CONF

ACT(ON
copPy -

Paut 1
ACTION ARa-00

Dey

GualEm 0309 01 Of 0. 0l ots1  ARal11d

aCvon OFFICE
INFO AF-01 ARA-084 0a.-01 PPa-0I
aPP2-01 STON-01 016 Al
0CT-90 COPY-01 aDS-00 AID-00 INR-1@  S5-00 Ciag-30
000E-0¢ n-0! 10-19 NSC-01  NhSAE-00 wWe-03 (S 3]
rPR-39 Pa-8t usIE-a0 sP-02 SNP-Qt PRS-01 886
ssssccamesccncanes 271676 2104032 /10

quat-o

apPP1-01 ECP-01 PPC-01 OCEN-O2

R 2023361 APt 8)

Fr anENBASSY GUATERALA
10 SECSTATL wASKDC 4407
INFO ARENBASSY BELILE
ARENBASSY BANAGUA
AnEngASSY NEXICO
ANEMBASSY PAKANMA
ARENBASSY SaN JOSE
AN{MBASSY SAN SALVAOOR
ARCASASSY TEGUCIGALPA
USRISSION USUN MEV YORM
UICINCSO QUARRY XTS PN

COMGF §B€ WY | AL SECTION 81 OF 82 GUATERALA 82095

€.0 12236: DECL: 4/20/8%
TaGs: PINS, PGOV, GT, Swun
SUBJECT:

- AND XALBAL, EL QUICNE

§. C - ENTIRE TEAL.

3. SUMRARY: AR EMBASSY TEam VISITED THE
DEPARTREXT OF €L QUICHE ON APRIL 19,

ENBASSY USED TWIS OPPORTUNITY TO INVESTIGATE
THE VILLAGE CO-OPERATIVES OF Sax JUAW (XCaN
AND XALDAL. EMBASIY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE
AMERICAS VATCH COMMITTEE RECENTLY EXPRESSED
AN INTEREST Im THESE VILLAGES, A3 WELL AS
SEVERAL OTMERS. SAN JUAN IXCAN AND KALSAL
ARC S0TW OESERTED AND 8OTH L OCATED 1M TWE
NO-MAN'S LAND OF ®ORTNERN EL QUICHE. OW
APRIL 17, SEVERAL FORMER VILLAGERS OF SaN
JUs I XCAN TURNED THEMSELVES 1% TO TNE ARNY;
ey TOLD EMBASSY TEAN OF THE R VILLAGE'S
SACA BY GUERRILLAS, OF A FULL YEAR OF RUNNING
tu TN MOUNTAINS, AND FINALLY, OF STARVATION,
DESPERATION AND EAASPERATION WITH GUERRILLAS
W) aTC WHILE TNEY VENT NUNGRY.  XalBal

1S 3MALL, ISOLATED, OLSTROYED aND DESERIEOD.
ARMY OFFICERS TOLO MISSION MEMSERS Tnal
RaLBAL WAS TAREN BY GUERRILLAS JONETINE 1IN
LATE SPRING 1982, AND THAT THME VILLAGERS

WERE FORCED INTO THE MOUNTAINS BY GUERRILLAS.
THERE 1S MO 1MOEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF THIS
LATTER ACCOUNT. [END SUmMARY.

3. IME MISSION TEart FIRST STOPPED In PLAYVA
GRaNDL, €L QUICKE, SHTE OF MILITARY ZONC

N0 oo MEADOUARTERS.  IKL LOCAL COMHARDER WAS
1NEORMCO By CMBOFF WHERL TNE LMBASLY WISHED
10 viS1T.  @f THE MENTION OF 4N JUAN (\CAN,
MiL. 108 Tan Vas 1010 THal SLVERAL (NHARSTaNIS
OF INAT VILLAGE ®ad RECINILY TIRNFD INFMSIEVES
in 10 THt ABMY,  THE VLI AGERD WL RE DIBRIFFTD
B INC UPEAY VISITOR,  THEY RLLATLD (WL

E O IRG bactl

& Lol WRUILLAL BCGAR 10 SERIMNGIY WARALS
THE viglani IN FaRLY 195" THEY 1OLD HE

' .
[ dlate
.

