they were in
separate divisions he had no immediate contact with him. He was unable to
furnish any informabtion concerning SILVERMAN'S activities or close
associatez, He further advised he has not been in contact with SILVERMAN
since their mutual Tariff Commission emplcymenh

On March 1, 1949, Mr. EDWIN-G] ‘&R‘J‘.‘I’\} General Counsel, United
States Tariff Coxmn:.ssmn, was interviewed by Sner‘:.al Agent JCHN B. VAN
EI'TEN and advised bhat he had worked with SIIVERMAN at the Gommission with
respect o the legal aspect of certain tardiff projects to which SILVERMAN
had been assigred. He explained that he had never mixed socially to the best. ~
of his knowledge with SIIVERMAN and that he had no knowliedge of SILVERMAN®'s
close associates. At that time MARTIN advised there was never any reason.
to question SILVERMAN's activities or loyalty bo the United Stabtes Government.
He also reported he has had xio conbtact with SILVERMAN since SILVERMAN's
departure from the Tar:.ff ommission,

Mr, ERN .WOLFE Beonomist, United States Tariff Commission,
was interviewed on Maréh 1, 19h9 by Spec::.al Agent John B, Van Etten and advised
he first came with the Tarlff Commission in 1939 which was subsequent to the
departure of SILVERMAN and that he had not been-acquainted with SILVERIAN
prior to this time. WOLFE stated, however that he heard of SILVERMAN through
a mutual friend., This mubtual friend was HARRY DEXTER WHITE. WOLFE made
the observation that as far as the allegations of BLIZABETH BENTLEY corncerning
HARRY DEXTER WHITE were concerned he felt they had nobt asis and were absolutely
ridiculous., WOLFE remapKed he first became acquainted with WHITE in the summer
of 1936 at which timesHle was member of group in the freasury Department doing
research under JACOBFWINER who was consultant and Special assistant tethe
Sacretary of the I’re«.xsuryo WOLFE recalls other membeys/of this grotip being
H&RRY \l} (TER WHITE; LAUCHAIN CURRIE, FRANK COE; ALLAMAGWEEZY, -BENCKAPLAN,
ARTHU: W ESTER and JOHNDHOOKER. WOLFE advised ‘c.ﬁ"%’ the above individuals
were suggested by JOHN VINER and in his own WOLFE!'s case he had come recommepded
by BROOKINGS Institute., He advised he knew SILVERuAN was a friend of HARRY
DEXTER WHITE and WOLFE had always regarded WHITE as a person whose loyalty was
above question. WOLFE advised that he met . STLVERMAN on one occasion only

9=
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and that was during lunch with several of his colleagues at the Tariff
Commission one of whom knew SILVERMAN and invited him, SILVERMAN to

join the group., WOLFE stated he knew absolutely nothring aboubt SILVERMAN's
activities and other than, his friendship with HARRY DEXTER WHITE could
furnish no information pégarding SILVERMAN.

Mro AFy MUNRO, economist, U.S. Tariff Commission, upcn
interview on Ma¥ch 2, ;9&9’“ advised Special Agent John B, Van Eiten
that he had not worked on any projects with SILVERMAN during SILVERNAN®s
employment with the Tariff Commission and did not mix with him socially
nor did he know with whom SILVERMAN was friendly other than ABRAHAM M.
FOX. According to MUNRQ, FOX at © het time was head of the economics
division, was proud of SILVERMAN and gave the impression that SILVERMAN was
FOX® prodigy. He stated he had no reason to guestion SILVERMAN's activities

Y23 rthe desirability of his associates.

On March 2, 1949, Mr, EDWARD I, MULLINS, Economist, Naticnal
Security Resources Board, was inmberviewed by 7Y S p peclal Agent John B, Van
Etten, at which time MULLINS advised he had known SILVERMAN only casually
and was unfemiliar with .his activities or associates, MULLINS stated that
he left the Tariff Cimmission in 16159 m loan to the Stste Department
for which reason his ceontacts with STIVERMAN wers rather limited. He
further &tated he knew he had ngo.reason to question the loyalty of SILVERMAN
in any way and knew nothing upfavorable concerning him.

Mr. QOSCAR B :*.RIDJ}B# Chairman, United States Tariff Commission,
was interviewsd on February 16, 194#, in his office, Room 27}, of the United

. Shates Tariff Commission Bvi]dmg s by Special Agent William J. Staten and

stated he could only recall SILVERMAN as bsing & gouod employee and very
intelligent person and that he had considered him to be a loyal responsible per-
son in everything he did. ERTDER further advised that he knew of no

associates of SILVERMAN and that his activities and demeanor while at the

T ariff Commission was to thelest of his knowledge favorable., {RIDER stated

he has been with the U.S. Tariff Commission since 1918 and was appointed
Commisgioner in June, 193k #nd was made Chairman of the Commission in 1942,

Mr, LOYLE Re MORRISON, Chief of Eeconomics ‘)1v3.s:Lon U.S.
Tariff Comniss fon, was interviewed at his office, room 203, U.8, Tariff
Gonm1531on Building, on February 17, 1949 by Special Agent Francis.R. McGinty.
Mr, MORRISON recalied SILVERMAN 's working in the Eeoncmic Division of the
Tarlff Commission sometime in 1935 or 1936. He agd during part
of this period, SILVERMAN was working vuth'ﬂrfﬁ&—‘l.\?KéiOU‘l‘HABD 3n the Canadian
trade agreementso Mr, A.M. FOX, deceased, was chiefvf~the. Econowm.cs.
D1v1510n, during this’ partlcu?.ar period.
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Mr. MORRISON advised his personal relationship with SILVERMAN

. was limited to strictly professional contact. He recalls Mr. SILVERMAN was

more of a theoretical thinker than a practical economist. Hg stated that

SILVERMAN usually spoke in abstract terms which were not always practical

. or easily understood. To the best . of his, Mr. MORRISON's knowledge, he
advised he never heard SILVERMAN speak on subjects relating to political

"activity or thought and more over he believed that when SILVERMAN refused to
answer specific guestions before the hearing in the House Un-American
Activities Committee concerning his alleged implication in a- Communist

. app&biatus operating in the govermment he could recall no instances when
SILVERMAN spoke remotely concerning Communism or its philosophies.

' Concerning SILVERMAN'S friends, MORRISON seemed to recall that

HARRY DEXTER WHITE and LAUCHLIN CURRIE were friends of SILVERMAN and it was

Rrs-beTrief that SITVERMAN Had known these men prior to joining the staff

at the’ Tariff Commission,

Mr, LEL%ML& Economist, United States Tariff
Commission, was interviswed by Special Agent Wllllam Jo Staten in his
office, room 258, U.S, Tariff Commission Building on February 16, 1949,
Mr. LOVASS stated that he had been with the U.S. Tariff Comm:.ss:Lon since
1935 and that his associations with SIIVERMAN were merdy that of .fellow
.employeea and that although ke did not know him personally he regarded him
as -a "scatierbrain®, W,en asked why he regarded SILVERMAN in this light,
LOVASSreplied he regarded him as some one who was very enthused at one
moment and very deflated the next and under these circumstances he regarded
him as suck. LOVASS further advised that SILVERMAN had very few associates
at the Commission due to his ®supeiior air®.

LOVASS further advised he could not recall ever seeing SILVERMAN
" socially, that he did not work on the same problems with SILVERMAN, and that
he has only -seen SILVERMAN on the street once or twice since his leaving the
Tari ff Commission, but has had po opportun:.ty to engage in lengthy conver=
sa‘blons with him.

My, BEN DAVIIK ORFMAN Chief -Economist, U.S. Tarlﬁ‘ Ccmmms:.on,
was :mtervn.ewed Mareh 1, 19497 by Spec:.al Agent Chester C. Crawford at which
time, DORFEAN‘fs‘ﬁahed although both he and SILVERMAN were in the: Economics
Dl'VlSlQn of Tarli'f Commission in 1934 and 1936 at no time did he erer have
any projeé¢ts with Mr. SILVERMAN. He continued stating that Mr. SILVERMAN
was working on & project with FRANK SOUTHARD concerning Canadian trade
agreements and that he rarely had any “contact with him socially or pro-
fessionally. He added he may have had lunch with him on rare occasions.

Mr. DORFMAN explained there was nothingstrictly confidential
in the conduct of business of the Tariff Commission which would be a '
risk to the National Security if it came into the hands of any foreign:
nation., DOREMAN also stated he did not recall that SILVEEMAN had any

particular foreign sympathies and did not recall anyone with whom he might
have had contact other than Mr. SOUTHARD,
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Upon interview the following named persons all former co-employees
of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN furnished no information rklative to SILVERMAN's
associates, activities or conduct during their mutual emdloyment at the United
States Tariff Commission. All these individuals acknowl edbed the acguaintance
of SILVERMAN but could furmsh no pertinent information not previously
reporteds
{

Mrs. EVELINA K\SOUTHWORTH, neg%m‘ 1nterv1ewed by Special
hgent Philip H>™Wilson and Spscial Agent Arthur J. Howe, at the United States

Tariff Commission, I::%m February 18, 15h9. -
Miss R..ZAPSTERSON, Textile Specialist, Texbile Division, United

States Tariff“Cdmmissfmternewel by Specialligent Chesier C. Crawford on
February 17, 1949,

S G‘?_.AQ@{P%DER\%BOHN,, Commercial Policy Analyst, United States
Larift C.Dm.'us s30T

Mpo C'I{A i “PORTIR, U'ut.ed States lariff Commission Accountant,
and Mr, ( CLARENCE T ; , LAN“HLE’I Eeonomist, United Svates Tariff Commission,
were all “irmterviewdd b Spe:mal hoent Uhester . Crawlford on March 1, 19Lg,
in their respactive offices,

Dr. NORRIS T KENNY, Numm.on Board, Office of the Secretary of
Defense was :mterve.'e a% ‘his offi €5 room =B, 725 Pentagon Building, on
February 17, 1949, by Special Ageny Francis R. McGinty.

\Y
Yr, ROBART LINCOLNJOTERLEN,. former Chairman of ‘the United States
Terifl Coms.ss:.om wds intervieéwed at his res idence, the Matropolitan Club, 17th
and H Streets, NW, on ¥ ebmary 2ly, 1949 by Special Agent William J. Stateno

Mr, PRENTIE‘E & @“&N }Jun*b:non Board,; was interviewed at his
office, Room I=F; 725 Pentaghn Buﬂu ing on February 15, 1949, by Special
Lgent Willism J. Staten.

Mr. JAMES M/\JARRETT, Heonomic Adviser to the Chairman of the
Excess Profits Tax Coundil, Burean of Interual Revenue , was interviewed-in
his offfce by Special Agent/John B, Van Et’c-en on February 21, 19}490 ’

GARDNER "M /AYONGMAN, DANTEL-J@ TP_XANDER W.A. GRAH
Al "MDRL,IER, a1l former' and Ppresent commodity pr\.-lal.LStS 5 Unit ed States
Taa'lfz ‘Commission were interviewed in their respective offices by Special
Ag@nt John B, Van Etten on February 25, 1945,
: /)

LOUIS E‘:.,;SBALLIFF Chlef of Tgghnical Services; United States
Tariff Commission was inberviewad in his. office by Special #gent John B.

Van ‘Bthen on February 25, 1949,
Kisseloff-4299

==52 *o

-y,




WFO 74=94 ‘.}
| | SEREET
Co_ FEDERAL COORDINATOR OF TRANSPORTATTON - o

l. Personal History

The employment file of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN concerning
his employment by the Fedéral Coordinator of Transportation was made
available to Special Agent FRANCIS R. MC GINTY on February 9, 1949,
at Room 2102 Interstate Commerce Building.

This file reflects that ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN was employed
as a Research Assistant by the Federal (oordinator of Transportation
at the anmual salary of $6500,00, effectivé February 25, 1936. His
oath of office was administered on the same da‘beo He resigned effective
March 15, 1936,

The personal history statement of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN
dated February 25, 1936, contained in the above mentioned record,
reflected that his address was 2138 galifornia Street, NoWo, b:.rth date
February 2, 1900, in Polapd. He was & naturalized cltn.zeno His legal
residence was lis'bed as Boston, Massachusetts, Suffolk County.

SILVERMAN listed his wife, Mrso Aoe%ms as
residing at 2138 Cal_Lforma Street, NoWo

There was nothing additional concerning SILVERMAN contained
in this file not previously reported.

2. Associates

Mre ALLAN W HAGGERTY, when interviewed at his office, Room
4211 Interstate Commsy¥ée Coimission Building by Special Agent FRANCIS
R, MC GINTY, advised that SILVERMAN worked for the Office of the
Federal Coordinator of Transportation for approximately one month
in February and March, 1936, He advised that he does not recall
SILVERMAN except by name only. To the best of his knowledge, Mr.
SILVERMAN was brought to the Office of the Federal (Coordinator of
Transportation by MURRAY LATIMER who was Assistant Chief of the Labor
Relations Divisions )

Mro. HAGGERTY recalled that most all statisticians and
economi.sts were brought- into this office to compile figures on labor:
statistics concerned with the railroad set up. He does not recall any
social friends of SILVERMAN with the possible exception of MURRAY
LATTMER who later became chairman of the Railroad Retirement Board and
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best of his knowledge, Mr. HAGGERTY believes that one
deceased, was SILVERMAN'S immediate supervisor.

