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'SUBJECT: ACTING SECRETARY DISCUSSES NUCLEAR REPROCESSING
WITH KGREAN AMBASSADOR

DEF: (A) STATt 285648; (8) SEQUL 9487

1., 1IN ACCOHDANCE PARA &4 R=F A, ACTING SECRETARY CALLED
I ROM aM5adSaDUR HavH PECEMBER 11 TO UNDEILIME SER[OUI=
1ESS OF U.S. CONCERN OVER ROK NUCLEAR REPROCESSING PLANS,
YEST, XALTZER AND GLEYSTEEN MWERE PRESENT,

2, 9zFERRING TO RECENT MEFTINGS IN Ss0UL, 1:11us SECREw=
TARY STaTED TnAT SECRETARY MaD IMSTRUCTED ARBASSADOR SNEIw
PER TO aSaIn EXPRESS USGIS SERIOUS CONCERY OVER IMPLE=
MENTATIGN OF FREMCH CONTR;CY, PRIHE HINISTER KIM HAD

EEEN INFOakzh THiT IF We pO wHOT RECEIVE FAYDRASLE RESe _
¥ mwmnﬂﬁuxmmmnmuurumu.jﬁ
REVIEW AUTHORITY: APPEALS REVIEW PANE
APPEAL ACTION: RELEASED IN FULL :
Da{bcaSLnrinurr1m1 WHW?%T
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PDuSE TQ CUR REGUEST WITHIN ONE WEEK sMBRSSADOR SNEIDER
Ha§ BEEN INSTHUCTED TO RAISE SUBJECT DIRECTLY WITH PRESIA
CENT PaR¥,

3. EMPHASTZING IMPORTANCE USG ATTACHES TO MATTER, ACT=
ING SECRET:RY POINTED OUT THsT EXISTENCE OF FACILITY IN
KORE4 WAICH COuLD PRODUCE ®EAPONS BR;GE PLUTONIUM WOULOD

HAVE SERTIGUS CONSECUENFES IN THE REGIUN AND COULD :
SERIOUSLY AFFECT OUR PCLITTCAL AND SECURITY REL4TIONSHIPS
%17k KOREA, FURTHERMORE, GGING AHEAD wGULD HAVE SERIDUS
EFFE=TS DN OUM GOVERNMENTiL MUCLEsR COUOPERATION WITH THE
ROk, IN-LURIMG MITHLRAWAL OF THE KDRI-2 LOAN GUARANTEE
REGUEST aAN? REFUSAL TG MTHGRIZE REPROCESSING OF US=PROm™
VInEn SPENT FUFL IN A KOREAN FACILITY. AT SAME TIME,

WE wISh TO COOPERATE WITH RCw« IN NUCLEAR AREA AND T0
EACGURAGE aLTERNATIVE OF a RULTINATIONAL REFPROCESIING
PLANT IN EAST ASIA,

&, HAHM REPLIED KITH REVIERK OF ROK POSITION. RATHER

T48N CANCELLATION, KIS GOVERNMENT STROMGLY FAVORS U.Sa
- PASTICIPATIGN AnD CUHTRCL OF FACILITY. USG IS OVEREMPHA=
" BJZING THAT 20X RESTRAINT IN NUCLEAR AREA HILL HAVE BENE=
B FIrciaL SECURITY EFFECTS On KOREAN FENINSULA AND REGATIVE
. 1,5, SuUSPICIO~S ARE DRIVING RCK TO ALTERNATE '‘KRUCLEAR

. SUPPLIERS,. ' '

5, KOREA HAS DECIDED TC RAPIDLY DEVELCP NUTLEAR ENERGY
"I REQUFE DEPENDENCE ON PETROLEUM IRPORTS, wHICH PREw
SENTLY cOST $1,5 ILLION PER YEAR, AND STRONGLY NESIRES
TQ SPECIALIZE IN NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE TECHNOLOSY, PARTIe
LULAQLY REFRICESSING, KOREA DGES NOT UNDERSTAND wWHY

" U,5, GoJECTS TO THESE KOREAN ASFIRATIOUNS nwHEN U,s, HAg

- 80T OpPOSED REPHROCESSING PLANT IN JaPaMN, REFERRING TO
KORI=2 GELAw, HMAHM SAID ME PELIEVES U,e. IS DRaBGING ITS
. FEET IN SUPPLYING R:.CTORS TQ ROK,

' 6, ACTING SECRETARY POIVTED DUT THAT REPROCESSING HAS

. YET TO SF PROVEN COMMERCIALLY SUCCESSFUL, U,S, HAS 56

' NUCLEAR REACTORS BUT NO SUCCESSFUL CORMMERCIAL REPRO=

. CESSING PLANT, ROK CAN ExJOY BENEFITS OF NUCLEAR POMER
SEPRET !om e :

' /NOT TQ BE REPRODUGED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE:EXECUTIVE SECRETARY..
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4L NISITION OF thnNCED TECHNOLOGY, WHICH IS CRUCIAL
FOR CONTINLED RAPID ECcOmnMIC GROWTH In KOREA,

& GLEYSTEENM NOTED THAT ECOMDMIC DISCHSSION WAS SUD-
SINIAY TG M:IN POLITICAL ARGUMENT THAT KOREAN NATIONAL.
RE=SFOCESSING CAPABILITY WOULD HAVE FAk«REACHING
COMSESUENCES anD aCVERSELY IMPACT ON GUR RMUTUAL
INTERZSTS, MuUR REGUEST TO ROK IS TO AVOID AN ACTICN
WHICH wOULD &E wIDELv INTERPRETED AS A STEP TOMWaRD

NJCLEAR MEAPONS BEVELOPHENT,

12_ HAHH THECGRIZED THAT U,5. MWIGHT PRAVIDE ROK WITH A CON=
CRETE FUE:r FBRICATION PROPOSAL WHICH MOULD aLLOW RDKG

Td c*Nc#L RePROCESSING DEAL, ACTING SECRETARY INCDICATED
THeT THIS HAS A USEFUL PROPOSAL WrAICH WE COULD CAREFULLY
COMSTDER, &N7N URGED npHH TO PURSUE WITH HIS GOVERNMENT,
HaHn  THTH AACKkED 4nAY NOTIKG ThAT HE DIO NOT HAVE
INYA!NSfEUCTIGNS TQ PRESENT ANY SUCH ALTERNATIVYE,

13, HMEETING CLOSED WITH DUR REITERATION OF MAJOR IHMPOR=
,T'u:s PE ATTACH TG aJREAN PEPROCESSINE PLANT a“ESTIan :
12, CORMMENT: HAHM APPEARED TG EE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS

T9 TAKE INTRAnSIGENT LINE, HE =AS5 BDTH DIFFUSE AND
lstxqrcqt I8 IS ARGURENTS. hE, AND IN PaRTICULAR
SCIENCE oTTACHE wHO ACCOMPANIED HIW, REPEATEDLY ATTEMPTED
‘Tg Tuaw DISCUSSIGH aWAY FROR FOLITICAL TD TECHNICAL AND.
ECOnBaTC ARSUMENTS, ®E ¥,DE CLEsR nE 00 NOT. LCCEPT:
KOREan STECHNICAL AND ECONONICH RATIDNALE, aND WE ALSO
MaDZ CERTAIN THAT Kakh U~DEFSTOOD BASIC WATURE OF DUR
03JECTIONS TO ROK POSSESSION OF REPROCESSING FACILITY, SISCO
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