
 

  

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

  Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
November 20, 2019 

 
 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA  91384 
 
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1451786-000 
Subject: NASA’s Apollo Program 
 
 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 
The enclosed 102 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were 

previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).   Please see the 
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests.  

 

 In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled.  Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your 
request by mail or fax to – Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence.   

 

 Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed.  Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days by mail or fax to—Work Processing Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997.  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this notification, your request will be closed. 

 

 One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA).  Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.   

 
If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 

 
National Archives and Records Administration  
Special Access and FOIA 
8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA.  You may file a request with NARA using the address above.  

 



 

 One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed.  Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession.  Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 
44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 1229.10.   

 

 Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed.  Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request.  Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)  according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 
1229.10.   

 

 Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 
release.   

 
Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 

your request.  “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests.  “Part 2” 

includes additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party 
individuals.  “Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful.  Also 

enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 
 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Sixth Floor, 441 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following website:  
https://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 

 
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 

Services (OGIS).  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading 
should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned 
to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

FBI FOIPA Addendum 

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request.  Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests.  Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information.  Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.   

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 
 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c).  Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 

requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)].  FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements 
of the FOIPA.  Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 
 

(ii) Intelligence Records.  To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 

FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].  The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 

 
Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:   
 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 

any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].  This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 
 

(ii) Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records.  The FBI can neither confirm 

nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)].  This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  
 

(iii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals.  The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 

which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].  
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.  

 
Part 3: General Information:    

 
(i) Record Searches.  The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 

searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found.  A standard search normally 
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of 
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law 
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions.  The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records 
of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records are included in the CRS.  Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references, 
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files.  For additional information about our record 
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records. 
 

(ii) FBI Records.  Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission.  As part of this 

dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on 
every person, subject, or entity. 
 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets.  The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 

provides Identity History Summary Checks – often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet.  These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.”  An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service.  For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check.  Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-
checks.  Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov.  For additional information, please 
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.   

 
(iv) National Name Check Program (NNCP).  The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to name 

check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic 
threats to national security.  Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies.  Private Citizens 
cannot request a name check.  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 

the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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OF MEN. NO FURTHER DEF I N I TE RECOLLECT I ON BY IL....-__ ...... 
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b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

< 



• 

-, 
r-... 
CO 

~ 
Ol - [.j 

g 0 u. 
, :;!, c:t: :E. 
<I ;;;:: :E 
~:$ 0 

c:::c 0 

~ 
, 

Tillson _"'-­
DeLoQch __ 
Mohr - - -
Wlck __ _ 

Casper_~ 
Callahan _-__ -
Conrad __ 
F'elt.._.-__ 
Oale..;;..-__ 

Rosen_~_ 
Sullivan __ 

." " 

Ai-rtel 1 - M~. ~el:ly 

To: SACs" Cip.c:i:nuat~ '\\\ 
Hew York. a..~~ ~ /) 

, 'Tampa. ~ " 151--~ 
from: ~ir~etor, FBI fJ7 ~ Jf {P 
APOLLO ,ROCm :rIRE 
',CAPE KENNEDY, JOOR!~A 
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COMMUNICATION,S SEC 
JAN 27196Z" . 
~El'.YeE 

FBI ~lASH DC 

FBI TA~1PA 

FLASH 

FOUR, JANP~RY TWO SEVEN SIXTY-SEVEN. INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

(? eFetz.ewc.e 1'" I1A1PIt 1E:U.PlfoiVC 
~ ~ALL TO BUREAU THIS P.M. 

• 
APPROXIMATELY SIX THRITY P.M. THIS DATE, FLASH FIRE~Io.F UNKNOWN 

.. ' . 
ORI"GI N RIPPED THROUGH APOLLO SPACECRAFT BEl NG 'RE'ADI ED FOR'.' LAUt'{CH : ' '-- C 

TWO TWENTY-ONE NEXT. THREE ASTRONAUTS ABOARD, GRI SSOM, CH~FF&Y~; . -' 

1 

AND .~IHITE, KILLED INSTANTLY. LIAISON ESTABLISHED WITH NA:StfANJL . 

SE~V,I~~S OF FBI LABORATORY OFFERED. NO EVIDENCE EXIlfiSRESEN~tY --~ 3 
":.~ REC .. 44i.., ~. : . - ~&>./J / - , 

TO li'NDltC'ATE FI'RE CAUSED BY ANYTHI NG OTH.ER THAN.,$QU.lPM; :r MA~1-1 _ ----
~. ~~. J ' 

FUNC.TrO,N4I~,A .. , NASA~TECHNICIANS WILL BEG! N: rM.MEDJ~~~ ~NALY~IS ~~'. FEe 8 1967 
., ? .) .. ..' . H 1·~1. S.i , .... ~ •. :' ~ .1... 

SPACECRAFT ...... "'A'ND TELEMETRY DATA TO ... DET1ERMrNE CAUSE." ., Z!!t 'Mb 
• 104 ~ 'l ; . ',\' c __ 

... 4 • 

TAMPA WILL FOLLOW THIS MATTER VERy ; \·ct;OSELY~ 
. r ' \ ,.~. .. 

END • 7 .. 1\"£ ~ J ._ ' ,\'¥:w.;,fIt5I1" Nltru::tJft: l/efl.f)tJlI4.TIG IUJJ) 

RCH • (j - . e~. . A'!',rmom!A'l'!tf:I~cc:; ./l-.D1111fl srfltr71e-·W 

fBI WASH DC \ ~ . ~ ____ ~~ t; ~1t'-
79 FE8 6:: 1967 ·ttl!-. fJ>Ml! ~ m~ PJRE~~ c;,'1'f~ ~ 

COpy SENT TO l\in. 'J:.'OLC) :i 
(X). ., .-- -~' < ~: .• '--' 

~.: MIt SutL~AN 
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Domestic Int~lIigence Division 

INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Date _---=1:=!./-=2:...:..7~/..::...6.:....7....,.._ 

The Special Agent in Charge 
at Tampa was instructed to 
ascertain if there is any 
indication of a violation within 
the Bureau's primary investigativ 
jurisdict~on and· to 6\therwi~e 
secure the Bureau's in~erests. 

\~ ' 
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FBI WASH 'DC 

FBI CLEVELND 

• 
ftOWL BUREAU OF IN 

U. S. oEPARn.r " •. 
COMMUNICATIO JON 

JAN 9 1967 
ltaET .. YP.-E 

808 /" PM 1-30-67 URGE~:r HAL 

j.fYbIRECTOR 

• I I , 
" , 

, FROM 'CLEV£tAND (98- ) <ZJ 

CJ UNSUB; INFOftlflA'TION RE'DEATH OF THREE ASTRONAUTS, APOLLO 
~ 

Cj).~dtt_ 
, '/ J SPACECRAfT,,- .AT; ~C,AP.E KENNEDY, ,FLORIDA, JAN. TWENTYSEVEN, 

SIXTYSEVEN: SA'BOfAGE. 

L....-__ ._'_...:..,_-' __ ---,1 SECURITY OFFICER,. NASit CLEVELAND, 

OHIO, TELEPHONICALty ADVISED,THIS OFFICE AT FOUR THIRTYONEPM, 

,INSTANT DATE, THAT A' TEL'EfHQNE CALL WAS RECEIVED AT NASA~ 
CLEVELAND, JUST ,PRIOR TO CALLING THIS OFFICE FROM ONED 

i I WHO STATED ,HE I LOJJ..1.o., 

'TELEPHON~ I I WHO 
. , aNK",,~~ ,~':.. ~'t:'s~StfC,r 

SAl 

b7C 
b7D 

I 

'REPORTED THAT APPROXIMA'TELY ONE MONTH AGO llNSUB"CAME INTO /' 

HI S I ~ ND WHilE: THERE: l'J.ENTl ORED HE' ;ORKED RW'R 4i fiJI"';' N'it 1"",/ .5 ;;'1: 
:mAT CONSTRUCTS A'RD SUPPLIES NASitWlTH ~A~TS FOR THE SP,ACE ... -, _____ I 
CAPSULE AND THAT THREE ASTRONAUTS ~Q,UI:-D"'BE KIL~ED IN A FIRE.'~· FEB~ 2 l'fg, f 

to: C i " ~ 'I 67 '" 
IFURTHER ADVISED HE FURNISHED ABOVE I NFO TO NASA,~ ... _ b6 " 

L.....-_----I 'fi'" ":(1 ' -1 t ~~: -- ~b7C 
WASHINGTON, D.C., THIS DATE. .. 10;- b7D 

IUNABLE rOBE IDENTIFI:EQ FROM CL~VELAND JfmIC~S. ) 
L.....-___ .....I •• U.kUS~ A!.H/;sa~ '1i!J Cr.·JTi-*01l tJ'( OU.{~U (, 

NO FURTHER ACTION BEIN TAR-EN BY .gL~VELANlh J)Ae~ I 

E~9 FEB 6- 19671 ~~ 4- A/Iii" ~ JlitT/~,!~G~'L ~'~I.Jt'l~:lCS >fulJ 
- ~f/UE Ir-JJHltl/l!77tl+-n (}~/ 

RAM fC}- MIt SULLlV AN ~ ~~, PE~OACtl tO~. J~E . . 

FBI WASH DC."; to 
T 1J4Ir~~ . 
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FBI WASH DC • 
FBI CLEVEL'ND 

33~ tRGENT 1-31-67 LJL 

;to DIRECTOR 

FROM CLEVELAND (98-2124) 2P 

hl~SUB; INFORMATION RE DEATH 
M'" 1 t 

'AT CAPE KENNEDY, FLA., JAN. TWENTYS,EVEN, Sl'XTYSEVEN. SABOTAGE • 
.. .. ~ ... C Gil" t ..... , ,4), .,1' • .,. 4,""",,~i\.~*'f 

RE CLEV~Ltd~Drt':r~L, AND BUTEL, BOTH :DA'TED JAN. THIRTY, ') 
:=:. .... 

SIXTYSEVEN. -"e ,', AI EIJIJdilfrll1 

I = 1_;pJUt~,;,_ QJ:JIQ, ..... WHI TE, 

MAL~ TWENTY'THjEE, :~"HIGH SCHOOL :GRADUATE, ,EMPLOYED I 
I Iwo'osr~, fc)iuO,' STATED UNSUB APPEARED 'AT'''-I ---====.---' 
I I SHREVE, OHIO, WHEREI t'EMPLOYED PART TIME, 

ABOUT' TWO AND ONE HALF TO 'THREE MONTHS AGO. I ISTA,rED HE, 

UNSt.B~ ~S.HR:EV.E,-OHIO" ANDL-I _ ...... 

\ 
.. '\ 

1 ~J!I1]:yb.... OHI_O~~ A):,LENGAG ED I.N co NllERSA T1 ON. ~CJ Ylf! 
, , ~\.i 

UNStB CLAIMED TO, BE LQQKING FOR INDIAN CHIEFS GRAVES BY EXTR~~ 

SENSORY PERCEPTION. I ISTATED' THAT UNSUB, IN C'Of,JRSE OF; Ig-Jj~157..Jj;,. 
CONVERSATION, STUED HEWORIrED AT F.ACTORY INCOUlBbus, OHI:t....,.:.'_:..-- b7C 

, • b7D 

WHICH rA NUFA'CTURES PARTS FOR SPACE CAPSULE. UNS UB, BY USI NG
t5 

FEB 2 1967 ; 

PI VI N1NG' RODS~ I:N PRES.ENCE OFI ISTATED_ 

HE HAD DETERMINED THA'T~ THREE. ASTRONAUTS WOULD, ·D1E IN FUtORE lN 

END 51i£rf13l9tt~ 

0" O. 
l 
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CV 98-2124 

PAGE TWO 

CApSULE ON GROUND. UNSUB, THROUGH FURTHER USE OF RODS AT S.AME 

TIME, STA'TED HE HAD DETERMINED PRESI.DENT. JOHNSON WOULD BE 

ASSASSINATED' IN FUTURE. 

L---_.....IISTATED HE WAS BUSY WORKING AND DID NOT REMEM.BER 

~Lt OF CONVERSATION, BUT STATES I IPERHAPS 
L...--___ -;::::::==., 

CAN GIVE' ·MORE' DETA.ItS. HE ,STATEP UNSUB GAVEl I MISNAME 

AND ADDRESS. 

1......-_.....11 ~ TA TED HE' 01 D NOT A DVIS E NASA THA TUNS UB, SA·I D 

THE: ASTRONAUTS WOULD DIE IN' A FIRE NOR' DID HE. STATE THAT UNSm 

A'DVrSED HE KNEW' OF FORTHCOMI NG SPACE, TRAGEDY AS RESULT OF 

WORKING ON SPACE CAPSULE COMPONENTS. 

INVES'TIGATION REI I AT PRESENT EMPLOYMENT DISCLOSES 

HIM TO BE PATRIOTIC CITIZEN WITH GOOD BACKGROUND AND. WORK RECORD. 

LOCAt SECRET' SERVICE, CLEVELAND, ADVISED. 

I,....-______ ---'IBEING INTERVIEWED. lHM SUITABLE 

FOR DISSEMI NA II ON TO FOllOW. 

END 

MXS 

FBI WASH DC 

X ~#. ~~ .. ~/~ . 
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FBI WASH DC 

'-V 
;; 

IFBI TAMPA 

tIro TolAl~ I 
Mr. De'f.o:c~;! _ 
~!r. MoIn·. __ 
lir. Wi~;",-k __ 
Mr. Ctl:,pc;:, __ _ 
Mr. Cd~c':: - .~ .. .. 
Mr. Com.':,J 0' _ . 

XlIr. Fc!;: __ . ~ 
Mr. G:c:? 
Mr. RU!:;;':1,_ 

Mr. Suiilv.l' 
Mr. T8vd~ , 
Mr. Trvti.<.::'_ 

S45 PM URGENT 1/29/S7 ALS n _ ~ Tele. Roc:r'_ . ~ 

~DIRECTOR l_': /X(lVr-/ ~::;~I 
FRO~ TAMPA (S2-0) ',-

FLASH FI RE AS OA Rt20lJLO j.WOz~O-F~. ~AP~.LEN '! EDt- C O~PL.IDC' .~ 
THREE FOUR, JA NUA ~Y n1..9_~.KV~~N _SlKTY - ~..sE'lE.N._< . .l.NFQRMAT ION CO NCER NI N G. 

RE NEW YORK TEL TO DIRECTOR THIS DATE. 

INFORMATION CONTAINED RE TEL FURNISHEDI INASA 

SECURITY, TWO FORTY FIVE P.M. BY SAl ISUBSTANCE 

'" OF CONVERSATION OVERHEARD BY I IHAS ABSOLUTELY NO BASIS 

~ FACT. TAMPA MAINTAINING CLOSE LIAISON WITH NAS'A RE CAPTIONED 

MATTER. 

END 

ELJ 

FBI WASH DC 

P 

12 fG:lt 2 1961 
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FBl WASH DC 
\<~ .~ , " 

.t. _ IL. ' _ _ ~ . , 

FBI TAMPA 

~M URGENT 1/29/67 ALS 

TO, DIRECTOR 

FROM TAMPA (62-0) 

tHREE fOUR, JANUARY n.to SEVEN SIXTY--SEVEN. INFORMA'TION CONCERNnJG. 

RE tJE~1 YORK TEL TO DIRECTOR THrs DATE. 

INFORMATION CONTAINED RE TEL FURNISHEDIL---___ ----IINASA 

SECURiTY, TWO FORTY FIVE P.M. BY SAl 'SUBSTANCE 

'OF CONY.ERS~TION OVERHEARD Byl IHAS ABSOLUTE\..Y NO BASIS ----- . " - ~ - -. ---.~- -----
IN FACt. 

MArTER. 

END 

ELJ 

,FBI 

P 

b6 
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" .," • ·Domestic Intelli.gence DivisiC?n 
-... - . 

INFORMAT"IVE NOTE 

1/30/67 Date ______ _ 

The Special Agent i9 Charge, 
Cleveland, was telephonically 
instructed to have I I b6 
referred to in attached, immediateb7C 

.1y interviewed in an effort to b7D 
identify, locate and interview~ 
without delay the person who' 
allegedly ·st~ted a month ago'that 
three ast~onauts would b~ killed 
in a fire. 

of investiga-

-'-------'---------~~----- -- ------ - -------" 
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TO 

, . . \ 

OPtiONAl fORM HCle 10 
MAY 1962 fDItION 
GSA GEN. lEG. NO. 27 

UNITE:D STATES GIERNMENT 
e 

DeLoA 
~~oh# 
~i7 

Memoran urn 
: lrIr. W. C. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. 
1 - ,AIr ~ 
1 - Mr. 

Wick' 
W,~ C. Sullivan 

DATE: i-30-67 

~Q~per~............, 

.l!g~~lr~t -.--

,,~ 
Trotter .,..-___ 
Tele. Room ___ _ -D~ Brennan 

T. Kelly 
H. Solomon 

Holmes _____ 

By teletype late on 1-27-67, Tampa Office advised 
tha~ lFaison had been established with National Aeronautics 

Gandy ___ ,,-

~ I. 1:'" .. T"'~"" ~ ..... " 
ana~Spac'e)Administration (NASA) officia~s, Cape ~ennedy, and 
sei5.vice""slir9f FBI Laboratory o;f#ered. There !las no evidence at 
th~t ti~e,_'~o indicate fire which claimed lives of three 
astr(>nad;t$~' was caused by anything other than equipment mal-
funct.gion..~,,,-: Tampa is following closely. -. 

... t • , 

P".- ·1(1-. 

:- ~Early on 1-29-67, Cincinnati Office advi$ed a§ 
follQWs by teletype: 

,,_ One I \:= -Istu<;lent at UE.!Y~;'§ttv 6£ DQ-Y.t2P.-., __ 
',payton~,7 .. Ohio, made liJhg aIStance telephone call to :1 in 
~~arsda~~ew York, about 4 p.m. 1-?8-67. Call i~terrupted 
-and I Iheard cross-talk between two men ~oncerp.~ng~itApo1lo It 
.and "Pentagon. It Gist was that evidence had been gathered that 

c" ~""fii-~e was nQt an accident, but act of enemy sabotage. 
was, of impression that ca1~ was to or from Pentago~n~. __ ~ 

~~1~s~;~~c~onversation lasted one minute or less, after which~ __ ~ 
c9nv~r.sation with his parents was resumed. Telephone company 
representative advised no way to determine identity of the ca 
overheard. 