HAGGERTY further advised that LATIMER seemed to be SILVERIAN'S
closest friend during his employment at the Office of the Federal Coordinator
of Transportation and it is his belief that Mr. LATIMER would be in the
best position to know SILVERMAN'S close social acquaintances. HAGGERTY
advised that he was never socially acquainted with SILVERMAN and could
give no specific information concerning his activities or associates out-
gide the office. “

On March 10, 1949, Special a4gent FRANCIS R. MC GINTY interviewed
Mr. TEDFORD SHOONOVER at his office, Room 2009 Federal Works Agency.
Mro. SHOONOVER stated he was formerly attached to the (Claims Division of
the Federal Coordinator of Transportation. To the best of his knowledge
he advised he was never personally acquainted with ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN
although he does recall hearing his name and believes he worked under
the supervision of Mr. MURRAY LATIMER. He further stated he was never
aware of any un-Amé€ricdamr-remarks~or“d¢tivity concerning SILVERMAN and
inasmuch as he was never socially acquainted with him he could give no
information concerning his habits, close associates or general character-
igtics. Mr. SHOONOVER advised he was especially friendly with Mr.
MURRAY TATIMER and believes Mr. LATIMER took SILVERMAN with him when they
left the Office of the Federal Coordinator of Transportation and went
to the Railroad Retirement Board.
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The names of the following persons appeared in the personnel file
of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN concerning his employment at the Federal Coordinator
of Transportation, - Upon interview these individuals either hed no recollection-
of SILVERMAN as a fellow employee or could offer nothing pertinent to this
inhvestigations ,

Spefial Agent C. C. CRAWFORD on Maxch 22, 1949, interyfewed Mrs..
MARGARET W :\m:smE":{y 3608 Van Nesg Street. ,Nrww,, Vs, MARY. BiZGRATG, 1733
MassechuBstts Avenue, S. E.3 Miss J GERNAND 3660 Upl' Street, Arling-

ton, Virginiao

i ‘Special Agont CRAWFOBD on March 23 , 1949, interviewed Mr. MARTON M,
A2 G dr,, Barr Building, 1T7th and I Streets, N. Wo, and his son MAXWE MAXWEI.L
] OKIE

gt the same address..

On That same date Agent CRAWFORD interviewed Mr. mcm» 51D,
37k Grenada Street, Arlington, Virginia,

: Special Agent ROBERT E, LENIHAN interviewed thc following pex'sons
on indicated dates: ey

RONAID > AMOSKS ﬁnBURNE Room 512, 1519 F Street, N. W., ‘on Meroh
A8, B et '
27 AXTON 1702 Jackson Street, N, W., on March 21. 1949;

e

FELEN, B #HNELTE 102 Jossup Lane, Bethesde, Meryland, on March 21,
o £ P

OVEN, Comissioner of Security and Exchange Commission,
yos’ Se nﬁ. Street, N, W., on March 21, L1ok9; .
HAR] OVERS’I'REEI‘ 3237 KLi ng.le Street, N, W., on March 21,
l 005 :

JOHN R#MOULTON, 3700.0kiver. Stree‘c, N. W,, March 2k, 191;9,

ELIZABETH PRI CILLAI"‘{TEWKSBURY 706 North Carolina Avenue, 8. By

roh L7, 19k9s - g i,
CHARL‘EB S v.,.,ﬁORGAN 5721 Chevy Chase Parkvay, N. W.,"@ ';March 18 191;9.-'... ,

gt

'ROBERT
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D. RAITROAD RETIREMENT BOARD:

1. Personal Historys:

The following information appeared in the photostatic copy of the personnel
file of ABRAHAM GEORGE SIIVERMAN furnished this office by the Chicago Office as
an enclosure to a letter to the Director dated February 23, 1949. A letter dated
February 2L, 1936 to the U. S. Civil Service Commission from the Railrcad Retire-
ment Board requested authority to appoint Dr. A. G. SILVERMAN as Chief Economist,
It wgg explained that the Railroad Retirement Board contemplated requesting an
Executive Brder which would permit them to £ill the position without compliance
with the competifive provisions of the Civil Service Act. It was their understanding
that the Civil Service Commission concurred with the issuance of such an executive
order. The request for SILVERMAN's appointment was based upon the probability of
the executive order being issued. The following information appearing in the
above letter describes SILVERMAN as followss

ILVERMAN holds a degree of SB, AM and PHd from Har¥ard University and

the degrfe of MA from Leland Stanford. He has been a Research Assistant of Dr.
JADAVIS of Harvard University engaged in a study of credit ratios for the

“Féderal Reserve Bank of Boston. 1923 to 192} he prepared a production index

- of Nev England for the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston.. In the summer of 1924

he was engaged in special research on low cost housing for Better Homes in
America, Inc. and the Division of Building and Housing, U. S. Department of Com-
merce.

"From 1924 to 1931 Dr. SILVERMAN was instructor in Economics and Statistics
at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He was also at this time Consulting
Statistician and Economist, maker of production indexes and Professor of Statistics
at Bahson Institute. In 1931 and 1932 he had a one=year appointment as Research

~ Associate with the National Bureau of Economic Research. During 1932 and 1933

he was a lecturer in statistics and research associate in Economics at Brown

University as well as partitfipating in a study of the Internatlonal gold standard
for the Rockefeller Foundation.

"From September, 1933 to July, 193k Dr. SILVERMAN'was Chief Statistician
with the Labor Advisory Board of the NRA. For the past 1% years he has held

~the p051tlon of Economist with the U. S. Tarlff Commission.

¥ *Hls qualifications have recelved high praise from such eminent members of
his profession as Professor FREDERTCK~ ITLLS of Columbia/University and the
National Bureau of Economic Research who has recently ‘beert President of -the
American Statistical Assoclation and Professor EDWIN -F GAY of Harvard University,
formerly one of the two Assistant Diréctors of research of the National Bureau
of Economic Research and the former President of the American Economic Associa=-

tion',
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Also contained in his personnel file was a letter from the Civil Service
Commission dated March 2, 1936 to the Railroad Retirement Board which granted
authority for the temporary appointment of SILVERMAN. He took oath of office
and entered on duty on March 16, 1936 as Chief Economist, P-7, $6,500 in the
Bureau of Economics of the Railroad Retirement Board. This appointment was
not to exceed 60 days. ’

A description of SILVERMAN®s duties and responsibilities at this time
were described briefly as followss ;

Under general administrative direction with very wide latitude for
independent and unreviewed action or decision; to serve as responsible ad-
ministrative and professional head of a moderately large group of economists
and statisticians of several grades; engaged in responsible économic statisti=
cal work covering a very wide scope of such matters.

Effective March 17, 1936 SILVERMAN was promoted from Chief Economist,
P-7, $6,500 (temporary) te Chief Economist P=7, $7,000 (temporary). Effective
March 16, 1936 SILVERMAN's status was changed from temporary Chief Economist,
P-~7 to permanent Chief Economist (by Executive Order 7342}, P-7, $6,500, It
was noted that on #pril 17, 1936 SILVERMAN'S salary was again placed at $7,000.
This variance in SFTLVERMAN's salary may be explained by the fact that a question
presented itself as to whether he could be paid $7,000 on initial appointment
under the aforementioned BExecutive Order inasmuch as the position had been
allocated under the classification act of 1923 as amended, in a grade with
entrance salary of $6,500,

A Itter dated August 28, 1936 appearing in this file from the Civil
Service Commission to the Secretary of the Railroad Retirement Board made
reference to SILVERMAN's initial appointment to a position in the Railroad
Retirement Board undsr the provisions of the Executive Order of April 10, .
1936 upon non~competitive examination. The letter stated that a review of
SITVERMAN's marital status affidavit dated June 11, 1936 disclosed that his
wife, SARA SLEPTAN STILVERMAN, with whom he was 1living, is employed as a
Case Stipervisor in the Public Assistance Division of Public Welfare Government
of the District of Columbia., It explained that there were eligibles on the com=~
petitive register who are equally qualified and who could be certified for this
position. Therefore, the marital status provision, Section 213, of the Act of
June 30, 1932 would prohibit SILVERMAN's appointment to the classified Civil
-Service., It added that the Commission’s consideration would be given to a
request for authority for the appoiritment of some other applicant without
spouse in the service of the United States or the District of Columbia.

In reply to the above letter the Railroad Retirement Board in a letter
dated September 11, 1936 stated in parts UY,..Mr. SIIWERMAN has now been em—
ployed by the Board on the assumption that he was Chief Economist- for almost
6 months. During that time he has made plans for extensive research,organized
nucleus of the staff, drawn up specifications for the work to be done, become
familiar with the operating problems of the board and in general, became an

i3
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tintegral part of the work making it difficult to replace him, Moreover, the
Board believes itself to be familiar with all economists of standing in the
field in which it is engaged; with all respects to the Commission the Board
doubts whether taking into account Mr. SILVERMAN'’s recent experience there

are on any open competitive roster persons as well qualified for this particular
position as Mr. SILVERMAN.....The Ril road Retirement Board offered Mr. SILVERMAN
in good faith a permanent position as Chief Economist, Had Mr, SILVERMAN knovm
that any question in the matter of his status would be involved; he would not
have dccepted the position.....reversal at the present time would cause exbtreme
inconvenience and disruption of the Board's work and planScocsoeo®

A letter contained in this file dated October 19, 1936 from the Civil
Service Commission to the Railroad Retirement Board with reference to the above
matter, explained that a careful review was made of the qualifications of the
eligibles on the register and it was found that a complete certification for
£illing the position of Chief Economist, P=7, could not be issued. Therefore,
the appointment of Mr. SILVERMAN under the provisions of the Executive Order
is approved subsequent to a satisfactory report on fingerprint chart.

Effective August 16, 1939 SILVERMAN was promoted to Director of Research
of the Research and Information Service. His salary was fixed at $8,000, P-8.
At this time his duties and respomsibilities were described briefly as followss

tUnder administrative direction with practically unlimited latitude for

independent action and decision as head of the Bureau of Research and Information
Service comprising the Uffice of the Director of Research, the Office of thé
Actuary, a Division of Research and Division of Statistics and a Division of
Correspondence and Information Services therefore, eomplete responsibility for
planning, carrying out and reporting upon research projects as authorized by the
Board or authorized by the Chief Executive Officer within the scope of the Board
‘appropriationScecceco™

On July 8, 1941 SIIVERMAN signed personal affidavit under oath wherein
he declared he did not advocate the overthrow of the Government of the United
States by force or vioclence, that hewas not a member of any political party or
organization that advocates the overthrow ofibhe Government of the United States
by force or violence and that during such time as he is an employee of the Federal
Government he would not advocate nor become a member of any politieal party or
organization that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United States
by force or violence. :

Effective August 1, 1941 SILVERMAN's rate of pay increased from $$8,000
per annum to $8,250 per annum with no change in title or position. At the close
of business March 26, 1942 he was separated by transfer to the War Department Army
Air Force as Chief Productlon Specialist, CAF 15, $8,250 per annum,

SILVERMAN's employment application listed his birth as February 2,
1900 in Poland; his legal forwarding address as Boston, Massachusetts. He indi-
cated naturalization on June 2L, 1921 and he listed addresses: of 2138 California

=58
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: He was rated excellent in efficiency on three occasions by MURRA!mggTIMERe
These ratings covered period from April 16, 1940 through his resignstion March 26,
19%2. Tt may be noted that according to the report of Special Agent WESLEY A. .
ANDERSON at Chicago. dated February 23, 1948 in instant matter, Mr. V. PAUL CARNEY,
Personnel Officer of the Railroad Retirement Board, advised that in 1937 a group
of employees of the National Bureau of Economic Research, a WPA Projegt, were as-
signed to the Railroad Retirement Board for a research prOJect and that one JAY V.
CH IBERS entered on duty as a WPA employee on this,project on October 18, 1937 as .

eport Editor at $2,000 per year. Dr. JOSEPH ] TLIMAN and Miss MARGARET
: REENFIELD _were in charge of this projﬁéfgghd under the general “Supsrvision” of

Street, N. W. and 2325 - 15th Street, N. W., Washington, Do C.

’“SIﬁVERNANo
2. Associatess:-

On March 8, 1949 Mr. MURRAY LATIMER, a former Chairman of the Railroad
Retirement Board, currently employed as a Private Industrial Relations Consultant, |
1625 K Street, N. W. was interviewed by Special Agents DONALD D. CONNORS and EDWARD
M, MULLIN. ZILATIMER advised he has known SILVERMAN.for approximately 20 years and
this association was brought about through their college days at Harvard; further,
that LATIMER himself was directly responsible for SILVERMAN's employment with the
Board as he recommended hiring him in 1936 in the capacity of Chief Economist.
Regarding SITVERMAN's employment with the Federal Coordinator of Transportation,
LATIMER advised this was moreorless a paper transaction. This was in view of the
fact. that during January, 1936 the Board did not receive their full Gévernmental
appropriations and consequently the hiring of new personnel was ggfiewhat limited.
As the needs arose, LATIMER made arrangements with Mr. JOSEPH B¥ ASTMAN, deceased,
Director of Defense Transportation, to permit new etiployses 6f the “Board to be
carried on the coordinator's records and books for paper employment only. In this
way, LATIMER was able to secure the services of much needed personnel and defray
this expenditure by writing it off on the payrolls of the Office of Defense
Transportation. Consequently, SILVERMAN was one of these individials carried in
‘this capacity which lasted for approximately twe months. In view of this paper -
employment with the coordinator, LATIMER was quite certain that no individuals
who were permanently employed by Defense Transportation would be in a position
to have known SILVERMAN during his temporary employment with that agency. In - -.
LATIMER®s opinion, SILVERMAN's services with the Board werégpf an extremely re~
liable nature which eventually-kedsto his being appointed Director of Research.
Regarding the employment of CHAMBERS with the National Bureau of Economic Research,
LATIMER advised he was quite certain that CHAMBERS was employed as such. However, .
this project was set up under separate Work Projects Administration funds and had '
no direct affiliation or authority with the Railroad Retirement Boards The main
purpose of the project was to work with various Govermmental agencies and analyze
their productivaty and efficiency. The headquarters of the project was in Phila-
delphia and it was a unit working in the Washington area. One such unit made a
study of the Railroad Retirement Board and LATIMER believed that SILVERMAN, as
Director of Research, coordinated their activities with the Board. LATIMER did
"not know as to whether CHANMBERS  was employed with this group that worked on the

<5
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Board but believed that if lis capacity was\either P=3 or P=l;, SIIVERMAN may have

organized his appointment for the position. | LATIMER could not recall the name of

any individual who was employed by this projéct as it was only of a short duration
and all coordinating work was done through SILVERMAN.

