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1. DATE 

3. DATE•TIM! GROUP 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT· 10073 "RECORD CARD 

2. LOCATION 

Vie i nity 
Lo vel l nn.d t Texas _ 

• 4 

.. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 

. Local - 1 1 f.\ 0 ... () ·,, :-\ 0 1IS'I' :0~'--Ground- Visual . 
5 D Ground-Radar 

n .. -~ '0 .. ~() '" 
· I~~~G;M~~l~P~====U::'·:':=:=~ ~===~==========~~~;O~A;i;~~V~i~su==o~I--------~D~A~f~r·~l~nt~e~r~e~•P~t~R~o=d~a~r-

5. PHOTOS . 6. SOURCE 
C Yes 

:Cl' .No C i v i l i an 

12. . 

0 
0 
D 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

-------------------------------------~--------------------~---------------------1 1. LENCTH OP'.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 9. COURSE a-~ 

3 so c o nd s to ·..:: tni n s on :~ 

10. BRIEP SUMMARY 01' SIGHTING 

varie d 
11. COMMENTS 

0 
0 

• 

• • 

CONCLUSIONS 

W11s Balloon 
Probohly Balloon 
Possibly Balloon 

Was Aircraft 
Probably Aircraft 
Po ssi bl y Ai rcroft 

Was Astronomical 
Prohohly Astronom;eol 
Possibly Astronomical 

Other I ~ Cl ] ~ ·1 ; ''" h i n ·i n.:.:.: 
= · ' 5 • Insufficient Data for Evaluation 

Unlcnown 

'1'l~ if? c :u52 trizgQ r ed o f:f lllOr0 thai_1 300 J;ftor ve r y e .\: 1.:::nsivc c h u <.;: :.s ::: n d 
~ .u:1 1 larly . desc !'l. l.Jed r enorts w~ttn. n. r~ deta iled iHvest i Fations ::; -:' t ho 
I.J cJ a y p e J;' J. o d because or t he n a .: l. o u .. ,.. . ... . ~> , -: ., 
w l d e p u b 1 i c i t y and so 1 1 sa t i on a l is en :; i v e r 1~ 1 r i ' o 1' c e n! 1 c1 w ~ t. h c o r:1 p _Le ·c e c o .1. • 

bv t !1e ·)re S.3 , l'c:t~ i o and TV . Qval 01' labor at ion W l L i1 both .A ir .!..i'oreo :?.:: 
rbund sha·_.)ed 0 0J·act , ~anerallv bl u is l1-

• • Y. no J l - ~; o v e l' n l ~H~ 11 t a l s c :.:.. 0 n t i s t s i L wa s white or ~£reenish - - white i n eolor . . . I • . ,., coucl '"tdod th ,tt t-he s l. :~' ·l ·· · l,.l -; - ,·-:-. · · 'r 11 ~~ s i. z G and m a n s u v 9 .I..' s of t h u o h j .. -~ · .... - ~ ' c , ;:j 
v a r i o d w i t 1: d i :i f a ~: en t \. 6 ) o b s o r v e r s , d u e to a v cry rare p h e; ~ o in 2 n a , b a ll 
wili ch ran n·c-)d im the s i ze o .r" a bt.'.S ~(C t 1 i p;h t n i n g- . 
ba 11 t o gt)o feet i n lc n g th , a J. thou:;h 
-: h e majority re <) o r t ill[,.': that the ovj 
hoV 2 l~o'd above ti1c g round . Most o f th~ 
obse1·vers s t ated t ha t t he obj af } ecl e d 
qr s torn)(? d ~hei r c a r s i )· n i tlon . Dura tihn o ~ si g/1tin ~rs ro.n c~ e d "fm 2 ~0~.;~.; 
~ o ' .1: m l t1 s • } (;·1.1 J. f J. (' ~1. ... 1 t to n o t -=- t 11 a ~ ~ l 'T b u t on e . o o s B .c v e .e th? n t J_ o : 1 ~ cJ I J_ ~- h t ·-
nlu ... : o~ J. "L ':.l~ :tciKJ..n~:. f .t ashe s 8c. tne (;·::~1.stal1ce o f ra:tn o r m1.~t .ln cf' :~ ~-t·.:~ ~~ ~> 
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~----------------------------------------------~---------------------~----------------------· 

• 

3. 

• 

U. S. A I R F 0 R C E T ~ C H HI CAL I H F 0 R MAT I 0 H SHE E T 

Thit quautionnoire hos been prepared ao that you can give the U. S. Air Force as much 
lnfctmation QS pOJ$ibl!t concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you hav& observod. 
PJoose try to onJwer 01 many questions aa you poaalbly can. The Information that you give will 
b, us•d fer resf)Orch p~rposes, and will bo regarded as confidential material. Your narn$ will not 
biJ uaed In co.,nection with ony statements, concluaiona, or publication• without your perml3slon. 
w, roq"'''' this p.~rsonal Information so that, If It Is deemed neceasory, we may contact you for 
furthor d#rails. 

~- -- ~ ---- - . ~------------ -- ---~---- ----- -- - - -- -------

-
/ ,. ' 

( ' / . . 2. Time of day: 
Hour 

,.....,- =-
Oay Month Y•ar (Circle One): A.M. P.M. 

Tlm~t zo.,~: 
(Circ!~ One): o. Eastern (Circ:le One): a. Daylight Saving 

b. Central b. Standard 
e. Mountain 
d. Poci fie • 

•• Or her 

N•or••• Po~;' Addr~•t .r) . ! . / /' l . .... cu"l' ..:..,_~·0.~."~." I / l ' . J. 
Additional ,.,morka: _.. ...... ·- _ ....... ...._.· ..;...' .:...··-~--·· _, _ . _ .. ___ ,'"'-... _. ·_- _____ . __ _._ __ ._. _ ·'- '-..;.· -----------

Stote or Countr'l 

S. Eatimot~ how long you sow th~ obiect. 
Hours Minute a Secondt 

5.1 Circle or.a of the following to indicate how certain you ore of your answer to Question 5. 

a. Certoin 
b. Fairly certain 

6. Vihat waa th• :~r.d i tia1 of the sky? 

(Circl" On~;: c. Bright daylight 
b. Dull daylight 
c. Bright twilight 

c. Not very sure 
d. Just a guess 

d. Just a trace of day I ight 
,i;:. No trace of daylight 

• Don't remember 

7. IF you &aw th3 obiect during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where wa$ the SUN located O$ you looked ot 
tha obiact? 

(Circle Ono} : a. in front of you d. To your left 
b. In oock of you e. 0'1erheod 
c. To your right f. Don• t romember 

t 

-- ...... ---.. 
------------------------~---------· -------- --- ----- - _____ ... 
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S. IF you saVf thl) oujoct, ot NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what did you notic., concerning th~ STARS and MOON? 

S. l ST /,RS (C ;rclc Ono): 8.2 MOON (Circf" One}: 

a. Nom' o. Bright moonlight 

b. A f l>: W b. Dull moonlight 

c. Many c. No rnoonllght - pitch dark 

cL Don't r~ur.om!:Htr d. Don't remember 

t-- ·· --·---··..-- ~ -- --·-----------·-~------··-------------------·-----

9. Wen th, ~b;et: t brighter than the backgr~und of the s1cy? 
.. . ---

. /' 

(Clrcl" IJne.l: a~ )'as . b. No · c. Don't rem~mber 
\ \ . / 

· ----------·--------~------~7.~~---------------------------------------------------------4 . 
10. IF It w" s BR ICH fER THAN the sky background, was the brlghtn~sJ like that of on automobll" heodlluht?: 

(Circle One) a. A mile or more away (a distant cor)? . 

b. Severo! blocks away? 

c:. A block owoy? 

d. Several yards away? 

e. Oth~r 

• , , ....... 

+---------- ------- ---- - -------·----------------------------1 
11. Old th" object: (Circle One lor each question) 

a. Ap~'3CJr to stand ctill at any time? Yes --Net- Don't Know 
b. s~dde nly s poed vp and rush away at cny tirne? Yos No Don't Know 
c . Brcok up inf o pllrts or e xplode? Yes No Don't Know 
d. Give off s moko? Yes No Don't Know 
e. Change brightne ss? Yes No Don't Know 
f. Ch.,nge shape? Yes No· Don't Know 
g. FBcker, th.·ob, or pulsate? Yos No Don't Know 

• 
12. Did the ob ject movCJ bahind som~thing ct anytime, particularly a cloud? 

(Circle One); Yes .No · Don't Know. IF you answered YES, than t.-11 what 

it moved beh ind:. ---------------------------------------------------·---

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

• 

---------------------------•w ----- --- - ------ __ _ ____ " _______ , ________ __, 
13. Did th!!t ob ject move in front of something at anytime, particularly a cloud? 

(Cire li} One): Yes Don't Knnw. IF you answered YES, than tell what 
It rno'"ad in front of: - --- - - -·---- - ------·---- ----------

14. Did the ob i ~d oppeor: (Circle On~): .ro":. Solid? b. Transpare nt? c • Don't :<now. ...__ 
-

15 • Did you observe the objoct through ony of the following? 

a. Eyeglasses Yes No e. Binoculars Yes No 
b. Svn glo s ses Yos No f. TGiescope Yes No .- Winds hie Jd Yes No Thaodol lt" Yos N·a . c ' g • 

-.....; ' 

d. W!ndow g loss Yos No h. Other -
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16. Toll In o few words the following thlnga abovt th• oblect. 

• 
17. Drow o picture thot will show th• shape of the obiKt or obl.cta. Lobel o"d Include In your •"•tch ony detalle 

oF the obt•ct thot you aaw 1uch 01 wlngt, protrvtlona, etc., on&l etp.clally exhou1t tr\JIIa or vapot trollt. Place 
an artow ~~Ide the drawing to 1how th. dlrectl• the oblect was n.ovlnt• 
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18 • The Gel~• of the obfect were: 

(Cfrcl.- One): a. Fuzay or ~furred •· Other 
b. Like a bright atar 
c. Sharply outlined 
d. Don't rern••" ber • 

• 

19. IF there wot MORE THAN ONE oblect, then how fllOny w•r• th.re? 
Draw a plctute of how th•y W$7• orro"gecl, and put on arrow to 1how th• dlrectiM that they wert traveling • -------------------------------· 
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20. Draw g plctvre 1Y..ot w!ll show th4 motion that th• obi•ct or.o\,JectJ mad•. Place on "A• et the beginning 
..,f the poth, a •a• o~ tne und of th., path, ond ahow any, chan(~•• In dir$ctlon dwing the cour11e. 
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21.. Jr P0-5S!6LE, tty to guess -ot estimate what the r~al slxe of the obJect waa In Its longest dim•nslon. 

________ f~e·t. 

22. How forge did the obiect or cbl.,ct~ oppear a~ compcw~ with on. of tfle following obi•ctJ held in the honJ 
end at <:bo"' or.,'s length? 

(Cirde One): a. Head of a :>In g. SilvGr doltar 
b. Pea h. Ba:~eball 
c. Dirtttr • I • Gropafruit 
d. Nicket I· BaskEttholl 
o • Quarter lc. Orhar 
f. ·Half d:tlfar 

22.1 (C irde Ona of the fo!!owing to lndlcc?a how e0rtoln you cr~ of your answer to Ques,lan 22. 
a. Cert-=-in 
b. Fuirly cert~ln 

c. Not votJry sur• 
d, Uncertairt 

. 

• 

~-------------------------·-· --~~·~----------------------------~-----------------------------------~ 
23, How d ld 'he oblect or obif!ch d isapp~ar from visw? 

24. In order that you can glva oa cl.or a plctur• oa po:ul~l• of w,at you aaw, w• would II"• for you to lmagln• that ~ou t::<»uld 

conatruc• the obl•ct that you sow. Of what type rnat•rlal would you maSte It? How lorg• woulcl It be, and w"ot ahope 

would It hove? D•Jcrlbe In your ow11 word• o !ammon a!alect or oblech which whctn ploc.d up In the aJcy woutcl give tn• 
•am• opp.-oronce oa th• obJ•c.t whldt you aaw. 
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I>;:·;:i;DIATE AREA HAD EXPERIEt.!CED POH~R F/\ILU f~E I N HIS TJ<UCK AT 

A??:WXI:-iATE TII1E Oil THIS SIGHTHJG PD HlVi::STIGATIOI~ PJWVED THAT~ 
• 

~OTOJ:~ Hl~D BEE:N CHANGED ON THE FAH:1ERS TRU CK THE PREVIOUS DAY PD -

-

onz PIECE OF TID~ 9LD flOTQR HAD NO~ E~:?.i·I PE[·iOVED Ai'D EAD ~·JEDGED I N 

OPi:~/~TIVS PD THIS STATE112i~ T tiAS OBTt-.IIlED FRO~ : THE; ;1F,CHANIC HHO 
• 

~-!t\IJ ;{ii;,llll~.iD TI~E .TRUCK PD 1\F FOH~·1 112 ~·JIL L F OLLO~.J t~s SOON AS • 

POSSIGLJ:.: ?D ZI·iJ 
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CCt-_ DI TICJ NS I·~IGHT HAVE D.t:VELOPED TO ERir'JG AI:CUT ST ELtj; o FI RE OR 

Tl!E LIKE PD 2. PCSSIBILITY OF [XC~. SS EURnir\G GAS FP.CI· OIL 

CP EP .t,'I IC.,tiS REFLECTION OF}' 4 · .... FOCT CLCUD COVER PD 3. PCSSILIL ITY 

Cl;-1J-c~if.L]J PtAfL~"'! LfNZ" SkYARKrt--.G CFF ~if.T G RGU1'!D­
( 
' SL:RV I CJ:: C 0 IS C HZCK I hG wITH Rt:A COOPS Ci'~ ANY 

