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bllege in Plorida.
‘oposal: In =2xchaije for a

This sefs the stage for an extraordinary a promise from us to ‘help clean
exchange between the NSC and Noriega. up his (Noriega's) image’ and a
After the New York Times story, other | commitment to lift our ban on FMS
press coverage of Noriega’s criminal [Foreign Military Sales] fo the
activities sprouts like mushrooms after Panamanian Defense [Force, he

| rain. Noriega needs public relations help, would] undericke fo ‘take care of

| so who does he call2—the White House. | | the Sandinista leadership for us.”
On August 23, 1986, Oliver North writes ;

his boss, Adm. John Poindexter: “You will
recall that over the years Manuel Noriega oSN SUINL { =—CPUA

in Panama and | have developed a fairly sse Reply to note of 05,08/86 1
good relationship.” North describes an NOTE FEOJ: OLIVER HORTH 522
: 5 el il
overture from Noriega: “In exchange for S GO TR '
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WIT.FASUA:You will recall thac owea ca@ years danuel Horiega in Papa

ped a fairly good relationshipe It w®was Moriega who had

g to accept Harcos =~ 4 plan that gat fouled up
alled and asked if I wd

the president of a

d Horieya®s

p his {Moriega's)

Fapamanian Deiense

ana L nave develo
d me that 2apama wd be willin
a bungled approach to pelValle. Last night Norieya <
t w/ 4 san he t-usts = a cespected Cuban American -
He flew ip this morning and he optline
prosise from us to ®“help cleano u©

ge® and a cosmi :ment to litt our ban osm

G undectase to mtake care of" the Sandinista leadecrship for

use. I told the Bessenger tbat such actions were torbidden by our law and ne
countared that Noriegya had numerous assets in place in Hdicaragua that could
accomplish many things that ud be essential and that afterc all, Morieya had
helped us ¥/ the operation last year that resulted in the EPS arsenal
explosion and fire in Yapagua and that wso ®any Bore of these kinds of
actions, a coatra victory vas out of the guestion. I thanked the easissary for
his message and told him that ve wd agmt hack *eo hri=z_ IIZ< caissary told_se

T aieesis Ao diracztly ts Usciega if there were ' any Bsgs back, that uis
jinstructions vere limited to delivering the msy to se. I have checked w/ our
friends vwho rao the Hapagua Op and they now inform me (but bad naot at the
that they did indeed use a Pasamanian civilian crdnance expert as the
seans of access to the storgage facility. Interesting. Hy sense is that this
is a potent;all; very useful avenue, but ape’ which wd bave to be verY
carefully handled. 1 meeting ¥/ Woriega could pnaot be held on his turf = the
potential fot'recarding the meeting is too Jreat (you will recall that he was
head of intelligence for the PDF pefore becomaming CG)e. ny last mty v/ Noriega
was inp June on a boat on the Potomac. Rocieya travels frequently to Burope this
time of yeac and a4 meeting could be arranged to coincide wy opne oL BY :
other trips. Hy sense is that this offer is sincere, that Norieya does {ndeed
have the capabilities proffered and that the cost could be borne by Project
Desocracy (the figure of $78 was mentioned) if ather EL activities do indeed
scoceed as plapned, If, as in the past, Woriega refuses to deal v/ the CIA, ve
1ight have available a very effective, verLy sSecurs seans of doing some of the
-hings which sust be done if the Micaragua groject is going to sqcceed. The
ay it is beiny approached now, these kind of internal actions will not
aterialize uptil late uvext gear - far tog late to ke effective when they are
aoded Dov. The proposal seenms sound tc me and I believe we could make thr
pp:gptid?e Arrayqelents v/ creascoable OPSREC and deniabilitye. Beg advises
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