WFO #7L-9L

Regarding SILVERMAN's temporary employment with the Treasury Department
while still employed with the Railroad Retirement Board, LATIMER advised that this
was arranged through HARRY DEXTER WHITE who one day called LATIMER and requested
if SILVERMAN could be~Yoangdto—the Foréign Funds Control:¢fithe Division of
Monetary Research, Treasury Department in an advisory capacity. This was only a
tentative loan which necessitated only several hours a week and SIIVERMAN was at
no time detached .from the Board as such. LATIMER believed that SILVERMAN was a
close personal friend of WHITE, LAUC ILIN GURRLEZRIL and he, LATIMER, has heard
SILVERMAN speak of GREGORY SILVERMASTER. LATIMER further advised that he was ex-
tremely shocked and amazed by Miss BENTLEY's charges and at no time has he had
any reason to believe SILVERMAN to be disloyal to the U. S, Government.

Mr. EDWIN MEDBURYAFITCH, Employment Consultant, Alaskan Railroads; was
interviewed by Special Agent EDWARD M., MULLIN at his office on March 7, 1949,
FITCH advised that SILVERMAN had been hired by the Railroad Retirement Board
several months tefore he arrived and it was his belief that LATIMER recommended
SILVERMAN for the position. During the course of the interview Mr, FITCH was
entirely uncooperative to the point of being rude as he kept referring to the
fact that the Federzl Bureau of Investigation had a file on him, FITCH, and any
information required should be reflected in this file, The only information
FITCH would provide was that he in no way believed SILVERMAN guilty of any charges
made by Miss BENTIEY and further considered SIIVERMAN, LATIMER and himself as .
good "liberals®, Upon questioning by Special Agent MULLIN as to what he meant
by "liberal® his answer was to the effect that "just as liberal as President
Roosevelt and am still -such a liberal and quite proud of this®, FITCH advised
that he had no connection with the National Bureau of Economic Research as their
headquarters were in Philadelphia and did not know as to whether CHAMBERS was
employed by this project and knew nothing regarding their affiliation with the
Railroad Retirement Board., FITCH ended the interview by saying that he knew
nothing of SIIVERMAN's associates as they were definitely not in the same social
circles. FITCH stated further he was not in a position to give any information
relative to STILVERMAN's activities as he, FITCH, had never liked SILVERMAN for
personal reasons and consequently had little or no dealings with him.

With regard to EDWIN MEDBURY FITCH, it may be noted that he was investi-
gated by this office in November, 1941 under the Hatch Act relative to his al=
leged membership in the Washington Committee for lemocratic Action. Upon inter-
view FITCH denied under oath any affilijAtion with such a committee.

On March 8, 1949 Mr. CLEMEN] ﬂlﬂsﬁjol}l} Economic Analyst, Commerce Depart-
ment, was interviewed by Special Age{)’o EDWARD M. MULLIN whereupon he- advised that
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he was w:Lth the Railroad Rebirement Board during 1939 an'Analys’c. and remained

in that capacity until July 1, 1942, at which time k}e esigned as the, poard was
moving to Chicago. WINSTON worked mostly with JOELSENTURIA and -Mes 'HZNETS, now
deceased; who were assistants to SILVERMANo, WINSTOT did not know 48 to whether
SILVERMAN was ever on detached service with the Treasury Department but did be-
lieve that SILVERMAN was closely associated with HARRY DEXTER WHITE. When WINSTON
resigned from the Railroad Retirement Board he went 1t With the Economic Research Pro-

ject, National Bureau of Economic Research in Philadelphia and consequently did not
have any assignment in the Washington area. He did not know as to whether CHAMBERS

- was employed by the Project or.if CHAMBERS would have been in a position to be

hired by SILVERMAN. He did, however, see SILVERMAN a few times in the Philadelphia
Office of this project and believed that he may have been coordinating vagrious

"phases of work between the project and the Board. WINSTON was not a close associate

of SILVERMAN and advised that he knew of no social contacts of SILVERMAN in Govern—
ment circles or otherwise.

In view of the above -situation, WINSTON did not feel quallfled to comment
regardlng SILVERMAN'S loyadty to the United States. : .

Miss THURLEY- ﬁEWS, a Statistician, Research Department, Federal Works
Agency, was interviewed in her office by Special Agent EDWARD M. MULLIN on March
2, 19119 apd advised that she was first employed by the RRB in September, 1938. At
Mr. SILVERMAN was Chief Economist and employed a Secretary, one Mrs.
MERRILL, Miss ANDREWS' capacity was Assistant to Mrs. MERRILL in adminis=~
trative matters and: rouline dictation and consequently did at times take dictation
and answer the phones for Mr, SILVERMAN. Miss ANDREWS remained in this capacity

until 1941, at which time she resigned to accept employment with another Government, :

agency. During her association with SILYERMAN which was strictly from a business.

standpoint, it was her opinion that he yas very friendly with HARRY DEYTER WHITE,
7GDAMS; further, that he did from time to

tlme have luncheon _engagement s with these 1nd1viduals.,

Miss ANDREWS also believed that GREGORY SILVERMASTER called SILVERMAN
on several occasions and made luncheon engapements-With him. However, she at no
time saw any of the above individuals in SIIVERMAN's office. It was her belief
that SILVERMAN was closely associated with MURRAY LATIMER who was instrumental
in securing SILVERMAN®s services with the Board. Miss ANDREWS knew of no close
associates of SILVERMAN at the Board with the exception of IATIMER and JOE
SENTURIA, who was SILVERMAN's assistant at this time. It was Miss ANDREWS belief
that SILVERMAN was a brilliant man who possessed a very retentive memory and who
at no time gave evidence of disloyal association or activity to the U..S. Govern-
ment; further, she was extremely shocked at Miss BENTLEY!s, charges as SILVERMAN
Wwas, to her way of thinkidg, a loyal American, /

. A Lz [ LI

Mr. JOSEPH Bc ‘rLENN, Actuary, Room 3-D=1016, Pentagon Building, Army -
Air Forces, was ‘interviewsd by Special Agent EDWARD M. MULLIN on March i, 1949.
He advised that he went with the REB in September, 193h as Assistant Actuary.

w5 -
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' SILVERMAN was not associated with the Board at this time and GLENN believed

it was around 1936 when SILVERMAN came into the organization as ChieixEccnomlst
through the influence of MURRAY TATIMER. About a year after SITLVERMAN s arrival
or 1937 GLENN became Chief-Actuary of “"the Board and in 1939 held the position ifi
the Research Department, at which time SILVERMAN was Chief of this Departmentﬁ

GLENN remained in this capacity until February, 1942, at which time he
left the Board. GLENN further "advised he was never socially acquainted with SILVER-=
MAN and had never visited his Homg on any occasions.  According to GLENN, the only
close associates of SFIVERMAN at this time were JOE SENTURIA and MURRAY IATIMER,
which associates seemed to be of a close social Natur&T "GLENN knew of no indi-
viduals in other Government agencies who were friendly with SILVERMAN at this time.

During GLENN's employment in the Research Department he had 1little or no
Agspciation with SIIVERMAN other than on routine matters. He further advised that
since lgaving the Board he has had no subsequent association with him. He con=-
cluded that during the course of his infrequent contact with SILVERMAN at the
Board he foufid no evidence leading him to believe SILVERMAN was sympathetic with
any foreign~directed political activity or that his activities were anything other

than those of a loya%;gzzzpiotic American.,

Mr. CHARLES 6%.GOOR, Chief of the Statistical Section, International
Bank for Reconstruction arid Development, was interviewed in his office on March
11, 1949 by Special Agent EDWARD M., MULLIN, GOOR advised that he was first em~
ployed by the REB during September, 193k in the Actuarial Division. Consequently,
he added, he was already employed by the Board when SILVERMAN came in as Chief
BEconomist. Previous to this time GOOR did not know SILVERMAN in any capacity
whatsoever. According to GOOR, he left the Board in Séptember, 1936 and went
with the National Bureau of Economic Research, a WPA Project with Headquarters'
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He described the aforementioned Bureau as one
performing research work with various Government agencies regarding unemployment
_problenms, efficiency and productivity. - GOOR related he was assigned to the. Wash-
ington Unit of this project which consisted of approximately 150 individuals and
his particular duty was with the RRB. There was no .individual in direct supervision
of this unit and although they worked and coordinated with STIVERMANY:SR, GOOR did
not know as to whether SITVERMAN had any say as to whom would be employed by this
project.

~ According to GOOR, Drw’ﬁfiLMAN wds in charge of the projec¢t in Philadelphia
- and had supervision of all %nplcyees who served with the project° GOOR could not
associate the name of JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, J. VIVIANPCHAMBERS, et al as
being employed with the project but believed it quite possible as he was not ac-
quainted with the various units which were working with Government agencies.

5// Upon completion of the project; GOOR again went back to the Board and

put in charge of the Statistical Section in the Research Department. EDWIN
#FITCH, who was an Assistant to SILVERMAN, vias GOOR's immediate supervisor @mg
consequently all of GOOR's activities were correlated with FITCH rather than SILVERMAN.

" e S E}‘
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GOOR again left- the RRB ih December, 1940 for employment with the Sccial-Security
Board. . During 1943 GOOR resigned from the Social Security and decided to seek
employment with the War Department. In view of the fact that he had previous
services with SILVERMAN, he contacted him at the Analysis and Plans Group of .the
Army Air Forces for an opening. SILVERMAN placed him under the supervision of
Colonel ALTMAN whose section was responsible for B-29 engine requirements and .
other supply problems. GOOR remained with the Army Air Forces until several weeks
after V-J Day, at which time he went with the WAA, According to GOOR, SILVERMAN
was extremely close with _MURRAY LATIMER at RRB #nd GOOR believed it was through
LATIMER'sflnfluence that SILVERMAN “réceived his position with the.Board. GOOR had
no knowleﬁge as to how SILVERMAN received his employment with the AAF but knew
that such employment necessitated the review.of secret and top-secret informa-
tion regarding B-29 production, modification, dispersion and supply. According to
GOOR, STILVERMAN was closely associated with-Major LUDWIG ULLMAN, VICTOR PERILO,
LAUGHLIN CURRIE and HARRY WHITE. GOOR had never seen SILVERMAN irdifect contact
with. any of these individuals except Major ULLMANN who was then employed under
SILVERMAN'S supérvision. GOOR himself only knows. VICTOR PERLO, LATGHLIN CURRIE
and HARRY WHITE by name only and has never met them on any occasion.

- After GOOR left the AAF he sav SILVERMAN on one or two occasions, at
whlch time SILVERMAN was employed by the French Purchasing Commission. However,
these were just chance meetings with no prearranged engagements. GOOR does not
consider himself a social acquaintance of SILVERMAN and their association was
‘only brought about through thelr employment at the RRB and AAFo 7

- lg LA 1Y

GOOR advised that he was’ indeed surprised at MlssgBENTLFX;g charges.
regarding possible un-~American act1v1t1es of Mr, SILVERMAN. This was in view of
the fact that during his association with SILVERMAN he has always considered him
a loyal American who would never partake of activities or associations which might
be a reflectlon on his 1ntij;;3y/br alleglance to this Government.

MrSo ESTHER SO\MERRTLL, presently employed'w1th the Central Intelllgence

Agency, when 1nterv1ewed by Special Agent EDWARD M. MULLIN in her office-on February
25, 1949 advised that she first went to.the REB in 1936. - She- received thlé employ_
ment through a Civil Service examination.. It was her belief that SILVERMAN was ‘ap~
pointed to the Board about one month after her arrival., His _capacity was designated
as Director of the Bureau of Research. Several weeks: a@@er Hissgagrival Mrs. MERRILL
was appointed his Secretary and Administrative Assistant, In this capacity she took
his dictation, did his file work and routine correspondence. It was her belief:
- that MURRAY LATAMER recommended SILVERMAN for this position with the Board. At

this time he Zemed to be friendly with LAUGHLIN CURRIE, HARRY DEXTER WHITE and
JFOSTER ADAMS Mrs. MERRILL believes that-a close assoc1éf““6f“STEVERMKN during

"his employment with the Board was Mr, EDWERDYFITCH who served as his _personal
assigtant; also, another individusl is Miss THURLEY ANDREWS, who for a. time was
employed as her, Mrs. MERRILL's, Assistant. —

. Mrs. MERRILL could not give a deflnlte reason for SILVERMAN going with
the AAF outside of the fact that the Board was planning to move from the Washington
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area and he seemed to bg of a patriotic nature and wanted some connection with the
“Armed Forces. Mréc{ ) ILL also believed that previous to his appointment he ‘had
met General BENNETT:; ERS who eventually requested his services with the 4
_Air Forces. ~When~SILVERMAN left the Retirement Board he requested Mrsaygsl,L
to also go to the AAF with him; further, he also requested FOSTER ADAMS and JOE
SENTURIA. Mrs. MERRILIL accepted this invitation as she believed it would be an
advancement and possible promotion. However,.upon arrival Mr. SILVERMAN!s oc-
cupation was such that she, Mrs. MERRILL, would not be capable of being his Ad-
ministrative Assistant. This is due to the fact that she was not versed in

Air Corps Procedure and policies. She did, however, work as his Secretary

for approximately two months and then became a Statistician in his Department.
Mrs. MERRILL did not know the extent of SILVERMAN's association with WHITE or
CURRIE as she had never seen them- together but knew he received numerous phone
calls and made luncheon engagements. It was also her belief that SILVERMAN's
acquaintanceship also extended to VICTOR PERIO whom she believed was then employed
by the Department of Agriculture. In like manner, she had never seen PERLO and
STLVERMAN together but believed that due to the nature of their phone conversa-
tions, thiswas a social acquaintance. '

; Mrs. MERRILL also believed that SILVERMAN was particularly close to
Majm;ﬁUfIEﬁANN‘o“ She could not recall whether ULLMANN was with the section before
e Wwas drafted into the Army but when he returned from the Officers Candidate
School he and SILVERMAN seemed to-beceme very friendly. Mrs. MERRILL also pointed
out that when Major ULLMANN returned from the Bretton Woods Monetary Conference
he seemed to speak very highly of our Russian allies regarding their war ,eff8rt
and their world policies. It was also Mrs. MERRILIL's opinion that Maj f
was in the section as a civilian before he was drafted into the Arméd Forces. Upon
His graduation from Officers Candidate School he immediately returned to this
section and was under SILVERMAN's supervision., In a like manner Mrs. MERRILI, be~
lieved KEEPPER t0 be a close associate of SILVERMAN. During Mrs. MERRILL'S: associ-
ation with Mr. STLVERMAN, which extended from approximately April, 1936 to May,
1945, she did at no time have any reason to doubt the sincerity of Mr. STLVERMAN's
Americanism. It was her opinion .that he was a sincere, patriotic American who had
at no time engaged in any activity or association which would be a reflection upon
his loyalty., She also believed that his services with the Air Corps were of a
sincere and honest nature and his reputation was extiremely well regarded.