'POU::~R LI NES I i~TO AREA FOR FAILU~E PD SCUTHUESTE.Ri'. IS PC~/Jf:R 

C0~·1PAi\Y !N AR'ZA PD TH ZY \JILL PHOi\t: It-.FO ~ZC S IVED TC REESE AF~ 

1.{10 HI LL FCRTJ ARD TC THIS CRTANIZATION PD DR RALPHS UtJER\~JOOD Ct~ r·l 

T~:XAS TE:C;1 ASTRONCt":Y EIPZRT C~.t~ STATED TH/\T THZ FOLLC\·Jl !G 

OGSSIFILITIES EX ISTED AS HE UNDERSTCCD THl:: SIG HTI ~·lG CLN NA1UH AL 

P:-t C:NOLSNA NOT FULLY UtlD.ZRST l~ND err; POSSI FLY CAUSZD EY RAIN Cl·~i ·: 

1\ t·~D HZ STAT::·n THAT THE POSSIBILI1Y .r!:XISTZ.D TrtAT TH2Y Cl\hE FROh 

OUTER SPACE 5JT HE PER SCi ~ ALLY DID ~·!CT P::LIEV£ T ~·~ I S TO F 2 THE CAs: 

PD DR unDERH OC ~ ALSO COt·:CURED tJI1 H NUi·:BF:ns ONE: AND TliJO A r ovr. PD 

Et·:D P~CLir ·. I NA~·:' ?..:::PORT PD AF FCRL 112 HILL FCLLCl.·: AS SCC~\ AS 

POSSII-LS PD SND 
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I~:.v;::r.r.~~HD, ·4.·.r:."~ "rrur~ U8iT• c \...,E 
2 lTov~t!lber 1957 

:Vi ve tt~i tnesaes relX>rt oeeing obJect~ in the vicini·ty of 
Lev~llancl. Te:.<a:. on !;he night or 2 ~member 19.57. The time re:oorted 
'tv t heae witne~sea is betw~en 2.300 and 2400 ho\l.rs. ~"':1e eeueral d3~-
erip~ioD of tha u7o• o is that they ware rouD' to oval in :l o.nd 
r~aed traa t.b._, alze of' a baseball to a. ba3ketball. The colora 
r~ported '"-ere white with a greenish tint, blue, reddisb glov, red am 
e flasn ot• ''hite li~t. Several at tlle w1~neases rerA>rted that th.e 
eng1ne of th~ir co~: Cied due to elactrioal dia,urbences. rl•ue utu.~­
tion of roost of these s1gbt1.DB.J was a.:r:>rroo:ixretel.y t-JeV~ral ceconds • 
.A.~ 2045 on 1~ November 1957, a \Ji tnesa reported nn U?O 33 red ::And 'tha 
l'i~e ot a b.:lskb·tball, COD:-1e0ted to a l:trgsr da.r~er obj9Ct by T.ofh...t~ 
ap,earsd to be a c;abl~. ~\ftar a p,ro:dmetely three or four minutea 
the object rose oal d!~J:::tppeared 1n~o the base of' tll~ cloud3. 

Th.-a weatha: at the tiLe of the aigl1tings on 2 .Hove1nber 19.:57 • 
-.;aa a l;.OO' overcast, Tisi bili ty three miles, light nnd vnrie.ble. 
'i~ere ~3s a dri~zl.a or. llch·t rain throughout the r.>eriod o nd the 
~ea hacl been subjec tied to heavy thunderstorms j~Dt ~ior to tb.e 
sightinga. The \ie!ltO.er on the 4tn or november 1957, t'-tick 4l.eavy 
elouda and light rain. 

It is conclnued th!:1; the cause ot t !.1e sibl:lti~s on 2 i !ovenber 
1157 • ,,.,aa p:::~~bly due -to n. p~1.enomena Irno._n a s 11 l3all Li. t-~h.tniDJ3•. 
The ~ause tor ~e ~itnesses cars stoppi~ could b~ ~~tributed to 

· t~t~ :.;udd.en di~ posit ion ot moisture on diatri b~ tor :pF~ta • ~o.r-ecially 
if Ol..)isture co.ndansatir.)n nuclei ".-:ere enhanced by incr~~sed at:nos• 
pherio ionization. In one instance a faultj' distributor ••a3 deter­
tlined as being the cause for the moi;or ::;to~p-3ge. 

fJ."he ohject sight~ on 4 nov~tr.be:r 1937, wa s probably 
ba lloon wi til the sate·ty licnt '~hicll is .;tttacaed to these 

a wea·th.er 
balloons 

t?r ni r~'ht launchin;rs. • .. -.---. ...... ··---·--~,------·· 
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Pt-GE . Tt~O RJt4FLB .1 
• • 

A. SOUND AND SIGHT 

B. UNKNOWN 

C. UNKNOWN 

D. UNKNOWN 

E. LANDED 

• 

• • 
\ 

• . ' 
.· /' • • • • 
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, .· / .,....;• " ·r· •' . , .. . ~ ~ 
.. _, • .,J~ 
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F. OBSE 

EIGHT MI 

ORTED SWING OBJECT FOR APPROMIMATELY 
( 

' 

-s·~ J:.. • \ 
• 

·'----· --· 
3. 

.4.. GROUND VISUAL 

B. NONE 
~·. 

. . 

- ··- .. -·- - ______ ___ _, 

• 

4• 

·-

Ito a 
A. FIRST SIGHTED PRIOR TO 0~0 

1957- EXACT HOUR UNKNOWN 
• 

B. NIGHT 

- . . - . -

:;::_) (" ..-- , \ 
I .~i ~ J :l ~ , ~-.._ s J 

HOURS ZULU TIME, 3 

5. IN AND AROUND LEVELLAND TEXAS 
- . 

~. ·- . . -
• 

A. CIVILIANS-SHERRir·WIN CLEM, 
.I 

• 
• -- • • 

) I 

PAG~ THREE RJ~·IFLB 1 -

• 

NOVEMBER 

• • • 
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LEVELLAND, TEXAS, AND THE LITTLEFIELD HIGHtvAY PATROl. 
• 

UNNAl•lED. AGES, f1AILING ADDRESSES AND OCCUPATION OF E/\CH 

INDIVIDUAL UNKNOWN • 
• 

B. N/A (! ., 
! ' ( \ I I • ,.. ..._ ... 

t.' • ......, • 7 • A. l1NKNOt~N r · \ 
B. 6, ~~rJ-150/18, QPNPPPAQUPXt&ITN QYNPPAWEPXETN WPNPPPA / ·· ~· 

• 

t~R?XETN EPNPPPA\PJTPXYTN TPNPPPAWRTXYTN 

c. 121 0QJ FEET. 

D. 15 MILES. 

E. 7/10. 

F. NONE 

8. NONE 

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

9. REESE AFB, TEXAS, PROVOST MARSHALL- MAJOR DANIEL R. KESTER 

VIITED THE ALLEGED SCENE IN CONJUNCTION t•TITH LOCAL CIVIL 
~~ 

10. UN1<NOWN 
• • • ' .. 

.. tt-.;·- SAMUEL GOLDSTEIN, CAPTAIN, USAF, ASSISTANT tlfiNG OPER­

ATIONS OFFICER. NO IDEA OF THE POSSIBLE CAUSE OF SIGHTING. 

12. NONE 
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SUBJ: Request for Air Science Div131on Review of Levalla:ad Case 

ball lightning can hover above the ground, and blue-whito llght (tho 
color moat reported) is a characteristic~ color. (Sea brief axc~rpt 
from an authoritative source from reaearch dona on the subject.) 

4. Request that applicable personnel of Air Sciences Divioion, in 
collaboration with other ATIC units necessary, determine or giva their 
viewpoints in regard to the following "missing fncto~' of the hypotheais: 

a. \Vhat effect does nearby lightning d1scharge3 have on the 
electrical circuits, or voltage potential? 

b. Could oil vapor (rrom thepearb1 oil fields) suspended in the 
water droplets in the air be ignited to cause an eAplo31on, or a ball 
of light somewhat similar to a flaoh-bulb lightf lYiist. heavy cloud3 
and a very low ceiling existed at that time. 

s. Fonnal request in writing 1a made because the case file will 
undoubtedly be sent to Washington a.:rliJ../or turned ovdr to the TV group, 
tomorrow. 

6. To satisfy both the demands of Headquarters USAF, and to possibly 
incprporate this in the ma·cer1al required by the aforementioned writers 
and story researchers due in tomorrow, your cooperation in thia matter 
would be appreciated. 

3 J.ncla 
l. 

• 

• 

!,~Jl- • 

GEORGEIT. GREGORY 
Captain USAF 
UFO Project Officer 
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Anal-vst' s Col.'_ments or Conclu s lon3: 
a e a ••" rs - - ------- ------

"B~ll I.~lr.,htnin~ " -

1. In the op inion. of the unde:csignE~rl., ~.f to r careful 
s (~arc'h, stud~· , and C0"13ldera t i on of nll d n ta avui lnb l f; , the 
phenonenon was undoubtedly related to t he r"1eteol.,Ol 0gic a l 
conditions that existed in the area at that tima: rag , 
light rain, mist, very low ceiling (l~O feet) and 11.ghtning 
disc~arg~s. ~ ·he latter wera definitel~ established through 
the resultn of numArotls investigative reports. 

2. .l:'robably contributin~ to the uhen.omenon were the 
oil fires that \-Iere also b u m in[~ in the vicinity. An oil­
sat·lra ted mist is capable o.f' uroducing a tt fl u crescent g lown 
(ns described} upon exci t at:ton froM a li~htnin r,; d.i. s char gP, . 

3. In surnr.1atlon, all of t h e ab ove ~rere c onducive t o a 
"ball lightning" mani f esta tion -- a fleld, of ·Hh.Lch v e r "Y 
littl e is known by admis s ion of 1-1.ri t e rs a nd a uthorities 
the 'ns elve s (Dr. ~ohn 'l'romb.ridge , Enclop. An.; Pr•of . T . A. 
Blair, Univ. of ~e ~raska, ~·feather Ele~dnt s , among ot hers ). 

·--·, \ ., . . . t } J -- \~~--
~ "' . . 

L~. ,\ All s-R~ in a g reement, however, of the following , 

• 

• 

· wh ich, significantly, are the almost exa c t c lla.racteristics 
and descriptions of the "Levelland phenome :1a " : 

• 

a. Br.~ll lightning can take many unusua l or weird 
spherical or elli~tical shap~s. 

b. It is predominantly brilliant blue-or bluish ­
vThi teo in color • 

c. It can float slowly some distanc e above the 
ground. 

• 

5. The close '9roximity of ball lightntn~ · or lightning 
discharg es is capable of ionizing the air that may, in turn, 
e1'fect moisture-laden ignition components ( )f a motor v ehicle. · 
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• 19 February 1958 

REa Prime Source in Levelland UFO Caae 

During the course of the investigation at Levelland, 
all attempts possible ~ere made to locate 
truck driver and prime source in the sighting. 

Contrary to newspaper reports, source did not live 
in Levelland. He was from outside the city and could not 
be contacted by the sheriff of Hockley County. 
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Mi l i tl'H' Itl 1\ t 1) Cii !l f1)l' Ht }€'asl 
a JHl·linll n 1r ~ Ill\ .. .. t !gJ t ion. 

li JICH' HS .\1".\ltT 
~ i :.: h i l ll"' \)l tJ ... uuj ~·ct 0\'e l' the 

'Yhit •• ~ m,l:o- Pr•J\-.n~ Ground in 
N(>\\' ;\[1•xi c •l Wt.•rt! mad~ 17 hours 
ar> trr h~ tw~J diffPrent mil itar:• 
pol k~.· ;l tti't)ls. The sight in~s w<>r<> 
n r-.H hut~k· ·rs u:;ed in the fir:-t 
.Hom ic !>•>rn ll Pxplosion. 

I On~ ')f the two-man pdf rois 
'I s .tid th~ bri~ht object spotted · 

;;;unJ ty e\·~·uin~ w~s about ~00 
1 

{)!' J t)l ) f,·~ t lung ~nd djsapp!ared 
· into th t> .sky ""ft·~r blinking on llnd 

J!'r. Anotht-c- patrol said a bright 
•>hkct .ipottecl early Sunday 

. mornin:;: descend~ t1ntll lt was 
ah•>ut ;)4) yard~ abovP the A-bomb 

1 l>nnkt-r-t. tht.•n fadPd. 
Ol'fi.::ht-. el f th~ pro\ ing ground 

sai"t t h~ ph~nomen.t h.trl nothin~ 1 

t1' d1J \\. ith :w \· ac t i VIt\' at tht- I 
• • I 

I>.•:H-. A P~nla:{un ~!>"'k~sman sa id • 
n" 'tll(:i.tl r.~port \\. 3~ re-ceiv~d on I 
th~ rt•porlt•u ~l!w ~I:> -c:ico s i ght- ~ 
iu ! ' t :1 t r ~<> HI \ t.'SI 11:; '· • . 1 '·' css bt'- I 

ut~ rn 1J~ \) Jl ~ ho:.~. 

t ; ~(H~F.'-' STOPPED 
\\'1 1 11 ., ,~J Wtlt) r~pn:- it- rl S~Pirn 

tl·~ JbJt.'d tn·~r T r": .. , ·)'I :,J tht• ir 
~;t r e11,!in .. , .:\ ' ''Pfll·,t a:.• l th <-" .r 
!t~h t; \.\ l~'lt ()••+ .• 1• '' • ' f\ • 'i• ·t)\'~ 

! ll1•ar tr . Th~ fU t l tr.u \ ,Jo llh:'" \\n•• 
t t'{lv l' ' •.'•l lh·• "., · <ht! 
prtH'tr l ;{ ~I'CJIIrh.f, ') t lf1 th•') !1.1! .t t ) , 

lr J• sb! r• \\ ifh th~tr J t! c'P~. I 
. \ 1r r \ t !'CI., an1 f'i \'iliu n SC'i t~n- 1 

ti ; t., h n ._• ~ ~· rr .tinr-d sl) Car ft:1Jml 
.>p··~·u l 11 i Ill{ on wh .. &t may h a \'~ 
~:. t ll :;t;>d I h~o• ..tutus It> a...:t up. N o 1· 

1 \\ 'Hthl tlt.•y ~u~ss wtwther thPre 
\o' ' .u !!II} ~ l l llll~c-tion ht>h~~>(•en th~ 
ph .. n•)rllt.·ru r•!PQrtt'tl from widely 
s••p·-tralt••t lu!:~liti~.:t and rec~nt 1 

, lt · ~t! ~t: 'Jt .~ po'A~r failur~'l hkP . 
lht< Ot'~-" \\!I IC'h hit thP Grund Cf'n· 
lt':l J ~l l'l in :'ol t•w York ( 'tty L...-t 
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INQUIRY ON AIR OBJECT,. 

