U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
August 19, 2020

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.
SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384

FOIPA Request No.: 1387622-000
Subject: VON NEUMANN, JOHN

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5,
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings
which indicate the types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The
appropriate exemptions are noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page
information sheet was inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were
applied. The checked exemption boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed
Explanation of Exemptions.

Section 552 Section 552a

[ (b)(2) L OO®O [ (d)(5)
[ (b)) [ (b)(7)(B) 0@
v (b)(3) ¥ (b)(7)(C) (1)
50 U.S.C., Section 3024 (i)(1) ¥ (b)(7)(D) (N

v (b)(7)(E) BN(NE)

[ B)(™)F) ()
™ (b)(4) [ (b)@®) [ (K(B)
[ (b)(5) [ (b)(9) [ (K)(6)
v (b)(6) L (W)

118 page(s) were reviewed and 104 page(s) are being released.

Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals.
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation
of Exemptions.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.


http://www.fbi.gov/foia

If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request,
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail,
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services
(OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. Alternatively,
you may contact the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute
resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

See additional information which follows.

The enclosed documents represent the final release of information responsive to your Freedom of
Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request.

This material is being provided to you at no charge.
Duplicate copies of the same document were not processed.

Records which may have been responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could not be
reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and disposal is carried out under
supervision of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Title 44, United States Code, Section 3301
as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 44, United States Code, Section 3310 as
implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1229.10.

For your additional information, a record that may be responsive to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts
(FOIPA) request has been transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). If you wish to
review these records, submit a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to NARA, Special Access and FOIA, 8601
Adelphi Road, Room 5500, College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference file numbers 100-HQ-344686 and
77-HQ-64804.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Seidel
Acting Section Chief
Record/Information

Dissemination Section
Information Management Division


https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov
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FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all

requests.

Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request

seeks the listed information. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.

Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests:

(i)

(i)

5 U.S.C. 8552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements
of the FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website.

Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI
can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC §
3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist.

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of
any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88§
552/552a (b)(7)(E), ()(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or
do not exist.

Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm
nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA
exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. Thisis a standard
response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)].
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist.

Part 3: General Information:

@

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by
searching systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. A standard search normally
consists of a search for main files in the Central Records System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of
applicant, investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law
enforcement, intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of
FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR)
records are included in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not include references,
administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. For additional information about our record
searches, visit www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records.

FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on
every person, subject, or entity.

Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal
employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks.
Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact
CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590.

National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to name
check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and domestic
threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private Citizens
cannot request a name check.


http://www.fbi.gov/foia
file:///C:/Users/ANROBERTSON/AppData/Local/Temp/1/Letters/www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foipa/requesting-fbi-records
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks
http://www.edo.cjis.gov/
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers
to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D) could
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy,
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be
held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
FBI/DOJ
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGARION CC-160
L. : UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TICE 7/ K

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. AFFIL 4, 1947 !
’ LR 4

Transmit the following message to .'.‘}AO, BALDILORE ' ILLTYPE - URGLHT “

g ¢
JORI éw KEULSARN TAGH THREE, ATA AFPLICZNT. REBULEY MARCH TUFLTY-POUR, HINDTELH
PORTY-STVTN. FOR YOUR INFOMMATION BOSTON FILLD DIVISION ADVISED TODAY THAT O
VARCH CIVENTREN, NINDTTEN FORTY~SLVIL, ISRADL BALTTRTN, VHO LAS AFPREHTALCD
BY {HG LOYAL CANADTAL LOUETCD POLICE IN FUARUARY NINFTEDN FORTY-CIX, AS A SOVIET
AGTHR, BAD ATTENOTED TO GONTACT APPLICANT AT PRINCRTCT UNIVERCITY DY T LEPHOD
UNETCCRCSFULLY.  APPLICANT TAS INTTAVITED BY BT A BURTAU AGTT0 CCTOBTR FOUX,
NINFTITY PORTY~SIX, AT VHICH TTIT, APPLIC/LT ALVICED BALPTRIN TOREFD AS A
STULTET GUTTR HIS DIREGTION AT PRINCTTQH UNIVERSITY It NINETEEN THIRTY-CIE, ATD
THAT THLY BLCAYE GOOD FRITNDS 45D HAD CONSITZRAPLE SOCIAL CONTACT.

HOOVIR

G?H:hke/’; ~./ %l#gg,c{/é/?
(Bur. File /116-1914)
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EPRIL 20, 1947 TILETYPR
SAC, BOSTON
Y,
JOHK VO WSWHAN DASE THRERE, ATA APFLIOANT, REURTEL APRIL NINE

-

,@»%-?’v/é;:
NISITEER FORPYSEVEN, OHIT INTIRVIZY WITH DR. OARL T. COMPTON URLESS -~
JEDICATES Hd POSSHSSES DIROGATORY INFORMATION CONCIRRING APPLICANT.
SUBKIT REPORT IMMEDIATELY.
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THIS cASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU : FILE No. ]1]6-213
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MADE . .
| BALTMRE, MARYLAND \ys JOHN R. THAYER . dep
~ " / Tirie LR L " CHARACTER OF CASE

/‘," ' %
JOHN"'VON \\TEUMANN -3 ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT

i

: : AGECYM
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Professor JOHN VON NEUWMANN was appointediBQe REC?

as a consultant for the Ballistics LaborBEP'Z, FORW.
tory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen,B 7
Md., on August 18, 1942. Applicant has

) \\ been employed intemmittently at Aberdeen - AL
Y \ from that date to present. By his as- U3/ 4
"" Sy R . sociates, applicant is regarded to be . \ Trage
o Ko " loyal and patriotic, having fine personal . (
. habits and good character. Credit and ST S
_ criminal records negative, )(“3 -1 PR
” s .o $ ". I ’, -‘;.
//& ‘a e N . ol )L\..:; ! .{_, ; -7 ‘ .
lﬁ Looos D aT e r’«"’i'")"-f‘# b
AR - RUC - S
o el
AL /33 f o-%§
REFERENCE: U Bureau file 116-1914 ,..,...-,-. My on: OADRY
- Bureau letter to Newark Field Division 0"\
was’ul”f Jre 1947. v e
| e
DETATLS BBINS, Military Intelligence \
Office, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen,
Md., furnished the employment record of A=
JOHN VON NEUMANN which disclosed his ap- - Loty
9 ; pointment to Aberdeen Proving Grourd was AT _pd
;J/ Y made under Section 8 of the Military Ap~ S J
Y gt propriations Act for services when re- ~ -
/ ? quired. Professor VON NEWMANN was first \ '
notified of his appointment on Aug. 18, 1942. h
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Baltimore File #116-213 r %‘) 3

His rate of pay was $25 per diem ungraded, Ordnance Department at
Large, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. At present, Professor
VON NEWANN is authorized to work at Aberdeen Proving Ground not
exceeding 30 days per year. When first appointed, Professor VON
NEWANN was authorized to work not exceeding 180 days per year
intermittently or 90 days per year continuously. Approval for
Professor VON NEUMANN's employment at Aberdeen Proving Ground has
been granted each fiscal year andhis present appointment expires
June 30, 1947.

Professor VON NEWANN's file indicates that under date of July 13,
1943 his designation was changed from consultant to technical
experte.

On July ‘9, 1943, a room was set aside for Professor VON NEWMANN
at the Officers' Club, Annex #2, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Hd.

Professor VON NEIMANN's file indicates that on August 16, 1946,
he signed a no strike pledge for the War Department at the Aber-
deen Proving Ground.

Applicant's personnel file c.ontains no derogatory information, and
Captain ROBBINS advised that no complaint of any nature whatever
had been received concerning the applicant.

Mr. H. R. FALPAUGH, Security Office, Ballistics Laboratory, Aper-
deen Proving Ground, advised that he has known the applicant
slightly during the past five years inasmuch as Professor VON
NEWANN was working almost entirely in the Ballistics Laboratory.
sir. FAIPAUGH advised that he can furnish no derogatory information
of any kind regarding the applicant and states that so far as he
knows, the applicant is highly regarded at the Ballistics Labora-
tory and has displayed no anti-American attitudes of any kind.

Dr. THEODORE STERN, Chief of the Temminal Ballistics Section,
Aberdden Proving Gpound, Md., advised that he has known Professor
VCN NEUIAMN for 15 years both on a social and on a business basis.
Dr. STERN advised that he considered Professor VON NEUMANN to be

one of the outstanding mathematicians and physicists of the world.
Dr. STERN stated that he could definitely assert that the applicant
is anti-Nazi and has never been known to exhibit any anti-American
or pro-Communist views. Dr. STERN advised that Professor VON
NERIANN is a man of excellent personal habits, good character, and
fine morals. According to Dr. STERN, although Professor VON NEULANN
occasionally will take a drink, he has never seen the applicant
under the influence of liquor. Dr. STERN also advised that Professor
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VO LEG 14 is regarded very highly by the scientific circles in
wiideh ne travelb. or. bI“‘?,In. zdvised that he would have no

2sitation in reccmmending tne applicant to any job in the United
Jtates Covernment requiring i.ie confidential handling of restricted
datae.

r. L. 5. DIEDERICH, Associate Director, Ballistics bsboratory,
2dvised thot hs has knowvn Professor VOI WAUAKIL for 4 years. In
cornection with the applicant's =ployment at iberdeen Froving
Ground, DIEDIRICH advised that the applicant has been closely
associated in the designing and operabing of compubing devices

in the Ballistics field and stabted thet during that time Professor
V(i KEUZAT has wade no anti-Arerican remarks of any kind.

DIEDERICH regards the applicant %o be a foyal and patriotic /merican
c:.’ulaen zrid a man of good charactzsr and fine morals. wccordir? o
DIBVIRICH, while Professor VOII K3EU AW was vworking at the fAberdsen
.erovm Ground he lived at the ¢fficers! Club Jnnex which is set
aside for individuals of scientific grade at 2berdeen Froving Ground.
+1e DISUERICH advised thot he bslieves thz applicent is an as-
gociate menber of the officers club, and has an excellent reputatbion,
and has never been censured for auy unbecoming activitiss.

Dr. R. 3. KONT, Associate Director, Ballistics daboratory, sdviszd
that h2 has knovm rrofessor VO unU. Al as a scientist for 4 years,
and that he rezards him to be a patriotic and loyal /vsrican
citizen as well as a man of excallent personal habits, good
character, and fine mordls.

CCLCLTL ITCLARD B. STICH, Director of the sallistics Labore'bory,
lozrisen &rov:_ng Ground, .werlcsa, -~l., gdvisad that he nas Inmowm
frofessor VO VEU.A'L since 1939 and regerds him to be Wil vorld's
creavest living mathemamc:.an.“ Colonel SIUCH advised thabt since
1642 Troifegser VO LOU ALY has Dewn employed intermitbently by the
Ballistics Leboratory a't .'Dﬁrieen Yroving Zpourd in the cgpacity of
consultant and teclhmical export. Colomel T QU shated that the
anr,.._b ant's work has bezen chiefly that oi designing computing instru-
ments and setting up expprwen’cu in thz field of 3allistics.
Colonel 3TICL advised that «vofeszor VO 13U AW has often served
without pgr at lberdeen Proving Ground and that he is rezarded by
bis scientific assoclates as walar a man of splendid rarsoncl 2abits,
zood repubation, and fine charccter. Colonel STI/CH advised thub
he has no reason to question G.e loyalty a.d patriotisz of iz ar-
plicant to the Mmerican govermsemt. uccording o Colonel i Cli,
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wnils Erofessor VO IDEIAN has heosn ab Aberdean Proving Ground, o
ne Lives ab the Cfficers' Club on the Fosbt, and he is aa assoclalbe 4
navber of that club. Colonel JX'CL explained that this is a 1‘{‘&»
desiguation given to employues of a scientific rank at Absrde=
“roviny Ground. Colenel 3T advieced that ths applicant has
alraady handled restricted data in comnecticn with his vioric at
foerdsen and further advised that he would have no hasitabion in
trusving rofessor VoIl UDUIANL with top secret information.

Goloael Sii'CH said that hez weuld hove no hesitation in recomserding
o agplicent for any position in the United States Governnent

wiaich reguires confidential haniliny of secret or restristed infor-
watlon.

br. B. 7. FR4ZTR, Chief, Internal Pallistics Yivision, fAbardesn
froving Ground, ajvised that b2 las knowm Frofessor VU5 IRGTALE

for 4 years Loth as an asgociate weaber of the fberdeen rroving
Cround Cfficerst! Cluvh and as a scientist. Dr. FRAZER alvised that
rrofescor VOl LOUTAIN is regardsd as a Lrilliant mathematicisn and
2 nman of unqualified loyalty wyd patriotlsa toward the United States
Governzent as well ags having geod parsonal hadbits and good woral
charachar.
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Ih3 records of the Retail ferciumbs Credib Bursaun, Baléiwcre, I7d. s

were n2gative concerninz the aorlicant.

Chiefl BEJL'TL RAY, Aberdeon, ''d., s2arched his rscords arainst
the naae of the applicant with nezative results.
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Lpplicant meiber of faculty of Institute for Advanced Situdy,
Princeton, Hew Jersey since 1933 and presently engaged in
regearch in Mathematics and Physics at Instituto. Applicant
previougly closely asgsociated with the Los Alamos ISH Froject, 7%

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Log Alamos, llew [2xico.

geniuvges in mathematical physics in the world todaye
name appearad in address book of ISTARL~HALFLIIN
acquitted in Canadian apy trial,

Stated applicant iz one of the greates { ‘
Applicantts
who was recently
Investication reveals applis-

~ b

-

cant became acquainted with HALFE

%47 at Institnte for Advanced

Study, Frinceton University in 1936 when HALFEI was studying
wider applicant in Iathematics Department and associaticn
apparently steictly for mubual intercst in that subject. - In
provious inderview applicant had stated that techalcal Imowledgze
of the manufacture of the atomic bomb should not be relezsed,
Liaturalization records Treaton, New Jersey reflect applicant
. born Decerber 23, 1903 at Eudapest, Bungary and naturalized

: January 8, 1937 at Trenton, New Jersey. Applicantis zecond wife
KIARA D. VO LEUILNN, also naturalized at Trenton, Hew Jerscy
.- on December 26, 1942, Feferecnce, acquaintances, ncigkbors and = lvp
associates of applicant at Princeton, New Jercey hold applicant = .
and family in high regard. They consider applicant trustmorthy,
honest, of high moral character and reputation, one vho could
keep confidence and uadoubtedly a loyal, patriotic imerican

3

‘ : citizen, Oredib rating catisfactory, No eriminal record
) ! Frincetons Secarch of applicant!s fingerprints in files of

g Identificaticon Divisien of FBI failed to reflecthny prior crimi~ '
SR " nal data,
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/.
REFEEENCE: Bureau file 116~1914. A ,
Bureau letter dated Xarch 24, 1947. i
DETATILS: AT PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY s

Employment

The records of the Institute for Ldvanced Study, Princeton,
lew Jersey, reflected that the applicant came to frinceton University in
1930 as a professor of llathematics and that he was made a member of the
faculty at the Institute for Advanced Study in 1933. He is presently engaged
in research work at the Institute in llathematics and Physicse

Reference, Acquaintances and Associates

Dr. FPANK AYDELOTTE, Dean of the Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey, advised that he has known the applicant for a
period of about 15 years and that applicant had been previously employed as
an instructor in the University of Berlin and the University of Zurich,
Switzerland, prior to coming to ¥rinceton, New Jersey. According to Dre
AYDELOTTE, applicant came to Princeton in 1930 as a professor of lathematics
at the University and that he was made a member of the faculty at the
Institute for Advanced Study in the year 1933,

Dre+ AYDELOTTE characterized applicant as being one of the most
brilliant mathematicians in’ the world today, placing him in the category
of ALBERP EINSTEIN. According to Tire AYDELOTTE, applicant is an expert on
shock waves and that he has done considerable research work in Yathematics
and Physics. He also mentioned that the applicant was closely associated
during the war in the atomic bomb project and that he had spent considerable
time on this project at Cak Ridge, Tennessee and Los hlamos, New Mexico.
Dr. AYDELOTITE stated that the applicant was primarily a scientist and that
he had never evidenced any great interest in politics or social problems.