Above was furnished telephonically to Special Agent' 
in Charge (SAC) J. F. Santoiana, Jr., Tampa Offi~e, at 9;35 a.m. 
1-29-67 by Dl:lty Agent W. H. Floyd, Domestic Intelligence Division, 
with instructions it be r~layed forthwith to.NASA officials at ' 
Cape K~Dnedy. By return teletype to Buteau a~9 . ~ew Yqrk Office 
Tam a. advised that NASA requested immediate ·interview 'of' 
~ ____ ~~Scarsda1e, N~w Yor~. 

account, adding noth~ng pertin~e~n~~~tn#~rn~~~rn. :s~~:~WM.p~~~v.u~r~n~s~_e~~D~'Y~----~ 
New Yo~k by tele,t,ype to Bureau,HC:iJPClhHati'VJ.2~~JOf~ice~.il ~"'~ 
AHS:mhV'" :'~ . . REC· 51. ,~~~ rt:f{~~~ -;~j 
(7) , ,r- ~. CON~JrNtiED - OVER 

~'-6 dB 1~ . '~J . . .:112. f~~2 1M' '~'; ~ . :.Ji~{A'I'JO,r ao_~.I'7'"""-'..a t:="r)' ' 
~~ ~. 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 
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•• • • Memorandum to Mr. Sul.J.ivan 
~: FLASH FIRE ABOARD #\POLLO 204 

{

Tampa Office subsequently advised py teletype that 
NASA security personnel, Cape Kennedy, had advised that 
substance of conversation overheard byl Ihas absolutely 
no basis in fact. . 

Duty officers, Assistant Chief ·of Staff fqr 
Intelligence,. Office of Naval Intelligence and Office of 
Special Investiga~ions, to whom data in .paragraph three was 
furnished telephonically on morning of 1-29-67 by Duty Ag~nt 
Floyd, were recontacted and advised of above Tampa ,reply by 
Duty Agent A. H. Solomon, Jr., 8 :45 p .• m. 1-29-:-67. I • 

ACTION: 

For informa~ion. 

/ d; ;lrI1> fY 
f1)V 

2 

b6 
b7C 
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FBI WASH DC .' 
tFBl CLEVELND 

''J 1 120GPM ~ AM URGENT 2-1-67 
, 

H~tO D ECTOR AND CINCINNAtI 

.;11 I OM CLEVELAND (98-2124) 4P 

UNSUB.; I NFORMATlON RE DEA,TH 

" 
LJL 

(~~ 
(J-

OF THREE ASTRONAUTS_APOLLO 

~SPACECRAFT AT CAPE KENNEDY, FLORIDA, JANUARY TWENTYSEVEN 
~i :p n TlP PIlI. .._~ 

LAST, SABOTAGE. 

f-O.Jt lNFORMATION CINCINNATI, ASA LEVELAND RECEIVED 

CALL JANUARY' THIRTY FROM' r---"'""""---,.....HoJj;R:.L\E.:q:.!t~t~f07~JHO 
REPORTED THAT ABOUT ONE MONTH AGO UNsua CAME INTO ,HISc===J 

;u'- b6 
~ b7C 

b7D 

I ~ND M~NTIONED HE WORKED FOR COMPANY THAT CONTRACTS 
<: 

AND SUPPLIES NASA WITH PARTS FOR SPACE CAPSULE, AND SAID 9f­

THAT THREE ASTRONAUTS WOULD BE KILLED IN A FIRE. 

L.....-_ ...... trNTERVrEWED JAN. THIRTYONE SAID THAT' ABOUT TWO 

AND ONE HAtF TO THREE MONTHS AGO UNSUB CAME TO'L-I __ ----I 

CLAIMING TO HAVE EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION" AND TO ~t.LOOK~N~ , ~ 
-REe· 56 '1 0 - \fbi v '/ - .'" 

FOR INDIAN CHIEFS· GRAVES. SAID HE WORKE'D AT FACTORY IN... ..... ' ....... 

COLUMBUS 'WHICH MANUFACTURES PARTS FOR CAPSULE. UNSUB, n! FEB. 2 1961 

BY USI NG DIVI'Nt,~~,~O~~';l S1.AID HE HAD DETERMI NED THREE __ 
~ ........ , - i .. !~"~, >./1#1:':' 

ASTRONAUTS WOULD DIE IN FUTURE IN CAPSULE ON GROUND. 

ALSO SA'ID ROD§f!kHbwED;;FJt~SX9ENT JOHNSON WOULD BE ASS'ASS'INATED 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

IN FUTURE~~6NVERSA~ON WITH UNSUB ALSO HEARD Byl I 
~~fA5J3~~ 19S71!1.~ 

ALL INFOlUtATION' OONT.Atti'm m:n c ~un+ 

b6 
b7C 

5j~< 
(/ 

IcC' 9c 2 



• CV 98-2124 

PAGE TWO 

L...-____________ ---II SHREVE, OHIO, INTER-

VIEWED AND STATED UNSUB APPEARED AT SPRANG AND MORELAND 

SHELL STATION, SHREVE, OHIO, ON A SUNDAY APPROXIMATELY TWO 

MONTHS AGO. UNSUB CLAIMED TO BE ABLE TO FORECAST EVENTS, 

BUT DID NOT MENTION EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION. HE STATED 

'UNSUB SEEMED STRANGE.I ~TATED HE REMEMBERED UNSUB 

PREDICTING FIRST APOLLO ATTEMPT WOULD FAIL, BUT COULD NOT 

REMEMBER UNSUS FURTHER ELABORATING ON THIS STATEMENT. 

~ __ ~bTATED UNSUB DID NOT MENTION CAUSE OF FAILURE, AND 

MADE NO MENTION RE ASTRONAUTS.I IRECALLED UNSUB 

MENTIONING PRESIDENT JOHNSON, BUT COULD NOT RECALL WHAT 

WAS SAl D.I ISTATED UNSUB CLAIMED TO HAVE PREDICTED 

DEATH OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. 

ON JAN. THIRTYONE LAST, L..I ___________ ---1 

.-------.~AVENNA, OHIO, WAS CONTACTED BY SA~L.. ______ ____II AND 

FURNISHED FOLLOWING: 

ABOUT TWO OR THREE MONTHS AGO, HE WAS AT SPRANG AND 

MORELAND SHELL SERVICE STATION IN SHREVE, OHIO, WHEN A 

MAN DRIVING BLACK SEDAN ASKED DIRECTIONS TO CRESTLINE, 

OHIO. HE DID NOT REMEMBER MAN·S FIRST NAME, BUT HIS LAST 

NAME WAS REDBARN, AND HE SAID HIS HOME WAS GALENA, OHIO, 

AND HE WORKED FOR AN AVIATION COMPANY IN COLUMBUS, OHIO. 

REDBARN INDICATED HE WAS AN AMATEUR HISTORIAN, AND WAS 

TRACING JOHNNY APPLESEED·S TRAIL THROUGH OHIO. HE SAID 

END PAGE TWO 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
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CV 98-2124 

PAGE THREE • 
HE HAD EXTRASENSORY PRECEPTION, AND THE POWER OF GOD HAD BEEN 

5ESTOWED UPON HIS BODY. HE HAS ABILITY TO PREDICT FUTURE, 

AND ALSO TO LOCATE LOST PERSONS, EITHER ALIVE OR DEAD. HE 

STATED THAT JACOB FROM THE CRISTIAN BIBLE IS BURIED IN 

OHIO, AND HE HAD PERSONALLY LOCATED JACOB·S GRAVE. HE SA1D 

OHIO IS ACTUALLY THE PROMISED LAND REFERRED TO IN BIBLE. 

HE SAID HE HAD AIDED COLUMBUS, OHIO POLICE DEPT. IN VARIOUS 

INVESTIGATIONS, AND HAD ABILITY TO LOCATE WELLS AND GOLD AND 

SILVER MI NES. 

WHEN ASKED WHY HE HAD NEVER BEEN GIVEN ANY PUBLICITY 

FOR HIS FEATS, REDBARN SAID HE HAD TO KEEP NAME OUT OF PAPER 

OR GANGSTERS WOULD QUOTE BUMP HIM OFF UNQUOTE IF THEY KNEW 

WHAT A GREAT JOB HE WAS DOING FIGHTING CRIME. 

REDBARN THEN WENT TO HIS CAR AND RETURNED WITH T'~O 

BENT METAL RODS. HE HELD THESE RODS IN HIS HANDS IN FRONT 

OF HIM, AND POlNTED THEM ATI ISAID THAT HE 

ACCURATELY TOLD HIM THAT HIS ANCESTRY WAS SCOTCH-IRISH AND 

GERMAN.1 ISAID REDBARN ALSO, TOLD ANOTHER MAN AT STATION 

THAT HIS MOTHER HAD BEEN AN AMERICAN INDIAN AND WHAT TRIBE 

SHE WAS FROM. 

REDBARN THEN SAID THAT HE WOULD LOOK lNTO FUTURE, AND 

HE AGAIN HELD OUT RODS AND SAID, QUOTE LET·S ASK ABOUT THE 

APOLLO SPACE PROJECT. UNQUOTE. HE ASKED RODS, QUOTE WILL 

THE AP,OLLO HAVE TROUBLE IN JANUARY? UNQUOTE. THE RODS 

END PAGE THREE 

b6 
b7C 
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CV 98-2124 

PAGE FOUR .' 
BEGAN TO SHAKE. REDBARN DROPPED THEM, AND WITH A STARTLED 

LOOK ON HIS FACE SAID QUOTE ,DO YOU KNOW THERE IS GOING TO 

BE TROUBLE ON THE APOLLO, AND SOMEONE IS GOING TO BE KILLED? 

UNQUOTE~ ISAID THAT REDBARN ALSO PREDICTE6 THAT 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON WILL BE XILLED IN JUNE NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. 

REDBARN ALSO TOLD THEM THAT HE WAS WORKING ON TOP 

SECRET ,PRO'1ECT AT AVIATION 'COMPA'NY IN COLUMBUS, AND THAT 

HE COULD NOT TELL THEM ANYTHI'NG ABOUT IT, OTHER THAN IT 

CONCERNED APOLLO .sPACE PROJECT.I ISIAD REDBARN STAYED 

AT SERVICE STATION APPROXIMATELY THREE HOUR$, AND BEFORE 

HE 'LEFT 'HE TOL'D HIM IF THEY EVER NEEDED TO LOCATE SO~lEONE 

FOR THEM TO GET IN TOUCH WITH HIM AND HE WOULD DO IT FOR 

THEM~ HE SAlD REDBARN MADE NO ME,"~l~~~Ox.0F j!fTl:~~IS WORK. 

i IDESCR!BErARN AS FIFTY 'iRS. OF AGE, MAtE, WHlT.E,. 
, . I .JJ.l 
FIVE .FEET NINE, ,ONE SEVENTY,FIVE ,LBS." GRAY HAIR, WEARS, tU\1fSSES, 

HAS FALSE TEETH, WAS WEARING WORK CLOTHES. Q ~ ~ 0 . ' -BUREAU HAS lNSTRUCTED INVESTIGATION BE EXHAUSTIVE 

AND THOROUGH,AND ALL LEADS BE SET FORTH 'BY 'TELETYPE. 

RESULTS FURNISHED 'BUREAQ IN FORM SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION. 

SUTEL BUREAU AND CLEVELAND SUMMARY ANY I.NVES.TIGATION. 

CINCINNATI ATTEMPT LOCATE REDBARN AND INTERVIEW HIM. 

SECRET SERVICE, CLEVELAND, ADVIS~D OF ABOVE CONCERNING 

PRESIDENT. 

END 

MIN PLS CORR 
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,END 
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SANANTON 

.,l BUREA!.! r~ IWJ;!':TI::,',i/(Jjj 

CO~~M~~r~A¥rONSr SECf'i~r 
JAN 3 1 1967 \~ 
~ELET.YPEfi 

• 

1':30/£11 CST URGENT 1/31/67 DAW 

Jrri DIRECTOR, FBI #lbl-I-o }~e;,-J"~;?IfP,( 
FROM, SAN ANTONIO C;2-NEW) ~,4;I!~ -- --------

--- '- --

FIR~ IN ALTI:TUD~ CHAMf3ER, BRQOKS_At.R.~ORC~ BAS~, TEXAS, ~ 

:!.ANUA~ -T$~~~~- ;I;TY;~_V';'N: - I NFORMATi ON CO-N~~RNI ~~:---rGI-~ 
ATTENTION:_ ' DOME~T1C INTELLIGENCE DIVISION. 

ON J~NUARY THIRTYONE, INSTANT, OSI, S~N ANTONIO, ADVISED 

FI'RE OCURRED IN ALTITUDE CHAMBER AT SCHOOL OF AEROSPACE 

MEDICI'NE, BROOKS AFB, T~XAS, AND EITHER TWO PEOPLE 

INJURED .OR ONE DEAD AND ONE SERIOUSLY INJURED. FIRE 

OCCU~RED A.M~, JANUARY THI~TYON~, AND NO DETERMINATION 

AS TO ;CAUSE. NO SABOTAGE ALLEGED. 
, .. 

) 
', .. ;OJt I NFp OF BUREAU, 

INV£STIGATI-ON. ' 
' / 

SA'N ANTONI'O CONDUCTI NG NO 

END AND Ack.,_ 

~.' 
, 

I 

G;JG 

FBI WASH DC 
q i -t/ hl:s1- ,'1--_ .. 

fZ FEij 2 t9GT 

- " .. " 
. " .' , \ 

.. ... fr--I 

CO- :hfR. f.,ULLIV ~ MR. DROP.CH FOR lHt: Dm~~TOR 
_. - ----, -- ' - ~ - ... -

I 
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FBI WASH DC 

URGENT 1/29/67 RLS 

TO IRECTOR AND NEW YORK IPG 

FROM TAMPA (62-0) 

:: fll' t:7 £, L.,~_ :?II!I~ f:~.,t!/ZIfF7: 

• , ' . 

_.___ .4 

;~:". I k 
~Ir. ~u ,,~, 

r!:r. Ts 1.." ._. 

~\11'. Tr : •. 1:_ 

rfllc. F· ... )T!l. _ 

',1 "~ 1' , .'e. - -
:\,{kJ C-""!.~ _ 

'c _ • • _' 

I -.=- _ ...... . ~ J 

, 
FLASH FIRE ABOARD APOLLA nl0 ZERO FOUR, CAPE KENNEDY COMPLEX THREE 

FOUR, 1/27_('~l! INFORMATION CONCERNING. ---~- --LEk,d __ .~~. /r . 
t ' .... 

~ .. ~ , 
'RECITEL TO DIRECTOR AND NEW YORK AND BUREAU TELCALL TO TAMPA ~ 

THIS DATE. r 
" (}~ /..; I INASA SECURl TY ADVISED OF CONTENTS OF REFERENCE TEL 

tJ':d;.T .NI NE FI FTY-FIVE AM THIS DATE BY SAl I I NFORf1ATION 

b6 

/ b7C 

l' 

\ 

TO BE PRESENTED TO BOARD OF INQUIRY THIS AFTERNOON. NASA REQUESTS 

L.....-_----II BE INTERVIEWED FOR CONFIRMATION OF CALL AND FOR ANY INFO 

THEY MAY HAVE OVER HEARD. 

NO EVIDENCE EXIST AT PRESENT TIME TO INDICATE FIRE CAUSED BY 

ANYTHING OTHER THAN EQUIPMENT MALFUNCTION. 

UACB NE~} YORK I NTERVI E~ I INMEDIATLY AND FURNISH RESULTS 

OF INQUIRY TO TAMPA TODAY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

. 
J 

'--'" 

b6 
b7C 

END. 4/<- tf (P 157 --If) -_ .. _-
4 JAN 31 .;Jci1 

---- ----
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• fEDUERAL BUREAU OF INVEsrlGATlON 
• S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATlO,NS SEC~TlON 
FEB 1 1967 

WE.S_~E~N. YNI N -. -.... . . . . 

fI f() J,J.; 0 ~ (J/f¢e (! (dtt p-r 
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FD-36 (R~~ 5-22-64) 

• • 
FBI 

Date: 2/1/67 

· i , 
I 

• • I 
t 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Transmit the following in ---------=----:----:--:------:-.,.---------111 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

1 
V. AIRTEL 1 

1a . ( .. ) 1 
Priami' I .. ~ 

----------------------------------------------iYrift"--al£ ~: 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

S~C, CINCINNATI (98-l442) (p) 

Re Cincinnati teletype to Director, 1/29/67, 
and Bureau airtel to Cincinnati, Tampa, and New York, 
1/30/67. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are the 
original and seven copies and for Tampa three copies of 

b7C 

( 

an LHM dated 2/1/67, captioned "APOLLO ROCKET FIRE, i 
CAPE KENNEDY, FLORIDA, 1/27/67, tI suitable for dissemination, I "~"l.,,:'b6 
containing results of interview Withl I It','l'i b7C 
Dayton, Ohio. / I .... ,.., 

I Iwas interviewed by SA ROBERT M. JUDAY. ' 

~- Bureau (Ene. 8~(RM) . 
2 - Tampa (Ene. 3) tfuI) 
2 - Cine inna t i '-<qj; .\J 
ECM:mjf ~ 
(7) ~ 

" 

F 

~GENCY .E1csf.flii.-i. (j NL BCS 
REO. REC'O --,. I L. I 

RATt FORW, ~rapd :: 
nOW FORVI. __ ~ /!J$ 
BY . v,7/): ... @: 

C Ie (' 

FEB 2 1967 

= 

( 1f~6# 
Approved~ . .--__ ~.=---' _____ _ Sent _-----M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 



• • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Rcpb-, Please Refer to 
FileNo. Cincinnati, Ohio 

February 1, 1967 

RE: ~POLLO ROCKET FIRE, 
C~PE KENNEDY, FLORIDA, 
JANUARY 27,. 1967 

On January 29, 1967, I student, 
University of' 'Dayton; Dayton, Ohio, telephone number 
area code I _ ladvised a Special Agent of the 
FBI that on January 8, 1967 at about 4:00 .m. he 
ma.de a FOl1ect c I .residingr---~---=~--~~~~~~--~~~~--~ 
telephone numberLa-r-e-a--c-o~-er-----~~~~i-
this call was interrupted y a conversa ion between two 
unknown men. He advised this conver$ation complet~ly 
cut off his connection and thus was very clear. Neither 
of the two men identified themselves. One man talked 
in a well spoken and authoritative manner. I lonly 
definitely ~ecalls hearing two worns; specifically, 
"Apollo" and "Pentagon." The gist of the conversation, 
to his recollection, was that a great deal of evidence 
had been gathered indicating 'the Apollo Rocket fire was 
not an accident but was the act of enemy sabotage. 

