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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
September 6, 2018

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.
SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384

FOIPA Request No.: 1413443-000
Subject: DICK CHENEY INTERVIEW ON
LEAK OF VALERIE PLAME’S IDENTITY

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Below you will find informational paragraphs relevant to your request.
Please read each item carefully.

Enclosed are 67 pages of previously processed documents and a copy of the Explanation of
Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge.

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for this request, you may
request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to — Work Process Unit, 170
Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number
in your correspondence.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This
response is limited to those records subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification
that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do
not, exist.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following web
site: https://www.foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be
easily identified.



http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

Dbl

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Information Management Division
Enclosure(s)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
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{U) RICHARD B. CHENEY, Vice President of the United
States, Date of Birth: 1/30/41, [SSAN:| was interviewed
in his office at the White House, 1600 Penneylvania Avenue, KW,
Washington, DC. Special Counsel Patrick Fitzgerald, Department of
Justice, alsc participated in the interview. Vice President Cheney
was represented by Terrence O'Donnell and Emmet T. Flood of the law
firm of Williame and Connolly, 725 12th Street, NW, Washingten, DC.
Vice President Cheney was familiar with the nature of the
investigation and provided the following information:

(U) At the oulset of the interview, the Vice President
advised that, like all employees in the White House, he had hLeen
directed by the Presgident to cooperate in the Department of Juscice
(DOJ) investigation c¢f the matter involving the alleged lecak of
clagsified information to newspaper columnist Robert Novak. Vice
Fresident Cheney advised that he would cooperate with the
investigation and provide as much infermation as he could,
consistent with the President's directive. However, the Vice
President added that any matters which might arise during the
course of the interview which, :in his judgment, fall outside of the
scope of the investigation may require him to exercise a privilege
not te answer certain quasstiong, particularly these that relate tco
private conversations he may have had with hc President. In those
situvations, the Vice Fresident advised that he would consult with
David Addington, Ccunsel to the Office of the Vice Precident (CVP)
who would be wclging n=arby for consultation in the event any such
instances arise. Special Counsel Fitzgerald suggested that the
interview proceed and the parties could addre=ze any potentizl
issues when, ang 1f, they arcse.

(U) The Vice President advised that he has no :
may have wmade the unauthorized disclogure to newspaper oclumnist
Robert. Novak of inforw*fion identifving Valerie h11q~n, the wife of
former Ambassador Joc Wilson, as a CIA emplovee. He coeg nst know
of any other reporters who may have been provided this informaticn
before July 14, 2C03. ¥hile he assumed people talked akout the
isgue with the press after the articie appeares, he did not koow of
znyone who had told him of any discussions on that iseue with
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reporters even after July 14, 2003. No one has ever told him that
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them about Mrs. Wilscn's employment. Furthermore, he has neo
personal knovwledge of anyone having provided thie information to

Robert Ncovak, or any other reporter, and he has never been advised
by anyone to that effect.

S— (B} The Vice President advised that he first learncd
about fcrwmer Ambassador Joseph Wilson when news reports surfaced
in approximately May and June 2003 about an unnamed ex-envoy who
had traveled to Niger to investigate intelligence repcrts that the
Government of Irag had attempted te purchase yellowcake uranium
from Higer. In fact, when the Vice President first heard of this
trip, he did not know the actual identity of the ex-envoy, but only
became aware of his identity at some peoint later in time. He also
recalled that early media reports had suggested that the Ambassador
had been sent on the fact-finding mission at the reguest cof the
OVP, which wags news to the Vice President because he was not aware
of such & trip. The Vice President advised he reczlied making an
initial inguiry for intelligence about the alleged transaction, or

54

efferte by the Iragis to purchase the uranium from Niger, during a
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rrrec——To= he had heard the informaticrn about the ex-envoy's trip
was from a New York Times column written by Nicholae Kristof in
epproximately May 2003.

- The Vice President could not recsll whether the
t*lp wae discussed during any of the vigitsg he made to the
"A with his Chnief of Staff 1. Lewis "Scooter® Libby when they met
with inteiligence analyste tc discuss various ipsues such as
weapons of mase destructicn, China or other matters. These issussg
usualily were discussed as part of a prepared agenda. HYe said it is
rcssikle that the trip by Wilson way have been discussed, but he
cculd nou epecifically remember. He aleo advised that he could not
recall whether or not he and Libby made a visit teo the CIA in March
2003, nior could he recall an appearance by forner Embaszgadsor Wilson
con Cha in March 2002. The Vice President could neot remember any
reaction he had to the Kristef article at the tims it was
published.

sc remembered Washington Pos waleY
lar article. subeequent to t r
about an ex-envey's trip to Niger, making the s &
namely thst the Vice President had eigned off on Wil
to MNigey. In preparation for tha:z article, Pincus m
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the OVP making inguiries about the role of the Vice President, but
Pincus would not have epoken directly with the Vice President. The
Vice President dces not, as a matter of practice, speak directly to
journalists, but allows OVP staff membere to respond to media
inquiries. He does occasionally appear on television talk =hows,
but that is the extent of hie interactions with journalists.

i E}SﬁZThe Vice President also had no reccllection of

Per OGA discussing this matter at a meeting on 6/10/03 he attended with

’S? Director of Central Intellicengce (DCT)Gearge Tenet and CIA Counter bl per
Preliferatisn Division Managerl = :

K b3 CIA

—-{35y When asked about the Administraticns efforts to
research Wilsons mission, the Vice Fresident advised that arcund
the time of the initial medis reports, exact date not recalled, he
spoke to DCIL _Tenet directly on the secure telerchone line [ | from
Ihis office |
l [Tz vice rresident auavised I

that | |line from his cffice enables him to make a direct

connecticn to varioug individuale in thes national security bz
apparatus, including the Secyetaries of Defense, State, and CIA bh
Director Tenet. |

I Vice
Fresident Cheney believed that all of this discuseion orcurred
during a single telephone cconversation that he had with DI Tenet.
The Vice President deccribed the teone cf his conversation with DCI
Tenet zs cordial, however, he had a sense that the DCI was
defensive and embarrassed about the issue and had not kinown what
was going on with regards te this missicn. The Vice President
based thie latter assertion or the tcne and tewperamsnt used by the
DC1 in the conversation, which was uncharacteristic {for Tenet.

(U} The Vice President cannnt recall :f he wentioned the
content of his conversaticn with DCI Tenet to Libkby, hut he stated
that if he would have ghared it with anvone, it would have bkeen
Likby. He probably wculd not have sharsd this infcrmaticn with
Cathie Martin or anvonc elae from the OVP statf.
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(U) The Vice President has no recollection of reading cr
hearing about a Kristof article published 6/13/03 about the ex-
envoy's trip, nor does he recall an article about it in the New
Republic magazine dated 6€/19/03. With respect to any press
inquiries about the trip that way have been wade by ¥Walter Pincus
in preparation for his June 2003 article, the Vice President said
any such inguiries would have gone to either Libby or Cathie
Martin. However, he does nct know the specifice of any inguiries
which were made by Pincus.

{1} He first became aware of Joe Wilson's editorial in
the New York Times on either 7/6/03, the day it was published,
either by personally reading it in Wyoming, or during the return
flight to Washington. The Vice President explained that he had
traveled to Jackson Hele, Wyoming for the holiday weekend and
cannot recall if he read the New York Times editorial when he wae
on the ground in Wyoming, or returning on the flight to washinagton
en 7/6/03, or when he got back te Washington, in which case he may
net have read the editorial until the next day. Vice Presidsnt
Cheney explained that he has a subscription to the New Yerk Times
in Wyoming, but the newspaper is sometimes delivered late arnd it
may not have arrived in tims for his departure. He did not s=e
Joseph Wilscn's appearance on Meet the Press on television that
Sunday, 7/6/03.

s -y D34{ Hie initial reaction to the Wileon article was his
sense that” it was “amateur hour” out at the CIA. Accordinz te the
article, ¥ilson claimed that he'd been sent orn azssignment by the
CIEk, directly implying it was done at the request of the Vice
Pregident. Morecver, Wilsons fact-finding mission did not zppear

to be up to professiongl trade-craft standards inasmuch as Wilson
did not review the relevant documents, did nct exscute a
confidentizlity reguirement, and he apperently returned without
filing & written report cf his findings. In fact, the Vice
Precident stated that he'd learned more details about Wilscn's trip
and ite purpose from the New York Times than he'd heen able to get
from the CIAa. Vice President Cheney said Wilsons July & article
was disturbing, in part because it referred to infcrmation arieing
out of confidential mestinge with his daily briefers. He was most
disturbed berause of the false implication of the OVPs rele in the
trip, especially since all he knew about the matter wag that he'd
made a legitimate inguizy of a CIA briefer regarding Niger and Iracg
in February 2002, and it wae now being made to look as if Le'd
personally gent Wilson on the trip.

SEeRel’
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(U} The Vice President is relatively certain he epoke to
someone about the article, but he cannct recall exactly whe it was.
He remembered that there were & number of other matters going on
that wealk, particularly the controversy over the "1€ wWords' in the
President's State of the Union (80TU) address, and assertions made
in the British White Paper in the Fall of 2002, about Irag's
efforts to purchase vellowcake uranium. He reczlled the week
culminated with DCI Tenet's statement released to the media on
Friday, July 11th regarding the SOTU controverey. DI TenevLs
statement knocked down some of the claims made by Wilson zhbout hie
trip, including the assertion that the Vice President had sznt him.

