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ITT. MISCELLANEQUS

SALVAGE OPERATIONS OF MIG-15%

When the MIG~15 appeared in Korean skles, the immediate need for knowe

ledge of performance, capabilities, and characteristics of this enemy fighter

became apparent, The only known data concerning the swept=wing jet was

locked behind the Tron Curtain, pictures and appearances outslde the USSR

and satellites were.practically nil. The United Natlons forces were alerted

to report crash landings of aircraft in any vieinity, hoping to be able to

recover sufficlent parts of o MIG for gbudy, On 17 April 1951, Fifth &ir

Forco recovered a few components in a salvage operotion and a great deal of

information was gained, but complete analysis was not possible,

In an aerial encounter on 9 July 1951, involving o flight of the Ath

Flghter Intorceptor Wing, an enemy pllot was observed landing in the water

on the west coast of Korea, northwest of

Fyonggong, nfter bailing out of a

MIG-15, On 13 July, British Naval sircraft sighted a swept-wing alreraft

craghed in shallow water in the vieinity where the ball-out had occurred.

Picturecs were token by those aircraft from HMS GIORY, and forwarded to Deputy
for Intelligence, Far Bast Air Forces,

crashed aireraft wos in two segments on dgend banks, not far from shoro.

Thesae photographs rovenled the

information wns immedintely passed to Fifth Air Forco who dispotched an RFe

80 to the scene and initiated nction by their Special Activiities Unit #1,

The RF=80 was hampored by wenther over tho area and the boat dispatched to

the ares by S,4, Unit #1 was unable %o locate the wreckage due to fog and

tides, High tide covered the aireraft completely and low tide made it im=

possible for surface craft to reach it,

pered this salvoge operation throughout,
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Salvage Operations of MIG=15 (Cont'd)

The US Neval Liaison Officer, JOC, contacted HMS KENYA, and arranged for
representatives of South Korecon Navy, EUSAK and Fifth 4ir Forae to confer with
members of the Royal Navy aboard HMS CARDIGAN BAY, Plans for Operation MIG
were outlined; when concluded, Rear Admiral Scott-Moncreiff, HN}.Command@r
Task Force 95 signalled Major General Fverest, Commanding Genernl, Fifth Air
Force that salvage operations would commence as soon as practicable and the )
TFAF representatives would return to his headquarters to brief him concorning'
the details,

Brigadier General Whitty, Commonding General, 2d Enginecr Special Brigade,
had informed Fifth Air Force that ho would furnish speelal gear such as LCM's,
LCU!'g pontoons, derrick equipment, divers, underwater demolition charges and
porsonnel as was desired for this operation, Fifth Air Force was requested to
furnish high air CAP and HMS GLORY would furnish low air C4P: USS SICILY would
relieve HMS GLORY if the operation wag of long duration, HMS KENYA would row
moin at sca northwest of the aren as early rader warning during thoe period.
HMS CARDIGAN BAY would remain in the area in charge of the operation, while
ROK Navy PML 302 would lead the special recovery ILCU, fitted with a low crone,
up the inner passage starting from ChowDo after dark 18 July 1951, Brigodier
General Doyle, Commanding General, FEAMCOM, would dispotch a processing toamr
to K«14 with special handling and packaging cquipment, abeard tvo C-119 alr-
craft, to return recevered material to Japan, for tran-shipment to Wright
Patterson AB,

Due to unforseen difficultics and hardships couscd by shallow water,
swift tides, weoather and mechanical troubles, some deloys were exporicnced.

Howovor, the splendid cooperation of all agencies engaged in Operation MIG
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Salvage Onoratlons of MII~15 (Gont’d) .

was most ébmmendable.; One incldont Thmt oxempiifics this spirit ofﬁcoopera—
“tion was ovidenccd when forsocing 2 delwy, Brigodier General, Whitty requestod
assistance fromvnaval_forpes at inthn,. Tho USN :mmcdlgtclv furnished ISD 27
Hto,transport 15U 960 to the éalvgggiarea, quidipgza delay that would have
:caused-ail forces to be subjected tq Jdonger exposure apd hazards in oneuy
waters, oaplly in range of his guns and hootile alreraft.

Tho task force moved to the:renﬁgzvqusipoint on 18 July 1951 and pros=
ceéded to Cho=Do Is‘.lzmd. At 0625, 20 July 1951, 1t departed from Cho=Do and
arrivéd a short distance,ffom tho.target ares by 1245, Fifth Air.Forco fight-
erg arrived and qontinued ﬁop éover durigg'dgylight‘hours throughout the
~operation, Two fighﬁers and the helicopter ffom HMS GLORY arrived about 1500,
soarched the area and finally after the high tide rgmqved tho muddy wqtor
covering the wreckngo, marked tho tvio segments with buoys. omrll arns fire
wa.s h@ard on shore during this sesrch, but no flok was noticed, Although the
enemy troops had attpmpted to romove tho wreckage by means ofrcables from the
shore only the Qight before, no further a%témpts wore made ond only small
armg and fiffy«caliber fire were dirgctéd_at the task foree during tho operts
tions. Royal Navy low cover aireraft dimenished this hazard by harassing
these shore positions with periodic gtrafing, occaglonally receiving bursts
of AL in roturn, but with no damage to friondly airveraft,

