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Thig airgram transmits a dissenting view submitted by ““30-2 Alexander
L. Teaslee, 1rinc:’mpa.l Officer at this poat. _

"T note that procedures for retirement from the Forelgn Service no
lonzer require the retiring ¥S0 to submit a letter to the Secretary

of State outlining reasons for departure from the Service, This
appears to be an unfortunate step in the direction of a further reduc-
tion of communications between officers and the Secretary, I believe
it would be useful if means were retained for retiring officers to
present the reasons for their aetion, hopefully s0 that the Service may
profit from their comments.

"In the ahsence of such a channel of communication, the dissent channel
is used to express this officer's unwillingness to be further associated
with the actions of the executive branch of a government that initiated
no steps to discipline a military unit that took action at My Lai
similar to that perpetrated by the Nazis at Lidice. The steps that
were taken were initiated outside of the executive branch of the United
States Tovernment and only then did the Army reluctantly move.
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"Tn addition, there has been much testimony by Vietnam combat veterans
of the eye-witness accounts of the systematic use of electrical torture,
beatines, and in some ‘cases, murder, of men, women and children, by
their military units in Vietnanm, ‘

At the Nuremburg and Tokyo war crimes trials the principle was
established by the United States Government that military and public
pofficials were responsible for war crimes committed by troops under 4
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their own command. Do we practice thia -ourselves ? R D

wT.vividly recall the remarks made during.the 19h0's about how all German
officials-should have protested and refused’ to gooperate with a govermment
that permitted Lidice and similar actions to¢ happen. One of my reasons for
retirdng at the age of 50 after 29 yearajof goyermment service is that Ido "

-ttt 1ot want to be associated with the actidéms of &n 'exedutive branch that takes
. no_effective steps apainst attocities too similar to those of the Nazis, I
- do“nof,-want to be associated with torture and, rpnr;igm irhéthqzu-phie;. is.done ..
by a_commnist or fascist govamment, ‘OF thé ‘executive branch of the United .
-1 gtates:Governments. . I particularly do'not.wantitp.be assqolated with.a... . -
_ poverjment that initiates no action when babies are ‘deliberately killed,
., 1a«3559 gtates drafters may indicate th??istribution they desire, I desire -

"~ that'this alrgram be distributed to-each Foreipgn Service Officer, My obvious - .
purpose is'to help create an atmosphere in which the executive branch of the

+: United States fovernment will not permit its units to murder and torture#
I Toreipn _Ser_'v_:ic'a_..-an;_i_-pt,het{“‘l!.‘E* of ficers.made known thein disgust and.
horror at such actionsg as My Lai, hopefully: pressure can be developed to -
rrevent a recurrence of guch: an event. '
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July 28, 1972
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Mr Alexandar L, Peaslee
| 1702 Burnley Avenue
Charlottesville, Virginia L2724

Dear Mr. PeaBlee:

This will acknowledge receipt by the Department
of State of the Dissent Channel messages you trans-
mitted prior to your departure from Halifax. These
messages have been brought to the attention of
Principal Officers of the Department and the Assistant
{ Secretaries for Fast Asian Affairs and European
i Affairs. As the Dissent Channel is intended for
1 internal expression of views, the LOU classification
of these messages will be maintained beyond August 1.

Sincerely yours,

signed
wiliam 1. Careo

k william I. Cargo
Director
Planning and Coordination Staff
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