I Iwas not sure of the use of" the word "Pentagon" 
but gained the impression that call was from or to the 
Pentagon or related to a discussion at the Pentagon. 
He recalled no accents or other identifying data con-
cerning these men or their location .1 ICQuld ' not 
recall any other information concerning this event, 
stati~g the conversation lasted one minute or les$. and 
when it was concludedJ mas connected again. He 
stated there were no telephone operators involved in. 
above event. 

THiS IS LOANED TO YOU BY TH": PBI, 

AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CO>JTENT~ 

ARE TO BE D ISTRIBUTED OUT.:':I:)~ TH 

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 

- 1* - /a~ '10 /s1 
m\'FC.cCSQ1lE 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
~ ~~ i L -: , 

FBI 

Date: 2/1/67 

Transmit the followi.ng in ---,--,-.,......------:-=--:---:-:-~_:_:_-;_;_-----,--~,I 
(Type.in plaintex~ or cocfe) 1 

Via AIRTEL . . . _ .;., . : , _'_,~ 
., - . . ' . - (Priority) 1 t?// re' , 

--__ ~~--~-~~-~--~~--~~--~--------~----~=-~~-~--~L-----_~, ~ 
TO :. DIRECTOR, FBI 

fRON: 

SUBJECT; 

SAC, NEH YORK (9.8-2979) 
() 

APOLLO ROCKET FIRE, CAPE 
FLORIDA 1!-2 7/67 --
P()SSl-BLE-SKB-6TAGE 

KENNEDY., 
J= ~ -. 

,,"-~' 

, 

Re CincinI].ati teletype dated 1/'2:9/67, ¢~~tionE;d 
ifF-LASH FIRE ABOARD A~OLLO 204, CAPE; KENNEDY .COMPLEX" 34, 
JANUARY 27, 1967', INFORHATION CONCERNINGIf

; NetV" Yovk te~etype 
dated ~/29/67, captiol1ed. as abov~, and Eureau a:j.rtei dated 
1/3 01'6 7, captioned as abov~,. 

EncJ,osed :for t~e Bureau are eight copies and fQr 
Tampa four copies of a LHM, ·dated and captioned as qbove. 
Ta,mpa is requested to furpish q, copy of encloseq )~Hl1 to 
NASA. 

,....---....., SA HILLIAN A. 'FJ.;YN~r, JR. iIlterviet'7ed I I 
I ~. ----~r 

L...-__ .....J on 1/29/67. 

@Bureau C.Encls. 8} (R.~n 
,2 -tamp€;: ():!:p.c1$. '+) :( RN) 
1-Ne~V' York 

t""' 

- - ! . - - - - -

Sent ...,...--,---;~_---"...,.. M Per _----'--'-__ -::--_ 

b6 
b7C 
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UNAD STATES DEPARTMENT OF J';TICE 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

F;EDERAL BUREAU OF INVES'rIGATION 

Hq~: :';G~J~, ;~G\'] Y01"'~~ 
:':cbruCll"'Y 1, 1967 

_\~)ollo !",.ocket :eire, CCl:>C lCennedy, 
}'lol"'ida, JanuCll"'Y 27, 1!)G7 
Possit>le Sabota~~e 

On J 2.11 ua1 ... Y 2 9, 3. S G 7 "I~ ~=:--;I;""!':::~""-;""I""I'!~_"T"I""""'I':"'I"I_!""l"'I:-r--1-_..J 

\ 
~ sca~:. sdile, :'le\'1 -:[ol"'k, advised shc '\JC'.s ta!!tlng \..01 .... _--' 

" __ a studcn'i: "a "'c. Dayton, Ohio, on Ja.l1UCll"'Y 2,8,1967, 
~2.""'·i:~~-"_~i)-p-~:>~o-~:"'J.""';.-lc.:.-:> .. -:..Iccly 4-! 00 P • .H~; on ·tl~G telephone. Theil'" cc?ll uas 
i~Yi:cl"'4.,"'uptcc1 ~)ut · not discon110c"ced ·by Sor,1C cl"'osq-tci.11:: het~leen 
2"?~)a"1"'cn"tlv tuo ;·1en. She heal"'d only onc mt:1.1~ voicc. ;J:t said, 
Il!his isl I at the PCi.1:ta~~n. f:101"'d ;1ClS l .... GClChed us " thu:~ ·the 
d~athG or the astronauts at Cape !Connody Has duc to CS!?J.o~l9-~e 
end sabo".:2.';c. ThiG is not confil"l'.lcd. This :.s I I a·t ·the 
Pon"~Cl~onli. · T'rne cl"'oss-:talk ~·laS disconnccted at t:hat pO:!..l1"'~ 
<:l,n.d sl1.c as~::cd. lif he had :leal"d "the convcrs2..tion. ric 
said !).~ had, pl.rt heal"ld no :.101,. ... e tr.a:.1 uhat is rC!20~"tGd above .• 

r~'l.1.is c10CUHC::.t contc:tins .nc:::'.:hel:" ...... eco~:u"-end~:tions 
of ";:hu FDI. It :i.$ the yro!?e::. ... ty of "~he }~~I and 
:;0\.11" (l~~cncy; i:'c and 5."'cs - con"tents Cll"'C nO'1: "::0 b~ 
ou";:s:!'de yOUJ .... a!3cncy. 

nm .. "' conclusions 
is loaned to 
dis"cributed 

--- -- - "- ---- -- --

b6 
b7C 
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TO 

FROM : 

O'TlOt4A.l lORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 (DIlIO ... 
GSA Gf:t4~ tfG. NO. 27 

• $010-106 

UN1TED STATES GOVERNMENT 

MR. I. W. 

ul van/-_ 
Tavel .::.--~~ 
Trolter~~ 
Tele.Room~ 

Holmes~~ 
Gandy~~ 

SUBJECT: ,!,~L~'PH9NE .r:~ElrEOM. , ~1..J.t ... .' 
~C9LQ~~ FRAN N, ASTRONAU~ r':' .' 7 ~TIONA:-AEROi\UTICS @.~ SPACEADMINISTRAT~ , . 

, (1/..'" (1"/ .Il . ! \, .: 1':....:?t:i.(!.~'!:,.~ . .4 A:.. /-J p~ ; 
, 

... By reference from the Director's Office, a te~ephone call was 
taken by Inspector B. J. White of my office at 12:55 p. m. today. 
The operator indicated this call was repo.::t,cWJ,\V J,!ommg from 
Colonel Frank Borman, Astronaut, Natiorutt'WeronaU;tics and 
Space Administratfdn, from Cape Kennedy, Florida. ' However, 
the call with Borman was never completed siii'Ce""BOrman' s. 
secretary, who was placing the call, advised that he was 
currently in conference and Inspector White was told by the. 
secl!etary and by an individual who identified himself On, tIre line .as 
Charlie Buckley" Security Chief, that possibly the call woqld 
be rp.ad~ la;ter. TheY'were unable to advise the intended purpose of the call. 

RCTION: 

None ..... for information only. 
advised of any subsequent call. 

1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Wick 
1 - Telephone Room, 
1 - Mr. Conrad 

f~ 

Director's Office 
.BfC- ~() 

You will be pronwtly 

,4 

5 FEB 811957 

~~~----
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• 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bu~aau of Investi~ation 
Department of Justice 
~Yashington, D. C. 20535 

Dear ~r. Hoover: 

P .. O~x 141 
Cent~Conway 
If. H. 03813 
Janua.ry 31, 1967 

Please find enElosed copy of a ietter which I have written to Chairman 
~dwin E. 'Hillis of the HOllse Committee on Un-America..7l ActiVities 
requestinG him to see that a responsible Co~Dittee \~thin the House 
is set u, to il1'Testie;ate the deaths of our three beloved Astronau.ts. 

Nothin5 should be left to c1~.a"lce· or left undone to determine wheth.er 
e. hostile nation has had a ha."ld in the dea.ths of these brave n:en. 

11.1.60 enclosed is co,y of a letter which I have sent to President JOu. .... ,._' ..... ll 
~equesting h~m to comma7ld that such a7l investieation be made. 

Eay I note that you have reached a..'"lother annual rrilestone in your 
in health, strength, and devotionl !lillions of us DO vdsh you many 
More years in such service to our Nation and to Freedom. 

Ma.y I e~ress at this time my O1!m very goo'd wishes to you for a l!losf 
successful and continued service as Director of the Federal BHreap of 
Inve6t~~ationl. I ~ould not be alaxDed in the least'about the few 
beatniks in and, out of the Senate, etc;:. 

There is still gre~tness in the.Americ~~ ~eo~le, a de9th in its youth. 
It seems to me that they understend the necessity of establishing a 
second be·ach head of Demo<?racy in Asia, e.nd tr..ey STILL love _~erica. 

1."li th me.ny, rJlany thanks and very best wishes, I e.m 

~8BT/~"" 
l"l-~G.i ~14c.J.. 

Most ~ratefully yours, 

'~JJ JI. .~~_ .. ~. 
~{. Lagroe 

}J~ 
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C~ngressman Edwin E. Willis, Chaircan 
Com~ittee on Un-American Activities 
House of Representatives 
Wash:1.11Cton, D. C., 

Dear Congressi'n&"l ' Willis: 

~en ter .~1~Y 
iii it H. v~13 
January Jl, 1967 

We the People know that an Agency of OUR Government betrayed, not too 
long ago, a proL'linellt Rused.an General 't"rho wished to d~fect tb.e the Cause 
of Freedom. He was then assassinated by the Fascists o~ his country. 

rIe the People ·k.."lOW that an Age.ncy of OUR Gover!l_"!1ent interested, a few 
weeks ago, . two boatloads of Cubans to invade Haiti; then this same 
AGency betrayed or informed. on them to another AgEmcy of OUP. Govern~'!1ant 
which interceptod and arrested -them, before· completing t~i.!eir invasj.on. 

.1 Considering the very perceptible in.difference on the pa.rt of several 
Agencies of OUR Govern~ent; notably, State, Defense, and CIA, to the 
Cause of Human Freedom and -the Preservation of Democracy, i."lith a diEtinct 
preference for Fascism on their part, I respoctfully req.uest t?1at a 
Commi t tee 0 r Congress be established ir.lm~dia tely to inquire in to the. 
d.eaths of our three beloved Astronauts. 

~. 
The point to be raised in such a.'ll inquiry is this: Did serJe AGency of 
OUR Government collaborate earlier ~r:i.. th some qittzen or, ci tiz~ns of a 
foreign, hostile nation to sabotage the apparatus of their Space Ship, 
and did SOi.le Aeency of OUR C'TOvern'ilent conspire vr.lth such a. cittzen or 
ci i~izens . to see tnat tbese Astronauts should ' meet · death in such' ::lEmner 
as they did? 

\"Je the People are \!Bll c08Ilizant of the conflicting re:?!!,)·rts vr.1ich are 
be:lng issued by OUR Govern'llent relative to this calai:'Li ty and tllrea'~ 
to our survival. 

Per'haps., i~r. Cha.tman, this '/ery necessary inquiry El.nd investigrltion 
can be conducted by your Committee, which is still r(-)s])ected by the 
oilliona of Ar.tericans who still believe in hUf.'lM freedom unJ. the 
dignity of tIle inCiividual. 

Copies of this letter are being sent to t~e President of the United Stat 
and to Director J. Edf:;a.r Hoover of, the Federal Byreau of Investigation. 

r 
I 

\ 
.. --

That."lk you very .nuch, and :-:iay God attend you in t :.is· very necessary inquiry 
and ill your patriotic services to this .Nation! · T'ne children alld youth 
of America "ruST inherit tIle freedom and the dignity. \'!:.'!.ich · our F'oun::iing 
F'a.there established for the first time in tile lone history "Jf the 
humal'J. race. 

f 

( 

br 

Rej,pctfuIIY: :fours, 

~~~H. :t~~~ 
Guy 'Je Lagro e 

... ~. ::10 __ . _ 

t: 
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• • • 
Mr. ~ndon B. Johnson 
President of' the United sta.tes 
The White House 
Washing'ton, D. C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

, 
P. O. Box 141 
Cen ter COn\lJe.y 
N. H. 03813 
Janue.ry 31, 1967 

Please find enclosed copy of a lett~r w~ich I have \~itten to ConGress­
aan ]~dIi'Jin E. \'/111113 requesting him as Chctirrlan of ml :Li;lportant Committee 
and as a :,J.ember of i1".he House of Reprosontatives in ·the Congress of the 
Un:i. ted States to recognize the necespi ty 0 f setting up Cl IIOtls.e COl1l:.J1i ttoe 
to investiga.te the de,'lths of ou.r three .&ncl~ican Astronau.ts. 

On beh·alr of the ch:Lldl"en cmd youth of America to vlhoiII I, now rot':lred, 
have eiven forty yeaxs of iife as a teacher, I hope 'and pr~ · t~lat you 
v.rill cot.!.lBal'ld that a thorough investi·bation of thcse fatcli tics will be 
conducted. 

Thank God. tilat you have had a very successful operati,on,. ~Jld :--lay you 
continue to recover and renew your ·stren6th increasingly! 

Aleo, at this time, I shall e:ZC!lress to you my profoundest gratitude 
for WaivlIlg tile aiSe liii11 tatj.on an~etaining as Direc'tor of the li'ederal 

. :Bureau of Investiheation, lir. J .• Edgar Hoovel', ~·:.rho is deeply beloved 
1,y millions of freedom-lovins Americans •. 

~rhank. you very much alld beRt Wishes for the Ulonths ahead! 

S~llJere.ll yours, . 
~ J/~(;I . ri. . ~, ,.b< ... GU~ 1:a6roe ~ 

f f~ '-/ ~I ~J- IS-
tf!N.ir'I" n~Tn-r... 
...... "~UIIWIi c, 

"1 
~-1 

• 

1 

J 
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Mr.GUY~oe 
Post Office_Box .lA1. 

-Center Gonway, New Hampshire 
, b 4 UP - F 

Dear Mr. Lagroe: 

03813 .... 

1 have received your letter of January 31st, 
with enclosures, and appreciate your most generous com­
mentf? regarding my work. It is my hope that my future 
efforts will continue to merit y()Ur approval'. I 'want to 
thank you for your best wishes~ ""'l 

~ 
'So .. 

(5 The in'Vestigation of the tragic fire in ~~! ~ 
AP9P.91Z~SC~tcx31tJs a matter within the jurisdiction o~.;.the 5 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration and is ~ipg ~ 
conducted by that Agency.. I am referring a copy of yoUr' 
letter and its enclosures to it... 'rl~~ 

-'"u 1:'. 

. ( / 
Sincerely yours, 

Tolson ___ _ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr' -­
\Ylck __ ~ 
Casper ___ -

Callah"'l~ 
Conrad~""""7'"""': 
Felt -F-+-2'-F1A 
Gale -f---:=HV-..r 
Ros~~~ 

0'. Edgar HOOvElr ::0 
o 
o 
.J: 

NOTE: Correspondent is on the Special Correspondents' L~st. In 
1962 he was an instructor and secretary to the President of Ferris 
Institute, Big Rapids, Michigan. Copy of ip.coming sent to Director 
of Security, NASA, same date, by form referral. 

~t'; n ~MCV 
JBT:acp 

(3) oPf lBI 

ve. ' 
_,,11." l 

~.~ 
.. -'>t "' ~ Y.. f\~i , 

.,. •• > 
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F~-~6 (R~v. 5-22:64) 

I 
.. 

FBI 

Date: 2/2/67 
!\fr. Tolson_ 
Mr. D~Loach_ 
?·Ir. 1'.I,)hr ____ ~-
Mr. Wick __ 

Transmit the following in ___ -_---;;;;:-:---;---;-:--:---:---;--;-___ ---~ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

r.Ir. Casper 
:'h. C'l'l-;'ha~ 
:Mr. Conrad ...• _ 
:,fr. Felt. _____ Via ~~ ___ A_IR_T_E_L __ _ 
:Mr. G:lle \"\, ~ (P riority) 
Mr. Rl)sen_ ~ 

-------~--------~-----~~~~--~---~~-------~-~--- -!.Ii'. ~rrva ~ '\ 

f 
J 

,t 

I 

TO: Director, FBI 

FROM: SAC, Cleveland (98-2124) 

Mr. Tavel. 
Mr. Trotter 
TriE'. Room 
Mi>'3 Holmes 
Miss Gandy 

'\.J 

f\Y~~q .' : 
t 'J 

~ , r.~ 

J'", , ) . ., 
: I~'" ... ~ .• 

nll5r !lt7Mil~ti;~.li 
REPBARN~ 

Title is marke'l6-....loLII~~~----l~~ name 1JFNU1 !."r( 
as furnished by intervie't·l. ~6 
1?eFf£(l£t./C~ t~L-ri?"'T"""----_...J ;b7C 

..Re( Cleveland)i.e-l Bureau and CinCinnati, 2/1/6 • E~ 

Enclosed for the Bureau~re ten copies, and for t~ 
Cincinnati three copies, of an LHM:concerning captioned matter ~ 

T't'lO copies of the LHM'tbeing furnished to Secret ~ 
,Service, Cleveland, and one copy each being furnished local 
military agencies and NAS~ Cleveland. 