U} Eeturning tc the 7/6/03 Naw York Times editcrizl by
Wilecn, the Vice TFresident recalled that he tore it out of the
newspaper. When shown a copy of the Wilson editorial with
handwritten notes on it, the Vice President acknowledged that the
handwriting was his. Though he has no specific recellection cof
when he wrote the rcotes on the upper margin of the editerial, the
Vice President believed it was probably contemporanecus with the
time he read the cditerial. He stated that it was his normal
practice tc make cuch notes and underxline relevant or imporrant

"portions ¢f news arcicles at the gams time ke read them, & he

suspects that wag the case with this article.

+ During the interview, the Vice President read &l
those unddéflined portions of the Wilson editcrial, OVP EBatez Stamp
Fumber 15%5, and discucsed certain perte. For examnle, he ha
underlined and read aloud that part of the Wilscn editorial ¢
stated, "...it would be nxceedingly difficult for Nigexr to transfer
uraniunm to Iraa." In discussing this portien of the eflitcrial, the
Vice Precident stated that such a transfer had already hap
orice before. Thercfore, althouuh what Wilscon was saying mis
accurate, i.e that such z transfer would be difficuls, it did not
can that 1t could not occur. He said he wag struck by the thought
as he read the Wilson editorial that thie attempt by Wilscr and the
CIA to investigate the intellicence re Iraqg and Niger was not
really a s=rious enterprise. Once again, the Vice Presidert cited
as an example the underlined portion of the article whereir former

Ambageadeor Wileon wrote that, "... I have every confidence that the
answer 1 provided wag cirvculated to the appropriate officainls
within our gxvernment." The Vice Frecident stated that Lald not
happened sc he guesticned again the "seriousnessg" of thies ol 7ort by

Wileon and the CIA.
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(U} The Vice President also read aloud the handwritten
netes he had made in the upper margin of the editorial. He
conmented that his notation reading, "Or did his wife send him on a
junket?" was written as he recalled the earlier statement made to
him by DCI Tenet that the ex-envoy's wife worked in the Unit that
sent him. Vice President Cheney alsc noted that he thought it was
strange that Joe Wilson did his investigative wcrk pro bono.

{U) Regarding the editorial which he cut out of the
paper, Vice Pregident Cheney advised that it was his normal
practice to carry such documents around with him for a few dayes and
then place them in his "out" box when he wae finished with them. He
cannot recall if he discussed the underlined portions of the
editorial with anvene, but he probably did. After he placed the
article in his "out” box, he does not know whatever happened tc it,
nor did he ask for any epecific treatment or follow-up with respect
to his handwritten guestions on the newspaper.

(U} The Vice Preesident advised that between the time of
. the publication of the Wilson editorial on July €&, 2003, and the
publicatiorn of the Novak editorial eight days later, he does not
recall having any discussions about Wilson's wife or Wilson's trip
with elther DCI Gecrge Tenet or Deputy DCI1 Jochn McLaughlin. He
doeg recall at one point “gigging” Tenet and/or McLaughlin akout
vetting & separate, unrelated intelligence matter by sarcastically
suggesting to them that perhaps they ought to send Jeoe Wilson to
check it cut. The Vice President stated that the igsue of Valerie
Wilson's possible involvement in sending her huskand to Niger was
just not a big deal and did not become one until after the
publication of the Novak editorial.

I 38 -However, with respect to inquiries cf the CIA, the
' Vice Fresident does recall at some point in time | ]

bl
e b3

Kiocuments located b5

@S? ———————————— began-by-explaining-that-i
in his byiefing binder,

I
Per OGA |

[le stated that he was
not sure of the identity of his briefer at the time, but he
believed Dave Terry had left the position |

| | 0 the briefer involwved would have prcbably been
eithe{ ?r Craiz Schmall.
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I — E}ﬁﬁ In order to clarify this matter and to refresh the

Vice Presfaent‘s recollection, he was shown a series cf three sets
of documents which had been sent via fax to his office on 6/9/03,
OVP Bates Btamp numbers 1445 through 1465 for set #1. The Vice
President initially did not recognize the documents which contained
as a cover sheet a memorandum dated 6/9/03 from John Hannah, the
subject of which wag Information: CIA Paper on Purported Irag-
Niger Uranium Deal. The Vice President advised that he did not
specifically recognize the documents so he spent several minutes
perusing them. The Vice President.then made several comments about
the documents, including the fact that the documents confirmed that
he had asked questions about the purported Iraq/nge,luranium deal
Ty 2002; the informatjon from{ . ]

""""""""""" Lacked detallfwand the
ad determined tha

een provided to th ere forgeries. The Vice
President speculated that may Mave been the reason he asked for the
compilation of documents related to the igsue.

. :ﬁiggThe Vice President was asked specifically about the
“document with OVP Bates Stamp Number 1450, entitled “Purported
Iragi attempt to get Uranium from Niger." The Vice President
advised. he could not recall reading or seeing this particular
document. In reviewing it, the Vice President specifically

commented on paragraphs nuj
thixrd paragraph relates t
reports regarding lrag and
paragraph, the Vice President related that this paragraph concerned
the written report and debriefing of Joe Wilson after his return
from Niger. The Vice President was then asked to revi v the pace
of the same document containing OVP Bates Stamp number 1456 which
contained the hand printed notation, "Did CIA have it in their
document?" The Vice President advised he did not recognize the
printing. ; ‘

—— e gggi The Vice President was then provided with a set of

documents aring OVP Bates Stamp numbers 1472 through 14B1. The
Vice President commented. that this set was basically a refeormatting
of the decument he had previocugly reviewed "Purported Iragi attempt
to get uranium from Niger.® The Vice President was directed to
OVP Bates Stamp number 1475, a document which contained the same
paragraph number € as the previoue document. This particular
document contained underlining of certain portions of the paragraph
and an asterisk in the left hand margin. The Vice President

SEeREL
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advised that he did not complete the underlining and the asterisk,
nor does he have any idea who may have done so.

-

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr Ig@(IThe Vice President was then shown a two page document
. dated March 8,2002 bearing OVP Bates Stamp numbers 1552 and 1553.

The Vice President reviewed it and advised he recognized it as the
Wilgon debrief document. The Vice President advised that he first
saw this document more than one year after it wae written,
recalling that was around the time the Wilson story began
developing in the summer of 2003, either in May, June, or July.

- The Vice President recognized his handwriting of the word "wWilson®

at the top right hand side of the decument. The Vice President also
believed he underlined that portion of paragraph two because he
believed it raised a-"red flag," seeming to show that the former .
Niger Prime Minister Mayaki had been approached about commercial
relations with Irag which the former Prime Minister believed meant
yellowcake uranium sales. The Vice President could not recall if
he read this document prior to the publication of Joseph WllSDD 8
editorial on 7/6/03 in the New York Times.
"""""""""""""" -The Vice Pre51dent was then shown a two page- document
contalnlng'OVP Bates Stamp Numbers 1588 and 1590. The Vice
President was advised that OVP Bates Stamp number 1589 was missing
and apparently may have not been included with the original _
production. The Vice President advised that he believed that this
document also was a reformatting of the document he had previously
reviewed, namely the Wilson *debrief." - The Vice President advised
that it looks like his handwriting of the name “"Joe Wilson®" at the
top of this document. KEe has no idea why he received the document
in a different format from the previocus one, indicating its
possible the other one may have been lost,

: Finally, the Vice President was shown a set of
documents earlng OVP Bates Stamp numbexrs 1781 through 17%0. The
Vice President remarked that this was another copy of the document
containing numbered paragraphs that he had previously reviewed,

The Vice President wags directed to QVP Bates Stamp number 1784,
which contained that part of the document marked paragraph six.

The Vice President noted that "Joe Wilson* was printed in the
margin to the left of the paragraph while a handwritten notation
which may have said "Wilson" was just below it. The Vice President
advised that neither the printed portion or the handwritten portion
was done by him. The Vice President advised that it was possible
that the handwritten portion containing the word "Wilson" way have

_ el
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been written by Scooter Libby, but the Vice Pregident did not
believe the printed notation was done by Scooter.
R UL BB The Vice Fresident advised that he believed the
' documents discussed zbove represent the CIa's attempt| ]
bl per
e b3 CIA
Per OGA | as well as regueste _py Congress anad the b5
{8} L] I As mentioned

| |
above,

the Vice President could not recall specifically when this

was completed, but he believes it may have been after Wileon's trip

to Niger becams public and questions were raised about the Vice

President's involvement in sending Wilson cn the trip. He alsc

recalled that he believes the CI2 report produced from a debriefing
f former Ambassador Wilson after he returned from Nicer was the

-only document produced whlcr reported the resulte of Wilsen's <rip.

And although there was allegedly "wide dissemination" of this
document in the intelligence community, the Vice President had
never read it at the timc it was purportedly widely disseminated.

() Because cf the intense interest in w‘1q01 trip
7/€/03 editorial was published, the Vice FPres
gpeculated that may have been the period when he saw t} g report
for the first time. He characterized the earlicr interest at
the time of the Pincus and Kristof articles as lesg intense,
Howevery, because there

after his

media

2l

was so much developing controversy at the
time, including the "16 words" issue, which was related to the
Wilson episode to som= extent, he was not certain when he reviewed

this report.

