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. AND ITS IMPLICATIONS, 1% THE TRUNAY ADMINISTRATION, HE VAS ASSI§-
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1. THIS MAY KOT BE APPROPAIATE FOR THE DISSEMT CHANNIL EECAUSE THE ; _

COMNENTS AZ BOCRESSED 10 OFFICIAL STATLMEMTS AMD PRESS REPORTS : R

1SSUID [LSEVMERE, VITMOUT NNOVLLOGE OF THE FULL POLICY DELTSCAATIONS

INVOLYED. 45 THE OFF (CER WHO NS SPEHT THE LONGEST TiRf VORKING ; .

OF KOREAN POUETICRL SECURITY MAFIERS, 1.5, ARAY RILITARY : &

GOVERNMENT 1345-1543, DIPLRTHENT VDR ON NOREA 1974-1959 AND ;

1952-1965), HOVEVEA, | FELL CONSIRAINED T0 CALL ATTCHTION TO ° . .

SORT KEY POLICY CONSIDERATIONS THRT | FCAR MAY NE LOST SIGHT :

OF IN THE CURRENT SRGUMENTS REOUT A SEHEULEQ W)THORMAL of

U.S. GROUND FORCES FROM ROREA.

3. TRE KLY POINT 15 NOT TRE PRESERCE ©F U, 5. FORCES PER SE BUT THE
CLARITY OF THE U.%. COMMITAENT 10 DEFEND SOUTH KOREA AGRINST

AXY POSSIBLE RENEVED RGCRESSION, THE PREPONDERANCE OF SOUTH ROREAN
FOPULATION anD ECONONIC STALNGTW OVER NCATH WOAEA, AND THE RELATIVELY
EVEN

MILITARY BMANCE BETVEER TAEM ALSO ARE LARGELY [RRELEVANT, j i
BAYING EXISTED EVEN AT THE TIME ©F 19352, 1T IS KOT SO AUCH 70 XORTH :

KOREA THAT THE S4GHALS OF OUR COARITRENT MUST BE CLEAR AS 1T S . i/ [ ﬁ

TO CHINA AN THE SOVIET UAION, UETHOUT WHOSE INYOLVERENT NOATH .
KOREAN AGRESSION COULD NIT MAVE T4REN PLACE XD wOUuLD BE UNLIRELY
1% THE FUTURE. AHD IT 1S NIT QULY SOUTE ROREA THAT IS AT .

STAXE, BUT ALSO JaPax, OME OF VHOSE OLO LEADERS APTLY WAVEING
POIRTED OUT THAT ROREA |5 A BRAGGER ANNED I'l' ToE ALART OF

JAPAL,

3. THE PRESEACE OF U.5. CAGUND FORCES 1% KOT & PEAMANEAT OF
(PNUTASLE NECESSITY, BUY THE INPLICATIONS OF THEIR VITHDRAVAL SKOWD
BE HAMOLED CAREFULLY. THE WORTH KOREAR AGGRESSION OF 1958 B . : .

FOLLOVED ONE YEAR aFTER THE WITHORAML OF U.S. mILITARY FORLLS

AND AFTER STATEMENIS OF U.3. FEALVGN FOLICY D0 CONGRESSOHEL" ' W
Y

LEADERS HAD HiSLED NOATH KOREA, THE SOVIET UN1OA AND CCHAUNIST

o

CHIA INTG BELIEVING THAT SOUTH NOREA HAD_SECN. RLACED.OGUTSIDE ow 35 oo Gee oG C e

PERIAETER GF CEFENSE. THE DOVIOUS PSYCNOLOGICAL AD POLICT i : -

FACIOR TO CONSIOER WOV 15 WHETHIR AFTER THE CONWMIST TAKE-OVER - ; : \ ’
IN VIET-NAN &MD OUR CHAWGES OF ZELATIQS WITH CHINA, A C )

