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in the CONUS while the 43d Strategic

March as contingency mobility units
na were the Pacific

Wing at Andersen and the 376th gtrategic Wing at Kade

. contingency mobility units.7l

* Y
e e ;ijgﬁg)*gmhe_ﬂzjZDJ_;hg_RE;gE;y aireraft for contingency operations,
range of contingency mlasions including

‘sould deliver weapons in & wide

aerial mine-laying operatlons, reconnaisaance/surveillance operations,

psychological operations, and show of force. Because rapid contingency

sential to the deterrence of aggreasion, units were to

¢ SuppoTt was es

1){i) after notification,, 2

o deploy withinf {:

" (5/¥%GDS) Headguarters SAC made- the important aspumption that the

B (1

, : j?_lj_e_cags}_ar_ Korea had been 2 festering
had included it in theater varfare plans.

ﬁorldltfdubie apoﬁ; the U.S.
uarters SAC and 3d Air Division reviewed

As recently as OctobeT 1975, Headqg
port the U.R. in South Korea.lh In August

135's TDY to Andersen were

the SAC forces necessary to EUP
1976, the nearest B~52D bombers and six KC-
assigned to the 43d Strateglc Wing and additional KC-135 tankers were

gsigned to the 176th Strateglc Wing.:

L.:...ﬁww..; g

The Korean Incident

(—LC,_LS}”OR 18 August 1
officers who were gsupervising the prunin
(J5A) of the United Mations Ccommand in Korea.
e Republic of Korea.

976, North Korean goldiers murdered two U.S. Army
g of a poplér tree in the Joint

Security Ares The next day,

the JCS declared DEFCON Three for U.S. Forceg in th

The U.S. protested the killings and gerved notice again to ?'yongyang that

eady to pull out of South Korea. Consequently, the U.5.

the U,5. was not T
h SAC played

directéd a number of military ghow of force actions in whic
a principal role.

\X_SBS Refueling Support.
to provide inflight refueling for an F-111 squadrom deploying to Taegu,

Korea.75 Within hours, SAC rapidly agtahlished three TTF's to support
TTF was composed of 10 KC~135's and two

5 and fivé spares

At 00322 on 19 August, the JOS alerted SAC

the F-111's. The Fairchild

The Fielson TTF was composed of 20 tanker
was composed of 13 tankers and two spares. The

SEERET— il

Spares.
while the Kadena TTF
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St sammmeeme Afid where needed,
9\ This refueling commitment of SAC's was further tested 20 August.

a‘?‘t‘ 355 Lm
:'Z i, J*r n—,,

tankers flew to the staging base bafore all the F~111's had departed
Mountain Home AFB, Idaho, at 20252 on 19 August.76 The ascheduled refuel-
inga were completed and the 18 F-11ll's were in place at Taegu by 0B55Z on

20_August=~12_and one-half hours after the last alrcraft departed from
Iduhc.z7 General Doughercty expressed his apprecietion “to TAC'® ot~

mander:
Pleage convey my personal congratulations and the admiration
of the men and women of SAC to the tigers of the 366TFW. The
timely movement of all scheduled alrcraft over a difficult
and demanding route has agailn proved that TAC possesses the
best fighter alrerews in the world. 5AC is pleased and proud
to have participated in thls noteworthy achilevement and we
continue to commit our tankers to be "raady for contact™ when

The F-lll aircraft needed logistical support. MAC began airlifting mate-

riel to Korea_ to support these fighters ‘viaC~141 and C~5 aircraft.~-SAC.“ —

provided the 12 KC-135's to refuel these C-5'g flying non-stop from
Nine of the tankers came from the Eielaon TTF

Mountailn Home to Taegu.
and refueled the C-5's southeast of Alaska shortly after takeoff at 0830Z

on 20 August.79 Three KC-135's, compromising the Yokota TTF, refueled

the C-5's east of Japan and then recovered at 02482 on 21 August at Kadena.