I , -_, .,,.~ IJDV~ s-, I., J 7 
h .Y• ., P • 

'Air Foree looking Into Report' 
· of Tex~s Occurrence 

-
'WAZHlNGTO:"If. Nov. 4 . c~­

The Air Force began an Jn ve~­
ttgatlon today of a. hghtorl ob· 

. ject rt'portoo to have flashed 
lnvPr 'Vest Texas Saturday and 
yes t~l'd '.Ly. h' . 

Jtcport:; of flyln~ object~ a .. ., 
hC'en occurring f or years~ ~ut 
th\:; one had t he snp;>ort _or,s~v· 

\1 , .. ~ ~ 0 .. '" PS wch~<imo a f'T I w l'- ... ,.., • I • 

, P ·itt' rtnd on~ ot hili de put tes • 

\

!hi l . t' . .. 1' l'rl • \•V ltn~~~S s<lld rlelr l.:o 

glne'i h 'td !.topp ... d tlnd ltS!'~ t 3 

\

went out wh~n t1.?.y drov~ 1\( '\t 
the ot))~<'t. lt w \ S v:ninu31y de• 

·scribed e'J a. bu.rfrun~ m1.co~. a .hl~ 
: u~ht ~nd l'n egg-:•"aped obJect 

I 
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CiUBJECT 

ROUTIMQ 

tnitiaJ "IN" eolarmn to denote reYi~• prJor to action. 
actJon. ( .~ for action: V"' tor coordirlltfJon.) 

IN OFFICE OUT IN OFFICE OUT IN OFFICE 

0 IN• I 01 N• 2 0 IN· 1 

OIN• IX OIN•2lC OIN•3X 

( 
SUSPEN~l:. 

t>IHE 

• 
ASSIGNED DY 

NO. 
I· 

• 

InJtJaJ "OUT" column to denote revie• of completed 
• 

OUT IN OFFICE OUT IN OFFICE OUT 
OIN · A AFOIN 

OIN•4X AC:OIN•X 

AFOIN•X 

AFOIH•XI 

AFO IN· X?. 

AFOIN·X~ 

AFOIN•Xi 

AFOIN·X~ 

AFOIH•Z 

CABLES 

1.1 FILE 
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TO: SA PIS 
~-------

/i ' , ... ~~·c~.A'V 
"" FROM: 

4/-Ct N-
COMMENTS ({.lse rt:verse, i I nece:uary) 
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MAY 56 
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l • LEVI<J,JAHD IIICIIM!' - 2 Novc~:tber 1957 (trllCLASSD'IED) 

• 

P--. A tft18'terloue object, vhoae abape vas deseribed variously 8.lJ 

r :rrom rolmcl to ovft.1.1 and prea! bluiuh-white 
lD colar obaerved ly b7 au ~aons neu the 
to1nl ot 1 • Ttaea ot obt4-t:rvat1ona ranged 
trca 2300 hotll'e to atter 0130 hom-a, night ul 2-3 rJove11ber 
1957. Sise ot the object t:rom that o't a 
ba•ketb&l.l to tbat of an obJect 200 feet ill length • 

b. The 
a DU 
c 

aapect ot thia incident vaa the .:rte:tel'lt!tlt by 
Of 8 that their t S ignj.tiO!l !l~CI}l'J'1', ·!. 

'""-J CluriJll tbJ!I! occurrence • 

c. lD a Mtter ot hours this incident vas given nation-vide 
publicity by the nation' a press, rad'lo and TV nett;~O'rke. 
F~ the ne:ct 72 hours .ATIC and Hl!adql\at't~~ USAF •11·ere! del.ugad 
with a flood ot UFO report.s 1 the majority of obaservers 

.. 

cls.1m1nc to ha"'/'8 encountered a eomevhat s phe.nouenon: 
a dazzling bluiah-vhite object, generally oval in e~pe, 
woop:LDs d or floating nearby - tbat stopped their ca~ 'u 
ignition. 1\le report~ vere troa pe:raon• o'f some otandi.D8 1n 
tbeir c ities eaaually reporting aeeing tbe objects to 
thoae inaiating that the "blue lights" atopped ·their cara in 
heavy tratt'ic in the }11 ddle of large ei ties during broo.d day- ' 
light. 
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4. InteDaive 1n~teatJ.sationa pz-o4 1ntanat1oa DOt gdnerally 
gi b7 new~para B»A otbll- me«ia PI•Yl 7. 7~ eAUJpl• s 
1t vu pitch t!rark, rAin aD<l mn vaa a Vt!fZ;f low 
c:oiliDs e:d.a , there 1JeJ'e lialatDiDs 41 gea, aDd tbe 

Jipti.Dg• took pl,Jee l!e&l' s:~ &l'ea •• gaaea *oa 
oil Ol*l'•tioaa ~a be1ns burDea. ID gcae a, t,-
igAi t1oll :a :u\4 near ina wa:re fotusd 

• 4urin& the 1nve3~16St1ona • . 

e. A ot the ob:a-ervera !\ami the preMnee 
ot li&htDia8 az t:to..:ihe;J ot light. -.tlie p:rime aource ecmla not 
~ located tor intf.ll'riow fm4 1Dterl-08at.ima by iDY'!atip·toro. 

• 

f. Alt~ va atucla• atMI b7 tbe Air Foree, ~ 
1n tull eoJJ.lHtatioD vith out. ec1~nt1.-t• «m4 ex;pert•, 
1t vaa c tut tn. a1;htiD1 due to a very 
lightDbl OD .. • 1:0 ite COD-
clusiCD poHiblA .affect. of 

...... lightDinl e11 igDit10D ~steM. (All the 
ccab1naUOD ot condi ext:atiDI in DHa at ~'le 
t.;Ce det1n1te~ cor.4uc1'ft to the pbeDOMDOD. A s~ of 
'V8Jl1 tf!W ex1ilti:q photogaJIGa ct ectAl lishtD1~~& 

CODfi.-..4 the COllClWiiOD.) 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

. I 
• I • • • I . I 

• 

• 

I 

I 

I 
I 



• 

• 

• 

---· 
' I 
' • 

--~~ t-c' ~....,/(., 
I • • 

In 
• (,._._,to s' 

• 

. t.ev~lland, Tex. (UP) - · A 
mysterious egg-shaped object, 
red a! a blinding s4ttting sun 
and faster than the· speed of 
sou nd, s treaked over West 

, Texas and New Mexico Satur· 
day night and early yesterday, 
and one man said he even saw 
it sitting in the highway. 

James A. Lee of Abilene, 
Tex .• who is a member of the 
N~tional Investigations Com­
mittee on Aerial Phenomena, 
rushed here to investigate and 
s~id he will send a report to 
\Vashington. \ 

The object was also report· 
cd seen in the vicinities of 
M1dland, Tex., 110 miles south 
of Levelland, and Clovis, N.M., 

• 
t l - '-t -· ~ 7 

exas otorcars 
about 70 miles northwest of 
Levelland. 

· THE MOST graphic descrip­
tion came from Jesse D. Long 
of Waco. Tex., who said the 
object killed the engine of his 
automobile and put out his 
headlights. 

Other motorists said it did 
the same th ing to their cars. 

Long said the object ap­
peared to be about 200 feet 
long and landed in the high­
way in front of his car. \Vhen 
he got out to investigate the 
thing took off strnight up. 

SHERIFF Weir Clem and 
Deputy Sheriff Pa t McCul· 
• • 

Iough, who went out to in· 

vestigate the reports, said 
they spotted the object streak· 
ing across . the sky in front 
of their car. 

"It lit up the whole pave· 
ment in front of us for about 
two seconds," said Clem. He 
called it oval shaped and said 
it looked like ·a brilliant red 

• 

sunset. 
Lee, thoroughly impressed, 

said reports that automobile 
engines stalled and headlights 
went ont convinced him a fly· 
ing object definitely had 
visited the area. 

He said machines inside the 
object "disturb the m agnetic 
field of balance.. and will 
cause car engines to stall and 
compasses to go awry. 

· - -- ·--------------------
• 

• 

• 

• 

LEE SAlD he definitely did 
.not think the object was 
launched by the United States. 

Pedro Sacido, a Levelland 
motorist, was the first to re· 
port sighting the thing. He said 
he was-. driving west of Level­
land on State Highway 116 

· . about 11:15 p.m. (CST) Satur­
·. .dav, when it flashed over him 
, w ith a terrific noise. 
. .· ··rt sounded like an ear-split· 
< 
, ting clap of· thunder as if 

something had exploded," Sa­
cido told the sheritf. 

. He said it killed h is engine ' 
nnd knocked out his headlights I 

·until after it passed over. 
I 
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NOV 2 t t957 LEVELLANDt TEXAS • HI GH\'JAY 1 ·16 . C KEVHOE-1960 P 114) 2 WI TNESSESQ ( 

~UST BEFORE MIDNIGHTt TRUCK DRIVER WAS DRIVING TOWARD TOWN 01 
_____ .. ~ ·----- - ·- .. - -·- - - -- - - - • ·- --- .. .. ... 0 _ .. _ 0 - -

WITH A PASSENGERt WHEN A HUGE TORPEDO-SHAPED OBJECT DESCENDED 0 2 
_ T . .Q~AR_D THE HIGHWAY• IT HAD A f.?.~UI§t!~~-~EN ~~Wt ~NO IT APPE~8_E_O __ T_O __ E!_E_~-~-~-T_0 _ _ 0 _3 

200 FEET LONG. 
AS THE MYSTERIOUS OBJECT . CAME CLOSER• THE CAR LIGHTS DIMMEDt THEN TH~ ------ ·-· - .. -·- -. ·--· -----. - _._ -· -·-·- -- ·-- ·-- --- ··- -- - - -- - ·-- - ... 

ENGINE SPUTTERED AND DIED• JUMPED OUT AND DIVED UNDER THE TRUCK• AS 
ATCHED FROM THE CABt THE'STRANGE OBJECT SETTLED CLOSE TO THE ROAD. ------..-----· -------.. . -- ··-- - - ·-- ... .. - - -. ··-- -·-- - ---

WHETHER IT LANDEDt OR WAS HOVERING JUST OFF THE GRQUNDt COULD NOT TELL 
• 

0 4 
0 5 
06 
.07 
0 8 

-- THE B~VE-GREEN LIGHT ~t/AS T9_Q fL8_L~H~. . ·-·----- ___ . _ _ 99 
FO~ TWO OR THREE MINUTES THE UFO REMAINED THERE. THEN IT QUICKLY LIFTEOt 10 

ITS GLOW CHANGING TO REO AS IT CLIMBED• 11 
- -=......,:_ - -- - - - - -· - - ··-· --- • - - • - --- --·- . .. -- ·- -- ... --- - ---- -·-·------. 

SHAKENt GOT BACK INTO HIS TRUCK. THE LIGHTS AND IGNITION NOW · 12 
• 

_ WPR.K.EO. .. COR.._.;..,.._~, L..Y • HE OR_OyC:_ I.!'JT_O_. L_;:VELL~~P.t_,I_Q'-=._0 __ THE _ _?_Hgg_:t_r:.f. _ _t! LS ~TQ.~Y • ____ \!{.!_ TH ·- _1 3 
AS A WITNESS• 14 

. __ __ ..,.C),....__:...F __ ._BST t_ SHERIFF WE I R ~L~ri_ _w_~s ~~~REDU_L_QU$• BUJ I_~ THE NEXT HOUR H~- 1_~. 
LEARNED OF FOUR OTHER CASES WHERE LIGHTS HAD BEEN DIMMED AND ENGINES STOPPED 16 

.. _ B.Y t, 9_W ... ~PEROACH OF (_W~~_r- A PA T!i!; _S_~-M~ OB_JEC:T• _!'MONG HE \1/l TNE_~?~~17 
WERE TRUCKER t 18 

OF ANTONt TEXASt AND ---- ------- - · 
~tJACO • 

··---_.~H..:....::....:! ... ~..... __ __ Q~E~~R_:.;::E~P__;O::...;.R...:...7T"..:.._.:...t __;,_H~E::.__:.A..:.;.N....:..O;;;_..::.O...::C::..;..P ~ T Y 
A WEIRD GLOW AS (WHAT WAS APPARENTLY) THE SAME OBJECT PASSED 

_._jH LG_H..W_~v_. TH l .S AL...S9 W_I!._S SE~N BY~ AND_, 
FOLLO\'~ I NG IN SEPARATE CARS• . 