Guatén 03095 01 OF 00
vitLaoERS THal THE «RM1 wOULD CONE ONE Our
1O mittL THER atl. Tel vilLauERS 01D w01
SELIEVE THIS aKD THE MarOR SEMT 4 RMESSaul
10 THE aRMY REQUESTING PROTECTION i€
GUERRILLAS RETURNED aND SEARCNMED FOR TH(
#AYOR; TWEY TOLD THE viLLAGERS NE wal 10 BE
SHOT FOR QETRAVING THEM.  TNE SNna@iTaNTS
ASRED WY ALL THIS WAS WAPPERING; Tuf
GUERRILLAS TOLD TREM TWEY VERL NOw UKODER
“REVOLUTIONARY tAV. =  THE MATOR Ran avay;
THE ARMY NEVER CAME. ON MaRCW 1, 1982, TwE
GUERRILLAS FORCED TNE EXTIRE vILLAGE INTO
THE NOUNTAINS. THE VILLAGERS WAD NO CHOICE
AKD EVENTUALLY CAME T0 BELIEVE TwaT TKE army
MIGKT INOEED ®iLL TMEM AS THEY WERE NOV
“GUERRILLAS. = FOR & YEAR THE VILLAGERS Ran
10 THE MOUNTAINS WITN THE GUERRILLAS.
£00D vAS SECOMING NARDER AND WAROLR TQ cont
8Y, ALTHOUGH THE GUEBRILLAS KEPT THEMSELVES
OCCENILY FED. MALKUIRITION GECARL A SERIOUS
PROBLEM.  FINALLY, SONE OF THE VILLAGERS
BECIDED TO Rum 10 THE ARNMY. ONE SAI0 NE 01D
NOT CARE WMAT WAPPENED TO Wim; WE 01D XOTV
CARE IF TXE ARMY WILLED WiM. (1 wAS BETTER,
NE SAID, THAK STARVING TO DEATM IM {13
ROUNTAINS, NE VALRED TO PLAYA GRANOL AND
TURNED WIMSELF OVER TO THE ammy. n[ WAS NOT
RILLED, SUT FED.  THE CMILOREN ME CARE Wiln
ARE CLOSE TO DEATH FROM MUNGER. 1T (S wOT
LIKELY THAT THE ARMY WILL SC ABLE TO SAvE
ALL OF THEM, SONE ARL ALMOST CERTAIN TO DI
IN THE NEXT FEM DAYS. THE ABOVE «COOUHT Wl
GIVEN I SETVEEN SO85, TEWRS D BITTER '
DENUNCIATIONS OF GUERRILLA BEMAVIOR,

§. NOTE: ENBASSY VAS FORTUNMATE TO GE ABLE

00981
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Y0 DESRICF THESE VILLAGERS. PERMAPS 100
FORTUNATE. NEVERTHELESS, W REJECT Tug

10CA OF AN ARRANGED SHOV, AND THIS FOR
SEVERAL REaSONS. THE afhv 01D KOT wavl
ENOUGH TIME TO ARRAN.C TUCH AN EXNIBITION;
EMBOFF PICKED SAN JUan $XCAN AND XALSAL

AT THE LAST MORERT (th THE IR ON INE WAy

70 €L QUICHE}, WE COULD WavE JUTT a3 EadiLY
PICAED Z0ME OTWEN VILLaGES; aRMY OFFICERS N
PLAYA GRANDE NavE NEVER SEEW UNWILLING 10
ADMT THAT THERE ARE DOLENS OF DESERTED
VILLAGES (0 THEIA AREA AND TNAT TNEY RCALLY
PO ROV ANOV WMERE ALL THE VILLAGERS ARE;

TN SAN JUAN IXCAR VILLAGERS PRESENT iw
PLAYA GRANDE VERC QT PROFESSIONAL ACTORS
oD ALL MESSION NEMEERS PRESENT ON aPRiL 19
nAD CONFIOENCE 1% THEIR ACCOUNTS. N ANY
CASE, Tn MALMUTRITION AND GITTERNESS VERE
AL 100 REAL AND (WPOSSISLE TO Faxt. €MD
nett.

