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s.5d: STATEMENT OF OPPOSITIOw TO THF BOMBING OF HAIPHONG

1+ THIS CABLE TRANSMITS A DISSENTING VIEW SUBMITTEOD BYI l

B6

2. wr, THE ABOVE-MENTIQNED U~ITEO STATES FOREIGN SERVICE - RESERVE
A7F [CERS, .CURRENTLY SERVING WITH THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL
~NeyELDPMENT (USOM) IN THAILANOs HEREIN FORMALLY REGISTER OUR
OPPNSITION TN THE RECENT MILITARY ACTION TAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES
sBAINST THE DEMOCRATIC REPURLIC OF VIETNAM.

. wr YAVE CHOSEN THWIS MENTHOO TO COMMUNICATE OUR DISAPPROVAL

% [T REPRESENTS THE SoLE OFFICIALLY SANCTIONED FORUM FNR FNREIGN
e XVieE EMPLOYEES TO EXPRESS THEIR DISSENT AND BECAUSE WE

CcONG IDER ANY UNRESTRATNEOs PUBLIC crITICISM ON OUR PART, EITHER

L. :cMaliy DR THROUGH THE NFWS MEDIA, AS SERVING NO USEFUL PURPOSE
th s e wEVERY FONCEIVABLE ARGUMENT FOR OR AGAINST THE WAR HAVING
Prve BiMCE REIN MADFE .

2
-
»
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e, WE REGARD THE AIR ATTACKS AGAINST FUEL ANO OTHER STORAG
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FACILITIES AT HAIPHONG ANO THE MASSING -OF CONSIDERABLE AIR jAND SEa
FORCES W THE AREA (PRESUMABLY TO FORESTALL FURTHER NDRTH 'VIETNAMESE.
THRUSTS IN THE SOUTH] AS A BREACH OF THE SPIRJT:IF NOT THE LETTER.OF
fi13 STATED POLICY TO DISENGAGE FROM THE INOO-CHINA CONFLICT, ANO

2% SUCH CONSTITUTES AN ILL=TIMEDs ENTIRELY IDEFENSIBLE ESCALATION

0: wOSTILITIESs WHETHER INITIATEO AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE TO
2AFFGUARD REMAINING URTTEp STATES TROOPS [N SOUTH VIETNAM OR TO

gUY apDITIONAL TIME FOR "VIETNAMIZATION," THE RETALIATORY RalpS ON
251 1516 WERE UNWARRANTEO. WHAT 1S MORE, THEY ARE LIKELY' TO

L %5 S SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT WITHIM THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AS

Wi i AS AT HOME AND RUN THE VERY REsL RISK OF PRDVOKING COUNTRIES
W<tou, TILL MDW, HAVE LIMITEO THEMSELVES TO MATERIAL SUPPORT OF THE
N-ﬁﬁ Tkt #

WE DO NDT CONSIOER TKWFE RISK OF ANY OF THESE ALTERNATIVE OUTCOMES
WARTH THE TEMPORARY RFELIEF THE UNITED STATES [S LIKELY TO ACHIEVE
FOR =NUTH VIETNAM BY ITS ACTIONS. FURTHERMORE, WE DEPLOQRE THE
FajiLt E T CONSIDER OTHER OPTIONS WHICH THIS ACTION REPRESENTS»

Wi TEFL NTHER NATIONS OF THE WORLD WILL MERELY FIND RENEWED
JUSTIFICATION OF THEIR VIEW THAT THF UeSe INTEREST IN WORLD AFFAIRS
15 FYPRESSER PRIMARILY IN MILITARY TERMS AND THAT WE ARF ONLY’
INTESESTED IN MILITARY DOMINANCE . WHILE DISAPPROVING OF UNITEO
STATFS RESUMPTION OF BOMBING, WE TN NO WAY CONOONE THE RECENT
MOVES OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO ESTABLISH ITS OOMINANCE OVER

THE =0UTH THROUGH FORCE OF ARMS. RATHER, WE FEEL AND WHOLE
HEARTEDOLY DNDORSE THE COURSE OF ACTION THE ADMINISTRATION EMBARKED
JPOn TN THE 196R WITHDRAWALe WE APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT TO ADHERE
TO O T=iS POLICY AT ALL CNDSTS»

MIL]TARY TRIUMPH, AT THIS JUNCTURE, IS WELL WEYOND THE GRASP OF THE
UMITED STATES, RUT IS [S NOT TOO LATE TO SALvAGE PART OF THE NATIONAL
prrz2TGE WE HAVE SACRIFICFO TN VIETNAM OVER THE LAST 'OECAQE.
ULTIMATELYs AS THE LsS. HAS OFTEN OECLARED SINCE 1968, SO0UTH VIETNAM
“u7 ASSUMZ RESPOMSIAILITY FOR PRESERVING ITS NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY.
. £35 OUR GOVERNMENT [6 MO PREPARED TO PUT I1TS CONFIDENCE IN

Wi e TNAMEZATION" TO THE TFST (EVEN RISKING ITS FAILURE ), UsSe

0 wEMERT WILL REMAIN DIRECT aNN QUR COMMITMENT OPEN-ENOED.
7 TmER pFf WHICH ARE ATTRACTIVE PROSPECTS.

it stz t7mm HOPE THAT THE NIXON NOCTRINE REPRESENTS & SINCERE
Chit Su WDfe AT NEW POLICY OPTICNG FOR THE 197@°'S AND TO LEAVE
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BEHiND THE NARROW, MILITARY DOMINATED OPTIONS WHICH WERE
CONSIDERED THE ANLY VALIO ONES DURING THE 196a'Ss IF NEW OPTIONS
ARE T0 9EF CONSIDERED, WE CONSIDER 1T ESSENTIAL THAT WE NOT alpLOw

QURSFLVES TO BE TEMPTEQ TO USE THE OLO AND EASILY AVAILABLE
CeZomIENTS [AS WE OIO [N THE BOMBINGI UNTIL WE HAVE EXHAUSTED

AL DNTHER HMEANS.
LINE ®
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