6l |
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Mr. Jo EDW LY Chief, Foreign Trade Division, Bureau of
Census, Rodii 2019 su:t.land Maryland was intérviewed in his office on
March 14, 1949, by Spec:.al_ Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON at which time he
advised that he was formerly employed by the National Recovery Administra-
tion and that during this employment he became acquainted with EDWIN
FITCH. He emphasized that during this period of his employment he did
not read or learn of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN'S employment at the
National Recovery Administration. Iargely through the efforts of FITCH,
Mr. ELY stated that he was transferred to the Railroad Retirement Board
in January, 1938, During the greater part of his service with the
Railroad Retirement Board he served as Chief of the Claim and Payment -
Section of the Information and Research Division. During the entire
tifme he was employed by the Railroad Retirement Board, SILVERMAN was
the director of the Information and Research Division.

He advised tha‘b FITCH was his immediate supervisor but that

~ he had many talks on the work in his section with SILVERMAN. It was his
opinion that SILVERMAN was an odd individual and a very hard man to sat-
isfy. He frequently caused members of his staff to rewrite their decisions
on projects on which they were working five or six times for what seemed
to be very trivial reasons. During part of the time ELY served at the
Retirement Board, he advised that he was employed in a different building
than that of STLVERMAN. He has had no social contaet whatsoever with
STLVERMAN and could furnish no information regard:.ng his frlends or
activities.

"ELY stated that the ofi‘:l.ce rumdy indicated that SILVERMAN
~d:Ld not get along too well with the Railroad companies or ‘the representa-—
tiyes of the Railroad brotherhoods but that MURRAY IATIMER,-kept him in his
pdsition despite these feelings. It was also rumored in the office that
LVERMAN was very c¢lose to LAUGHLIN GURREo He believes that JOSEPH
£SENTURIA was the individual who was “closest to SILVERMAN during ‘his ~ :
employment at the  Board. He advised that-SILVERMAN did not get along o
with Dr. JOSEPH#GILIMAN and that SILVERMAN Wrode! GILIMAN exhens:.vely -
and caused GI N to become a nervous wreck.

After the hearings of the House Committee on Un-pmerican
Activities, ELY advised that he mentally reviewed his contacts with
SILVERMAN and he could recall nothing/ that would indicate that SILVERMAN
was engaged in subversive activitiegs .

He advised that DONALIY JEAVER was semng in an administrative
position when he joined the“Rﬁ:.leoad Retirement Board. - However, after
six months WEAVER was dismissed from the Federal. service on charges’ brought
by SILVERMAN, WEAVER discussed these charges with ELY and they were all
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charges that WEAVER was absent from the office on days he had not taken
leave. / )

Mrs. MABELJX&S&L’I‘H, Economic Analyst, Office of Business
Economics, Hoom 3025, Department of Commerce, when interviewed in her
office by Special Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March 1, 1949, advised that
she was formerly employed as a Statistical Clerk and Sta’cis‘bician on the
Research Staff of the Railroad Retirement Board from December, 1938,
through Marchy 1942, She. advised that SILVERMAN was in charge of the
Research Staff and that he occupied this position when she was first
employed by the Board.

she advised she had no social contact with SILVERMAN and
that her business contacts consisted of speaking to him as she passed
him in the hall, Projects to which she was assigned were always discussed
by her supervisors with SILVERMAN. she advised that her offices were on
a different floor from those of SILVERMAN. Miss SMITH had no idea as to
the identity of friends or luncheon.companions. ghe would assume ‘that
other supervisors on the staff were the only persons at the Railroad
Retirement Board who would have known SILVERMAN intimately. She advised
that SILVERMAN did not show favoritism toward any of the employees on
his staff and that she congidered his personnel policies as among the
best she has observed in government service. -

Mro HAROLE ) VOOL, Economlsts Occupational Outlock Branch,
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Room 6326, Department of Labor, adv:.sed
Special jpgents JOHN B. VAN ETTEN and WILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March 2, 1949,
that he was employed at the Railroad Retirement Board from the latter
part of 1938 through 1941. From 1939 through 1941 he served in the
Research and Information Service which was headed by SILVERMAN. During
thi s period he served as an Economic¢ Statistician., WOOL advised although
he was on SIIVERMAN'S staff he was on a rather low echelon and he only
discussed matters with SILVERMAN on two or three oceasions. He has had
no social contact with him and has never entered his home.

He could fumigh no information relative to SILVERIAN'S
associates and said he kmew of no instances where SILVERMAN showed
favoritism toward certain employees on his staff. He advised he was
very surprised at thé allegations made against SIIVERMAN as he believed
him to be a man of unswerving loyalty to this country.

WOOL stated he had previously been a member of the United
Fublic Workers of America but that about two years ago he and numerous
other individuals who were formerly associated with the United Public
Workers of America broke away from this union as they believed it was
commmist dominated and because they objected to persons who seemed to
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have Comnunist leanings being in leading positions in the Union., As the
result he was one of the early founders of the Government Workers Union,
In this comnection he stated that it had come to his attention that persons who
were mentioned in the Press as being Communists or Commmist sympathizers
and were associlated with the United Public Workers of America seemed to favor
other persons who thought along the same lines in the matter of promotions
within their organization., His reason for bringing these facts out

during the conversation, he explained, was due to the fact that SILVERMAN,
while in charge of the Research and Informatlon Service at the Railroad
Retirement Board, did not favor any individual on his staff regardless of

his or her political be?/
Mro._S. HERBERFAUNTERBERGER, Economist, Iabor Relations Information

Bureau, Room 510, 216 constitution Avenue, NoWo, was interviewed by Special
Agenits JOHN B, VAN ETTEN and WILLTAM H. ATKINSON on March 3, 1949. He
advised that he was employed with the Rallroad Rebirement Board from late
1938 wntil late 1941 or early 1942, Except for the first five or six months
of his employment with the Board he served under SILVERMAN'S supervision

in the Research and -Information Service Division, He advised he has had no
social contact with SILVERMAN and has only cortacted him occasionally with
regard to official matters concerning their employment at the Railroad
Retirement Board.

After SILVERIAN left the Railroad Retirement Board and accepted
a position with the Air Forces, UNTEREERGER econtacted him in connection
with official business on four or five occasions. He advised that nothing
was brought to his attention at this time that would indicate SILVERMAN
was permitting unauthorized individuals to ascertain the contents of
claggified documents. He stated that although he was not well acquainted
with SILVERMAN, bhe was very surprised to hear of 'bhe allegatlons that had
been brought against him. ‘

Mrs. GLADY QIS was interviewed in her office, Room 726
of the State Depar‘bment Building located at 1778 Pemnsylvania Avenue,
by Special Agent WILLIAM J. STATEN on March 9, 1949, Mrs. NICHOLS stated
that she has been employed from November, 1943, to the present time by
the State Department and that from 1936 until 1941 she was employed by the
Railroad Retirement Board, and it was during that period she came in eontact
with Dr. SILVERMAN. She related that during her stay at the Retirement Board

" she never heard Dy. SILVERMAN say anything of a subversive or un=American

nature or give any indication of his political ideoclogies. She stated she
had always regarded him with the highest esteem and at the time his name
appeared in the newspapers in connection with subversive activities she
was very much surprised.

Mrs. NICHOLS further related she had been in the SJLVERMAN home
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about 10 times both while they were living on California Street and
later while ‘they were residing at 2325 15th Street; NoW. Mrs. NICHOLS
advised she could not recall any other visitors in the SILVERMAN home
during her vigits there and she could not reeall any details concerning
the furnishings of their home. She further advised that the last time
she saw SILVERMAN was in 1945 when she met him on the street and he told
her at that time he was going to New York.

Mro GEOBG ¢ §§1;IAN, Industrial Economist, Headquarters, U.S.
Air Forcess TRoom 30972 Pentagon Building, when interviewed by Special
Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March 3, 1949, advised that he was employed
from May, 1936, to about February, 1941, as a Statistical Clerk and
Statistician a'b the Rallroad Retirement Board, Washingtony DoCo He
advised that he knew SILVERMAN was the head of the Research and Informa-
tion Division wherein he was employed but that he had no contact with
him either of a social or professional nature. Therefore, GUSSMAN could
not offer any information relative to the associates or activities of
STLVERMAN during this period.

In February, 1941, GUSSMAN entered the UoSo Army. In the
spring of 1946 he advised he was cons:Lderlng leaving the Army because of
the reduction in the Armed Forces and in -this comnection he contacted
ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN at the French Supply.Council, Massachusetts Avenue.
He advised that upon returning to Washington he did nob desire to continue

- his employment with the Railroad Retirement Board as they had moved their

of fices %o Ch:.cag% Illinois. Thus he made the rounds, so to speak, of
Government agenc:.es and attempted to locate a position with the Federal
government. here in Washingtong DoCo As he had not obtained a posgition he
sought’ SILVERMAN, his former supervisor at the Railroad Retlrement Board.
He advised that at this time he also contacted NATHAN GBREGORY, SILVERMASTER,
in an attempt to gain a position at the War Assets Administration. He
.advised that his wife, RUTH“‘WHITE;‘GUS"SMAN niece of the late HARRY DEXTER
_}A{H_;L‘I‘E, was employed at %War Adsets Adminigtration and he beliéves she
suggested that he contact SILVERMASTER.in attempting to locate a position.

k _GUSSMAN advised thdt he knows that SILVERMAN knew SILVERMASTER
and he believes that this ipformation was relayed to h1m by either his
STMON, 177L Lanier Place, NoW., who was
formerly employed With Mrs. ABRAHM GEORGE SILVERMAN at the District of
Columbia Welfare Associdtion, In any eVent; GUSSMAN was pos:nt:.ve that
SILVERMAN did not suggest that he, GUSSMAN, see SILVERMASTER in regard
to Federal employment.

7 He concluded that even though he was not an intimate associate
of SILVERMAN and that he knew him only in a professional capacity, he was
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very surprised at the charges made against him by persons testifying
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities.

In view of the information furnished by Mr. GEORGE GUSSHAN,
Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON interviewed Mrs. MARJORIE F, D@N
Supervisor, Child Welfare Division, Board of PUBIic Weliare, Room 6f0
462 Indiana Avenue, NoWo, on March 14, 1949, ghe advised that she first
became acquainted with SARA STLVERIAN around 1935 while they were both
employed by the Board of Public Welfare and their friendship initially
grew cut of the fagt that they were both from Boston, Massachusetis.
She advised she was the closest assoclate of Mrs. SILVERMAN during the
time she was employed at the Board of Public Welfare, She also said that
she was very close to Mrs. SILVERIAN during the time Mr. SILVERMAN was
employed by the Army Air Forces.

She had little contacht with Mrs. SILVERMAN outside the office
and advised that they exchanged visits Lo each othert's homes on only one
eoccasion. She can only recall meetbing Hir, SILVERMAN on five or six
occagiong and could furnish no pertinent information regarding him.

From her daily conversations with Mrs. SILVERMAN she had the
cpinion that Mr- and ¥rsg. SILVERWAN were very close to each otrer and
did not have & large scale social life. 'I'hc, only friend of the SILVER: ANS
that she knew was HARRY DEXTER WHITE. She advised that she had known
HARRY DEXTER WHITE in Bogton and assumed that the SILVERMANS may also have
known him there. She advised that LAUCHLIN CURRIE was also friendly with the
STLVERMANS and she believed that Mr. SILVERMAN met GURRIE through HARRY
DEXTER WHITE, She also recalled that Mrs. SILVERMAN advised her about six
years ago that she and her husband had bad dimner with Mr. and Mrs. NATHAN
_GREGORY SILVERMASTER, She could furnish no other names of “close associates
of the SILVERMANS.

she could not recall that Mrs. SILVERMAN ever discussed her
rugs or any. problems relating to the storage or disposition of them.
She advised that during her conbtact with Mrs. SILVERIAN nothing occurred
that would cause her to question her loyality. ohe was also shocked at

the accusations that were made against SILVERIAN before the House Committee
on Un=American pctivities.

Also in connection with the interview of Mr. GEORGE GUSSMAN,
Special Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March 15, 3.949‘9 interviewed Mrso
RUTH WHITE GUSSMAN, 4319 N. Pershing Drive, Arlington, Virginia, whereupon
she advised that she was employed by the War Assets Administration from
september, 1945, through June, 1947. During this employment she served

in the Planning and Control Division and the Industrial Real Property Division
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months, she adv:l.sed she had TTittle perSonal contact with SILVERMASTER
and that she had no outside contact with him, During the time she
was employed at War Assets Admlnlstra’olon she used_to lunch daily with
SILVERMASTER’S secretary, Mrs. GILD F, neelfDé o During these |
luncheon periods they naturally discuSsed the work of the War Assets
Administration and persons with whom they had contact. She believes

that Mrs. BURKE indicated during one of these luncheons that SILVERMASTER
was acquainbed with ABRAHAM GEORGE SIIVERMAN. she remarked that-she had
no way of Jjudging the extent of this acquaintanceship. ghe advised that
she remembered the name ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN as her husband had been
enployed under SIT.VERMAN at the Railroad Retirement Board for a period

of about three years., She could furnish no other information concerning
the relationship between SILVERMAN and SILVERIASTER.

