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Harder interview with Henry Kissinger re wiretapping
M‘ay u'h 1973 _ ‘

Marder reads Caliborme lead, _
K: The first thing to remember is that Ruckelshaus doesnt
sal I asked him to wiretap. I expressed my great concern-
to the ¥LT director abtout the securlty of calssified
information.

I found an I'ET man (on &uty to the N30 alviser ©0...
therels no doubt It is true [ expressed my concern to
the FETI about making sure we had agdequate security ...
and to be aure there would bs no snauthorized ... (leaks?
of information

ese Wors sonducted by appropriate authorities, some
organized by the FEI on the basls of security files they had,
some from lists of those who had documents 'that were being
investigated,

marder: lede on s tory says K initisted wiretaps/
K3 That's lncorrect. You cannot report that from what
Ruekelshaus said and it's also incorrsct,

the 17 (taps) wers cumulative,

Marder: two wers for aas little &s 30 days and one as long
as 21 months.

K: TIt's totally incorrect to say [ initiated that ...
dont think e

Marder: Uid you ask for any wiretaps?

Ky If I remember that cocnversation (and ther he said
something like it was not the most important thing in
his life) It concerned safeguarding smk classified info
I did not ask for wiretaps or any particular method of
investigating. L

Merder: Did he saggest it - meaning did hoover suggest »

s

\
K: 1 do not refember that couversation concerning any
individuals ... files were not kept in this office...
some wiretap reports wsre coming to me ... individuals in
my jurisdiction or individuals with documents in my
Jurisdiction, in the early part of the administration.

Marder: Did pou have any compunction abo t the use of
wiretapping? -

K: This is an extremely complex affair and if it were not :
een in a much clearer
' .“‘.-)‘*'*wr,'y»?:.n""fi,""a T

sontext particularly who wss the

use of this... L don't
want to get.into the human aspect ... with svery individual
anzaged fn the publice ... g
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Marder: Your statement saturday created the coutrary
impression that you wers unassociated with any Iinttiation

K: Nothing Huckelshaus eaid is contradictory to that,

Marder: The time factor...it would seem to have more
relation to vietnam thanrn salt:

K: yes and other problems, the iiddle East, Korea
Aarder: involving IiSC, i,ate:
K: That would be my impression tut since I didn't see

all 4+ canrot jJjudge that,.. I did not ,... the taps and after
some period [ did not receive the reports.

-

Marder: Was the information helpful, did it facilitate any

LA B2
K: I discharged no ome nor transferred anyons as a result,

“gpder: Did it result in buttoning up any leaks ... what welre
going to need is some kind of ax description from you

K¢ Why should it come from me I...

Harder: Ruckelshaus said you initiated it

K: I did pnot ... it was aiter a conﬁeraation with meees

my object was to save classified Informstion... that wasx

my duty... | do not think Ruckelshaus seld T asked him to
do any particular-form of investigation... my conversation
with J, Edgar ifoover concerned safegdarding of information
and not the iniation of any particular form of Investigation,
Harder: Yo . did nbﬁsrequspt wiretapping?, : N
< . think-¥§e first statement makes it clear..

Harder: What zro your views, 1if any, on the use of
wirqtapping on officials or newsmen? Do you have any s scond
tho&ghts about the process? 4

K: T have said what 7 will say... { will stand on what

I've done which I btelieve will stend ,.. Doth moral and

" legal ... and it is simply incorrect to...

Marder: Your viéws are understood to be that it started

in May 69 at a perticularly sensitive time when lssues
congerned Middle Fast XKorean diplomscy, victnamsess
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Ejg:p» add 2 - marder-kissinger -wiretaps Hay 14, 73
v e HMarder: 3alt came later: ? ' : i
K: Salt wes later ...
# Harder ,. That you were not involved in determining the
lenghth of time onthe 'aps or plecing the taps...
K: qualify in the sense t hat it is quite conceivable
menbers of my staff gave names on my staff of persons who
handled particular documents 5
Marder: ias this essentially from your s?andpoint an 2
attempt to demonstrate the bona fides of yq;r own staff?
K:- If you want to say this on your own that this was one
of the motives you wguld not be far wrong ... you can assume :
Mort Halperin waa}2§!;3 stalf because [ wanted to %
persecute him nor t hat Mort would feel he was not taken .
care of,..
the hewsmen end of it was not In my jurisdiction ...
may have stimuiated it but the sub jects were notdetermined
Marder - : )
by me oe./the r eports were cut off earlier...?
E: I'm terrified someone will d rag out one document >
that floated through my office ... but ioﬁbtima in '70 or
sarlier £
“arder - the Beecher SALT thing was later (in 71)
K: Gerry Smith asked for an PBI investigation of SALT
leaks ... until everything can be seen in its right
perspective ... [ don't even exclude some names were put
on the list for nendlin; clessifled inforrstion
Marder:was there any discussion of wiretaps on newsmen?
Irendon: Everyone inmows H., .randon was a close friend of
mine and T was on the phoue with him

“farder: Was he tapped?

of the reports =aid

of the (wiretap) reports wsre goin; btaek to me
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: ¥Magrder : If newsmen were instigated b Irlichman,

add 3 - mardesr/kissinger wiretaps “May 1L, 1973 ~ SN .

murrey urged Henry to call back if he wanted tu add anything
particularly on attribution

About half hour later Henry callad b ack to say:

For your Peflection andnot fof any attribution:

1, The idea that lwas instigstor of it -~ how woula it oxplain
that the files were in Erlichman's office

2nd, by considerin the fact that corroctly“or incorr;otly

my staff was cousidered a vestige of the pi;evioua

period it would no‘t fellow that my incentive was to gat

my stafl in trouble or ...

linldeman or BI tt would be clear

K: The 1 were requests initisted © me in terms of concern
about the security problem ... I can just tell you this is
not the way it was ... L don't care what Huckelshaus said
all the more so since T haven't seen him...

Marder: Jere t here others in ACDA, Fentagon

K: I dont think sc bo the best of my information I
BECETIVED over the weekend this 1s the total govt number

as far as [ know 7

Harder: was the bulk XSC staff ~ he left the implication
that the totality was in Ki( staff plus newsmsn V

K: Thet's much teo aweeéhlg

figrder: When this process was completed did it

not recwr subsequently?

K: " Bafore it was completed I #o longer mx received reports.
It it started again 1l was unswere of it,

Marder® Lie detectors in Staté

K: I did not permit my staff to take them, A y subseaq tap;
Tam unaware ofl. It is olvious the plumbasr op Twas
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