Aprlil 26, 1940,

{

: The dosirability of the Secretary of ﬁar being uoconplniod '
by General larshall and General Groves wt his conference with the:
Fresident wt which he was to disclose to the President all of the
facts with respeot to the Manhattan kEnpineer District was discussed
between the Secretary of Vur &nd Generwl Marshall., General Mayshall
felt it would be unwisge for him to attend on uwcecount of the cloee news
watoh being kept on the White douse. slso us & result of this dis-
cussion General Groves didn't go to the White Houcs with the beeretary
but entered through the buck door and was bLrought into the President's
office from the back door ubout 5 or 10 minutes after the conference -
started, :

During this poriod the Secretary had presonted his short
opening stutement and had initiuted the discusgsion emphusizing the
importance from the btundp01nt of the San Fraucisco conference of the
problem,

of the Secretary and preszed riy concurrence iin it with the exception
that 1 pointed out thp dengers of over-cmphasizing the power of &
slngle bomb, :

Prior to goigg over to the White Hou]o I read the utatément‘
X

. . After General Groves entered his memorsndum to the Sacratary.
of Wer dgted April 23rd was read by the President and the President

" waked questions conceming various items. 4 great many of these questions-

were answered by the Seoretary with little or no amplification by General

Groves. The anewers to the remsinder of the questions were either con-

siderably amplified by General Groves or were answered in their entirety

The President did not keep the report as he felt it wés not
sdvisable. 4 preat deal of emphasis was placed on foreign relations and
particulerly on the ltussian situation., The President did not show any
concern over the amount of funds being spent but made it very definite
that he wus in sentire agreement‘w1tr the necessity for the project.

The President approved our ideas about taking a few members
of the Congress to Tennesseo and concurred in the adviswubility of
leaving the cholce. to the Speaker for the House and to Senator Barkley
for .the Senate,

present The Secretary and m\aelf buth ‘emphusized to the President that
our,interest wug purely military, that while there was unquestionably
great prospects for future commercial developments our immediate pros-
peots were military only and it wus towards that field thet our entire
effort was devoted, The steps taken by us toi secure control of raw
materimls were discussed &t considerable length und the reasons why I
Lhad been firet opposed to and later in favor of bringine the British
into the project, (i.e., the securing of the Belprian Congo ore) was
bronght out distinotly.

The Secretary stated that the entire work was under the charge
of General Croves snd expressed his entire confidence in him. The
President replied that he had known General Jrovee for a number of yekrs
and had the highest regard for him,
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