Mrso. GUSSMAN advised that she is the miece of HARRY DEXTER
_WHITE_but that she has only met him about five or six times. Her mother
had a personal difference with Mrs. HARRY DEXTER WHITE and there was
little contact because of this difference, In view of the situation, Mrs.
GUSSMAN could not furnish any information regarding any association of
SILVER{AN with HARRY DEXTER WHITE,

. A

On March 11, 1949, Mr. FRANK H. GRAY, Administrative Officer,
Board of Public Welfare, Government of the Distriet of Columbia, Room
3012 Hunicipal Center, made available to Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON
the personnel file pertaining to SARA SLEPIAN SILVERMAN. The file reflected
that Mrs. STLVERMAN was born September 3, 1900, 8t BoFton, Massachusetts,
and that she gmduated from Girls High.School, Boston, Massachusetts. She
recelved a BA degree from Radeliff College, Cambro.dgeﬁ Massachusetts, in
June, 1921, She attended smith College School of Social Work, Northampton,
Massachusetts, from July, 1938, through August, 1938; American University
from September, 1937, through January, 1938; Catholic University from
September, 1940, through January, 194L; and Washington School of Psychiatry
from geptember, 1944, through Januvary, 1945, She was employed under her |
maiden name SARA SIEPIAN from June, 1921, to June, 1926, as a case worker
for the Federated Jewish Charibies, Boston, Ma.ssachus»sa'i;ts9 under Mr.

MAURICE TAYIOR. From June, 1926, to March 1934, she was unemployed. From
March, 1934, to August, 193'7(9 she served as a case worker, intake worker,
and case supervisor in the Public Assistance Division, Board of Public
Welfare, Washington, DoC. - She was furloughed from this position in

August, 1937, urder section 213 of the Classification Act. From Avgust,
1937, through August, 1940, Mrs. SILVERMAN was unemployed. From August,
1940 wntil May 23, 1947, she was employed by the Public Assistance D:.v:.s:Lon,
Board of Public Welfare,, government of the District of Columbia.

She gawve the following individuals as references: MNMro V. FRANK

B N,
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C(\)?/Economist 1918 Rroosevelt Street, No, Falls Church, Virginiaj Mr. —
C NSTON, Economist, 1420 Tuckerman Street, Washington, DeCo, and Mro ..

\-:.,.%

O° ""_A"t:i:o:cneyé7 185 Devonshire Street, Boston, Massachusettso

On a form 57 which was dated March 7, 1947, and signed by
i SARA S. SILVERIAN, she indicated that she had never been employed by -
| ~ the Federal government and indicated in block 26 of that form that she
| does not advocate and has never advocated and is not now and never has
been a member of any organization which advocated the overthrow of this
govermment of the United States by force or violence. On July 9,
1946, Mrs. SIIVERMAN signed a notarized affidavit tthat I do not
advocate and T am not a member of any organization that advocates the
overthrow of the government of the United States by force or violenceo!

DORIS ANDREWS, Assistant Superintendent, Public Assistance
Divigion, Board of Public Welfare, 301, 462 Indiana Avenue, Ne¢W., made
available to Special Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON the Public Assistance
Division persomnel and administrative file pertaining to SARA S. SILVERMAN.
This file reflected that Mrs. SILVERMAN was appointed a case worker in
the Public Assistance Division in March, 1934. However, in August, 1934,
Mrs. SILVERMAN was suddently called to Boston because of her motherts
illness, Her forwarding address at this time was c/o I. SLEPIAN, 19
Townsend Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts.

Ietters addressed to supervisors in the Public Assistance
Division from Mrs. SIIVERMAN during August and September, 1934, indicated
that STLVERMAN had been dismissed from his position at the Natlonal Recovery
Administration and that she believed that this left him in a peculiar
frame of mind and that he was not finding himself or ridding himself of
temporary mental confusion unless he is reemployed. According to these
letters, she thought that apparently Mr. SILVERMAN was not attempting to
obtain reemployment and as long as she was employed durng this period
they were apparently having much marital difficulty.

The file contained a pencil memorandum from Mrs. MARTIN to
ILVERMAN dated March 4, 1940, This memorandum reads #please call
Tﬂr GURRIE - Administrative Assistant to the President, White House =
spoke to hig secretary who did not say in what regard he was calling o
re SARA SILVERMAN. A personal fr:.endo"

The file contained a copy of a letter 'dated March 18, 1940,
addressed to Commissioner ALLEN and signed by LAUCHLIN CURRIE, Admmstra—»
tive Assistant to the President. The letter indicates that SARA SILVERMAN
is the person about whom CURRIE called Commissioner ALLEN previously.

This letter enclosed a statement of Mrs. SILVERMAN'S professional history.

/
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The file also contained a letter from LAUGHLIN, CURRIE, 3132
npt gtreety, NoWo, to JOHN RUSSELL YOUNG, Commissioner of the District
of COlumb1a9 dated May 1, 1940, which letter thanked YOUNG for his prompt
and helpful report on ’che status of Mrs. SILVERMAN®S application with the
Board of Public Welfare. This letter attempted to clear up some mis-
understanding which arose as to Mrs. SILVERMAN®S physical ability %o
perfornm the required work with the Board of Public welfare. He described
her to be in excellent health and fully capable of performing the duties
of ‘the case worker,

At the t:l.me she first applied with the Bureau of Public Welfare
she listed Mr. D.WWEINTRAUB of the Federal Emergency Relief as a reference.
After Mrs. Sﬁﬁﬁg AN“Fésigned from the Board of Public Welfare on May 23,
194'7‘9 the Board of Public Welfare received letters inquiring as to her
services from the following organizations: The New York School of Social
Work of Columbia University, Vocational Service Agency, GERTRUDE R. STEIN,
Ince 64 Wo 48th Street, New York, and the United Services for New

Americans, Inc., 15 Park Road, New York Cityo

Mro He A,LGIREE‘MC FAUL, 110 Barron Street, Takoma park, Maryland,
housewife *‘Wa”s“:.n“ﬁ‘emeweé. by “Special Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN on March 3s
1949, Mrso MC FAUL advised that she had been employed with the Railroad
Retirement Board from approximately March, 1937, to Jamuary, 1942, ghe
advised that because her position was in a low echelon she had no contact
with SIIVE on the job, had no knowledge of his associates and did not
mix socially with him or his friends. It was Mrs. MC FAUL'S observation
that SILVERMAN was rather close mth & person whose last name she re-
called asa—s TURIAo

Concerning SILVERMAN'S reputation mth the Railroad Retirement
Baard Mrs. MC FAUL advised he was regarded as a hard worker who commanded
the respec'h of his em?loyeeso She had never heard nor observed anything

° that would make the ldyalty of SILVERMAN questionableo

Mro MAX WBERSHA.Ds presently a Statistician in the Business
Division of the Census Bureau, when interviewed in his office on March 7,
1949, by Special Agent JOHN B, VAN ETTEN, advised that while he was on
employment with the Railroad Retirement Board from September, 1937, to
1942, he worked as a S‘bat:.stlcian in the Actuarial gection, his immediate
supervisor being JOSEPH B, GLENN., BERSHAD advised that his classification
ranged from P=1 to P=2 and that his job was that of a minor sort so that he
did not come jin contact with such persons as the various directors. BERSHAD
stated that Originally the Research and Information Division and the Office
of ‘the Actﬁy were separate divisions headed by GEORGE SILVERMAN and

EENN respectively. When these two sections were merged into one,
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SILVERMAN was put in charge of the whole group which did not set too
well with JOSEPH GLENN who in effect became responsible to SILVERMAN.
Friction between SILVERMAN and GIENN was immediate and ultimately

GLENN was discharged. The specific reason for this discharge not being
known ‘to BERSHAD. BERSHAD advised he had no reason to question the
loyalty of SILVERIAN but was hardly in a position to judge since he

did not mix with him- socially, was not acquainted with his close assoc::.ates
and had no way of knowing’what his political ideologies were.

Y,

Mrs. HE (BOGATY, 1900 Roanoke Street, Green Meadows, Mary-
land, housem_fe was interviewed by Special Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN on
March 3, 1949 Mrso BOGATY related that she was formerly employed at
the Railroad Retirement Board from 1939 to 1942. She remarked she was
acquainted with SILVERMAN but had no knowledge of his habits, activities
or associates.

Miss BERTHA BLAIR, 1892 Ontario Place, N.Wo, was interviewed
by Special Agents WILLIAM H. ATKINSON and PHILIP H. WILSON on February
24y 1949, at the Bureau of Census, Sufland, Maryland, where she is
currently employed. Miss BLAIR stabted she was employed at the Railroad
Retirement Board, Research Section, under Dr. ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN
and was under his immediate supervision for some time. She advised that

* his staff was small bulb she did not get to know him outside the scope

of her professional duties and she had no knowledge of his outside -
activities or assoclates. She considered him to be a sound economist
whose political beliefs appeared to be those of any normal loyal American.

Miss BLAIR conveyéd the impression to the interviewing Agents
that she was reluctant to be interviewed and she did not volunteer any

“information whlch was not requested from her directly.

With regard to BERTHA BLAIR, reference is made ‘to the report
of Spec1al Agent CARL N. DE TEMPLE dated March 14, 1949, at Washington,
DoCo, in instant matter, wherein FLORENCEXTHOMPKINS, SILVERMAN'S maid,
recalled. the STLVERMANS mentioned the name™ of BERIHA BLAIR. Also further

‘,1nformt10n relative to the activities of BERTHA BLAIR is being set out
in instant report under the interview of MYRTLE STARR, assoclate of

SILVERMAN at the UoSo Tafiff Commission.

Mrso MAURIC MYATASKY was interviewed by Special Agent WILLIAM
J. STATEN .on  March lO 1949,, at her home, 815 Juniper Streeto Mrs.
MALASKY advised that she had been employed as a Secretary to Dr. EDWIN

. M, FITCH with the Railroad Retirement Board during 1936 to 1941, during

which time she had considerable dealing with Dr. SILVERMAN through her
immediate supervisor, Dr. FITCH. She could furnish no information con-
cerning the activities and assoc:Lates of SILVERMAN and charscterized him
as a loyal American.
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In the light of previous statements as set out in this report
made by SILVERMAN and HARRY DEXTER WHITE.fo the effect that at one time
approximately 1941 and 1942 SILVERMAN was employed by the ToS. Treasury
Department, Frozen Funds gontrol, Division of Monétary Research, the
following investigation was conduc‘bedo

E, TREASURY DEPARTMENT

1. Personal History

Mrs. AMY HAIL in the Persomel Office of the Intemational
Finance, Department of Treasury, which division has absorbed the Monetary
Research Division, advised Special Agent WIILIAM J. STATEN on February
9s 1949, that a search of the files of her office failed ‘to reflect anyone
by the name of ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN as having worked there. .

Mrso. WEIR, Secretary to the Assistant pAdminigtrator in the
Persomnel Office of the Secret Service, UsS. Treasury Department, stated
to Special Agent WILLIAM J. STATEN on February 9, 1949, that the files
of her office reflect no information relative to ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN.

Mrs. MARGARET COHAN, Office of International Finance; Treasury
Department, made available to Special Agent WILLIAM J. STATEN on March i 8
1949, a mlscellaneous persommel file which contained a letter which is
herein set forths

s

. , ’ j , fin
PSP nJuly 10,1941,
Wear Mr\FLa’olmero ‘

"I understand from Mr. White that you have agreed
to part time loan of the services of Dro A.Ge Silverman
of the Railroad Retirement Board as Economigt Consultant
to Dr. White in connection with organizing the research
and starting work for Foreign Funds Control.

"Tt's my understanding that it will not be necessary
to reimburse the Railroad Retirement Board for services
which Dre. Silverman will perform. However, should you
desire reimburgement please let me know and I shall
endeavor to have suitable arrangements made.

"Wery truly yours,

* /s/ Ho Morgenthau, Jro
Secretary of Treasury.4
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This letter was mailed to MURRAY TATIMER, Chalrman, Railroad
Retirement Board, and mailed from Mr., WHITE'S office on July 10, 194l.
Mrs. COHAN advised that this was all the information they

possess on SILVERMAN and further that the "Mr. WHITE® mentioned in the
file was probably HARRY DEXTER WHITE, formerly of the Treasury Department.

20 Associates

EI—I[Es presently engaged in private practice of
law at 1616 wKv Street, Nofo, was interviewed on March 9, 1949, by Spscial
Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN and i‘urm.shed the following information:

- PEHIE advised he had been employed with the Treasury Department
from 193/ to 1946 and from 1934 to 1940, he acted as General Counsel.
From 1940 to 1944, he acted as D:Lrector of Foreign Funds Control Division.
During this latter period he also acted as Special Assistant to the
Secretary of Treasury. He advised that he knew of GEORGE SILVERMAN bub
had had no personal contact with him and knew relatively little concerning
him other than apparently he and HARRY DEXTER WHITE were close friends.