At low tide the_wreckuge wog plainly visiblo,_misaollaneoué debris and
small parts were.recovére§ in_thé intéfvdﬂin; distonce hufwoon segnente, and
a thorough search was made of the surrounding ared, Sliﬂgs vere ploced nround

the toil assembly, the wing assemblies, the ongine ond the lavrger conponents

to facilitiate holsting aboard as soon as high tide allowed 18U 960 to move




B

w B '-‘\" .“ -4.’ . ;
M"“‘ r"\,«‘& S """ ‘%‘a

‘::SalVﬂPO Onoratlonu of MTG~15 (Cont d)

7i*1-w1thin o fcw foet of tho vmackago._ All pqrtp except tho winp absombly wore
:T'recovorod on 20 July, The sw;ft current JOpt this’ component; undor the sur=
'face Qraft and”dcgpito_strenuous foorb of ﬁWO British. and two Amerlcan
' JdivérS_f0 réplﬁpéfs%ihgéy&ﬁd bfing it.AbbWFd, final recovury was not effectod
.-until'b'745-, 21 jﬁiy, By 0900, all Salvage oraft had returned to the HMS
tCﬂRDIGdN BuY at whmch tlmo, the task forcc dopartod for Cho~Do and Inchon

 _;Harbor, where the.MIGulS wnd_alrllftod'to-FEAMCOM and eventually to i ZT,

“'wﬁqmmmgmﬂw%HWC&M%N&YW@M@dmemmymwom—

-'stallatlons with nir spoLtlnp by the ChP firinp sovonty-LWO roundu of H.E.

- D, b and recording’ hit.;. |

.The personnel as 51gncd te unitu and VO SOlu llubbd bnlo” deserve pqrtice'

'f'ular crodlh for the SHCCDQS of th; Qperatlong_.

'(a.) HMS. m\m
.(b) Hius, CARDIGAN BAY
.-(c) HMS GLORY
- {a) Uss--szcm
3 (e) ISU 960
(f) 532nd EB & SR and 50th Enp1ncer Port ConpﬁructLon Co, aboard
ISU 960 ; | e - . P
P (g) SouLh Koruan Mineswoepor 302 '
':(1) Ropreuent tlvos South Korean ALT Porce f:
"'-(3) FILFIK D/I and AT s A Un;L*L #1 o
| f-;(k) FEuMGOM opoc:al Procomelng Team
Tho mombers of Task Foroo 95 hvvc evcry riéht to bo proud of tho succeqc
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o Salvapo Oper&tions of. MIG-15 (Cont‘d) ‘fﬁQi o

" f?iful accompl:shmont of Opor‘tien MIG,. Thcir technlcal skill their untlring
  efforts, thcnr dctorminatmon to ovﬁrcomo all abgtacles, contributed matorlally
.lto thi; splend1d aahiovomont which furniuhod the Unitod Notions ForCOu w1thl

i'ﬂimoat valunble informntion, vital in accompliuhinp 1tv missmon qpninmt tho
'f spoilors of WOrld peade.l;

o Thiu mOUSﬂgo of The Commandmng Gonoral Far Eas t dir Forces, transmit£gd

': ;through GOMNKVPE is conaidured most dppropriate.;

L “GOMNﬂVFD s proud to pass tho following r0001v0d from CG FEAR,
. ?_Quote.; Plense oxtend my heartiouﬁ conﬁratuldtlonu and wolj ‘done for
. - ; 'puccesafu1 rccovery opcration 20, 21, 22.duly under CIT 95 on west
o V{"“l_f ii coast Korea.' Please pa g %o Rear Admiral George Dyor nnd CTE 95,19 '"g
S E:‘Roar Admlral Scotthonorieff, RN oy admiration and appreciation for_ |
:  i;aggreos1Vo and dotormlned pirlt uith which difficult and dangerous i
ki,é operat1on WaE oxocutcd.. My thdnka njuo tm all other personnel 1nvolved g

"3fé:for their contrlbution to rn ulth which I an suro will provo of grcatest in

: 'fﬁvaluc.

Sipnod 0. P, WEYLAND, Licutenant Gonoral i
- UsapY F Er

. Note. Foregoing SUmmnrlzed from “A Historicnl Roport of the Operation
_ii;Ihvolved in tho RQGOVOry of o MIGnlﬁ Durinp the. Pcrmod 13 JUIJ to. ?4 July
_k‘f1951“ ' FEAF Additlonal 1nformﬁtion on a, recovored MIG anrcraft may be ob~f j&f

: Tf;tainod from report No. ATIAAu59, 30 Ju?y 1951, pub]ished by Alr Inbclllgancoi;{;.

;Contor, WrightnPattnrpon ﬂir Force BGQO, Dnytnn, Ohio, now in D/I Libr;ry. ::5§ 

AIR roacn Pw RrLﬂTES ﬁIh ATTACK' *'H"" '

_ Tho following cxcorpt 1 tnkon from ﬁho narratlve of an Alr Forco pllot_ f
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