Ganeral Carlton praised SAC's flexible response which made possible the
short-notice C~5 deployment that began even before the F-111 deployment

-

was completed.
UL/}Efr In the meantime, on 19 August, with tropical storm Dot threat-
ening Okinawa, the 376th Strategic Wing made plang to evacuate its ailr-

crafr from Kadena. Wich the approval of Headquarters SAC, the 376th

removed 1ts four KC~135%a from alert to prepare for evacuation. The

evacuation; which began at 2355Z on 19 August, involved relocating seven

KC~135A's, five KC~135Q's and three RC~135M’s to Yokota, three KC-135Q's

and one RC~-135T te Clark, and three KC-135's to Andersen. With the

atorm paasing 60 miles souch-southwest, the peak windes at Kadena reached

only 47 knota.85 The aircraft returned to Kadena on 21 Augu__st.86

[/\/LS? Three of the tankera evacuated to Yokota participated in a
refueling miscion that had begun on 20 August when SAC provided nine

KC~135's to refuel two GBU-15 equipped F~4E flghters deploying from
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_Eglin AYFB, Florida, to Osan A3, Korea, via Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, One

KC-135 from-Blytheville and two from Grand Eorks refueled the fighters on

their way to Alaska. Then, three Elelson TIF tankers refueled the tactical

gan their flight across the Pacific. At the half-way

fighters as they be
kota based tank—

point the Eielson TTF tankers weré relieved by the three Yo

ers which then refueled the fighters as needed on the final leg tO Korea.BB

w { A 17ps), S5AC maintained a ¥C~135 tanker on atrip alert at Kwang
ny contingency. - On 20 August, the 31Ath AlT
nother KC-135 be deployed to Kwang Ju.Bg Head-
y mdving'one of the 43d Strategic
vided inflight

Ju, Kores,

to provide support during 2

pivision at Osan required a

quarters SAC responded on the same day b

Wing tankers from\YEkota to Kwang Ju. The two tankers prd
45, F-4D, and F-4C aircraft.90 The second tanker
1

refueling support for -
remained at Kwang Ju until 7 September when it returned to Ka

LL,GS%*GBE) B-52 dperations. With the F-111 aquadron, C=3, and F=4E
and troplcal stoIm Dot

In the meantime,

dena.

deployments, the move of the KC-135 to Kuang Ju,

all occuring on 20 August, SAC units were quite busy.

on 19 August, the JC5 alerted SAC to conduct B-52 bombing operations

in Korea, GSAC considered Nightmare Range, but it was too close to
the DHZ.92 A second cholce, Koon-Ni, was too close to a village.

The Chik-Do range could be used for B-52's -to drop‘HK 117 750-pound

bombs from 25,000 feet after the Republic of Korea cleared the range.

Headquarters SAC direéted, however, that no 1ive drops be made on any

range in South Korea unless it soO directed.
.L?%&sf’ on 19 August, HeadquaTters 3d Air Divisien directed the
v ;ctice contingency generation exer=

434 Strategic Wing to commence a pr
ional bomb racks in the

cise that included the installation of convent

B—52D'a.96 The Category "A" corties were not taken off alert. Llater,

the 3d Air Division directed the 43d to load flares and &mD nition

aboard the generated B-52D's.

L| A8Y The JCS directed the 43d Strategic Wing to fly B-52D

treining sorties over South Korea using two OT three B-52's per cell

during daylight. While the B-52's would not carry bombs, they would




+

located north of the DHZ.gB SAC establlshed the route, low altitude

{1y high cnough to be easlly detected by North Korean radar, which was ' - i
i

profiles, bomb rumns, rules of engagemént, and recall procedures for

EPE aircraft.99 )
u)ggpxdﬁﬁ) Headquarters 34 Air Division then requested that the 314th - !