6. AFTER SPEANING VITH THE VILLAGERS FRON
SAN JUAN 1XCAN, EMBASSY TEAM aND LOCAL
COMANOER FLEV TO XALOAL AND SAR JUAK IXCAK,
NALBAL 1S IN NMO-MAN'S LAND, GUERRILLAS

100K THE WILLAGE IN TRE LATE ZPRING OF 1982
AND FORCED THE INNABITaNTS INTO TN MOUNTAING.
N[ ARRMY HaS SINCE TRIED 10 RESUILD & FEV OF
tHE MOUSES FOR USE AS & SEMI-PERMANEKT BASE
OF OPERATIONS. THE GUERRILLAS ALVAYS DESTROY
THER AGAIN.  ON aPRIL 19, THE VILLAGE VA
coMPLETELY DESERTED EXCEPT FOR 4 WORSE na
NESAGY FLELD AND A SKULL GRINNING FROM 4
SHATTERED wall. GUERRILLAS STuLL OrERatE

10 THE IOMLOIATE AREA; \alOAL NaD 10 O
SCOUTED O AIR GEFORE LANDING  atiaiN  THT
ACCOUMT OF INE ‘at@AL VUIQ 4GIRS BC 1N §ORCED
INTO THE MOUKTAING HAS NOT SIEN 1NDEFFUOLNELY
VIEIFIED  EHRa.CY €5 RIFORTING MORE INE WORD
Ol LOCAI Ta.h FORCE COMMANNLR

1 LA JUdN IXCAN 13 MOV HELD By THE aRfY,

A COMANY H TR Mad o 11T A1F THERD AN
ralEON S 1Nt M pLalf atha A Gl RRL A
cones NAVE SLIN DISCOVISIO IR THE NiaKKY

UP FOR RESETTLEMENT IN THEIR ORIGINAL VILLAGES,
IF AU ALL POSSISLE. EMBASSY OFFICERS VERE TOLD
THAT THE GUCRRILLAS WAD RECENTLY FORCED sone
360 SAN JUAN (XCAK Fani{I€S ACRQSS THE BORDER
INTO MEXICO ViTH THE IBEA OF FORCING men 10
SPREAD NORROR STORIES ABOUT THE GUATERALAR
ARMY. THERE IS WO INDEPENOENT VERIFICATION

OF THIS ACCOUNT, EXCEPT FOR THE GEWERALLY
NISERABLE TREATHENT THL SAN JUAX I XCAN VILLAGERS
RECEIVED AT THE NANDS OF TME GUERRILLAS.

AFTER VISITING SAN JUAR 1XCAN TRE MISSiON TEAN
RETURNED TO GUATEMALA CITY. CHAPIN
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CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 GUATEMALA 03095

E.O. 12356: DECL: 4/20/89
TAGS: PINS, PGOV, GT, SHUM
SUBJECT:

1. C-ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY: AN EMBASSY TEAM VISITED THE DEPARTMENT OF EL
QUICHE ON APRIL 19. EMBASSY USED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
INVESTIGATE THE VILLAGE CO-OPERATIVES OF SAN JUAN IXCAN AND
XALBAL. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE AMERICAS WATCH
COMMITTEE RECENTLY EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN THESE VILLAGES,
AS WELL AS SEVERAL OTHERS. SAN JUAN IXCAN AND XALBAL ARE
BOTH DESERTED AND BOTH LOCATED IN THE NO-MAN'S LAND OF
NORTHERN EL QUICHE. ON APRIL 17, SEVERAL FORMER VILLAGERS OF
SAN JUAN IXCAN TURNED THEMSELVES IN TO THE ARMY; THEY TOLD
EMBASSY TEAM OF THEIR VILLAGE’S SACK BY GUERRILLAS, OF A FULL
YEAR OF RUNNING IN THE MOUNTAINS, AND FINALLY OF STARVATION,
DESPERATION AND EXASPERATION WITH GUERRILLAS WHO ATE WHILE
THEY WENT HUNGRY. XALBAL IS SMALL, ISOLATED, DESTROYED AND
DESERTED. ARMY OFFICERS TOLD MISSION MEMBERS THAT XALBAL
WAS TAKEN BY GUERRILLAS SOMETIME IN LATE SPRING 1982. AND
THAT THE VILLAGERS WERE FORCED INTO THE MOUNTAINS BY
GUERRILLAS. THERE IS NO INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF THIS
LATTER ACCOUNT. END SUMMARY.

