
(These notes were begun, by dictation, at the 
office yesterday, July 21, 1948 immediately upon 
my return from this meeting; I am completing 
them at home on the morning of July 22, 1948) 

Meeting with the President July 21, 1948, 
4:00 to 4:15 p.m. 

The President greeted us rather solemnly. 
He looked worn and grim; none of the joviality 
that he sometimes exhibits, and we got right 
down to business. 

We were quite a crowd, the largest group 
I have seen in a conference with the President 
since the summer of 1936, when FDR called a 
meeting to discuss power pooling; the first 
time, inCidentally, that the President and 
Willkie ever met. 

• 

The crowd was my fault. Carpenter, speak­
ing tor Forresta1 wanted it cut down to me alone 
tor the Commission. But he and Forresta1 and 
Bush were to speak tor the National Military 
Establishment. I said, no, it that was the 
lIne-up, the entire Commission should be 
present. As a matter ot tact, it I would have 
yielded, Forrestal would probably have had 
almost as many on hand as he did: the 
Secretaries ot the Army aba AIr FOrce, Carpenter 
his deputy and soon succes.or Bill. _ 
and the COBDlli81Jioner • at! a lr 01 
or chairs; I picke a gbt t1. 
JJQ18dla'te y '1 fl-ont «) the 

al a t .'1.Ml1~!J 
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