__ __.,._I_I._WA-S__._T~.t-fEN__l • 3 0-~·~M..:..•~----·--------__ ._ __ --------- -- _ 
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t!lv I powttor!ul giants o.f East and ror 
,lr;l \'lest. 
ay· 

' 

"~~Texans See ·. · 
to· · · 

i!ic 'Craft .· ·F;om.i an 
th ·a f S · a .. ,wi 

~i~~; u el" pace ~01 
rerl. . ld 
thP. iJJ t lut Urtit~d l',u, · ty 

LEVELLAND, Tex;, Nov. 4. th 
·airt, -A man who has &'pent 20 mi 
said years studyinl aerial ph hu 
1e~t- nomena said today he believed 
reen a mystertous object seen in 

\Vest Texas and New Mexico 
tdon ···was a spare craft 1rom one ti~ 
th~ of the neighboring planets." Sal 

tU!W The expert is James A. Le~. ~an 
dar· of Abilene, Tex., a member of he­
lven the National Investigations ~· 

Committee on Aerial Phenom· 
o it. ena· and· a director of Inter· :;ak 
the Planetary Space Patrol, a West 

mt. .... ;;. Texas organization ·which ln· be 
.ieve vestigtes "!lying saucers" and of a 1 

similar objects. serv\ 
;u·p and , . l\tr. Lee rushed herP.' yester· 1 

; m day upon hearing of the latest 
~ II, object, seen by at least nine 

thE", persons in two states • 
:r~~ Th!! egg-shaped object. w-1s 
· tne described u about 200 teet 
T his long and a brtlllan~ red. -
: the James D. Long, ot Waco, 
Zhu· said he was driving near Lavel· 

land yesterday- when he en· 
countered the object sittlni in · 

' the road. He said that he got 
Tc.le· out of his car 200 feet away 
:!lt lte to investigate, but that. when 
t t I ~ he dld. the object suddenly 
• .0 took o!f with a roar · straight 
::>V!et into the air. 
Pr~ ~rr. Long said his engine 

6;.1.~: c_oughed and died and his head· 
·r.=nn hghts suddenly went out. · 
, · ~h·e Two other persons in the 
1 a n- Levelland ~rea said the object 
lmst passed over thPir can with a ~ 

• 

I roar. The en~ines n1 their cars ~ 
7 b .itl-lfl and the headli~htl went § 

"I 1ur ·too nllllll 
10 II ,. • • 
tu'n • Sherif! \Veir- Clem and his . Ope" 

:tiJon ~ teputy, Pat :McCullough, spot­
erect ted the object streaking across 
nts.' ' th~ likY in front of their car. 

''It Jit up thfl! whole p:tv~­
mPnt in. !ront ot US !\>t" about 

ItCh· t;Nfl .;~~or.ft3," :Mr. Clem Silirf. 

· •. r{i ,: ' ~ /.J 
f . DAY STORE 
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Far Places :·. · 
• 

1 (~~-:-om. n .. uu Newt Staft MC1 · 
• Wire ,Reports) 
t Flytng fireballs, the· hopped-up 
• 19.>7 v~l"Rion of tht! old·time ~pine 
t nlng :.;aucen, Monday niJht weT* 
r~" {ll)f"ted at such Widely St!P"ta'•d-· 
point! as F_pster, Ind., and the 
Fiji Island!. 

Even as th• . Air Foree an­
nounced in W aa~hlnJton that it· il 
sendin.rc a team of teehnlclans to 
lnvestipte the 'i}owint. myste­
rious object spotttd at LevfUand, 
Texas, Saturday nlRht and ~art) 
Sund~y. reports ot ~tmUar sizht• 
lngs b~?gan to mount. 
! And at lea.,t ooe student of' flY. 
lng saucers, who completed bil 
pt-t·sonat· investigation of the Lev• 
ell:md affair Monday, said he wa.! 
firmly convinced that the object 
~t'en there "was a tipace craft 
from one of . the nelghtorinl 
pl ::tnt'ts." 

At White Sands Proving Ground. 
N.i\1., tl1e Army t·eported that a 
hucie oval ob1ect "neuly u bright 
a~ the sun'' was spotted Sunday 
hovering near bunkers used i11 
the first A·bomb explosion. 

The sightings at White Sands 
wcr·e made 17 hours apart. by two 
differ~nt military police units -pa· 
tr oiling the missile t~sting range 
in S\xtthem New 1\fe:<ieo. Fjrst 
Lt. . Niles F. Penney of Port Jer~ 
vi<i, KY., commanding oUicer of 
tile military poliee, said none of 
the men ll~d heard radio rel)«)rts 

' or seen . newspaper accounts of 
. si~Uar sightinas elsewhere in tht 
· country. 

Both sightings were in the area 
· o! the new abandoned bunkers 

lused by technicians who observed 
: the world's first atomic explosioa 
• on July lt;, 1946. 

Lieutenant PeMey, whose base; 
· the ::'t<lllion Site Camp, is about 

M miles north of the proving 
· f'Nttnds headquart~rs. said the 

Cir.;; 'sighting there was made at 
:~ a .m. Sun.-l~y hy Cpl. Glenn H. 
T uy and a Pte. Wilbanks, on 
p:d rol jn a jeep. 

'l 'he l\H> m~'>n said thE"y werf! 
on 1·outine patrol when they ~ 
~ · c:'ri ;\ "very uri~ht object'' higl\ 
in th~ sky. 'fht! object, descl'ibed 
C; ·r oy as egg·sha~d anc\ 7;; t.o 
100 yards in diaamPter, then de-

• :;cenrtPd until it was about 50 
· yards above the bunkers. 
! TI!cr~. nccordln~ to Toy, it 

went out. A moment later it "be· 
See THING, Pap 1t, Cal. 1 , ____ _ 
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. - tellof ~~ing a :;Iowins hri~ht ob- Finciin~ nothing wrong, he closert , ~p:u·k to !eak oi.f." he ~.ud. This, , r HIN G j~ct in the wpstern :::1-.-y. It WiJS1the hood. As he did so he CclU~ht he cxpl::ttnPrl, \\Ollld C(llbl' thj.t 
Jt · J 'tar,.er in the cenlPr than on the I sl:;ht of the objf!ct, r;lowing w1th sparl~ to gmund r ath••t' I hrtrt fr)J · ! 

CClnUnuPd frnm Page 1 end~. they said. and did not :tp- an PPriP fire. j tow 1t:; Pormal cours.-. . 1 
· 'k the f;Un par to be movin"' '. 'right reported he m$\de a1 Rut he added that the ('tlgtnes c ·nn~ ~Pal bright, 

11 e · d iP l"' 1 • fughtened dash to r;t-t back injol today's c:tr~ are \\PJI shieldr>d. l 
'th"n 1( , an ;mgle to the groun I Aceording to the \] nltf!d Press. , tl • 1\ h d'd ··o th... fly- land th~t It would t:t!<e n fl!rritic 

t " U F' .. tF e · m nt in i\ rel'fHt 1e ci\r. s e 1 ., • " ' . 
..t.nd w CIU · • • 

1e . l,ll .,ov r n ~ · ' • ing firebl\11 took off. Immediate- charg'! to cnnse th~m fl) stall. : 
ThP. ::;econrl :-.tghttng w~~ mHdet reret":~'l ~~onda~ at .h ~nolt~~· ly, the student told Lee, he wa:sl No physical tri\ce ol th~ h rc· 

<~:. S tJ.m. Sumlay by S.P.3 Forest Hawau, ~~~ ~ e~t~~.1 1 ~ 0
• ahlP. to st~rt his em· again. ball's visit has bP.t>n founcl. .\nrl 

R. Oake~ :tnd ~n S.P.3 R:trl,w. v~nttst c. urc o eta . ~. . The de::td engine angle particu- Major l.. .T. Tacker told Thr 
Tht'Y l';i\W a. brt~ht light at an ~"·eUng, an~- ~~r n~ti.ve~ ltad 'lal'ly lmprtt~SPd Donald E. Keyhoe New~· Washington Burertu. that I 
t-.4imated heaght of 50 fe~t ov~r~~~~hted n . ~azzl~~~ ohJ~Ct m the of Washin~ton, a former Marine the bigt(est piece of evidence! 
thl! o1t:l ~t-bomb hunker. Oa.te~ !iAtf'l :south Pactfic s~tes. . Corp~ major who ha::~ written sev- ngain~t llying saucer~ is the com-1 
th~ "li;ht'' l(}('lk oU nt a ~5-<le'4t'eft The repot·t. Jssned. Oct. 23 m!P.ral books attempting to prove plete Jack of any mat~rial object 
~:"gle: we~t .up into th-. -.ky ar:d Suva. capital of the Island. group, \that flying saucers are, too, real. which might prove that they have! 
: .. ~~u:tMI bltnkm~ on ::tnd oU. Then . .3aid three se~arate . slgbt~ng3 of I<eyhoe is also director of a gl'OUP been about. I 
Jt (l l.~appeared. the strange flytng .obJect were re· called the National Investigations •·on the obJ~ct seen at. Lcve~- ~ 

Octliete satd his p'ltrol was about ported the p~cedtng week. Committee oo AeriaJ Phenomena. land, we wiU have to wa1t untlt. 
two or three miles Wf'St ol the, All the witnesses there deKcribedl .. That's just the way an electro- we get reports from our investi-; 
u ~!ht, which was ''200 or 300 feet wh.at th'ey .ha~ seen as a ''s trange magnetic Iorce field would oper-lgators and the evid.~nc~ is ev.alu-1 
Ivt~~.'J·· object. whtte 1n color and circular ale" he said in regard to the ated by our experts, sa1d Tacl{er, 

Lid lnt Penney said he had in shape.'' They said it gave oU en~ine~ dying. "This isn't the Hrst who is executive officP.r of the . 

the site Monday in an eUo~ to !eel weak." . . happening.'' Air Force. 
find some tt·ace of the obJect's But it was the Levell~ncl met· Texan Lee said he hari talked Tacker said that most of the l 
vi£it1 but that there W$\S none. dent that apparently sPt off the durin~ the day with Keyhoe. who strange objects that have been: 
l"either patrol t•eported motor w;lve of reports, anrl ~ 'll'fexan ex· wanted to get a first-hand report investi~ated have turnPd out to ·, 
trouble with their jeeps, and in i perienced in tracldng !lying on the matter. Lee is a member be balloons or aircnft. This \ 
that respect their accounts dif· lsaucers was certr~in that the ob- of Keyhoe's committee and is also theory was given support hy Col. 
f rral from tho~'! of the perso~S~ject seen there was a visitor from a director of Inlet-planetary Space Barn~y Old.field of the North 1\ 
jn the Lcvdland area, who sa1d outPr space. Patrol, which, says Lee, halS mem- Amer1can Atr DP.fen!Se <NORAD) q 
their car engines stalled when the "Whatever this thing W;lS U had ben over most of Texas, plus at Coloradl) Springs, Colo. i 
1inht came near. a definite mission and a pl<m rf some in Great Britain. ••.nalloons sometimes come down \ 

·1~rom :;Pveral other points in operation,'' James A. Lee of Abi· Lee w~s asked about the possi- to ea1·th in weath~r like we are jil 
ih~ United St~tes Monday came lene told The News. Lee, who bility that the mystery object now having, and when they ~et 1 i b"'lated r~port~ of "things'' in the owns and operates a surgical sup- mi6ht have been ball lightning, warm thPy rise a~ain. but tht>y 

1
! 

sky. , ... •ply store and a household WcU'E" which is described by reference certamly don't rush around w1th .1 

Mrs. RobPrt i\Toudy said that on store in AbilPne, said he Ins been works as •·a ball or globe or bril· noise lil\~ thunder anrl a rP not ;' 
Oct. r> a flat. oval-sh.aped object, interested in l'P::\Ce my3t<>riP" for llian t light moving slowly a short , ltghted with neon lights;· he com-,' 
aLuut 200 fP.Pt long wtth . wh~t ap-1\a decade or more. He ru~hed to ~ distance above the surface of the! mentf"d. 
pearot to ht- a b;tll of ftre '" the Levellantl Sunday to t::tp~-record earth, as if rolling on an invisible 1 
cr-nter. 'l.oomerl over a farm near • interview~ with thP. ~ew•ral pP.r· support a few teet high." · 
f\),s~~r. Ind. She said her husbanrl l ~ons who said they h~d seen. the f\ot a chance, said Lee. l 
1 lld hP.r of ~Peing the object. but huge, brightly lighted object, ••whatever it was sh,..·••ed Pvery 
1 h~t they did not mention it to eithttr on the groun~ or in the a i:. incH cation of being under intelli-
?nvone for fear of ridicule. . "It's an arr-ztn7. fCJntastJc gent guidance," he said stoutly. 1 

:; ~v~ SAid ht>r husbl\nd related story," he said. ''Those people "Its objective seemed to be to ) 
th~ f.n!{tne ot his combine stalled out there . saw so~ething-th~re's land on the highway and intemtpt 
when th~ object passed overhead, no question. about 1t. 1t was liter· traffic, then immediately leave 
making a scrPaming noise "like ally something out ~f this world:" that area and fly ov~r to :mother 
an auto tire squealing on a fast Lee said hf! interv1ewed the Wl.t· highway leading into Levelland. 
lake-off." · nesses · sepamtely and their • • • It landed four times, and 

rn Tucson, :\riz., a ciry fire- stories all addf!d up. when observed it would' take oU 
man, Wencie E. Higuera, said he "The sheriff (Weir Cfem of to another location. In every case 
. •aw a bright ball with •·a tail Levelland) told me personAlly that when a car or truck would ap­
;;omething like a rocket" over he had interview~ these people a$ proa.ch it would fail to function 
Davi!J-Monthan Al'"B, on the south· they came in a11d none of th~m and the lights would go out" ~ 
cas t cumer of Tucson. Sunday knew what the others had sa1d. The po:-,sibility that engitlf" fail- ~ 
night. lt madE" no noise. r.P said, 1 They all told the slime- story.'' . ure might have bPen cttused by 
antl di~appearPd in the Nl)rt~we:n • The story, as relatetf by Sher1ff ball lightning or ~tatic electricity 
~ftcr about tO ~econds. lctem, w;:~s that the brilliant Clb- w~s of!~red by Dr. Wayne P.urt- . 