(U) The Vice President reiterated that he does not take
incoming calls from the media. Eoutine press inguiries would have
gone to Cathie Martin, while some of those invcelving more
substantive matters, particularly in the area of intelligence and
national security, would have likely been handled by Scooter Libby.
He provided press guidance to both of them at timee and, though he
can't recall any specific advice he gave in the May/June 2002 time
frame, he cénrrally woeald have advised them of the following peinte

regarding the Wilson trip tc Kiger:

1. He made lecitimate intelligence inguirieg abcut
alleged Irag/Niger uranium transactions.

2. He did not egelect or send former Aressadcy Wilson on
the fact-finding wission to Niger.

SEeRel_
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3. He had never been briefed on thc proposed trip, nor
was he briefed after former Ambassador Wilsson returned frow Niger

4. The findings and written repcrt of the vrip were not
provided te him until after the Wilson trip became public in 2003.

{U} Regarding the controversy over the "16 words" in the
S0TU, the Vice President advised that in his mind he could not draw
a distinction between the inguiries on the iscue before the
publication ¢f the Wilson editorial and after the publication cf
Lhe Wilsocn editorial.

S ;Bﬁ:”hﬂ Vice President was then providsd a series cf

4 ~ A
classified documents marked with OVP Rates Starvn Numbers 129

througl: 1%2, but did not include &all sequent¢ally nunbered
docum=nts in between. These documents were ClA cables related to

former Ambzcsador Wilson's trip to Niger. The Vice President was
asked specifically abaut thcse documents with Bates Stamp nunibers
"147-48, 162, and 165, The Vice President adviged le did not

reccgnize any of the CIR deocuments or recall having seen any of
them before.

(U} Vice Presicdent Cheney was then asiyed if he discuzsed
© Wilson or Valeries Wilson with sp=z=cifi itc Housc
Feoarding whether or not he discusscd c¢ither of the Wilcons
with Eric En&lmun, current Rmbassador to Turkey, the Vice President
-advised that if Edelman was, at the tlme,'lnvol"ec i the
operations of the Narienal Security Ccuncil under Scocter Likby, it
Was “OS?lb-, he discussed the w_lsoﬂs with Edelr=n, but he was

¢ whether Edzlman was still in Washinclon. In
he has no gpecrfic recellection of any such discussi

AP’.}!CXQ

-
stafi.

any eveng,
~r.  The Vice

Preciden’ s;ﬂd the same would he Lrue for XNeill T&u%J, & White House
stafier whe, Iecause of his job, might have been invelvesd in such &
discue

slan, \tha} the Vice Fresident had no specific reccllection
of any discussion with Patel. Vice Freeident Cheney can recall no
other digcussions regarding the Wilsons with either LZI Tenet o
DDCI McClaughlin except for the previously menticned telephcne
conversaticn, and Lhe cccasion when he gigued Tenot over Joe
Wilsone assistance. Finally, he does not reczll having &
cenversaticn with the President about the Wilsons.

{Ul By contrast, the Vice President advised that White
Houpe ermplovee Dean MeGrath was mere invelveZ in the administrative
especte of the Council eo he prechably did not ciessuse ths Wilsens
with him. The Vice President alsc adviced that NSC staffer John

TSEERE]
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Hannah was primarily involved in issues relating to the Middle
East, which included Irag and weapons of mass destruction. However,
Vice President Cheney believed it was possible he might have
discussed the Wilsons with Hannah, but he did not think it was
likely.

(U) Regarding his press secretary Cathie Martin, the Vice
President was sure he had discussed Jeoe Wilson with her but he had
‘no recollection of ever discussing Valerie Wilson with her. He has
ne recollection of Cathie Martin entering his office at some point
while Scooter libby was present and advising both of them that
Jogeph Wilson's wife was employed by the CIA. He also has no
recollection of learning of an episode when the CIA zpparently was
upset that NBC News reporter Andrea Mitchell and CBS reporter David
Martin had publicly reported on a conflict between the White House
and the CIA relative to the SOTU "1€6 words." It was reported that
the CIA was being blamed by White House staffers for the mistake
and that Steven Hadley of the NSC had criticized Cathie Martin for
the tension that surfaced between the CIZ and the White House over
the report. The Vice President advised he was not aware of that
tensicn, but he was aware of a struggle between the White Ecuse and
the CIA while they were both working to dissemingte George Teret's
explanaticn of the "16 words® controversy.

(1) Regarding Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and
Deputy Tefense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, the Vice President advised
that he did not ever discuss either Joseph Wilson or Wilsons wife
vith eicher cof them. The Vice President stated that the identity
of Valerie Wilson anc her employment wae not hicgh on his radar
screen and her employment with the CIA and relaticuship with Joe
Wilson did neot figure prominently in his thinking.

{U) The Vice President advised that it was prebable tLhat
he discussed Joe Wilson at some point with National Security
Advisor Condoleezza Rice, but he had no recellection of discussing
Valerie Wilscn at all with her. He advised his thoughts were the
same regarding Presidential Chief of Staff Andrew Card - he
probably would have discussed Joe Wilson with Card, but not Valerie
Wilecn. He said the same held true for Presidentizl hkdvisor Karl
Rove - he probably discussed Jog Wilscn with Rove, but would nect
have discussed Valerie Wilson with him.

(U} The Vice President went on to expiain his reason Ior

believing he possibly discussed Joe Wilson with the latter three
individuals. The Vice President stated that after he receives his
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7:00 a.m. briefing at his residence from the CIA briefer, he
travels to the White Housge where he jeoins the President for a daily
CIA briefing which the President receives from either DCI Tenet or
DDCI Mclaughlin. Chief of Staff Card and Dr. Rice are aleo present
for these briefings, along with a Presidential briefer from the
CIA. Normally, when the CIA's briefing ie completed, the four, who
are sometimes joined after the briefing by Mr. Rove, will discuss a
wide range of topics. At some point in time, after the Wilson
issue had become public, the Vice President recalls

b5

The Vice President said he could not recall exactly when he had
this discusgion and whc was present for it, but it may have keen at
one of the morning meetings. He said that it was posgible he had
the discussion with the Presicdent prior te the publication of
Wilson'e editorial on 7/6/03, but it probably occurred afterwards.
It may have occurred early on Monday, 7/7/03 although he stated
that he would not have discussed it with the President on Sunday,
7/6/03, the day when he returned to Washington from Wyoming.
Additiconally, the Vice President had no recollection of discussing
Wilsons wife at any time with the President.

{(U) Agked about any poscible discussions of eithsr of the
¥Wilsons with three high-ranking Department cf State employees -
Secretary of State Celin Powell, Dezputy Secretary of State Richard
Armitage, or Undersecretary of State for Folitical Affairs Marc
Grossman - the Vice President advised that he did not discuss
either Wilson cxy Wilsons wife with any of the three wen. He is
zlsco unaware of any of his staffers having discussed the Wilsons
with Grossman, nor have any of the staffers told him about having
any such discussion,

(U} Thereafter, the Vice Fresident advised that he did
not diecuss eithey of the Wilsons with Bush-Cheney campaign Manager
Fen Mehlman. In respcense to this guestion, Vice President Cheney
asked, Why would I talk to Mehlman about that? However, he
stated that it was possible he or Scooter Libby had discussed the
Wilsons with his former press secretary, Mary Matalin., The Vice
President advised that after ¥Ms. Matalin left her full-time
position with the White House, Le continued tc consult with her on
a variety cf issues and it was not uncommon fcr him to reach out to
her fcr advice. He would normally consult with her pricor to
televisicn sppearances, particularly the talk shows, such as "Meet
the Press." He has no specific recollection of discussing Wilson
or VWilseons wife with Matealin, but ke gaid it was possible.
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(U) The Vice President advised that he is unaware of
anyone in the administration conducting any resecarch or completing
a research project cn either Joe Wilson or his wife. He adviged
that he never directed anyone on his staff to conduct such a
project and no one advised him they were working on one.

(U) Regarding his relaticnship with columnist Rckert
Novak, the Vice President advised that he has known Novak for a
‘number ¢f yvears. In fact, the Vice President stated that Novak had
come to Washington even before the Vice President, which was guite
a number of years agdo. The Vice President also knew Novak's late
partner, Rowland Evans. However, despite the fact that the Vice
President has knowr Novak for a long time, he does not have a great
deal of contact with him. Vice President Cheney reiterated that he
does not have routine contact with members of the press who nake
ingquiries of the Office ©f the Vice President - he leaves that job
to the staff. Therefore, he would not be taking telephone calls
from Novak. He recalled being interviewed by HRcvak during the
post-election traneition pericd because Novak predicted, correctly
in hindsight, that the administration was making & mistake in
naming Paul 0'Neill as Secretary of the Treasury. He has dong
several interviews on Novak's television show. He has never
digcussed Wilson or Wilscns wife with Novak and he hae never heard
Hovak epeak to anyonc about either of the Wilsons.

{U) The Vice Pregident advised that he assumes he

-discussed Joseph Wileson with Scooter Libby when the issuc of
Wilson's trip to Niger first surfaced in the media. He does not
recall discusging Valerie Wilson with Libby prier to her nare
appearing in Novak's column on 7/14/02. Scooter Libby neve:
advised him -¢f any conversation he had with Marc Grossman from the

tate Department about Joe Wilson and/or Wilscons wife. Likhy also
never told him akbout anyv conversation he had with former White
House prces secretary Ari Fleischer about the Wilsons. The Vice
Pregident advised that it would have been logical for Likby :tc
brief the White House Presg Office if inguirieg about Wilson were
being made to the CVF. He isg not aware of any lunch meetings cr
discussions between Ari Flelscher and Scooter Libby, but it would
net surprise him if they had been to lunch together at scome time
during Fleischer's White House tenure.

