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'LEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO SIR CHARLES POWELL, FROM
;ENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL

{ECURITY AFFAIRS.

'EBRUARY 19, 1991

‘HARLES =--

tERE IS THE TEXT OF A GENERAL LETTER TO THE COALITION PARTNERS
IHICH WE DISCUSSED A FEW MINUTES AGO.

JIRENT
JEGIN ATTACHMENT:

JEAR

[ WANTED TO BRING YOU UP TO DATE ON OUR EXCHANGES WITH THE SOVIETS
A\ND MORE GENERALLY ON WHERE WE STAND. I FIRST HEARD FROM PRESIDENT
SORBACHEV YESTERDAY, FEBRUARY 18, ON THE VISIT OF IRAQI FOREIGN
{INISTER AZIZ TO MOSCOW. PRESIDENT GORBACHEV WROTE ME THAT HE HAD
>ROPOSED TO THE IRAQIS A PLAN IN WHICH IRAQ WOULD ANNOUNCE THE
JITHDRAWAL OF ITS TROOPS FROM KUWAIT BY A DATE CERTAIN, TO BE
*OLLOWED BY A TERMIMATION OF HOSTILITIES AND, THE NEXT DAY, BY THE
"4ITHDRAWAL OF THE TROOPS THEMSELVES. IRAQ WOULD RECEIVE A
:UARAN??E THAT ITS TROOPS BEING WITHDRAWN WOULD NOT BE ATTACKED AND
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES. PRESIDENT
5ORBACHEV ALSO DEPICTED A LARGE ROLE FOR THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL,
30TH DURING THE WITHDRAWAL PERICD AND BEYO%D, IN R HANNFR THAT
RAISED SERIOQUS QUESTIO&S OF LINKAGE. '
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ff}IHHEDIATELY RESPONDED TO PRESIDENT GORBACHEV'S'LETTERp"
IBPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE THAT IRAQ'S WITHORAWAL FRON KUWAIT BS
JNCONDITIONAL AND IMMEDIATE AS CALLED FOR BY RESOLUTION 660. I
QET&D MY CONCERN OVER THE UNSPECIFIED LENGTH OF THE IRAQI
JITHDRAWAL, SUGGESTING THAT IRAQ SHOULD BE PERMITTED NO MORE THAN
76 HCURS 7O COMPLETE THIS TASK. I ALSO UNDERLINED THE NECESSITY
FGR- IRAQ TO COMPLY WITH ALL THZ RELEVANT SECURITY COUNCIL DEMANDS
AND EXCHANGE ALL POWS AND OTHER THIRD-COUNTRY NATIONALS HELD
AGAINST THETIR WILL.  LAST, I UNDERLINED THAT WE (QOULD NOT BE DRAWN
[NTO ANY NEGOTIATIONS ABOUT IRAG’S WITHDRAWAL.

1|HAVE SINCE SENT A SECOND MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT SORBACHEV, ONE THAT
REFLECTED ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION OF HIS LETTER BY ME AND MY HOST
SENIOR ADVISORS. IN ADDITION TO REITERATING THE THEMES OF %Y
ZARLIER COMMUNICATION, I IMPRESSED UPON PRESIDENT GORBACHEV THAT

FTHERE COULD BE NO CEASE-FIRE BEFORE A MASSIVE WITHDRAWAL FROM
CYWATIT WAS UNDERWAY AMD NO CESSATION OF THE OVERALL STATLD OF
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{0STILITIES UNTIL THAT WITHDRAWAL WERE COMPLETED. ANY OTHER
SRRANGEMENT WOULD RISK-THE LIVES OF COALITION FORCES. ~ I MADE CLEAR
THAT WE WOULD NOT ATTACK RETREATING IRAQI FORCES; AT THE SAME TIME,
ANY IRAQI BREACH OF WITHDRAWAL CONDITIONS WOULD BRING INSTANT AND
3HARP RESPONSE. THE EXCHANGE OF POWS AND OTHER THIRD-COUNTRY
{ATIONALS WOULD HAVE TO BE COMPLETED WITHIN 24 HOURS. FINALLY, THE
IRAGIS HAD TO UMDSERSTAND THAT ANY USE OF UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONS ON
THEIR DPART WOULD TRIGGER NOT ONLY A MASSIVE COALITION MILITARY
RESPONSE BUT WOULD AFFECT THE COALITION'S TREATNENT OF IRAQ IN THE
JAR'S AFTERMATH. ) .

[N 'SHORT., AND AS I SAID PUSLICLY, THE SOVIET INITIATIVE AS IT
CURRENTLY STANDS DOES NOT MEET OUR REQUIREMENTS? THAT SAID, WE ARE
¥07 CLOSING THE DOOR ON DIPLOMACY. THE IRAQIS KNOW AS THEY HAVE
TOR MORE THAN SIX MONTHS WHAT THEY MUST DO. 1IN THE MEANTIME, WE
\RE CONTINUING WITH OUR MILITARY ACTIVITIES AND PREPARATIONS. I
JILL ENDEAVOR TO KEEP YOU ABREAST OF ANY DEVELOPRENTSZ? AT THE SAME
TINE, I WOULD HOPE YOU WOULD NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT ME ABOUT ANY
JF THE ISSUES RAISED HERE. :
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