Alr Division at Osan furnish six MIG Combat Air Patrol (CAP)--capable

of shooting down MIG's-~aircraft to fly between the 37th parallel

and the DMZ during the inclusive time of -2146Z on 21 August andhﬂllhz

on 22 August to provide fighter support to the first thfee B-52D mircraft

flying over South Korea.loo SAC planned the times te coincide with QOper-

ation Paul Bunyan, the joint United Nations Command operation in which the

remains of the poplar tfee in the JgA were chopped down.lo1 |

{:2)(%}*65@)“ Three B-52D aircraft flew from Andersen over South Korea

with three buddy KG~135 tankers and recovered at Andersen. The B-52's

W

made their First bomb run from a high altitude (31,000-32,000 feet) with'
the second and third runs at medium altitude (15,000-16,000 feet). Head-
quarters SAC had cancelled the low level altitudes for thess B-52 sorties.lo2

Detachment %, lst Combat Evalﬁation Group, scored the synchronous simulated
103

release mission. e .
_C};:KSJEGbS) On 22 Aupust 1576, Headquartera 3d Air Divielon notified
Headquarters SAC that it needed a total of nine B~52's and crews to

continue flying the three B-52 sorties per day and maintain its ailreraft

on ground alert. The 43d Strategic Wing also needed KC~135 support, and
consequently readjusted the redeployment of kC-lHS afrcraft and crews

from Andersen.lo4 5AC then moved an additional tanker and crew from Okinawa
to Andersen to support the B-52 missggns.los That same day, SAC's coﬁtin_

gency management group inactivated.l General Dougherty expressed his

appreciation for SAC's accompliahments,107

with General Jones adding his
108 . .

the nextiday.

' é;£355) The 43d Strategic Wing made plans for a standdown for
maintenance and planned to fly between one and three Korean training
sorties per week afterwards. The 3d Air Division requested that SAC
permit the last CEG personnel to provide a Korean low level terrain

avoidance route for B—52's'flying RBS missions over South Knrea.log
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Then, on 24 Auguat, JCS indicated additional B-52 sorties

J

were necessary and the contingency management group reconvened.
Headquarters SAC directed thrze B~32 sorties per day be flown and
that one ground spare, manned and with engines running, and one
cocked unmanned ground spare be maintained.lll The 34 Adr Division

then requested an additional tanker and two crews be sent to Andersen
for ten days to support the B-52 aortieu.ll2

k Céﬁ On 26 August, Headquarters SAC declared that the training
misaions over South Korea would continue single ship 1f the cell
mates aborted the mission. ."There is & sense ofmurgency concerning
these missiona; however, judgmenta are to be made with safe operations

as the primary consideration and ultimate goal," Major General John W.
Burkha;t, DCS/Dperations, cautioned.¥13

To meet the 434 Strategic Wing's need, Headquartera‘SAC
directed the 96th Bomb Wing to deploy two B=52's and crews and the
7th -Bomb Wing to deploy one B-52 and crew.114 These aircraft
deployed late on 25 August and arrived at Andersen the next day.
Three tankers staging from Travis (one tanker each from the 916th
AREFS, 96th Bomb Wing, and 320th Bomb Wing) provided refueling sup-
port. When the tankers arrived at Hickam one of tﬁem could not off~
load fuel. A strip alert tanker from Hickam launched and assumed
the miﬂaion.ll5 Aftér the three additional airérews arrived at
Apdersen, Headquarters SAC recommended the 43d man the ground apare
B~52 whenever aircrew resourcas permitted.116 The 3d Air Division

also changed the launch times of the B-52's to permit launch and

recover$ during daylight hours.l17

SAC alse provided two B-52D and two KC-135 officers TDY
to the 31l4th Adlr Division at -Osan., The B-52 officers provided
expertise on B—52.:onventional matters and the coordination of B-52
and fighter tactics while the KC-135 personnel provided experience
with complex fighter refueling operations and the manual GCI environ-
ment.llB. In addition, SAC shipped four J-57 engines to Andersen
nboafd C-141 aircraft that ferried the augmentation maintenance

