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UNCLASSIFIED 
1. CLASSIFIED BY POLCOUNS ED MCWILLIAMS, REASON: 1.5 (D) . 

. 
2. (U) FORMER MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS RUDINI, AN INFLUENTIAL 
RETIRED MILITARY LEADER AND REGIME CRITIC, INVITED POLCOUNS TO 
CALL ON HIM MAY 14 AND PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING READOUT ON CURRENT 
RAPIDLY CHANGING DEVELOPMENTS. 

3. (C) RUDINI SAID THAT HE MET WITH I 
MAY 13 AND TOLD HIM BLUNTLY THAT IT Wr,.,At"'?S~N'I'7'ono:w"""""T""'I"'::ME""-"'r.E"'iO~Rr--"IIAB~Rr"I'I~TI7'IO:------' 
CHOOSE. EITHER ABRI WOULD SIDE WITH THE PEOPLE, OR SIDE WITH THE 
PRESIDENT AND, ALONG WITH THE PRESIDENT, "GO DOWN TO DEFEAT.!! 
RUDINI, NOTING THAT HE HAS HAD A CLOSE PERSONAL .. RELATIONSHIP WITH 

ACCORDING TO RUDINI. THE FIRST QUESTION 
a.....n .................. -... .................. ,.........,. ................... PY'P.I"'-r:rrn"TING OFI IGENERALS WAS, 
WHETHER TO INFORM PRESIDENT SOEHAR~T~O~,~N~O~W~E=N=R~O~U=T~E BACK TO 
INDONESIA FROM EGYPT, THAT ABRI COULD NOT ASSURE HIS SAFETY IF HE 
RETURNED. 

(C) RUDINI SAID HE HAS ALSO TOLD 

PARLIAMENT · ON THE AFTERNOON OF MAY 14. HE EXPLAINED THAT THIS 
WOULD ENTAIL EITHER GUARDING THEIR LINE ' OF MARCH OR SIMPLY NOT 
INTERFERING WITH THE MARCH. RUDINI SAID THAT WERE THERE TO BE 
SUCH A LARGE GATHERING, IT WOULD PROVIDE THE BASIS ,FOR AI 
MESSAGE TO SOEHARTO THAT HE COULD NOT GUARANTEE HIS SECUR~I~T=Y~.----~ 
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5. (C) RUDINI CLAIMED THAT MOST OF ABRI, "RIGHT DOWN TO THE 
BOTTOM RANKS," WANTED THE PRESIDENT TO STEP DOWN IMMEDIATELY. HE 
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7. (C) RUDINI SAID THAT STUDENTS AND ACADEMICS HAD APPROACHED 
HIM ABOUT SERVING AS A REPLACEMENT FOR SOEHARTO. HE NOTED THAT 
HE HAD ABRI'S TRUST, AND SPECIFICALLY THAT OFI 
RUDINI TOLD POLCOUNS HE WAS READY TO ASSUME TH~I~S~R~O~L~E~.~H=E~S~A~I=D~~ 
THAT HE ANTICIPATED THAT IN A TRANSITION SCENARIO, VICE PRESIDENT 
HABIBIE WOULD REPLACE SOEHARTO "FOR ONE DAY," AND THAT A SESSION 
OF THE PEOPLE'S CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY WOULD REPLACE HABIBIE WITH 
HIMSELF (RUDINI). RUDINI SAID HE BELIEVED HE WOULD HAVE STUDENT 
SUPPORT AND WOULD ENSURE THAT BY OFFERING STUDENTS SIX MON~HS OF 
STIPENDSFOR TUITION AND LIV~NG EXPENSES. RUDINI BELIEVED HE 
WOULD ALSO HAVE SUPPORT OF MAJOR OPPOSITION FIGURES, ESPECIALLY 
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IF HE AGREED TO SUPPORT A REFORM AGENDA, INCLUDING REFORM OF THE 
FIVE POLITICAL LAWS, SO THAT THERE COULD BE A "REALLY DEMOCRATIC 
ELECTION" IN 2002. RUDINI ENVISAGED HIMSELF SERVING AS PRESIDENT 
UNTIL 2002. 

8. (C) RUDINI ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SOME MIGHT OPPOSE HIM AS A 
TRANSITION PRESIDENT, NOTABLY ISLAMIC ELEMENTS SUCH AS AMIEN 
RAIS, ADI SASONO AND POSSIBLY HABIBIE HIMSELF. HE NOTED THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT SUCH AN ISLAMIC FORCE MIGHT DRAW SUPPORT FROM 
PRABOWO, BUT IN THE END, CONSIDERED THE FORCES DRAWN UP IN HIS 
SUPPORT TO ENSURE THAT "ANY OBJECTION COULD BE OVERCOME." 

9. (C) POLCOUNS REITERATED U.S. POLICY OF NO INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
INTERNAL POLITICS OF INDONESIA BUT SUPPORT FOR THE HUMAN AND 
CIVIL RIGHTS OF THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO BRING ABOUT REFORM THROUGH 
PEACEFUL MEANS. RUDINI SAID HE WAS WELL AWARE OF THIS AND 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE EMBASSY'S ROLE IN RECENT MONTHS. 

10. (C) COMMENT: RUDINI'S ACCOUNT OF HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH 
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~ __________________ ~IIS PLAUSIBLE ON ITS FACE, ALTHOUGH WE 
CANN9T BE CERTAIN OF ITS PARTICULARS. IT IS WORTH NOTING THOUGH 
THAT A LARGE STUDENT DEMONSTRATION INDEED MATERIALIZED ON MAY 14 
AND THAT THE SECURITY FORCES HAVE THUS FAR (AS OF 2:00 P.M.) DONE 
NOTHING TO IMPEDE ITS MOVEMENTS TOWARD THE MPR. AS FOR RUDINI I S 
SUPPOSED PRESIDENTIAL AMBITIONS, WE WOULD RATE HIM ONLY AS .A VERY 
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