PEHIE stated he had no knowledge of SILVERMAN ever functioning
in an official capacity with the Treasury Department and was quite certain
that SILVERMAN had had no assignment from the Foreign Funds Control
Division of which PEHIE had been head. He advised that he did not know
in what wnofficial capacity SIIVERMAN might have participated with HARRY
DEXTER WHITE. PEHLE stated he could furnish no information concerning
CEORGE SILVERMAN'S close associates or activities and had never heard
any¥thing which would make him question SIIVERMAN'®S loyalty to the United
Stateso

PEHIE advised ? at in 194/ he was appointed the First Director
of the War Refugee Boar }1 established by Executive Order but that he
,could not carry the wofk load of this added responsgibility and he was

ucceeded by WIILIA'ﬁ%jﬁ&IYER who is presently Major of New York City.
PEHLE stated B Tooitied thet SILVERMAN was called in by O'DWYER to
aid OYDWYER in establishing policies in comnection with the War Refugee
Boaxrdo

~EDWARD M ‘} RNSTEIN, presently serving as a Director of
Research of “th&“Tnitérnational Monétary Fund, 1818 wHY Street, NoWo, was
interviewed March 8, 1949, by Special Agent JOHN B, VAN ETTEN and
furnished the follom.ng informationg

BERNSTEIN came to Washington; DoCo, in 1940, at the invitation
of HARRY DEXTER WHITE. He stated he had not known HARRY DEXTER WHITE
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prior to this time and that his job upon arrival at the Treasury
Department was to make the statement of the Treasury Department's
policies in answer to a UoS. Senate inquiry at the time.

Subsequent to this project WHITE appointed BERNSTEIN as
Assistant Director. BERNSTEIN advised he had never been particularly
friendly with WHITEs had been in WHITE'’S home only on one occasion.
He stated he met GEORGE SILVERMAN through HARRY WHITE possibly during
a lunch hour since SILVERMAN came to see WHITE frequen 1y at the
Treasury Departmento B

BERNSTEIN knew of only.one occasion when SILVERMAN was
ostensibly acting in an official capacity at the Treasury Department.
At the time of the freezing of Foreign Funds, WHITE gave BERNSTEIN the
Jjob of Technical Advisor to the Foreign Funds Control Division under
JOHN PEHIE, WHITE suggested to BERNSTEIN that SILVERMAN might be
interested in this particular project and might be helpful ‘to BERNSTEIN
concerning any problems which might arise. BERNSTEIN stated that for
a period covering approximately three or four weeks, SILVERMAN did come
to BERNSTEIN and they discussed certain aspects of the Frozen Fund
policies bub the arrangements did not work out too well since SILVERMAN
had to be briefed on everything that had gone on before and considerable
time was wastedo BERNSTEIN recalled that these conferences took place
only on five or six occasions.

He stated that he believes ‘that SILVERMAN soon realized that
his services were not necessary and that he was perhaps not too helpful
and he stopped calling on BERNSTEIN. Other than these occasions,
BERNSTEIN stated he had no knowledge of GEORGE SILVERMAN acting in an
official capacity at the Treasury Department. He added that he had no
knowledge of SILVERMAN exercising any influence over HARRY DEXTER WHITE

.and he had no occasion to question SILVERMAN'S loyalty té the United™

states nor did he have any knowledge of facts which m:.gh'b corroborate
the allegations of ELIZABETH BENTLEY made before the hearings of the
House Committee on TrhiAmerican Activities investigating Compunist
espionage in the U.S% Government.

,ANSEL.VF?‘*{ffXFORD,, Assistant General Counsel, International
Mometaxy Fund, was interviewed on March 9, 1949, by Special Agent JOHN
B. VAN ETTEN and advised that he first became aware of SILVERMAN arourd
the Treasury Department when SILVERMAN was a frequent visitor of HARRY
DEXTER WHITE. T.UXFORD recalled . that SILVERMAN was a rather noted
economlist and that it was common knowledge that he was frequently in
and about the Treasury Department visiting WHITE, He advised he was
not closely associated with SIIVERMAN himself but recalled seeing him
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at the home of HARRY DEXTE
for the writing of HE

WHITE, on the occasions of plans being formed
PWALLACE®S book concerning 60,000,000 jobs.

i

According to LUXFORD, HARRY DEXTER WHITE, JOE DUBOIS and he,
LUXFORD, prepared President ROOSEVELT®S speech at one time and included
data dealing with 60,000,000 jobs. At the time the President’s speech
was delivered he onﬁ.‘b‘bed this part of it., The day before HENRY WALLACE®'S
confirmation as Secretary of Commerce, WALLACE came to HARRY DEXTER WHITE
and told him he did not have a speech so WHITE, DUBOIS and LUXFORD
collaborated again and pulled out of President ROOSEVELT'S speech the
omitted part concerning jobs for everyone which was the basis for WALLACE®S
confirmation speech.

According to LUXFORD, WALLACE decided that the speech wa
well recel ed he would write a book, Thereupon WHITE had a mee

GREGORI SILVERMASTER, GEORGE SILVERMAN, LOUTS j "ﬁiﬁ‘f‘“ " COE,
SUEIS and perbaps one or two others whom LUXFORD ~coiTd Tot At the
momeht recall, Each of the persons present was assigned a chapter of
‘the book to write. LUXFORD withdrew since he did not feel the thing
would work oute

LUXFORD reiterated he knew wvery little about GEORGE SILVERMAN
but he had discussed SILVERIAN with FRANK COE and is of the opinion that
FRANK COE would be a good person ‘to interview concerning SILVERMIAN since
. he apparently knows considerable about SILVER\AN®S past. ILUXFORD stated
he did not know what the Federal Bureau of Investigation thought of FRANK
COE in view of the testimony of ELIZABETH BENTLEY but he himself
considers COE to be 100 per cent Amsricane =~

On one occasion while LUXFORD was eating lunch with COE, COE
made the statement that SILVERMAN had made a stupid mistake in not
testifying regarding BENTLEY®S allegations. SILVERMAN is sald to have
advised COE that he refused to testn.i‘y on advice of his attorney who
had informed him that it would be wiser for him not to testify because
he would make a poor appearance.

At this point, LUXFORD advised that business-wise he had been.
intimate with HARRY DEXTER WHITE as well as other members of the Treasury
Department who were included in the allegations of ELIZABETH BENTLEY
and he was of the opinion that there had never been any furnishing of
informstion by these persons to unauthorized persons. He considers it
probable that WHITE and the rest of the tboys® sat down and talked with
people who could be considered Communists and perhaps even associated
with them at times but that certainly there was never any unauthorized

Kisseloff-4324
77 isse




WFO 74=94,

« 4 1
\

dissemination of information. LUXFORD advised that he had no knowledge
of SIIVERMAN ever beingsemployed at the Treasury Department in any official
capacity.

TRVIN TTRDMAN, Chief of the United States - Canads Division
of the Inté¥national Monetary Fund, was interviewed on March 8, 1949,
at 1818 uH® Street, NoWo, LY Spec:.al Agent JOHN B, VAN ETTEN. FRIEDMAI\T
advised he was not acquainted with SILVERMAN personally and only knew of
him indirectly through his friends at the Treasury Department. FRIEDMAN
advised that he first came to work for the Treasury Department in the
Monatary Research Division in 1941, He was assigned to Far Eastern
work which work involved the China Stabilization Fund. To FRIEDMAN'S
knowledge SILVERMAN was never officially comnected with the Treasury
Department and certainly had nothing to do with the China stabilization
Fund policies. FRIEDMAN believes that at the time A.M. FOX was in China,
he was accompanied by SOL ADILER. .

AT

FRIEDMAN advised he could furnish no information as to SILVERMAN®S
close associates since they did not move in the same circles and their
positions in the government at that time were on a considerably different
levels FRIEDMAN had no knowledge of anything which would point to SILVERMAN
engaging in subversive activities and had no reason to question his loyalty
or the loyalty of SILVERMAN'S friends at the Treasury Department.

As a matber of interest, the miscellaneous memorandum file
of the 0ffice of International Finance, Treasury Department, made available
to Special Agent JOHN B. VAN ETTEN on March 8, 1949, comtained an inter-
of fice communication dated December 11, 1941, :E‘rom HARRY DEXTER WHITE
to his staff. This communication is set out as follGwss

WFor the time being, Mr;&‘ﬂﬁmn is helping me clear up
some work and I would apprecéiate it if you would regard his
inquiries and sugges’olons as coming from meo.!

Mro FRANK SOUTHARD, present Director of the International Fund
of the Tréasiry Deépartment, was interviewed in his office, Room 926, 1818
WHS Street, NoW., on March 9, 1949, by Special Agent WILLIAM J. STATFNQ

Mro SOUTHARD advised that he had worked in the same office with
Dr. SILVERMAN while they were both employed by the U.S. Tariff Commission
for about nine months during 1934. Mr. SOUTHARD advised that during that
time he considered SILVERMAN to be a very able economist and that they
were both so engrossed in theilr work which had; at that time, dealt with
trade agreements with Canada, that they never had timeé to discuss their
political views. Therefore, he could not form an opinion of SILVERMAN
during that period.
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He further advised that although he knew SILVERMAN to be a
"rabid New Dealert he could not say anything regarding SILVERMAN'S
subversive tendencies as alleged by ELIZABETH EENTLEY before the
House Un—Ameri can Activities Comnitt@8T M ~"SUUTHARD stated after
he left the Tariff Commission he returned to Cornell University where
he was a professor of Economics and where he remained until 1939 when
he went ‘to South America to do some work in economics with the
Guggenheim Foundation.

Mr. SOUTHARD stated that he returned to work in the Treasury
Department during late 1941 due to the pressing world situation and at
this time he came in contact with HARRY DEXTER WHITE. Mr. SOUTHARD
related that he was aware of the d88p fr i‘mendshlp between SILVERMAN and
WHITE but that he had visited the WHITE home on two occasions and Dr.
STIVERMAN was not present at either visit. He further advised that the
only people he remembered at the WHITE residence during these two visits
were Mrso WIILIAIMTTYIDR, who is prese"rggl.y in Washington; DoCo, Dre

- EoM, BERNSTEIN and Mr. and Mrs. HAROTP'GLASSER. ~ Mr. SOUTHARD advised

that he had visited the SITVERMAN aparbment onée in the company of his
mother and the second time with his wife and that he could not recall
any oriental fug that the SILVERMANS might have displayed on their floor.

, Mr. SOUTHARD further advised that he knew SILVERMAN was working
as a Consultant for the Treasury Department during early 1942 in connection
with some work for Mr. WHITE but that he could not state specifically
what this work was.

SOUTHARD further advised he was acquainted with A.M. FOX of
the UoS. Tariff Commission bub was not in a position to give an opinion .
of the relationship between FOX and SILVERMAN and WHITE. He further
stated that he last spoke to SILVERMAN by telephone while SILVERMAN was
in New York regarding a cousin of Dr. SIIVERMAN who was employed in
SOUTHARD®S section which was then the Office of International Finance.
SOUTHARD advised that this conversation was regarding the dismissal
of SILVERMAN'S cousin whose first name he could not recall but whose
last name was SILVERMAN.

SOUTHARD, upon reinterview by Special Agent WILLIAM J, STATEN
on March 11, 1949, advised that he had discussed the visits to the

STIVERMAN home with his wife and mother and they could not recall any

oriental rug but added that it was during the summer when these visits
occurred and most likely the rugs had been taken up. He .alsoc concluded
that neither his wife nor his mother could add anything to the information
previously furnished,
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&%MW&M/VS{ANAHAN, presently administrative assistant in the
office of the Sec:retary, Naticnal Monetary Fund, was interviewed by Svwecial -
Agent EDWARD M, MJLLIN and JOHN B, VAN ETTEN. Mrs SHANAHAN advised that she
had acted as HARRY DEXTER WHITE's principal secretary from 1954-1936. She
said that GEORGE SILVERMAN and HARRY DEXTER WHITE had been friendly as early
1934, however, she did not know how far back their frisndship dated nor
the circumstances which brought them together initislly. Mrs. SHANAHAN stated
that she had no intimate knowledge of SILVERMAN®s activities or associlates and
she had never bsen in his homs. She remarxed that she was in the home of HARRY
DEXTER VHITE only once during the entire periocd as secrstary to him end that
occasion was to take dictation from My, WHITE who was ill at the time.,

Mrg ., SHANAEAN Imew that GEORGE SILVERMAN was a freaquent visitor at the
Treasury Division since the Railrcad Retirement Board headquarters vere just
‘around the corner. To the best of hsr knowledge SILVERMAN was never connected
with the Tresasurxy Department in an official capacity.

The folldowing persons were menticned to Mrs. SHANAHAN in an effort
to refresh her msmory as t0 the persons involved in the allegations of ELIZA-
/ BETH BENTLEY and WHI AKER CHAMBERS:

VILLIAWAAYIOR,
LIDVIG, SLIMAN
VICTOR PERIO,,
FRANK_COE,
HAROTD, GLASSER
SONTA GOID.

Through her position in the Treasury Department, Mvs. SHANAHAN either
knew these people or knew of them and she advised that she had also freguently
met SILVERMAN. During the entire length of her service with the Treasury
Department, Mrs. SHANAHAN advised that she had had no occasion to question
the activivies of EARRY DEXTER WHITE or any of the above named persons, including
GEORGE SILVERMAN, and she had abao.lute.ly no knowledge of anyone being engaged
in any su‘nvermve activitises,

She indicated she placed very .lii;ﬁle credence in the allegations
of ELIZABETH EENTLEY or WHITTAKER CHAMBERS.

She gtated that she was sorry thet she could be of no further help -
but since her association with HAREY DEXTER WHITE end the other persons involved
was on a strictly business basis and vas absent of any soclal contect, it was
impossible for hesr to furnish any worthwhile informstion. She was s however,
sure that there had mever besen any material taken from the Tresssury Department
and fumishsd to unautyorized persons.

Kisseloff-4327

=80




—

-
4
#
_,4.":“/ i
Ceine e R

L e J&t,f‘fi? e

-

y
%':“W“Cﬁ’w e P, AE

T e

WFO 74~-94
F. ABMY ATR FORCES, WAR DEPARTHENT

1o ‘Pers onal History

The following information appeared in the personnel file of
ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN relating to his employment with the Army Air
Force, War Department, which has been substantially set forth in report
of Special Agent Edward E. Kachelhoffer, dated Mardh 18, 1949 at St. Louis,

Missouri in instant matter,

A Var Department application and personal history statement
dated March 27, 1942 denoted the following informations

et .ABRAHAM,GEORGE..SIIVERMAN_was born in'Poland, February 2, 19003
natura ized United States District Court, Boston, Massachusetts, June 2Ly
1921 under Naturalization Certificate #1593507, He indicated both parents
to have been born in Poland. His wife, SARAH, was born in Boston,
Massachusetts, SILVERMAN's address at the time of this application was
2325 15th Street, W. W., Washington, Do C. He also indicated past military
service in the Army Training Corps, Boston University from September 1918 ’oo

December 1918, recen.vn_ng an Honorable Discharge.