Dre AYDELOTTE went on to say that he held the applicant and
his family in high regard and that he considered the applicant ag being trust-
worthy, honest, one who could undoubtedly keep confidence and that he is of
fine moral character and reputation and that there was absolutely no question
in his mind concerning the applicant!s loyalty. He said that he could vouch
for applicant in every possible respect.

|
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Dre AYDELOTTE further advised that the applicant was divorced
from his first wife, VANETTE, in 1937 and that he married his present wife,
KLARA VON NEULANN in Hungary in 1938. Dr. AYDEICOTTE mentioned that applicantts
first wife was definitely not applicant!'s type and that he believed she was
presently residing somewhere in New York City operating a dress shope Dre.
AYDELOTTE desceribed applicant!s present wife, KLARA, as a loyal person who
comes from a very prominent family in Hungary. Dr. AYDELOITE concluded by
stating that he could furnish absolubtely no derogatory information whatsoever
concerning the applicant and his wife and that he would recommend applicant
uwngualifiedly.

Dr. OSWALD VEBLEN, lMathematics Department, Institute for
Advanced Study, and a reference of applicant, stated that he has known
the applicant ever since the applicant bas been in this country. Dr.
VEBLEH went on to say that he himself was partly responsible for the
applicant coming to the United States and that the applicant first became
knovn to him through his reputation and his reading about him as a
mathematician and physicist in Europes Dr. VEBLEN recalled that he might
have even met applicant at the boat in Hew York when he first entered the
United States. Dr. VEBLEN mentioned that he was a witness for the applicant
when he filed petition for naturalization in Trenton, New Jersey quite
sometime agoe Dre. VEBLEN was very high in his praise for applicant and he
described applicant as being a great genius in mathematical physics and that
he ranked with EINSTEIN in ability and intelligence,

Dr. VEBLEN considered applicant honest, trustworthy, and of
fine moral character and reputation and one who could undoubtedly keep
confidence., Dr. VEBLEN said that there was absolutely no question in his
mind about applicantts loyalty to the United States and that he would have
no hesitation in recommending applicant.,

Dr, H. H. TAYLOR, Dean of the Graduate School and Head of
the Chemistry Department, Princeton University, advised that the applicant
was first associated with the liathematics Department at the University in
1930 and that he transferred to the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton
approximately three years later. Dr. TAYLOR was very high in his praise
for applicant and mentioned that it was absolutely ridiculous for any person
to doubt the loyalty, patriotism and integrity of applicante Dr. TAYLCR




NK 116-119 SN N

characterized applicant as being the greatest genius of mathematical physics
in this country tocday.

Dr. L. P. BiSZUELLT, Latheautics repartment, Frinceton
University, was interviewed and he stated that he has knowm the applicant
for quite some time. He mentioned that the applicant was born in Hungary;
that he served as a professor at the University of Eerlin, Cermany and as
a professor at the University of Zurich, Switzerlend before coming to the
United States. Dr. BISENKAZT said that the applicant had worked on different
phases of the atomic bomb during the war and that there was absolutely no
question in his mind concerning applicantts loyalty and his ability to keep
confidence.

Dr. RISENKATT went on to say that applicant, from his experience
with him, was completely trustworthy and that he knew of no derogatory
information about him. Dr. EIZENKART stated that the applicant was primarily
interested in Mathematics and Physics and that to his knowledge he had
never heard the applicant evidence any interest in politics or social problems.

Dr. ALBEIT EINSTEIN, Professor Emeritus of the Institute
for Advanced Study, Frinceton, advised that he knew applicant, having become
closely associated with him at the Institute. Dre. EINSTEIN spoke very
highly of applicant and he considered the applicant as a person who could
be thoroughly trusted with secretive information and one who was undoubtedly
loyal and a patriotic American citizen.

Dr. ¥, H. NICHOLS, Department of Physics, Palmer Laboratories,
Frinceton, New Jersey, advised that he had been acquainted with applicant
since 1940. He stated that he had worked with the applicant on a project which
was not connected with Princeton. He stated that he classed applicant as
one of the world!s best mathematicians and advised that he considered him a
loyal American. He stated that he had no knovledge of the applicant!s
political beliefs.

Lr. EENLEY D. SLYTHE, Department of Physics, Palmer Physical
Laboratory, Princeton, New Jersey, was interviewed anc stated that he had
knovm the applicant approximately 15 years and that he has known him very
well for a period of seven or eight years. Dr, SMYTHE stated that he knew
applicant's wife very well also and he classed her as the most passionately
loyal imerican that he knew. Dr. SLEYTHE further stated that he considered
the applicant's loyalty of such a nature that no foreign power would even
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consider contacting him for information, He stated that he knew: the applicant
lived up to the letter his loyalty with respect to his confidential work and
did not even tulk to him, Dr. SINTHE, on the lianhattan ZEngineering Project
which was closely asscciated until it was approved by the T.ar Department.

Dr. SINTHE stated that he did not congider the applicant a
likely prospect for any foreign government to contact and that he further did
not consider the applicant a likely contact for any of the American
Commmistsae

Neighborhood

¥Mrse G« P. TSCHEBOTARICFF, 21 Westcobtt Hoad, who resides
directly across the street from the applicant, adviced that she has knowmn
the applicant and his wife and small child slightly for a period of four
to five years.  She said that applicant made a very good neighbor; that to
her kmovledge he has never caused any trouble whatsoever in the neighborhood
and that from what she knew of him he was of fine moral character and
reputation and a reliable, trustworthy person. She had no reason to doubt
applicantfs loyalty or patriotism to the United Statese

Mrz. KATE MORGAN, 10 Westcott Road, Princeten, advised that
she has known the applicant and his family for a period of two or three
years. She mentioned that she very seldom saw the family but her associations
with applicant and his family have been of the best and she could furnish
no derogatory information concerning them.

Mrse JOHN C. DIELHENN of 34 Vestcott Road, Princeton, advised
that she has known the applicant and his wife for a period of four years and
mentioned that they made very good neighbors; kept to themselves most of
the time and that she had no reason to doubt their integrity and loyalty.

Reference letter from the Bureau sets cut other previous
residences of applicant in Princeton, New Jersey. However, investigabion
at and in the neighborhood of these residences disclosed that no one was
sufficiently familiar with applicant or his family to furnish information
concerning them, ’

Reference letter from the Eureau also sets out that applicant
has been a member of the Nassau Club, Frinceton University since 1934.
Liss HOUSTON SCOIT, Secretvary to the Dean of the Graduate School, Princeton
University, stated that the Nassau Club in Princeton is a social club whose
members consist of various professors at the University and various business~
men in the town of Princeton. She stated that this club meets once a week
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in Princeton and that usually a prominent speaker talks to ibs members.
Background
Leference Bureau letter sets out that a review of the lanhattan
Engineering District file reflects that a previous investigation of this
applicant was conducted in 1943 by the Mfilitary Intelligence Division., This
investigation revealed that the applicant in 1942 engaged in considerable
cable traffic with individuals in Switzerland. This cable traffic was at
first considered to ke suspicious but later was detemmined to be hammless
in nature. During this investigation the follgowing associates of the
applicant at Princeton University were interviewed with favorable results.

H. C. ALBION, Assistant Dean of Faculty, Princeton University
———Le Po BISENKAIT, Head of the lathematics Department, Princeton
University
P. KISSANE, Head of the Department of Civil Enginecring,
Princeton University .
. ———FRANK AYDELOTTE, Tirector of the Institute of Advanced Study,
Princeten Univercity
Professor MANSTON IOGSZE, School of lathematics, Institute for
Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey
He D, SXTHE, Head of the Fhysics Lepartment, Princeton University
H. P. Z0BERTS, Head of the Yathemabics Department, Princeton

University
4 review of the indices of this office reflects the following
concerning the appli 13 ' me vas contained in an address book
found by the amoung the persocnal effects of

ISRAEL HALPELIN at the time of HALPERIN's original apprehension in February,
1946 in the Canadian spy trial case. It is to be noted that ISFAEL HALEEAIN
has been identified as an important Soviet espionage agent who was furnishing
the most highly confidential and important information to representatives of
Red Lrmy intelligences Cn the basis of the above applicant was interviewed by
Agents of this office on October 4, 1946 for the purpose of determining the
basis of his association with ISAEL FALPERIN.

At this time applicant mentioned that he had known ISEAEL
HALFERIN very well while HALPERIN was working under him in the Institute for
Advanced Study at Princeton University in 1936. Applicant bad mentioned that
the association between himself and HAIPEZIN was similar to that of a student
working under a professor for a Ph. D. degree, and in addition to that

applicant stated that he became a good friend of HALFERIN and had considerable
social contact with him,

-b - %
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During the interview applicant astated that BATFERIN was
considerably to the left politically, being very enthusiastic over the
Varxist philosophys Applicant stated, hovever, that larzism was definitely
a secondary interest for HALFERIN and that he, HALFERNDN, became much more
excited about a mathematical problem than he did about lMarxicm.

During this interview applicant furthepacvised that HALPERIN
corresponded with him when he, applicant, made one of his yearly trips to
Hungary which ended in 1938, liccording to applicant, the correspondence
that he had with HALFEREIN at that time concerned a mathematical problem that
HALPELIN was working on at the time. The address which was mentioned in
FALFEZIN's address book was that of the sumacr home of applicant!s family
in Budapest, Hungarys Applicant went on to say that he did not see IIALFGRIN
after he left Princeton University until 1940 when he, the applicant, was
lecturing at the University of lashington in Seattle.

According to applicant, HALPELRIN came to the University of
Vashington as a sgtudent and spent considerable time with the applicant
during the six weeks summer sessione The applicant explained that he and
PBALPERIN had much in common because of their mutual interest in a certain
phase of mathematics. Applicant further mentioned that no further contact
with HALPERETH was had by him until he accidentally met him in June 1945 in
llentreal, Canadas« The applicant was in lontreal for a lathematics Congress
and he met HAIPERIN there at which time BALPERIN was in the uniform of a
Canadian Army officer. A&ccording to applicant, they talked for about one
hour about old times and applicant stated that no mention was made of his
connection with the atomic bomb projecte.

Concerming his own background, applicant at this time stated
that from 1930 to 1938 he took yearly trips to Europe during which he
lectured at the universities at Europe and also visited bkis family in Fuda-
pest, Hungarye. He stated that he went to England in 1943 on a mission for
the Navy and that he has not been abroad since. After his return applicant
stated that he became acquainted with the Los Alamos Froject at Los Alamos,
New liexico and that he remains a consultant on the Los Alamos Project having
Jjust recently returned from Santa Fe, New lexico.

During this interview applicant was asled for his opinion
regarding keeping confidential the secret of the atomlc bomb and he stated
without qualification that ke believes that all of the infarmation should not
be mace public. Ile stated, however, that there are certain physical
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principles that he believes could well be made public and that their
release would create good will. He Iurther mentioned that he believed
scme of these principles would be discovered within a year or so by most
nations anyway and that the release of these principles would only be for
the advancement of science and that their velease would not endanger the
secret of the atomic bomb itselfs He stated definitely, however, that the
tecmical knowledge of the manufacture of the bomb should not be released.

liss MAITH: STONE, Depuby Clerk, U. S. Distriet Courh Clerik's
Office, Trenton, NHew Jersey, produced a declaration of intenbion number
859 which was filed by applicant then residing at Princeton, New Jersey.
Thies declaration of intention reflected that applicant was of Hungarian
nationality, the liagyar race. He was born in Budapest, Hungary on December 28,
1903 and was married to MANETTE VON NEUMANN on January 1, 1930 at Budapest,
Hungarye It was revealed that MANETIE was born at Budapest, Hungary on
September 7, 1909 and that she entersd the United States At New York City
on January 28, 1930

It is to be noted that applicant is presently divorced from
MANETTE and that he is now married to KLAZA D. VON NEULAWK.

The records also reflected that the last foreign address of
applicant was Berlin, Cermany and that he immigrated to the U. S from
Bremen, Germany on the SS BREIEN on January 28, 1930.

Petition for Haturalization number 1778 was filed by applicant
then residing at 20 Bayard Lane, Princebon, New Jersey. He listed his wife
as MANTITE and one child, | Jin New York City.
Information was also fumished that the child lived with him. Eeferences
on this petition were H, P, FOBEATSON of 180 Prospect Avenue, Princeton,
Yew Jersey and Professor O3LALD VEBLEN of 58 Battle koad, Frinceton, New
Jerzey. Certificate of Naturalization number 4196342 was issued to
applicant on January 8, 1937.

The records of Local Draft Board 1, Princebon, NHew Jersey,
rai‘lect\,d that the applicant fumished information that he was employed at
the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton. He also furnished information
to the effect that he was also employed as a member of the Scientific

Advisory Committec of the U. S. Department of War. His fanily was listed as
himself, KLADA VOIf NEUMANN, his wife, age 30, and his child| |

It was indicated 'i:ha’cI:I his child, spent part of Fer GTime with
applicant and part of her time with his first wife.

~&n \
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There is a letter on file at the Draft Board from the Bureau
of Ordnance in the Department of Navy, Vashington, D. €. dated September 14,
1942 advising that applicant was engaged in primary offensive and defensive
marine warfare and in the protection of ships and that his work was con—
Licential. He entered on duty with this Bureau of the Havy on July 15,
1942 and was paid 3R5 a day for his work as a contract physicist and mathe-
mabiciane It was indicated that the applicant was one of the best qualified
mathematical physicists in the countrye

In a report dated October 9, 1945 at the Trenton Credit
. Association, Trenton, Mew Jersey it was revealed that applicant derives an
«income of approximately $20,000 annually in his position; that he owmns
property at his present address, 26 Westcott Zoad, Princeton, New Jersey,
valued at approximately {30,000, There was a mortgage on this home dated
May 6, 1939 in the amount of §26,528 and that the mortgagee was the Institute
for Advanced Study, Princetony The records further reflected that applicant
maintained a very satisfactory account with the Instibube and that his
credit rating in Princeton and vicinity is satisfactory.

1t was revealed through the records of the Trenton Credib
Association that the applicant!s first wife, lirs. JLNETTE VON NEUMANN, filed
suit for divorce against the applicant on November 3, 1937 charging cruelty.