119
LTI 0t

perasonnel to the 43d Strategic Wing.
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(&} As the B-52's flew from Andersen to Korea and back, they

pagséd over part of the Japanese {slands. Political gensitivities in

Japan could be affected by bombers f£lying over Japan. On 26 August,

the American Embassy in Tokyo asked if the B-52's were flying acros8

Japanese territorial alr space. Secretary of state Henry Kigsinger

A a result, gAC directed B-52's not to

replied that they were.121
122

fly OY 3—5ry Japanese land mass.
(SLKGDS)  SAC planned to continue the bombing runs after 31 August,

st, the JCS directed the gorties be termineted.123 How~—

out on 30 Augu
he next day that B-52 Korean training sor—

aver, thenJCS notified SAC €

ties would comence 7 September. On 3L August, SAC relieved the

43d Strategic Wing of its four ground alert gsorties in order to support
1own 2. SeptembeT with

The 3d Air Divi-

the B-52 training missiona.125 The misalon was £

three B~52's scheduled and two across the target.
7 put on 7 Sep-

sion planned three ninsions the week of 4- 11 Septemher,1
128

tember,, the JCB directed return to DEFCON Four for U.5. forces 'in Korea.

On tbe.following day, they terminated the B=-52 tralning flights over

'South Kor:i .
é;#f’ g) During the ten days of the B-52 Korean flights, Head-

not know if the Jcs wanted the B-52 £lights to con=

quarters SAC did
d several pnssibilitiee-to continue

tidue.130 Therefore, 1t explore
and expand these f1ights, with recommendatlons from 3d Alr Division.

( The redeployment of the three B-52's was originally scheduled
e JCS directed continuation of the B-52

*

orl SeptEmher,132 but when th

training missions beyond the tenth day, SAC postponed the B-52D

redeployment while the KC~135 and augmentation personnel redeployment

continued aB scheduled After the JC3 cancelled the B-52 sortien,

the B=52D's redeployed on 3 September.l
v On 20 October, general Keck informed Readquarters USAF of

gome of the problems encountered during the Korean Incident. At the

beginning of the crisis too many channels of communications were open

e

* (U) See "Busy Hurdler," this chaptet.
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- petween the -JC5, USAF, and SAC. gince this had been & 305 directed

red having all offikial calls channeled from the

action, he sugges
tly to the SAC contingency management

Jjcs crisis action team direc

team. AnotheT problam concerned the jdentification of "Korean

jes" for the p-52 vis-a-vis ghow-of-force aorties.

Training Sort
uationa, consider tasking

General Keck gtated, Wi future criais sit

ole consistent with the overall intent of the
{eved 1f no reference

p-52 assets in & T
Better tasking might have been ach
n A third deficlency he identified con—

gk forces; these

operation.
to training had been made.
cerned the composition=and requirement for tanker te
y identified and therefore, taxed the Tepources of the

were not full
gth Strategic Wing. General Keck recommended that as much warning -

as possible be provided on*total refueling. requirements necesBary s
Finally, the late decision to continue the p-52 missions past Day 5

and erd on Day 10 ha
in deployment of B—52D aircraft to Andersen.

t lead time be considered before gending

d an impact on the management of GAC resources,

causing a delay

ceneral Keck recormended tha
135

out executlon messages.

Sea RecgnnaissancelSurveillance _
Méﬁj SAC had long possessed anti-submarine warfare, mine laying

sibilities as collateral roles in support‘of the
p flew one of the first SAC sea "purvell-

and sea search reapol

U.5. Navy. The 509th Bomb Grou

1ance missions with B~20 aircraft in 1946, Since the Cuban crisis of 1962

when SAC's B-47's sighted Soviet vessels enroute ‘to Cuba, however,

gaG's activity had been negligible whiie it still kept up the plans
in the 1965-1973 time

for maritime operations during war times.
period, the B-52, which had been regarded 23 8 strategic bomber in
de of service in SAGC, assumed another role, that of a

war in Southeast Asia

its first decd
conventional bomber. After ponclusion of the