A lead was set~t by referenced Cleveland tel, 
2/1/67, for the,Cincip1}att Office to locate and interview 
(FNU) REDBARN. 1:4-11~. C1-'2.() 'If - LL ft; 1$7,- / ltJ 

No further investigation being conducted by 
Cleveland. 1:' .lEe 37; if:-4#-M.:. u:.7ictlltCA-1J HeJ.1cjJlb~f)etl( 

l~,\;-I ~ NItSIt:: f(I/-T'tc/,//l-1.. rl-tiilf)flltaTIt"S "I 

cV-
~ . OSURE 1\ III 6 <;'PJk.c il-J.)1't t).1tSf,,*n AI" 

3 Bureau (E~J.: o. ) (RM) .. t 2!4 ~ 
- Cincinna.ti ( nc. 3.) (RM) fEB 0 

2 - Cl~yeland :a "'~A1967 
(~)/~~ AGalCY: ~~m,' OSi;stc, ~ ,.*ir.,,_, i 

>.!Vti§ DArin-. ' D/I ~1'<l'fi1!e1 Ni4Stl 
()~~~ ,J.x, FORW: ........ €I .1:.~.1 . ~ nmORM:A"!'IC;! C01·..m::;.~-

y ~-- · .,'.", · . -,,\ . : ...... · ............... rf2.'s-~I\I'tI~ \" · 

~ 
1l': ... .............. vn/Jn. f .. ; ••. ) .•... ~4.tf~~~.~. ~~.~~ ... 

Ap '~'.,J> .... · .. ·s ........ !·T!:.~~ ... ~.... C q(). a I •. 
-Et--t-~r.'i'1~~--~--- ent f:J--" ...... M .... • .. Per .. .:.:" .. ·:.=.!· • .;:....:.~t ...:.v-~-..:---!...::.-!-J 

Special Agent 1 Char<]e . ~ 
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tell~gence Div.ision ...,.. . 
..I .... " .. . - -

In ~~lf "'WCI,.ASS.f.lt"JEl.'fN ORM V NOTE 
:r O· ~:s-y. 2/3/67 

A. ~ q<.- Date-~ J ~~/4~~y~----~~----.--

Attached relates to our investiga­
tio~ to identify, locate and interview a 
person who reportedly predic~ed more than 
a mont~ ago that three ,astronauts would 
d,ie in a fir~. This person 'f?upposedl,y 
worked in a .plant w~ich manufactures par~ 
of the space craft. 

Interviews ·of persons-reporte'Q1;o"-~be­
present when the above predictip~· was 
made, indicate that t~'e man Jllade 'predi,c­
tions .~.fter USiIlg a "diving rod" but no 
one recalled m~ntion of as~ronau~s dying 
in a fire. ' 

Cincinn~ti s~bsequentLY ad~i$ed 
2/3/67 that the person in .quest·ion 
identified in .a,ttached .as "R~d1;>arntt has 
been further ' identifi~d as "Richard G~~i~~ __ 
Rydbom, a 64-year-old punch press 9perato 
employe~ by' North American Aviation, but 
not co~nected with a classi,{ied project. 
In interview Rydbom has denied any know­
ledge of the'Apollo Space Program and' he 
also denied having made any stat~ment 
concerning an Apollo accident. Persons 
acquainted with Ry4bom 'describe him as 
"strange tt but harmless. 

The information in attached, as well 
as further details obtained in interview' 
of Rydbom, wili be furnished to the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administr -
tion, the Acting Attorn qeneral an . h 
intell'igence communit • . 

'/TJS:chs 
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Ul'l'ED STATES DEPARTME~T OF :!TICE 

'l'EDERAL ~UREAU OF IN'VESTI'GAT-tON 

~n Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNo. 

Clevela~d,·?hio 

February 2, 1967 

: 

,. 

I 
I 

I I Security Officer. ~ , ational , 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASAL. Cl.~vel~pd, Ohio, 
advised the Cleveland Office of the Federai Bu~eau '0.1' , 
Investigat~on at 4g3Q PM· on ~anuary 30~ 1967, .tpat the 
following informat:t on had just' been rece! ved ·:e'r.pm 

I IShreve, Ohio g - L.......:::~.yl 

I Ireported 'that 'approxi~at~ly ,orie .. ~onth. ago 
an upknown man came to hisl land while ~n.~re men- -
tioned that he worked- for ~ company i:;hst ~onst,tw~ts 1'::~nd , 
supplies NASA with,parts for the space capsules!' Tne ~nkno\r.n 
man also mentioned that three 'astronauts would be killed in 
a fireo 'R,Ic..i'J';"Vd. ,~~/" :v 

. I I said he, furnished the abov~inf'rmation to--
~.ASA he~.dquarters, Washington, D.e C~ /1. j d bum 

On Janu~ry 31, 1967, 

i 
I 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

b6 
b7C Shreve 9 Ohio n a hi g: school. graL.a"""u-a-r-e-s~n""'d;--e-m~p""lll'l-o-y-e-e-o-:oJf~-----r"----I 