The following information was on file at the U. S. District
Court, Clerk's Office, Tranton, llew Jersey for applicant!s present wife,
KLARA VON KEULANN. In Certificate of Arrival number 3225742 it was indicated
that she arrived in New York Gity on December 15, 1938 on the S5 QUEEN
MAXYe Petition for Naturalization number 5444 was filed under the name of
EKLARA VON NEULANN, 26 westcott Road, Princeton in the District Court of the
Us Se at Trenton, New Jersey, Occupation was listed as housewife and that
she was born on August 18, 1911 in Budapest, Hungary; that she was married to
applicant on November 18, 1938 in Budapest, Hungary; that she immigrated to
the United States from Southampton, Encland and landed in New York. References
on this petiticn were HAROLD P. FORERISON, 175 Prospect &venue, Trenton,
New Jersey and HENAY LE W. SUYTHE, Lafayette Road, Princeton, New Jersey.
Both of these individuals are professors at Princeton. Certificate of
kigzéural:‘nza'bion number 5760792 was issued to KLAZA VON NEUMANN on December 26,

»

Chief of Police EDWAFD IAHAN, Princeton Police Department,
Princeton, New Jersey, advised that there was no record of applicant ever

1

.
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having been arrested there. , s

A search of the applicant's fingerpfinfs in the files of the
Identification Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, T.ashington,
Ds C. failed to reflect any prior criminal data in reference to applicants

« FFERRED UFON COLFLETICN TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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; THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT  BURISAU - EP rueno. ]_16-201,,
;l REPORT MADE AT . . . DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR ' REPORf MADB.B\"-. . EI
‘ ‘ WHICH MADE . 7 )
| EL P250, TELL L/T/07 (/3 50/ T DAON W, PITCHZR e \
| [tL_ jrm_z CHARACTER OF CASE
JO‘IH\VOI’I TULANN ~ 3 i ¥ WR G\TOUIC TIRGY AST — g X
aka, John R.{Von Peunann ¥SVRsNG UK * FAPPLICANT éc{ £
: 2 Amc‘! e Y
: m4_.§—54-
svnof;gus OF FACTS ‘/ VON MEUMANN employed by Unlverslty of California Rﬂ; bt
= < -, %at Los Alamos, Hew Hexico, Project, as consultmt‘(_#}-——i“"“f .
’\‘3; ' avplied mathematics and thermo~dynamics, inter- R
X ittently since October, 1943. Services rendered A
> 7 ¢ by him considered extremely valuable., Director of . =~ (I
~ ' (JJ | that Project, recommends applicant hlghly in all ' / V}’f
o B ':n{’ respects, No credit or criminal record Los Alamos ‘ ,
A Ry or Santa Fe, New Mexico. ‘ o swf 1 Yeaha /] + i,
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YRR & At Los A_Lamos, New Vexico /Bésic "*\ 17 F(‘ ol 1 P
b ) o) 2575 4 7 i A .
;.‘. . The file maintained by the Personnel Office of the Unlvers:Lt
" . of Ca.lii‘ornla, Los Alamos, New Mexico, regarding the applicant was made .'
3 R\ available by Wiss DOROTHY f‘ﬁ"TL'R of that office. An examination of this W- '
JIAY ile reflecte a ! R. T NEUANK irst been employed by the 1B R
3 f_ fil flected that JOI R. VON NEU!ANK had first b loyed by th
¥y University of California at the Los Alamos Project on October 2, 1943, in 7

X \J

the capacity of a consultant and has made periodic visits to that Progec’c
in the same capacity. The file otherwise contained no information of

[ i cme o

,‘,c._
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{ > g pertinence. It consisted largely of administzative correspon
VM 'k "/ gard to compensation and travelling arrangements in connectjdn dith VON
)/ NEUMANN's visits to Los Alamos. Miss CARTER informed that jfhe apnllca.t'

. stays ‘at Los Alamos were generally of: th‘,ree or four weeks 2

‘he occupied temporary living quarters while there. . Qther than™the data tha

was ccx/t_i:,aln in his file and the above, she could iurmsh no information
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about the applicant. She recommended Dr. B2ADBURY, Director oflthe
Project, as being the person best able to furnish information concerning
the applicant,

Dr, N. 5. BRADBURY, Director of the Los Alamos Project, advised
that YOU ITUILIT has been regularly utilized as o consultant at Los Alamos
in the fields of apwnlied mathematics and thermo-dynamics in connection
with the development of the Atomic Energy Project since 1943. He stated
that he personally has only been associated with the applicant in this
connection since 1944 but he is aware that VOI' HUSUILWNN was active in this
respect during 1943.

The services rendered by the applicant, Ur. BR4DBURY stated,
have been extremely valuable and in fact, at the present time, he is
attempting to complete arrangements whereby VCM I'ZUI'ALIN's services can
be obtained more freguently than heretofore. Dr, DR/ DBURY advised that
he has a high personal regard for the epplicant, whom he regards as-a
completely loval citizen and of whom he has never heard or observed any-
thing of a derogatory nature. He informed that VON NMERIIN's associates
are the highest type of individuals and that nhe has never known, or heard,
of the appllcant showing any subservisive tendencies or associating with
persons having such a renutation. He also advised that VOIT NTULANE rendered
exceptional service to the Navy Department in connection with some of thelr
wartime experimental work.

CRSDIT ﬂ"D CRILTINAL RECORDS

ot Los Alamos, New Lexico

Captain . D, ""ISE, Provost Marshal, caused a search to be made
of the files of his office for a possible record relating to the applicant
and subsequently advised that the search had been made with negative results.

- At Santa Fe, MNew lexico

‘The files of the Merchant's Credit issociation were reported by
BiRT DO, llanager of that service, to contain no record of the apnlicant.

The records of the Santa Fe Police DJepartment and of the New
Lexico State Police, Santa Fe, MNew llexico, were searched by Sergeant TCL
GOWZLLES and Officer ARCHIE “RITE, respectively, but no record of the
applicant was on file,

k4
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] For the 1nformatlon of the Bureau, the dana contalned in
Bureau teletype to the El Paso and Baltimore Field Divisions dated- .
April 4, 1947, are not belng included in this report, inasmuch as
it appears that this information will be reported nrOperly by other®
offices, No information relatlve ‘to thls data vias dlsclosed 1n the
A ml Paso. F:Leld Dlv151on. : S :
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 55k
Form No. 1 . i 7
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT  BURTAU ¥ FILENO.  116~875
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIODFOR - ‘ }R:rom'wm:z BY FDBe¥AH
WASHTNGTCI, Do Ce 4=9=477 37 6-?9,4 15, GUY HOITEL
TITLE ¥ . ,5 CHARACTER OF CAGE
X ] (R 1 A
JOHIT VOIJ( NEUTALET - 3 % i Ao To Ao APPLICANT /
Y . e AL e
B T \"5\ ; @ . \ - - ; C ‘A gy . / “--:é:; e (‘[ -
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ‘ﬁq% - Y o ‘t \;, NP
. *"-,*"“"’“"“"‘““ ;T ¢ -
" Applicant member of He De Re Co Febituary A0
fy { : 26, 1941 to September 4, 1942, and April /'i 7. }
,’“ R 1\ 1, 1944 to May 17, 1946, withoub compen~ ’
Sy el AR S sa%iona Vias contract employeo Consultent R e
X ‘ ‘ ] 3 - + 4
! ;‘\fw LW y . for Navy Bureau of Ordnance Sepberber 7, e
- W \ 1942 %o fugust 31, 1945, Is impertt for by
{
‘ e War Department, .{Lbcrdeen 1de, azs of Sep‘i.e,m-
\ ber 20, 1940. O ¢leaved him for Lavy oL %@ / b’

e \ . ployment dn 1942.
A ‘f f
e 2 ) L}c“:}
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I(\ , . r". T
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This investigation was conducted by Special Dmployee Fredirich: Do
Balzer, Jre S

Information obtained from the records of the Office of Scientific
Research and Tevelopment reflect that John Von lNewmam was appoinbed a Con=
guliant, Sece A=l, Dive B, Fcbmary 26, 1941, in the Hational Dofence Research .4
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Comaltbes as an exmert on explosives, on a pari~time wvoluntary basis
withoub cormpensabtions He resigned effective Sepberber 4, 1942, In view %

of conbenplated worl for the Havy Deparimant. }

/

He wos resppoinied in the 1Js Ds RBs Cey Dive 2, as Consulbant, ’f/i
4oril 1, 1944, vhich appointment terminabed Moy 17, 19466

The records of the Burecn of Crdnance, lavy Deparitment showr
that the agpplicant was employed by that burcau Soptember 7, 1942, for
intermittont duty ab twenby-five dollars per dicm as a consulbtant on
rescarch and explosivegs, Personnsl services contracts were execubed
for each poricd of cmployment, the last onc sarminabting on Ausust 31,
1945 The Office of lNaval Intelligence cleared him for this employmsnt
in 19426  The GJI file revealsd {hgh the cpplicont had been an asoociste

/of Cscoptorpanstern, Professor of Eeonomics eu Princeton, N. Jey o
i was deScribed as a Wdongerous Cormzn o2lden®s ¥, A, SC0RISSHEN, Vice Presi-
| dent of TAlningbon Chemical Acsociation; and ome IR. VELIAVALSGl.

Var Departimont records reflect thabt the applicant is presently
on asvive appoiniment, as of Scptember 20, 1940, as an “Experitt, cmployed
by tho Var Department Burean of Ordnance, Aberdsen, Ide, ab (125000 par
dien, for not more than 90 days continuous sorvice or 1£0 days inbermibe
bons service for ony one fiscal yesr. Daployment authorily has beon
granted each yeare

= REFERRED UrOif COUPLETICT T0 THE OFFICE OF GRICIN =
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By belatype dated Jprdil 9, 1947, the Mewark and Brltimowre
Jo Qo's wore ouavised of the applicantts associates for their informae
tion and possible assizbance in conducting their phases of this in-
vestivabione

A
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WASHINGTON FROM NEWARK & A h4-15-47 6-40PM BS 'V'*lOég%
VfﬁRECTOR URGENT

JOHN VONG%EUMANN DASH THREE, AEA APPLICANT, BUREAU FILE ONE SIXTEEN ig%;

DASH ONE NINE ONE FOUR. RE WASHINGTON FIELD TELETYPE APRIL NINE LAST
. . i

SETTING OUT INFORMATION APPLICANT HAD BEEN CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF OSCAR /-3¢

(l

MORGANSTERN, PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS, PRINCETON, N. J. NO FURTHER
INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED IN VIEW OF EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION
REPORTED IN REPORT OF SA JAMES F. MULLEN, NEWARK, APRIL NINE, NINETEEN

FORTY SEVEN.
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_ ‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' Mr. E. A. Temm.....
. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE I Mr. Clegg............

GOMMUNICATICNS SECTION Mr. Glavin .........

YASHINGTON FROM BOSTON 59 .13 P ST
WH/.ECTOR' - URCENT : ‘;70@% |
oo iEumaNy, DASH THREE, AEA APPLICANT. DR.. CARL T. COMPTON LISTED
AS REFERENC¥ BY APPLICANT VILL NOT RETURN TO HIS HOME UNTIL AROUND
APRIL EIGHTEENTH. HE IS PRESENTLY O A BUSINESS TRIP THROUGHOUT THE!
UNITED STATES HAKING ONLY OWE DAY STOPS. HE WILL BE INTERVIEWEDIM?E%}

IATELY UPON HIS RETURN. BUREAU DEADL INE "J'AS SET FOR APRIL TEN.
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U. 8. DEPARIMENT £F JUSTICE
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Lo 'ﬁ“:} |
b b
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WASHINGTON ‘FROM BOSTON 1 4
VD/IREé)TOR | URGENT | ' 2706 U0
somy oy ASH THREE, AEA APPLICANT. BUREAU LETTER DATED MARCH

TWENTYFOUR, FORTYSEVEN TO NEWARK, COPY TO BOSTON, BUREAU FiLE ONE S5IX-

TEEN DASH NINETEEN FOURTEEN, SETS\OUT LEAD . FOR BOSTON TO INTERVIEW K. To

v

COMPTON, Me Is T, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. CONPTON‘NOU SlOPPIWG AT HALLKULANI

B A e A L N e sem WIS

HOTEL, HOMOLULU, HAWAII UNTIL APRIL NINETEEN, NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN. BUR-

"'\-——-.-r-lﬂ’

EAU‘LETTER AND FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM BOSTON. FILES BEING FORWARDED

AMSD TO HONOLULU IN ORDER TO COVER THIS LEAD AS BUREAU DEADLINE IS
APRIL TEN, NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN. REFERENCE BOSTON FILES TO APPLICANT-
SETS OUT IN REPORT OF SPECIAL AGENT JOHN B. DAVIDSON DATED BOSTOM OCT-

OBER ELEVEN, NINETEEN FORTYSIX, THAT WERWame®t ISRAELYAALPERIN, WHO VAS

APPREHENDED BY THE IN FEBRUARY NINETEEN

P— L s AR i T

NI L

FORTYSIX, AS A SOVIET ESPIONAGE AGFNT HAD WORKED WITH APPLICANT AT

A

PRINCETON UNIUERQITY. LETTER DATED FEBRUARY FIFTEEN ~NINETEEN FORTY-
SIX FROM EL PASO TO DIRECTOR STATED THAT APPLICANT WAS ONE OF THE v/
SCIENTISTS FORMERLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE LOS ALAMQS DSM PROJECT, LOS \\\

ALAMOS Nﬁw MEXICO. ND BOS TS TWO ONE'FOUR 'ADVI%ED ON MARCH SEVFNTVEN

NIQETEEN FOPTYSEVE&, THAT ISRAEL HALPERIN gﬁgﬁ TO CONTACT APPLICA Zi
—a— PO ; ”"‘ L{, ;
PRINCETON, N. J., AT TELEPHONE PRM@ Two ONE E{ém:«sn(- “BUT A

SUCCESSFUL. ' BK?’T
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Lo DIRLCTOR MID SiAC URG=NT

JOH&I VCH I SOMAIN - THREE, ARA APPLICANT. REBUFILE CITZ ONU SIX DACH CITD
NIIG CHi FCUR AND LETTER OF MARCH TJENTYFOUR, FORTYSEVEN. CNI CLZARID
APFLICANT IN NINETEEN FCRTYT.JO FCOR RAVY DEPT. EMFLOYMERT, EUT DIEVELOFED

FOLLC/II'G DEROGATCRY INFORMATION. APPLICANT HAD BREN CLOSZ 4SSCCIATE CF /-
CSCAR YORGANSTERN, PROF. OF ECONOMICS, PRINCETON, H. J., 7HO VA5 DESCRIBED e
45 L CUOTE DANGURCUS GERMAW ALIZH UN-UOTE, K. A. SOLMSSEN, VICE PRUSIDLUT f~

-

OF ILNTNGTON CHEMICAL ASSCOIATICL, WILMINGTON, DEL., AD GiT UNIDENTIFIED
DR. VELM: TTLSON, WETEIT OF ASSCCIATICH NOT INDICATED, THIS INFO,
FUANISHED FOR YGUR ASSISTANCE IN YCUR INVESTIGATION CF INSTANT GASE.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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THIS casE ORIGINATED AT  BUREAU . '”»";. i j"r FILE NO. 116—183
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR r;épo%r MADE BY m (3
WHICH MADE »
BOSTON, MASS. L/29/h7 h/l;,9,28/h7 WILLIAM D. GRONIN
‘ v TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
‘ 4
i JOHN" VON &EUMN—-S ,” }3 ATOMIC ENERGY ACT APPLICANT
- . ,,5 4 ’
eI V2%

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Dr. KARL T. COMPTON of the Massachusetts Institute of Techno ‘ogy,

2 advised through his Secretary, that Applicant is 100 per cent American
N and thoroughly patriotic. He knows of nothing detrimental concerning
;

RUC | Wé’ {%@i{ﬁ} .
£q. REC'D-LEA=2 Y} Z g
12" =Lt

‘{I ,{ - ;/’iy;'l ¢ - :/M:J
; : : e ";‘f N
i Bureau File 116-191L /Ib3

| Bureau letter to Newark dated 3/2L/h7 .75 ;A J4b7E
| e e e AT 12 [T
7; DETAIIS: "’ «: p' ¢ /L ,‘I PR 3 <) w
‘[ ’ c _’ / / ! .' 0‘:}
?; Reference & ”\‘ » ﬁ
f« Dr. KARL T. COMPION of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Camb~ ‘;‘!l
I 1 7 ridge, Hassachusetts, upon his return from Honolulu reported, through Q|

- ,

W |

in3 }
/\5 his Secretary, Miss ANN LEADY, the followings 1 ‘

AN

AW Although he had not had any close contact with the Applicant for the past

s l “\ few years, he has heard of him from other mutual acqua:.n‘bances from time |

¥ . to time. Dr. COMPTON explained:that he considered NEUMANN o be 100 per &

P q . cent American and .tha’p h.e never had any reason to question his patrlotls@. i

-He said that he co sidéred‘hn.m to be thoroughly patriotic /é.nd would recom=~

N S S~

oY

AN Y2 o / mend him highly for' & confidential position. Dr. COI.EP"‘ON{made it known
{71 - that he has mever heard anything detrimental concerning the Applicant. e
’ = /" REFERRED UPDEI{COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 7
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AT TISTRATIVE DETATLS

Tne investigation of this case in the Eoston area was primarily handled
by Special Agent Daniel J. Griffin who encountered difficulty in contact-
ing Dr. COLPTON, fAppliciént!s reference, because of his absence from the
country.