3. THE MISSION TEAM FIRST STOPPED IN PLAYA GRANDE, EL QUICHE,
SITE OF MILITARY ZONE NO 11 HEADQUARTERS. THE LOCAL
COMMANDER WAS INFORMED BY EMBOFF WHERE THE EMBASSY
WISHED TO VISIT. AT THE MENTION OF SAN JUAN IXCAN MISSION TEAM
WAS TOLD THAT SEVERAL INHABITANTS OF THAT VILLAGE HAD
RECENTLY TURNED

PAGE 1 (continued)

THEMSELVES IN TO THE ARMY. THE VILLAGERS WERE DEBRIEFED BY
THE EMBASSY VISITORS. THEY RELATED THE FOLLOWING FACTS.

4.EGP GUERRILLAS BEGAN TO [ILLEGIBLE] [ILLEGIBLE] THE VILLAGE IN
EARLY 1982. THEY TOLD THE VILLAGERS THAT THE ARMY WOULD COME
ONE DAY TO KILL THEM ALL. THE VILLAGERS DID NOT BELIEVE THIS
AND THE MAYOR SENT A MESSAGE TO THE ARMY REQUESTING
PROTECTION. THE GUERRILLAS RETURNED AND SEARCHED FOR THE
MAYOR, THEY TOLD THE VILLAGERS HE WAS TO BE SHOT FOR
BETRAYING THEM. THE INHABITANTS ASKED WHY ALL THIS WAS
HAPPENING; THE GUERRILLAS TOLD THEM THEY WERE NOW UNDER




“REVOLUTIONARY LAW.” THE MAYOR RAN AWAY; THE ARMY NEVER
CAME. ON MARCH 1, 1982, THE GUERRILLAS FORCED THE ENTIRE
VILLAGE INTO THE MOUNTAINS. THE VILLAGERS HAD NO CHOICE AND
EVENTUALLY CAME TO BELIEVE THAT THE ARMY MIGHT INDEED KILL
THEM AS THEY WERE NOW “GUERRILLAS.” FOR A YEAR THE VILLAGERS
RAN IN THE MOUNTAINS WITH THE GUERRILLAS. FOOD WAS BECOMING
HARDER AND HARDER TO COME BY, ALTHOUGH THE GUERRILLAS KEPT
THEMSELVES DECENTLY FED. MALNUTRITION BECAME A SERIOUS
PROBLEM. FINALLY, SOME OF THE VILLAGERS DECIDED TO RUN TO THE
ARMY. ONE SAID HE DID NOT CARE IF THE ARMY KILLED HIM. IT WAS
BETTER, HE SAID, THAN STARVING TO DEATH IN THE MOUNTAINS. HE
WALKED TO PLAYA GRANDE AND TURNED HIMSELF OVER TO THE ARMY.
HE WAS NOT KILLED, BUT FED. THE CHILDREN HE CAME WITH ARE
CLOSE TO DEATH FROM HUNGER. IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT THE ARMY
WILL BE ABLE TO SAVE ALL OF THEM, SOME ARE ALMOST CERTAIN TO
DIE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. THE ABOVE ACCOUNT WAS GIVEN IN
BETWEEN SOBS, TEARS AND BITTER DENUNCIATIONS OF GUERRILLA
BEHAVIOR.

