DECLASSIFIED -

Authorityya DG 0BT &7

20 KOYT79Z 0543 lNéﬁmlgNG
Department of State TELEGRAM

SECKET NOLSZ4
PAGE o1 NELLIN 06226 1 UF 62 2¢u4bd97
ACTION NOUS=0Y _
INFU  OCT=#1 /w61 w COPY: o 2 QF 13 COPIES

wemecmmsememmnmean=G348Y  2ukD1DZ /16
0 2824442 NOUV 79 ) i ' )
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTUN

TO SECSTATE wASHDC IMMEUIATE @21

S ECRET SELTION €1 OF 02 wELLANGTUN 06226

——y

[NODIS CHERUKEE

JEQ 12065: RUS=1 11/20/09 (MARTINDELL, A.C,), UR=M

TAGS: nmMNUC, FARM, ‘?'ﬁtf\" NZ
SUBJECT: _(5) SITREP v]: POSSIbLE EVIDENLE OF SUUTHEKRN
- LEMISPHERE NUCLEAK EXPLLUOIUN

REF: (A) STATE 3ué534, (B) USUAU WELLINGTUN 1622537 NUV 79,
- (C)] WELLINGTON 6idl, (L) WELLINGTON 6liu8,
o (&) RCL 91vle

1. (C) SUmMARY: THIS MESSAGE PRUVIDES AN UPDATE OF THE
CURRENT SITUATIUN AND CULLATES INFURMATION BEING PRU=
VIDED BY VARIOUS mMISSION ELEMENTS TU UTmER AGENCIES,TU
ENSURE KECELFPT BY CUNCERNED DEPARTMENTAL UFFICEKS.,

THE SUM OF AVAILAB|E INFORMATION APPEARS U INDICATE
THAT THE INLITI1AL REPURT FROUM THE NZ INSTITUTE OF NULLEAR
SCTIENCES (INS) mnAS & FALSE AL ARM, THE MISS1UN, HUWEVER,
IS CONTINUING TU FURSUE REMAINING LEADS. ENU SUMMARY,

2, (C) KEF b KEPORTED THAT 5¢ LITRES OF KAINWATER
OBTAINEL FRUM DR, U'BKIEN HAD BEEN ALk SHIPPED TC

MC CLELLAN CENTRAL LABURKATURY, MC CLELLAN AFB, CA, OUN
NOV. 17, THE DEFAKTMENT SHOULD NUTE THAT THIS 5S¢ LITwE
CONSIGNMENT 1S NUT FRUM THE PRIMARY SAMFLE IN WRICH
ELEVATEY KADIGACTIVITY LEVELS WERE FIKST UBSERVED,
RATHER, AS REPORTED IN PARA b, KEF {, THIS AMOUNT WAS
SECKRET )
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TAKEN FROM ANUTHER RAINKATER SAMPLE wmICH THE INSTITUTE
OF NUCLEAR SCIENCES FORTUITOGUSLY HAD AVAILALBE AS &
RESULT UF ANUTHER INVESTIGATIUN, Ab KEPORTED IN REF Oy
THE PRIMARY SAMPLE CULLECTED »Y TRE INSTITUTE HAD
ALREADY Bekn COUnSUMELU IN TESTING,

3, (C) IN AULITLIUN TU 56 LITRE SAMPLE MENTIUNED ABUVE,
APPROXIMATELY 4¢ GALLUNS CF mﬁw-PnOt:b&lUmALLY LDLL;CTnU
N RAINWATER WAS ALSU AIR= SHIPFEU bBY DAD vsr.L.Lll\G‘IUn TO

MC CLELLAN LABORATURY OUN WUV, 17.