In view of Bureau teletype dated April 22, 1647 to omit interview with
Dr. CUIFTON unless he indicated that he possessed derogatory information
concerning the Applicant, arrangements were made by Special Agent Daniel
J. Criffin to have liss LIAHY, Dr. COMPTON's Secretary, contact him in
this matter. lfiss LBAHY was telephonically contacted by the writer on
April 28, 1947 and tne information set forth in the detzils was ob-
tained. The personal intervicw with Dr. COITPICH was therefore omitted.
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, BY SP MESSENGER
v |
‘ ‘ : Lingited Classification
, Rev
Date: hay?, 1250 //}/ 'f/“ /f—;; Cna
RECORDERb: 16  atbiic Fmerzy Commission "
- Building T3 .
EXQS o 16th and Constitution Avenue, N, V.
e Vashington, D, C.
Attentions Wr, Francis R, Hammack
Acting Director :
Division of Sgeurity
Froms John Edgar Hoover - Lirector, Federal Bureau of Investigation
. ,Subjects JOHN VON NEUMANN ,bg»v\ ‘W
/ ATOMIC ENEROY ACT - EMPLOYEE L
SECURITY MATTER - C RSN ERY . @ﬁrm%m g]j
pe - ' ?gmtﬁﬁ”ﬁ&*f‘:“u‘“;’
Reference is made to your letter dated April 18, 1950,
requesting advice as to whether this Bureau hss received any
information which might indicate association or communication
batween Dr. Von Neumsnn and Halperin other than s¢t forth in
the report previously furnished or any other informaticn which
might have derogatory lmplications.
The files of this Buresu faill to reflect the receipt
of%any additional information pertinent to your inquiry.
iRy T e JIR
" _ - @
poey £ st ;
/AR | ’ ’j\\&J:‘.
Tolson i »,—'«.7}> E'/ VT4
Ladd ' v &f;{
Clegg____ ’ t\;‘lﬁﬁ
Olavin KWD:ealzppgf‘ ? Sy ‘%\ /
Nichols L T vy
Rosen " . N AN
Tracy. ¢ A ,‘\ .

Harbo
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O]ﬁce Mehzomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO . Director, FBI (File 4/4- )7/ ¢ )  paTe: 9/ g/33
mom&'%/_:ém, NEWARK  (File 16-1/7 )
SUBJECT: J AN L ON WEX Mﬂﬂ"/—-«f;’/d?d (o/‘/7q?
A £ w 384 NTARNED |
‘ W NFORIRERaSIFIED, 5 (L) EH
REREWISUIT gy 212
This case will be delinquent.
Date of Bureau deadline: ?//5’/-"‘? | ,Vyé“5717/4 TN

Reason for the delinquency: #2220 /

Date the report or necessary communication -

will reach the Bureau: 9 /2 y /53

AEC zone designation, e.g., OR, CH, etec.: & = ) N‘f
(This applies only to 116 cases.) '

______..—-‘
nOT RECORDED
31gpp 211953

4 — (&)

27




« STANDARD FORM NO. 64 \~ b 0-1
. ' !

Oﬁiw‘ Memorandum - oN1TED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :Sigfgfc’ ALBUQUERQUE (Your fiie ) DATE: Qctober 16, 1953
/ ‘ﬂ;
b 384 4¢
< D tor, FBI )
FROM rector 116-1914 ALL INFORMATIONCONTAINED
e - SF - 10806 - NY HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . &
SUBJECT: igg VON NESMENH -~ SF - DATE BY éﬁiﬁéﬂjg}jb

(X) The deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not
received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted
on this letter and return it to the Bureau.

Report submitted

JAN 15 1954

Report will be submitted

Reason for delay

PSP Y @4{1‘?‘ V} ,?'j"a
Te-re7*
[{5'3& (] <,
() Advise Bureau re status of this case. o \u
T §
() Advise Bureau when report may be expected. ‘ &,
s . . i "
(x) Surep immediately. \;5,

{Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. Note on the top serial/
in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this communication.) 16—66216-1
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Oﬁic‘é Memorandum . vNiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

: SAC Your fizle DATE: ’?f
>\Ai/& f ﬂ;gqlllé’ﬁ/ /J

, \ECOMTMNEQ
smowe P Director, FBI y/4 é / 7/ P74 ﬁi’g{:’gﬁ?&g&@smm
ST o 3 Al /m

BIECT //:/ VOA/ VEWwmMapy SF /0808~ 4L

ﬁe deadllge /%%case has passed and the Bureau has not

received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted
on this letter and return it to the Bureau.

Report submitted f .5_5/ 53 }

Report will be submltted

«}‘}}a (’\\Ma Reason for delay Mﬁa/’t/w "‘éfﬂ

{ ) Advise Bureau re status of this case.
{ ) Advise Bureau when report may be expected.

( ) Surep immediately.

{Place your reply on thig form and return to the Bureau. No on the top serial
in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this communication.) 16—66216-1
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+  STANDARD FORM NG, 64 ’ ‘

0-1

X

Oﬂice' Memorandum . on1TED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : )
Y eondeaeuly

FRO.

SUBJECI‘\; jo /4 % "

A EA-E Vow Newyayy

. . (1643337
SACM ’)«0% (Your file DATB{% S r3
N A T ST
Dy ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
:%ector, FBI //é /S 7/ 9/ R;EREQ%!lé\‘JNGLASSiFE}? nL ‘ : "

DATE H_y.}b_l... BY §

SF— fofoé - //Ji

(/)/ e dea ne z//t‘p;/srcése has passed and the Bureau has not

received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted

on this letter and return it to the Bureau.

Report submitted /

Report will be submitted A\ !1&' !\1‘3/

Reason for delay

( ) Advise Bureau re status of this case.

( ) Advise Bureau when report may be expected. (_')

() Surep immediately. /5§,

/ ‘ .
B R %,

(Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. Note” on the top serial o

in the céase file the receipt and acknowledgment of this communication.)

e

106—66216-1 ‘.‘ I3
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Congress of Applied and Theoretical Mechanics in Istanbul.
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A » UNITED STATES Guyu&NMENT
DHEEREL TR - DATE: 8/5/52 |

4365
!

SAC, AIBUQUERQUE (117-0)

oy 12
JOHN VON NEUMANN-3

¥

AFA-E ) /
SECURTTY MATTER

!
GIR®,; 37

The AEC Secwity Office at Los Alamos, New Mexico, has
advised that the subject and his wife will leave the United States
about August 10, 1952, on a trip to Europe and will retwurn to the
United States about September 6, 1952, The purpose of this trip’
is primarily for the subject to attend the 8th International Congress
of Applied and Theoretical Mechanics to be held at Istanbul from
August 20 to August 28, 1952,

The approximate itinerary of the subject contemplates
he will leave New York by airplane for Mlan, Italy, about August 10
or if Government transportation is provided, he will leave from
Westover Field, Massachusetts, and go to Frankfort, Germany., In
either event, he plans to go on to Venice, Italy, where he will stay
from August 12 to 15. He will leave Venice on the motorship, M. S,
Barletta of the Adriatic Line for Istanbul on August 15 arriving
there about August 19 Enroute, this ship will stop at Bari, Patias,
and Piracus.From August 20 to 28 he will attend the 8th International

Subject will leave Istanbul by airplane for Athens, Greece,
on August 28, He will then travel for pleasure in Oreece, returning
to the United States by airplane on September L, 1952, .

~ The above is furnished for the Bureau's information /k/ 2
and no action is contemplated b ?his officeo e *
adrl 55
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UNITED STATES DEISARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer ’to/
File No. -t i £ WASHINGTON 25, D. C,
e’ tf“-u - ¥ mh/ -
S8, | it mi) w2 AR oz Sz,
RE: t t mg =,
E ] ] —

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - EMPLOYEE FO/ Hapy /i

CLLECRIAAT *“CQ {a\* 2
REINVESTIGATION WE "*“‘n‘*i“m‘\

nis [J8) 87 3P f’f%/

Dear Sir:

You are imstructed to conduct an immediate, thorough, discreet
investigation concerning the character, associates, and loyalty of the
ahove~-named individual in accordance with the provisions of the Atomic
fergy Act of 1946.

Reports and correspondence in this case should reflect the
character as AEAE.

At the request of the Atomic Energy Commission the Bureau has
consented to make inquiries on certain of its employees for the purpose
of bringing the original applicant investigation up~-to~date. These
employees occupy very sensitive positions; therefore, all inquiries must
be thorough and all inclusive,

The employee's entire adult life must be accounted for. If
this was not done during the original investigation it will be necessary
to account for the adult life during instant investigation.

The scope of the current investigation must include interviews
with present neighbors, associates, acquaintances, and whenever desirable
confidential informants should be contacted., Credit and criminal checks
should be made on the employee. The same checks should be made on his
immediate relatives at their known place of residence.

Those asking questions pertaining to the purpose of this invas-
tigation should be advised that the inquiries are being made ab the request
| of the AEC and are of a routine nature.
| The original and four copies of the report are to be transmitied
| to the Bureau by air mail unless ordinary mail is equally speedy. The
deadline in this case is

/;:Z,. Y

| Presgent address: - ‘ . . '
| Birthdate and birthplace- S R

Social Security Number: R 3 .

Firm to empldy and position involved: \ ‘

. -1 - i - Coax
A 7// B * ~ ~T m gy e s s & )
- ’;%/'” /ﬂ.,L‘ - v‘nl‘ ;’ffv’/i;,{; ) Very truly yours,

; o T o . .
3 ) // , o 4/ e . . &n.‘- M
| ” / Teee L . John Edgar Hoover

v’ o _ Director

L ] Lovsajt . /
I - Sl
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r UNITED STATES ﬂE‘PA;RTMF'INT OF JUSTICE .
:r FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

!

; In Reply, Please Refer to )

ﬁal File No. 8/3/53 WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

A ]

S SAC, NEIARK AIR MAIL

j y RE:  JOHI VO NEUVANY - SF - 10806
) ’

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - EMPLOYEE

REINVESTIGATION
Dear Sir:

You are instructed to conduct an immediate, thorough, discreet
investigation concerning the character, &ssociates, and loyalty of the
above-named individual in accordance with the provisions of the Atomie
#ergy Act of 1946.

Reports and correspondence in this case should reflect the
character as AEAE.

At the request of the Atomic Energy Commission the Bureau has
consented to make inquiries on certain of its employees for the purpose
of bringing the original applicant investigation up-to-date. These
employees occupy very sensitive positions; therefore, a&ll inquiries must
be thorough and all inclusive.

The employee's entire adult life must be accounted for. If
this was not done during the original investigation it will be necessary
to account for the adult life during instant investigation,

The scope of the current investigation must imclude intervlews
with present neighbors, associates, acquaintances, and whenever desirable
confidential informants should be contacted. Credit and criminal checks

should be made on the employee. The same ¢ %uld be made on his
jmmediate relatives at their known plsée of residenceoh

Those asking questions-pertaining to the purpdse of this inves-

tigation should be advised that the inquiries are being made at the request
of the AEC and are of a routine nature.
The original and four copies of the report are to be transmitted
to the Bureau by air mail unless ordinary mail is equally speedy. The -1
. deadline in this case is
r’
Present address: ' Fﬂ ! )ngg [//4£
Birthdate and birthplace: M CRSINE
Social Security Number: HIRE A TS SR /
Firm to employ and position involved: QA% 'Z ()“/’ ‘(SPJ é_ﬂabﬂ é7/ <
LRI e ~ Very truly yours,

. Mogwen

John Edgar Hoover
Director

LEJsmhb < . ; 7

¢

i@

_ ]




8/3/53
SAC, NEJARK

R¥: JOHN VON NFUMANY - SF - 10806

NEi4RK: Refer your file 100-33479, Rerort of Raymond L. Faisst L/1L/50 at
Springfield entitled Abraham Haskel Taub reflécts association vith Ton
Reurann and Heurann's ascoclation with Isracl Halperin. (100-366605-15)

Refer your file 39-0, WX letter 12/21/42 captioned Klara Von Neuman~Nuturalization
Latter., The infori.ation appearing on pape 3, paragraph 3 concerning Uerman

Libeary of Infornation was not previously rerorted. Include in your report.
(100-171733) '

include pertinent information contained in NX airtel 5/19/53 concerning
informution from "Sed Neves Deutshland" in your report abtrituting ianformation
to Informant of Knovn reliability. For your inforuation no copy of ! State
Dept. Communication is located in Burezu files,




FD-4

ROUTING SLIP . (5-12-52)
' pate _ 1/12/5L , 19
M To: j
oM e, DIRECTOR, FBL ~  somN vON NEUMANN
ASAC SF-10B06-1Y -

Supervisor %

Agent

A 2Y 4 I
Steno — REREIN IS UNGLASOINSy
Clerk ATE UL O &Y At .-047%(/
____Chief Clerk )
____Special Employee___ File No, NK 116-119

:
L

ACTION DESIRED

Assign to Open Case
___Acknowledge Prepare Tickler
Bring File Reassign to

Call Me Recharge serials
See Me Search and Return
Correct Send serials
Delinquent to

Expedite Submit new charge-out
File Submit report by
Leads need attention Type

— Read, Initial and ____Return Serials
Return

____Undeveloped leads in your district awaiting attentlon.

Re Bureau routing slip 1/11/5l..