(U} The Vice President advised that he had not made any

inguiries about a ccntractual arrangement which might have existed
retween former Ambacsador Wilscon and the CIA. He stated that it's
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peossible someone else might have made such an inguiry, but he is
not aware of any such request.

(U) Vice President Cheney advised he was aware, prior to
the unauthorized disclosure cf Valerie Wilsons identity in Robert
Novaks newspaper editorial on 7/14/03, that Scooter Libby was
speaking to reporters about Jocseph Wilson and hie trip to Niger. He
stated that Libby was not required to clear every public statement
and press contact because the Vice President had confidence in
Libbys abilities and experience in handling such inguiries. :
BEowever, the Vice Preeident was generally aware of Libby'se contacts
with Walter Pincus of the Washington Post but not aware of any
other specific reporters with whom Libby had contact. Asked
specifically abcout whether there was a wmedia strategy developed
within the OVP tc counter the unfair implications raised by Wilson,
the Vice Fresident made it clear that the White House and the OVP
were not tryinz to affirmatively generate coverage on thig issue,
but were merely responding to media inguiries.

(U) The Vice President is not aware of any contacts
Scooter Libby may have had with Robert Novak prior to the
publicatior of the Novak newspaper column on 7/14/C¢3. If Libby had
such contacts, he did not tell the Vice President about them. The
Vice Fresident was not advised by Libby that Novak had zsked for an
outline of the chronelecgy ¢f Lhew the SOTU was prepared.

(U0) The Vice Pregident advised that he believed he had
always been the subject of unfavorable press coverage bv INBT Kews
reporter Chries Matthews, | |

| The Vice President did not

recal][ﬁatthewsi]coverago cf the Joe Wilson matter in the week
fcllowing the publication of Wilson's editorial on 7/6/03 as being
a particular problem, but he acknowledged that it was possible.
The Vice FPresicdent advised that he was not aware of any attenmpts by
Libby to complain to NEC8 Wachington Bureau chief Tim Russert
about Chris Matthews' coverageland Libby did not discuss any such
plan with the Vice Precident. When asked if he had beer told of
any ccnversaticn that Scooter Libby may have had with)Tim Russerﬁ}
Vice President Cheney szid it was possible, but that He could not
recall. He repeated that he had no specific recollection of any
reporters being talked to by Scooter Libby prior to July 14.
Finally, the Vice President was nct aware of any discussiong which
Scooter Libby may have had with Karl Rove about Joe Wilson or
Wilsone wife, and Libby did not tell him of any such discussions.
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(U) Regarding the Presidential trip toc Africa beginning
on 7/7/03 and ending on 7/12/03, the Vice President did not recall
discussing Joe Wilson with anyone traveling with the President on
Air Force One or while the entourage was in Africa. The Vice
President does recall talking to Dr. Rice about the CIA statement
being prepared by George Tenet, which was eventually released on
7/11/03. He recalls that the Tenet statement addressed the Wilson
controversy in several respects, to include rebutting several
assertions made by Wilson about the Vice President. The Vice
President recalles DCI Tenet's statement admitting the Clh
unilaterally decided te gend Wilson to Niger toc check the
Iragi/Niger uranium allegaticn, and the Vice President had nothing
to do with that decisicn. Additienally, DCI Tenet's statement
indicated that neither the President nor Vice President had been
briefed on the findings of Wilscon's trip, as Wilson asgserted.

(U) The Vice President cannot recall any specific
discussion with Dr. Rice about Joe Wilson or Wilsons wife.l |

He believes that the only person

Tie SpOKE with cni the telephone on Air Force One or in Africa during
the Fresidential trip was Dr. Rice. He dovs not recall talkino to
the President during the hfrica trip.

L&l Regarding DCI Tenszt's statewsent of 7/11/03, the Vice
President “8tated that to the best of his reccllection, he did no:
believe the CIA statement went as far as it could have ip
clarifving the "16 words" controversy. |
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The Vice President recalled that components of the NIE,
and some of the findings of the Wilson mission, and cablesg relating
to it, were declassified and included in the statement, even though
the actual KNIE was not declassified.

(U} The Vice President advised that it was conccivable

) that he may have had discussione about Joe Rilson during the week
of 7/6/03 because the Tenet statement covered the bulk of the
Wilson matter, namely that the CIA had dispatched Wilson tc Niger
on its own without direction from the Vice President; Wileon's
report confirmed there had been an apprcach by Irag to Niger at one
time; and the results of Kilscn's trip were not briefed to the Vice
President.

W) |

| [a statement Dr.

Rice made to the press sometime shortly after the puklication of

~the Wilson editorisl wherein she had said it had been a "mistake

to include the "16 words" about the Iragi efforts to acquire bb
uranium in the Presidents . SOTU. The Vice Fresident acknowledged
that Ari Fleischer way have made a similar acknowledgment in a
press "gaggle" he held the day after Wilson's editerial was
publiehed. | |

T . }'Vice President Cheney advised that he normaliy
receives a daily briefing from the CIZ at the Vice tresidential
regidence beginning at 7:0¢ a.m. Following that briefing, he joing
(53 the President in the Oval Office for an B:00 a.m. briefinc|
G =t
bl per
. b3 CIA
Per OGA
beocter Labby normally plans to
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sit in on the briefings with him at the Vice-Presidential
residence, but often cannot make it due to conflicte. They receive
separate briefings on Saturdays. '

B e - C}ﬁ&EOn Saturday, 7/12/03, the Vice President recalled
{0y making the trip to Norfolk, Virginia for the commissioning ceremony
for the USS Ronald Reagan. He does not remember anything in
"particular about the CIA briefing he received at the Vice-
Presidential residence that day. The Vice President was given a
series of documents to review, including several from the briefing
that .day. With respect to the CIA briefing document marked with
~OVP Bates Stamp number 1537, the Vice President acknowledged that
. it was his handwriting of the name "Wilson" in the margin and cn
the face of the document. He noticed after further review of the
document that it was similar to the previous document he had seen
regarding Wilson's trxip to Africa, but it was in a slightly
different format. He .noted that the paragraph which is numbered
six of the document referred to the report made of Wilson's trip by
the CIA Reports Officer who debrisfed Joe Wilson upon his return
from Wiger. The Vice President advised that a review of the
{54 .. document did not successfully refresh his recollection about the
o CIA briefing on the worning of 7/12/03. Ch stated that
Per OGA document in question did not appear to bef{f ~Jbut locked
like a type of document he may have kept.” He has no spec;flc
memory of this document, and recalls no reason why he kept it.

Ay = m(}éy The Vice President looked at documents bearing OVP

. Bates Stamp numbers 1538 and 1538. It is possible that he may have
received one of the two documents, or even the previously-described
one from Scooter Libby, but he has no specific recollection of
having cbtained either one of them from him. .

{U) The Vice President advised that he very clearly
remembered the trip to Norfolk on 7/12/03 for the commissioning of
the USS Ronald Reagan. He looked forward to making the trip for
some time and was actually pleased that the President had declined
the opportunity to commigsion the ship. He was particularly
looking forward to spending time with former First Lady Nancy
Reagan and some of his old friends from Yale University. He
recalled that his wife and several members of his family made the

‘trip on Air Force Two with him for the ceremony. Initially, he
could not remember that Scooter Libby attended the ceremony with
members of hig family, but did seem to recall that- fact when he was

advisged that it was and he was attending
with hig father. :
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(U) The Vice President advised that after Air Force Two
arrived in Norfolk on the morning of 7/12/03, he believed that he
and his wife went to the Admiral's house for breakfast where he met
with Nancy Reagan. After spending time and visiting with her, the
group went tc the aircraft carrier for the commissicning ceremony
which took place on board the ship. He recalled spending several
hours at the ceremcny and he also rememxbere the helicepter rice
back tc Alr Force Two for the short flight back te Washingtcon.

(U} The Vice President advised that it was possible while
on the return fliaght, that he and Scocter Libby discusged media
responses to inquiries regarding Joe W:leons charges about the use
of flawed intelligence. Though he cannot rezall any specific
conversation, he would not be surprised te learn that he had such a
discussion with his Chief of Staff. The Vice President advised
that he sees Libby several times each day and the two have
previocusly discussed communication strateczies for responding to
guesticens from particular reporters.

(U1 Vice President Cheney ie familiar with Glenn FKessler,
a reporter from the Washington Post, but he is not familiar with
Matthaw Cooper, whe was identified as a reporter from Time
Magazine. In handling press inguiries regarding Joo Wilsen, i
conceivable that he tasked Scooter Libby with thi
_rather than CVP press secretary Cathie Martin, A
earlier, Martin handled routine press inguiries, w
experience dictates that he assist with those pres c
pertaining more explicitly to fereign policy and national security.
He stzted thet Martin was good in getting things done and following
throush hut she did not have Libby's expericnce in certain policy
ereas. Therefore, Likby was the more appropriate person Lo answay
those Iinguiries,.

4L
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hile Scocter's
S o

U; The Vice President said he does not recall
specifically, but it would be possible he discussed the Wilson
talking pcinte with Libby aboard ARir Fcocrce Two on 7/12/03. Because
DCI Tenet's CIA statem=2nt had besn released the previcus evening,
Vice President Cheney would have expected there tc be preas
inguiries abocut it the following day. He stated that he might have
dictated to Libby certain logical responses to the pregs inguiries
which may have been made regarding DCI Tenet's statewent. He
stated that he does not recall Joe Wilson's wife or her affiliation
with the CIA ever being a part of any media talking pointes about
Wilson's trip to Niger because her employment was not an issue. He

{
1
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cannot recall if he and Scooter Libby talked akbout Valerie Wilsons
CIR position as a data point.

