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Actions to be Taken Should we Conclude a 
Test has Occurred and the Issue has Not 

Yet Become Public Knowledge 

Situation: 

We mayor may not have specific evidence as pointing 

to South Africa as the source of the test, but the presump-

tion that this is so will be strong. Further analysis of 

additional evidence may permit us to conclude with reason-

able certainty that South Africa is the source. The facts 

will become public before long. The situation will be one 

in which we conclude that South Africa has tested and in 

doing so has violated the Limited Test Ban Treaty. 

Actions to be Taken: 

Decision on whether now to issue a public statement. 

Before issuing such a statement consultations and 

informing other governments along the lines of the 

first contingency. 

Further decisions on public posture 

Strength of public reaction (denunciation, 

etc. ) 

Form of public reaction (statement by 

President, Secretary of State, etc.) 

Question of calling for UN action. 

Decisions on consultations with other nuclear 

supplier states 

Those covered by contingency 1 paper 
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Actions to be Taken Should Knowledge of 
Nuclear Test Become Public Domain 

Situation: 

We know nothing more than we know now, i.e., Vela 

sighting. Credible inquiry is received from press, public or 

other government indicating nuclear test in southern Atlantic 

is in public domain or about to be. 

Decision is made to inform principals (7th floor and NSC) 

and recommend that public statement be issued. 

Actions to be Taken: 

Statement should be reviewed for any needed update. 

Question: should informal working group be formed 

in Operations Center to coordinate subsequent actions? 

Before issuance of statement, advise urgently: 

Other Bureaus in State: H, PA, PM, geo-

graphic bureaus (Assistant Secretaries 

only). H to be consulted on who should 

be briefed in Congress. 

Other agencies in U.S. Government who 

know of problem and might also be queried 

by press (CIA, DOD, DOE). 

Before or simultaneously with issuance of statement, 

consultations as follows: 
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