5. NOTE: EMBASSY WAS FORTUNATE TO BE ABLE
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 02 OF 02 GUATEMALA 03095

TO DEBRIEF THESE VILLAGERS. PERHAPS TOO FORTUNATE.
NEVERTHELESS, WE REJECT THE IDEA OF AN ARRANGED SHOW, AND
THIS FOR SEVERAL REASONS. THE ARMY DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH TIME
TO ARRANGE MUCH AN EXHIBITION; EMBOFF PICKED SAN JUAN IXCAN
AND XALBAL AT THE LAST MOMENT (IN THE AIR ON THE WAY TO EL
QUICHE), WE COULD HAVE JUST AS EASILY PICKED SOME OTHER
VILLAGES; ARMY OFFICERS IN PLAYA GRANDE HAVE NEVER BEEN
UNWILLING TO ADMIT THAT THERE ARE DOZENS OF DESERTED
VILLAGES IN THEIR AREA AND THAT THEY REALLY DO NOT KNOW
WHERE ALL THE VILLAGERS ARE; THE SAN JUAN IXCAN VILLAGERS
PRESENT IN PLAYA GRANDE WERE NOT PROFESSIONAL ACTORS AND
ALL MISSION MEMBERS PRESENT ON APRIL 19 HAD CONFIDENCE IN
THEIR ACCOUNTS. IN ANY CASE, THE MALNUTRITION AND BITTERNESS
WERE ALL TO REAL AND IMPOSSIBLE TO FAKE. END NOTE.

6. AFTER SPEAKING WITH THE VILLAGERS FROM SAN JUAN IXCAN,
EMBASSY TEAM AND LOCAL COMMANDER FLEW TO XALBAL AND SAN
JUAN IXCAN. XALBAL IS IN NO-MAN'S LAND. GUERRILLAS TOOK THE
VILLAGE IN THE LATE SPRING OF 1982 AND FORCED THE INHABITANTS
INTO THE MOUNTAINS. THE ARMY HAS SINCE TRIED TO REBUILD A FEW
OF THE HOUSES FOR USE AS A SEMI-PERMANENT BASE OF
OPERATIONS. THE GUERRILLAS ALWAYS DESTROY THEM AGAIN. ON
APRIL 19, THE VILLAGE WAS COMPLETELY DESERTED EXCEPT FOR A




Rt

HORSE IN A NEARBY FIELD AND A SKULL GRINNING FROM A SHATTERED
WALL. GUERRILLAS STILL OPERATE IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA; XALBAL
HAD TO BE SCOUTED BY AIR BEFORE LANDING. AGAIN, THE ACCOUNT

PAGE 2 (continued)

OF THE XALBAL VILLAGERS BEING FORCED INTO THE MOUNTAINS HAS
NOT BEEN INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED. EMBASSY IS REPORTING HERE
THE WORD OF LOCAL TASK FORCE COMMANDER

7. SAN JUAN IXCAN IS NOW HELD BY THE ARMY. A COMPANY OF
TROOPS [ILLEGIBLE] [ILLEGIBLE] THERE AND PATROLS THE IMMEDIATE
AREA [ILLEGIBLE] [ILLEGIBLE] GUERRILLA CAMPS HAVE BEEN
DISCOVERED IN THE [ILLEGIBLE] MOUNTAINS, ALTHOUGH FAR MORE
FOOD THAN WEAPONRY HAS BEEN CAPTURED BY THE SAN JUAN
SOLDIERS. FOOD HAS TO BE DELIVERED BY HELICOPTER. WHEN
SUPPLIES ARE LATE THE SOLDIERS LIVE ON ROOTS. LOCAL TASK
FORCE COMMANDER TOLD MISSION TEAM THAT THESE SOLDIERS ARE
INSTRUCTED TO SHOOT TO KILL ALL UNIFORMED GUERRILLAS AND
THOSE IN CIVILIAN CLOTHING THAT ARE BEARING AND USING ARMS
AGAINGST THEM. NON-COMBATANTS ARE ROUNDED UP FOR
RESETTLEMENT IN THEIR ORIGINAL VILLAGES, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE.
EMBASSY OFFICERS WERE TOLD THAT THE GUERRILLAS HAD
RECENTLY FORCED SOME 30 SAN JUAN IXCAN FAMILIES ACROSS THE
BORDER INTO MEXICO WITH THE IDEA OF FORCING THEM TO SPREAD
HORROR STORIES ABOUT THE GUATEMALAN ARMY. THERE IS NO
INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF THIS ACCOUNT, EXCEPT THE
GENERALLY MISERABLE TREATMENT THE SAN JUAN IXCAN VILLAGERS
RECEIVED AT THE HANDS OF THE GUERRILLAS. AFTER VISITING SAN
JUAN IXCAN THE MISSION TEAM RETURNED TO GUATEMALA CITY.
CHAPIN
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