(U) The Vice President advised he hac no idea what
Scooter Libby knew about Valerie Wileon on 7/12/03. He does not

‘recall if he told Scocter Libby about Mra. Wilson and her

employment at the CIA, or if Libby revealed to the Vice President
his independent knowledge about that fact. The Vice President
repeated that he believed he first heard about Joe Wilscn's wife's
employment in the telephons conversation he had with DCI Tenet. Ee
did not recall hearing anything else about her until the Newvak
celumn was written on 7/14/03. FEKe stated that he had made the
handwritten notation about Wilscons wife on the Sunday New York
Times newspaper from 7/6/03, because he was rememtering his
telephons conversation with Tenet in apprcximately June 2003,
wherein the Vice Fresident learned for the first time of Valerie
Wilson's position with the CIA. With respect to the 7/14/03 lovak
column, he had been giver no advance knowledge of the subject or
substance of the column, and he had nc idea Ncvak or any other
reporcer wag working on esuch a story.

""""""" w*—EIS{fVlce Pregident Cheney then reviewvad decuments Zcaring
OVE Batec Stamp Numbers 2052 an 2823 which were twe pages of
handw: it (en notes depicting media talking peints pertaining to Joz
Wilson. ARlthough the notes were not dated, he ecknowledged that
they appeared to have been written by Scocter Libbyv. Aftexr
reviewing the nctes, the Vice President stated that the talking
poirte in the notes resenble something he would have said to Likby,
but he cannot remeuwber tLhe specifics of the cenversation. The Vice
Precsident stated again that he wae not aware of which regorter, o
reportere, were working with Scocter Libby on CVFE responscg to Joe
Wilsone criticisme. The Vice President is not sure if Mr. Libkbby
followed up with the medic on theso notes and talking peointes as he
does not recall whether Libby reporzed back to him the resulte of
any contact with reporters.

-~ With respect tc the portion of the notes containing
the phrase ep background," the Vice I'resident indicated that
Mr. Libby alecne would be the judge of whether cr not infermation
vas tc be presented to any reporters with that caveat. 2s &
general rule, the Office of the Vice President and the Vice
Fresident himself try not to bes critical of other government
aqenﬂ‘ eg as it ie not productive. His review of the Likhy nctes
indicated to the Vice President that they gererally contein the
same information in them as was in the DCI's gtatement .
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(U) The Vice President defined his understanding of the
ground rules he believed existed for reporters' use of information
provided by the administration. He stated that information
provided on the record could be used by the media in their
reporting and alesoc attributed to the source who provided it.
Furnishing information *"on background" means the information could
be used and attributed to an anonymous administration official.
¥hen working "on deep backaround" the information could be used by
a reporter to form derivative judgements, but not quoted or
attributed to a source; and, finally, "off the record" means the
informaticn provided by & source could net be used.

(U) The Vice President repeated that he was not familiar
with a reporter from Time magazine by the name of Matthew Cooper.
The Vice President hae no recollecticn of a misunderstanding
between ‘Scooter Libby and Time magazine wherein Libby had provided
a quote relative to the Wilson matter to Time on the record and the
qguote, when published, was incomplete or truncated. The Vice
President stated, apart from this instance, that would not be the
first time that has happened in journalism. He also etated he had
no recollection that Time made a chance to the article in its
subseguent on-line editicn and printecd the entire guote from Libby.
He also has no recollection of instructing Libby to give the same
information tc Newsweek magazire as he gave to Time in the interest
c¢f balance. Because he does not have a very favorable view of
Newsweek, the Vice President advised he could not conceive of
giving such a direction, but stated it was possible he told Libby
tc contact both magazines. It is also possible that Libby made
these contacts on his own initiative.

(U) Vice President Cheney reiterated that Likbbys 7/12/03
handwritten notes look and sound like something he might dictate to
Libby, but he cannot specifically recall having dictated suct
instructions to him on that occasion. The Vice President repeated
that any decisicns about whether Libby, when talking tc the media,
provides informaticn "on the recerd" or "on backoround" are wade by
Libby himself. Finally, with respect to the Fall 2002 NIE, the
Vice President did not believe he discussed it with Libby on
7/12/03. The Vice President advised that if Scooter Libby had any
discussion with any repcrters con 7/12/03 upon his return from
Norfolk, VA, he musct have viewed theose discussions as unremarkable,
inaamuch as the Vice President wae never told the outcome of any
convergations, discuseions or interviewes with the media by Libby.
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(U) The Vice President believed he read the Robert Novak
colunn in the newspaper on the day it was published, 7/14/03. He
cannot recall discussing it, or any of ite contents, with anyone at
the time it was published. He did not pay any particular attention
to Novake disclosure of the identity of Valerie Wilson, and he
does not know how Novak might have received thise informaticn. He
emphagized that it did not appear teo him to be an iwmportant or even
relevant fact in the Joe Wilson controversy.

(U) When asked hie view of former Ambascador Wileon, the
Vice President described him as something ¢f an aggravation. He
zlso advised that it is a bit hard for him to separate his feelings
about Wilscen from the 2003 time-frame of the publication cof the
various news articles, and from his view of Wilson now. The Vice
President advised that hic biggest problem in the entire Wilson
matter has been the performance of the CIA. The Vice President
noted that he had a histcry of experience with the CIA, and has
been a consumer of CIA intelligence, ranoing from his tine as a
Congressman when he served on the House Intelligence Comnittee,
through his service as Secretary of Defense anc currently as Vice
President. The Vice President described himself as a long-time
admirer of the CIA& and ite people and programs, but he
characterized their perforwance in the Wilson matter as "amateur
hour." His mind-set about the entire issue led him to wonder to
himself about what was gcing on out at lLangley. He also believed,
with respect to Joe Wilscn, that Wilsor has built & career on this
niche, noting that he understood Wilsorn had just written & book.
Ee alsc saw him on televisicn discussing the book and it appears
that some of what Wilson has saild has expanded cver time.

(U) The Vice President indicated that in the July 2003
time-frams he did not have the impression that Joe Wilscn was a
partisarn. His handwritten nctee on the 7/6/03 editcrial about
Wilson's trip and the invelvement of Wilsone wife in the Clkis
gelection of Wilson was triggered by his recollecticn c¢f the prior
telephone conversation he had with George Tenet, wherein Tenet
identified Wilscon's wife as an employee of the agency. The Vice
Presidert alsc indicated that he never discussed the substance of
his c¢zll with Tenet with anyone prior to the publication of Valerie
Wilsons identity in Novak's 7/14/03 newspaper colunin.

(Y Vice Fresident Cheney advised that no cne ever told
him that Wilscn went to Niger because of his wife's CIA status and,
in fact, the Vice President does not heve any idea te this day why
Joseph Wilson was selected to go to Niger. He has never been
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advised by anyone of the findings of the CIA's Inspector General
investigation alluded to by DCI Tenet in their initial telephone
call regarding Wilson. The Vice President advised that it is
possible he and Scooter Libby discussed former Ambagsador Wilson's
credentials for undertaking the mission for the CIA, but he has no
specific recollection of such a discussion. Additionally, he does
not recall any discussion with Libby of perceived nepotism
asgsociated with Wilscen's selection for the CIA aesignment. The
Vice President believed, based on Joe Wilsons past gervice ag an
ambassador in the region, that hig gualifications for the trip were
"OK." However, the Vice Fresident believed the CIA did not go
about the mission in the right way. - He assumed that Scocoter Libby
very likely shares his view of the CIh's handling of the Wilson
mission as "“amateur hour." The Vice Fresident believed it possible
that he and Libby discussgel the Wilson trip as some kind of a
junket or boondoggle, words which are to him synonymous in

their meaning. However, he has no solid reccllection of any such
discusesion.

(U} The Vice President advised that there was no
discusgesion of "pughing back"” on ¥ileon's credibility by ryailsing the
nepotism isgue, and there was no discussion of using Valerie
Wilson's employment with the Cli in countering Joe Wilson's
criticiems and claimes about Iragi efferte to procure yellowcake

“urazniun from Niger.

() The Vice President recalled the Gerald Ford 8Cth
birthday party celebraticn at the White House on 7/16/03. He
indicated that he was the host and organizer of the party anc is
zware that both Federal Reserve Foard Chairman Alar Greenspan and
nis wife, NBC News reporter Andrea Mitchell, attended the party.
Greencspan received an award from the Gerald Ford Foundaticen. The
Vice President cculd nct recall any discussion that evening with
Andrea Mitchell about the Wilson matter. He advised that he has
lona known Andrea Mitchell and has been in attendance at numerous
sccial functions with her jin the past. He described her as a
reporter who does not mix business and social occasions. The Vice
President cannot rerall if Secretary of State Fowell attended the
party, but he advised he was sure there was a list available of the
party attendees.

(U} The Vice FPresident advised that during the period
from the publicaticn of Robert Kovak's column on 7/14/03, until the
Department of Justice investismation was announced in late
fepterker, he does not recall much, if any, discusaion about former
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ambassador Wilson and the trip to Niger. He has some recollecticn
of Deputy National Security Advisor Stephen Hadley providing a
"back-grounder" to the press addressing Irag/WMD matters. He
recalled that this briefing occurred some time shertly after
declassification of the October 2002 NIE.