I JvTooster, Ohio" stated as followso b7D 

(f,flJ, J;': I' 1/') • 
From :00 P to 0 P d il he works pa~-

at Shreve, .Ohio, as' ---- . 
~~~~------~~p=p=r~ox=r.m~a~e~I:~r~w~:~r~:~n~1 one-hal~o three . 

,w e l'1 1" ing at this one evenin€(i about 
6:00 PM, ~ white male, in hilS 40vs , .e y 50's, 5'8 - 5'9", 
170-'175 PClun9s, w~a.r:tng .. a .. · baseball cap$ .plain glasses, brown 
water-repellent type jacket and flannel Shirt, drove into 
the station in what h.~ believes'was a mediUm green car~ pos~ib:3:y 

: ::
:h~e:= vear and mOdel llnrec@).'ed At th~B ti1!te, friends of 

1_ --~'C n lalso of Shreve, Ohi'o, b6 

e EL T ~~~ 
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, 'Be: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; also known as, 
(First Name UnknOlffi) Redbarn; 
Information Begard'ing: ,Death of 
Three Astronauts, Apollo Spacecraft, 
_at Cape ,K~nnedy, 'Florida, 1/27/67 

The UnlqlOwn, mal?- told I he was, "follow~ng a: gr~ve" 11 ~~c 
,ex~latning he' does this by extrasensory perceptiono He asked b7D 

I if . he knew of any "mound" :raves in the area;: A l:engthy 
- conversation followed betwee~1 Jand the 
unknown man, .during which time t e unknown man cIa . e he 
followed graves as a hobby and indicated further he had been 
s~ccessfu~ in the past in locating a, grave' -of a follower o;f 
:Chr+st. He displayed photographs. to allegedly prove his 
allegations 0 

~ __ ~Iand his friends began to' realize- possibly 
something was wrong with this unknpWn man, and' led h~ ~no 
The man d~d not become angry and attempted to, f~rt~er prove 
his ,powers' with the. use ot divining rods he had ' in hi~ 'car~ 
1:1e claimed 'he had b~en . . successful in the past in ·finding . 
large depOSits of coal, gold and brass QY using thes~ rodso 

.' He 'a~so claimed he could ascertain the' truth with the use 
<;>f the' divining rod and to show this' he asked' questi,ons of 
himself and pre8~ably found the answers by posi ti,v~ ~.eaction 
'from the divining ·rods. However,1 Ist~ted he detec.ted 
the' man acti~ating the rod~ w1:th his h~ndso During the 
conversation and the div~ning r .od demonstration the u~n~m 
man kept sayi~ t~ngs th~t indicated, he was a rel+gious 
fanatic. ~e claimed astronauts fa;l.led, to achieve complete 
success in early space missions b'ecause they "lere, not religious 
meno . He also claimed to be clairvoyant and predicted three 
'astronauts in the future wpuld be killed on the ground ratner 
than in spaceo ' This pred1ctionQ while 'he ~se4 divining 
ro~so He ,also asked 'himself i~ presence .if President 
Johnson would be assassinated an e rods ans~ered in, the 
aff1rmativeo 

" . 
r-l also recalled the unknown man saying' he' 'W9r~ed 

in a fact~Columbus, OhiO, makiWom one~ts for t~e 
space c · e in the Apollo programo a~so recalled 
tha obtained the man's name and' ad ress at the time 
and felt ~y still have this information 0 
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R~: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; also known as ~ 
(First Name Unknown) Redbarn; 
Information Regarding Death of 
Three Astronauts, Apollo $pacecraft, 
at Cape Kennedy, Floridsa 1/27/67 

" 

I I said the unknown man did not indicate that 
the ,astronauts wOuld die in a fire nor did' he indicate that 
he knew of the forthcoming 'space tragedy as' a. result of his 
working on 'space capsule componentso 

II stated he was reporting this information 
because t~said he is working on $pace parts and because 
he discussed the matter with fellpw employees at Borg-Warner 
who also felt the matter should be reported ~n light of the 
catastrophe at Cape Kennedy last waeko 

On January 31, 1967,1 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

b6 
b7C Shreve, Ohio, Sophomore at ASh·~l~'a~n~d--c~o~l~l~e~g~e-,-ATs~h~~~a~n~d~,~O~h~ir.o~,----~ 

stated that approximately ~wo ~ontha ago on a 'Sunday, he , 
encountered Unkno: Subject at Sprang and 'Moreland Shell Station, 

Q ' Ohio 0 I ~ I sttte: ~hat heJ 1 
Shreve, 0 0, and IShfeve, 

0; engaged Unknown Sub ecii a conversation 0 I ~ 
advised that Unknown Subject claimed to be, foll'owing Indian' 
~raves in the Shreve, OhiO, ,vicinity and claimed to have 
Gift of God" to find such graveso Unknown 'man ,exb.ibited 

three photographs' of wha~ he claimed to be, the gr~ve of ,~oseph, 
a ;'ollOlfsr of Christ,' and s,tated that he had loc~ted this 
through the use of this gifto Unknown· Subject st~te4 ~h~t 
the grave was 'located near Circleville, Ohio. He'further 
stated that the light that appeared in the photograph was 
actua~ly a halo which was not visible unless photograp~ed 
with a Polaroid camera 0 I Istated the Unknown Subject b6 
,produced t,1 set Of ' divining ·rods w1:t;h whicl). hel claimed .to b7C 
be able to forecast future events and also iqcate gold' and b7D 
qoa~ deposits 0 1 1 stated that the Unknown Subje~t 
claimed to work for a company called North American at Gol~b~S~ 
Ohio, which manuf?ctured ,components for space ,caps~leso Unknown 
Subject dU;ingtbis part of the conversation advisedl 1 
I J:that he could not talk aboll;t this 'bec,aus~, the 
FBI wpUld ear about ito 
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Re: UNKNOWN' SUBJECT; also krtown as, 

(First Name Unknown) ·Reabarn; 
Information Regarding Death of 
Thr~e _ Astronauts, Apollo Spa(!ecr.af.t." 
at Cape Kennedy? Florida;!! 1/2'7/67. 

I Istated that the Unknown Subject then started 
to exhibit the use of divining rods and asked'himself the 
questions, "Will Apollo I be a success?'" uriknown' ,Subj~cts 
after watchjng the moveme~t of the rods,9 advised- that, it woul.d 
fail.1 Istat~d that he' ~id not r:~call' the Unkno,"lP 
Subject expltd¢ng what was going to ~appen to this spac~-: , 
craft 0 As he remembered the convers~t~on~ tpe Uriknown Subject 
stated i;hat it would just be a failure 0 ;, 

I Istated that the Unknown Sub.j~ct cla~ed to' 
have predicted the assassination of former President Kennedyo 
He stated the Unknown Subject ~ent~oned P~esident ,JQh~on~ 

C ould not recall exactly what was said, in ~his'regardo 
stated the Unknown Subject also stated ,that 'previous 

pro ems in the apace program. resuJ,ted from the fact · t~at 
astro~aut~ wez:'enot Christian men 0 I I ,coul.d,not' rec~ll 
wpether Unknown Subject gave his name or noto 

. 'I I desc~ibed th~ Unknown Subject as fol~o''ls ~ 
white" male,, · 5 Q 8" - 5 v 9 Ii" 165 pouJ?da,,, 5Q-60 'years' 'of -age'" 
glasses '(plain), dress ~ hat and long coat 0, ' 

~----~IR~ve~~a:a~~~~: ~~~;~~7!hat abput two or ~hree monthS. 
ago, he was ... at Sprang and Morel~~d Shell Ser~ce, Station in 
~hreve, . Ohio, l'lhen a. m,an dr'i v1ng ,'abla,ck . sed~h aske'd 'direc,ti,qns 
to Crestline, Ohio 0 He 'did 'not reinemb~r the m~n's first n~me, 
but ,his la~rt· name was R~dbarn.9 ,and' ,he said his hom~' .. was 
Gal~na" Ohio~ and ~e wotked 'forI an ~y1ation cpmpany'in 
Columbus,. Ohioo . 

Redba~n indicated he was ~n amateur hist6rianj "'?nd 
was t~acing Johnny Appleseedis. trail through Ohioo He: said 
he had extrasensory pe~ception, and the power of 'God had 
been best,owed upon his body 0 He has the abil,+ ty to pre4i~t 
the future" and, also to locate lost persons, 'eit~er alive 
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Re ~ UNKNOWN S.UBt.i'ECT; also known as, 

(First~ame Unkno~) Redbarn; . 
Information Begarding Deat~ of 
Thre~ Astronauts, ~pollo 'Spacecraft, 
at Cape KennedY2 Flor1da2 1/27/67 

or dead. He stated that Jacob from the Christian Bible is 
buried in Ohio, and he had p~rsonally loca:f?ed Jacob,ls .graveo 
He s?id Ohiq is actually the Promis~d ~~nd refer.red to in 
the Bibleo He said he had aided the Columbus, Ohio, Police 
Department in va~ious 'investigations, ,and had ability to 
locate wells and gold and silver mi~eso 

'j 

When ~sked why he had never been given any publici~y 
f.or his feats, Redbarn said he had to keep' .his 'name 'out .of the 
paper or gangsters would "bUl?1P himof'f" if they knew what. a . 
:great job he was dOing fighting crimeo 

II 

Redbarn then went to his car and returned with two 
bent metal rods. ' He ~eld C ' S-iF his h~nds in front 
of 'hiin and pointed them at and_ I said that he b6 
accuratilv told him that h s ance~tr,y was scotch-Irish ~nd b7C 
G~rmano _ Isaid Redbarn al$o told another man at the 
station that his mother had been an American Indian and what 
tribe she was framo 

'Redbarn then said that he would ;t.oo~ into the f'u~ure; 
and he again held out the r9{ls and .~G.1d, "Let·'S ask about the 
Apollo space projecto ti He ~sked the rods, trWill th~ Apollo 
have, trouble in Janu~ry?n The rods, began to s~ake'. Re.dbarn 
dropped them.9 and with ~ startled look on his f'~ce sa~d, uDo 
you know there is gOing to be trouble on the Apollo, and 
someone is goi:qg to be killed?" I Isa1:d thatR,edbarn b6 
als~ predicted that President Johnson will be killed in· b7C 
June, 1968. 

Redbsrn also told them that he was working on top 
secret project at an aviat~on company in ColUmbus, and'that 
he could not tell them anything rbOU~ it other than it con~ 
cerned the Apollo space projecto lsaid that R~dbarn b6 
stayed at the service station approximately three hours.9 b7C 
and before he left he told them if they ever needed to locate . 
someone for them to get in touch with him ,and ~hat he would 
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'Re ~ UNKNOWN SUBJECT; also known ,as, 
(First Name Unknown) Redbarn; 
~nformation Regarding Deat~ of 
Three Astronauts, Apollo ~pacecraft, 
a~ ,Cape. Kennedy? Florida, ~27/67 . 

• ,~ 

do it for th~o He said R~~barn did not mention anything 
about fees for his worko . 

I Idescribed Rcdbarn as white, male, 50 years b6 
o~ age" 5 v 9 II .:1' 175 pounds" gray ha.;Lr, wears glass es , false b 7C 
teeth, and was wearing worle clothes 0 ' 

The prediction by U~own.·Subje~t ~~at Ptesident 
Johnson would be ki11ed; was' furI?ished to· -Wo 'K •. Dec~a~'{i, 
Spec.is1 Agent in Charge, S'ecret Serv~ce" C1eyeland., ··.o~o, 
at. 3~10·P.M on Janu~ry31, 1967, by Charles w. Bat~s,. Special 
Age~t in Charge, FBI~ C1eve1ando 

This doc~e~t contains ,neither recommendations nor 
cotic1~siQn~ of'the FBI. It is · the property of the 
Fl3I and is loaned to yo~ agency; ·it and i~s coX).temts 
are 'not to b~distr2Qut~d outside your agencyo-
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FBI NEW YORK 

423 S URGENT 1-29-67 JAS 

, ~ DIRECTOR CINCINNATI AND TAMPA 

FR~M NEW YORK 98-NEW RUC IP /~ 

~OLLO ROCKET FIRE, CAPE KENNEDY, FLORIDA. JANUARY T~~' 
_ _ _ __ - ' " C" c':"" ... ; - -",-__ "","_~.-",,~"i>!-;'.- .... .,... • ,-"" • .-..; .... 'C"-;... _ _ """'_~ 

SEVEN, ONE NINE SIX SEVEN. POSSIBLE SABOTAGE. 
----..-....-l'~ ...... ..,.- ............ -~ ........... ~--' -............... ,..- .... -

Mr. Tolson_ 
Mr. DeLoacL.. 
Mr. l\fohr'---_ 
Mr. Wick-._ 

f '\Ir. Casper __ 
( ·,fi·. Callahan_ 
1 Mr. Conrad.--­
; ufr. F~lt. __ 

{ 

!\fr. Gale 
Mr. Rosen. 
Mr. Sulliv 
Mr. Tavel_ 
Mr. Trotter_ 

; Tele. RootD- , 

I
lI-riSS HolmElS­
Miss Gandy ____ 

_. ± r 

1 I~~~c 1~ RE CINCINNATI TELETYPE JANUARY TWO NINE SIXTY SE,VEN, . TAMPA } 

TELETYPE JANUARY 'TWENTY-NINE SIXTY SEVEN, CAPTIONED 'ftFLASH F'IRE 

ABOARD APOLLO TWO'ZERO FOUR, CAPE KENNEDY COMPLEX THREE 

FOUR JANUARY tWENTY-SEVEN. SIXTY-SWEN. INF01MATION CONCERNING'." i"-

L..I _____ ~ .. _____________ ...... _ P,Al:-.~" N;\I1_ Y~O!!~"" 
ADVISED JANUARY TWENTY-NINE SIXTY-SEVEN SHE WAS TALKING' TO HER 

I .1~Kjl_l!P!T AT DAYTO~_LQ.!!l0' j~~RY TWENTY EIGHT SIXTY 

S EVEN AP~M~EL Y ~UR PM ON THE TELEPHONE~~ lHE~R CALL WAS 

INTERRUPTED BUT NOT DISCONNECTED BY SOME 'CROSS TALK BETWEEN 
t-\. 

A PP'ARENTL YTWO MEN, SHE ¢EARD ONLY ONJ!; MALE VOICE. IT SAID, 

"THIS ISD AT ,{HE PENTAGON. WORD 'HAS REACHED US THAT THE 

DEATHS OF THE ASTRONAUTS AT CAPE KENNEDY WAS DUE TO ESptONAGE 

"AND SABOTAGE. THIS IS NOT CONFIRMED. THIS ISDAT THE 

PENTAGON." THE CROSS TALK WAS DISCONNECTED A.T THATt::\PO~Nq CjDS" 7 _I '7 
ASKED HE~ I ~AD HEARD THE CONVERSATION. Hil S~'ID HE HAP.---_ 

BUT HEARD NO MORE THAN ~HAT IS REPORTED ABOVE. ~~;Lti ~~~ 
I ~~ fEB S 1tit~~~~NTAl!lE1l ::~"~l ~~6.:~ '.~ 

1rT6i!tr I}~ . 4Jhb6 
. / -'c c::.-- - N.iJk ~ ~ - _&4, 7'\ b7C I 
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Transmit th~ following in ______ --;;;;---;--~---:_:_------~I 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via_~~A~I-R-T-E_L ______ ~ _______ ~~~~ ________ ~I 

. -(priority) - : 
---~~ __ ~_~ ____ ~~~~_~~ ___ = ________ ~ _ _ ~ _____ ~~~~ __ L __ ~ __ _ _ 
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TO \'~IRECTOR, FBI 

~~"'~: SAC, CINCINNATI ( 

gUBJECT: CHANGED 
RICHARD CLAI YDB 
Information Regardi 
Death of Three Astr nauts, 
Apollo Spacecra~t at Cape 
Kennedy, Florida, 1/27/67 
SABOTAGE 

(C) 

.. 

,I. \} .I , 

Title is marked "Changed" to include 
. ~f subject, formerly identified only as UNSUB, 

' l ~DBARN. 

name '14.( 

JI 

\ ' 
' :"" 

" 

\.~~ 
># , 

. t' 
- t 

~. 

Aka. (FNU) 

Re Cleveland teletype, 2/1/67; Cleveland airte1, 
2/2/67; and Cincinnati teletype,2/S/67. 

Enclosed for Bureau are ten copies 0+ LHM. 
Enclosed to Cleveland are eight copies of IJmi in order 
that dissemination may be. made to same agencies furnished 
copies of Cleveland LEm! dat~d 2/2/67. On 2/9/67, infor­
mation concerning RYDBOM was":furnished to SAC ROBERT A. 
~MPEL, U. S. Secret Service:, Columbus, 9hio, by SA FRANCIS 

;~r~~~!: JR. ~X~104. of ~;;g_~~€ i":'l'/:;7~/g 
Interview of RICHARD CLAIR~6BOM on 2/3/.67 

was conducted by SAs FRANCIS ~. FUST and ROBERT F. ~~HLER. 

No further/anvestigation being 
Cincinnati. ! 

teL Bureau (E~~~~~· 

conducted at 
AGENCY trr;S:r;, ~~:G 0 Alf, 8S~ 
REG. REC'O -...,--".,....,,---­
DATE FORW. QO)/I·1i~ _. 

3 - Cleveland ~9'8-2124) (Enc. 8) -(ruO 
2 - Cincinnati 

:w~ "---,t15rSkut 
• (J-lCC Cja 

4 .,,; FEB 1 3 l ~o7 
l ,J •• - " .-

Approved: ____ -,-______________ _ __ ____ -----M 
Special Agent. in Charge 

I'''' 

I 
'-.'. 

J 
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.,.. . • 
UNJID STATES DEPARTMENJ' OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In 'Reply, Plecis~ Uejp.r to 
File No. 

Dlroctor 
. United States Secret Service . . . 
. Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D~ C. 20220 

Dear'.Sir: 

\V ASHINGTON .. D.C. 20535 

February:9,. 1967 

The information' furnished herewith cpncerns an individual who is' believed to be 
'covered by the agreement between the FBI and' Secret Service concerning Presidential pro­
tection, and t~ fall. within the category or categories checked. 

1. D Ha~' att~mp.ted or threatened bodily harm to 'any government official or emp!oyee, ~ 
inc uding f~reign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to f!lle 
U.',., becal,lse of his official status. . 

2. D -Has a~tempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 
than legal means. . 

3. D Becl1use of background·is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in comllJunist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or,organization inimical to U. S. . , .. 

4. D U:· S. citizens or',residents who 'defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Commun'i~t blocs and return. I 

" 5. 00 Subversives, u1trarighti~ts, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the 'following 
criteria:' 

(a) !XJ Eviden~e of emotionai instability (including unstable reside~ce and 
employment record) or irrational or suicic;lal behavior: 

(b) D Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 
(c) D Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

ind~cating a propensity for violence and antipathy tow~rd good order 
and goverti~ent. 

6. D Individuals .involved in illegal bombing or iilegal bomb-making. 

Photograph 0 has been 'furnished 0 enclosed D is not available 
. D may ~e available through ____ ~--------------__:_----

.1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 
U. S. Secret Se~vice, Columbus 

Very truly yours, 

.... ~ • John Edg r 

~ Directo 

Encl'osure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
,be<;omes UNCf.,ASSIFIED.J 

/' 

/ 



In ~eply, Please,Refer to 
FileNo. 

UilE)) "STATES DEPARTMENT OF !STICE 

FEDERAL ,BUREAU ,OF INVESTIGATION 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
,FeQru!:t~y 9,1967 

RE: ~ICHARD CLAIR 'RYDB9M; 
"information Regarding Death 
9f Three Astronauts, 
Apo1~oSpacecraft,: ~t Cape 
Kenn~dy, Florida, 
Januar.Y 27, 1967 

Reference is made to memorandum captioned 
'rUN~lJB, Ail?9 kn9wn As (FNU) ~DB.A:RN; Information R~garding 
De~t~ o:e Ti;lree Astronauts, ,Al)Ql~9'SpaGecraft ~t C~p~ 
'Kenl!edy, Fl,ori(i3:, Janu~ry 27, ~967,. tf 'da:ted February 2, 
1967, at 'Cley~land, Ohio. 

On F~bruary 1, 1'967, 'Detectiv~ ,Serg~ant I 
IColum.~us, Ohio., ,Police 'Departme'nt, 'adviseL-d":"'", ~t:-:"h-a""t""'-"'" 

L.-~-o-o-~-e"""'b""'y -the n~me of Redoarn or phonetical'ly similar 'name 
was known to that 4epart~n ~onnection' with the sol~tio~ 
of any crimes. .s~r.ge~n:t L __ Ja<;1vised, ,howev~r , that it man 
claiming ,to J1ave cer.t~in extrasensory .~bi1i.ties ha~ been 
IJ!.enti:oil~d at Qn~ time iIi connection with the Lisa .Davenport 
'mu~~~r ~ase 'in .near.by Vpper Arlington, Ohio. 

On February 1, ~9~7', Roy Thomas" Chief, Uppe~ 
• Ar.,lingi:on, .phio" Police; Department" ~dvi$~d that on~, Ricliard 

'C. 'RY.dbom 'had Qtf~red 111s servioe!? in '!;he I:?o,~ution :9f' the 
~isa Davenport murde~ 'Q~se ' during tpe spring of 19~6. CAief 
~ho~as ~dvised tb.a.t,~'Lisa pave~port, a resident Qf Upper 
Ar~imi~~o,~, Ohio,: was discoyered dead, in the trunk' of, :he~ 
automobj.l.~pa.rked in Findlay, Ohio·. Th~ 'crime has ndt been 
·sO:lve~. Ch-ief T~omas said' t'~~t Ol1e ~i¢4ard ,.C. 'Ry~bom, aJ 

res-ident of De1awar.~ Cou~~y, Ohio.,. was 90<nt~cted· .by a 
Deputy Lav~ry of the ,Delaware 'County Sher:tf~' S O.ff~oe in 
the ~~tter, but no inf()~ationo~' value was ·9btatned. Chief 
Thomas said t~e murder case· received wide~pread and continuous 
news coverage l:\i1d raised consi<;1er~b1e 'speculation for weeks .• 

On 'February 2, i967, Miss Jackie HarriS" Clerk, 
OhiQ Motor Vehicle -Bur~au, Co l~bus, ohio" advis ~d· that Qne 

qf- Lf6157 /6' 
ENCLOSUR~f 

,r' 
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• 
RE: RICHARD CLAIR RYDBOM; Information R~garding 

Death of Three Astr9nauts, Apollo Spacecraft, 
at Cape Kennedy, Florida, Ja~uary 27, 1967 

Richard Clair Rydbom, born September 25, 1903, was the 
registered owner of a ,1960 Rambler, 1966 Ohio Lic~nse 
~-6523, and resided R9ute 2, Galena, Ohio. 

On February 2, 1967,1 
S~curity Office, North American~A~v~i~a~t~i~o~n~C~o~m~p~a~n~y~,~C~olumbus, 
Ohio; advised tha. t Richard Clair Rydbom, born September 25" 
1903, at ~len' Campbell, Pennsylvania, Social Security 
Number 208-01-7324, has been employed as a punch press' 
operator for that company at Columbus since January 15, 
1951. He is currently employed--in that capacity in 
Department 2, a.nd has a company-granted confidential 
clearance, known as a "contractor-granted clearance." 

I ladvised that Rydbom is not emp.loyed on any 
classified projects at North American. I ~dvised 
that Capsule .12, the capsule involved in captioned tragedy, 
was not conce:c'llled in iiny way with the North American 
installation at Columbus, Ohio, although it has con­
tributed in some manner to sub-construction or partial 
fabricati9n for other a~d similar capsules. In this 
~onnection, however, e~ployee Rydbom has not participated 
in any capacity e~cept 'for possibly pu~ching holes in 
some fabrication parts,.which operation would be remotely 
removed from final assembly bv many interve.ning inspections 
and finishing operations. I ~ ~ade available from 
records the 'following background and descriptive information 
regarding Rydbom: 

. Richard Clair Rydbom, white, male, born September 
~5, 1903, at Glen Campbell, Pennsylvania. ' He has Social 
Sec~rity Number 208 ... 01 ..... 7324. Rydbom began work with North 
American, Aviation on January 15, 1951, and iscur~~ntly ;~~ 
employed as a selrlior purmoh press ~pera tor in Department :~~, 
Sheet Metal Details. He resides ' Route 2, Galena, Ohio. . ... 

As of 1951, when Rydbom made application for 
employment, he was described as follows: 

Sex: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 

Male 
5'8" 
190 pounds 
Blue 
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RE: RICHARD CLAIR RYDBOM; Information Reg~rding , 
Death of Three Astronauts, Apollo Spacecraft, 
at Cape Kennedy, Florida, January 27, 1967 

Hair: 
Education: 

Military: 

Parents: 

Nearest Relative: 

Brothers: 

Sister: 

Residence: 

Former Addresses: 

Former Employments:, 

Blond 
12th grade, 
Rochester (Pennsylvania) 
High School 
Army, 29th Infantry, Fort 
Benning, Georgia, 
October 15, 1925, to 
October, 15, 1926. Type 
of dischaJ:ge - "excellent 
characteriY\ ' 

. Andrew RycIbom, father, 
born StockhQlm, Sweden, 
deceased as of 195~. 
Entered Uo S. in 1880. 

" "''t 

Emma Rydbo~, nee Jo~~son, 
b~~n Stockho~~, Sweden, 
entered U. S. ~n 1880, 
deceased as of 1951. 

Brother - Victor ~ yd'OOm., 
Glen Campbell, e ~~ylvania 
~g e~bom,· , 
Elme 'tf- ~ ~bom, l(.5 It _ 
Rudo lpllj\ dbom, 
no addres es furnished. 

I . 
Anna 1", 0Il!fl.s " no addressl [.j J 1 
g,ive,n " "---

(1951)- 50 .West Fourth Avenue, 
ColUmbus, Ohio 
13941 Gilmore Street, 
Van Nuys, California (1945) 

General Del~very, 
Brady Lake, Ohio (~945-49) 

Det.ergent or Agricultural 
Laboratory, 1~45. ChesapeaKe 
Avenue, Columbus, Ohio, 
February 15, 1950 to 

< 

" 

) 
( 
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RE: RICHARD CLAIR RYDBOM; Information Regarding 
Death of Three Astronauts, Apollo Spacecraft, 
at Cape Kennedy, Florida, January 27', 1967 

December l~, 1950. 
Quit because chemicals 
"ate hands up.1t 
Occupation' - elevator 
operator. 

Lamb Electric Company, . 
Lake Street, Kent, Ohio, 
Octob~r 25, 1945, to 
February 28-,- 1949. 
Occup~tion - set up 
and operated punch 
press. Quit "to take 
trip through Pacific 
Nort hwest • " 

Aero Service-Metropolitan 
-Airport, Van Nuys ~ 
California, March 9~ 1945, 
to September 1, 1945. 
Occupation ... "parts for 
assembly line overhaul 
of C-47's and DC-3's." 
Quit "to return to Ohio. tf 

Twin Coach, Kent, Oh~o, 
June .12, 1944, to ~iar~)hl 1, 
19450 O~cupation - Usat 
up operator. 1t Quit "to 
go to Van Nuys, California; o,9t 

Allegheny Ludlow S'teei 
Company, Breckenr.idge" 
Pennsylva~ia, January 1, . 
1940, to June 10, '.1944 .• 
Oc~upation - electrician's 
helper. 

On February 3, 1967, Deputy Sheriffl 
Delaware County, Ohio, Sheriff's Office, a~vis~~e~a-.tWna~t-nWe~--~ 
had talkeq to Richard Rydbom in early 1966 because Rydbom 
had said he could identify the killer of Lisa ~avenport, 

- 4 ... 

b6 
b7C 



. ~. . 
'RE: RIClIARD CLAIR RYDBOM; Information Regarding' 

Death of Three Astronauts, Apollo Spacecraft, 
at Cape Kennedy, Florida, January 27, 1967 

locat~ the spot. wh.er~ she was killed,. and trace the route 
tak~n 'by" the ki;ller when mov,ing her from Upper Arlington 
to Findlay , Ohio. Deputy I I said t~at ~dbom, "by use b6 
of some small metal rods wJlich he manip~lated in his' ,hands, b7C 
related that Lisa Davenport ,had been actually murdered in 
a cemetery, and then traced' a'genera2ly nor.therly trail 
from Columbus towa~d Findl~y, which he claimed to have' 
been the route taken by the kil~er, and the~ named a persorr 
r~~ponsible for the murdero Deputy I Isaid the f±rst 
two claims made by Rydbom were inconclusive and uncor~ 
rODorated, but the person named by Rydbom as the murderer 
was'totally unrelated'to the incident and' completely'" . 
clear of any connection. Deputy I Isaid that i'nformation 
furnislieo"by Rydbom was giv~n no further consideration', and 
no written record of the interview was made. Deputy I I' 
said that Rydbom,has no arrest record in Delaware Coun~y 
and is J:e:::r'Y considered as being "strange but harmless." 
Deputy said that Rydbom lives in a small trailer on 
Delawa y Road 20 (Fanel1P.er Road)-, about two, miles 
south of Center Village and two miles east qf State Road 
6050 

On F;:rlary, ~, 1967, I I County b6 
I Galena, 'OhiO, aaV1sea ~na~ Richard Rydbom b7C 
'lives in a sms. railer in. a lot across tlb:e' road and works 

I: ~' :;lUDIl;V!!T' Oh10 9 at Nort.h American Aviation Company. c:::::::J 
,_ __ _ _ said, that Rydoom lives alone and keeps, mostly . 
~o~~ms~~~e~f~,although he'does help out, in the area ,by~ __ ~ 
he s, 'e qf the neighbor~ clear ~nd' burn fields .1 I 

~aid that Rydbom often will find· rocks' and . 
~~n~g~s-=w~ch me 'shows to 'him and says that he has identified 
them as 'one th;lng' or ,another 0 I Isai,d. tha,t ' 
he a~d the other nei~~bors in this sparsely settled area of 
the '~ounty know very little'about Rydbom but consider him 
to be t9sort of strange, but harmless." 

, Richard Clair Rydbom was interviewed on Febr.uary 3, 
1967, at his trailer home, described above t bi Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Rydbom 
advised as follows: 

Several months ago, he was looking,for Indian 
Mounds in the vicinity of ~hreve, Ohio. He .descr~bed himself 
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RE: RICHARD CLAIR RYDBOM; Info~mation Regarding 
Dea th of Three Astronauts, Apo,llo Spacecraft, 
at Cape Kennedy, Florida, January 27, 1967 

as a "doodlebugg~r,n i.e., one who uses divining rods 
to trail people. M~inly, he said he uses this God-give~ 
power to trail historical characters over ancient paths 
to their places of burial. He is currently tracing the 
mound builders and has discovered that the mound builders 
were not Indians ,at all but rather they were the ,"Children 
of Israel o It Rydbom described Israel as the person referred, 
to in Scripture as Jacob who was called Israel aft~r he 
was blessed. Rydbom said he has discovered that all of 
Israel's sons, Seb, Dan, and the rest, are buried in Ohio, 
which is the Promised Land described in Script~e. Rydbom 
said that Israel and his sons reached Ohio when'the seas, 
parted a,ltd they walked through the parted waters. Rydbom 
displayed a nlmber of oddly shaped stones and Indian 
artifacts to which he had ascribed certain historical 
s1gnificance. One broken segment of quartz-like stone 
was described as being part of the petrified heart of 
one of Jacob's sons. 

Rydbom demonstrated the manner in which he 
locates'the paths and 'graves of anQient peop'les, in addition 
to gold, oil, and water deposits. In each hand he h61~s 
a small metal rod, straig~t except ' for a cane-like ,handle 
which he grips with'his hand and pofnts stra~ght ahead. 
In quick succession', he asks a number of questions and 'if 
the answer is affirmative to these ,querie~, the rods swing 
from right to left and cross each other. 'Rydbom then 
asked some of the same questions in a n~gative manner. 
The rods them rema·ined pointed straight ahead and Rydbom 
said that indicated ,a negative answer. 

Ryd~om stated that he recalled that while in a 
gas station on one of his recent trips, he did ask the 
question as to whether President Johnson would be assassinated 
in 1968 and received an affirmative answer. Rydbom p'o~ed ' 
th.e question again, asking this time, Itlf Presic;lent Johnson 
does not watch his step, he will be assassinated by a colored 
man in Florida in 1968." The rods swung back -and forth 
indicating an aff:ll"mative reply. It wa's noted that Rydbom's 
hands controlled the motion of the rods, t~e handl~s of' 
which he gripped between his fingers and palm. Without 
the rods, Rydbom continued in a monolog that ' President 
Johnson had better watch his step; that Lee Harvey Oswald 
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RE: RICHARD CLAIR RYDBOM; Information Regarding . 

Death of Three Astronauts, Apollo Spacecraft, 
at 'Cape Kennedy, Florida, January 27, 1967' 

did not kill President Kennedy; that Oswald and Jack Ruby 
had received guns all right, but that a Communist had 
been shippe~ in, most likely bY,Cast~o, to do the job; 
.that Dr. Sam Sheppard did not.kill his wife; and that 
Mrs. Sheppard and many local murder victims actually were 
killed by the Maf"ia. . 

Rydbom said that he never made any statement 
:regarding any possible tragedy or accident involving the 
Apollo program, bu~ said that he always watches the space 
launchings on television and constantly worries about them. 
Rydbom said that be has never, to his knowledge, worked on 
any phase of the Apollo program and denied that he had ever 
said anything to that effect, adding that he has always been 
reluctant to talk about his work or place of employment to 
people who might be trying to pump him for information. 
Rydoom sa:id ·tha-t .he has worked as a punch press operator 
,at North American Aviat'ion for 17 years and does not think 
that any of the work on which he was employed had anything 
to do with t~e space program. 

, Rydbom said that he served. in the U. S. Army for 
three years and was discharged in 1926 with an "excellent 
character discharge." \ He stated that his Army Serial Number 
was 6,07 19 75 ... In addition, he said that he has ten 
children, all living in the Kent, Ohio, area. He stated 
that his wife is somewhe're in Mississippi, he thinks. He 
~aid that he divorced his wife several years, ago because 

. ~he would not shut up when he told her to do so. 

During interview, it was noted th~t Rydbom's 
tr~iler contains a s~all portable typewriter, television 
set, and numerous types of literature, ranging from national 
tabloid newspaper. weeklies to science fiction paperbacks. 
'Rydbom said that he had been ill for about three years 
but appeared to be in ,good health. He is of husky build, 
wears glasses, is balding, obviously lives alo~e, and has 
three Ramblers and one ,pickup truck, not all in running 
condition, but all bearing 1966 Ohio license plates. No 
firearms, knives, or other conventional weapons were in 
evidence during the interview. 

THIS IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND NEITHER IT 
NOT ITS CONTENTS ARE' TO DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 

,THE AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 

.. 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
·FileNo. 

e • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU'STICE 

FEDE~AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
February 9, 1967 

RE: RICHARD CLAIR RYDBOM; 
Information Reg~rding Death 
of Three Astronauts, 
Apollo Spacecraft, at Cape 
Kennedy, Florida, 
.January 27 , 1967 

Reference is made to memorandum captioned 
,vUNSUB, Also Known As (FNU) JREDBARN;. Information Regarding 
Death o~ Three Astronauts ,Apollo Spacecraft at Cape 
.Kennedy, Florida, .Janu~ry 27., 1967. n dated February 2:, 
1967 t ·at Cleveland, Ohio. 

~ ______ ~On Februa~y 1, 1961, Det~ctive sergeantl~~~~ 
polu.m.bus, Ohio., Pol'ic;l~ Departmep.t, adv~sed that 

~n~o~o~n~.e~.~by~th~ name of Redbarn or phonetically s1m~lar name 
Wa.s knQwn to that department in connection with the solution 
of any crimes. Sergeant Shaw advi~ed, however, t~ata man 
claiming to have cer.tain extrasensory abi'li,ties had been. 
mentioned at one time in connection with the Lisa Davenport 
murder case in nearby Upper Arlingto~; ohio. 

'On February I, 1967, ROy Thomas, Chief, Upper 
Arl·ington, Ohio, Police Department, advised tha;t one nichard 
.C. Rydbom had' offered his services in the solutiQn. ot the 
~is~ Dave~port murd~r case during the .spring of 19~6! ·Chief 
Thomas advised that Lisa DaveJlPort, a ~esident of Upper 
Arl,i!ll~ton, Ohio, was discover~d dead in the trunk of l),e.r 
autpmQbile parked in Findlay, Ohio. The crime has not b~en 
solved. Chief Thomas said that one ~i,chard C~ Rydbom, a 
resident of. Delaware County, Ohio, was contacted py a 
Deputy Lavery of the ~elaware 'Oounty Sherifft~ Office in 
the matter, but no information of value was ob~ained! Chief 
Thomas said the murder c~se received widespread and conti~uousf 
news coverage and raised .considerable spe~ulation for ·weeks • 

. O~ February 2, 1967, Miss, Jackie Harrisr, Clerk, 
Ohio Motor Vehicle Bureau,.Columbus, Ohio, advis~d that one 

---~--- ----------
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FBI ~1ASH DC 

FBI TAMPA 

URGENT 2-3-67 BLM 

TAMPA (62-805) 2P 

(1/ 0.5' FrtCf C#-It fr' 
FLASH FIRE ABOARD APOLLOJ!WO 'ZERO FOUR, CAPE KENNEDY, 

FLORIDA, COMPLEX THREE FOUR, JANUARY TWENTYSEVEN LAST, 

INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY. 

CHARLES L. BUCKL.EY, CHI EF, NASA SECURI TY, KENNEDY SPACE 

CENTER, ADVISED MR. THOMPSON, HEAD OF APOLLO TWO ZERO FOUR 

REVIEW BOARD WHICH IS INVESTIGATING INSTANT MATTER, HAS 

REQUESTED THAT THE ASTRONAUTS· FLIGHT LOG BOOKS WHICH WERE 

PARTIALLY BURNED DURING THE FIRE BE REVIEWED AND RECONSTRUCTED6>-I"~~ 

BY THE FBI LABORATORY. BUCKLEY DESCRIBED THESE LOGS AS ~~ 
PAPER BACK BOOKS APPROXIMATELY FOUR BY SIX INCHES ~1HICH ARE r' f,;-OJV'') 
UTILIZED BY THE ASTRONAUTS ON THEIR COUNTDOWN OPERATIONS. 1~ 
COLONEL BOHRMAN, ASTRONA·UT ASSIGNED TO APOLLO REVIEW BOARD~ J../'f/l~ 
PLACED CALL TO FBI LABORATORY THIS D:~~E, H?f~~R, BUJKLEY _ lei . ~ 't:

11
!t7 

INTERCEDED SI NCE ALL PHASES OF Tl!WPo~EMlrr ON B~G iotaDINhlD !:ftl'j~ tr-
THROUGH BUCKLEY' S OFFI CE A ND A GENr 'F EtlSQN NJ~L:"fi41'if6_1WjlISI 0 N. (liP ~ 
I I NASA OFFICIAL, AND LOG BOOK EXPERT I§..upECTED J~ ~;c 
~UlfAil ~OUf9~~ MANNED SPACE CENTER TO A;;;; ~ENNEDY SAPACE sift 
CENTER ON FEBRUARY FOUR TOMORROW TO PICK UP BURNED LOG BOOKS AND . . : '''''-/7 

'· .... u "' ~I ~' I 



.' 

PAGE nt/o 

THERA'FTER ..... I __ ----'IWILL PROCEED TOWASHI NGTON D C TO DELIVER 

BOOKS FOR FBI LABORATORY EXAMINATION IF BUREAU ,WILL bONDUCT 

EXAMINATION. BUCKLEY ADVISED NO OTHER LABORATORY EXAMINATION 

CONDUCTED. NASA OFFI CIALS TRIP TO, WASHI NGTON D. C. \t/OULD BE 

SOLELY TO DELIVER LOG BOOKS FOR EXAMINATION. BUREAU REQUESTED 

TO ADVISE I F FBI 'LABORATORY WILL 'CONDUCT REQUI!:STED 

EXAMI NATION. 

END 

NHH 

FBI WASH DC 

P 
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TO 

FROM : 

;j( 
SU~JECT: 

It. ' 

O,tlONAl fOl .. NO. 10 
MAY IU2 (DillON 
Gs .... GEN. REG. NO. 27 

• $010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. Conrad a~ 

• /~ 
1 - Mr. Conrad 

PATE.: February 4, 1967 

1 -, Mr. G~iffith 
1 - Mr.~han~y~elt 

Mohr .......-' _____ ~ 
Wick ";""""-'.........-f-'--

n-tnJ~"'(ld £....,...~ 
Felt ~----.-_ 
Gale __ ~_ 
Rosen~~_ 
Sullivan --...-.,­
Tavel_. ~~ 
Trotter . 
Tele.Room~ 
Holmes __ .,..-.,-
Gandy __ _ IV. D. Griff! thy 

. 0 ...;;51..:.P~~~r-I. 
FLASH FIRE ABOARD APOLLO 204 
PAPE KENNEDY, FLO;R , 
COMPI:;EX 34, JANUARY 27, 1967; 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Tampa has advised by teletype that National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration d~sires that badly burned log books 
maintained by deceased astron~uts be' examined in the FBI 
Laboratory i~ ~n effort to malee it re~dabl<;!. National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration representative will personally del'iver 
the material t.o the Laboratory if Bureau will undertake the 
examination • 

. ACTION: Unless advised. to the contrary, Tampa is being advised 
t~e examination will be bonducted~ 

1 - ·Mr. Mohr. 
1 - .Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr'. Wick 

9 fES 20 1967 

COpy SENT TO !vIR. TOLSON 



TO DATE: 2/14/67 

ToJsol\-=-~ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr ...,...... ............ .....,. 
Wick _____ ~,..... 

FROM 

Mr.conr~ 
W.D. Griliit~ 

~ S j'JA-a,t:f.£-A ,;-1-
SUBJECT: FLASH FIRE ABOARD APOLLP)204 . 

.tr 
.~ 

CAPE KENNEDY, FLORIDA 
COMPLEX 34, JANUARY 27, 1967; 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

-Reference is made to my memo 2/4/67 adviSing of a 
request from National Aeronautics and Space Admiilistration for 
examination of badly .burned log books maintained by the deceased 
astronauts. The log books were. brought to tpe Laboratory last 
week by a ;representative of National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration and have been subjected to ,continuous examination 
since that time in an effort to render the charred documents 
readable. The examination is now compl~ted and the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration representativel I 

.,; I Ihas toc4ty called jor the evidence. It is being turned 
- over to him and a report is peing prepared enclosing photographs 

obtained"as a result of the examination •. 

V 
'I; ,AttaGhed are representative· photographs d.epicting, the 

;nature of the examination conducted and results achieved. 
" ._-
'\ ............. . 

<c- \ ~ ~COMMENDATION: None. For information. 
S. ~ ... p ' e\iAffJ~/l 
't:=' 't I Enclosnr«(2) V -
? ~ 1 - Mr. Mohr 
~ ~. 1 - Mr. DeLoach 
~~ I-Mr. Wick 
y ~ - ,Mr. Conrad 

1 - Mr. Griffith 
1 - Mr. Shaneyfelt 
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.-
Tolson~~ 
l;)eLoach _ -. _ -__ 
Mohr~ __ 

.1,J WI~l>~-".... 

DECO D E q,·~C 0 P Y Rosen.......-~ 
Sullivan ---=--==' 

Tavel......--.--_ 
Trotter _-=-

oAIRGRAM o CABLEGRAM OO(RADIO o TELETYPE ~~:;·e=oom _ __ . 

G911dy ----.... - ".,. "R=io- - .... -: - ~ = .... - -: - - - - - - """ ...,. ~ ~ ~ - - - - - - - ~ -- - .." .... - - - - .,.. - - .... .." - .... - ::: ' '':' . .,.. -

URrT 2-6-67 12 !'50PM 

1 DIRECTOR 

) 

~ROM TAMPA 061617 _ 

n : (') ~ Pl1ct l~t1U VI FLASH FI RE ABOARD EOLLO/!o4, CAPE KENNEDY, 

JANUARY 27 LAST. INFO CONCERNING. 

RE BUREAU TEL FEBRUARY 4 LAST. 

~ __________ ~I MANNED SPACE CRAFT CENTER, HOUSTON, 

WILL CONFER WITH ASTRONAUT FRANK 'SORMAN, KENNEDY SPACE 

CENTER, FEBRUARY 6, AND THEREAFTER DEPART ~C FOR WASHINGTON, 

D.C., WITH ASTRONAUTS' LOG BOOK, EXPECTED ARRIVAL AT 

LAB FEBRUARY 7 NEXT, APPROXIMATELY 9 A.M. 

RECEIVED: 1:00PM MLT 

REe- 4 . . 

fEB 2Q 1967 

--
., -- • .,. .... 10· 

~ t~_:.... 1-1 . • 
~~~f ........ . 