0 4, (U) 1IN A PRESS RLLEASE DATED NUV, 16, PrRiME MINISTER
MULDOON HAS ﬁnPHASIZED TmaT THRERE IS NU HEALTH HAZARD
[) TO NEW ZEALANDERS FrUm RADICACTIVE FALLUUT APPARENTLY

DETECTED BY THE NZ INS. MULDUON SAID TRE AMOUNT UF
'CONTAMINATIUN IS5 VEKY SMALL, ABUUT DNE=THKEE HUNDRED
THUUSANDTM UF THE LEVEL ThAT wOULD CONSTITUTE A HEALTH
l HAZARD, AND ThAT THIS IS ONLY ABOUT TwICE TmE LEVEL

OF RADLATIUN THAT 15 NATURALLY PRESEN! IN ThHE ATMUSPREKE,

: S; 5, (€) &t R&F E; A KEPLY CUNCERNING RAINWATER SAMPLES
RECEIVEU oY THk LEPT, OF ENERGY HAS BLEN SENT TmRUUGH
OTHER ChanNNELS TU INR/RMP3C, LOREN, )

6, (S) CUL, RUBLKT C, MCBRYDE, CnlEr,UI1AGNUSTICS CIVISIUN,
L AFTAC, ARWIVEL IN WELLINGTUN NOV, 18. THE EMBASSY HAS
L ARRANGED VARIOUS MEETINGS wl1Tn NZ AUTHUOKITIeS AnD CUL.

MAC BRYDE'S InITIAL KEPORT FOLLUWS IN PARA 7 ANu obElLOw,

HE wlLlL BE TRAVELING TU CrRISTCHUKRCH UN NGV, 28 TU
VISIT THE NZ NATIUNAL RADIATIOUN LABURATURY ANUL wILL

RETURN TU WELLINGTUN FOLLOWING KIS VISIT THERE,

CoL, mCBRYDE wILL SEND A FOLLOW=UP RKEPOKT AT THAT TlML,

T
7

7. (8) TEXT UF CUL. MCBRYDE'S REPURT FOLLUWS!
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BEGIN TEXT:

- (C) UISCWSSIUN WERE RWELD ON 19 NUY WITH B, J, U'BRIEN
AND W, J, MUCABE UF THE NEw ZEALAND INSTITUTE OF NUCLEAR

- SCIENCES (INSJ), LATE IN DAY, A SHOKT CUNFERENCE WITH
MATTHE®S ANU GREGORY OF THE NATIONAL RKADLATION LABORATORY
BONRL) WAS OBTAINEU AT InNS AND ENRUUTE BACK TO WELLINGTON,
NRL REPS WERE THUSE FERFORMING INDEPENDENT APPRAISALS’

UF NZ ALIR AND RAINWATER SaMPLES. FULLOnING INFU '
UPUATES INS/NRL AUTIVITIES AND MY OBSERVATIUNS,

Y

0
D
I
S

£

()l- (C) INS GRUUP 1S EXPERIENCED IN RAGIOACTIVITY

ASSAYS AND nAvE LUNDUCTED A CONTINUING APPRAISAL UF UEBKRIS
- FALLOUT IN RKAIN AND SEAwWATER SINCE 1908, SHORT LIVED™ ~
B [] SPECIES HAVE BPEEN NUTED In EARLIER YEARS AND KEPORTED AT
LEVELS AT Or BELUK LEVELS CURKENTLY NUTEU, THEIR
B PROCEDURES {In MY VIEw) ARE NUT NtC:SbAhILY THOSE PrAL=
> I TISED BY LUW LEVEL SPECIALISTS IN ThAT lUn eXCHANGE
} ICCLUMNS FUK RAREL :Ath SEPAKATIUNS ARE RE=USEL, &

S; PERIODIC BLANK 1S RUN RATRER THAN A SIDE bY SIDE BLANK,

Ea

AND SAMFLE AND ASSAY EWUIFMENT 1S NUT TRULY SUITEUL FOK
ISOTOPE IDENTIFICATION AT LEVtLb :NLuum&k&u HERE o

1 1- (C) AUDUITIUNAL INS WURK IN PAST FUUR DAYS HAS MAUDE
EVIDEnCE MUKE SUSFELT, ORIGINAL LAI4E SAMPLE mAS LOUNG
LIVED (FROBABLY PRUTACTINIUM) COUNTAMINANT AND DECAY