{U) The Vice President learned of the investigation at
the same time White House Counegel Alberto Gonzales issued a
document preservation order to all White House employees directing
that they preserve any and all recerds relating tco this matter. To
the bast ¢f the Vice President's recollection, everyone in the
White House wag advised that because an investigation was underway,
the docum=nts were tc be preserved and employees should not discuss
the investigation with anyone else. At that time, no cne came to
him and told him of any discussion they had with Robert Novak
regarding Valerie Wilson prior to the publication of Novak's
column. No one told him at that time of talking to any reporters
about Joe Wilson or Wilsons wife.

{U) The Vice President advised that he became aware of a
statement that White House press secretary Scott Follellan made on
$/29/03 i his daily presc briefing, wherein McClellan attempted to
exoneratce Karl Rove before the media as a possible scurce of the
leak to Movak. The Vice President was not happy about it, as it
appeared that the White House press office wae putting down markers
for some individuals and not for others. Specifically, Vice
President Cheney believed that fairnesg dictated that similar
disqualifyvina statements should be made tc the media on behall of
Libby and Ellict Abrame of the NSC, both of whom were the
speculative targets of leak allegations by the media that week.

() | |

| Ee did not know if Sco
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er Libby
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independently attempted to get the white House press cffice to make
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a statement clearing him prior to discussing it with the Vice
President.

(U) Regarding his conversations with Libby about this
time, although the Vice President has no specific memory of such a
conversgation, Libby may have told him he was not Novak's source.
In any event, the Vice President did nct suspect Libby of being:
Novak's source. He cannot recall Scooter Likby telling him how he
first learned about Valerie Wilson. It is possible Libby may have
learned about Valerie Wilson's employment from the Vice President
a‘ter the Vice President's phone call with George Tenet, but the
Vice President hae no specific recollection of such a
conversation. The Vice President also cannot recall ever waving
Libby off, at a certain point in time, when Libby offered to tell
him everything he knew about the Wilson matter. The Vice President
has no recollection of Libby saying that he'd learned about Valerie
Wilgon from a reporter, nor does he have any recollection of Likby
indicating that anyone else in the administration knew about
Valerie Wilson's employment at the CIA. Mocreover, Vice President
Cheney does not have any recollection of Libby indicating that
reporters with whom Libby was sgpeaking about the Wilson matter,
ever infeormed him of Valerie Wilson's employment with the CIA.

(U) The Vice Presgident was then previded a document
bearing CVP Bates Stamp number 002518. This document reflected scome
hand printed talking points on the top half, and the rest of the
document contained separate handwritten notes on its lower half,
which the Vice President advised was his handwriting. The Vice
Tresident recognized this note from a conversation he had with
Scooter Libby after White House press secretary McClellan had
issued his September 2003 press statement clearing Rove as Neovak's
gource. He recalled Libby presented the hand printed talking points
to him as a suggested resronse to the media to be used by McClellan
in an effort to clear Libby of any involvement in the leak. The
Vice President, during the interview, read aloud the handwritten
portion of the document. The Vice Fresident stated that he cculd
not decipher that part cf his own handwritten notes which appeared
to have been crossed out. He stated that the crossed out words
might have been written as "the Pres.", however, Vice Fresident
Chenev advised he could not be certain and, in any event, it had
been creogsed out. The Vice President stated that the portion of
his handwritten nctes which read in part, "...sacrifice the guy
that was asked to stick his neck in the meat grinder because cf the
incompetence cf others", was his reference to the effcorts of Libby
whe was forced to respond te numercue media inguiries invelving Joe
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Wilson because of the incompetence of the CIA. The Vice President
believed at the time that both Libby arnd Elliot Abrams were being
left out there in the public eye as the alleged sources for Kovak
in the aftermath of McClellans public exoneration of Karl Fove.

(U) The Vice President acknowledged that it was also his
handeriting in the left margin of the one-page note referring to
"Tenet" and "Wilson memo." However, he said his review of that
portion of the document did not ring a bell as to why he wrote
those words. The Vice President could not recall exactly when he
wrote this note, but assumes it had to have been sometime after
McClellan's September 2003 press statement about Rove, and prior to
a similar statement McClellan subsequently issuved curing a press
briefing denying any involvement in the leak on the part of either
Libby or Abrams as Novak's sources.

{U) The Vice President does not recall any member of his
staff, including Scooter Libby, meeting with New York Times
reporter Judith Miller during the week of 7/7/03, just after
publication of Joe Wilson's editorial in the New York Times. The
Vice President was familiar with Judith Miller anc¢ her reporting
expertise in the arez of weapons of mase destructien. The Vice
President does recall some OVP discussicn with Miller about the key
judgements of the Fall, 2002 NIE around the time of the
declassification of the NIE. The Vice President recalled this
time-frame as being after Baghdad had fallen and the scarch was on
in Irag for weapons of mass destructicon. The Vice President
recalled that certain portions of the NIE had been declascified
regarding WMD, namely the suwmary judgment portions about Irag's
weapone of mass destruction and those parts of the body of the
overall NIE report which dealt with Irag's efforts to procure
uranium from Africa.

(U} The Vice President described the declasgification
process stating that the President has the ultimate authority to
declassify a document, with other declassification responsibilities
vested with those agencies having originally clasesified z given
document.. He also noted that the Vice President himself had
declassification authority which comronly occurs when twos different
agencies cannot agree on the declassification of certain matters
and the Vice Pregident, in essence, referees the dispute. As an
example, | |
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| The Vice President advised he

eventually made the declassification decieions in those matters.

{U) With respect to the RIE, questions had arisen about
the President's decision to go to war with Irag, so the White House
had been in favor of declassifying the summary judgment pertions of
the NIE, and eventually made the decision to declassify them. The

Vice President advised that he was unaware of anvy obijeczti he
declagsification coming from the CI2

[Issues relating to

those portions of the NIE had been publicly qiscussed on several
prior occasions, ircluding with the publication of a White Paper in

the Fall of 2002 and in Secretary 's > the Unit
Nations prior to the Irag war. I |

| Therefore,

the White House made the decision to declassify the portions of the
NIE mentioned above. The Vice President recalled again that after
the declassification, Steve Hadley provided a backaround briefing
and the Vice Fregident believed Communications Directer Dan
Bartlett attended the kriefing. When advised that the NIE was
declassified on 7/18/03, the Vice President stated that he pelieved

it was declassified bofcre that date. He recalled |

| He sald there was nsver any

"georet” declassification of the NIE by him, as he would not have
kept such a decision from the other principals mentioned above.

{U) With respect to dissemination of the informatson
contained in the NIE tc the press, the Vice President advised that
it ie poseible tc talk about eomething contained in a classzfied
document without vielating the law regarding declassification. For
example, the Vice Fresident has made numerous public sgtatemente
about Irag's weapons of mass destructicn which were bassd on and,
in some cases tracked, hie reading of clasgified informaticn,
including the NIE. However, he did not viclate any relevant laws
or rules in making these statements because he did not reveal the
confidential gources or methods involved in gathering the
classified information. Vice President Cheney advised that he
believed it was justifiable tc rely on clagsified information to
chape and inform what cne says publicly. He further advised that
kis own public statements at times tracked the NIE and were
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informed by data within the NIE. Vice President Cheney believed
this was a perfectly appropriate way tc use the NIE.

(U) The Vice President advised that no one ever told him
of a desire te share key judgments of the NIE with a news reporter
prior to the NIEs declassification on 7/18/03. The Vice President
advised that the only person on hie staff who would have made such
a reguest was Scooter Libby who was familiar with the governing
rules for utilizing the information contained in the NIE. Libby
knew it was appropriate to use the information in the NIE
derivatively., without attributing it to its source andé without
disceminating the actual NIE document itself. The Vice President
cannot specifically recall having a conversation with Scooter Libby
during which Libby advised the Vice President that he wanted to
share the key judgments of the NIE with Judith Miller. Although
the Vice President cannot recall having such & convereation, if one
did occur, he would have advised Libby only to use something if it
was declassified. He believed Libby weuld have told him abeocut any
attempts to put something cut to the media prior to its
declagsification and the Vice President cannot recall such a
discussion. However, the Vice President does recall having &
conversaticon at scme time with Libby about the NIE.

(U wWhen asked if he ever had a conversation with Scocter
Libby wherein Libby informed the Vice President that certain
material within the NIE needed to be declassified kefore it could
be shared externally, Vice President Cheney adviged that he does
not recall., When asked if he ever advised Libby that the President
had decided to declassify the NIE, the Vice President declined to
answer in view of his ccncerns about sharing potentially privilezed
conversations between himself and the President. 1t was clarified
for the Vice Pregident that he wags not being asked to comment on
the substance of his conversaticns with the President, but rsther,
only whether he ever told Libby that he had such & discussion with
the President. In response, Vice President Cheney repeated his
assertien that he must refrain from commenting to the investigators
about any private and/or privileged conversaticns hc may have had
with the President.

(U} Finally, the Vice President reiteratcc that it should
be noted that a distincticn existed in the KIE between information
lecated in the summary judgement portions of the NIE and thcse
porticns in the body of the report dealing with Iragi efforte to
oktain urarium from Africa. &ll of the summary judgement
infermaticor in the NIE, abcut a wids range of topics, was
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declzssified, while only that part of the body of the NIE regarding
Iragl efforts to obtain uranium from Rfrica was declassified, with
the balance of the NIE remaining clasgesified.

