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3. USG INFORMATION POLICY DN SQUTH LTUANDH, AS REFLECTED
IN THE SEFARTHIWT'S PRESS WRICFING OF MARCH 16, 15
DESTRUCTIVE OF WHATEVER CREDINILITY UL mAY YET KAVE ON
MI0OLE EAST PROBLENS. THE PRESS SPORESMAN'S NESPQHSES
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TAMNING AHD ASSISTING THE SOurd LEBANESE MEBELS. SINCE
THL ISRATL) INWASIOR OF SOUTH LEPANDI IW NARCH 1376, THE
ISRACLIS WAVE ALMOST FULLY CORTROLLED THEW, THE REWELS
TOOAY R[ OLPENDENT YPoOnN THE [SEAELIS FOR UEAPOHS, SUP-
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1N DECEIVIHG OURSELYES, BUT THE ANAGS AND PALESTIN-
JANS - VITHOUT wnoM PERCE Ii InPOSSIBLE - WilL WOT
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A U5, INFORMATION POLICY GF “NEAN WO IvIL SEE WO
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$. KOV IS aW EXCELLEMT TIAE TO BEGIN TO TELL IIIE
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HEM.  LET THE CHEPS FALL VHERE THEY mAY, THIS
WOULD SEAVE AN AUTHENTIC LOHG-RANGE PEACE PACCESS;
IT VOULD LEWD JOME SORELY NEEDED CREQIBILITY TO
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SUBJECT: YOUR RECENT DISSENT CHANNEL MESSAGE

REFERENCE: BONN 06573 . ' '
L. ;tvﬂ++ﬁfﬂ++*+-- ENTIRE TEXF.

2. THANK YOU FOR YOUR RECENT DISSENT CHANNEL MESSAGE. WE
HAYE OISTRIBUTED COPIES TO THE SECRETARY, THE UNOERSECRETARY
FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS, THE COUNSELOR, THE ASSISTANT
SECRETARY FOR _NEAR EASTERN AND SOUTH ASIAN AFFAIRS, THE _
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, THE DEPARTMENT PRESS SPOKESMAN, THE ' .
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTELLIGENCE ANO RESEARCH, AND THE
VARIOUS OFFICES IN THE OEPARTMENT WHICH YOU REQUESTED.
- YOUR MESSAGE WItL BE TRANSMITTED TO THE EMBASSIES REQUESTED.
CHARLES FAIRBANKS, POLICY PLANNING STAFF MEMBER, WiLl
COORDINATE A SUBSTANTIYE REPLY. HALG
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&+ YOUR DISSENT CHANNEL MESSAGE HAS STINULATED CONSIDERABLE
"HEALTHY DISCUSSION WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT. UNFORTUNATELY.
ISEVERAL MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON HAVE FORCED DELAYS

fIN PREPARING A COORDINATED REPLY ADDRESSING THE ISSUES You
lHMFE RAISED.

3. .PLEASE ACCEPT OUR SINCERE APOLBGIES FOR THE UNDUE ncuv
'IN COMPLETING OUR SUBSTANTIVE REPLY. THE RESPONSE SHOULD'
'BE READ‘! SHORTLY. . ' .

4. PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT THE DELAY IN NO WAY REFLECTS
ANY DININUTION IN THE DEPARTMENT'S COMMITMENT 70 MAINTAINING
THE PRINCIPLE OF CREATIVE AND DISCIPLINED DISSENT ENVISIONED
:IN THE DISSENT CHANNEL SYSTEM. V¥
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