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[handwritten note at top: “The matter was [discussed?] personally by the Sr. S of St Secretary 

with President Goulart   29-III-62” “O assunto foi [talato?] personalmente pelo Sr. S[x]S. 

Secretario com o Presidente Goulart 29-III-62”]  
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CONFIDENTIAL-URGENT 

DAC/602.1(24h) 

Appeal of Doctor Miró Cardona to the President of the Republic. 

 600.(24h) 

 

 213 – FRIDAY – 18hs00 – I beg to convey to the President of the Republic: I have just 

received a visit from the President of the “Cuban Revolutionary Council,” Dr. José Miró 

Cardona, who asked me to convey an appeal to you on behalf of the families of the 1,182 Cuban 

rebels imprisoned by the Government of Fidel Castro, after the invasion of seventeenth of April 

of last year, in the sense of the interposition of good offices so that the judgment of summary 

character set for the twentieth of the current day is postponed. Dr. Cardona’s appeal is based on 

the following legal, moral and humanitarian reasons: 1) transformation of the category of 

“prisoners of war,” accepted in principle by the Cuban Government to that of war criminals, 

which would deprive those captives of any guarantees of humanitarian treatment, guaranteed by 

the Geneva Conventions and which would have been reiterated by President Dorticós during the 

Punta del Este meeting; 2) the possibility of completing the financing operation in an advanced 

state of negotiation, with the Italian FIAT, for the supply of agricultural tractors to the Cuban 

Government, by the fifteenth of April, in the amount of twenty or twenty eight million dollars, 

the which would be exchanged for the prisoners, under the conditions established by the Cuban 

“Premier”, which did not provide for a time limit for their offer, which would represent a delay 

of only seventeen days from the date set for the trial, 3) humanitarian reasons, considering of the 

lives of some one thousand and two hundred human beings, almost all of whom are family 

members, who are subject to trial by courts of exception, without the right to legal assistance of 

any kind. I would be grateful if you would like to inform the Minister of State in Geneva of the 

preceding.  

 

     ROBERTO DE OLIVEIRA CAMPOS 
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[Source: 600.(24h)—SITUAÇÃO POLITICA—CUBA de janeiro á março de 1.962///maço 6220, 

Ministry of External Relations archives (AMRE), Brasília; translation from Portuguese by James 

G. Hershberg (George Washington University).] 

  