SILVERMAN listed education and previous employment which was
substantially the same as previously set out in instant report except for the
following additional information: He listed employment during the summer of
1924 in Washington where he conducted statistical research on low=cost housing

. for Better Homes in America, Inc. and the.Division of Building and Housing,

United States Department of Commerce.
His references were denoted as:s

JARRY, D JHITE, Director of Research,
United States Treasury Department.

Mr. DAYID.WEINTRAUB, Economics Advisor,
War Production Board.

Mro LAUCHLIN CURRIE, Administrative Assistant to
nf of the United States,

1 0Xs Chinese Stab:.ln.za‘blon Fund,
EOBINSON War Produc'b:.on Board, Administrative
'OT'f:Lcero

Mr. FRANK SOUTHARDS Assistant Director of Research,
United states Treasury Department,

Bl=
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On March 27, 1942, SILVERMAN executed an Oath of Office and
Personal Affidavit in which he swore to support and defend the Constitution
of the United States against all enemies foreign and domestic; that he would
bear true faith and allegiance to the same;, and denied membership in any
political party or organigation advocating the overthrow of the Government of
the United States by force or violence; and agreed that during the period of
his employment by the Federal Government he would not advocate nor become a
member of any political parity or organization advocating the overthrow of the
Government of the United States by force or violence.

A Civil Service Commission form notorized on March 10, 1942,
reflects the signature of "A, G. SILVERMAN" and the answer, "No" to the
question "Are you a member of any Communist or German Bund or organization
or any political party or organization which advocates the overthrow of our
Constitutional form of Government in the United States, or do you have member-
ship in or any affiliation with any group association or organization which
advocates or lends support to any organization or movement advocating the
overthrow of our Constitubtional form of Govermment in the United States?t

SILVERMAN received a War Service Appointment by transfer effective
March 27, 1942 in the capacity of Chief Production Specialist, CAF-15 ab
$8250 per annum with the Materiel Division, Army Air Forces, Washlngton,
Do Co Effective April 1, 1944, SILVERMAN's salary was raised to $8500 per
anmmum. Effective September 16, 1944, he was re-classified from Chief
Production Specialist to Economist,, P=8, at the same salary. On March 8, 1945
his salary was increased to $8750 per annum,

SIL N was rated excellent in efficiency covering & period from
March 31, 1942 #o-March 31, 1945¢ His rating officials were Lieutenant

-Bolonel SAM-§¥ MULLIN; Lieutepdnt Colonel FRANKLIN HY KISSNER; Colonel C. H,
DYSON; and Golénel DONALD. M'FRITCHo 1

SILVERMAN® s employment was terminated effective hugust 18, 1945 by
reason of resignation because of the end of the war and to accept a pos:.tlon
outside of the Federal Government.

2. Associates

Reference ig/made to Bureau letter dated December 15, 1948 in which
the Yfashmgton Field/Office was requested to interview Mr. HARCED WOLKIND and
Mro Fo. QUIMBY BROWNW BRADIEY; with reference to information received by the
‘Bureau that these peoplé~did know of allegations that ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN
had waged a very strenuous fight at the time he worked at the War Department to
have a considerable amount of information of a highly technical and secret nature
come over his desk for statistical recording., According to Informant, this type

=82
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of material would ording#ily under Army procedure be recorded by card punch

operatorse

Mr. HAROTIY VOLKIND, Assistant to the Chief of Program and Developments,
Logistics Section, Army Air Forces, was interviewed February 14 1949 by
Special Agents Thomas J. Barry and Edward M. Mullin, whereupon he furnished the
following informabion:

Previous to Mr. WOLKIND's induction into the Armed Forces in 1943
he was employed as an Economist=Statistician with the Department of Labor.
In that capacity he would at various times consolidate and coordinate Army
Air Force problems with the Deparfiment of Labor; however, during this time
his association was not directly with SILVERMAN, but with Colonel RICHARD
_~TREITHUT, who was Chief of the Labor and Manpower Section, Which was part
“6f SILVERMAN's Analysis and Plans Branch. When Mr. WOLKIND was inducted,

Colonel BREITHUT arranged for him to attend Officer?s Candidate School and
upon graduation arranged his transfer to Labor and Manpower Section.

According to WOLKIND, the set=up of the Army Air Forces; Materiel
Seéction during the period of STLVERMAN®s employment was as followss

The Deputy Chief of Staff teriel and Service, Army Air Force
was Major General OLIVEX ECHOLS and his ‘grxe utive Officer, Brigadier
“"Colonel C ;

General BENNETT MEYERS. nel CHARLES ON, now associated with
Textron, New York City, was in charge of the Control! Office which
consisted of various divisions, one of which was the Analysis and Plans
Branch, headed by SILVERMAN. SILVERMAN's branch was broken down into

several sub=sections which included Iabor and Manpower headed by

¢ ' Colonel BREITHUT.~ The Statistical Control Section was headed by
+ 7t Colonel M, W¢WHITTEN. The Drafting S_ction was headed by Major
ROBERT PRATORIOUS. .

A}

Although SILVERMAN's Analysis Branch was under the direct supervision
of Colonel DYSON, his position was such that he usually coordinated his work
directly with General MEYERS. SILVERMAN's branch did handle confidentiagl and
secret projects such as B=29 modification, development, persormnel and technical
maintenance. He advised further that many such classified information would
naturally be cleared through SILVERMAN's office as it was within his authority
to review this informstion as it passed through the chain of command and also
due to the great volume of work passing through this section during the war it
would be guite natural for SIIVERMAN or any other official who was so eleared to
take material to his home for further study and research after normal working
hours. However, Mr. WOLKIND advised that he himself was in no posibtion.ko
state as to whether SILVERMAN did take office material to his home, but was

5
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quite cer'bain that his position was such that he could justifiably take out
of the building any of the material for further research and study.

WOLKIND further advised that he knew of no dissension between
SILVERMAN and other sections relative to the transmission of technical
and classified information across SILVERMAN's desk for proper recordinge.
It was WOLKIND's opinion that SILVERMAN's duties necessitated the o

* tpansmission of all classified information across his desk and consequently

there was no nobiceable dissension, between SILVERMAN and other sections
regarding this matter.

WOLKIND did believe that STILVERMAN did from time to time have
minor arguments with other sections in his branch relative to various
policies and procedures; however, WOLKIND atbributed this to the fact
that SILVERMAN believed it was his duty to keep abreast of every detailed
policy performed by any of his sections,

During WORKIND!s association with SILVERMAN, which was strictly
from a business standpoint and never of a social nature, there was never
anybhlng in evidence which WOLKIND believed would reflect on SILVERMAN'S
Americanism or rel::.abll:.'by an JBENTIEY's, charges came as a complete shock
0 WOLKINDo

Accordlng to WOLKIND, Magor LUDKIG ULIMAN was also under SILVERMAN's
supervision and/there association seemed to/be of a close social as wel/l/as

a business natpfe, Other officials direct der SILVERMAN's sup‘e:{zgﬁon were

ZeTTMAN, Major SIDNEY LESTER? "KLEPPER, and Mr. JOSEPH ENTURIA,
Who™ was SILVERMAN'S Number One Assistanto' o

Reference is again made to the above described Bureau letter dated
December 15, 1948 in which the intérview of Mr., F, QUIMBY JOHN BRADIEY was
requestedo

During the course of ingerview with other people in the Air Forces
with reference to SILVERMAN, no one by that name was found to have worked in
the Air Forces Headquarters at that time; however, there was a Colonel
F. QUINBY BROWN at the head of the Statistical Control Section at the
Air Forces Headquarters, who had considerable work to do with SILVERMAN's
section. TIt.is believed that this person is identical with the person
mentioned in referericed letter,

On February 18, 1949, Mr, F. QQNBMOVW of 6805 Bradley Laney
Bethesda, Meryland, was interviewed by Special Agent Thomas J, Barry in his
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office at the Central Infelligence Agency where he is a Branch Chief,
Mro. BROUN said he had been an officer in the Air Corps during the war,
having been released from active duty as a Full Colonel, He advised that
he had been assigned to the Army Air Force Headquarters in the Munitions
Building and the Pentagon Building from May 1942 until March 1945 as Chief
of the Aircraft Statistical Control Sect:.ono This section, Mr. BRORN said,
was under the Chief of the Statistical Control Division, which was a regular
part ,of the Air Force and had been set up originally to furnish statistical
ormation to all other sections in the Air Force, Mr. BROWN said that

fhe Chief of this section during most of the part was a_Colonel CHARLES

Y THORNTONo He further stated that the Control Group of WhHiGh K. GEORGE SITVERMAN's
TAnatysis—and~Plans Section was a part of had been setup first he believed as

a trouble shoobing group, but it later turned out to be -a sort of personal .
statistical gathering agency for General BENNETT MEYERS

BROWN said that MEYERS and General ECHOLS his supervisor, could ha.ve
gotten the same sort of information from his, BROWN's, section. - ]

BROWN stated his group had much friction with that of SILVERMAN's
in the manner of reporting figures and statistics and he said that SILVERMAN
used delaying tactics to the advantage of his ovn section,

Mr. BROWN stated that about the time the B-29 program was getting .
started, and the planes were getting ready to go over to the Pacific to Guam
and Tinian (the first group already having left for the China Thea’c.er),
SILVERMAN demanded that BROWN's group prepare a list of every single item and -

part that went into making B-29'$ and also the spare parts Hesddd. BROWN said

that both he and THORNTON .argued against this saying it was unnecessary but
SILVERMAN demanded that it be done saying that it was needed so ‘that when the
planes went overseas they could be checked at the Port and at the take~off point
to see that they were complete,

BROWN recalls that he went to Wright Field to get this progrém started
and SILVERMAN and Ma jor WILLIAM LUDWIG ULIMAN went along, bubt in a separate
airplane, He said he TéGalled that ULLMAN seemed to be more anxious of the two

to get the program started and he recalled that ULLMAN urged SILVERMAN to expedite
‘the reportc ‘

BROWN stated he also recalls that prior to that time he had been out to

Bolling Field to see one of the first B-29 alrplanes that had been completed. .Basause

' ~ of the nature of his work, BROWN said he had been given a special pass to see this

airplane, When he arrived there were about thirty Russian officers climbing all
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through the airplane, This did nobt surprise him toomuch because it was the
policy from the White House down at that time to keep the Russians happy

by giving them everything they wanted. BROWN stated that if anything was
held back from the Russians that the Russians would go to the White House
and see HARRY HOPKINS and then the order would come out to give the Russians
whatever. it might be that they wanted; however, BROWN felt that sometimes the
Military would stop it along the line and-would not give the information to
the Russians. He recalled that the Russians wanted a complete list of all
the parts of a B=29, (this was before' SILVERMAN made his request, BROWN saidy)
however, this information was not given to the Russians due to the fact that.
it was about this time a B=29 had been grounded in Siberia and the Russians
refused to return it to the United S’c.ates Forces. Therefore, it had been
decided not %0 give any information to ‘them concerning the list of partse.

Mr. BROWN said that the repor’o was finally completed and it took
up three drawers in a filing cabinet and that he saw the cabinet later in
SILVERMAN's office and SILVERMAN said that no one had looked at the report
yet, BROWN said that it would have been entirely possible for someone
who had access to the report to take it from the office piecemeal and have
it photographed. He said that he did not have any information that SILVERMAN
or ULLMAN did this, but in view of the charges made by Miss BENTIEY in
her testimony before the House Committee on Un—American Activities he feels
in his own mind that either SILVERMAN or ULIMAN would do it, He had no
suspicion at the time that ULLMAN, SILVERMAN, or anyone in this section was
a Communist or favorable to the Communistic cause., He said that STLVERMAN
did not appear to him to be the type who would, on his own initiative, give
information to a foreign power, but he believed that someone else would
have had to talk him into it

He said that ULLMAN seemed to operate under a very high tension
of some sort and had a very serious persecution complex and he felt that
ULLMAN; would be more the type to Be an Egpionage Agent.

"Mrs. HEIENA PARMELEFXSMITH, 9320 0ld Bladensburg- Roa.d, Silver Spring,
Maryland, now ow with the Logistics Planning Group, Materiel Division, United
States Alr Force, was interviewed by Special Agents Edward M., Mullin and Thomas
Jo Barry on February 15, 1949 in a private office at the Pentagon Building,

Mrs. SMITH said that she had been an Administrative Assistant in
the Analysis and Plans Section under the supervisiopn”of Mr. ABRAHAM GEORGE
SILVERMAN. She said that she had been in this secfion before SILVERMAN came
and that she did not know him prior to his coming” to the Pentagon, She said
at the time he came Lieutenant Colonel CLARENCEFAITH and Major DAVIBXPOLAK

P
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had been €hief and Assistant Chief, respectively of the Analysis and Plans
Section; however, when SILVERMAN came he was put over these officers and
they were soon transferred.

Mrs. SMITH said she did not know who had recommended SITVERMAN
for the position, but she did remember thgb talk in the office at that time
indicated that SILVERMAN had been brought in by Genersl BENNETT MEYERS and
that he, SILVERMAN, had been some sort of advisor €0 ‘the Miite Housés - She
thought in her mind that LAUCHLIN CURRIE had recommended him to MEYERS because
she did know that SILVERMAN Was very friendly with CURRIE.

