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i, DR, B, J, O'BRIEN, UIRELTGK Or THE NZ INSTITUTE OFf
NUCLEARK SCIENCES, KELEASED THE FOLLOWING PRESS STATEMENT
AT 16p8 ROURS, NUVEMBER 23, 1879,

2, GUOTE == MEASUREMENT UF RADIUACTIVE FALLLUT AT

|GRACEFIELL, LOWER nuTT

NEW MEASUREMENTS MADE AT THE INSTITUTE GF NUCLEAR

SCIENCES UN TrE URIGINAL RAIN WATER SAMFLE, ANU ALSU
ON A LARGER 156=LITRE RAIN WATER SAMPLE CULLECTED UP
TO THE TR NUVEMBER, DU NOT CunklRM UUR EARLIER RESULTS,
NE CAN NUK DEFINITELY SAY THAT RITHIN TnE LIWITS ufF
DETECTION AVALLABLE %ITm Tht NEW SAMPLE, THERE 18 NU
BARIUM=140 UK PRASELOYMIUM=149 FRESENT IN THE SAMPLE.
THE LIM1T OF UETECTION wITH THE LARGE SAMPLE IS ABOUT
ONE=THOUSANDTR OF A PICO=CURIE PER LITRE. THE FINAL
CONCLUSION OF EXTENSIVE MEASUREMENTS ON BLTH THESE
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SAMPLES IS TRAT THERE I8 NO EVIDENCE OF FRESH RADIO=
ACTIVE FALLOUT DURING TmE PAST THREEL MUNTHS,

- MEASUREMENTS MAVE INUDICATED THAT THE URIGINAL SaMPLES wERE

’ CONTAMIMATED wIlM OTPRER RaADIONUCLIODES, ThHe ORIGINAL
LANTHANUM SanPLe oID nOT DECAY 10 ZERU, AND TrE OURIGINAL
PRASEGDYMIUM SAMPLE LD nOT APPEAK 10 DECAY AT ALL, wnllH
INDICATES THAT THERE ®AS LONGER=LIVED RAULIUACTIVITY
PRESENT, wt AKE STILL NDY CERTAIN WHAT TmIs KAUIUACTIVITY
1S, puT vITnln Ubx LIMITS OF CETECLTIUN, IT LOES NUT EMIT
ANY GANMA KAYS, THERE #MAY HAVE BEEN SOME WAUTRAL
RADIOACTIVE CONJAMINATIUN, BUT wE HAVE NOD DEFINITE PRUOF
OF THIS AT PRESENT, wE wILL ATTEMPT 10 DETERMINE THE

| [) IDENTITY OF THESE CUNTAMINANT RADLONUCLIDES BY GETA=RAY

SPECTROSCUPY DURING [RE NEXT FEw WEEKS. DETERMINATION
OF THE DBEC&Y KATES UF THE CUNTAMINANTS wILL ALSU BE
|MADE, BUT ThIS AAY TAKE UP TU A YEAK TO ACCOMPLISH,
HUWKEVER, THESE FINDINGS wllLlL NOT ALTER Trc ABOVE.
CUNCLUSIONS, END GULOTE, ’ i
MARTINODELL
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