C HINGES MEAVILY UN FLRST COUNT., BUTH LAl4l CONTENT

AND VISuAL INUICATIUN UF DECAYAKE KReDUCED IF FIRST

COUNT 18 UISCARUDEL (STAWDARD FRACTICE A1 InNS AS wellb

AS MCL FOR T1ME WAIT FKUM MOUNTING PRECIPITATEL TO
FIRST ASSAY ArE VIOLATED BY THIS ULATA PUINT), NEW LAldw
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SAMPLE mAD NO NET ACTIVITY. GAMMA SPEC VIEw UF Cb SAMPLE
SHUWS LUw ELE141 CONTENT BY VISUAL INTERPRETATION. UTHEK
SAMPLES AKE SChEUULED FUR GAMMA SPEL APPRAISAL s
(NAL = PULSE NELILRMT ANALYSIS), GAMMA SFEC INCLUDING

NAT GUARD RKING ASSEMBLEUD FUK THlS APPnAleL ANU BALA-
GROUND NOT wELL ESTABLISHED.

- (C) NKL GRUUP HAS ANALYZED TW0O SEPARATE COVERAGES
OF OCT V1lmt PERIUD wITH NO INDIUCATIUNS UF FRESH DEBRIS
IN FIRST ANALYSIS (nlbh RESULUTIUN GAMNMA SPECTRUSCOPY)
TAND NO RISE I TUTAL BETA ACTIVITY (MY APPRAISAL) FRON
THE SECUNWY ANALYSIS CUMPAREL TU bACKGHDUNu-

¢ FIRST ANALYSIS WAS A CUMPUSITE UF AIK FILTERS FROM

FUUR NZ STAITIUNS CUVERING SEPT AND UCT AS wELL AS

; FILTRATE FRUM HUKRITIKA RALNWATER, SECOND ANALYSIS wAS
( HIGH RAINFALL STATIUNS LN NZ PLUS FIJI FOR LCT, UM TRE
SURFACE, nKL =ESULTS APPEAR TU NEGATE INS BUT LACK UF
NKL SAMPLES A1 WELLINGTON (EXCEFT FUR ALK FLILTER) AND
DISTANCES BETwEEN CULLECTORS (AS wELL AS MUUNTALN
INFLUENCE) COULD AS EASILY eXPLAIN DIFFERENLE IN RESULTS,

3 m+ccz

m—cbz

- ($) BEST CHANCE UF VERIFICATIUN APPEARS TO BE IN
RAINWATER SAMPLe PRUVIDED BY U'EBRIEN, THLIS COLLECTION
STARTED AT AN IMPRECISE TIme EBEFORE 1 AUG AND WAS
TERMINATED UPUN NGTING THE "FRESRY ACTIVITIES  IN THE
SECKET i ' )
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- S;'NURHAL LNS THREE=MUNTH COLLECTIUN, TH]IS ALMUST ODUPLICATE
‘ SAMPLE HAS BEEN SENT TU AFTAC BY USDAG, CULLECTION OF
CCTUBER SNUwFALL SAMPLE ON wEST FACE UF SQUTH ISLAND
o ALPS 1S UNDELKWAY ANU SHIPPING BY USDAU 185 EXPECTEL THIS
‘ WEEX, ) - ~ o ' ' -

PAGE u2 wELLIN 6226 G2 UF e2 2éudiedd

- (5] PRUCELUKES, CUNTAMINATIUN IN LA SAMPLE, AND
IMPLIED AGE UF CE SUBGGEST TU AFTAC KEFP THAT EVIDENCE
OF FRESH FISSION PRUDUCTS In INS SARPLE IS FLIMSY,

- (U) VISIT TU MKL, CHRISTCHURCH, SCREDULED FOR
22 NOV AND UEFARTURE FOUk LOS ANGELES MCL IS SET ON
Pa 812, 2% NOv, ENU TEXT, ’ ‘
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