Please advise identity of Confidential
Informant T-3, as reflected on corrected

page Sa of report of SA WILLIAM R. RIGGS,
9/23/53, Newark. ;

-

/ i
gl . gl

?’"
’[ / \ ésa/l Office Newark

"'ﬁpm
B

(In intra oﬁflce use return this with notation as to
action taken or explanation.)




e i IT e WS ~ -y G ans. 4 ’ Py — " T :'y y L Wi e s Lo s e
Form AEC-1 ™ ® ; UNITED STATES - . vooe Torm a) d..
Fer e S ) pproved.
' (10-42) a - ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION ) Budget Burean N, 3§
N . P WASHINGTON, D. C. T o
-y H
e |- f

‘v JONNEL SECURITY QUESTIONNAI

! . :--

N v - L ] m e R s s i
INSTRUCTIONS.—AIl sections must be completed. Write “None” when applicablé. Type or print all answers.. If space not
adequate for complete answers, attach a supplemental sheet to this form. All addresses. must show strect number, street, city,

- and State. ) n o ) o ) :
1. NAME (Last, first, middle) i 5. DESCRIPTION: {Check which) ‘[ ) MALE [J] FEMALE - _ .'
' RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT "COLOREYES | COLORHAIR
- - . > ‘ TS B :
von Neumann, John sF /QXO@» ’VY "
2. OTHER NAMES (Include'mpiden name, if married woman) =~ T ]
. | . . — )
' 0. (Check which) "1 7.°BIRTH DATE
none ‘ () sineee - [J owvorcen: _Day MONTH YEAR
3. PRESENT ADDRESS j DATE _ &3 maniueo [ wioowien) 28 | Dec 1903
. 26 Westcott Road, I 1940 to 8. BIRTHPLACE (Ctfy, coundy, State, and sountry) -~ .
Princeton, N. |J. present f :
4. ALL OTHER ADDRESSES FOR PAST 15 YEARS; DATE . < ) i
i 9 CITZEMSHIR: 4.8, (T . ALIGN
Peacock Inn, Bayard Lane,: TR ULS CIVIgEL 1B [

Princeton, N.J

8L Stockton Sy

Princeton, N.J
¢

o 1
1
1

. ’ i
|

* 1
! '
i
|
1
1

1938-1939

1939-19L0

iF U.S, CITIZEN, INDICATE W

HETHER: -

_meyesm [ ! 1 (o) B waTuraLzATION []
@ osmvaniie ] - |- __pemimon wo.
oATE . i ¥ ] " pate )
CERTIFICATEND. _ + . - CERTIFICATE NO. *
PACE %, | PLACE _
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JCHH VON WiULAN DASH CP, AFAA.

v Winterrowd -
P N iy Tele. Rm.
“ . DHolleman
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§ ) = T 4364
AIR T8I,
NELARK (!&IL) (116-119)

5/15/53
SACS

REBULPP APRIL 16, 1953 CAPTIONED RICHARD FREDSRICK
CLIPPINGFR, SSCURITY XATTER - C, MK FILE

UNABLZ TO LOCATE COMKUNICATION FROM

STATE TE:T, MENTIONCD IN PARAGRAPH 2, PAGR 5 F URLET, SUAIRTEL CAPTICHED JOHN VON
NEUMAR - 5F, INDICATING FILE AND RUPORT OR LETTER 4HICH REFERS TO STATE DEFT.
GOMMUNICATION.
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION i ‘- Lo
100_30877 t:x. ’“ PUR I,
EFK:ab UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE -
NEWSRK, 40 J.
5/19/53

_Transmit the following Teletype message to: ATR-TEL ’ "

RECTOR, FBI (116-191L) W()// ‘AV
JOHN VON NEUMAN -~ SF, AEAA. REBUAIR-TEL 5/15/53 AND lWéZﬁiff '

e
TO BURESAU 4/16/53. COMMUNICATION FROM STaTE DEPT. MENTIONED /

{1/

IN PARAGRAPH 2, PAGE 5 OF REFMRENCED NWK LET IS 4 PHOTOSTATIC
COPY OF AN INCOMING TELEGRAM. THIS COPY IS MARKED RESTRICTED
AND WAS RECEIVED FROM THE STATE DEPT. THROUGH LIAISON CHANNELS
_m_f?[jzgﬁlﬁﬁk__EFIS TELEGRAM IS DATED 7/14/50 AND IS FROM BERLIN,

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE IS AS
FOLLOWS:" SED NEUES DEUTSHLAND JULY 13, ANNOUNCED THAT COMMUNIST
DOMINATED GERMAN ACADEMY Of SCIENCE IN BSRLIN SOVIET SkCTOR,
HAD ELECTED TWO AMERICANS AS ASSOCIATE MEMB:RS. AMSRICANS ARE
JOHAKN VON NEUMANN, PROFESoOR OF MATHEMATICS, AT PRINCETON
AND RICHARD V. MISES, PROFESSOR OF MATHSMATICS AT HARVARD.

~ AGC RDING DEUTSHLAND ELECTION TOOK PLACE JUNE 29. PARAGRAPH
WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S CONTACTING NEUMANN AND MISES
SOONEST TO ASCESTAIN WHETHER THEY AWARE OF ACADEMY'S ACTION AND
WHETHER THEY ARE WILLING TO ISSU STATEMENTS REFUSING ELECTION.
IF NEUMANN AND MISES UNAWARE OF COMWUNIST ¥HONT NATURE OF
REG. MATL . ol #2367

F 354148
s B \///*/,//'-20 b

ALL!”W%%T!O‘%!CG‘JW\EQ b7E
HEREMISUYC
DATE BY 2 /EHz,

Approved: I-) 7!—#’ e Sent, " " Per

Special’ Agent in Charge




) P ¥D:t6
" PAGE 2

a . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:
ACADEMY, IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT ALFRED WEBER, MEINECKE,
AND OTHERFROMINENTS RECENTLY RESIGNmD FROM ACADEMY ASTER IT
HAD SENT A FRIENDSHIP TELEGRAM TO STALIN USING THEIR NAMsS WITHOUT
THEIR KNOWLEDGE. PARAGRAPH. CELEBRATION OF 250TH ANLIV&RSARY
OF ACADEMY NOW TAKING PLACE IN B&RLIN. COMPLETELY DOMINATED BY
COM«IUNIST PROPAGANDA AND PRESENCE OF SOVIET DELEGATES.® THIS
PHOTOSTAT IS LOCATED IN NwK FILE 100-30877 ENTITLED "JOHN R.
VON NEWMAN", NO BUFILE LISTED. REckdED BY RovTra/6-54P .

HOSTETTER

Approved:_ Sent, M Per
Special Agent in Charge




$AC, ALGUCUDRQUE ‘_ 7/22/53
SKCy ZL PASO  (116204) | |
JOHN (VON NEFMANY)w SF = 10806 ~ NY

AZA-R.

Budeds 9/18/53, -

Rebulet to Newark dated 7/20/53.

Tranemitted herewith is The El Paso file 116-204 in its entirety,
entitled JOHN VON NEUIANN - 3, Aka, John lt, Von Neumann, ASAA,

EFE/slm
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

3

ATRTEL ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
BALTIMORE, MDe

SEPT. 17, 1953 7

Transmit the following Teletype message t0:

DIRECTOR, FBI (116-191lL) CC: NEWARK (116~119)(100=30977) )L
e WFO (116-875) == Mo g
ALBUQUERQUE e 7
KNOXVILLE of s Or
SAN FRANCISCO
NEW YORK
EL PASO

JOHN VON NEUMANN - SF - 10806 NY, AEAE. REBULET 7/20/53. EMPLOYEE'S
NAME WAS INCORRECTLY SPELLED JOHN VON NEWMANN ON REBULET. UACB

Mt e e T

BALTIMORE WILL TITLE ITS REPORT JOHN VON NEUMJA.L[N,«SEI 10806 NY.
ALDEN
END !
FIWsRCK ' ‘ |
ﬂ FFsg Yylyg
116-213 B ’
[ce v P22 izﬁv/ ﬁué‘;;f 2: mg‘\é;m}zkj = |
‘ ’ HE FELATSIFE )
ATE | [BL. 5 SE.A ”'%' m JEHC
|
L
'} N N;'Caf/f
MK« Jlﬁl TR MN“M._.,‘....~ .

4

Approved: %/ L Sent____ M Per

Si)'e‘c'ial AZent in Charge




ECLASSTFICATION AUTHEORITY DERTVED FROM:
2Bl SUNERATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUILE

mm% 08-10-2020 _ BY. I%I’ . .
’ ' *
- K 4 »
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .
Form No. 1 \6 lﬁ?{ Eﬁj\& ﬁ)
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BURFAU 4 N f \ -
REPORT MADE AT DATE WK;:IEN 7?5;}1::» 259{;2 WHICH némzo REPORT MADE BY
s 17, 5 s 1 FRANGIS L. PEARTHREE kss
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
JOHNY VON NEUMANN, SF 10806 NY AEA B
Slaceifiod Iy <7 B . L mz T
SYNOPSIS O PASTS: e h P 7 {1 ad T I I ~.!‘~~‘”’"
BY. Fee o /T - _7:
REFERENCE: Bulet to Newark dated July 20, 1953.

Report of Special Agent JOHN R. THAYER, Baltimore,
¥aryland, dated April 8, 1947.

W)

Baltimore Airtel to Bureau dated September 17, 1953

AT ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, MARYLAND

EMPIOYDENT

¥rs. THELMA GREENFIELD, Clerk, Civilian Persomnel
Division, made available the Civil Service 201 file for the \
appointee, which indicated that he was granted an excepted
v appointment on August 18, 1942, as a Consultant, for the Ordnance \
J Department at Large, Aberdeen Proving Ground, under Section 8, of |
'+ Military Appropriations Act of 1943, for services when required
.+ during fiscal year of 1943, His appointment has been extended
every year, and his present appointment expires June 30, 195he
No derogatory information appeared in the filees

Dr. R. H. KENT, Agsociate Director, Ballistics
Research Laboratories, advised thet he has known the employee
since he first came to the Proving Ground as a consultant, and 4
that he considers the employee to be a loyal American citizen of j |
) j good character and with reputable associates. ‘

3 " g L
oS

X F%Rr?v‘ﬁg ‘;\éga L e SPEC'A:;‘A&E’:‘-:G qggg’}) 'y DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
T2 & GV V.,é 1 29
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5 — Bureaun (116~191hL) RN
o el ‘ A\
1 - Baltimore (116-213‘}.;-’ - At " .
' N
k]
) 7 \
AN pa

; i — .
PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS C%ML REPORT;AND 1TS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND kRE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

Y. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—59235-2
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BA 116-213 X

Dr. LEJIS DEL SASSO and Dre. CURTIS LAMPSEN, Ballistic Resgearch
Laboratories, who have known the employee since 1937 and 1940 respectively,
congider the employee and his wife to be persons of excellent morals arnd
character, with reputable associates, and unquestionably loyal to the
United States. TIAMPSEN has known the employee and his wife on a professional
basis only, and as a result of his appointment to the Scientific Advisory
Committee, and as a consultant to the Laboratories. DEL SASSO has known
the employee through the above contacts, and also was associated with him
professionally and socially at Princeton, New Jerseye

Mrs. IOUISE A. DEL SASSO, Government Employee, Army Chemical
Center, Maryland, a former employee of VON NEUMANN, who has known him
since 1937, considers the employee and his wife to be loyal Americans,
of excellent character and with reputable associatess

CHEDIT AND CRIMIVAL

Chief J. BEN RAY, Aberdeen, Maryland Police Departuent, and
Deputy Sheriff JILLIAM CARR, Harford County, Bel Air, Maryland, advised
that there is no record on file in their departments identifiable with
the employee or his wifes It is noted that Aberdeen Proving Grourd,
Maryland, is in Harford County.

The files of the Credit Bureau of Baltimore, Ince, and of the
Violations Section of the Maryland State Department of lotor Vehicles,
both of Baltimore, laryland, as caused to be searched by Special Employees
JAMES R, COCHRAN and PHILIP R. WANERUS, respectively, contained no record
identifiable with the employee or hisg wife.

The files of the Maryland State Police, Headguarters, Pikesville,
Maryland, as caused to be searched by Special Agent LEO J. GIANNECCHINI,
contained no record identifiable with the employee or his wifee

MISCELLANEOUS :

BEN G. DENNEY, Jre, Assistant Post g‘telligence Officer, Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Maryland, advised that no information reflecting adversely
on the character, loyalty or associates of the employee, has been brought
to the attention of the Post Intelligence Officers

-2-




BA 116-213

Baltimore Confidential Informants, of known reliability,
familiar with certain phases of Communist activity in the baltimore,
Maryland area, advised that the employee and his wife are unknown to
theme

ol = A




BA 116-213

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

TWFORMANTS

Baltimore Confidential Informants conbtacted during the current
investigation are:

| contacted 8/11/53 by SA JOHN O. MONTGOMERY b7D
contacted 8/11/53 by SA MARTIN J. JONES ’
contacted 8/13/53 by SA MARTIN J. JONES

‘ contacted 8/11/53 by SA ROBERT J. KIRKLAND, JR.
| contacted 8/10/53 by SA JAMES E. BARRETT
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ELlassT R ICATION ANTHORTITY DERTVED FRl0l- ’ 7
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 1
g&?:CNA‘;EIORIGINATEDAT "3“ wt @

BUREAU

REPORT MADE AT DA'I;JEAV;EIEN S/PERIE:D FO/R WHICH MADE REPORT MADRE BY
3,u439/9,10,11, \
SAN FRANCTISCO  9/18/53 | 1i/53 WILLTAM P. O'CONNERENG ,g:" I
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE I J“Mn& i
P23 " 5, ‘;w*
JOHN VON NEVMANN SF 10806 NY mamﬁ@m n MG L s E:}: el
ectiicd) PTG /
Ay I i —
PFQ Pron ‘H ,._1.:.-?7 T
SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS: RE'T o, _;;1 S e
REFERENCE: Bulet to Newar¥ dated 7/20/53. BY . T

DETAILS: The following investigation was conducted by SA I’ORL:IQ,J Qch IZRNEB.s.
AT BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

I‘.\‘ ' " 4 5 . P
MRS, MILDRED WILLIAIS, Personnel Qffice, Um.vers:.’oy of Cal:.form_a

Radiation Laboratory, produced records reflecting JOHN VON NEWMANN, date of
birth not showm, address listed as Institute of Advanced Study, New Jersey,
was employed as a consultant Sepbember 15, 1952, IMRS. WILLIAMS stated records
reflected that on June 1, 1953 the employee had worked at Livermore, California
for three weeks as a consultant., No further informstion relative to the

employee appears in the files of the Radiation Laboratory at Berkeley, California.

The following investigation was conducted by & )m:‘iter:
) 1 K}
AT LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA / g;, e AU AN }"“ ’,:L’ T
YIRS U
SPa- ﬁlﬂb@ meronmr_~ 77 ar

" ROBEHT C. BECKER, Security Officer, Radiation Laboratory, advised ;
that his records do not reflect any unfavorable information concerning the ‘
employee, He stated that the employee was employed by the University of
California, Berkelev, California, as a consultant on several occasions. He was l’
at the Radiation Laboratory in Livermore in November, 1952 for several weeks ‘
and again in June, 1953 for three weeks.,

b7E

ROBERT MATKHARDT, Radiation Laboratory, stated that he is acquainted )
with the employee and his wife, KLARA, and that he helped make the arrangements ‘

| ORWARDED, ) l ,VIQ !? SPECIAL ASeNT Y r— IN THESE SPACES
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SF 116-42158

for the employee to be employed in the capacity of a consultant by the
Radiation Laboratory. He stabted that the employee impressed him considerably
concerning his loyalty to the United States. He said that to the best of his
knowledge, the employee and his wife are of good character, associates and
loyal citizens.

DR. FEDWARD TELLER, Consultant, Radiation Laboratory, advised that
he has known JOHN VON NEWMANN since 1925, He said that VON NEWMANN was born
in Budapest, Hungary, and that he knew him in Germany, England and the United
States, and that he worked with him at Los Alamos, New Mexico in 1943. DR.
TELLER related that VON NEWMANN is a genius of a scientist and that he has made
some great contributions to science. He said that VON NEWMANN is acutely aware
of the great danger of the Russian plans for world domination, and DR, TELLER
proclaimed that VON NBEJMANN is definitely "Anti-Russian.®

DR. TELLER went on to relate that he considered VON NEWMANN to be
a person of good character, and that his associates were of good choice. He
added that in lieuw of the fact that VON NEWMANN is such a brilliant person
and scientist that his work brings him in contact with a wide variety of
individuals and that undoubtedly he has had contact with some individuals
who are sympathetic to Communist causes, but he felt that he was not closely
associated with any such individuals. He reiterated that he believed that
VON NEWMANN was positively loyal to the United States in all respects and that
he is a person who can keep a secret and be discreet in his conversations
relative to security matters.

DR. TELLER continued that he has been acquainted with VON NEVMANN's
wife, KLARA, since approximately 1945, and although he is not well acquainted
with her, she has never given him any reason to cause doubt concerning her
character, loyalty, and associates.

GREDIT AND CRIMINAL

The files of the Livermore Police Depariment and the Credit Bureau
of Livermore Valley did not contain any record or unfavorable information con-
cerning the employee,

The files of the Berkeley Police Department and Credit Bureau of
the Greater East Bay, as checked by SE DONALD A, CLOWARD, did not contain any
record or unfavorable information concerning the employee.

