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1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT)

2. SCICOUNS MET |.G. MOROZOV, DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE
STATE COMMITTEE FOR THE UTILJZATION OF ATOMIC ENERGY

AND SOVIET RPRESENTATIVE TO IAEA BOARD OF GOVERNORS,
OCTOBER 38 TO BRIEF HiM ON THE SUSPECTED NUCLEAR EVENT

IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. SCICOUNS DREW FROM THE BACK-
GROUMD PRESS BRIEFING (REFTEL B) AND MADE THE SPECIFIC
POINTS PROVIDED REFTEL A.

3. IN RESPONSE, MORQZOV FIRST POINTED TO THE OFFICIAL
TASS ANNOUNCEMENT PRINTED IM PRAVDA OCTOBER 30

THAT "NO EXPLOSIONS, ACCIDENTS, OR ROCKET LAUWCHES FROM
SOVIET SUBMARINES TOOK PLACE IN THIS REGION." THIS
ANNOUMCEMENT WAS MADE, ACCORDING TO PRAVDA, IN RESPONSE
TO THE FALSE REPORTS SPREAD BY SOUTH AFRICAN INFORMATION
AGENCIES THAT THE SEPTEMBER 22 INCIDENT HAD RESULTED

FROM AN ACCIDENT ON BOARD A SOVIET NUCLEAR SUBMARINE.
HOROZOV ALSO WAS PUZILED THAT THE US HAD OBTA!NED NO
CORROBORATING IHFORMATION BY OTHER HEANS, AIR SAMPLES

AND SEISMIC DATA, FOR EXAMPLE. SCICOUNS SPECIFICALLY
STATED THAT THE STATEMENT IN THE OCTOBER 30

PRAVDA PIECE THAT "AMERICAN TECHNICAL SERVICES HAD
ESTABLISHED THROUGH COLLECTION OF AIR SAMPLES THAT RADIO-
ACTIVITY 1S PRESENT IN THE REGION OF THE EXPLOSION"

WAS FALSE AS FAR AS EMBASSY KNEW (THAT 1S, AS OF THE
OCTOBER 26 BACKGROUNDER) AND THAT WE WERE CONTINUING

TO AHALYZE ALL [NFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US

4. MOROIOV SAID THAT HE DID NOT HAVE ACCESS TO SOVIET
MEANS OF VERIFYING THE NATURE OF THE SEPTEMBER 22 IN-
CIDENT. HE PROMISED [HMEDIATELY TO PASS ON THE US REQUEST
FOR IHFORMATION 7O THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
(SCtCOUNS HAS MEETING SCHEDULED WITH B.P. PROKOF'YEV
DEPUTY CHIEF OF TRE INTERNATIONAL ORGAHIZATION DEPARTMENT
AT MFA, ON OCTOBER 31). MOROZOV EXPRESSED APPRECIATION
FOR THE BRIEFING AND ASKED TO BE KEPT INFORMED OF

FURTHER AMALYSIS OF US DATA.

5. MOROZOV THEN REVIEWED HIS OWN COMTACTS WITH US POLiICY-
HAKERS ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR ISSUE OVER THE

PAST 14 MOHTHS. HE RECALLED AMBASSADOR SMITH’'S RELATIVELY
OPTIMISTIC ASSESSHENT IN SEPTEMBER 1978 AT THE IAEA AND
THE SOMEWHAT LESS OPTIMISTIC VIEWS OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY
PICKERING DURING KIS FEBRUARY 1379 VISIT TO MOSCOW.

HE ASSERTEDTHAT IF AN EXPLOSION HAS INDEED TAKEM PLACE,
THERE 1S A NEED TO TAKE VERY EMERGETIC MEASURES HCT TO
LET THE SITUATION DEVELOP FURTHER. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN
THAT ANY EXPLOSION WOULD KAVE VERY SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES
FOR THE NEXT IAEA BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING IN HEW

DELHI IN DECEMBER. IF THE INVOLVEMENT OF OTHER COUNTRIES
IN ADDITION TO SOUTH AFRICA IS ESTABLISHED (APPARENTLY AN
!NDIRECT REFERENCE 7O PRESS REPORTS ABOUT POSSIBLE
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ISRAEL| INVOLVEMENT), THIS COULD VERY SERIOUSLY UNDER-
MINE THE NON-PROL IFERATION TREATY.
6. MOROZOV SAID HE SUSPECTED THAT VELA SIGNAL

WAS CORRECT AND THAT AN ATOMIC EXPLOSION HAD TAKEN PLACE.

HE EL IMINATED USA, USSR, UK OR FRANCE AS COUNTRIES WRICH
WIGHT MAVE SET OFF NUCLEAR EXPLOSION. HE SAID HE DIDN'T
THINK CHINA OR INDIA WOULD. CHOOSE THAT PART OF THE WORLD
FOR A TEST.
HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY US HAD HOT, IMMEDIATELY

UPON RECEIVING THE VELA SIGNAL ON SEPTEMBER 22, LAUNCHED
EFFORTS TO COLLECT CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE. US HAD SEN-
SITIVE SEISMIC NETWORK (MOROZOV AIDE PUSTYNTSEV CREDITED
NETWORK WITH CAPABILITY OF DETECTING EXPLOSIONS OF ONE
KILOTON) ; WHY DID NOT US SIMPLY UNROLL 1TS MANY SEIS-
MIC RECORDS FOR THAT DATE? HE IMPLIED US HAD NOT

BEEN ANXiOUS TO FIHD CORROBORATIVE EVIDEMNCE.

7. SCICOUNS REPLIED BY STATING US HAD SOUGHT OTHER
EVIDENCE, BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS. HE READ STATEMENTS TO
MOROZOV ABOUT US-USSR COMMON INTEREST IN GETTING SOUTH
AFRICA TO ADHERE 7O NPT AND ABOUT NEED FOR A NON-
POLEMICAL APPROACH.

8. MOROZOV REPLIED WITH RUSSIAN PROVERB, GIST OF WHICH
WAS THAT US DID NOT SEEM ALL THAT SERIOUS ABOUT FINDING
OUT WHETHER AN EXPLOSION HAD TAKEN PLACE. HE ALSO

SAID THAT HE HAD READ REPORTS "FROM LESS THAN RELIABLE
SOURCES™ THAT US DATA INDICATED YIELD WAS IN THE 2

1/2 70 4 KILOTON RANGE., SCGICOUNS SAID US DATA NOT ALL
THAT PRECISE, BUT REITERATED US DESIRE RECEIVE ANY IN-
FORMATION THAT SOVIET NATIONAL MEAMS OF DETECTION MIGHT
PROVIDE REGARDING WHAT HAPPEMED ON SEPTEMBER 22.
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