L'" / . 'i -. -.) " .. - .,. J. "...,.~ __ ,_ ""'; , . \:,... t , . ,_. ::: .. 
---...! .. -:I 

'" 
59FE B 2 \J 1967 

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased ·in order to protect the ~ureau' s cryptographic systems. . 

, 
) 
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PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE 

TO: SAC, TAMPA (62-805) 

1 - Mr. ~}ffith 
1 - Mr. Sharteyfelt 

2/4/67 

DEFERRED 

.. 
( , ( , / 

,FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI C! 8 _(.1 . " (~ '1' (1 t ( 
FLASH Flag ABOARD- APOLL0f4TWO ZERO FOUR; Q:&PE KEN1~:F;DY, FLORIDA, 

COMPLEX THREE FOUR, JANUARY TWENTYSEVEN ,LAST, INFORMATION 

CONCERNING. 

REURTEL F~BRUARY THREE. LABORATORY WILL CQN,l)UCT EXAMINATION 

ASTRONAUTS, FLJGHT LOG BooKS AS :REQUE~~ :ON DELIVERY TO FBI 

LABORATORY BY NATION~ AERONAUTICS AND ~PACE ADMINJ$~nATION 

OFFICIAL! I4DV~SEI I~PPROXlMATE ARRIVAL 

TI~. 

~ 

~W:'bas 
.,' (4)l-·~ 

, "~"1 
, ",./'IJ"-

" 
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7lrfv 
1) FBI WASH DC 

fEDERAL BUREAU · O~ INVESTmATlON:, 
U. S. DEPARtMENT OF JUST E 

CDM..MUNICATI0 N.S E I 
• ' FEB? 1 • 

~\!r. Gde,_..--
1.11'_ Rose'.u..D __ 

, Mr. SullivaD-­
• Mr. Tavel_ 
1; ivIr. 'T'rotter_ 
ti T~le. ROO'.w.ID __ 
[; ~fi»,' H ... lm~_ 
.. Mis" GucUr_ 

9.17 ~ PM' 2-7-67 URGENT FBJ 

~ DIRECTOR (ATTN L~B) 

FROM TAMPA (62-805) jffJOI-..LIJ 5PftO"EtfBPT 

.. Jli(~ 

r/).~~ 
FIRE ABOARD APPOLO TWO ZERO FobR, CAPE KENNEDY, .l FLASH 

COMPLEX THREE FOUR, ONE-TWENTY-SEVEN-SIXTY-SEVEN. 

RETPTEL TO DIRECTOR TWO-SIX-SIXTY-SEVEN. 

"-_____ ----11 NASA, WILL ARRIVE WASHINGTON NATIONAL 

AIRPORT EIGHr AM TWO-EIGHT NEXT. NA'SA SECURITY OFFICIA~S 

WILL E~CORTI I TO LAB. WILL ARRIVE LAB APPROXMA~ELY 

NI NE AM! 

END. 

ANS PLS.RCH 

FBI wAs 
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b7C 
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FBI 'WASH DC 

FBI TAMPA 

9:32 PM 2-8-67 

FEDeRAL IIURfAU O~ INVWIQAf",f(~ 
U. §, DlPAMMENf OF JUST(CE 

COMMUNICAtiONS SECrIOf{ 
FEB 8 laS7 
~S"tYeE 

URGENT SGW 

• 

, \q -DIRECTOR 

FR~" TAMPA 62-805 

o ~f 0 [.,.1, ~ S elY:' e c Y ~ ~r 

A/~~SH FIRE ABOARD .~POtLO TWO Z.ERO FO~_ 

~ RE TPT-EL TWO SEVEN INSTANT 0 , 
.' 

4 

I:;."t. ~~ , 
!£~ .. -r, ;d_~ 
M".. ( -c' - ' :'_ 
Jll&-. ([,I, - -:m . _ 
!r.. ,~ 

L.....-_____ --11 NASA UNABLE TO SECURE TRANSPORTA-TION TO WDC , JJb6 ;11 ' b7C 

THIS TIME ON ARRIVAL 
-, . 

L.....-_--I1 DEPAR IS 

----.-
1 - "'5:?~ 

i9FEB 2 v 1967 
I: f' '7 , 1,; 

- )I. . 

{) f£S 20 1967 
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. ..., • ur.Tl)l!3('l~~ 
t ,'Ij:. DeLoach.. -' 
Mr. Mohr. -
lli. \"ii,YO..cl;_ 
Mr. c&su(:r_1 
Mr. C~n:,ib,.'U~ 

. ' dlr::d_- J 

FBI WASH DC 

FBI TAMPA 

SJi PM 2-G-67 URGENT ROB 

/0 DIRECTOR 

FROM TAMPA 62-805 

FLASH 'F,I RE .ABOARD A'PPOLO TWO ZERO FOUR, CAPE KENNEDY, 

C~M~EX THREE FOUR, ONE-TWENTY-SEVEN-SIXTY-SEVEN. 

~ rRETP RADIOGRAM tHIS DATE. 