Réliable confidential informants familiar with certain phases of
Un-American activities in the San Francisco Bay Area have advised that VON
NEWMANN is unknown +to them and that they have no information concerning him,
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The following investigation was conducted byf%i#f236£778'
ROBERT W. FEUER, at the Atomic Energy Commission:

H. KEITH REINECKER, Chief, Personnel Security ”
Section, Washington Area Security Operations 0ffice, United "
States AEC, advised that the employee's security file i1s ; “/
located at the AEC, New York City.

Mrs. GOLDIE HIGGINS, Correspondent Clerk, Personnel
Operations, U. S. AEC, made aveilable the employee'!s official a j
personnel file which reflected thaet he received a presidential A &
eppointment as a member of the General Advisory Cormittee to 53
the AEC on February 27, 1952. This appointment will expire =
in August, 1954. The file contained no additional or pertinent
derogatory information. 2

The following investigation was conducted by SA
HOWARD W, WNASH:

ANTHONY 4. TOMEI, Administrative Assistant, General
Advisory Committee to the AEC, advised that he heas known the

employee since February, 1951, and has had six or elght per-
sonal contacts per year with him during meetings of the
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General Advisory Committee, Washington, D. C. He stated

that on the basls of scqueintenceship with the employee,

he considers him to be of good character and reputation.

Mr, TOMEI added thet he has no reason to questlon the em-
ployeet's loyalty or choice of associates. He further advised
that he knows of no other persons, on the General Advisory
Committee, who are located in Washington, D. C., that might
know the employee.

The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT M. BASS, Jr., at the Naval Ordnance Laboratory, White
Oak, Merylend:

Miss VIOLA MARCUS, Personnel Clerk, furnished the
personnel file of the employee which reflected the following
information:

He was appointed Consultent on Applied Mathematics,
(Forty dollars per diem) on July 1, 1947, in the Mechenics
Division Research Department, Naval Ordnance Laboratory.
He was re-appointed to this position on July 1, 1948, and
July 1, 1949. On July 1, 1950, he was re-azppointed as a
Consultant in the Asroballistics Research Department. On
July 1, 1951, he was re-appointed at Fifty dollars per diem.
He received re-appointments to the same position July 1,
1952, and July 1, 1953, His birth data was reflected &s
December 28, 1903, Budepest, Hungery, and the file contained
no additional pertinent or derogatory information.

DANIEL C. SHANKS, Actling Chief, Applied Mathematics
Division, advised that the employee was an eminent Methe~
metician availeble for consultation, but who as & matter of
practice, was seldom called. He stated that the only time
he recalled the employee being at the Naval Ordnance Laborstory
was two or three years ago, at which time he gave a lecture.
He added that to the best of his knowledge, no one at the
Laboratory was personally acquainted with the employee,

The following persons advised that they were not
personally acquainted with the employee, and that they knew
him by reputation only. They stated that they were awere
of nothing derogatory concerning his reputation, associsates

or loyalty.
><
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BENJIMIN F. CHEYDLEUR, Applied Mathematlics Division. \\,
HUBERT H. EVINGER, Physics Research Department.

Dr. HERMANN H. KURZWEG, Chlef, Aeroballistics
Research Department.

The following investigation was conducted by SA
RICHARD E. O!'TOQCLE:

ARDELLA HOLLOWAY, Civilian Personnel, 0ffice Secretary
of Defense produced the employee's personnel file which reflecteds

Pebruery 28, 1949, Excepted appointment, thirty

days not to exceed June 30, 1949, Expert, Research
and Development Board, (hereafter referred to as

R & DB) Committee on Atomic Energy (hereufter refer-
red to as CAE).

July 1, 1949, Excepted appointment thirty days
NTE June 30, 1950, Expert, R & DB, CAE.

July 1, 1950, Excepted appointment, thirty days
NTE June 30, 1951, Bxpert, R & DB, CAE.’

Jenuaery 17, 1951, Excepted appointment, twenty
days, NTE June 30, 1951, Consultant, Joint Chiefs
of Steff, Weapons Systems Evaluation Group.

July 1, 1951, Excepted appointment thirty days
NTE June 30, 1952, Consultant, JCS, WSEG.

July 1, 1951, Excepted appointment thirty days
NTE June 30, 1952, Expert, R & DB, CAE.

July 1, 1952, Excepted appointment (Intermittent)
NTE June 30, 1953, Expert, R & DB, CAE.

July 1, 1952, Bxcepted appointment (Intermittent)
NTE June 30, 1953, Consultant, JCS, WSEG.

July 1, 1953, Excepted appointment (Intermittent)
NTE June 30, 1954, Expert, 0ffice Secretary of
Defense, Project No. 1500.

July 1, 1953, Excepted appointment (Intermittent)
NTE June 30, 195l, Consultent, 0Office Secretary of
Defense, Project No. 1L80.
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The file contained no additional pertinent or
derogatory information.

Miss GLORIA WISER, Civillian Personnel, AFSWF pro-
duced employeet!s personnel file which reflected:

February 13, 1950, Excepted appointment NTE June 30,
1950, (90 days).

July 1, 1950, Extension excepted appointment NTE
June 30, 1951, (90 days) same capacity.

July 1, 1951, Extension NTE June 30, 1952, (90 days),
same capacity.

July 1, 1952, Extension NTE June 30, 1953 (90 days),
same capacity.

July 1, 1953, fxtension NTE June 30, 1954 (90 days),
same capacity

The flle reflected no additional pertinent or deroga-
tory information. :

Ma jor RICHARD SCHULER, CAE, Specilal Assistant Sec-
retary on Research and Development, Office Secretary of Defense,
(formerly the Research and Development Board), advised that
he knows the employee as a Consultant with the CAE, but he
feels he 1s not sufficiently acquainted with him to comment
on his reputation, character, associates or loyalty.

He stated that Mr. J. C. STARKS, the head of the
committese, has never to his knowledge met the employee and he
could suggest no one with Research and Development who would
know the employee other than by reputation.

Colonel BRUCE D. JONES, Armed Forces, Special Weapons
Project, advised that the employee periodically headed a panel-
at the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. He stated that he
has had approximately four contacts with the employee in an
official capacity and although he could not specifically comment
regarding his reputation, character, loyalty or associates,
nothing had ever come to his attention of a derogatory nature
concerning him.
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Dr. GEORGE WELSH, Weapons Systems Evaluations
Group, Joint Chiefs of Staff, advised that he knew the em-
ployee by reputation and to a very slight extent socially.
He added that he did not feel qualified to glve an opinion
concerning the employeet!s reputation, character, associates
or loyalty, on the basis of his knowledge of him. He com-
mented, however, that nothing whatever of a derogatory nature,
concerning the employee, had ever come to his attention.

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL

The following agencies contain no record of the
employee or his wife:

De Co Credit Bureau

Metropolitan Police Department

Montgomery County Police, Rockville, Maryland
Virginia Division of Police

United States Park Police

MISCELLANEQUS:

The records of the Investigations Division, Civil
Service Commlssion, reflect that a record check and inquiry
of the employee for the posltion of Professor of Mathematics,
Department of Army, was processed under Executive Order No.
9835, on October 31, 1949. No question of loyalty or his
suitability was disclosed and the investigations reflect no
additional pertinent or derogatory information.

SE MELVIN L. MONTGOMERY determined that there was
no record for the employee or his wife at the House Committee
! on Un-American Activities.

| SE ROY F. RODMAN was advised that there was no
record for the employee at the Office of Navsl Intelligence.

SA ROB. c AN wasg ad e Y
of the b3

[ I b7E

SE C, GILMORE SNOWDEN was advised that there was
no record for the employee at the Passport 0ffice, Department
of State,

~-RUC -
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU IJER
REPORT MARZ AT DA‘;E WSEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MALT BY
SER.2'3 1953, 7/27,2838/5,13,28 -
NE¥ YORK P2 3 1953 1727205 15753, § MUIDROW B. MILLS
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
JOHN VON NEUMANN - SF - 10806 - NY ARAR
REFERENCE: Bureau letter to Newark, 7/20/53. R
Baltimore Airtel to Bureaw, 9/17/53: , pe RN
AGERCELL w ol Ly R e
DETATIS: REQ. RE¢'n._!l-7 -5 AT
REP'T FORW. Jo0 /7 = .
Miscellaneous BYoo > M

SA AUGUST J. MICEK caused a check to be made of the records
of the Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, New York City Police Department,
jprhich contained no information concerning the employee or his family.

A number of the relisble confidential informants who are ac-
quainted with certain phases of Communist activities in the New York area advised
that they did not know the employee or his family.

lcredit

by SE RICHARD F. O'HARA, contained no information concerning the employee or his fam-

ily. S - oS

:,r,\f S e il
Criminal a/r/- o
. Sy L

SA AUGUST J. MICEK caused a check to be made of the records
of the New York City Police Department which contained no information concerning the
Employee or his family. Captain WILLIAM FOLEY, Nassau Counbty Police Department s Mine

ola, New York, advised JETT that he has no record conceming the
mployee!s daughter,
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ADMINEST VIV PAGE

TNFORMANTS
The eonfidential inform. st ~-nhicned on page 1 of the report of
SA MULDROW B. MILLS, 9/23/53, NI, o> idoatified as follows:

Contacted 8/5/53 by SA ALEXANDER C.
BURLINSON

Contacted 8/5/53 by SA ALEXANDER C.
BURLINSON

Contacted 8/13/53 by SA JOHN W. DOOLEY
Contacted 8/13/53 by SA JOHN W. DOOLEY

Contacted 8/13/53 by Si RICHARD H. BIASSER b7D
Contacted 3/13/53 by SA RICHARD H. BIASSER
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The records of the Board of Elections, Borough of Brogki <i¥¥, checked
by SE LAWRENCE CRONIN, show that in 1948 and 1952, MARGARET VON NEUMANN of 169
Hicks St., Brooklyn, NY, registered to vote for one of the two major political
parties. These records show that v 1948 she voted for the first time. Accord-
ing to the records, MARGARET, VON NEUMANN was 65 years old, a widow, born in
Hungary and naturalized 7/ 2/h6 in ‘Federal Court in Pennsylvania, no city given. |
No record was found éonoernmg the employee or other members of his family. !
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It is to be noted that mvestn.gation concerm.ng the employee's brother
was conducted in December, 1952 under caption “MICHAEL JOSEPH NEUMANN - RI -

8609, aka; AEAAM, which investigation in NYG disclosed ‘that employee's family ;
had an exeellent reputation. }

3 r P .. '. b3
It is to be noted that NY filel | Burea f ’,. el
|
|
.
. T bE

WY

‘!f\‘! e D g“

3?‘{/ "/8 I)L..vavﬁ
pLm AEHL

5
B




smuomnpo;j_mno.al - . . '**.‘ .
Oﬁice Memomml%m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DI}%ECTOR, FBI  (116-1914) DATE: 9/23/53
FROM : l‘,‘;s:'AC, NEWARK (116-119)

SUBJECT: ©  JOHN VON NEUMANE - SF —-10806 - NY
ABAR

Rerep of SA WILLTAM R. RIGGS dated 9/23/53 at Newark and bulets to
Newark dated '7/20/53 and 8/3/53.

Rebulet of 8/3/53 refers to Newark File 39-0, Newark letter
12/21/42 captioned KLARA VON NEUMANN - Naturalization Matter. Rebulet requested
that information contained in Newark letter concerning the CGerman Library of
Information be reported. A review of Newark files reflects that,6the source
material for this information was destroyed on 1/5/46.
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Institute for Advanced Study, ..:"“"/"" L/‘“.»
Princeton, New Jersey , P

Mrs. ROSANNA JAFFIN, Secretary to the Director, advised
that Dr. VON NEUMANN joined the faculty of the Institute for Advanced
Study in 19337 and. thatzhe now enjoys permanent temure at this institutione.
She said he is Dnrector of their Electronic Computer Project and as such
handleg ‘mch cénfidentTal data. Mrs. JAFFIN added that VON NEUMANN
presen’oly resmes at 26‘ Tiestcott Road, Princeton, Nede

-, Dre ¥ H. GOLDSTINE, Assigbant Director, Electronic
Gomputer Proaec‘b' Institute for Advanced Study, adviged he has known VON
NEUMANN for +the past thirbeen yeara and hag been intimately associated
with him since 1942« Dr. GOLDSTINE characterized VON NEUMANN as being one
of the most brilliant mathematicians in the world todaye He gaid VON
NEUMANN has done considerable research in mathematics and physics at the
Ingtitute and that he has made many vital contributions toward the defense
efforts of this countrye. GOLDSTINE said VON NEUMANN's interests are those
primarily of a scientist and that he had never evidenged in B%El’?;"ﬁf’.em
any great interest in political matters. o . '
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Dre COLDSTRIE described VON NEUMANN as conscientious,
trustworthy, above reproach morally. and professionally, and of unguesbion-
able loyalty to this countrye. GOLDSTINE said he knew of no one he could
recommend more highly for a position involving the security of this country.

Dr. ATLE SELBIRG, Mathematica Department, Institute for
Advanced Study, advised he has been acquainted with Dre VOIT NEULANI! for
the past gix years and that his opinions of him are very favorable. SELBELG
said VON NRUMANN impresged him ag being extremely capable, conscientious,
of good sioral habits and agsociations, and undoubtedly a loyal American
citizen. SELBERG said on the basis of his association with VOII NEUMANN he
viould not hesitate to recommend him for a position of trust and confidence.

Dre. DBEANE MONTGOMERY, liathematics Department, Institute for
Advanced Study, furnished subgtantially the same information regarding VON
NEUFANN as did Dr. SELBERG.

Krs. BETTY GORMAN, Secretary to Dr. VON REUMANN, advised she
hag worked closely with him for the past three years and that all her contacts
and dealings with him have been most satisfactory. She said Dre VON NEUHARN
has conducted himself in a manner above reproach and that she had absolutely
no reason o gmestion his character, loyalty, or associations.

NEIGHBORHOOD

26 liestcott koad
Princeton, llew Jergsy

Y¥rs. GECHGE S. HENIRY, 47 liestcott Road, advised that the
VON NEULANMNSs resided at the above listed address at the time she moved into
this neighborhood approximately four years agoe. She said she is nobt closgely
aggociated with them, explaining that nearly everyone residing on “iestcott
Road is connected with Princebon University and that most of the social
contacts made by them are with their professional associates within the
University.

irs. HENIRY said that ingofar ag she lmows the VON NEUMANNs
enjoy a fine reputation in the Princeton, N.J., area. Lrs. HINIRY said gshe
felt she did not know them well enough to be in a pogition to recommend VON
NEURANY for a position of trust, however, she said that she has never heard
anything that would made her question his loyalty to this -country; she
further gtated that she did not believe the VON NEUMANLs were clogely associated
with anyone in the immediate neighborhood as most of their social contacts
ware with psople connected with the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton,
Hew Jersey.
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The following persong residing in this neighborhood, who
have each known the VO NEUMAMN family for the past two years, furnished
substantially the same information regarding ther as did Frs. HENTRY.

Yrse A. He BILL, 21 Uegtcott Road
¥rg. GORION LEY, 34 Liestcott Road
Vrs. J, F. FULLER, 35 Tiestcott Road

CREDIT AND POLICE

Records of the Princeton, N.J., Police Department conmtain
the following arrests for VON HEULANN:

Pate of Arrast Charge Digpogition

2/27/30 Traffic Violation suspended sentence
11/21/31 speeding suspended sentence
3/18/35 traffic violation sugpended sentence

4/8/38 traffic violation fined $1.00

4/21/33 gpeeding fined $10. and court costs
9/14/29 traffic violation fined $1.00

10/16/51 motor vehicle violation fined 5. and court costs
1/16/53 reckless driving fined $2. and court costs

Records of the Trenton Credit Agsociation, 551 Atlantic
Avenue, Trenton, H.J., vwhich covers Princeton, N.J., contain only favorable
information concerning VON KEUMANN and members of hisg immediate family.