!\or I'S. Dav:d L . Patrick. w!!:o of jPct, «'~~-sl~.t !)ed and a bnut 200 mo:-:P. South,.rn 1\Iethodist t;ni-
a Univprsity of Arizona vice.! ft:'et Ion~. settled down on hi~h- ver!;ity phy~ic profes~or . in an in-
P' 't ~ident. :-;aid rhe ob.iPct had <t

1 
ways at point' arounrl Lr·~ellaml. tN\ ' il-'w wi th ThP New". ·d 

}JI)i n' nost- ancl a glow in~ "~lPn- ' :\s it did so. the Wtlnto-;ses ' 'You mi~bt butlri up enflugh 
(~ ··r\. -1." She .!-.<tiel it seemed to lclaimed. thPir automobile enginE-s conductivity in the cHl' as thE:' re- lt 
travel t~o :,)t>W tn hE' a meteor. lwent dearf <t nd their h~adli~hts su.lt of dust to cause the i6nition

1
' 

rn Chicago's ~uburban Elmwood1dimmect out. When thP ObJPCt rr)SP. I . ·- . -

T'., t l\, thre~ p~Jitcemen and a fi~·e· lswiftly into the air. the car J~gh~s 
111 an sairl they snw a peculiar came back on, and the drtvets 
roil ild r,lowing thing in the early were able to rc~t rut their £>ng.ineo;. 
mMning :>ky ~Ionday. They said SQme witnesse!l reportetl the ob-
tl t<>i L' "at· li~hts af)peared to clim ject madP. a dftafening noise, like 
;1:; i kept the p t'ClWI car spot- a clap of thunder, a~ it landP.rt 
li~ht . .A:UsPd on thP. thing. and then arose. 

At l\[;trtin~ville, Va., Mrs. Ruhy Lett said hP considf!rcd the s tory 
Hilirston said c;he and her family , told hy NewPll Wrl~ht .Tr., a T.ex· 
... aw a str:mge red ;;tare Sundayi as Tech stuclenl, the "mi)St tm· 
n· ·ht whil~ rlnvin~ on the Vir·- portant ar.ct authentic o( all " 
gii!i ~-North c~mlina btH"fiP.r. I Wri~ht tole\ LeP. that ""' wn.; <'n 

Aud t\1 8rf'nh~m. 1'l'XR~. it was' routP from Lubhork to (.('vellf'nrl 
r.·

1 
.. rt,..rt by kt·w~paperman Tom1whPn.. un~ct'ount;lbiy, ht.\ .... ,,. 
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~ till' l7 l.1ect in th~ '"~stet·n 1;ky, It vt\s l the hond. As he did c;o he cau~ht he exphunP.d, would ca'l~c the 
.t ~ lli\rger in the cenlPt' than on the ii~h t of th~ object, glowrng wtth spar!~ to ;;round rnthPr t ·1;.m h l· ' 

t:nnUnued from 'Pace 1\end:i. they said. and did not ap- an .. ertP. fire. low tts nurmctl cours~. . \ 
. al h · ht like the ~un, , peal' to be moving. Wright rP.ported ltP. rnttde a Bu t. he adrled that lhe c!t~tl\t>'i 

~;'.:""trr~ • ~:J:n~ie to the t;round Accord in~ to the t!nitecl PrP!'IS, t rri~hteneri da~h t~ get back in of today 's ('()t'!\ fil'C .Wt:'\1 "hwh~;~l.l 
·· . n •• . tJl he car A.~ he dtd ·•n the fly-land that it 'voulrt takt" a tcrulic 

The :;ccot1d sightiOJC WR~ made rece~":ed Monday at 1 tnnoluh;, \y the student told Lee he wa~ No phy:Jica1 trar.P of thf! fil'C• 

;..t a p.m. Sunday by S.P.3 Fo~st Hawati, s~id ~ seyf:n.l~ 0 ;i A~- able to st.Rrt his car. ;,gain. h;dl's vtsit hali hP.en fo11nd. Ancl j 
ft. Oak.-s 1nd an S.P.3 Bar ow. venttst c urc o tcta ·. . ·I ThP dPad cngin~ an"'le p;uticu- Major T .... l . Trtcl<et· toll\ Thr • 
Tht>y ._nw ". blight }lght at nn \ ~vel~ .. m;~ :our ~~tl~e~ ~~tl : tarly imin·es~d D~nald E. Keyh'>e News' Wa~hinteton Burt::~u tint 1 
t:·:.;timYted het~ht ol 50 feet ov!r tnght a / ."tz ~~g o J~C tn te l of \Vashington. a fol'mtr Marine th~ hi~ge::.t ptf"ce of Pvich·nc·c I 
rltr flld <t·hmnb bunker. Oa_tPs salCl ,South Pacthc skies. . Coro~ major who hall written :;ev-\aaainst flyin~ saucerl\ is the c'lm-1 
Hlf! ' '1isht' ' t()('\( oU at a 4.~P.~ref' The re~urt. issued. Oct. :!3 tnlcrai books altempting to prove plete lack ot any m:\tenal ohj~-?d 1 anl!l~: we~t, .up intfl the sky, anti tl suv::t, capttal of the tsl.ancl. ~roup. ! thCl t flying saucer" are, too, reaL which mi~ht provP. th:\t they havr : 
~l.:trtPd hltni<tng on and oU. fhen liHid thret! SP~arate . st~htmgs of l{eyhoe is abo director of a group been al.Jout. \ 
lt rli:o~appeared. the strange flymq obJect were rc- r:allE'd the National Investigations "On the ohject ~een :\l LevPI· \ 
Oak~ ,:;~ld his PAtrol '"AS about portf!d the precedinJC week. Committee on Aerial Phenomena. land, we will have to wait unlll 

two (,1• three miles w~:~t of th~ All th~ witnesses there ~:scribed "Tha t's just the way an electro- we get \'epot'hi tr?m our. invP.:-Ii-
1 H.,ht which was "200 or 300 feet what they had seen as a strange magnetic force field would oper- gat.ors and the evtdence 1s evalu· 

lo~ ... ,'·:. object. white in color and circulat ale " he said in regard to the a ted by our experts," ~aid Tacker, I 
LiJ 1nt PcMey said he had in shape." TI1f!Y said it ~ave oU en~nes dying. "This isn't the lirst who ill executive ollicP.r of the \ 

~cconipcUli~ some nf the l\lP's t() R blinding light "and made them tim~ we've heard ol such things public information division of the • 
th>" site ·Monday ill an elfo~t ~~ feel w~ak." . . happenW\g." . Ai.r Force. . • I 
finrl ~ome tra<'e of the ob.tect :i But 1t wa~ the Levelland mc1- Texan Lee sa1d he had talked racker sa1el thr\t mo~t ol .he\ 
vi..;it, but th::tt there wa:~ none. dent. that apparently sPt off the during the day with Keyhoe, who strange objects lh::tt have been 
Neither patrol reported molot' wave of reports, and a 'Texan ex· wanted to get a first -hand report investigated have turned out t,. 
trouble with their jeep:s, and in perienced in tt·acking flying on the matter. LPe is a member be balloons or aircraft. This! 
thrtt rPs~ct their ilCCOunts dif·lsaucers wa111 certain that the ob- of Keyhoe's committee and is aJ~ th~ory was given support by Col. I 
fc"rt!\1 lrom those of the perso~s ~ject seen there was a visitor from a clirector of Interplanetary Space 1\ Barn~y Old!ield of the. ~orth i 
in the Levelland a1·ea. who s&ld outer space. Patrol, which, says Lee. has mttm- Amertcan Atr Defense (NORAD) 

1 
their car engines stalled when thel .. Whatever this thing was it had bt-t·s over most of 'fexas, plus at Colorrtdo Springs, Colo. i 
light came near. a definitP mill'sion and a plan rf some in Great Britain. ' 'Balloons sometimes come down 1 

From several other points in operation.'' JamP.s A. Lee of Abi· LE>e was asked about the pos3i· to earth in weather like we arel ll 
the United Stateg .M~ndar, .came tene told The News. L:-e. who bility that the mystery object now hewing, ~md wh.en they ·~et 1 1 hrlated reports of • t~mgs m th~ owns nnd operate~ a surgical sup- mi~ht have bPen ball lightning, warm they n~e ag:un. hul th~y l 
~l<y . , ... rly stol'~ and a ho11sehold wHre which is descrihed by re ference certainly don't rush <Hound w1th .f 

1\h·s. Robert Moudy said that on sto1·e in Abilene, said he has bePn work:~ as "a ball ot· "iohe of ul'il· noise lil<E' thunder and arc not \. 
Oct. }:J a flat, oval-shaped objPct, intPrested in space myst('riP~ for liant light moving sl~wly a short, \ightPd with nf'on lights,· · he com-/ 
;~bout 2UO Ieet long wi.th .. wh~t ap. a decade or more. He rushed to distance above the !)Urtace of the ~ •nented. 
pear£d to hP a hall ot hre m the Levellanrl Sunn::ty tiJ tap'"·record earth. as il rolling on an invisible' • 
<'cr.te r, zoom~d ov~r a farm near I interviews ~ith the sev~ral pe-r· :mpport a few teet high.' ' l 
}'ostcr. I nd. She sa1d her husband sons who saul they hacl seen the Not a chance said Lt::tt. 
told her of sPeing the o~ject: but hu~e. brightly li~hte~ ohje~t. "Wh;dpver it 'was ~h··""ed cvery11 
that. they did not m~t1on tt to either on the ground or ID the c\lr. indication of being under inte11i· 
a 11~'0n~ for fear of ridicule. "It's an ~rr-zinl. fantastic gent guidance," lie said stoutly . .. 

She sr\id her husband related story,'' he said. ' 'Tht)Se people •·[ts objective seemed to be to 
the c.ngint! of his combine stalled out there saw something-the_re's land on the highway and intem1pt \ 
when the object p~ssed ~vPr~~~d . no question . about it. It .was ltte~: traffic, then immediately leave 1 
mahing a . screamm~ notse ltke \ally som~thmg. out ~~ thts world: t~at area ~nd. fly ~ver to another 1 
~a auto tire squeahng on a fast l Lee sa~d he mtervtew'!d the Wl~- htghway leadmg mto Levelland. 1 
take-off." · ~nes~es separately and thetr • • • It landed four times. and t 

ln Tucson. Ariz.. a city fire- \stories aU added up. . when observed it would take off t 
1n~m. · Wencie E. Higu~ra. ~aid h~ "The sheriit (Weir Clem of to another location. In every case -
saw a bright ball Wlth a tall \ Levelland) told me personally that when a car or tntck would ap­
~omPthing lik~ a rocket" over he had interviewt>d these people as pro::t.ch it would fail to function 
Davis-Monlhan AFB, on the south· thE'y en me in and none of th~m and the lights would go out. •• 
ca-.t corner ol Tuc~on, Sund~y lmew what thE'- others had ~Jd. The pcssibility that engine Iail- l 
night. It made no notse, he saJd, They all told the same- story. . Ul'e might have been caused by • 
:~nd disappeared in the Northwest The story, as related by Shertff ball lightning or sta tic electricity 
after about 10 seconds. Clem, was that the brilliant ob- was offel'P.d by Dr. Wayne Rud-

:\Trs. David L. Patrick, wit~ ofpect, egg-shaped and about .200 mose. Southern Mt'thodist Uni­
~ University of Arizor.a vtce-

1
teet Ion~. settled down on htgh- versity physic professor, in an in-, 

pr<!~ident, said the ob~~t had a lways at points around Le~elland. terview with ThP. News. I·~ 
poirv' nose and a glowmg "slen·1As il did so, the . wttne~ses •·You . might build \ tp enough1 J 
ner' i ·" She said it :oePmPd to·lclaimed, their autom.obtle en~lftf»S conductivity in the air as thP. re-1 
tra v~l too slow to be a meteor. went rlet\d and th~1r ~1~ad1Jghts suit of rlust to cause the ignition , 'I 

In Chica~o·s suhurban E l:nwoodldimmed out. When the ooject rose , - -
Park, th re-P. policemen nr.rl a fi~e-jswHtly into the air . the car lights 
nnn :ota!d they saw a peculiar came h:.tck on, anrl the drtvE"rs 
round ~lowing thing in the er\rlylwere able to restart their engines. 
),,m·ninN sky Monday. They said SornP. witnesses rPported the oh­
tl1eir r~r lights nppeared to. dim ject mad~ a deafE"ning noise, like 
i'H \ kept the pro":\ car spot- a clap of thunder, as it landed 
1 i..!llt' • ..A:! ll ""'rl on thP. thtn~. and then a rost. 

·At l\fartinsvi\lP, Vft., l\It·s. n.u~y l Lee said he con:t~dered the story 
J L'in;ton sairl shE' and her fnnulyl told by NewE>U Wnght Jr., a T<'X· 
~;tw a s tran"e red ''lare Sunday1as Te(:h ~tudenl, lhP •·most im· 
~i~ht while "drivtog co on the Vir·1 port:mt ancl nuthentic of all." 
;::uHa·i'm1h C'lt'olina borrler. 1 \\'r\;ht told Lee that hP was en 

And at Brenh:tm Tcxa!i, it was,routfl' from Lubhock to Levelland • 
rcr.nrted by NPWSPapP.rman Tom1wh.-.n. umtccoun!ahly. _his car 
\ \ lliCPhead or the Banner-Press! stalled and th~ h~hts f;uled. Th~ 
•i•H Ed Fi:-;cher and A. B. Fischer1s turient. p•Jzzlt"rl. ~ot. out . and 
l·1il calterl him S~htrday night to ,rai.'eti the hoorl to mvPs t t~:tte-. 
--- -'---- ------ ··--·-- ·-----
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:I· 1'--
~ 1 7"te.J o s- e xas · rti c -;,.s . 
!:1 . $-:- #t'll', t)"' / -/vcStJH PA1Iy 4/(i.~N 
l L 1-:VELI..A.~D, Tex. -WI- Re- Pedro Saucedo, 30, a .!.arm nand l similar occurrence a1~ Past o 

~ ports of a mystery object which and part·time barber here, s told · Levelland. , 
hI one witneu said flew around with officers and newsmen, .. I was Police Patrolman A. J. Fowle 

· :~ I :t · "g:eat sound and rush of wind" said · Saucedo and about 14 other 
"~ tt· i 1 d h bl" driving out to a farm near the n- I h:tJ o ac a J an t e pu ac pu~- who called in reports of the objec 

I ;lied today. Pettit community (west or here) sounded upset and in some case 
or l':.ewsmell and authorities had Saturday night with a friend, Joe terrified. 
r. l reports of sightings over a wide Salaz, when we first saw .. ~ ••They s~med to agree that thi 
o' I wcCJt Texas area Saturday and thing. We first saw a .... flash of something was 200 feet long 
s : I YP3t~rday. . light in a !ierc:rto~ ·o·u~righ~~a~d shapea like an egg and was li 
i~ 1 . Pe:tce officers c~ecking . areas ..,e---..ud,.."'-tha·n· '-'-'"'uc·t.. - a6-o"u ... •,.l~ at up like it was on fire but looke , .. J )\here landingS Were reported n . Ul II lo 1\ JU 11 lo ~ 
• .j w~re un.able to find any trace. first. more like neon lights," he sai 
~ j Reese Air Force Base officials "When it got near, the lights ••They said it was about 200 fee 
• 

1 4 
LH~re decliatd to say whether an of my truck went out and the in the air, and when it got clos 

n· lJ-·n_vestigation was being made. motor died. I jumped out of th~ car motors and lights would g 
truck and .,jt the dirt because I oft. ~ Everybody that · called wa 
~v:1s afraid. I called to Joe but very excited," he asserted. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

roe didn't ;::et out. Tbe thing passed Sheriff Weir Clem said he sa 
d: rectly over my truck with a a brilliant light in the distance buf 
~reat sound and a rush of wind. didn't get close enough for a gooo, 
It sounded like thunder and my took. Highway Patrolmen Lee 
truck rocked from the blast. I Hargrove and Floyd Caviri re­
fcic :1 lot of heat. Then I got up ported seeing Jimilar flashes in 
·and watched it go out of sight ~ the sky in about the same area 
\\ ~ud Levelland,'' he said. · a ad at the same time as Clem. All 

te I. Saucedo, a Korear. War veter· were riding in separate cars . 
r· an, said it was "torpedo shaped" 

or like .,a rocket/' but much 
15 lar~~r. 
te ~(maid Martin, 18. a Levelland 
~ truck driver, said his truck en-· · 
:t gine died .and the lights went out 
r. ··wnea :a biJ .. l;)all ot.flre. dropped. 
1, r on the highway" eait of here early . 
5 .. 1 Sunday. Martin said the object 
:o ! chan3ed t«» a bluish green color-
d \\'len it settled ·Oil the highway. 

