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1, C = ENTIRE TEXT,

2, APPRECIATE CUPIES OF N,Y, TIMES AND W, PDOST ARTICLES
SENT PER REFTEL WHILH GAVE MORE INFU THAAN LDCAL PRESS
i REPORTS BASEU ON ThmEM, IRONY IS THAT TrEY PROVICE MORE
(IF TRUE) THAN wHAT WE HAVE ORAAN FROM UFFICIAL SUUNCES
TO GIVE TU Poen, BOTHA (E,Gs T'TUOLE'S ASSERTION THAT VELA
SYSTEM wAS AGING ANU THAT "SENSURS ON THE SATELLITE THAT
WOULD nAvVE DETECTED A RELEASE UF NEUTKRONS, GAMMA RAYS,
AND X«RAYS APPARENTLY HAD SEEN JTURNED OFF TU SAVE PUWER™®
AND PROLONG SATELLITE'S (IFE), ~ =~ '

INTENDED TO GIVeE HIM ASIDE FRUM DISCUSSIUN OF PULIT}CAL
ASPECTS, APPEARS TU BE LESS THAN BY NOW HAS BEEN PUBLISHED
IN THE MEDIA, wHILE IT WOULD HELP FOR PUWKPOSE OF DIS=
CUSSION TC BE ABLE 10 GIVE nIm SOMETHING MURE EXCLUSIVE,

L THI3 mAY NOT oE PUSSIBLE,
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4, ON BASIS UF CASUAL CONVERSATIUNS wITH SAG OFFICIALS,
IT SEEMS LIAELY GNE WUESTION P.W. AND OTHERS MAY DEMAND

STRAIGHT ANSWER TO IS WmY USG DLID NUT CONSULT SAG IN o
CONFIQENCE KIGRT AFTER SEPTEMBER 22 EVENT, ANSwER, ot Q§5l’
UNFORTUNATELY, IS FAIRLY GBVIUUS, I.E, THaT SAG I3 ITSELF 99

A PRIME Su3SPECT, BUT I SUPPOSE 1T IS bedT TU CUN=

TINUE TU TAKE THE LINE WODDING CARTER DlD Un QCTOBER <o

(STATE 279879) THAT WE WISHED FIRST TO A85e38 wrETHLR A

NUCLEAR EVENT HAD TAKEN PLACE ANU wHRETHER TRE Evivenie

WE MAD (FRO#M A SENSITIVE SYSTEM) HARRANTED SEEKING TrpolK

HELP IN IDENTIFYING IT. ) ‘ “ T

5, PROBLEM Wg HAVE NOW IS TO MGVE SAG TUwArD MAKINL MORE
AUTHORITATIVE DENIAL UF ANY NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE ACTIVITY UN
ITS PART AND A REAFFIRMATION THAT IT nad O NUCLEAR '
EXPLOSIVE DEVELOPMENT PRUGRAM AND nG INTENTION TO DEVELUFP
OR TEST ANY NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES IN THE FUTURE. (I7 1S wURTH
NOTING, HOWEVYER, THAT MQST mMEDIA TREATMENT IS ALREAUY
ASSUMING A SAG UENIAL OF THE SEPToMBER 22 EVENT,) REvIew-
ING THE MATTER AT THIS STAGE, I ThRINK THE BEST TRING TO DO
IS TO PREFARE A WKITTEN COMMUNICATIUN TU Pew, BOTHA AND
RUN THRUUGH LT URALLY WITH PIK ©OTHA ANU oRAND FOURIE

WHEN ASKING THEM TO DELIVER IT TO THE PRINME MINISTER,

§, FIRST STEP, UPON RECEIPT UF APPOINTMENT WITH PIK ANUD
BRAND FUURIE, WUULD HE TO ASK THEM TO FORwARD MESSAGE TU
PoW,, INFURMING TREM THAT WHMILE [ WOULU STILL APPRECIATE
GPPORTUNITY TU DISCUSS ISSUE WwITH HIM, UUR URIGINAL
PURPOSE OF GIVING HIM PROMPT BRIEFING BASEU ON ADVANCE
PRIVILEGED INFORMATION HAS OBVIOUSLY BEEN UVERTAKEN BY
EVENTS, SOME OF THE INFORMATION 1S NU LUNGER New, ANU LN
ANY EVENT IT SEEMS, UNFORTUNATELY, THAT Tnk PrImME MINISTER
) CONFIUENTIAL '
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| 7. IN CONSIDERING CONTENT OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIUN, UT

: MIGHT BE USEFUL TU REINFORCE SUBSTANCE UF TALKING PUINT (1)
BY STATING THAT FUBLIC AN PRESS ATTENTION WERE NQT OF ‘
OUR MAKING BUT NEVERTHELESS CREATED A Now SITUATIUN TU
WHICH NEITHER A POLICY OF SILENCE NUR ONE OF "KEEPING
PEOPLE BUESSING" IS An EFFECTIVE RESPUNSE, '

8, IN POINT (L), IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TU ALU, "In WHATLVER

WAY YUU CUNSIDEN MUST APPROPRIATE, "™ TU THE KEWWEST FOR A

CLEAR AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT ThAT SOUTA AFKICA HAS NU

KNOWLEDGE UF THE (ScPTEMBER 22) EVENT, ALSU, FULLOWING

POINTS (L) AND (M), CONSIDERATION MIGHT St GIVEN TO ARDING ' &
A PARAGRAPH AS FULLUWS: "THE VENUE OR CUNTEXT OF ANY i
STATEMENT ABUUT THE PHENDMENON UF SEPTEMoER 22, AND OF ANY
CONFIRMATION UF U.S, UNDERSTANDING UF SUUTH AFRICA'S PUOLICY

AND INTENTLUNS, ARE LESS IMPORTANT THAN THAT wHATEVER IS

SAILD SE AUTHURITATIVE, UNEQUIVOCAL, AnND IN SOME FURM 10

WHICH PUBLIC REFERENCE COULU Bt mADE BY THE USG. wE Ak

NOT APPROACHING SUUTH AFRICA IN AN ACCUSATURY MANNER ANU

N—-—OO=

| ARE NOT SEEKING TU EMBARRASS S0UTA AFRICA IN ANY wAY, BUT
| SIMPLY ELIEVE THAT TrE RECURD RUST Bt ASSULUTELY CLEAR.Y
EOMONDSON
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