-~ EISCELLANEOUS
g During a previousg applicant type investigation conducted in
1948, VON REUMANK vas inberviewed concerning VALENT INE BARGUANN at wvhich
time he advised bthat BLRGHANN had been his research agsigstant for about five
years doing claggified work in aerodynamics and that he had kmown BARGUANN for
ten yearse.

It is noted that information concerning BAR@UINL has been
furnished to the Atomic Energy Commission under the caption YVWALENT DNE
SRECUANI - 15- 767284,
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The personnel files of the University of California reflect
that GARREIT BIRKHOFF was recommended to the University of California by
Dr+ JOHN VON NEULANN of Princeton University. Investigative reports con-

¢erning G/RALETT BIRLHOFF have been previousgly furnished to the Atomic Energy
Commission.

Buring 8 previous investigation conducted by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation in 1951, Dr. JOHN VOIT NEUNANN advised that Dre
LEQFOLD INFELD studied at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Princeton,
Nede, for approximately one and one half to two years in aboubt 1936 and 1937.
He sbtated that he has not seen INFELD since he left the Institute.

The November, 1950, issue of "Poland Today" published by
the Polish Research and Informstion Service, 250 Tiest 57th Ste., New York
City, a registered agent of the Polish Government, contained a part of a
letter addressed to Dean BEATTY of the University of Toronto from LEOPOLD
INFELD. The letter was dated 9/13/50 at lLizrsaw and in it INFELD expressed
his appreciation for the generogity of the University which, he said, he
tried to repay by doing volunteer viork during the recent var against Facienm,
and later by public lectures across Canada on the basic isgues of war and
peace. He complained thzt he was balked in his efforts to advise the
Canadian people of the truth and that he was attacked with ignorant
viciousness on a level to which he refused to descend even by way of reply.
He complained that his motive for returning to visit Poland were slandered
and that the campaign of persecution directed, not only against him, but
algo against his wife prevented hir from carrying on any further work in
Canada in the cause of peace.

According to the letter, he has now found relief from these
distressing experiences in Poland and the Polish people have impressed him
with their tremendous degire for peace and universal constructive activity.
He concluded his letter by statings

"Since, now, the University of Toronto forces me to
make a choice, under tnreat of dismissal if 1 stay here for a
year, my decision is to remain here in my native land, to con-
tribute all 1 can to the research being done here in my field,
and to do all I can for pesce throughout the worlds. In so
doing, 1 am convinced that I likewise continue to serve the
people of Canada."

The letter continueds:
Plegse therefore congider this letter 1o be ny

resignation from the position of Professor of Applied Lathematics
of the University of Toronto.!
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Newark Confidential Informant T-1, of knovin relia-
bility, adviged| b3
b7E
Newark T-1 further advised| | ;3
E

Newark Confidential Imformant T-2, of knowvm reliability,
adviged in July, 1950, that the Sed News Deutbschland of July 13 amnounced -
that the Communist deminated German Academy of Science in Berlin, Soviet
Jector, had elected two Americang as associate members. Newark T-2 advised
that one of these Americans was JOHANN VO WEUMANN, Professor of Iathe-
matics at Princeton.
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INFORMANTS

ADETHISTREATIVE PAGE

Hewark T-1 is|

Newark T-2 is a photostatic copy of an incoming telegram
from Berlin to the 3ecretary of State dated
7/14/50. This copy was received from the
State Department through liaison channels
on 7/17/504
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ALVIN P, RYAN, Chief of Personnel Clearance
Branch Atomic Energy Commission, 70 Columbus Avenue, New York
City, made availlable employees file which contained no additional
pertinent information concerning employee.
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Bureaun letter to Hewark dated 7-20~5E.

DLTATIS:

.

AT OAK RIDGE, TENNESSED: IR A
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ELVIN T. EENSON, contracts coordinator, Cerbide and Carbon Chemi-
cals Compuny, advised that JOHN VON IEUMANN has Consultant Subcontract Number 186
which comrenced on January 1, 1949 and which runs to December 31, 1953. He said
that VON IIEUMARN's subcontract provided for consultant services on High Speed
Computational Mothods, Methods of Generating Random Variables and the Monti Carid
Mathematical Method in general. In connsction with VON NEUMAIN's services, Mr,
HENSON stated that the cmployee provides consultant services to the Engincering
Division of the K-25 Flant at OCak Ridge in the field of pure and spplied mathe-
matics as well as to the Oak Ridge NHational Laboratory Mathematics' Fanel, .
HENSON said that aside from the fact that ho porscnally supervises the employee's
consultant subcontract, he knows very little concerning him. He pointed out that
VON NEUMATE hag %o his Inowledge neover spent much time in Cak Ridge and particu~
larly during the past scveral years. In this respect lMe. HENSON stated that VO
NEUMATIN has not been in Oak Ridge for any period of tims long cnough to cstablish
regidence,

DR. ALVIN M. WEINEEEG, Rescarch Director, CRNL, advised that he
has been professionally acquainted with the cumployce for about 3 or 4 years.
He indicated that he was first introduced to VO TRUMANN epproximately 10 years
ago but did not really get to know him obher than through reputation wntil a
few years ago. He said that the employee has the reputation of beinz one of the
most influsntial scientists in the Unit2d States from the standpoint of military
technology adding that VON IETMAIN elso has the general reputation of being the
20%h century's greatest mathematiclan. Dr. WOINBERG pointed out that although
he doos not rcgard himself as a clos: associate of tho employee, ho has on one
or more occasions discussed politics vwith VO ITUMANN resulting in his having
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the opinion that the cmployee is onc of the most violently anti-Russians he knows.
Dr. WEINBERG pointed out that nothing has ever come to his atbention reflecting
adversely on the employce from the standpoint of character, loyalty or assccilates
adding that he believes VOII NEUMANN a loyel American.

DR, ALSTON . HOUSEHOLDER, in Charge of the Mathematics Fanel,
ORWL, adviged that he has been professionally acgquainted with the employee since
about 1949, He pointed out that he has had very little social contact with the
employee, themfore knows little concerning VON IEUMANN's idsological beliefs. Dr.
HOUSEHOLDER indicated, however, that he considers VON NEUMANN e loyal Amsrican,
and & person of unimpeachable character and associates in that he has never had
information to the contrary come to his attention.

DR, JACK MOSHMAN, Senior Statistician, ORNL, stated that in con-
nection with the employce's conaulbtant services with the Laboratory, he has had
occasion during the past 3 years to work with DR. VON IEUMAIN. DR, MOSHMAN said
that his contacts with the employee have been stricily limited to professional ones
adding that nothing reflecting adversely on the employce's character, loyalty, or
associates has come Ho his attention. He pointed out that DR. VON REUMARL has
a roputation in the highest order in his various scientific fields,

SYLVAN CROMER, Engineering Superintendent, K-25 Flant, advised
that although his division has a consultant subcontract with VON NEUMANH, the
contract responsibilities have been fulfilled or psrformed entirely in the em--
ployee's office at Princeton, New Jersey and not at the K-25 Flant. lir. CROMER
stated that it has been several years since he has seen the employee in Cak
Ridge, adding that he does not know VON NEUMANN personally therefore can furnish
no information about him from the standpoint of character, loyalty or associates,

The following investigation was conducted by SE IEWIS J. BLEDSOE:

Identification Officer L. C. WILSOW, Ock Ridge Police Department
stated that he has no arregt records in his files identifiable with either JOHN
VOIl NEUMANN or his wife, KLARA DAI\EQ{OI&:NEUI»ZAI\IH.

AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE:

Tdentification Officer, GEORGE IRELAID, Knoxzville Police Depari-
msnt, stated that his records contain nothing concerning the employee or his wife,

ARCIL HALL, Knoxville Crzdit Bureau, advised that the employee and
hig wife are not known to that Bureau.
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The title of this cage has been modified to include the name of
JCHN R. VON NEUMANK as reflected by personnel records at Los Alamos, New

Kaxico.
Credit records at Senta Fe, New lMaxico, were checked by SA DEXTER
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Pergonnel racords of the Unlversity of California at Los Alamos,
made available by Miss ADA ZAPADIL, réflect that VO WEUNAL has been con-
tinually attached to the Staff of the Ins Alowos Scientific Laborstery in
the capzcity ef Consultant from Novewber 2, 1ok3 o the present. The records
indicate that he haz been actively employed &t Ios Alaxoz in such capacity
durinz numerous intermittent periods, of shory guration, bebween 1943 and
the precent, and that he bas alse performsd conglderable vork for the Labera-
tory at Princeton University and at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds within sane
period, Instant records do not contain any information unfavorable to him

in any respeet. v

An application form executed bﬁgy' VOH HEUIMANN for the University of
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Californisa under date of October 2, 1943, reflects that he was born on Dacember
28, 1903, at Budapest, Hungary; that he entered the United 3tates at lew Yorlk
City on September 25, 1931, and thit be becamz a naturalized citlzen of ¢the
United 3tates on January &, 1937, at Trenton, Hew Jerscy. This application
form reflecte that his father, MAX VON UEUMANE, was deceased at that time, and
that hic wother, MARGARET VON HEWANN, a naturalized citizen of the United
States, was atv that time residing in Phlladelphiz, Pennsylvania,

Dr. JORDAN CARSON MARK, Division Leader, Wheoretical Fhysics Division,
I University of California, advigsed that he first met VON WEUMAWH and his wife
f atout 146 or 1947 and that he has worked rather clocely with VOII TEUMALN in
his pooition as cornsultant since that tims. He further advised that isasmuch
az VON HEUMAUN is administratively assigned ac a consultant o the Theoretical
! Fhysics Division hie has worked very closely vith him vwhenever his services
‘ have been utilized by the Laboratory. He explained that Dr. VO FEUMANH wsually
spends & total of three or four weeks a year at Log Alamosz, but bas in the past
performzd conziderable other work at his normal location of Frinceton University
and under various contracts with the University of California. Dr. MARK further
advised that he kas been & fairly close sccial acquaintance of the employee and
| hiz wife durirg a like period of time, and that they vizit in each other's homes
‘ whenever convenient. He did not indicate, hovever, that he considered the VON
UEGHAITI: to be particularly intimate friends of b2 or his wife.

e

Dr. MARK stated that in his opinion Dr. VON HEUMANN and his wife are
individuals of uniwmpeachable character, and are entirely loyal to the United
States end the democratic form of governwent. He has never knowa elther of
hem to entertain any sympathy for any foreign governmznt or type of government.
S0 far as he knows, the VON WEUWMNES do not have any close relative or parti-
cular comtact still residing in continental Durope. He added that the erployee
and hiz wife hove at various tiwes appeared 1o be quite "disturbed” about the
threat of communicm or communist dordnation in both Burope and the United
Stetes. Fe stated that they have always appeared to be completely opposed to
any such political philosophy.

Dr. MARK advised that the only organlzation that he has known VON
HEUMAN to be arfilisted with is the Awerican mathematical society which he
has cerved os precident. He stated that other than hiuweelf, the VON UBUMANIS
have particularly associated with lr. and Meg. STAWISLAY ULAM ond Mr. and lies.
G. FOSTER DVAWS at Los Alamoa, and that to the best of his knowledre their
social acquaintances at Princeton University have been limited %o their pro-
fessional collepues.

7 Dr. MARK informed that he is cognizant of the fact that ISRAEL
v FALPERIU, o roputed Soviet esplomage agent, wog ot cne tiu2 a gtudent of
)[ JOBW VO WMEWQW, but stated that VON HEUWMANN bas never indicated to him
tkat he bad any garticularly cloze contact with FALFERIN, or that such
associntion exceecded a normal professor-student relationshivn. He concluded

-
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"thnot he congiders VO NEUMANK to be thoroughly trustworthy in regard o confi-

dential information, aad that ke would give him his highest recommendation for
any position of trust.

e, JAMES L, TUCK, Physicist and Group leader, Univergity of Colif-
ornia, Ioc Alamon, recalls that he first wet L. VOO WEUWMANN during the time
that he was attending & scientific confercrce in Irnsland somztice in 1942,
tut that hiz contact with bim there wos very limited, and he has teccmz much
better acquainted with bin through a working relationshlp at Los Alamos and
Frincoton University between 194l and the present., He has had only a limited
amcunt of social comtact with kim and i3 not acquainted with any of his relatives
exeept his wife. He stated that Dr., VON NWOUMANN and his wife are reople of uvn-
impeackable character, and that he has never had any redscn to question their
loyalty to the United States or the democratic form of governcant in any reaspecth.
He advized that they are both very intelligent individuals but that he has never
tnown them to express wmore than & normzl interest in political ideology or
political questions. He has only known VON WRUMAIN to be affiliated with pro-
fessional organizations, and furthermore has only known him to associate with
apparently responsible and loyal indiddusls.

Mr. TUCK definitely pointed out that VON WEUMANH is the sctual origince
tor of much clagsified data and coafidential information relative to experimental
weapons, bubt stated that to the best of his hknowledze and belief VON NIUMAIN has
always been very careful in the bkandling and rrotection of such clasgified in-
formation., In this connection, he polnted out that VO HEUMAIIN £nd he were
involved in cn incident at Los Alamos, Hew Mexico, in August, 1953 vhich wight
be connidered a procedural security violation, but stated that he does not
conzider that VOI IEUMAIL was actually responsible for this matter in any way.

In describing the incident, he stated that Dr. T. H. JOHNSON, Director of the
Divisicn of Research, ALC, Washington, D. C., and a lMr. ROEERT R. WILSON of

the Livermore, California, Laboratory, arrived at Log Alamos on a Sunday in the
forerart of Augnst, 1953, upon very short prior notice. These individuals
desired to obtain the opinions of Dr. VO HEWANN and Mr. TUCK relative to a
gatter in wvhich lr. WILSON was vitally concerned at that timz. They ezplained
however, that lMr, WIL3OHU could only spand & matier of a few hours at Los Alamos
and that it 1ad not been poszzible to furnish the AEC Security OfTicials at Loz
Alamoz sufficient data Tor them to furnish the appropriate clearances and rasses
for admission to the restricted or working areas at Los Alsros. Mr, TUCK advised
tkat there was no question in the mind of elther I, VO HEUMANN or himself, but
+hat Dr. JOHHSOW and Mr. WILSON were actually cleared for &y informtion in
cormection with the AEC program, but that VON HEUMANN dlg voice an objection to
discusaing any such information on the Sunday at The Lodge, a public kotel at

Loa Alsmos, and outside of the guarded or restricited arcas vhere all confidenmbiol
or clagsified work is normally performad. Mr. TUCK advised, bowever, that he
and VOII WEMMAIN eventuzlly acquiesced and did enter into & discussion of such

o wather in 2 room ot The Lodoe tecause of the desires of Dr. JOHUSCH ondhis
incistence that Mr. WILSON could not remain at Los Alamozs untll the following
Mondny. Mr. TUCK stated, however, that this discussion was commenced over the




.‘ ®e

AQ 116-18726

object of Dr. VOII HEUMAILNI, who appeared fully coznizant of +the fact that such
& discuszion should not hiove been commenced oupside of an appropriately
guarded or rectricted area. He further stated that neither he nor VO NEUMANN
discussced thelr work or anything that wos being done at Loz Alamos, and that
actuzlly, in hiz opinion, the data which were discussed was not of a highly
classified nature. Hz added that he is quite certvain that VON REUMANH bas
never made a practice of discussing any possibly clagsified Information in
hotel rooms or public placeg, and that he is npormally very discrset ard
carefvl in his conversations. He concluded that in his opinion VON HREUMANN
can be couplately trusted with confidential data.