WITHDRAVAL OF U, S, FORCES FRON RORES MIGRCRTH NOREA, -

CHINA BHD TXE SOVIET UNIOK TO GELILVETNAT OUR DEFEMSE

COPNITAENT 10 SOUTH NOREA AND JAFAN MAS CHAMGED,

4, CF EVEN GREATEN IMPORIANCE THan THE PAESERCE OF U.§. FoORCES

I3 THE INPLICATIONS €F THE OELERATION oF THE SIXTEEN AT THE TinE

OF THE CONSLUSION OF THE aRmISTICE IN I!SS 18 VICH VT anD THE . -
QTHEN COUNTRIES WMO WAD CONTRIBUIED FORCES TO THE UN NI TARY
ACTION (M ROAEA DECLARED THAT IF TME ARMISTICE VERE RROREN VE
VOULD WESPCRD FRONPLY AKD THAT [T PROBSBLY VOULOHOT BE POSSIELE
TO CONFINE THE HOSTILITIES TO XOREA. THIS waS CLEAELY & WARNING
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ROUTINE ROME

DISSENT CHANNEL

-E.0. 11E52: N/A

TAGS: PFORa: KS

SUBJECT:

REF: ROME 10207

FOR FROM KREISBERG-

S/P:AROMBERG

US SECURITY POLICY TOWARDS KOREA

ACTING DIRECTOR S/P

THIS WILL ACKNOULEDGE RECEIPT OF YOUR'DISSENT CHANNEL

OF THE POLICY PLANNING STAFF HAS BEEN NANED COORDINATOR

IN CHARGE .OF A SUBSTANTIVE REPLY.

IN-ACCORDANCE WITH THE

STIPULATED DISTRIBUTION FOR DISSENT CHANNEL MESSAGES YOUR
MESSAGE HAS BEEN CIRCULATED TO THE OFFICES OF THE
SECRETARY. THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. AND THE CHAIRMAN OF
THE OPEN FORUM+ AS MWELL AS THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR

EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS AND THE DIRECTOR OF THE

BUREAU FOR POLITICAL MILITARY AFFAIRS..
USE OF THE DISSENT CHANNEL AND WILL REPLY AS PROMPTLY AS

WE COMMEND YOUR

POSSIBLE TO THE VIEWS YOU HAVE SUBNITTED. W¥
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SUBJECT: U. 5. SECURITY POLICY TOWARDS KOREA
REF: ROME 1@287

FROM S+P DIRECTOR LAKE FOR

1. MY RESPONSE HAS BEEN DELAYED IN ANTICIPATION THAT
ADMINISTRATION POLICY, WHICH IS BASED ON MANY OF THE SAME
CONCERNS YOU HMIGHLIGHT, WQULD BECOME INCREASINGLY EXPLICIT,

AS IT HAS, IN THE PERIOD LEADING UP TO THE SECURITY

CONSULTATIVE MEETING (SCM) RECENTLY CONCLUDED IN SEOUL
2. IN PARTICULAR, CLARITY OF THE US COMMITMENT TO DEFEND
THE ROK AGAINST AGGRESSION WAS EVIDENT IN PRESIDENT CARTER'S

LETTER TO PRESIDENT FARK. IN ADDITION, SECRETARY OF

DEFENSE BROWN MADE EXPLICIT REFERENCE TO US NUCLEAR FORCE
PROTECTION OF THE ROK IN REMARKS TO THE PRESS FOLLOWING
THE SCM. COPIES OF PRESIDENTIAL LETTER AND BROWN STATEMENT

POUCHED TO YOU.

3. FLANNED WITHDRAWALS, OF COURSE, COVER ONLY GROUND
COMBAT FORCES, AND USG STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS HAVE
MADE CLEAR OUR INTENTION TO LIVE UP TO QUR TREATY
COMMITMENTS. THE PRC AND USSR ARE WELL AWARE OF THESE

FACTS, AND NCRTH KOREAN REACTION HAS REVEALED THAT THEY

TOO, HAVE RECEIVED THE MESSAGE.

4, A REVIEW UNDERTAKEN SEVERAL YEARS AGO INDICATED
THAT ATTEMPTS 7O INVOKE THE "DECLARATION OF 'SIXTEEN"
wOULD NOT BE PROMISING. IN ANY CASE, THE COMMITMENTS
CITED ABOVE SHOULD PROVIDE ADEQUATE ASSURANCES

5. I COMMEND YOUR INITIATIVE IN USING THE DISSENT
CHANNEL . IN THIS CASE, IT APPEARS WE ARE ALL
ON THE SAME WAVE-LENGTH. CHRISTOPHER

0UTGOING.
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