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SUBJECT:

A pemasant from the viﬁ%ﬁiﬁ' .
Bucharest last week to buy lm

Eo sud:d t.ﬁp.t‘

St ol A Nornally he would |
have bought the wheat in hiﬂ own iy TR | &dnlﬂ.ﬁﬂ%
meet guotas with his own prods : k1 re ls none
to be had, since the whole disf® %gﬁﬁ cmap. In tha
Bucharest peacant market the pelss
for 3,00 Iel per kilo. This ﬁam%
plus third-class traln fare botl wiya
360,00 lei in all. When he surremder
about 28.00 lei for the delivery, ab ﬂ. &r kiﬂagram. (See
Despatch 1\!0._5’_ August 31, 1955 Tt s he will have tao
pay fror transportation of the whga$ to ths raneTving base. DThis
will leave about 20 lei for him., TPhe total cest of the transac-
tion to him will oe about 340 lel.

The peasant feels that he will be able to hold on te his land -
thls yoar but is afraid that if next year's harvest is bhad he will
have to give up and join @ collective or messoclastdon. He reports
that his mother, a wldow with a tiny farm, is giving up ths strug-
gle this year end jolning a collective. The pressure of agricul-
tural taXes coming on top of quotas she could mdt meet wes too much
for her.

A local contact living in Bucharest reports that 8 peasant
who delivers milk to her from his small farm ocutside Buchsrest has
asked her to pay her milk bill in asdvance this month because the
agricultural tex ig coming due and he needs an unusually large
amount of money to pay it.

COMMENT

The ridilculousness of a system which compels the purchase
and dellvery of small amounts of grain from 9ms p t of the coun-
try to another mersely to be collected and stored d perhaps
brought back eventuelly to Bucharest, where it was bought) is &l-
most too monumental for comment. It 1s an illustration of the-way
that gradual collectivization 1s cerried on. If the quotas do n
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% defeat the peasant, the agrimumﬁgggﬁ tax is there ready fo over- l
come his already wosalkened resistance. The tax even causes 4iffl-
culties for those fnich" poasents who can #gell produce {n Buchar-

est. :

It is interasting to mali
vests and further socl alizahb:
lemst in Rumenia, seems o
Conversely, poor barvesis
and speed up socializatlol
ization it must want poor
tor. Except for brief er
the remissions of arrears
the contradictory policie
soclalize agriculture and

ghip between bad har-
socializstion, abi—
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1he Department 1s raquested to send processed copies to
the following:
Amitmbassy, Vienne (PRU,PAD}

AmConGen, Munich ( PRU,MRC)
<AmConGen, Frankfurt { PRU)
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