Mr. HICEOLAS METROIQOLIL3, Group Leader, Theorectical Fhysics Division,
Univeraity of California at loz Alamos, advized that he bhas known and worked
vwith VON HEUMANI to & conslderable extent beitween 1948 and the present. He
haz algo had conziderable meial contact with VON NEUMANHN and his wife, and
advised spaficially that ke rot YVOMIE UEOGMAINT in Athens, Greece, in the Fall
of 1952, and abttended a Sclentiflc Congress with them at Constantinople a4
few days later. At the conclucion of the Congress he returned Yo Avhens with
them, but YVONIE NEUMALI then went on to Romz and he did not bave any further
contact vith them during that trip. He stoted thot neltber during this trip,
nor &t any other time, bas he ever known either Dr. or Mrg. VON NEULLRNH to
indicate that they presently have any close relative or rarticular contach
at any place in combinental Furope. He is cognlzant of the fact that lrs.
VO ILUMANH has a sister residing in Epgland, but is not acquainted with her
in any way.

M. METFOPOLIS stated that both VO NEULNHE and his wife are indivi-
duals of unimpeachable character, anld that they are absolutely loyul to the
United States and the democratic form of government. He added that he is
cure that both Dr. and Mrs. VO HEUMANH are "definitely anti-communist” in
their political rhilosophy or ideology. He has 'nown VO HEUMANN +o be an
active marber of the Awerican Matheratical Coclety, and the Awmerican Fhysical
Society, but has nmever known him to be affiliated with any other crgenizakion.
He sdviscd thabt the close associotes of I, VAN NEUMANN appeared to be limited
almost entirely to individuals with whom they have professionsl ccancctions
and that at Los Alamos he has known them to particularly associate with Mr.
and Mrs. STANISIAY ULAM and Mr. and lMrs. G. PO3STER EBVAINS., A% Princeton Unlver-
51ty he has known the VO FEUWANIS to be very iriendly with Profeasor H. D.
QYITHEE and with OSCAR MOECANSTEIN, bovh merbers of the faculvy there. EHe
indicated that ke considers all of these individuals to be loyal and reputable
citizens.

la. IETROFOLIS comeluded that hée hag only known VO WORAIE to be
very careful and conscientious in the protection of any possibly clossirfied
information, ond thot be conciders him to be entirely trustworthy with such
inforration.

. BLUGT G. CARLSON, Group Leader, Universliy of Californin at




*s

AQ 116-18726

Loa Alamos, advised that he bas worked with or for VON NUEUMANN during occasional
short periods between 1948 and the present, but that he has bad only very casual
outside or gocial contact with him., He stated that Dr. VON WEUMAWHN is a very
capable and respongible imdividual of good character, and that he has never had
any reason to question the loyalty of either he or hisz wife to the United States
or the democratic form of government. He further advised that to the best of
his Inowledge ndither Mr. or Mrsz. VON NEUMANH have any current contacts or
relatives outalde of the United States, and that they only tssociate with the
mosh reputable individuals. He concluded that to the best of his knowledge

Dr. VON HEUMAIN can be entirely trusted with confidentianl informztion.

Mr. GFRORGE FOSTER EVAI3 and his wife, CERDA LOUISE EVANS, Mathema-
ticiang, Univerzity of California at Los Alamos, advised that they have known
Dr. VA NEMMANN and his vife since about 1948. They have worked with the
VO NEUMAHNS at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Princeton University, and Los Alanos,
Hew lMzxico, on several occasions since that time. They have also been quite
cloze scocial friends and have frequently visited in each other's home. They
do not believe that elther Dr. VO NEUMANH or his wife has any close relative
presently residing outside of the United States except oms aister and at least
one nepnew of Mrs., VON NEUMAIT who presently reside in Fangland. They adviced
that lrs. VON NEUMAWN has indicated that she and her hustand are acquainted with
a Tew individuals that they believe to be still residing in Bungary, but that
she hag never indicated that they havelnd any recent contact with such individwals.

¥r, and Mra. EVANS both stated that VOI NEWANU and his wife are en-
tirely loyal to the United States and the democratic form of government, and
that they are more pronounced in their statements indicating such loyalty
thau the average citizen. They further advised that to the best of their
knowledge all of the relatives of employee and his wife resgiding in the United
States are very respectable people and are. loyal to the United States. They
have known VON IBUMALN as & former precident of the Awericon lathematical
Society and to be affiliated with the American Phycical Soclety, but they
have never known either VOII WEUMALN or his wife to be affiliated with any
other orgemization. Mr. and Mrs., EVANS stated that to the best of their
knowledge all ascoclates of VON NEUMANN end his wife have been entirely re-
sponsible and loyal individwals., At Los Alamoc they have known the VON NEULANKNS
to moat frequently associate with Lr. and Mrs. J. CARSON MARZ, and with Mr. and
YMrs, STARISIAY ULAM. They concluded that VO HEUMANH has always sppeered %o be
very security conacious in regard to confidential inforration, and they conasider
him to be entirely trustworthy.

lra. LOIS ILE®S, Secretery, University of Californis at Los Alamos,
advised that ghe bhas bad some contact with Dr. VO IWEUMAIN during his visits
and work at Los Alawos, but that such contact has been limited entirely 4o
business and such matters as his accormodstlions aund resecrvationz. 3She atated
that to the best of her keovledge he is a respectable individual and a loyal
citizen. She Turther advised that during the visits of VON NEUMANKN and his
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wife to Loz Alamoa, they have only resided at the Lodge and never been furniched
any type of private residentlial accommodations.
NEIGHBORS AID ACQUAINTARCES

At Log Alanmoz, New Maxico

¥rs. FLSIE MARSH, Zia Company Housing Office, advised that records
of that office do not reflect that the employee has ever been furnished any
type of private residential quarters at Los Alamos. She advised that to the
bect of her knowledge, VON NEUMANN and his wife have always resided at The
Lodze during thelr occagional vigits to Loz Alamos.

Mr. ROBERT E, CARAVAY, lanager, and Mr. ARNOLD SHOLD, Assistant
Manager, The Lodge, los Alamos, each advised that he hua known VON NEUMARY
and his wife as occasioral residents at The Lodge during short periods of tims
over the lagt five or gix years. Each stated that they have alway:z conducted
themzelves in & very respoctable manner and appear to be enbtirely responsible
individuvals. Each ctated that ke has never had any reacson ©o questlon the
loyalty of VO NEUMANH or his wife in any recpect, ard that they only appear
to associate with the very "top" scientists at Los Alamoa.

Mr, STANISLAY MARCIN ULAM, lMatheratician, University of California
at Loz Alamos, advised that he first met Dr. VO HEUMANKN during a trip he made
to0 Poland in 1935, &and that he bhas had congiderable contact with him in the
United States since about 1938. He explained, however, that within that period
they have usvally been affilisted with different Universities and his contact
with VOIl FBUWALL bas been only intermittent and somevihat limited to coclal
visits vhenever possible. He indlcated, however, that he and his wife conszider
themselves to be rather intirate friends of Dr. ani Mrs, VON WEUMANN.

YMr. ULAM stated %l Dr. VOU IEWANN and his wife are individuals of
unimpeachable character and habits and that Dr. VON HEUMANN is & world renowned
and restected mathematician., He stoted that since he and his wife becanme
raturalized citizenz of this country, there has never been any question about
their complete loyalty to the United States and the democratic form of govern-
ment. He forther advised that to his knowledge, Mrs. VON HEUMANN basg one
gister presently residing in England, but they do not have any other relatives
or pariicularly close conbtacts outside of the United States. Mr. ULAM hasg
koown Dr. VOH UEUMAWN as & very active member of the American Fathematical
Soclety ond the Amsrican Physilcal Society but has never known either he or his
wife to be afriliated with any other organizaticn. He also stated that in hils
oplnion, both Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife are "extremely conservative” in their
political ideology and philosophy and they have never been affiliated with any
possibly questionable organization.

In regard to the agsociates of Dr. and lrs. VON IEUWALN, Mr. ULAM

e




&

foo ; ’
‘.’.’

A0 116-18726

stveted that they have only associanted with very reruteble, loyal citizens
vho are eminent figures in various sclentific fields. ¥He advised that he
kas frequently observed a professor of economics namad O3CAR NORGANSTEIW
to visit in employee's how2 et Princeton Univercity, and indicated that
to the best of his knowledge, MORGANSTEIN i an entirely respecisble and
loyal individual. He concluded that he definitely believes that Dr., VOH
NEUMALI can be entirely trvsted with any confidential information or re-
stricted data and pointed oubt that he actually originates a great deal of
such data in the Tield of atcmic energy.

CREDIT

At Banta Fe, How lMexico

Mr. BERT BROUHN, lMapager, llerchant's Credit Service, which covers
Loz Alamoz, Hew lMaxico, advised that the records of that agency do not cone-
tain any information relative %o the employee or hisz wife.
RIMINAL

At Log Alamos, Hew Msxico

The records of the Los Alamos Police Dapartwent were checked with
negntive results in that they do not reflect any eriminal data relative to
employee or his wife.

MISCELLAWEQUS

At Los Alawmos, llew Mexieo

The files of the AEC Security Branch reflect that on August 10, 1953,
information was furniched to the AEC by a confidential source indicating that
a possible procedurcl cecurity violation had been commitied at Los Alamoz on
August 9, 1953, by Dr. T. H. JOHNSON, Director of Divigcion of Research, AUC,
Veshington, D. C.; M. ROBERT R, WILSCH of the Livermore (Californiz) Labora-
tory; lr. JAMES L. TUCK, ard Dr, JOHII VOIT IIFUMAIN, in that they discuszed
possibly clagsified watter in & room at The Lodse, a public hotel located
outaide of the restricted areas at Los Alsmos. The files reflect that IIr.
TUCK was lmterviewed by AEC security officials and furnished information
corresponding to thet attributed to him above and indicating thet although
cuch a discussion was held, it was not at the instigation, and in fact was
over thz cbjection of lr. TUCK and VO NEUMANN. Instant filez further reflect
thats VON HEUMAITH was also interviewed by AEC security oificials; that he ex-
plained the dsta that were discussed tn that occasion, snd ctated that he had
been reluctant to participate in a discussion of this nature on o Sunday and
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outside of the restricted area, but had done =0 av the requect of Dr. JOMI30H.
8o far aas reflected by the files, no further action vag taken by the LEC in
regard to this matter, and the files do not contain any other information
unfavorable to VOU NEUMARNHN, excep®t as previously furnished to the AEC.

The files of the AEC Security Branch ot Loz Alamos further reflect
that information relative to the below listed individuals, all described as
cloze agsociates of VOH HEUMANN, bag previously bzen furnished +to the AEC:

1. ¥LARA DAN VOH HEUMANN - SF - 22329 (wife)
2. JORDAN CARSON MARK -~ 3 - 12818

3. STANISIAW MARCIU ULAM - SF - 21234

4., TRATCOISE ULAM - 3 - 81293 « SF

5. GEORGE FOSTER EVANS - 3 - 12799

6. CERDA LOUISE EVANS ~ 3 - 27383

- RUC -
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O]ﬁce Memoratidum + vNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Tolson

10 + MR. A. H. BELMORY Vg - p DATR: April 13, 1955 md;mé
. 1 | Belm‘:::
Tow + 1 ro? 35195 -
. Ro R ROAC AL’- ;NFOR&M“G%CS?E?%M@} )\-‘:n 5 > v l}:arsons
Hzf;gva%z?mms FED . ) Tomm
x“. - - 552 2 AW 5700

SUBJECT : DR. JOHN VON NE»U‘IMLN”N' DATE ~/~=' QA‘ BY w2Ale ’/‘i&" ﬂé ?iznterrowd___

COMHISSTONER, ATOMIC ENERGY COMUISSION s Helloman
. Gandy

Reference is made to my memorandum to you dated - A%ﬁp}

April 11, 1955, advising that Liaison Agent Bates had contacted
Dr. Von Neumann on April 8, 1955, and explained to him the

~—Bureay "e~responsibilities and jurisdiction under the Atomic
Energy Act. At that time, Dre. Von Neumann indicated that he
would like to make a tour of the Bureau's facilities.

On April 11, 1955, Dre. Von Neumann advised Bates that
he would like to come over to the Bureau on April 12, 1955, to
see the Bureau's facilities. Dr. Von Neumann came to the Bureou
at 11:20 AM., on April 12, 1955, and was taken on a tour by
Tour Leader John Pollard and Liaison Agent Bates. In view of a
prior commitment at 12:45 P.M., Dr. Von Neumann was unable to
spend as much time as he would have liked. He saw some of the
Laboratory facilities and asked o number of questions about the
Bureau's operations.

Fhen leaving, Dr. Von Neumann expressed his appreciation
SJor the time given him and stated he desired to come over again
when he had more time as he would like to complete the tour of
the Bureau's facilities.
ACTION:

Nonee This is submitted for your information.
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1l - Licison Section
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ' ’

O]ﬁce Memomnd%m « UNITED STATES GOVEI;NMENT

‘s\

To i MR. A He BELMOMFSEE DATE.  January 3, 1956
:’ A Yy 3,

Tolson
FROM : MR. RB. R« ROACH \%f By l1;dman
o o
} g @ /) ,ﬁ"s'*’j /1 —/ Ha:bo t
SUBJECT:  DR. JOHN VON NEUMANN) COMMISSIONER ' Mohr —
ATOMI ¢ ENERGY C’OMISSI oN ( AEC ) Rosen

Tamm

Sizoo

¥interrowd
Bryan LaPlante of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC)Tc:Reer
advised Liaison Agent Bates on December 29, 1955, that it had Gauy
recently been discovered that Dr. Von Néumann has a very
advanced case of cancer. He is taking daily radiation itreatments
at Walter Reed Hospital. The cancer is located in the shoulder
area and has affected his equilibrium and motivation. He cannot
walk without assistance. LaPlante stated that this condition was
Sirst discovered in August, 1955, and has progressed rapidlye.
LaPlante has talked to Dr. Shields Warren of Boston who is
treating Von Neumann and from the conversation it is only a
matter of time until the cancer will prove fatal. Dre. Von Neumann
mokes every effort to come to the office on each day but on
several occasions has had to be taken home.

LaPlaﬁte stated this injformation is only known to a
}few top people in the AEC and that no publicity at all(?gs been

put out concerning it. ALLINF Rﬁ%%? AN v

ACTION: : Dﬁ%& ’"\'cmsss. Fg i% /5.77/ .

This is8 jfor your confidential znformatzon.
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108 NEUMANM: ' ' _
DR._JOH - MANN OF THE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMITTEE TODAY WAS
g?nv "i\§E§MI AWARD == A MEDAL, CITATION AND $56,000 iIN

BIAPEST, HUNGARY, FOR HIS "OQUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS® To THE
DETGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF COMPUTING MACHINES USED IN ATOMIC
RETARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. "
'MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE," THE CITATION SAID, VON NEUMANN "FORESAW
THETMPORTANT AND NECESSARY ROLE THEY WOULD PLAY AND THE CONTROL AND
E)F ATOMIC ENERGY AND TO THE GENERAL ADVANCEMENT OF THE ARTS AND

SCIECES FOR THE BENEFIT OF MANKIND.
TK AWARD, AUTHORIZED BY CONGRESS IN 1954, WAS RECOMMENDED FOR VON

NEUMA‘N BY THE AEC'S GENERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE WITH THE APPROVAL OF‘

RESIENT EISENHOWER.
'IT "5 IN MEMORY OF FERMI, THE ITALIAN~BORN NUCLEAR SCIENTIST wuoss

PIONEEL yORK LED THE WAY TO CONTROLLED RELEASE OF ATOMIC ENERGYe
4 2»"* P1954A
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