·tbert changed tG a fireba.U again 

:d 1ppeared • 
. g I :'!ew~n Wright, a T~xu Tech 

.aih td~nt from li!re, reported a 
--- -----....-----------....--
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The Air Force also toolc the unusual otep of referring to opccific casen. An AP 
dispatch from Washin(tton (Nov. 15) began: "The Air Force has looked into five rec ant 
reports • •• and there isn't a flyinc saucer in the lot." Five reports out of scoro~ 
or hundreds receive~? Was t.he Air Force, perhaps, practicing fru~ality? We mieht 
think so, in the light o! another Washington <lispatch (Science Service, Nov. 7), which 
said: "Each major track-dolm costs about $10,000, including sending out investigating 
personnel, paying transportation expenses, sending planes aloft to investigate in­
truders and taking pictures or, perhaps, Venus - plus administrative work." But on 
this point there is some instructive evidence (see below). 

or the five cases "looked into," one could be promptly dj.smisscd ns n hoax (the 
Schmidt case, Kearney, ~Iebraska, Nov. S)... The other four cnses, concluded the AF, 
\'lere either (a) exaggerations, or (b) misunderstood natural phenomena. VJhat about 
these natural phenomena? 

At Levelland, Texas, the luminous egg-shaped object 200-300 feet long that stop­
ped car motors and radios was identlf:i.ed as t "a natural electric phenomenon called 
ball lightning or St. Elmo's fire." Apparently the technical investigators who con­
ducted this particulAr $10,000 l.nvestigation were not aware that these are two entire­
ly different electric phenomena; or ·that the average diameter of ball lightning is 
8 'inches; or that a eood m::tny scientists deny that ball lightning even exists; or 
that St. Elmo 1 s f:tre is invariably attached to some solid object. As for the stalled 
car motors 1 continued the Ali', the same weather that produced St. Elmo's ball light-· · 
ning might have - MIGHT have, notice - ttsonked the ignition systems or cars. 11 And 
what might have dried them out so quickly once the light departed? And did anyone's 
ignition in fact become soaked? Were the witnesses asked ~his? (One reportt said 
the A:F, arose from 11 an automobile mechanic's mistake"; no details are given. J . · . · 

The investigators said .further (note that plural) that they could find only -three ~titnesses who nctually saw the big light. The miracle is, they found as many 
• 

as three. For we know, in this case, exactly what the Air Force investigation amount-
ed to. On f·!ovember 6 the J~velland paily: Sun New~ reported: 11Air Force 'Mystery' · 
lftan Leaves City; Actions, Identity Cloaked in Secrecy." The anonymous visitor drove 

• 
an AF vehicle, wore · civ~lian clothes, and11said he ~ould not give his name or a:n.v iden- ; 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• • 

tification11 (italics ours). Around noon on the 6th he spent 30 minutes in Sheriff 
1'/eir Clem's office. He returned about 2:30p.m. for another half hour• About 3 p.m. 
he headed for Lubbock (30 miles avray); he came back sbou~ 6:30, said to Sheriff Clem, 
11V1ell, I'm cone, 11 and drove of£ into ' the darl<~ drippy night. Adds the paper, "There 
1-ras never aey hint as to . what he found out or whether he was really a civilian or an 

•• 
• 

• - . 

Air Force officer." · ... 
• 

Does the Air Force call this a "rnajor track-down"? We won't even bother to ·< 
laugh. · Do they say that the activities of the mysterious eentleman's 7-hour day > ·I - cost $10,000 or arzything lil:e it? Then the taxpayers had better start yelling bloocy 
murder, fo:- thoy are being well bilked. Yet it was on the basis of this feeble 
parody of an investigation that the Air Force, on November 15, uttered its nconclu-
sions 11 abcu ~ the Levelland object 1 . 
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EGO-SHAPED UFO STALLS CARS OI~ HJ:GlnVAY 
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These eight-column headlines ar~ only a snmple or what appeared all over the 
nation~l press during the first tvro weeks o.f No\·esnber~ 1957. Uany moons have pas-· 
sed--tno of them artificial (as of this writing)--since the press has displayed 
such open interest in UFOs; but then the remarkable 1incidents ",·;hich they describe 
are undoubtedly Yii thout po.rallel in the history of i "flying saucers." 

' I ' Follow·lng hard on the ann()u~.cement of the laUnching of "muttnik"--nhether by 
coincidence or not--came the firRt reports of what quicklY developed into a start­
line; series: near Levelln.nd, Texas, during the nigh;t of November 2/Jrd, a number 
of truck drivers·, state and local police, and othel residents described seeing ·a 
vast 200-f'oot luminous "egr;-shaped" object that hedcehopped the countryside around . 
L-evelland, landing on high\-ra_ys ·.and in adjacent fields and mysteriously affecting 
car motors and headlights. ('rhis e~fect on automobiles had pravj.ously been repor­
ted from France, in 1954.) Terrifj.ed witnesses reported their e~eriences to '7eir 
Clem, Hockley County sheriff, and Clera, together Ylith deputies and dozens o:£ police 
officers, made a tour of the areas where the object(s) had been encountered. At 
2: 30 a.m., savr 11 a streak of fire" flash across the highway to the 
south of his car; tl70 highnay patrolmen, fol~~w:ing some dj.stance behind him, con­
fixtted his sighting. At least seven persons reported close encounters with the 
"egg"; at least four cal'S or trucks were stalle<:\; and maey others reported seeing 
the phenomenon at greater distance. 
* The above headlines are !rom .the Alamogordo, N.u., Dailz Hews, 11/5; the Ham­

mond, Ind., Times, 11/11; and the Los Angeles Times,.li/0. · · 
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Stormy \Vcathrr in Tcxa.~ 
• 

The new type of UFO with d<,ctromagnetic ( E-~1) powers first 
attractPd notice in this country by alll'gl~dly appearing ncar Lcvel­

lnnd, Texas, on tll<~ night of November z. 1957, n few hours before 
Sputnik II went into orhit. A small town \vith n population of some 
Sooo .. Lf:'vclland lies on the plains of western Texas ahout sixty miles 
from Plainview, site of n famous met<'or show<'r and only twenty­
five miles frotn Luhhock, which a few years earlier had gained na­
tional fame with its ''Luhbock lights" ( p. ooo). The region is nor­
Jnally an arid one, but at tlJC beginning of November it was cxperi­
<'ncing unusual weather-clcctrit'al storms and rain (the tnonth 

proved to be the wettest ever recorded in we~ tern Texas). 
About 11:15 that Satnrday night, a fnrmworker named l)cdro 

Saucedo (or Saucido) with his friend Joe Palaz (also gh'cn in vari­
ous printed accounts as Palav, Salav, Salaz, Sa1vaz) wns driving 

home from Levelland. A few mHes northwest of the towu he had 
htrncd off Route 116 into a side road, when both men noticed a 
fln :,h of li~ht in a field at the right. Evidently unalanned, he con­
tinued dri".ing and talking until suddenly the engine died and the 
lights went out. While trying to restart the n1otor, Saucedo (the 
similarity between "Saucedo" and "saucer" presents a diverting co­
incidence) glimpsed over his left shoulder something that looked 
like n flaming ball or a fiery tornado drifting rapidly toward the 

truct . A veteran of combat in Korea, Saucedo reacted instantane­
ously to the blazing unknown. As he described the experience later 
that night, "I jumped out of the truck and hit the dirt hecause I 
was afraid. I called to Joe but he didn't get out. The thing passed 
directlr over my truck with a great sound and a rush of wind. It 
sounded like thunder and my truck rocked fron1 the flash .... I 
fdt a lot of heat.'' Crawling out and seeing the object disappear in 
the direction of Levelland, l1e restarted the engine and drove back 
to Levelland to report the incident to the sheriff [2]. 

The sheriff was soon receiving reports from other persons who 

had been driving in the same area at about the same time. They 
said that they, too, had seen a blazing object which they described 
as a "flying egg" or "egg-shaped fireball.'' Their cars, 1ike Saucedo's, 

had stalled and then restarted when the object disappeared. A num­
ber of townspeople telephoned the authorities to report bright 

Bashes in the sky, and the police comment that "everyone who 
called was very excited" [3] was probably an understatement. 

Under headlines such as "~lystery Object Sta11s Autos in \Vest 

Texas," these stories hit newspapers all over the nation. The news 
spread fast. All day Sunday dozens of persons in Texas and New 
~texico were relating that they, too, had seen fiery objects and 

fl.tshes of light in the sky the night before. An amazingly large num­
ber of citizens seem to have been out late that stormy Saturday 
night, hut apparcutly none of them noticed any ordinary lightning-
0!11} p!•:1ntom "somethings" variously described as a burning masc;, 

a 'J ig light, nn egg-shaped object 200 feet long Hghted up as though 
it were on fin:, something like neon lights, objects that were red, 

glowing, hrilli.mt, fiery, bluish-green, or pulsating green. 
Not surprisingly, with alt this publicity, the original incident 

quickly began to tal'e on new dimensions. Saucedo a1uplifled his 
Grst statements and recalled that the object had been ••torpedo­
shaped," ··uke a rocket, hut much larger," and that lights on the 

object had se~mcd to be winking on and off [4]. One book has since 

describf'd the phenomenon as .. a huge torpedo-shaped machine . 
. . . It had a bluish-green glow. and it appeared 150 to 200 feet 

loug." [5, p. 114] Those who want(ld to b<:lievc in flying saucC'rs 
easily ignored the discrepancy Let Wt•(•n the ••flatning ball" or .. fiery 
tornado,"' originnll)' described by Saucedo. and a bluish-green tor­

llt'do-shapc•d m~tchiuc more than 150 ft•t•t I on~. 
For days thl• Hussian ~atd1itc·s h~tcl tu shart.' thea spotlight with 

tlw Am(•ricau fl>·ing c~ggs. while both mnah•ur aud profrs ... ional iu­
\'cstil~ators tried to solvt• tlw mysh·ry. UFO addicts unhc.:sitatingly 

dccllH .. 'I..'d the prt ·Sl ' lll'l' uf a fl> in~ sauC'l' r with E- ~1 power~. Various 

aslnmou1ers, w)wu ur~(:c.l by n,·w~mc·n , rductautlr aclvunt~..·d off-thc.·­
c·uU tht·nrit ·s hasc.·c..l on th(' uwagc.·r printt•d &~cc ·mmt!\. 1),. l.a Pa1 .. of 

tlw Jnstituh• of \l<•h'c.nili<·S in !\t•\\ \h•\ic-0, sug:.!l''\lt•d tl1al the· thiug)t 
Sl'l ' U at Lc-vt.·l!antl n&ight ha\'t ' t w~ · u fin·b.db . A n •p ortl'r ~ l';sh ~1wcl to 
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF 

Galley 87-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 
the Harvard-Smith~onian Observatories to cover ~1oonwntch obser­
vations o'f the new Sputnik gave a sketchy summary of the inci­
dent to Dr. l\lenzd, . who also concluded that Saucedo might have 
seen an unusually brigh~ meteor and, startled by its brilliance, might 
accidentally have killed the engine. Lacking news of Sputnik II, 
the reporter sent in a facetious story asserting that, according to 
the director of the Harvard College Observatory, tl1e Hying eggs 
\verc mirages that so frightened the drivers that they reacted by 
pressing a "nervous foot" on the accelerator and killing the engine. 
'Vhen the weather conditions at Levelland became known, of 
course, the meteor theory was immediately discarded. Dr. Niningf'r, 
of the American ~1eteodte ~1uscum ill· Arizona, made the best. guess 
of all: Saucedo had observed an example of that rare phenomenon, 
ball lightning [ 6]. 