I I NASA WILL DEPART KENNEDY SPACE CENTER 

FIVE .AM TWO/SEVEN/NEXT FOR WDe. WILL ARR1VE WASHINGTON 

NATlpNAL AIRPORT , PAGE AVIATION AREA EIGHT 'AM ABOARD 

GRUMMAN COMPANY, GULFSTREAM AIRCRAFT. NASA REQUESTS 

LAB REPRESENTATIVE MEETI IAT PAGE AVIATION TO ,INSURE 

~rr, .:lIt . 
1h', G~Ia,_­

~V-..... lWsen-­
:r;lr. :::;um':~n- ~ 
Hr, T::.vel_. 
M:r. Trottc;:,_ 
Telc. ROI),;.u..m -
'Miss Holme5_ 
Miss Gandy-

b6 
b7C 

DELICATE LOG BOOKS REACH LAB IN SATISFACTORY CONDITION. a 0 L/ I _ 
,../ I (J ..,. C<;r I ~ 7~ 

V ~- ~- ... - .. . -. 

FBI 

, ~ ~f!f!. ~ ,nEC l~ 9 fEll 20 1967 

,I ilL pnJI-1fp;:0- . ~-114 1;«-
, ~o~)- ¢r~. 

'0;b C _u/. ftlJ~. ,d/ l. f 1:1 ; . I \' ~t' ~ ,() CJI" !)l" 'I' Y ,J 

:9 ~~~i3 6f" 1~6 ALL INFOIU4'ATlON' CONTAlN'ID 

, -t 'o .: '{I~ =r~~II'rIJf!YIf ,r>_ t u ! I 1fl/~ 
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REPORT 
of the .' ~ 1 - ,Office 7133 

~ LABORATORY ~ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

To: JIr~, Charles L. Buckley 
Karch,a,1967 

Kennedy Space Center Chief of Security 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
Cape Kennedy, Florida 32925 

Attent'ion: Colonel Frank Borman 
AS-204 Accident Review Board 

Re: Fl.a:sh F,ire Aboard Apollo 204 ,,~,~~ '\l U" Jo.o "',.r Ho~or, ""iroctor .Cap~ 1Cenn~dy" Florida: ' 
Complex 34, January 27" 1967; 
Charred P~per Examination 

Examination reqnested by: Addressee 

YOUR NO. 

Ff3I FILE; NQ. 

LAf3.NO. PC ... 97601 CF 
D-527942 lJO 

Reference: Evidence personallr del~ver~d on 2/9/67, by 
I _ 

Jxamination r~quested: 
" Spectrographic ... Document 
~\ecimen:!r~ . 
~ 0 ~~"414:-
g Ql _APOLwJ SC~ PRE-FLT SW~'l"C~ LIST (Your I1:ePl '11142, Log #41) 

Q2 CREW ,L<lG ,BQOK - WlJlTE (Your Item .#140; Log #42) 
,------~ Q3 AS-2Q4 C~~ SO Oi2 Subsystem Operating. Logic Schematics ~ 

(Your Item #1411 Log #50) 
A8.204 CREW 'LOG - Chaf~ee (Your Item H138, Log #51) 
Page from crew lQg bOok (Your. Item #143; Log #54) , 

APOLLO ,8Cl1D PRE"!"FLT SWITCH LIST and 'blue qovered folio of 
schematics and data labeled "MALFUNCTlON ~ROCEDURES ,~ 
BACKUP CREW... CUNNINGHAM" ,(Your ~tem H336, Log, Hi6S) 

AS-204 cs. ~c 012 Subsystem Operating Logic Schematics 
(Your Item '#33,5 J Log #167) . 

APOLLO SCUD PRE-~LT SWI1QH L~ST (Your item #337; Log #168) 

8EC-21 J 1 7' 
Besu'1ts Qf examination: ," 11 --r f!dJ 16 7J ~~. 

.. ..., t i ~ ~ 

Tolson .. . This r.eport ijjWliements the FBI Laboratory report 
~~~~ach __ - --D.-527942' HO j dated Fehrual,'Y 21; 1967'. ~ -=-- ' ~ 
Wlck~~_ 
Casper _ ' 
Callahan -- I . ~:~:a4 .- ~y.. ~J{ 

~~I;;:an ___ Page 1 fiV 00--\""""/ W , (continued on next page ~JJ/~ 
!:~~~o~=- ~'2~WRH:gan (4} ~~t,;/wn~~ V 
Holmes -, • ' .' ~ny., ' I"", /t 
GandyB I';"~ r' AILJi OJ!., ' T!;:I.ETYPE UNIT 0 .d-J- IIflffo 

-" o~. ", ,'- ~- w 7~ .,yq~\d.~ 

b6 
b7C 



c. 

~, .' • 
The top exposed pages of 'specimens Ql, Q3, Q~, Q7 

and Q& possessed partia~ly charred, deposits of a melted, 
tilu~-green nyl~n. Spectrographic examinations of these nylon 
deposits reveale~ t~at the ~epo~its on Ql and Q8' containe~ 
t~~Qes_ o~ 'zinc, which element was not detec~ed in the other. 
nyl9~'de~osit~ or in control samples, . ..' - .... . 

Charr.ed deposits of a ,mylar plastic were present 
on the top -page of,' sp~c1me~ Q2-.. "Jll ~d~i:tioil, this 'page 
possessed" black,· charred powdery- deposi ts whic~ ·when examined 
spectrographically were found to contain si~ificarit amounts 
of lead' 'and ~~~ini~. ~;lJn~lar bl~ck poWde~y 'deposits, were 
p~es~~t on th~ top page of specimen Q7 which also contained 
the lead anc;l chr~ium. 

- No significant ~or~~gn ~eposits were found on 
specimen Q5. 

Specimen Q6 possessed a charred 'black powdery residue 
frQm which no significant org~nic materials coul~ ~ recov~red. 
Spectrographic -an~l.yses o,f the~~ deposi ts ~evea:led -the p;;oesence 
of the' fol:lowitlg ,appa1"~ntlY foreign ' t~ace elem.ents: silver'; 
~~l1~", tin, cadmium';, ~~t:imQny .and lead. 

~n addit~on to the par.tially,charred ~lue~greep'nylon 
deposit~ .on. spec'imen Q7, this ;ltem also possessed, ~ cb~J;'e~ 
,I;trown ... color~d plasticlike··material 'hav~ng a woven ~pp~.ar;lnce. 
EXaminations .of this. material indicate it tQ 'have some of the 
.ch~ac1:eris~iqs of '~ pyr,olyzed' nylon wi t'h indications of l1ll . .1 
add~tional p~ol~~ed plastic. 

The r~sidues ~emoved' from t~e above~liste~ specimens 
wer~ co~sUmed durin~ lJth~ course of the e~aminatio~. 

As 1'°11 w"read"isedin the repr~ date:' FebruarY 21, 1967. 
specimens 'Q~ through Q8 were r,~tU1:'nf!'d to _ _ _ I b6 
Al~'of the requestedexam1natio~s ,have been comp eted. b7C 

Page '2 . 
:PC'!"'97601 ,f;' 



7--1. ;Reconded 
2/2~/67 
jao 

·e __ 
.' 41[ FEDERAL BUREA U OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED 'STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

NO LAB FJ;LE 

Re: Flas~ Fire Aboard Apollo 204 
Cape Kennedy, Florida 
Complex 34, Ja~uary 27, 1967; 
Charred Paper Examination 

F He 11 CJt - Y/r; I S?-$,1 
Lab. '# D-527942 HO 

k-976G.l c;:: 

Examination requested, by: 
Kennedy Space Center Chief of Security 
NASA. (perso::, h; ~eJ ive1ed hy 
Cape Kennedy" F1orid~ 32925'1 __ _ J b6 

Examination req'uested: Date receIve: .a. q b7C 

. ·,1 ~_~t~ - Spectrographic 
Result of Exq:mination: 

Specimens submitted for examination 
APOLLO SCMD PRE-FLT SWITCH LIST (Your Item #142, Log #41) 

CREW LOG BOOK - WHITE (Your item #140, Log #42) 

AS-204 CSM SC 012 Subsystem Operating Logic Schematics 
(Yo~r ite~ #141; Log #50) 

Q4 AS-204 RREW LOG - Chaffee (Your item #1~8, Log #51) 

Q5 Page from crew log book (Your item ikx #143, Log #54) 

Q6 APOLLO SCMD PRE-FLT SWITCH LIST and blue covered folio of 
schematics and data labeled "MALFUNCTION PROCEDURES -
BACKUP CREW - CUNNINGHAM" (Your item #336-, Log #166) 

Q7 AS-204 CSM SC 012 £¥E Subsystem Operati~g Logic Schematics 
(Your item #335, Log #167~ 

~ APOLLO SCMD PRE-FLT SWITCH LIST (Your item #337, Log #168) 

~~g~t~ 
~~a~~~/MA n J 

'1=/: ~ lfl{r ();j \... ~Jlff 0-\\ ~c,\-. ec( '\I\DTeS 
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EV.ide~e R~P.t ~(to pe'~u~~in.neu of correspondence'covering ev.idence submissions t() the Laborator~) 
7-16 (6-9-55) '.-.' 

Agency submitting ~vidence Date 

}f)JS!l- ~.~ 
I ~. ~~~. ~~~i~. __ ~~~~~~~_ 
iDei'j b6 

Susp 

Pl ace and date of .offense 

Prevo exams this case Ev i d. 'located . , Report fb be di rected tl;> 

f{lJs.JJ 

Date of'liearin'g, ~rand jUry, trial ,·or reason' 

'Evid~nce 

t 
81.1'; 
ta 
~ ;(use reverse.~ige if .. necessary fc;>r ~dditional evidence) 

b7C 

. b6 

~b7C 
' ... /l 

JJ 
\ ' 

m' MAR 7 1967 

4 -
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• 
REPORT 
of the 

~ 
~ LABORA'TORY -----L-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D . . C. 

Mr. Shaneyfelt 

To· . Mr. Charles L. 'Buckley February 21, 1967 

Re: 

Kennedy Space Center Chief 
of Security 

National Aeronautios and Space 
Administ'ration 

Cape :kennedy~ Florida 329~5 

Attention: Colonel Frank~~~an 
AS~20~ Accid~nt ' 

Review Board' 
Flash Fire, Aboard Apollo 20~ 
Cape ~ennedy, Florida 
Compl~x S~, January· 27, 1967-; 
Charred, Paper Examination 

~~ 
U J'h'lld,a;'H'~':' Di,,,,., 

73-1;/1;/5-'7' ~<J 
Addressee 

LAl;l. NO. D-527942' HO 
~EX-lua 'Examination re<ttie~ted by: 

Reterence: Evidence person~lly delivered by .... I ________ ....... 
Examination reCluested:, Examination 
Spec imenO . ,C 

~~~~~~~~------Ql APOLL D PRE-FLT SWITCH 'LIST (Your item #1~2, 

Q2 CREW LOG BOOK - :vmtTE (Your -item #1~0, Log #~2) 

Q3 AS~20~CSM SG 012 Subsystem Qperating Log~~ ,Schematics 
(Your item #141, Log #50) 

Q~ AS:-2,04 CREW LOG - Ch~ff'ee (Your item 11138, Log ,#~l) 

Q5 

Q6. 

Q7 

Pagefro~ cret-l log book (Yqur item IIl~3" tog #5~) 

APOLLO SCMD PRE..:FLT SWITCH LIST and blue c,Overed folio ':0£ 
,schematics and data labeled tlMALFUNCTION PROCEDURES' -
BACKUP CREW ' - CU~NINGHAM" (yo~ item #336, Log #:J.6S) 

AS~20~ CSM SC 012 Subsys.tem bp~rating Logic Schematics 
(Your item #335, Log 11167) 

Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ _ Q 8 
Mohr ............ ___ _ 

':1' f,~\\,\'" 
APOL ~FL~~SWITCH LIST (Your it~m #337, Log #168) 

\: " t , Wlck ____ _ 

Casper~~ 
Callahan~ 
Conrad~_ 
Fclt __ _ 

Galc ............ .....,.,.=-
Rosen Page 1 
Sullivan __ 

TavoI§;H--~ I'tr 
Trotte ' -- ~ A.,., 1 t 
Telc. Room -, "" f.'". , 19 
Holmes ___ _ 

Gondy , MAIL. Rtrr 
,) 

page) 

b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 



• .. I..., 

. 
' .. •" 

; , 

Result of examination:, 

• .... 

~ 'The Ql swi toh, list was folded v,ert:iqally then folded 
~gai~ horizontally to form ~ paoket approximately 4~ by 5-inope~· 
~n .s~ze. It was folded' so that the rigl1t l)and ~ide of, page' 5-.20 
was outside. The pages were in sequen~~ with page ~~7 on the 

. inside. 

~heQ6 switoh list was· laying on top of the 
M~lfunction:Procedures kanual. The top id~nti£iable page of this 
switoh list, was 5-9 and was fo~lowed in sequenoe by pages 5-'lQ· 
,through ,5-lJt. 

Th¢ Q8 swi toh list was folded or ~l:led verticaily: w~ t1:l 
page 5-~1 ;n.sfd~ fqllowed in· sequence by page~ .5-12 through .. 5 .... 20 . 
'with the P?ge co~taini1'lg ; '\ ,' ~ 5~7 and· 5-8 the seoond f~om the 
;()tit~ide . and' ~h~ ,page containing 5-9 and 5-10· .Q~ the ,outside., 
Page 5-10 ~as e~cing ·out. 

, 

~p~~iin~n 'Q2 ,was fourtd to be labe~ed '''CREW LOG BQOK ~ 
SlaT'.CE. " Th~i'~ '~as 'a por1:ion o'f a ruled page, on top coptain';ng DC? 
o1:?seI'vabl~ , 'yWit~~g '01' printing, but it conformed' to the, "R~m~.til<;~ If 
pag'es of a log bq6k., The _ second page froin the tc?p was. lab,E!·l;ed 
ffTypioal SOl.1pd; ·,Le,v.els ~ It, This· page wa~ followed :tn· sequence ,by, 
'pages labei'ec;l a's ';f611Qws: 

F9~r~h, from 'top 
F'iJ::th-, :fI'om' ,top 
';3ix'tp from top 
J~eye,nth from top 
'P¢;ll,oweq by 

B. Comment on ·a,ny adveI'f?~' .: , 
effects, while' ; 

I. ·rood provisioning 
INDEX 
Crew Log Book - ~ite 
Back Covel' 
NUmerou~ 'bl~nk 'rtiled~ages 

labeled "~emarksfl ' 

'th~ Q4 book contained the printed covel' "AS-204 ·CREW LOG 
Chaffee~' arid' the '~1:antped date' t~Jan 20' 1967." +,ne page labele9: 
"'VIII Waste. Hanagement System" was up_ 

Specimen Q5 cont~ins a . partiC3,l ruled page for "Remarks." 
from a Crew Log Book that ·was fo~d to contain ,no . writing'. There 
is a~so .'(3. fttaginent of a 1IRemarks" ,page of ·a, log, book containing. 
very limited writing. 

Page 2 
D-5279lf2 HO· <continued on n~xt page) 



, , 
r • • 

Items Q3 and Q7 are operating logs fro~ which the 
cover pages are missing or only fragmentary pieces. The title 
pag~and few subsequent pages are badly charred but otherwise 
only the edges are burned. The back cove~ and last chart on 
Q3 are badly charred; however, the back cover of Q7 is only 
edge charred. Apparently neither book was open. 

Specimens 01 through QB have previously been turned 
ove~ tol Ifor delivery to Cape Kennedy. 

:::
+~a~ nb:to~raPhs of selected items were also furni~~ed t~ 1_____ _ _ JA set of these photographs has been reta1ned 1n 

a ora ory_ 
the 

Spectrographic examinations of residue from portions 
of Ql through Q8 are continuing and you will pe advised separately 
of the results of these examinations. . 

Page 3 
D-527942 HO 

b6 
b7C 
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F'0-36 (Rev. 5-~2-64) 

FBI 

Dqte: 3/28/67 
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I 

Transmit the f9110winq in ----~-...,.......;""="~_:O__~--.---..:,...;_;_--~- ___ ..... _'--_ .... _ .... -,....----111 
(Type {n plaintext or code} 

I 
AIRTEL AIRMAIL J Via _____ ~ _____ ~ __ ~_ ~--~_--~-~~~~--~~--.... -~- I 

(Priority), - I 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI .(()~ 

FROM SAC, TAtf (6~~805) (~? _ . f+ e;¢'-" 
FLASH FIRE ABOARD~ APQJ:iL~"~---"__ ~ ,.--
qOltmLEX' 34, q~E K~NNEDY, 1/27/f,7 _ . /f""! ~<f 
INFORMATION CONCE~ING " I It 

'ReTPtel 1/27/67. 

On 3/27 /67 CHA·~ES BUCiG:JEY, Chie~. , Security Office, 
N~SA, Kennedy Spac~ Cent~r, F.la., advi-~ed that the Bo~r9 
Q;f Review pre::?ently ·meeting at the Space Cente:r wQu:tdproba1;>ly 
present its fihdi~gs , on the c~use of the Apollo .acgident 
to Jl\MES, WEBB, Director, NASA, around 4/1/67. 'BUCKLEY' 
aq.vi$ed that he did not b~'li~ve that the speci~ic cause 
of the ·accident would be pinpointed, .but there' was Q.~ indica­
t~on that t·h~·· accident was the· result of anythipg other than 
an equipment ma~function. 

ih· -view of the abov.e , _ Tampa is' 'placing this .matter 
in, a clqsed .status. :/ 

)4c 'It';" ?fl,t/-1) 
(.?" - Bureau 

1 ... T~mpa 

EJT:de 
(4) 

A<if~~-
x:,.~ 

~. 