{U) after the Vice President zgain mentioned that he was
preesed fcr time, two separate reguegts were made to Vice [resident
Cheney in an effort to assist the DOJYFBI investigation intc this
matter. First, an FBI waiver form was presented to the Vice
President and copies were given to his attorneys. It was explained
to Vice President Cheney that his signature was being scught on the
waiver form in order to release any reporters with whom the Vice
President may have had conversations about the subject matter of
thie investigation, from promises of confidentiality arising from
any such conversations. Vice President Cheney acknowledged receipt
of the-FBIs waiver form but declined to sign until his attorneys

‘have had sufficient time to review it.

(U) Secondly, it was recuested cf Vice President Cheney
and his lawyers that all parties to this interview agree to refrain
from any external discussion of this subject matter with any
unauthorized pecrsons. It was specifically reguested that no
discussions take place with other witnescses in this case and that
the classified nature of the sub-ect matters discussed in this
interview be preoperly protected. In résponee to thie specizl
request, the Vice Presidents attorney, Terry CDonnell, advised
that he understood the FBIs request, but said he cculd not make a
binding commitment to refrain from discussing the interview with
pereons who may need to help him properly advise and represent his
client.. The Special Counsel explained thal it was important to
ensure that everything be done to keep the recollectlons cf other
witnegses from being in{luenced.
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CHENEY OUTLINE ( MAY 7, 2004) SEGRET

INTTIAL OVERVIEW (ONE TO TWO HOUR COVERAGE)

GET HIM TALKING IN HIS OWN WORDS
TEST WHETHER MILLER AND NIE COMES UP WITHOUT PROMPTING

DO WE THINK HE HAS SEEN LIBBY NOTES?
CATHIE M NOTES?

INTRO
Sitiome
NOT INTERESTED IN POLITICS FOR PRURIENT REASONS ~ 2f4= ~

BUT DO NEED TO KNOW STATE OF MIND
M

BOTTOM LINE:

DOES HE KNOW WHO TALKED TO NOVAK ABOUT WILSON’S WIFE? #/0

DOES HE KNOW ANYONE WHO TALKED TO ANY OTHER REPORTERS ABOUT Ab
WILSON’S WIFE BEFORE JULY 147

AFTER JULY 147
, ] A
GENERAIL WIL.SON RELATED QUESTIONS: A))’/;‘-" 2 ks ? .

WHEN LEARNED ABOUT WILSON'S ROLE EVEN IF NOT NAME? 'dw { w?//v

; W“M Aeese /""""“4 feas ’
v P (ﬁﬂ WHEN LEARNED NAME? ' < 2 02 704[744

7

20027
20037

? 9
WHEN LEARNED ABOUT WILSONS’ WIFE? FROMWHOM? |/ ¢ 4 M ¢

VP: Aeverst \ .
MARCH 03 e 7"4;7”‘4%% A‘a’ﬁ&"“*“‘

[VP AND LIBBY VISIT PRIOR TO WAR
WILSON HAD BEEN ON CNN
ANY DISCUSSION OF WILSON TRIP?]

_BEeRET




APRIL 03

MAY 03

MAY 6: KRISTOF PIECE

JUNE 03 (e g o,
coiled? SGrCae
bl per JUNE 5: PINCUS RE: VISITS TO CIA, PRESSURING
b3 CIA 8} .
b5 JUNE 10: AT CIA WITH TENET AN fow & Arensl
Per OGA JUNE 12 PINCUS RE: ENVOY TO NIG

JUNE 13 KRISTOF RE CIA POINTING AT

JUNE 19: NEW REPUBLIC: 3 TIME AMBASSADO
/M “FLAT OUT LIE" 4
L ’J G yLP - Sicw
W b

6: WILSON OPED ANDTV
Pese ¢ Foas 77 ©O

,,Vj M MJ/ S WIFE WITH Z e -
TENET?

M -+ W 2
McLAUGHLIN
b ,ﬂ"

*\-’\/ ﬂo/“pl"‘zﬁ Z(/-crué

30 /J" " CIA BRIEFERS?
r,f 7 19'( MHOLD 13 NUMEROUS)
DELMAN ,
, é
y W" NEIL PATEL Yol pare '%«4’//‘“'/' Z 9
. )} ‘ . bl per
W /\.“‘ST Docg. D ’M b3 CIA
s er OGA d/'z ,
' MARTIN? e e ?"‘"

Vw7 A

SEeRET b



SECRET

S

RUMSFELD? 60

WOLFOWITZ? Ao o
NSC?@:%{"‘_“M' Ty biteom o

ANDY CARD? fe sontdt. e Loy aomrdrt o camet. of Tl
Ji% ol NWR o ]
KARLROVE? _ -,/ 4, e ALl of ponpads g 2,

iy Ren, & panasl Hint
pRESIDENT? O Apeshy & flrus o oo &, Lhem

r O fts,cﬁ‘/m’/“"‘//’%'
,Mj/( .. KEN MEHLMAN? __" 40 .

AR 4 .
W’ POWELL? — Us poertllostar * Tl L Vald

) 7
P M ARMITAGE? — 4b Aenctblet

i 1
GROSSMAN? - 2/ Ascnblavloon

ANY RESEARCH DONE ON WILSON, WILSON’S TRIP OR WILSON’S WIFE?

VP HAVE ANY RELATIONSHIP WITH NOVAK? A Lo dowéf* z,:“‘. -
briee  Cot? 7 fot ¥ gl @«w Ay

SPEAK? A Zanasifim - feladl, o Faid D Hiieky. ,47.(.....,&».;__

TV e,
GO TO NOVAK FORUM?

LIBBY RELATED QUESTIONS:

WHEN DISCUSSED WITH L1BBY? A# - ’“J/ 7Z" /"? ¥
RE: WILSON GENERALLY
RE: KRISTOF?

[LIBBY NOTES: SHOW?

JUNE NOTES RE: FUNCTIONAL
OFFICE AT CPD)

RE: PINCUS | :é
SEGRET
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DISCUSSED JUNE INR?
EXHIBIT
WHEN DISCUSSED 4/03 CIA REPORT?
EXHIBIT
OTHER CIA DOCUMENTS?
JUNE 9 DOCUMENTS
WHEN FIRST SAW?
WHAT CAUSED?
MULTIPLE COPIES
WHO DISCUSSED WITH?

LIBBY?
HANNAH?

IDENTIFY HANDWRITING?
1456
1538 [later]
1552
1588
1784
3 FAXES ON JUNE 9: 1:19 PM; 2:42 PM; 3:53 PM

1445-1465: Heiden production contains document dated 6/9/03 from Hannah to

ﬂk"/ VP transmitting 3/03 CIA report:
t

f 0 M ) 1456: handwriting on p. 7: “Did CIA have it in their document?”
W 1472: same document from Cathie Martin production [header also from
ClIA 6/9/03}

1475: p. 2: underline and asterisk near section about Wilson (did not




SESRET
name Wilson) %

1480: p. 7 also underlined in section that refers back to p. 2

1552: “Wilson” handwritten on copy of CIA report

o
g Lo

1588 - “Joe Wilson” written on cable

1784: on CIA report handwritten “Joe Wilson [print]
Wilson {script]”

WHEN DISCUSSED WILSON COLUMN?

COLUMN WITH HANDWRITTEN NOTES?

JULY 6 WILSON OP ED

WHERE WERE YOU?

REACTION?

UPSET?

WHO DISCUSSED WITH? o
ARE THESE YP5 AoTES '

WHEN WROTE NOTES ON ARTICLE?
ASK FOR ORIGINAL

WHY IN SAFE?

JULY 6 ANNOTATED

“Have they done this sort of thing before?”
“Send an Amb to answer a question?”

“Do we ordinarily send people out pro bono to work for

us?”’
“Or did his wife send him on a junket?”

SeeRel




SEGRET

A

SO KNEW ABOUT WILSON’S WIFE BEFORE
NOVAK?

(IF WROTE RIGHT AWAY:

HOW?)

[TF WROTE LATER: 5
wheer DD NEVSPAPER. Lokg Floum
WHY WAIT UNTIL LATER TO WRITE?

WHAT NOT WRITTEN ABOUT IT THAT LEARNED
LATER?]

ASK FOR ORIGINAL VP ARTICLE
HANDWRITING ON ORIGINAL PAPER?
IS THIS FROM WYOMING?
WRITTEN ON PLANE
(DO NOT ASK: WHAT DOES “WK” MEAN?]
CUT OUT WITH PENKNIFE
SHOWN TO ANY ONE ELSE?

UNDERLINING:

WHO DID THE UNDERLINING?

DISCUSS WITH LIBBY ANY CONVERSATIONS HE HAD WITH
e OR oTHERS 5 GroSSMAN?

cv
M oTHER. M # / ARI FLEISCHER?

[DAVID ADDINGTON?]