Within a few days an Air Force investigator visited Levelland 
to study the incident. ~·(embers of civilian saucer grqups complained 
later that, since he spent only seven hours in the area, he had ob­
viously not taken the problem seriously and could not have found 
the correct solution. Even seventy hours of labor, however, could 
not have produced a clearer picture. Saucedo had unquestionably 
had a frightening experience, very much as he originally described 
it. But as in many UFO sightings, most of the other reports had been 
stimulated chiefly by the general excitement. Three persons, not 
"dozens," had seen the phenomenon near the ground. Some ten or 
fifteen others (including the sheriff) had not observed it at close 
quarters but had merely seen brilliant Hashes of light in the sky. 

After studying the weather reports and the descriptions given 
by the various witnesses, the Air Force issued an explanation, un­
fortunately ambiguous because it omitted the necessary word 
•'either," stating that the phenomenon observed at Levelland had 
been ··hall lightning or St. Elmo·s fire." Supporters of the saucer 
theory seized on this ambiguity to protest, correctly, that balJ light-

• 

. 
r.ing and St. Elmo's fire are two different phenomena. They went 
on to conclude by some process of peculiar logic that neither ball 
lightning nor St. Elmo's fire was involved and that the phenomenon 
had actually heen a flying saucer. 

Saucer publications have printed thousands of words to support 
this argument. The evideucc, however, leads to an overwhelming 
probability: the fiery unknown at Levelland u.:as hall lightning. 
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In Levcllaml the night of November 2 conditions were ideal for 
the formation of hall lightning. For several days the area had been 
experiencing freak weather, and on the night in question had hccn 
visited by rain, thunderstorms, nnd li~htuing. Shortly hcfon• the 
glowing spl1cre upprnachcd the truck, the two m<'n hnd noticed 
a lightning flash in a ncarhy field. The original description of tlte 
phenomenon-a ""flaming ball" or n "fiery tonmdo" that floated to­
\Vcud and over the truck and detonated with light and heat-fits 
the classic picture of ball lightning. The truck's engine may have 
died for one of several reasons. The rain during the evening could 
hAve seeped under the hood and soaked the ignition or dampened 
the spnrk plugs. The feed line may have been clogged. Or the region 
of highly rarefied air created by tbe ball lightning may temporarily 
have deprived the engine of oxygen. 

Of the other drivers ncar Levelland that night who reported lmv­
ing trouble with balky motors and seeing a blazing object like an 
egg-shaped fireball, three probably saw baH lightning. Others, after 
hearing Saucedo·s frightening story, perhaps unconsciously drama­
tized their own experiences and magnified ordinary lightning Rashes 
into attacking fiery objects. It is significant that although the night 
was stormy, only Saucedo reported seeing the ordinary lightning 
that normally accompanies a thunderstorm. 

Since ball lightning is short-Jived and cannot be preserved as 
tangible evidence, its appearance in Levelland on the night of No­
vember 2 can never Le absolutely proved, even though this exp]ana­
tion fits all the facts-facts that in themselves do not warrant so 
lengthy a study. Only the saucer proponents could have converted 
so trivial a series of events-a few stalled automobiles, halls of flame 
in the sky at the end of thunderstorm-into a national mystery. (Ball 
lightning doubtless accounts for other UFO reports, such as the phe­
nomenon observed at Lock Raven Dam on October 26, 1958, when 
two men returning late at night from a fishing trip saw a flaming 
ball hovering above the superstructure of a bridge; it exploded 
with a loud noise and a brilliant white flash and disappeared.) 

One thing is certain. No evidence exists to suggest the presence 
of a spaceship O\'er Levelland. Any extraterrestrial vehicle attempt­
ing to patrol the area that night would certainly have been seen 
and its path would have been accurately plotted. rvtoonwatch crews 
in New ~·fexico, Atizona, and Colorado were all watching the skies 
for a passage of Sputnik, and in Texas itself official observers were 
on the alert at Big Spring, 100 n1iles southeast of Levelland; at San 
Antonio, 370 miles southeast; at \Vichita Falls, 250 miles east; :tt 
Dodson, 162 miles northeast; and at Amarillo, 120 miles north. None 
of the trained witnesses at these stations saw anything in the sky 
that should not have been there. 
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Ill Ill.._ ~aucer' 

otorcars • s' . 
levelland, Tex. (UP) - A 

my~terious egg-shaped object, 
r;.:d as a blinding setting sun 
and faster than the speed of 
..,ound, streaked over West 
Texas and New Mexico Satur· . 
day night and early yesterday, 
and one man said·he even saw, 
it sitting in the highway. 

Jam!l's A. Lee of Abilene, 
Tex., who is a member of the 
National lnvestigation8 Com­
nl itte_, on Aerial Phenomena. 
rushed here to investigate and 
~ ·~ id he will send a report to 
Washington. 

The object was also report· 
cd seen jn the vicinities of 
rvlidtand, Tex., 110 miles south 
Qf Levelland, and Clovis, N .M., 

• 

• 

... 

• 

ex as 
• 

about iO miles northwest of 
Levelland. 

THE MOST graphic descrip­
tion came from Jesse D. Long 
ot Waco, Tex .• who said the 
object killed the en~ine of his 
automobile· and put out his 
headlights. 

Other motorists said it did 
the same thing to their cars. 

Long said the object ap· 
peared to be about 200 feet 
long and landed in the high· 
way in front of his car. \Vhen 
he got out to investigate the 
thing took off. straight up. 

SHE.RIFF \Veir Clem and 
Deputy Sheriff Pat McCul­
lough, who went out to in-

--------·---------------

• 

• 

• 

• 

vestigate ·the reports, said 
they spotted the object s treak­
ing across the sky in front 
of their car. 

· "It lit up · the whole pave­
ment in front of us for about 
two seconds," said Clem. 

1 
Lee, thoroughly tmpressed, / 

said reports that automobile 
engines stalled and headlights/ 
went out convinced him a fly­
ing 'Object definitely r. ~rt 
visited the· area. . 

He said machines inside the 
object "disturb the magnetic 
field of balance" and will 
cause car engines to stall and 
compasses to go awry . . 

LEE SAID he definitely did 
not think the object was 
launched by t:he United States . 

Pedro Sacido, a Levelland 
motorist. was the first to re· 
port sighting the thing. He said 
he was driving west ot Level· 
land on State Highway 116 
about 11:15 p.m. (CST) Satur­
d ay, when it flashed over him 
with a terrific noise.. · · · · · .. . , 

------
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. 1ST LEAD JLYINQ OllJECT 

LEVELLAND1 TEX.,( ~v. 3·-<UP>--A YST~l~US l ,-SHAP~ OiJtCTl 
llC AS 1111 S~TT1Nt; StJI AND FASTD THAN THi SPEIII Oi SOUND, STRE KtD 
OYIR VEST TIJAS ~ND NEW MEXICO LAST NIGHT AND EARLY 10DAY, ~ND ONE 
t·!AJI SAil HE EV SAl lT SlTTlNQ lN THE Hl,HWAY. 

Oi AllLINE TEX., WHO SAID Ht HAD SPXENT 20 YtA~S 

SOMI THE NII;HBOJIJG LANETS.• 
A MIMIER OJ TK! NATIONAL INVESTir.ATIQNS COMMITTIE ON · 

AiRlAL PRIMOMENAt RUSHED HERE TO INVESTIGATE AND SAID Hi WILL SEND 
A RIPDIT TO VASHIN,TONe 

THE OIJICT lAS ALSO REPORTED SIEN IN TMI VIClNlTllS Oi MI»LAN», 
TE;!l 110 MILES SOUTH OF LEVELLAND, AND CLOVIS, N. M., ABOUT 70 
t·11LD MOITHIEST 01 LEVELLAND. . 

THI MOST GRAPHIC DESCRIPTION CAME fROM Oi WACO, 
~Tj~;x., WID SAil T~l OJJECT KlLLID TME EN'l~E Oi TOMOBILE AND 
PUt oUT HIS HEAilLIGMTS. . 
r~ 0 MOTORISTS SAI» IT DID TME SAME THING TO THEli CABS. 

JIUTMI OBJICT APPAIE 
• 

T10 OTHER MOTOJlSTS SAID lT DlD TME SAME THING TO .TMEII CARS. 
SAID THI OJJECT APPARI 

ID TMI OBJICT APPEARED TO BE AiOUT 200 fEET LOtU;; AND LANDED 
I HIGHWAY lN FRONT 01 HIS CAR. WHENHI .GOT OUT TO INVISTI~ATE 
~r:fE 1K1N~ TOOl OF7 STIA lGHT UP. . . · 
L~ THE Hl;HIAY IH i'RONT OF HIS CAl. WHEN HE GOT OUT TO L,VZ:STIG-\1'£ 

T~E THING TOOK 0 STIAI;HT ~p. 
· AND , WHO 

TO I;ATt TME RIPOJ 1 SAID T~IY SPOTTID TMt OBJECT 
STII~llMG ACROSS T~E SXY lN FRONT OJ tiiiJ CAl. 

~IT LIT UP .THE WHOLE PAVEMENT 1M F.RONT OF US fOR ABOUT TWO 
SiCONDS1~ SAil • HE CALLED IT OVAL SlCAPED AND .. SAI» IT LOOKED 
LIKI A NIU.IANT lED SUNSET. · . · · 

TJWROUGHLY 1MP1tiSStD1 SAID ·JIPORTS THAT AUTOMOBILE INC:lN&S·. 
ST.AL.,...·,- AND HEADLI'HTS WL~T OUT CONVINCED HIM A iLYlNG OBJICT 
DIF111TILY 11AD VISITED THE AliA. . · . • 

. HE SAl) MACHINtS INSI»E TME OIJECT •DISTUIB THE MAGNtTlC 
fiD.J OJ JAUNCE~ AND ttlLL CAtJSI CAl Dlf;INES TO STALJ. AND COMPASSES 
TO AllY. . · 

1) HE DEJINITILY Dll NOT THINK THE OBJECT WAS LAUNCMID 
!\Y THI 'U. S. AI IlOUGH 1}_1S A2IA IS NtAl_JnE SClDlllllC .. ~ROlflNia 
~lOUNDS !:t TltUIS_:t'L~N ?.U'r\1f I!lt:'COtJNTR..Y ... 
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'fCt12A 
. / / !...~VtLLAND 1 T~r NOV~ 4.--t UP>--A MAN W'HO,ol\S SP~~T 20 '/ZAlS 

.1· ST.UD ~f!NG AE!tiAL PHil .J!NA .. SAID JODAY. Ht BILIEV . A t'1 'lS&E:RIOUS 
l 03J!CT S£ZN !N WEST T£XAS AND NI~ MLllCO ·~AS A SPACE C i~iT FROM 

• 

• 

'SN.~ OF T:iE N.i:l~HBOR L~G ~\I:ZTS." 
wrr1~ EXPL'lT IS OF ABILL~t, TElt. • A MEMBER or THE 

~l ~1IONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON AERIAL PHL~OMENA AND A DilEC!OR 
07 INTL't-PUNtTARY SPACE PATROL, A WEST T£XAS ORGANIZATION UH·l C:i 
IN1/ESTI~At:l!S •rLYING SAUC£RS• AND SIMILAR OBJECTS. 

RUSHED _HDI Y£ST~1DAY_UPQN HIARI~G or THE LATEST OBJiCT, 
S!E.~ . AT LEAST NINt PERSONS IN TWO STATES • 

. T~Xc~i:~~!N;o~f~3H~~~sJ:6~~A~i~t~GMg:E 1I~i~c~~Ds~~lHGi~L~;~~' 

• 

HAD JUMPID OUT or IT. . -
!ME EQG-SHAPED OBJIC!t DESC~IBED AS ABOUT 2l0 FEtT LONG AND A 

BatLLIAKT-R~, WAS GLIMPSED BY AT LEAST FIVE PtaSONS L~ TME 
LZV!l.LAND .. ARIA, !NCLUD ING TI~ SHERIfF 7 TMRE£ PERSONS AT t11DL.\ND 
AND A CLOVIS, N. M. 

OF WACO .. SA lD .H~ 1> ~ ' NG ON A FARM-TO-MA!t!<ZT 
ROA ~·, LLAND AT rf& 15 J\ ;~~ ·sUNDA~ HEN HE ENCOUNTER!D 'fHE 
O~J£CT SITnNG IN THt ROAD.--· . . -~ , . -

HE SAID IT WAS 0 1JAL-SAA?,tD, ABOUT 200 FEtT LONG AND Gl.OWS:D LI:<s: 
A N£0N SIGN. HE GOT OUT OF HIS CAR ABQlJT 2'JO l'EET AT~AY TO INVY.ST!GA!E 
DUT ~HEN ~~E .DID THE OBJECT SUDDE.~LY TOOA OF.F .. tJITH A !tOAl STaA!GHT 
:J? L'JTO THE Am. 

SAID HiS E:.'4GINE COUGHtD AND DIED AND HIS BEA.OL l GitTS SUDDtNl.. Y 
11ENT OUT. WH£N HE GOT HIS CAR STARTtD, HZ HURRIED aACK TO TO ~N. 

'"fUO OtH!R PERSONS SAID T!t£Y SA~ THE OBJ'S:CT IN THE LEV D AlEA 
A~30UT Al~ HOUR EARLI£.'1. BOT AND 
SAID !HI OBJECT PASSED OVZR IR CAR Wlta A ROAR LIKE T Di~. 
1 lt£ i!NfaiNIS Of THEIR CARS DIED AND T~ti HE.\Dl.IGH ij£"\jT OUT, TCO, 

AND HIS DtPUTY, , SPOTTED TM~ 
~ SS THE SKY !N FaON or T~EIR CAR. 

~ IT LIT TH~ ~HOLE PAVEMENT IN FRONT or US roR ABOUT T~O 
S:£CONDS.1" SAID. HE CALLZD IT OVAL-SAA?ID AND SAID IT LOOKED 
1.11(£ A :3RILLIANT RID SUNSET. · . 

THE GROUND OBSL~VtR CORPS AT MIDLAND REPORTED THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED 
NOTHIR AND HER T'.IO CHILDREN SAW •A LAiGt OBJECT OF BLUISH C01.0R 
FLYINC8 D VERY LOW" EARLY RDAY NIGHT. 