----- /) 

:: ,-\ \1\ 

( - - ;:- -- ' I~ 

"\ --- -:..-- -~~ 

Sent .......... ~ __ M 
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eERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
• S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

, ,,;eMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
APR 7 1967 

WESTERN UNION 

'. , ! \1. , folson • 
I \1,. /)<lLoneh-
1 " • '1(lhr __ ' 

"~l.', \7icx.ck __ 

• I L • a;:;pcl'_ 
"L: (,~lbh"'n_ 
' ~ I (·.,nrad .. __ 

: " , r: ·It,_. __ 
• c , ("'!f. __ 

: '11'. ~UmVl.'\D­
.. Il', Tavel __ 
I ,ir, Tl'otte~_ 

Te1e. ROOlmw. __ 

Miss Holmes­
Miss Gandy_ 

us. ~PR 10 1967 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • 
FBI 

Date: 4/6/67 

. 
" I I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

'lbf 
Transmit the following in -----.......... ,..---=-~7_:_---~------_j11 

(Type in.plaintext or code) 
I 

Via ___ ~A~I~R~T~E~L~ __ ~ ____ --___ ~--~A=I~R~~~ffi7I-L-------------~1 ~ p' . ) I ( nonty I --___ -~-~~ ___ =_~~~-~_--~~~_-_-_~--~-_~~ ___ -~----L_----__ _ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

(C) 

" f: LASH FIRE_ Al3.OARD . .A)?O~LO 204 
. CAPE -KENNE.1>Y COMP.LEX .3.4 
i)27/6..'!i" .... ~" /?I - ~ ~r,~ ... /-f, , . 
INFO CONCERNJJNG.(./ -.£...;/1 '!-!A...,:;;r).:...:..~-=/._(~J_ ... _· r_--'"_#l_" _'_' _,_. '_IL _____ -.J 

IInspector, NASA (protect, former pureau b6 
Agent) adv~i~s-e~d~D~r-.~T=H~O~~WSON, Apollo 204 Boarq of Review 
would present the final findings of the board to JA~mS 
WEBB, Director, NASA, on or about 4/8-9/67. Report is 
scheduled to be released to the press at the same time. 
I I advised it was his understanding the report was 
quite frank and blunt and placed most of the blame for the 
tragedy on· NAsA itself and in particular:: on the Kennedy 
Space Center. It is not believed the report will pinpoint 
the exact cause of the fire but will pinpoint the area in 

II/
Which the fire originated. No evidence was obtained to 
indicate that the fire was anything but an equipment 

. malfunction. 

The report will recommend renewed 
safety procedures and quality control to be 

;.SCC ?b~ fl.! It/) 
L~ - Bureau 

2 - Tampa 
; (1 .... 52-1319) 

EJT:cwp 
(5) -

/1 ~, 

emphasis on , . 
taken by NASA. ___ \ 

5 '~ov!t 1-.---" 8~1.~~ _______ Sent ___ --__ ---M Per __ -_-_-
Specicd Agent in Charge 
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·4-341 <Rev. 5-22-73) 
O,tlONAl fOIM NO. 10 
MAY 1 '62 IDmON 
GSA GfN. ItfG .. HO. 27 • S010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO ,~. 
FROM '~.F ftr-:ll 

SUBJECT: APOLLO SPACECRAFT 
CA?E KENNEDY, FLA 
INFORMAT,ION CONCERNING 

l)AT~: oor 1 5 1973 

','0,/ 
, ~r"¥Bulky Exhibit File Number: 98-46157-21 

We are in the process o~ reviewing all bulkY'exhibits in order 
that wl~ may di~pose of those wh~ch serve no further .purpose. Inasmuch 
as many of the bulky exhibits pertai~ to inactiv~ cases and are occupyi~g· 
badly needed space, it is requesteq that the appropriate substantive 
supervisor ·;revi~w itle ,above"list~ci bulky exhibit and :render a· decision 
as. to its retention or dispOSition. A notation·a~ to the decision reached 
may be placed on this memorandum·. The me~orandum should be 
returned to, the Filing Unit of t1!e Recor4$:· S~ction, Room 1116, Identi­
fication Building, for' filing ~n tp.~ case file. 

RECOMMENDATION,: 

Mr. Felt __ 
l.!r:,Baker __ ' 
Mr. Callahan _ ' 
~!r., Cleveland _ 
~!r. Conr~i:l\_' _ '_ 
Mr. Gebhardt_ 
~!r. Jenkins __ 
Mr. Marshall _' _ 
Mr. Miller, E.S. ':..-
Mr. Soyars ___ ' " 
Mr. Thompson _ ' 
~!r. Walters __ 
Tele. Room __ ' 
Mr. Baise __ _ 
Mr. Barnes __ , 
Mr. Bowers __ , 
~!r. Herington _ 
Mr. Conmy __ 
~!r. Mintz __ 
Mr. E8rdley -__ _ 
~!rs. Hogan __ _ 

That ,captioned buiky' exhib,it be reviewed anc;l a d~cision rendered 
as to the retention

l 

O~OSitiOn of the material. 
JEB:ncf 
d Retain '. ,Destroy [j Othe,r Disposition ____ _ 
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b7C 



" 

4-572 (Rev. 7-18-63) 
O'IIONAL fOlM NO .. 10 
MAY '962 (OntOH. 
GSA GfN. ItO. NO. 27 • 

S010-10& 

l' 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT o sf Memorandum 

t, 

TO The Dire<;:tor DATE: 

'FROM N. p. Callahan 

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record, 

~ . i1ag~3 ~Q3a ... nVO$~ .. , COng.rt)#S~ ~\ml (D) l1$W' YOl'k~ UpO'tz.. 
~'t\etJr1l1n8, tho I\»Oly,~~ta""ed:r ,an4 'the ~8l11~$ tv ~\'ilte~:taitte the'4Jrjtit~n$'tan,to4 
til:;,t led tot'1o A~olt~ nro~ .a~ ~~ 'CO!l!ltI>SS ~!iOtdd ~C) tMtl 'C(ip;erae6

1 
' _ 

~1ith the tuebIUc:&l QaJ.use 91 a l1atft~ fire ~ Itlore'with the s~ agone'Yi4 
~f;~ 01. coatrcl 01t1<' ,its ~"t1u ,prot!:Mm.. it .is. Wlth, thm itt. .mind ~bat,l hA~:, l, ! 
:t'fJt~*»t1;f;l the uutiwely,clOS&' ctUla f:c.msrtflrfllicnat 11(JnrlC$3 a~ :t~ostcd twiiuef: \ 
ii~:btllntlVo fuvttUsatton ~to tilt nrfA of :tfMJA n:m.naf;et.t.G~t. ~ ~ M# '411< }'1G' ~~t 
~~wt ~n toovltJB ,tbe to.rtlli$~ 'c~Attt~~ and toste ~ttal13Al6 in tho orlgin3l 

.:. ctmb'act and Ute :t~a(lOJl$ -for thc~ ~e m~u4 knOW ~.tnht2'- th~ F~Cf1jc 
-, PrG't!~10lUl 01 f;.~sent eoWtaetuallWranses.ents; InctudluEl ,tl~Cial ObU$1UcEl$ 
antl,ifti!l~lttt$ h')nt'WtU.l: • .it.tllX'sed ~jtt t}~:tth Am0r-l(!u lor~t al'l4 !ut'tlre 
1 1 "> t ~ o~1isatlOU5 to ttal ptbUe. ',~ lal a100 llUl~$ toleliOnaq to-
I--___ ~:role in. e~"1n~,ct1O'tl. wlihNodh A~et'ltan" and bl$ -l!t,nu,n .. "eUou. wltb 

a1),(\ e., ~:t~ II CQ~)\ \tnlch aeqttlted wndtn$ macbS,n0.r!nl1ta. 
~~ml~~ 4h~lel"lean pl~$. 

• C· I In the original f a memorandum captioned and dated as abov~, the. ongresslOna. 

R d f II I / 7 was reviewed and pertment ltems were ecor or l.L.... -:2.- - (,.. , " , 
marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared 10 order that d 
~'ti0:G- a COpyo! the adg!nal memomndum may be clipped, mounted, and place 

II' f1 ~ t:te~ur196'r or subject matter files • 
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4-572 IRe'll. 7-18-113) 

.. , ' •• 2 IDI'.ON , 7 Of1'IONM POIM NO.'O ..... .'0-'0 • 
alA OIN .•• 0. NO. I' 0 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO The Director DATE: 

~ FROM N. P, Callahan 

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 

- -... ----
I~--------------------------------------------~~~~--~ 

~-

U3 M,Il.';' 26 1957 

ioned d da ed as above,..t-he GGn;,r:.esslon.cU 
Record for 6"-IS' _(." 7, was reviewed and pertinent items were 
marked for the Director's atte6tion. This form has been prepared in order that 

, portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
.in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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TO 

.. ~." .. I' 

;i. 
0f'TI0HAI. P'ORJ4 NO. 10 ...... • ~ 
MA.Ylea mmON 

• 

GSA PPM" (41 CPR) 101.".. _ . 

UNITED STATES GO~MENT 

"Memorandum j 

DIRECTOR; FBI 

, 
DATE: 5/4/67 

C, TAMPA (62-805) (C)·~ ' -"...;1.0-" __ 

:--1:. ~ V_~-.Jp:"" 

~LASH FIRE ~ARD~~LlO)~"'# c >'-
"'CAPE. KENNEDY COMPLEX 34 

1/27/67 
. INFO CONCERNING 

Eilclosed for the Bureau are original and four 
copi:es of IBM setting out 1rres;ndenCe a ddre,S!l!i to 
the Kennedy. Space Center by of Remscheid, 
West. Germany,. This letter ·was urnisp.eg T~pa Of~ice by 
NASA, Kennedy Space Center, Fla. 

(Encs. - .' 

"" 

, , 
" .. 

b6 
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} II ':C- Bureau 
l , ~ Tampa 
LEB/mw 
(3) ~\, 

~ MAY 8 1967 

~ 
-5 4MA Y 1 519671 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on,the Payroli Savings Plan 



In Reply, P/eas.e Refer to 
FileNo. 

4IP < , 

UNI~ED ~TAT,ES DE;PARTMENT OF 'STICE 

FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVE~TIGATION 

Post Off·i"ce Box 3301 
'J;ampa, Florida 33601 

· 
May 4" 1967 

FLASH FIRE ABOARl)' APOLIO 204" 
CAPE. ~l@ID~, GQ1dPL~ 3~, 
JANUARY 27 ~'. 1967 .' 

(.J.}y lett~r dated 'Aiay2, 19 67" Mr. CHARLES L. BUCKLE~" 
/'" •• ~ ~_ c ,. , ~... _ ~, « 

JR:.:, Security Office, National Aerona~tics and Sifa:ce Admi:nis-

tration, Kennedy Space' Center, ~urnished corresponden~e from 

L...-___ ._._._ •. _. __ ----II of West Germany. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions' of the ~BI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; .it and its contents are nO~.to be 
distributed outside your ,agencr. 
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TO: • 
Tho Securi'!iy Authorities 
Rocket Base. 
O"ape Kennedy 
USA 

Attn · The Security Officer · 
Subj · cause for explosion · 
Ref · article in "LIFE": · 
Fi];e · research · 

2-24-1967 ' 

of capsule/liquid oxygen 

Being·interested in helping find the cause of the accident, the" 
writer is hereafter advancing his private theories and would like 
to have it put on record that all remarks should be taken at face 
value. As compared to the sophisticated terminology of your engi­
neers, the tenor of these lines may appear rather dilettante and 
the way pf thinking unorthodox. 

,,: ......... ,. ~ .:- ~, 

First of all, there is no such thing as coincidence, accident or 
chance in the true sense of these words. Things just dontt blow 
up by themselves by chance. This attitude has nothing to do with 
fata~ism or any kind of religion. There is a cause for everything, 
as sure as every action causes a reaction. 
Secondly, the cause of the disaster could very well have been qhe­
mical rather than mechanical. Take for example liquid oxyge~ in 
the usual steel bottles that are in use in workshops for welding, 
cutting and such activities; the men using these ~re usually ex­
tremely 'careful trying to keep the noz~les and the valves clean 
and dry, especially free from fats, such as grease or butter, as 
liquid oxygen tends to react violently to such materials, some­
times causing the bottle to explode the second the valve is opened. 
In a closed container as it is to my knowledge constituted by the 
space capsule, this reaction. might take a :I.ittle more time', as 
normal air, the mix~ure of 0 an~ N, is supposedly excluded from . ,-­
this container. The reaction might take the form of a shortlived 
burning process, as it seems to have happened. Now I have drawn 
the conclusion that somewhere in the oxygen container there may 
have been. the slightest trace of a fat, acting as a catalys~ ini­
tiating the reaction. There are various ways whereby such fat 
might have got where it may have been; for example somebody may 
have touched a constructional element with his bare hand 0 The 
hand respectively skin is cO,nstantly building up an acid coat 
of a rather complicated chemical composition; this acid should 
contain certain body fats. Somebody might have eaten a buttered 
sandwich and touched the material with a trace of butter in the 
pores. A screwdriver with a smear of grease might have left a 
drop internally in the slot of a screw. Silica gel, normally used 
as a dehumidifier, might have been placed into the container to 
draw all traces of water from it before filling in the oxygen, 
or camphor might have been used. I have no opportunity to check 
the validity of my assumptions by experiments of a kind which 
your labs could easily conduct, compiling tabular detail of all 
organic and inorganic substances that could nave reached the 
container and sorting things out 'by elimination this way around. . , 

-2- . ' 
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Third ':'There may be more to this than meets the eye. ~ime travel? 
We ~on't understand t4e nature of time, its dilatation,or delapi­
dat~on; it is much too early to say that time travel is impossible. 
Telekinesis ? Refer to the abstruse reports pouring out of Duke 
University and elsewhere, then resolve never again to bet on dice. 
Thought control? The control of mass 'by human mind is as factually 
established as yesterd~y' s sunrise. (Tomorrow"s sunrise is, of 
course, only a high probability.) Spa~e travel has moved from spe­
culati ve fiction to contemporary fiction to news story, Jand some 
of us have become a wee bit wistful about it, but who could tell 
us if we would be right in assuming that a cerebral short circuit 
would eventually cause some reaction the effects of which we see, 
and they give us t~e creeps, and we have no measuring' instrument 
delicate enough to meas~re the force of the cerebral breakdown or 
the distorted and interfering brainwaves originating therefrom? 
Mind is never without matter, matter never without mind. The ab­
sence of sensitive instruments to measure mind in matter or matter 
in 1Ilind leaves way for speculative thinking, 'but ali triangulations 
from an assumed baseline are meaningless extensions of that assump­
tion.'This is another vers~on of Finagle's ,Proof. 

Fourth : Back to chemistry, the acids and fats. The alipnatic 
acids are siwple acids with but one carboxyle group w~ich stem 
from the oxydation of the aldehydes (acidum formicicum/aceticum/ 
aether aceticus, glycocollum; acidum butyricum et isobutyricum = 
N-butter-acid in perspiration = catalyst for liquid oxyge.n ?,? / 
acidum valerianicum/palmi tinicuml stearinicuml oleinicum, fats" 
tallow, - under the skin, in ~he innards, in the muscles - etc.); 
all these things would 'require an investigation. Then a ,step 
further we have the polyvalent organic acids, topped off by 
oxalic acid 02H204 or 9 0 0 ~ 

6 0 0 H, a very inte~esting substance, 
indeed which breaks down-to /H 

0=0 or acidum formicicum (which ~ 
\""'HO 

is found in perspiration~.This broken do\~ acid ist strongly 
reducing, since it containes the OHO group. Oxalic acid and its, 
relation to the human bo~y, its effec~s and reactions, al~ these 
things have been delved into ~y Dr. Rudolf Steiner, the founder 
of ' the anthroposophical philosophy. ~ou would be well advised 
to enlist somebody who is well versed in this subject, at your 
end. A treatise on this subject would go beyond the limits of 
this letter. Far be it from me to feed you a line. But this 
oxalic stuff might account for the reactiqn, for this as well 
as for the other incidents that have occurred on unmanned cap­
sules. 

Fif in osition of 

.' ' 

the f the German 
subsidiary of the AM ncorpora ~on, arr~s urg ennsylva~ia,USA 
(.solderless termination technique), I have become well aware of 
the importance of a solid, homogenous termination between a wire. 
and its contact terminal. A loose termination usually brings 
about undue development of heat, coronary effects, flashovers, 
which in turn are responsible for other damage'. This may be an 
angle 'deserving ample consideration. If' you need more inform~tion 
on this subject, don't hesitate to ca+l on this outfit. 3 
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Sixth : this earth is a revolving, moving unit. Only movement can 
create .. dynamics (such as force fields of different kind), as only 
dynamics can create movement. The signs of the Zodiac ~re only 
symbols for the different forc~ fields the earth passes through 
on its way in space. Only recently somebody found indications of 
magnetic force 'field effects on the ocean bottoms. I hold that we 
still lack the instruments to measure these fields and the effects' 
crea'ced as one or more different fields interfere with each oiib.er •. 
For want of a better nomenclature let me call these things elemen­
tary forces. We are now strongly approaching metaphysics. Certain 
laws have been constructed(if I may say so without wanting even to 
try.to be rude), such as the law of preservation of energy or . masso 
Our globe weighs (or at least, has weighed) a certain amount of re-

. , 

: lative tons. It has so far been balanced by the moon,. keeping its 
pl~ce in the galaxis in line with the other planets, which system in 
turn corresponds to the systematic consequence of the elementso For 
a number of years a number of nations ha's b~en dispatching missiles 
of certain weights into space. A number of these missiles have gone 
b,eyond the gravitational pull of our globe, therefor their weight 
has got lost, the globe has become lighter, only ~inute in pro­
portion, but.undeniably so. ' The bala~ce between earth and moon, 
as our nearest neighbor, has therefor been disturbed. The law of . 
preservation of mass may no longer be mainta~ned) unless we resort 
to the first sidestep of Finagle's Proofo M~ybe the convulsions of 
nature or the elementary forces are just indications of something 
that's coming to us to prevent us from looking around in our ga­
laxis for other intelligent life, whereas only earth was in a 
position to develop us. The atomic weights of 5 and 8 do not exist. 
Missiles usually require course correctionso The only planet bearing 
intelligen~ life in our galaxis is earth. These three apparently un­
related statements go back to a common denominator : t~e measure­
ments of. the Oheops pyramid, as we have taken them, are not exa~tt 
and the answer ~o these and many other questions is to ·be found in 
the octaeder. I am no astro-mathematician to prove that what I am 
now relating is correct,by calculations, but I am rather inclined 
to believe that 'somebody will be able to prove this, 'and I know a 
man who is working it now. 

Trusting that these ~y persona~ observations and remarks will reach ' 
their aim, I. wish to ad~ that £'11 be glad to answer furth~r 
questions if you so wish. ' : 
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