Foof

Ay

EVER DISCUSS WITH YOU WHETHER WILSON BROKE HIY CONTRACT

6 L

TBEeRE]




BY TALKING ABOUT TRIP

EVER TALK ABOUT PAPERWORK HE WOULD FILL OUT
ﬁ(g} onid Ko S % &
&

DID NOVAK ASK LIBBY FOR OUTLINE OFI: OCESS BY WHICH
STATE OF THE UNION PREPARED L0 o eloagicid

DISCUSS LIBBY CONVERSATIONS WITH NOVAK

RUSSERT CONVERSATION

@ms MATTHE@OVER THE TOP?

jfé* TICKED OFF ABOUT IT?
/Mf u SCOOTER TICKED OFF?
Aﬂ SCOOTER TELL YOU HE WAS GOING TO COMPLAIN TORUSSERT | B
Wf( ABOUT{CHRIS MATTHEWS|COVERAGE 44 MCA%E ,
TELL YOU HE MADE THE CALL? S "

TELL YOUE{USSER'E TOLD HIM ANYTHING

JULY 7TO JULY 14

o or 7 ANY DISCUSSION ABOUI‘E{USSER'PY
7 o
|57 ANY DISCUSSION ABOUT NOVAK?
H 7 " f |
£ ¥ jUD/ ANY DISCUSSION ABOUT ANY CO
w HAD WITH PRESS?

WITH NOVAK?

DISCUSSION WITH ANY PERSONS ON AFRICA TRIP RE:



D

BEERET

9

RICE - Twel ow Jamdl It .

POWELL - Afo
BARTLETT (b
FLEISCHER A
GONZALEZ [to)

DISCUSSION WITH CATHIE MARTIN ABOUT WILSON’S WIFE?

CATHIE TELL YOU THAT WILSON’S WIFE WORKED AT CIA?

(IF DOES NOT RECALL: CATHIE MARTIN SAYS THAT HARLOW
IS GETTING CALLS FROM ANDREA MTICHELL AND
DAVID MARTIN - IT IS AGREED THAT SCOOTER LIBBY
WILL RETURN CALL]

[IF NOT, RECALL THAT CATHIE MARTIN COMPLAINED
THAT SHE WAS SUSPECTED OF TALKIGN TO MARTIN OR
MITCHELL; CAME UP AT MEETING CHAIRED BY HADLEY
IN THE MORNING]

KNOW IT ALREADY?

ANY REACTION?

AIR FORCE TWO:

MORNING BRIEFING

DOCUMENTS

DID YOU HAVE JULY 12 DOCUMENT FROM CIA WITH YOU?

WHY?

WHAT ELSE KEPT?

" hec. 1537: “prepared by CIA
, U' p_'5 VJ’N “ Received 7/12/03" [document similar fo the 3/03 report]

e W :
(]}{ﬁ_ Wy




(s

1538: “Wilson?” written on copy of CIA report

WHOSE HANDWRITING? V £ M,(/
Underlined 1999 trip W}
STATE OF KNOWLEDGE THAT DAY M

.24 AT THIS POINT DID YOU KNOW THAT REPORTERS WERE DISCUSSING
J{ (Y7 WILSON'S WIFE? \L,
i s -/

Underlined NIE

P

* 5 WHAT DID SCOOTER TELL YOU ABOUT HIS CONTACTS WITH
v,@l oM REPORTERS? A/m&«a
&60“( M{\) SCOOTER DISCUSS ANY CONVERSATION WITH TIM RUSSERT WITH

. YOU?
F’I”\ 6{ "lA, ?

(o d o ",{5 DISCUSS ROVE CONVERSATION WITH NOVAK?

H -
¥ VLM(” .1 DID YOU KNOW ABOUT WILSON'S WIFE? ')/"/’ f““ A4LP

A - { ‘
1 %rj"’.{l" DISCUSS WHAT TO SAY ABOUT WILSON'S WIFE? G@sws? Zeatf
7 THOUGHT IT OK FOR HIM TO TALK ABOUT WILSON’S WIFE?

(BELIEVE IT CLASSIFIED?] W %E"‘“ é/“d«'
ANY DISCUSSION WITH SCOOTER LIBBY ON AIR FORCE TWO ON WAY
DOWN?
CONVERSATION UPON RETURN TRIP
i o i A*"{ WHAT DISCUSSED?
{ ) i ’)“ 0 2 WHAT SAID?
v/ {1 5 - , v
'U. ,7\7 - M WHO WAS LIBBY TO TALK TO?
AX mj (?ﬁ 4 9
J 6 BESRET
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WHAT TO SAY?
WHY LIBBY NOT CATHIE MARTIN?

EXHIBIT

[2892] Mags: Deny Wilson- VP link
On record?
On record @ [crossed out]

[continues with on record discussion of VP asking Qs about Niger]

WHY OFF RECORD? (i o M

[2893) VP [crossed out: did not know anything]
Written above [UI unaware Joe Wilson]
trip and didn’t know about until
this year when became public

- after SOTU

Deep background
Only written record of Wilson
trip included statement that “former
PM of Niger saying he had
been approached by
- Iraqi officials in what he believed
to be an effort to acquire
uranium in 1999"

Didn’t see until recently
saw NIE last fall, which
I took to be authoritative on right [on record]

Deep background as admin officials
Give straight report on NIE

[UT] report said
Vigorously pursue

WHAT ARE REFERENCES TO DEEP BACKGROUND MEAN?

WHY NOT ON RECORD?

10




S

[DO SOFTLY] NOTE: VP TELLS HIM TO GIVE STRAIGHT REPORT ON NIE
“YIGOROUSLY PURSUE”

HAD IT BEEN DECLASSIFIED?
IF IT HAD BEEN DECLASSIFED WHY “DEEP BACKGROUND™?7?

WILSON REPORT: HAD THAT BEEN DECLASSIFIED?

DID LIBBY GET BACK TO YOU ON HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH REPORTERS?

WHAT DID SCOTTER TELL YOU HE SAID TO:

COOPER ,
KESSLER % .
MILLER ﬁ) W
MITCHELL _

THOMAS

[SOMEWHERE: GET OUT THAT ISSUE DID NOT KICK UP AGAIN AFTER JULY
UNTIL SEPTEMBER INVESTIGATION]

CHENEY VIEW OF WILSON
' Még( ? PARTISAN .
\ﬁ?/ 9" QUALIFIED .f“‘“ L/ andaaee
= ‘Z * ﬁ; Ez .
‘ NEPOTISM

BOONDOGGLE @"}/7/’/7“““‘ o %‘7 / /éézwal/
ousuaL YTE Ay 7-/7,- W/a{m/t,u







SEPTEMBER REPORTING/CLEARING QUESTIONS

M . ' Yy f'g"/ :
17 M;:VZIEN INVESTIGATION BROKE?

M 7

AWﬂ NY CONTACTS BETWEEN ROVE AND REPORTLRS?

0

UT ANY DISCUSSIONS WITH REPORTERS WHERE
ITHER DISCUSSED WILSO?I’S

" HOW,H¥{IRST KRNE (9) / ‘
v &
REEE&AFOQ TO Y(pqﬁ"j? ﬂ"ﬁy
, u?gl \) y
AS NGJNOVAK LESK?
zimz B A

ONE SPOKE TO NOVAK?

LEARNED ABOUT WILSON’S WIFE FROM

b5




CLEARINGS
HOW COME TO PASS THAT McCLELLAN CLEARS LIBBY TOO?
DID YOU CALL CARD?
FROM WYOMING -
SCOOTER CALL CARD?

ANY CONCERNS ABOUT HOW CATEGORICAL CLEARING IS?

14




MEATGRINDER DOCUMENT

“Has to happen today”

“Call out to key press saying same thing about Scooter as Karl”

“Not going to protect one staffer and sacrifice the guy [the Pres? He has?]
at,was asked to stick his neck in the meatgrinder because of the
ompetence of others™

)6‘” l\ HAT WAS MEATGRINDER SCOOTER STUCK NECK IN? [PRESS]
. \
W':)/ y{{fé?" IS “STICK THE NECK IN THE MEATGRINDER” | é 4
%;j’{? j&.’w O WAS THE INCOMPETENT? [TENET? SOTU PEOPIZ‘:’ 3SS PEOPLE]

t
M / WHAT IS THE CROSSED OUT LANGUAGE /1”
/ WHO GIVEN TO? y ,ij
LIBBY LANGUAGE: FOCUS ON THE “CLASSIFIED” QUALIFIER
“WILSON TENET MEMO”. WHO WROTE?
WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
CAN WE HAVE ORIGINAL?

MAYBE:

OCTOBER 12 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE

712 Wash Post reports (on 10/12) that senior administration ofTicial on July 12 told Post
that administration did not pay attention to trip because it was a boondoggle set up

15




by Wilson’s wife, an analyst on weapons of mass destruction. Author notes that
wife’s name not mentioned, purpose seemed not to be to generate an article but seeking 1o
discredit Wilson

KNOW WHO POST ] ING TO?

dak g _ ,Qf"[
e W‘V MJ \
b5 B " ING NIE TO GIVE TO PRESS 3

M JUDITH MILLER €| " /VéU' ijy/ M

ﬂ;/ y LIBBY RAISE ISSUE RE: CLASSIF ATION'7

2
M /VV ) TALK TO POTUS ONCE OR TWICE &‘ 4 J» M
’(g "/’ DISCUSS CONVERSATIONS WITH ADDINGTO M }f

030
U /V NOTE-TAKING AND DOCUMENT PRESERVATION: ‘/\ QD{U E \),

HIS NOTE TAKING AND KEEPING W
: Ao
DO WE HAVE ALL DOCUMENTS? )“”'a‘;ilv

AWARENESSS OF INVESTIGATION %;Qvf‘*

AWARE OF IDENTITIES OF OTHER PERSONS INTERVIEWED]

AWARE OF SUBSTANCE OF SUCH INTERVIEWS OR ¢4 K’I;ZﬁLMONY?

GET WAIVER FORM SIGNED (H {

16
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