IN . CLOVIS~ N. M., 
S,t.\lD HE •SAW STREAK OF BALLw MOVI~G .lN A SOU!H-
L.\S'rtRL Y DliECTION ABOU 3 P ATURDA . 

" I THL~!< IT'S A S?!C~ .rn QF THE rrtiGHBORING PLAi--. .i.rs,~ 
HE D L~4tD. . . 

SA ID .MAC!iiNES l~S!Di ! liZ 09JiCT -DISTURB THE MAGNETIC FIELD 
0 7 l\LANC~, AND ~ 1 LL CAUSZ CA'il E.~GI~ES 'tO S!l!.I.. AN!l COMP;\ SS!:S ~-, 
T~) VEER CRAZILY • r,yt -.: t r · ·-- :..~ ..... ? ... b., ·~ 4 " .s ~~:?"- .-f',· / ...... ·'" 1~'--J ._;---.---... 

aE SAID · HE TJlLt MAXE A RtPOR! OF MIS l~lJ.~ST!GATlON TO t~~SH .t~G!ON~ . 
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n:~:. :;r to noroc .. l, th?. cn0l~ .. J o:.' th~ -,)l toJ'lt)bi lo 'c-:: ~~~n cutting out. .-~ s l:t it ~-. -:=~ r:o:, 
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A DqSt4riou.a object1 YhoM ab&~ "A'B.t c!es.c:1·~ Tt.:-icu...ly ~ 
rang1nc from ro-om4 to cm-.l, N:.d p::r~Qld.n.I!Ultly bl~ah-w:..it3 
1D eolcua na ob•er'f'ed ..epar&~ly oy ai:x person.• ne~..% ttA 
'tCIIifD ot Le"ll.eod, T«'aa. T1• • ot obaervatioa.a rs.o.g-ed 
:trca 2300 hou:'a to afie%t 0130 houra, night o-! 2-3 ~on.~ 
1957. Sis. ot the object va• eatimat.ed t"rClll t~.at ~ a 
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to tb&t ot ob~eet 200 !e•t 112 l.engtb. . 
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o! th1'• incid!!nt 
a that tb4U' cu•e 
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• • • • • • 
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t.'!e atateQent by 
1~1t1on at~4 
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c. . ID a • · ~ ot hour--a tb1a i:lcid.ent -..'1!\a gi nation-vide 
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publ1c1t7 by the tion'a l'="•ea, ra.dio md TV t:.atvoru, 
7~ tbe next 72 hours A.'l'IC and R~&dq~a USAF -nre c!~tluged 

• • 
Y1 th a flood ot tii'O repo..-ta 1 t.r..e ,_Jor1 ty ot oba~l·.a~ 
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• 
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clai:aing to have encountered a s04DIIYb.at ~1rdlar :pbl!nO!XnCGl: 
• • 

· · .. · a dasuing blui•h-Yhi te obJect, genually o .. r&l 1D aha.:pe, 
· · . :.-. · noop1n1 or tloati:lg n-ee.ro,. - thst sto~~d tMir ca.r '~ 
·;- · . · .. · ;~· "-1tion. The report.~ ~'! ·!'ran pcr•on• ~ sc'!Sle starding !:l · ~ :, ..... _ .., ._., ,~ 

.. . - ~ . :·. ~=~\ · \ ........ tie a casual J y :re:port!ng tv.t.eing the ~bj'eets to · · 
-·.~.,:.,:: · ;~.:.:; ... , thcae :1-;,liatizur that t!l~ . "blue lights" .. •to~d thai: cus. 't:t :- ~, . 

:;o-·'-':1~ ;r. p ,...: r • a . " .I 
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, ' . . . , 

• '"·~_,.,, • . ~; 1g1V~en by. · ~a?&p!tra MG \ ~t~r :r~C:!.!' ·f'l'~rl~~!ll.:. ·- ·lu:: e-:::.~J!~,?lal 
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·.. it wa.e pitch dar!t, ra.in &L! 7'!11.1~ 'li?l-!. fr,: &ing, s. .._.~.ry lev 
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.... . • 

· . ceiling ~.xist.e-d, ~~~ ~l'~ :.:!.~ t:;!.:.; ~!.se"'•.r.;-e:s , ~.:;~ the 
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• .. • 
aightings tcok :?l.._:e neft: e.n ~:ea -,~:..·"! ~J:~~~~ g!'la~s ~:o-:IJ. 

oil o:p.erationa Yere be!r.g cr~o~. :n s ·:~ i:o~t"'..zl,~'!5 i ~e.u.:t::.::r · 
- . : . · · 1gn!'t1cn syJt.eQ:S ~.:::.d -r:~u !r.e~ . .::!.::'"'g t~tt.p~·rs'tl.t.:-~9 V!er'l !'c't!~d 
• • 
· , during the inv-e stig& ticns. · • 
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e. 
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A DlZ.."l:--er o'Z t~ oba.rv~.ra i!lt~v!~ii.ed t:t.emit~ 't~ ·:.:"-'!J.:a:r.e-.1 -
of' lightning cr tlll«he" o-r l!~at. tt~~ Jc:"j:ne sc\l!'~tt coul.a not 
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~ • . .A:ttc' n studies and ana.:.:rs~• by the A!r Fc:rc~, a&d 
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1D tull ation ~th out$i~e •e1~nt!ata ~~d er~arta, 
. it eeDelu.~ed. that tb.e aig:ltin~ ,._, ~t:..~ to a TtJ:".f :-a.:e 

'lightning ~~c~se::on - ~ .. ~i;.;.':.+:.::.i':? -~· ~o ~e.!init.a co~­
cluion hac beet raa.cc.ed r'rr.t..::'~i~~ t'le rotl•ible e!!eeta o:t 
ball lightning cca :J~1t1on ayat..!.u. (All egr"d tr.e.t t..ae 

"".~o.O!l or ecnd! tion.s e:J'.itt!.~~ !.11 tha ~ea &t t~ t!.ne 
~init.,l:r eondU4:1ve to t.':l. ~ ilr~:l~~on. A •tu.d.y e:"! -A;i"...a 
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WHEN T~E OBJECT ROS~ ABOUT ~0 FEET THE ~NGINE AND 
• • 

• . . \ ( ~ 

. ' . . LIGH-Ts w 0 u t.D . AGAIN \~ 0 R K. 
~-~ --_.----- - . . - -.... 

. 

(2) <A> SOUND AND LIGHT FROM THE OBJECTS ATTRACTED THE OBS£RVERS. 
• • • • • 

(B) . FIRST OBSERVED ON THE GROUNU • 
• • 

(C) DISAPPEARED TO THE WEST. 
• 

CD) TOOK OFF STRAIGHT UP; FLEW VERY IRREGULAR AND ERRATIC 

COURSE. 

CE) FLEW OUT OF SIGHT. / • . , _ _.,. \ 
l. - . 

. ..- .... 

(F> APPROXIMAT£LY"2. SECONDS. 
1 ( • ,. -

'L ( cJ .. · . . - ... / f 
{. •. t I • • 

... 
./·---- ~-- - ·-· , .. -

'40o --- • 

/ 
• I -·-- .,..... ~ 

~ -- . s . 
• • ") • • • 

(3) CA> GROUND VISUAL OBSERVATION. 
• • • • • 

CB) NONE 
• • • 

.CC) N/A 

. .. . , 

(4) (A) 3 NOVEMBER 
• 

• • • ' . . . 
(B) NIGHT 

• " . .. . .. .... ,. 

(5) 
• • • 

• -• • • • • • 
• • (~\ - ~ .. , 

• 
• • \ • 

~ OCCUPATION UNKNOWN -- WACO, TEXAS -- -- ·--- . / ... _ ... , 
• 

"" 

• 

PAGE THREE RJWrD~ 2E 

(3) tvEIR CLEM (LEVELLAND COUNTY SHERIFF) LEVELLAND, TEXAS 

• 

(7) 

• • • 

• 

• • • 

.. - • - . 
(B) LUBBOCK WEATHE STATIONa 051)02 3 NOVEMBER 57. SURFACE 
• • • 

WINDS 0 &J DEGREES 15 KNOTS. 

<C) UNLIMIT£D CEILING 
• 

• • 

CD> VISIBILITY 15 MILES 
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1957 (~'"USS!l'IED) • 

• 

• 

A ~terioua object, Yho .. sh&~ ~ d~ae:l~ T&r!ouJly· ~~ 
· :trom round to on.l, ~J:d predcmi:-:.'Ultly blu.i.B=. .. -.,~~ t !t 

1n col~ 111s ob•v-red eepe.r.s~ly by aix p.!raon• n~~: tee 
tawn ot Letella%341 : • T:!nbte ot obseriatioas re.og.ed 

• 

• • 

. .. 
• • 

• 

f 
• • 

:1-c. 2300 h~• to 0130 hot:'e, night ~ 2·3 N~~~ 
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I • t • 
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• 

.. . . b. 
• •• 
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• 

1957. Siu ot the obJect vaa eat1me.ted ~o• that of a 
- to tbat .. ot ob~e-et 200 :r~t in length • • 

• 

••:pact ot thi'a incident ,.. the atate:x:.nt by 
ot obacvara their ·ea.r•a 1gait1on JJto~ 

• 
• -.. . • • tel7 avtnc. ~ occ:urrer.ce. . . · 

• 

• 
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• • 1 
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I .: 
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• 
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• 
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• • 

• • • • 

c • . ID a miattez• ot hour• tbia incident -n.• given natiO!l-Yide 
publ1c1t7 by tbe n&t1oD'a· pr•aa, re.C.io &nd TV ~ei!two:-xa • 

· . ........ 7r: ne~ 72 houra X.."'C d a_,&dq,•a:t.e:-a USAF wre tal~ed 
• • 

. . . ; with a nooa ~ UFO r.~pol'ta, tr.e :Mj el'ity ot ob•C~'1!'.l•a . 
• cl.ai::~ing to have er.counttlred a sc:;;r,evr..a.t s1rd lu phe:n 

• 

a 4•s:l1Dg bluia~-Yh1te obJeet, ge~ally OV'U in aha~, · 
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· . :..- . down ar t .. ing. nec-oy - test ~to~p.ed their ear' a 
• •• • 
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I 

~ . .; : .·. :• :lgn1t.10D. The re:porta ·!':'(01 pers~s o~ '· st~Daing in 
: :~: . ··1 ::·· \ c itie~ caauelJy report•ng a~ing t.'le ·obJe.cta to 

·;,i; ... ,.:~; ~-~ -.:~ ;·· .~oM}nai~tillg +,.bs.t t~ ~lUI) l16Cta" .ato;~d their e!!..l"9 in ... 
· .· .~-~ .~ ~~.~·· .:7..'1. ~:r.f tz 1D tbe o~ Ie:rs-. eitj.ae ~~!Dg· broed &7- · . 

. it~- ~ '1'J ,.._ ~ ,.... , ,. # • r , 
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'· *" :. :F~ '-"2"' \. ' ... • .... .. ... f ... - -·- 't ......... - ... 'i 
" • 1l r ~ 1 e.- •. ' \ • , . ,.. .· . • ' . ... . I , . . '9: . f.· · ... In·~n~;1'7e ~~'! at1g!t.t'!:C"'n• r-c<"~-~c. !.~:,c:n.. t i o:l , ~t '="':;'-~ . ~ .. -1::-

• 
. 'gi~.n b~· n~~w~:pap:::·e 1\n~ \:)t~ ..,~ci!. ,;..-r-" ·'1~~1.:. - r r: E::r.ff.:':'ple: 

• it ns p1t.eb dAl-3: 1 rain a:.a! "Jlis't '~~""4 f ~.:'Ai!"~_, a ..-ery lov 
cellirg e;ti.ate-d, t"r.~r~ 11~r~ l!~~-t!:.g ~.:'.. .sc"· •-.;-:~ 1 e.v--d t~ 

·::. · . ··: · aigbtill.ga. took ?l~e tJ~~ fiL:l ~13a "'J'::.4':~ e.~:::t~• g?l&~.l tr.:>: 
. · ·. .:·. : ·.. /., oi~ operat!.ona Ye=te ~i!lg 'b\lc·D~d . :n scl!ll.e 1Dst~.o: t~r.s !' !'e-.:u.l-ty 

-:. • "· . .· ig.n'1:t!cn .syt~U1B r..:C.d -..~~~ t'r~e:!~,g t-e~_?-::!c.~~a ve-:-rl! tO'.j~l! 
. during the b ve ~tig-a t i o::l '3. . · • . ~ 

• 
• • 

• 

' .. 

) 

·. t 

' 

t 
. t 

• 

-• 
• 

• 

• 
e. ·. A ~ ot t':'.e obMr'fer~ ··1r:t~·.vi a--•·-e~ JJ.Cll'.!:t.-t;.M t~ ; .. '!'~M!'lCl! . .. ·. ..lt 

· ' at lighbing rz ~laahes c! l!~t. · ~-e pr!.~ .so\1.!'-:~ cvW.d not 1 • 
• • • b:e located tea: U:t..r~n an~. in~..r::.p~ons by USAF iDYe.stigstcra. ' 
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t •. Arter «Cauatire studies e::l4 1na.:.ys~• by +4e Air Force, !nd 

in toll bcrat!on with out•!~e leidntiata ~nd •x~ta, 
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- J • 

it eODele~ that t~~ a1gbti!l ·; ,..._, tue t o & ve~y rt:.:e 
· 'lightling ~·~C".aenon - bs..l.l; •• ~1~~ -~-~::,3• !'lo d~!'ini t.e c on-

clue ion b•• rea.c::.ed r·tt-~~ .... ..g ~ r oA•ibl tt e~!~eta ~ 
· b&ll lightning ~~ 1~1t-11)D •yat.:o... (All •gt"Md th&t the 
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G' ·., "" o co ~.r~ ., ;co · · 
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(11) 2ND LT PAUL W. FIELDS, DUTY DIRECTOR, 686TH ACW SQUADRON, 
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WALKER AiB1 NEW MEXICO. NO COMMENT ON POSSIBLE CAUSE. 
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