' ELTZd ¢

Mrs. SMITH said that when the matter concernming SILVERMAN broke
in the newspaper and the charges were made by Miss BENTLEY concerning his
activities; of the people mentioned by BENTIEY, Mrs. SMITH knew SIIVERMAN
%o have frequent contact with LAUCHLIN, CURRIE, HARRY DEXTER WHITE, and
VICTOR-PERLO. She said she was in a position to Kihow THiS becalsé &t times
she assisted as STIVERMAN's secketary and answered the phone.

Mrs, SMITH stated that WILLIAM LUDWIG ULLMAN came into the section,
as she understood it; at SILVERMANTS request and“the talk around the office
at that time was that ULLMAN was a .very important man with high ‘tbntactsx
in the Government, She sgid that ULIMAN and STILVERMAN appeared to be very
close personal friends,

Mrs. SMITH said that SILVERMAN had trouble with the Statistical
Conirol Section, which had done all the statistical reporting before
SILVERMAN's sedbtion had been set up regarding certdin types of information
that SILVERMAN would demand and some people thought he was trying to
"build himself an empire™, but she said that it was his Jjob to brief General
MEYERS and so she did not believe that this denoted suspicious acts on the
part of SIIVERMAN.

As his being in a position to get confidential information and to take
it out of the office to be photographed, Mr. SILVERMAN was in her opinion
certainly in a position to do so as he had access to the highest type of
information in the Air Force and he had a "gold badge® which would allow him
to carry a briefcase out uf the Pentagon at any time, She said that SILVERMAN,
along with other men in bhis section would take work home with them at night
Supposedly to work on it there. Therefore, it would not be at all suspicious
for SILVERMAN to carry documents out of the office,

As far as ULLMAN was concerned, he was in wniform and so he would be

able to carry a briefcase or packages ocut of the Pentagon without any questions
being asked.
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Mrs. SMITH said that she does not recall that anyone person was a
security officer in the section, it being a rotating duty among the Junior
Officers and consisted mainly of checking the safes to see that they were
locked at night,

At the time SIIVERMAN came into this section he brought with him

from the Railroad Retirement Board Mr., JOSEPH J. SENTURIA, who was SILVERMAN's /

assistant all during the war in the Analysis and Plans Group; Mr. FOSTER ADAMS
and Mrs. ESTHER S, MERRILL, who acted as SIIVERMAN's seotetary for a short
time when SILVERMAN first came to the section,

. It is to be noted that the interview of Mrs. ESTHER S, MERRILL had
previously been reported under caption Railroad Retirement Board Associates,

When the matter concerning SILVERMAN broke in the newSpapers, Mrso
SMITH said it came as a complete surprise to her as before that time there
had been no suspicion in her mind at all concerning SILVERMAN's or ULLMAN's
loyalty to-the United States and in her talks with her friends and other
persons who had worked in the same section she came across no one who felts
that they had been at all suspicious of SILVERMAN.

Mrso, SMITH added that SILVERMAN did not entertain very much and
that she had never been in his house, nor had he been in her home, In fact,
she had only seen him once or twice outside of the office and that was on the
decasion of office parties, : “ '

In view of the information furnished by Mrs., SMITH concerning Colonel

FAITH and POLAK £hé respective 201 files were reviewed by Special Agent Robert

Eo Lenihan in Room 1-~E-612, Pentagon Building on;ﬂarch by 1949,

The 201 file "of Colonel CTARENCE H-#¢FKITH, ASN O-425649, Air Corps,
reflected his service as CHi€Y; Tndustrial Planning Statistics Headquarters,
Army Air Force, Materiel Command from approximately February 2, 1942 to
July 6, 1942,

It further noted that Colonel FATTH and several other officers of the
same command were transferred from Washington, Do C. to Cincinnati, Ohio on

or about August 1, 1942 by Headquarters Army Air Force, Special Order #171,
dated July 16, 1942, by command of Lieutenant General ARNOED and signed by.
GEORGE E. STRATEMEYER, Major General, USA, Chief of Air Staff. No further
information concerning this transfer was available in this file.
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The 201 file of Major DAVID MARK%AK;, ASN 0=403281, Signal Corpa,
reflected his service as Assistant Chief of the Statistics Section, Headquarters
Army Air Force, Materiel Command, from approximately February 15, 194l to
Avgust 29 1942,

It was further reflected that Major POILAK was released from the Army
" Air Force, Materiel Command, Vashingbony, Do C. and returned +6 the Office of
the Chief Signal Officer, Washington, Do C. by special order #206, issued by
Go Co MARSHALL, Chief of Staff, War Depariment, "because the Army Air Forces
have no further use for his services.® No additional information concerning
this transfer was reﬂea;t%fl in the aforementioned persomnel or 201 file.

Miss LUCILLRGRISET, 1521 North Longfellow Street, Alrington, Virginia,
employed as & Program Analyst in the Logistics Plan Section of the United States
" Air Force, was interviewed by Special Agents Edward M., Mullin and Thomas Jo
Barry on February 15, 1949,

Miss GRISET said that she came to Washington in June of 1942 from the
Rock Island Arsenal and was first assigned to the Air Ordnance Department of
the Army Air Force, ©She said that she did not come to the Analysis and Plans
Section until December of 1943, at which time STLVERMAN had been head of the
Section for some time, She said that she had met him prior to that time;
however, in connection with some work she did with Air Ordnance and which
came ‘to the attention of Mr. SILVERMAN. She said that this work consisted of
a study that she made that SILVERMAN thought was excellent and as Mr. SILVERMAN
was Loovking forMstule people with plenty of drive.t He arranged for her to be
transferred to his section. Since SILVERMAN has left the Air Forces she has
only seen him once or tmce When he visited the offn.ceo
L e N 1
When MJ.SS BENTLEY made: her charges against SII.VERMAN before the
- House Committee on Un-American Activities she was completely shocked and

could not believe that it was true and if they prove true she will still find
it hard to believe,

Miss GRISET said thabt she had no social contact with SIIVERMAN and
had never been in his home and he had never been in hers. She.added that
‘there was very litble social activity among the group during the war as they
worked all hours of the night, seven days a2 week,.

Miss GRISET admitted that it would be possible for SILVERMAN o¥ anyone
else that had the necessary pass to take information out of the office as many
of the people would want to work on such material at home. She said that she,
herselfy; did not have a "gold badge" so she had to obtain special daily permission

=89=
Kisseloff-4336

E j
3 e ~ !




WFO 7494

to take material from the office to her home.

Concerning Magor WILLIAM I, ULLMAN, she said that she had heard that
ULLMAN could have had a draft éxempt:.on when he worked with the Treasury Department
as she understood he was a very valuable man there, but that ULLMAN had said when
his draft call came that it was not the Smerican way of doing things to accept an
exemption. She said that he went in as an enlisted man and later she believed,
through SILVERMAN's efforts, was brought to the Analysis and Flans Group as an
officer. She said that ULIMAN had left for a periocd to go to the Bretton Woods
Monétary Conference, She said that ULIMAN®s position in the Analysis and Plans
Group was as a Special Project Man and that he had done splendid work in the B=29
Program and that she understood that he got a citation for it.

She said that she did know that MORGENTHAU's office at the Treasury
Department had called ULLMAN a greaht deal., She said that she feels the same about
ULLMAN as she did about SILVERMAN and could not believe that he was a Communist
or an Espionage Agent. e said that things that thsy did would have crept into
their conversations if Fhey had had tendencies along that line whatsoever,

mE—DREDg 1430 Rhode Island Avenue, No Wo, now employed in the
Logistiec Plans Sectlon, Thited States Air Force, was interviewed by Special
Agents Donald D, Comnors and Thomas Jo Baryy on February 16, 1949 when she Baid
that she had been employed first with the Air Force on February 11, 1941, She
does not recall the exact date when she began work with the Analysis and Plans
Group, bubt she does recall that it was prior to SILVERMAN being installed as its
head, Ohe said that she did not know the circumstances of SILVERMAN coming in
the section or who might have recommended him, All she knows, is that all of a
sudden they had a new boss. She said that STLVERVAN brought with him a Mr.
SENTURIA, Mrs. MERRIIL, and a Mr. FOSTER ADAMS from the Railroad Retirement Board.
She said that she was not on~the-same~TISor with Mr. SIIVERMAN at the time she
worked in the section, therefore, she did not have much close contact with

him,

She said that she was in charge of a pool of sixteen statistical
clerks. She said that she recalls that everything they worked on during the
war had been classified as confidential, secret or top secret, She said
she could have, herself, taken a document and put it in her pocketbook and
taken it out of the building., Miss EIDRED stated that in order to get a

briefcase or large package oubt you had to have a special pass which she believed
Mr. SILVERMAN had, Officers did not need such a pass.

She stated she did not know Major ULLMAN very well and had no contact
with him,
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Miss EILDRED stated that she finds it hard to believe that SILVERMAN
could be guilty of the charges made by Miss BENTLEY, as he always seened to be
working for the good of the American cause, She did recall that a VICTOR_PERIQ
from the War Production Board used to be in the office frequently to see
SIIVERMAN. Miss EIDRED offered nothing further that has not already been
furnished by other persons,

lirs. SEYMOUR Lo{SEIEZNOW, also known as Freda S 5o\ Seleanow, 940
Randolph Street, No W was : :mte;r'hewed by Special Agents DonaTd D. Connors
and Thomas Jo Barry on Februaryl, 1949,

Mrs. SEIRZNOW said that she came to the Analysis and Plans Group
in June of 1945, She said that she had never heard of nor met SILVERMAN
prior t0 that time and she did not have any contact with him. She offered
nothing at all pertinent or nothing that has not been brought out by other
persons interviewed.

Mrso Wi@ILL,LA15!&*(2[.&':3\!3‘.1\1‘9 also known as_Nina} endep s 3441 South
Stafford Street, Aﬂfné‘bon, Virginia, an employes TERet Urted States Air

Force was interviewed by Special Agent Thomas Jo Barry on I‘ebruary 16, 1949
whereupon she advised that she had been transferred to the Analysis and Plans
Group, United States Rir Force in November 1943 from the Treasury Depariment.

She said that she was recommended for the position by Mre HAROLD
WOLKIND jond further that she knew Mro. WOLKIND through contact with his wife,
ELEAN w\§OLK;‘131_'Q~‘1n the Treasury Department, She said that Mr. WOLKIND was not
in this"'séction at that time, but was sbill in the ILabor Department., Her

imnediate supervisor in the Analysis and Plans Section had been Colonel O0SCAR
ALTMAN and ahe had been a statistical clerk, P-Rrtlassification.

Mrso IEVIN said ‘that she did not know Mr., SILVERMAN at all before
coming to this section and from her experience with him there found it very
hard to believe that the allegations made by ELIZABETH BENTLEY before the
House Committee on Un-American Activities were just. She further stated ;
that she did not know Mr. ULLMAN before coming to the Air Forces even 'bhough
she had worked at the Treasury Department.

Mrs. LEVIN said she had never been approached by anyone to get

information for them that they should not have nad normally. ©She said thab she

used ‘to take home work and sometimes this was classified as secret, which
necessitated her obtaining a special pass each time material was taken from the

office, Mrs., IEVIN offered nothing further that has not already been brought
out in interviews with other peopls.
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Miss MARJORIE JMGHS 37 Girard Street, No.W., presently
employed as 8ecretary to Colonel HAIGHT, Division of Installat:.ons,
Army Air Force, was interviewed in her office by Special Agents
EDWARD M. MULLIN and THOMAS J. BARRY on February 16, 1949. Miss RAASCH
advised that she came to the Analysis and Plans Branch as a Clerk—Analyst
around December, 1931, and in this capacity remained until approximately
1942, At that time Mr. SILVERMAN came from the Railroad Retirement Board
and took the position of supervisor of the Analysis and Plans Branch.
His secretary at that time was Mrso., ESTHER S. MERRIIL who came with
SILVERIAN from the Railroad RetiFement Boghde Mrs. MERRILL remained in
this capacity for several months and res' ned to accept an advance in
position in another section. Mrs. J. HMITZ then became SILVERMAN'S
secretary and after several months, } WS SCHMITZ was succeeded by Miss
RAASCH in this position. COnsequent'Ly Miss RAASCH was SILVERMAN’S
secretary for approximately a year and 2 half and in this capacity was
responsible for hisg dictation and other office administration.

Mro. SILVERMAN had many callers during this period according to
Miss RAASCH, among these being Mro. LAUGHLIN CURRIE and HARRY DEXTER WHITE
of the Treasury Department. Another was VICTOR PERIO but she could not
state definitely when these individuals mide personal appearances in the
office, It was her belief that SILVERMAN knew these individuals from a
social standpoint. She commented that SILYERMAN was especially familiar
with Major WILLIAM LUDWIG ULLMAN who was under STILVERMAN®S supervision.
According™to-Miss -RAASCH, ULIMAN came to this section from officerts
candidate school. and it was through SILVERMAN®S recommendation that he
was employed in the Analysis and Plans Branch.

Inasmuch as Miss RAASCH occupied a desk in the same office
with Mr. SILVERMAN she overheard his telephone conversations relative
to appointments, etce He seemed to leave the office quite frequently
but did not mention to her as to why he was leaving; consequently she had
no knowledge of his whereabouts during these absences. liss RAASCH added
that in Mro. SILVERMAN®S section, meinly the Analysis and Plans Branch,
they processed and handled all classified material relative to the B=29
superfortresses and it would be within Mr. SILVERMAN®'S responsibility to
review these documents and take them home for further study if required.

- It was her belief that Mr. SILVERMAN was recommended for this position
by General BENNETT.MEYERS to whom SILVER{AN reported directly. According

to Miss RAASCHS SILVERMAN referred to General MEYERS as BENNIE. It was
her recollection that General MEYERS referred to SILVERMAN by his last
name,

During this time SILVERMAN had a brother in the Treasury
Department by the name of JOSEPH STLVERMAN.who was also familiar with
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Major ULIMAN. Miss RAASCH contended that during her association and
work with ULLMAN he seemed at times to